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INTRODUCTION  TO  ANNE  OF  GEIEESTEIN 


This  novel  was  written  at  a  time  when  oireomstanoeB  did  not 
place  within  my  reach  the  stores  of  a  library  tolerably  rich  in 
historical  works,  and  especially  the  memoirs  of  the  middle  ages, 
amidst  which  I  had  becoi  accustomed  to  pursue  the  composition 
of  my  fictitious  narratives.  In  other  words,  it  was  chiefly  the 
woriL  of  leisure  hours  in  Edinburgh,  not  of  quiet  mornings  in 
the  country.  In  consequence  of  trusting  to  a  memory  strongly 
tenacious  certainly,  but  not  less  capricious  in  its  efforts,  I  have  to 
confess  on  this  occasion  more  violations  of  accuracy  in  historical 
details  than  can  perhaps  be  alleged  against  others  of  my  novels. 
In  truth,  often  as  I  have  been  complimented  on  the  strength 
of  my  memorv,  I  have  through  life  been  entitled  to  adopt  old 
Beattie  of  Meikledale's  answer  to  his  parish  minister,  when 
eulogising  him  with  respect  to  the  same  faculty.  '  No,  doctor,' 
said  the  honest  border- laird,  'I  have  no  command  of  my 
memory :  it  only  retains  what  happens  to  hit  my  fancy,  and 
like  enough,  sir,  if  you  were  to  preach  to  me  for  a  couple  of 
hours  on  end,  I  might  be  imable  at  the  close  of  the  discourse 
to  remember  one  word  of  it.'  Perhaps  there  are  few  men  whose 
memory  serves  them  with  equal  fidelity  as  to  many  different 
classes  of  subjects ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  tJiat,  while  mine  has 
rarely  failed  me  as  to  any  snatch  of  verse  or  trait  of  character 
that  had  once  interested  my  fancy,  it  has  generally  been  a  frail 
support^  not  only  as  to  names,  and  dates,  and  other  minute 
technicalities  of  history,  but  as  to  many  more  important  things. 
I  hope  this  apology  will  suffice  for  one  mistake  which  has 
been  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  descendant  of  one  of  the  persons 
introduced  in  this  story,  and  who  complains  with  reason  that  I 
have  made  a  peasant  deputy  of  the  ancestor  of  a  distinguished 
and  noble  family,  none  of  whom  ever  declined  from  the  high 
rank  to  which,  as  far  as  my  pen  trenched  on  it,  I  now  beg 
leave  to  restore  them.    The  name  of  the  person  who  figures  as 
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Sir  gnff.  I  ask  by  penniflEdoii, 
If  I,  with  your  mete-wand  may  mete 
Openly,  and  without  displeaanre, 
Here  the  king's  free  judgment  aeat  I 


And  the  grsff  replied : 

I  permit  riffht, 

And  I  forbid  wrong, 

Under  the  pains  and  penaltiee 

That  to  the  old  known  laws  belong. 

Now  was  the  time  of  measuring  the  mvstio  plot ;  it  was  measnred  by 
the  mete-wand  along  and  athwart,  and  when  the  dimensions  were  found 
to  be  true,  the  gnS  placed  himself  in  the  seat  of  judgment,  and  gave  the 
charge  to  the  assembled  free  ^heyins,  warning  them  to  pronounce  judg- 
ment according  to  right  and  justice. 

On  this  day,  with  common  consent, 

And  under  the  dear  firmament, 

A  free  field  court  is  established  here^ 

In  the  open  eye  of  day ; 

Enter  sooerlj^,  ye  who  may. 

The  seat  in  its  place  is  pight. 

The  mete-wand  is  found  to  he  right ; 

Declare  your  judgments  without  delay : 

And  let  the  doom  be  tnily  given, 

Whilst  yet  the  sun  shines  bright  in  heaven. 

Judgment  was  given  by  the  free  ^hevins  according  to  plurality  of 
voices. 

After  observing  that  the  Author  of  Anne  of  Geiergtein  had, 
by  what  he  calls  a  *  very  excusable  poetical  license,'  transferred 
something  of  these  judicial  rhymes  from  the  Free  Field  Court 
of  the  abbey  of  Corbey  to  the  free  Yehmio  tribunals  of  West- 
phalid)  Mr.  Palgrave  proceeds  to  correct  many  vulgar  errors,  in 
which  the  novel  he  remarks  on  no  doubt  had  shared,  with 
respect  to  the  actual  constitution  of  those  last  named  courts. 
'  The  protocols  of  their  proceedings,'  he  says,  *  do  not  altogether 
realise  the  popular  idea  of  their  terrors  and  tyranny.'  It  may 
be  allowed  to  me  to  question  whether  the  mere  protocols  of 
such  tribunals  are  quite  enough  to  annul  all  the  import  of 
tradition  respecting  them ;  but  in  the  following  details  there  is 
no  doubt  much  that  will  instruct  the  antiquarian,  as  well  as 
amuse  the  popular  reader : — 

The  court,  says  Mr.  Palgrave,  wis  held  with  known  and  notorious 
publicity  beneath  the  '  eye  of  light ' ;  and  the  sentences,  though  speedy 
and  severe,  were  founded  upon  a  regular  system  of  estabUshed  jurispru- 
dence, not  so  strange,  even  to  England,  as  it  may  at  first  sight  appear. 

Westphalia,  according  to  its  ancient  constitution,  was  diviaed  into 
districts  called  freygrafichqffUnt  each  of  which  usually  oontained  one, 
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and  sometimfls  maoj,  Yehmio  tribnnals,  whose  boundaries  were  aoonrately 
defined.  The  right  of  the  stuhlherTf  or  lord,  was  of  a  fend^  nature,  and 
could  be  transferred  by  the  ordinary  modes  of  alienation ;  and  if  the  lord 
did  not  choose  to  act  in  his  own  person,  he  nominated  a  freigraff  to 
ezeeute  the  office  in  his  stead  The  court  itself  was  composed  of  fre^- 
khimftn^  teabinif  or  ^ehevinSf  nominated  by  the  graff,  and  who  were 
diTided  into  two  dasses :  the  ordinal^  and  the  wiatendm  or  *  witan,' 
who  were  admitted  nnder  a  strict  and  smgnlar  bond  of  secrecy. 

The  initiation  of  these,  the  participators  in  all  the  mysteries  of  the 
tribunal,  could  only  take  place  upon  the  'red  earth.'  or  within  the 
limits  of  the  ancient  duchy  of  Wes^halia.  Bueheaded  and  ungirt,  the 
candidate  is  conducted  before  the  dread  tribunaL  He  is  interrogated  as 
to  his  qualifications,  or  rather  as  to  the  absence  of  any  disqualification. 
He  must  be  free  born,  a  Teuton,  and  dear  of  any  accusation  cognisable 
by  the  tribunal  of  which  he  is  to  become  a  member.  If  the  answers  are 
satisfiustory,  he  then  takes  the  oath,  swearing  by  the  Hbfy  Law  that  he 
will  conceal  the  secrets  of  the  HoIt  Yehme  from  wife  and  child,  from 
&ther  and  mother,  ftam  sister  and  brotheri  from  fire  and  water,  from 
every  creature  upon  whieh  the  son  shines,  or  upon  which  the  rain  fiJls, 
from  ewiy  being  between  earth  and  heayen. 

Another  dauae  relates  to  his  actiye  duties.  He  farther  swears,  that  he 
will  'say  forth '  to  the  tribunal  all  crimes  or  offences  whidi  fall  beneath 
the  secret  ban  of  the  Emperor,  whidi  he  knows  to  be  true,  or  which  he 
has  heard  from  trustworthy  report ;  and  that  he  will  not  forbear  to  do  so, 
for  love  nor  for  loathing,  for  jgold  nor  for  sUver  nor  predous  st<mes.  This 
oath  being  imposed  upon  him,  the  new  freischopff  was  then  intrusted 
with  the  secrets  of  the  Yehmic  tribunaL  He  reodved  the  password  by 
which  he  was  to  know  lus  fdlows,  and  the  grip  or  sign  by  which  they 
recognised  each  other  in  silence ;  and  he  was  warned  of  the  terrible 
punishment  awaiting  the  peijured  brother. — If  he  disdoees  the  secrets  of 
the  court,  he  is  to  expect  that  he  will  be  suddenly  seised  by  the  ministers 
of  vengeance.  His  eyes  are  bound,  he  is  cast  down  on  the  soil,  his  tongue 
is  torn  out  through  the  back  of  his  neck,  and  he  is  then  to  be  hailed 
seven  times  higher  than  any  other  criminal.  And,  whether  restrained  by 
the  fear  of  punishment  or  hf  the  stronger  ties  of  m^rstery,  no  instance 
was  ever  known  of  any  violation  of  the  secrets  of  the  tribunaL 

Thus  connected  by  an  invidble  bond,  the  members  of  the  Holy  Yehme 
became  extremely  numerous.  In  the  14th  century,  the  league  contained 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  members.  Persons  of  evei^  rank  sought 
to  be  associated  to  this  powerful  community,  and  to  partidpato  in  the 


immunities  which  the  brethren  possessed.  jPrinces  were  eager  to  allow 
their  ministers  to  become  the  memoers  of  this  mysterious  and  holy  alliance ; 
and  the  dties  of  the  Empire  were  equally  anxious  to  enrol  their  magistrates 
in  the  Yehmic  union. 

The  supreme  government  of  the  Yehmic  tribunals  was  vested  in  the 
fpntkt  or  general  chapter,  composed  of  the  freegraves  and  all  the  other 
initiated  members,  hig^  and  low.  Over  this  assembly  the  Emperor  mi^t 
predde  in  person,  but  more  usually  by  his  deputy,  the  stadtholder  of  the 
ancient  duchy  of  West^halia->an  office  which,  after  the  fall  of  Henry  the 
Lion,  Duke  of  Brunswidc  [Saxony],  was  annexed  to  the  arehbishopiic  of 
Cologne. 

Before  the  general  chapter,  all  the  members  were  liable  to  account  for 
their  acts.    iLad  it  appears  tiiat  the  fr«Qgraves  reported  the  proceedings 
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wbioh  had  takan  plaoa  within  thairjnriadietions  in  the  ooone  of  the  year. 
Unworthy  membera  were  expelled,  or  anatained  a  aererer  pnnlahment. 
Statatea,  or  'lefomuktioniB^'  aa  they  were  called,  were  here  enaeted  for 
the  regolatton  of  tiie  conrta,  and  the  amendment  of  any  abnaea ;  and  new 
and  nnforeaeen  oaaea^  for  which  the  eziating  lawa  did  not  provide  a  remedy, 
received  their  deteimination  in  the  Yehmic  Parliament. 

Aa  the  ^hevina  were  of  two  daaaea,  nninitiated  and  initiated,  ao  the 
Yehmic  oonrta  had  alao  a  twofold  character :  the  q^efiicwvdtfH^  waaan  open 
court  or  folkmoot ;  bat  the  h&imlieht  add  waa  the  ftf-famed  aeoret  tribonaL 

The  fint  waa  held  three  timea  in  each  year.  According  to  the  andent 
Tentonio  naage,  it  nanally  aaaembled  on  Taeaday,  andently  oaUed  ding9- 
tag,  or  oonrt-day,  aa  weU  aa  diendtag,  or  aenring-day,  the  firrt  open  or 
working  day  after  the  two  great  weekly  featiTala  of  ann-day  and  moon-day. 
Here  afl  the  houaeholdera  of  the  district,  whether  free  or  bond,  attended 
aa  anitors.  The  offenbare  dinff  exeroiaed  a  civil  jnriadiction ;  and  in  thia 
folkmoot  appeared  an^y  ccmt^inant  or  appellant  who  ao^dit  to  obtain 
the  aid  of  the  Yehmic  tribunal,  in  thoee  caaea  when  it  did  not  pcaaeaa 
that  aommaiy  jnriadiction  from  which  it  haa  obtained  aach  fearftd  celebrity. 
Here  alao  the  aoitorB  of  the  district  made  preaentmenta  or  wroge^  aa  ther 
are  termed,  of  any  offenoee  committed  within  their  knowledge,  and  whidk 
were  to  be  pomahed  b^  the  gntff  and  ^eyina. 

The  criminal  inriadiotion  of  the  Yehmic  tribnnal  took  the  widest  range. 
The  Yehme  ooold  pnnish  mere  slander  and  contumely.  Any  violation  of 
the  Ten  Gommandmenta  was  to  be  reatrained  by  the  ^hevins.  Secret 
crimes,  not  to  be  proved  by  the  ordinary  testimony  of  witneaaea,  such  aa 
ratSOf  witchcraft,  and  poiaon,  were  particularly  to  be  reatrained  by  the 
Yehmic  Judgea ;  and  they  aometimea  designated  their  jurisdiction  aa  com- 
prehending every  offence  against  the  honour  of  man  or  the  precepta  of 
religion.  Such  a  definition,  if  definition  it  can  be  called,  evidentiy  allowed 
them  to  brinff  every  action  of  which  an  individual  might  complam  within 
the  scope  of  uieir  mbunals.  The  forcible  usurpation  of  lana  became  an 
offence  against  the  Yehme.  And  if  the  property  of  an  humble  individual 
waa  occupied  bv  the  proud  buighera  of  tiie  Hanse,  the  power  of  the 
defendanta  might  affoid  a  reaaonable  excuae  for  the  interference  of  the 
Yehmic  power. 

The  echevins,  aa  oonaervators  of  the  ban  of  the  Empire,  were  bound  to 
make  constant  cirouita  within  their  districts,  by  nignt  and  by  day.  If 
they  could  apprehend  a  thie(  a  murderer,  or  the  perpetrator  of  any  other 
heinoua  crime  in  poaseasiQn  of  the  fiuMnour,  or  in  tine  very  act,  or  if  lua 
own  mouth  confessed  the  deed,  they  hung  him  upon  the  next  tree.  But 
to  render  this  execution  lej^,  the  following  reqmsites  were  necessary: 
freah  suit,  or  the  apprehension  and  execution  of  the  offender  before  day- 
break or  nijght&ll ;  the  visible  evidence  of  the  crime ;  and  lastijy,  that 
three  ^chevina,  at  least,  should  seize  the  offender,  testify  against  him,  and 
judge  of  the  recent  deed. 

If,  without  any  certain  accuaer,  and  without  the  indication  of  crime, 
an  individual  was  strongly  and  vehementiy  suspected,  or  when  the  nature 
of  the  offence  waa  such  as  that  its  proof  could  only  rest  upon  opinion  and 
presumption,  the  offender  then  beoone  subject  to  what  the  German  jurista 
term  the  inquisitorial  proceeding :  it  became  the  duty  of  the  ^hevin  to 
denounce  the  lewnwnd,  or  manirast  evil  fame,  to  the  secret  tribunal.  If 
the  Kevins  and  the  freygraff  were  satisfied  with  the  preeentment,  either 
from  their  own  knowledge  or  from  the  information  of  their  compeer,  the 
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offender  was  said  to  be  wifSmbi'—lDS  life  ma  forfeited ;  and  wherever  he 
was  found  by  the  brethren  of  the  tribunal,  they  executed  him  without  the 
aUghtest  delay  or  mercy.  An  offender  who  had  escaped  from  the  ^dherins 
was  liable  to  the  same  ponishment ;  and  each  also  was  the  doom  of  the 
purty  who,  after  hayinf  been  snmmoned  parsnant  to  an  appeal  preferred 
m  open  ooart,  made  draanlt  in  appearing.  But  one  of  the  wissenden  was 
in  no  respect  liable  to  the  summary  process  or  to  the  inquisitorial  proceed- 
ing, unless  he  had  rerealed  the  secrets  of  the  court.  He  was  presumed 
to  be  a  true  man ;  and  if  accused  upon  vehement  suspicion,  or  leumund, 
the  same  presumption  or  evil  repute  which  was  fatal  to  the  uninitiated 
might  be  entirely  rebutted  by  the  compurgatoiy  oath  of  the  free  ^hevin. 
If  a  party,  accused  by  appeal  did  not  shun  investigation,  he  appeared  in 
the  open  court,  and  defended  himself  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of 
law.  If  he  absconded,  or  if  the  evidence  or  presumptions  were  sgainst 
him,  the  accusation  then  came  before  the  judges  of  the  secret  court,  who 
pronounced  the  doom.  The  accusatorial  process,  as  it  was  termed,  was 
also,  in  many  oases,  brought  in  the  first  instance  before  the  heimliche  acht. 
Proceeding  upon  the  examination  of  witnesses,  it  possessed  no  peculiar 
oharaoter,  and  its  forms  were  those  of  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice.  It 
was  only  in  this  manner  that  one  of  the  wiasenden  or  witan  could  be  tried ; 
and  tiie  privilege  of  being  exempted  from  the  summary  process,  or  from 
the  effects  of  the  leumund,  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  reasons  which 
indu<»d  so  manyof  those  who  did  not  tread  the  '  red  earth '  to  seek  to  be 
included  in  the  vehmic  bond. 

There  was  no  mvstery  in  the  assembly  of  the  heimliche  acht.  Under 
the  oak,  or  imder  the  lime-tree,  the  Judges  assembled  in  broad  daylight, 
and  before  the  eye  of  heaven ;  but  toe  mbunal  derived  its  name  from  the 
precautions  whidi  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  disdosnre 
of  its  proceedings  which  might  enable  tne  offender  to  escape  the  veufle- 
ance  of  the  Yehme.  Hence  the  fearful  oath  of  secrecy  which  bound  uie 
^chevins.  And  if  any  stranger  was  found  present  in  the  court,  the  unlucW 
intruder  instantly  fcrfeited  his  life  as  a  punishment  for  his  temerity.  If 
the  presentment  or  denunciation  did  chance  to  become  known  to  the 
offender,  the  law  sUowed  him  a  riffht  of  appeal.  But  the  permission  was 
of  veiy  little  utility,  it  was  a  profiuess  boon,  for  the  Yehmic  judges  always 
laboured  to  conceal  the  judgment  from  the  hapless  criminal,  wqo  seldom 
was  aware  of  his  sentence  until  his  neck  was  enoirel^  by  the  halter. 

Gharlemape,  according  to  the  traditions  of  Westphalia,  was  the  founder 
of  tiie  Yehmic  tribunal ;  and  it  was  supposed  that  ne  instituted  the  court 
for  the  purpose  of  coerdng  the  Saxons,  ever  ready  to  relapse  into  the  idol* 
a^  from  which  they  had  been  reclaimed,  not  bv  persuasion,  but  by  the 
sword.  This  opinion,  however,  is  not  confirmed,  either  by  documentary 
evidence  or  by  contemporary  historians.  And  if  we  examine  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Vehmic  tribunal,  we  shall  see  that,  in  principle  it  differs  in 
no  essential  character  from  the  summair  jurisdiction  exeroisea  in  the  town- 
ships and  hundreds  of  Anglo-Saxon  &igiand.  Amount  us,  the  thief  or 
the  robber  was  equally  lialue  to  summary  punishment,  if  apprehended  by 
the  men  of  the  township ;  and  the  same  rules  disqualified  them  from 
proceeding  to  summary  execution.  An  Wnglish  outlaw  was  exactly  in  the 
situation  of  him  who  had  escaped  from  tiie  nands  of  the  ^hevins,  or  who 
had  fidled  to  appear  before  the  Vehmic  court :  he  was  condemned  unheard, 
nor  was  he  confronted  with  his  accusers.  The  inquisitorial  proceedings,  as 
they  are  tormed  by  the  German  jurists,  are  identteal  with  our  ancient  pre- 
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sentments.  Pnsnmptioni  are  sabstitated  for  proc^  and  goneral  opinion 
holds  the  place  of  a  responsible  aoonser.  He  who  was  untrue  to  all  the 
people  in  the  Saxon  age,  or  liable  to  the  maleoredenoe  of  the  inquest  at  a 
subsequent  period,  was  scarcely  more  fortunate  than  he  who  was  branded 
as  leumund  DY  the  Yehmic  law. 

In  cases  of  open  deUot  and  of  outlawry,  there  was  substantially  no 
difference  whatever  between  the  English  and  the  Yehmic  proceedu^ 
But  in  the  inquisitorial  process,  the  cblinquent  was  allowed,  according  to 
our  older  code,  to  run  the  risk  of  the  ordeaL  He  was  accused  by  or  bttore 
the  hundred,  or  the  thanes  of  the  wapentake ;  and  his  own  oath  cleared 
him,  if  a  true  man ;  but  he  '  bore  the  iron '  if  unable  to  avail  himself  of 
the  credit  derived  from  a  good  and  fair  reputation.  The  same  course  mav 
have  been  originally  adopted  in  Westphalia ;  for  the  wissend,  when  accused, 
could  exculpate  himself  by  his  compursatory  oath,  beinf;  presumed  to  be 
of  good  fiune ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  probable  that  an  unmitiated  offender, 
standing  a  stage  lower  in  character  and  credibility,  was  allowed  the  last 
resort  of  the  oraeaL  But  when  the  'judgment  of  god '  was  abolished  by 
the  decrees  of  tiie  Church,  it  did  not  occur  to  the  Yehmic  judges  to  nut 
the  offender  upon  his  second  trial  bv  the  visne,  which  now  forms  the  dis- 
iingnialiing  characteristic  of  the  Knglish  law,  and  he  was  at  once  considered 
as  condemned.  The  heimliche  aoht  is  a  presentment  not  traversable  by 
the  offender. 

The  Vehmie  tribtmala  can  only  he  eonsidered  as  the  origifialJurisdietion$ 
cf  the  Old  Saxone,  which  survived  the  euijttgation  qf  their  eoueUry,  The 
nnyaUtr  and  myetie  forma  of  initicUion,  the  syetem  ^  enigmoHeal  phraaee, 
the  fue  qfthe  signs  and  synUfols  of  recognition^  may  probably  be  ascribed  to 
theperiod  tohen  the  whole  system  was  united  to  the  worship  qfthe  deOiss  qf 
vengeaneef  amd  when  the  sentence  was  promulgated  by  the  doommwnj  as- 
sembled, like  the  Asi  qf  M,  before  the  altars  of  Thor  or  fToden,  Of  this 
connexion  with  ancient  pagan  policy,  so  clearly  to  be  traced  in  the  Ice- 
landic courts,  the  English  territorial  jurisdictions  offer  some  very  £unt 
vestim ;  but  the  mystery  had  long  been  dispersed,  and  the  whole  system 
passM  into  the  ordinary  maohineiy  of  the  law. 

As  to  the  Yehmic  tnbunals,  it  is  acknowledged  that,  in  a  truly  barbar- 
ous age  and  country,  their  proceedings,  however  violent,  were  not  without 
utdlily.  Their  severe  and  secret  vengeance  often  detennd  the  rapacity  of 
the  noble  robber,  and  protected  the  numble  suppliant ;  the  extent,  and 
even  the  abuse,  of  t&eir  authority  was  in  some  measure  justified  in  an 
Empire  divided  into  numerous  independent  juriadictiMis,  and  not  subjected 
to  any  puamount  tribunal,  able  to  administer  impartial  justice  to  the 
oppressecL  But  as  the  times  improved,  the  Yehmic  mbunals  degenerated. 
The  4chevins,  chosen  from  the  inferior  ranks,  did  not  possess  any  personal 
consideration.  Om)osed  by  the  opulent  cities  of  the  Hanse,  and  oojects  of 
the  suspicion  and  tne  enmity  of  tne  powerfrd  aristocracy,  the  tribunals  of 
some  districts  were  abolished  by  law,  and  others  took  the  form  of  ordinary 
territorial  jurisdictions ;  the  greater  number  fell  into  desuetude.  Yet  as 
late  as  the  middle  of  the  18th  century,  a  few  Yehmic  tribunals  existed 
in  name,  though,  as  it  may  be  easily  supposed,  without  possessing  any 
remnant  of  their  pristine  power. — Palgrayb  on  the  Bias  and  Progress  if 
the  JEnglish  Commonwealth :  Proqfs  and  lUustrationSf  ppw  cxliv.-dvii. 

I  have  marked  by  italic  letters  the  most  important  passage 
of  the  above  quotation.     The  view  it  contains  seems  to  me  to 
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have  evezy  appeaianoe  of  truth  and  juatioe ;  and  if  such  should, 
on  maturer  inyestigation,  turn  out  to  be  the  fact^  it  will  certainly 
confer  no  Bmall  honour  on  an  English  scholar  to  have  discovered 
the  key  to  a  mystery  which  had  long  exercised  in  vain  the 
laborious  and  profound  students  of  GJeiman  antiquity. 

There  are  probably  several  other  points  on  which  I  ought  to 
have  embraced  this  opportunity  of  enlarging ;  but  the  necessity 
of  preparing  for  an  excursion  to  foreign  countries,  in  quest  of 
health  and  strength,  that  have  been  for  some  time  sinking, 
makes  me  cut  short  my  address  upon  the  present  occasion. 

Although  I  had  never  been  in  Switzerland,  and  numerous 
mistakes  must  of  course  have  occurred  in  my  attempts  to 
describe  the  local  scenery  of  that  romantic  region,  I  must  not 
conclude  without  a  statement  highly  gratifying  to  myself,  that 
the  work  met  with  a  reception  of  more  than  usual  corc^ality 
among  the  descendants  of  the  Alpine  heroes  whose  manners  I 
had  ventured  to  treat  of ;  and  I  have  in  particular  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  several  Swiss  gentlemen  who  have,  since  the 
novel  was  published,  enriched  my  little  collection  of  armour  with 
specimens  of  the  huge  weapon  that  sheared  the  lances  of  the 
Austrian  chivalry  at  Sempach,  and  was  employed  with  equal 
success  on  the  bloody  days  of  Granson  and  Morat.  Of  the 
ancient  double-handed  upadona  of  the  Switzer,  I  have,  in  this 
way,  received,  I  think,  not  less  than  six,  in  excellent  preserva- 
tion, from  as  many  different  individuals,  who  thus  testified 
their  general  approbation  of  these  pages.  They  are  not  the  less 
interesting,  that  gigantic  swords  of  nearly  the  same  pattern 
and  dimensions  were  employed,  in  their  conflicts  with  the  bold 
knights  and  men-at-arms  of  England,  by  Wallace  and  the 
sturdy  foot-soldiers  who,  under  his  guidance,  laid  the  foundar 
tions  of  Scottish  independence. 

The  reader  who  wishes  to  examine  with  attention  the  historical 
events  of  the  period  which  the  novel  embraces,  will  find  ample 
means  of  doing  so  in  the  valuable  works  of  Zschokke  and 
M.  de  Barante — ^which  last  author's  account  of  the  Dukes  of 
Burgundy  is  among  the  most  valuable  of  recent  accessions  of 
European  literature— and  in  the  new  Parisian  edition  of  Frois- 
sart>  which  has  not  as  yet  attracted  so  much  attention  in  this 
country  as  it  well  deserves  to  do.*  W.  S. 

Abbotbiobd,  SepL  17,  1881. 

*(8m  J.  a.  Loekbart,  UJkcfSeott,  toL  ix.  pp.  8Z1-S28.] 
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THE  MAIDEN  OF  THE  MIST 


CHAPTER  I 

The  nuflfB  boil  up  uroond  the  gUoien  ;  oloods 
Bim  cnrliiup  fiMrt  Mnaath  ma,  white  a&d  tnlphmou, 
Like  foam  Dom  Uie  ronaed  ooeui. 

I  am  giddy. 

Thb  course  of  foiir  centnrieB  haa  wellnigh  elapsed  since  the 
series  of  events  which  are  related  in  the  following  chapters 
took  place  on  the  Continent.  The  records  which  contained  the 
outlines  of  the  history,  and  might  be  referred  to  as  proof  of  its 
veracitjy  were  long  preserved  in  the  superb  library  of  the 
monasteiy  of  St.  GcJl,  but  perished,  with  many  of  the  literary 
treasures  of  that  estaUishment,  when  the  convent  waa  plundered 
by  the  French  rerolutionaty  armies.  The  events  are  fixed, 
by  historical  date,  to  the  middle  of  the  15th  century — that 
important  period  when  chivalry  still  shone  with  a  setting  ray, 
soon  about  to  be  totally  obscured,  in  some  countries  by  the 
establiahment  of  free  institutions,  in  others  by  that  of  arbi- 
trary power,  which  alike  rendered  useless  the  interference  of 
those  self-endowed  redressem  of  wrongs  whose  only  warrant  of 
authority  was  the  sword. 

Amid  the  general  light  which  had  recently  shone  upon 
Europe,  France,  Burgundy,  and  Italy,  but  more  especially 
Austria,  had  been  miade  acquainted  with  the  character  of  a 
people  of  whose  very  existence  they  had  before  been  scarcely 
consdouB.     It  is  true  that  the  inhabitants  of  those  countries 
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which  lie  in  the  Ticinity  of  the  AlpB,  that  immemie  barrier, 
were  not  ignorant^  that,  notwithstanding  their  ragged  and 
desolate  appearance,  the  seduded  yalieys  which  winded  among 
those  gigantic  mountains  nourished  a  laoe  of  hunters  and 
shepherds — ^men  who,  living  in  a  state  of  primeval  simplicity, 
compelled  from  the  soil  a  subsistence  gained  by  severe  labour, 
followed  the  chase  over  the  most  savage  precipices  and  through 
the  darkest  pine  forests,  or  drove  their  cattle  to  spots  which 
afforded  them  a  scanty  pasturage,  even  in  the  vicinage  of 
eternal  snows.  But  the  existence  of  such  a  people^  or  rather  of  a 
number  of  small  communities  who  followed  nearly  the  same 
poor  and  hardy  course  of  life,  had  seemed. to  the  rich  and 
powerful  princes  in  the  neighbourhood  a  matter  of  as  little 
consequence  as  it  is  to  the  stately  herds  which  repose  in  a 
fertile  meadow  that  a  few  half-starved  goats  find  their  scanty 
food  among  the  rocks  which  overlook  their  rich  domain. 

But  wonder  and  attention  b^gan  to  be  attracted  towards 
these  mountaineers  about  the  middle  of  the  14th  century,  when 
reports  were  spread  abroad  of  severe  contests,  in  which  the 
German  chivaliy,  endeavouring  to  suppress  insurrections  among 
their  Alpine  vassals,  had  sustained  repeated  and  bloody  defeats^ 
although  having  on  their  side  numbers  and  discipline,  and  the 
advantage  of  the  most  perfect  military  equipment  then  known 
and  confided  in.  Great  was  the  wonder  that  cavalry,  which 
made  the  only  efficient  part  of  the  feudal  armies  of  these  ages, 
should  be  routed  by  men  on  foot ;  that  warriors  sheathed  in 
complete  steel  should  be  overpowered  by  naked  peasants  who 
wore  no  defensive  armour,  and  were  irregularly  provided  with 
pikes,  halberts,  and  dubs,  for  the  purpose  of  attack ;  above  all, 
it  secnned  a  spedes  of  miracle  that  Imights  and  nobles  of  the 
highest  birth  should  be  defeated  by  mountaineers  and  shep- 
herds. But  the  repeated  victories  of  the  Swiss  at  Laupen, 
Sempach,  and  on  other  less  distinguished  occasions,  plainly 
intimated  that  a  new  principle  of  dvil  organisation,  as  well  as 
of  military  movements,  had  arisen  amid  the  stormy  rogions  of 
Helvetia. 

Still,  although  the  decisive  victories  which  obtained  liberty 
for  the  Swiss  cantons,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  resolution  and 
wisdom  with  which  the  members  of  the  little  confederation  had 
maintained  themselves  against  the  utmost  exertions  of  Austria, 
had  spread  their  fame  abroad  through  all  the  neighbouring 
countries,  and  although  they  themsdves  were  conscious  of 
the  character  and  actual  power  which  repeated  victories  had 
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acquired  for  themaelTes  and  their  oountiy,  yet  down  to  the 
middle  of  the  15th  oentory,  and  at  a  later  date,  the  Swiss 
retained  in  a  great  measure  the  wisdom,  moderation,  and  sim- 
plicity of  their  andent  maimers ;  so  much  so,  that  those  who 
were  entruated  with  the  conmiand  of  the  troops  of  the  republic 
in  battle  were  wont  to  resume  the  shepherd's  staff  when  they 
laid  down  the  truncheon,  and,  like  the  Roman  dictators,  to 
retire  to  complete  equality  with  their  f ellow-citiBens  from  the 
eminence  of  military  command  to  which  their  talents,  and  the 
call  of  their  country,  had  raised  them. 

It  is,  then,  in  the  Forest  Cantons  of  Switierland,  in  the     ^ 
autumn  of  1474,  while  these  districts  were  in  the  rude  and  ^^ 
simple  state  we  have  described,  that  our  tale  opens. 


Two  travellers,  one  considerably  past  the  prime  of  lif  e^  the 
otfier  probably  two  or  three  and  twenty  years  old,  had  passed 
the  night  at  Uie  little  town  of  Lucerne,  the  capital  of  the  Swiss 
state  ol  the  same  name,  and  beautifully  situated  on  the  Lake  of 
the  Four  Cantons.  Their  dress  and  cmaracter  seemed  those  of 
merchants  of  a  higher  class,  and  while  they  themselTcs  journeyed 
on  foot^  the  character  of  the  country  rendering  that  by  far  the 
most  easy  mode  of  pursuing  their  route,  a  young  peasant  lad, 
from  the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps,  fbUowed  them  with  a  sumpter 
mule,  laden  apparently  with  their  wares  and  baggage,  which 
be  sometLmes  mounted,  but  more  frequently  led  by  the  bridle. 

The  travelleni  were  imcommonly  fine-looking  men,  and 
seemed  connected  by  some  very  near  relationship — probably 
that  of  father  and  son ;  for  at  the  little  inn  where  they  lodged 
on  the  preceding  evening  the  great  deference  and  respect  paid 
by  the  younger  to  the  elder  had  not  escaped  the  observation  of 
the  natives,  who,  like  other  sequestered  beings,  were  curious  in 
proportion  to  the  limited  means  of  information  which  they 
possessed.  They  observed  also  that  the  merchants,  under  pre- 
tence of  haste,  declined  opening  their  bales  or  propoBing  traffic 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Lucerne,  alleging  in  excuse  that  they  had 
no  commodildes  fitted  for  the  market.  The  females  of  the 
town  were  the  more  displeased  with  the  reserve  of  the  mercan- 
tile traveUers,  because  they  were  given  to  understand  that  it 
was  occaedoned  by  the  wares  in  which  they  dealt  being  too 
costly  to  find  customerB  among  the  Helvetian  mountains ;  for 
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it  had  tmnspiredf  by  means  of  ihea  attendant)  that  the 
strangers  had  visited  Venioey  and  had  there  made  many  pur- 
chases of  rich  commodities,  which  were  brought  from  India  and 
Egypt  to  that  celebrated  emporium^  as  to  the  common  mart  of 
the  Western  World,  and  thence  dispersed  into  all  quarters  of 
Europe.  Now  the  Swiss  maidens  had  of  late  made  the  dis- 
covery that  gauds  and  gems  were  fair  to  look  upon,  and,  though 
without  the  hope  of  being  able  to  possess  themselves  of  such 
ornaments,  they  felt  a  natural  desire  to  review  and  handle  the 
rich  stores  of  the  merchants,  and  some  displeasure  at  being 
prevented  from  doing  so. 

It  was  also  observed  that,  though  the  strangers  were 
sufficiently  courteous  in  their  demeanour,  they  did  not  evince 
that  studious  anxiety  to  please  displayed  by  the  travelling 
pedlars  or  merchants  of  Lombardy  or  Savoy,  by  whom  the 
inhabitants  of  the  mountains  were  occasionally  visited;  and 
who  had  been  more  frequent  in  their  rounds  of  late  yean, 
since  the  spoils  of  victory  had  invested  the  Swiss  with  some 
wealth,  and  had  taught  many  of  them  new  wants.  Those 
peripatetic  traders  were  civil  and  assiduous,  as  their  calling 
required;  but  the  new  visitors  seemed  men  who  were  in- 
different to  traffic,  or  at  least  to  such  slender  gains  as  could  be 
gathered  in  Switzerland. 

Curiosity  was  further  excited  by  the  circumstance  that  they 
spoke  to  each  other  in  a  language  which  was  certainly  neither 
German,  Italian,  nor  French,  but  from  which  an  old  man 
serving  in  the  cabaret,  who  had  once  been  as  far  as  Paris, 
supposed  they  might  be  English — a  people  of  whom  it  was  only 
known  in  these  mountains  that  they  were  a  fierce  insular  race, 
at  war  with  the  French  for  many  years,  and  a  large  body  of 
whom  had  long  since  invaded  the  Forest  Cantcms,  and  sustained 
such  a  defeat  in  the  valley  of  Russwyl  as  was  well  remembered 
by  the  grey-haired  men  of  Lucerne,  who  received  the  tale  from 
their  Withers. 

The  lad  who  attended  the  strangers  was  soon  ascertained  to 
be  a  youth  from  the  Orison  country,  who  acted  as  their  guide, 
so  far  as  his  knowledge  of  the  mountams  permitted.  He  said 
they  designed  to  go  to  B&le,  but  seemed  desirous  to  travel  by 
circuitous  and  unfrequented  routes.  The  circumstances  just 
mentioned  increased  the  general  desire  to  know  more  of  the 
travellers  and  of  their  merchandise.  Not  a  bale,  however,  was 
unpacked,  and  the  merchants,  leaving  Lucerne  next  morning, 
resumed  their  toilsome  journey,  preferring  a  circuitous  route 
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and  bad  roads  thfoogh  the  peaoef ul  cantons  of  Switeerland  to 
encountering  the  exactionB  and  rapine  of  the  robber  ohiyalry  of 
Qennany,  who,  like  so  many  sorereigns,  made  war  each  at  his 
own  pleasure,  and  levied  tolls  and  taxes  on  every  one  who  passed 
their  domains  of  a  mile's  breadth,  with  all  the  insolence  of 
petty  tyranny. 

For  several  hours  after  leaving  Lucerne,  the  journey  of  our 
traveUen  was  successfully  prosecuted.  The  road,  though  pre- 
cipitous and  difficulty  was  rendered  interesting  by  those  splendid 
phenomena  which  no  country  exhibits  in  a  more  astonishing 
manner  than  the  mountains  of  Switserland,  where  the  rocky 
pass,  the  verdant  valley,  the  broad  lake,  and  the  rushing 
torrent^  the  attributes  of  other  hills  as  well  as  these,  are  inter- 
spersed with  the  magnificent  and  yet  fearful  horrors  of  the 
glaciers,  a  feature  peculiar  to  themselves. 

It  was  not  an  age  in  which  the  beauties  or  grandeur  of  a 
landscape  made  much  impression  either  on  the  minds  of  those 
who  travelled  through  the  country  or  who  resided  in  it  To 
the  latter,  the  objects,  however  dignified,  were  familiar,  and 
associated  with  daily  habits  and  with  daily  toil;  and  the 
former  saw,  perhaps,  more  terror  than  beauty  in  the  wild 
region  through  which  they  passed,  and  were  rather  solicitous 
to  get  safe  to  their  night's  quarters  than  to  comment  on  the 
grandeur  of  the  scenes  which  lay  between  them  and  their  place 
of  rest.  Tet  our  merchants,  as  they  proceeded  on  their  journey, 
could  not  help  being  strongly  impressed  by  the  character  of 
the  scenery  around  them.  Their  road  lay  along  the  side  of 
the  lake,  at  times  level  and  close  on  its  very  margin,  at  times 
rising  to  a  great  height  on  the  side  of  tiie  moimtain,  and 
winding  along  the  verge  of  precipices  which  sunk  down  to  the 
water  as  sharp  and  ^eer  as  the  wall  of  a  castle  descending 
upon  the  ditch  which  defends  it.  At  other  times  it  traversed 
spots  of  a  milder  character — delightftd  green  slopes,  and  lowly 
retired  valleys,  afibrding  both  pasturage  and  arable  ground, 
sometimes  watered  by  small  streams,  which  winded  by  the 
hamlet  of  wooden  huts  with  their  fantastic  little  church  and 
steeple,  meandered  round  the  orchard  and  the  mount  of  vines, 
and,  murmuring  gently  as  they  flowed,  found  a  quiet  passage 
into  the  lake. 

'That  stream,  Arthur,'  said  the  elder  traveller,  as  with  one 
consent  they  stopped  to  gaie  on  such  a  scene  as  I  have 
described,  'resembles  the  life  of  a  good  and  a  happy  man.' 

'And  the  brook,  which  hurries  itself  headlong  down  yon 
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diatant  hill,  marking  its  oourse  by  a  streak  of  white  foam,' 
answered  Arthur,  '  what  does  that  resemble  f ' 

*  That  of  a  brave  and  unfortunate  one,'  replied  his  father. 

'The  torrent  for  me,' said  Arthur : '  a  headlong  oourse  which 
no  human  f oroe  can  oppose,  and  then  let  it  be  as  brief  as  it  is 
glorious.' 

'It  is  a  young  man's  thought,'  replied  his  father;  'but  I 
am  well  aware  that  it  is  so  rooted  in  thy  heart  that  nothing 
but  the  rude  hand  of  adyersity  can  pluck  it  up.' 

'As  yet  the  root  clings  fast  to  my  heart's  strings,'  said  the 
young  man;  'and  metJiinks  adversity's  hand  hath  had  a  fair 
grasp  of  it.' 

'Tou  speak,  my  son^  of  what  you  little  understand,'  said  his 
fiither.  'Enow  that,  till  the  middle  of  life  be  passed,  men 
scarce  distinguish  true  prosperity  from  adversity,  or  rather 
they  court  as  the  feivours  of  fortune  what  they  should  m<«e 
justly  regard  as  the  marks  of  her  displeasure.  hoA  at  yonder 
mountain,  which  wears  on  its  shaggy  brow  a  diadem  of  clouds, 
now  raised  and  now  depressed,  while  the  sun  glances  upon  but 
is  unable  to  dispel  it ;  a  child  might  believe  it  to  be  a  crown 
of  glory,  a  man  knows  it  to  be  the  signal  of  tempest.' 

Arthur  followed  the  direction  of  hjs  father's  eye  to  the  dark 
and  shadowy  eminence  of  Mount  Pilatre  [PilatusJ. 

'  Is  the  mist  on  yonder  wild  mountain  so  ominous,  then  t ' 
asked  the  young  man. 

'Demand  of  Antonio^'  said  his  ftither;  'he  will  tell  you  the 
l^end.' 

The  young  merchant  addressed  himself  to  the  Swiss  lad 
who  acted  as  their  attendant,  desiring  to  know  the  name  of 
the  gloomy  height,  which,  in  that  quarter,  seems  the  leviathan 
of  the  huge  congregation  of  mountains  assembled  about 
Lucerne. 

The  lad  crossed  himself  devoutly,  as  he  recounted  the  popular 
legend,  that  the  wicked  Pontius  Pilate,  Proconsul  of  Judea, 
had  here  found  the  termination  of  his  impious  life;  having, 
after  spending  years  in  the  recesses  of  that  mountain  whiiSi 
bears  his  name,  at  length,  in  remorse  and  despair  rather  than 
m  penitence,  plunged  into  the  dismal  lake  which  occupies  the 
summit.  Whether  water  refused  to  do  the  executioner's  duty 
upon  such  a  wretch,  or  whether,  his  body  being  drowned,  his 
vexed  spirit  continued  to  haunt  the  place  where  he  committed 
suicide,  Antonio  did  not  pretend  to  explain.  But  a  form  was 
often,  he  said,  seen  to  emeige  from  the  gloomy  waters,  and  go 
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thioogh  the  aetkm  of  <»ie  wadiiiig  his  hands;  and  when  he 
did  80^  dark  dcrads  of  mist  gatheied  first  round  the  bosom  of 
the  Infernal  Lake  (sach  it  lutd  been  styled  of  old),  and  then, 
-wrapping  the  whole  upper  part  of  the  mountain  in  darkness, 
prenged  a  tempest  or  hurrioane,  whioh  was  sure  to  follow  in 
a  short  space.  He  added,  that  the  evil  spirit  was  peculiarly 
exasperated  at  the  audacity  of  such  strangers  as  ascended  the 
mountain  to  gase  at  his  place  of  punishment,  and  that»  in 
consequence,  tikd  magistrates  of  Lucerne  had  prohibited  any 
one  from  approaching  Mount  Pilatre,  under  seyere  penalties. 
Antonio  once  more  crossed  himself  as  he  finished  his  legend ; 
in  which  act  of  dcTOtion  he  was  imitated  by  his  hearers,  too 
good  Gathdics  to  entertain  any  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the 
story. 

'How  the  accursed  heathen  scowls  upon  usl'  said  the 
younger  of  the  merchants,  while  the  cloud  darkened  and  seemed 
to  seUle  on  the  brow  of  Mount  Pilatre.  '  Fade  tv^ftH— be  thou 
defied,  sinnar ! ' 

A  rising  wind,  rather  heard  than  f elt»  seemed  to  groan  forth, 
in  the  tone  of  a  dying  lion,  the  acceptance  of  the  suffering 
spirit  to  ihe  rssh  challenge  of  the  young  Englishman.  The 
mountain  was  seen  to  send  down  its  rugged  sides  thick  wreaths 
of  heaving  mist^  which,  rolling  through  the  rugged  chasms 
that  seamed  the  grisly  hUl,  resembled  torrents  of  rushing  lava 
pouring  down  from  a  volcano.  The  ridgy  preoiiHces,  which 
formed  the  sides  of  these  huge  ravines^  showed  their  splinteir 
and  ragged  edges  over  the  vapour,  as  if  dividing  from  eacm 
other  the  deecoiding  streams  of  mist  which  rolled  around 
theoL  As  a  strong  contrast  to  this  gloomy  and  threatening 
scene,  the  more  distant  mountain  range  of  Righi  shone  brilliant 
with  all  the  hues  of  an  autumnal  sun. 

While  the  traveUers  watched  this  striking  and  varied  con- 
trast^ which  resembled  an  approaching  combat  betwixt  the 
powers  of  light  and  darknesR,  their  guide,  in  his  mixed  jaigon 
of  Italian  and  German,  exhorted  them  to  make  haste  on  their 
journey.  The  village  to  which  he  proposed  to  conduct  them, 
he  said,  was  yet  distant^  the  road  bad  and  difficult  to  find,  and 
if  the  Evil  One  (lookii^  to  Mount  Pilatre  and  crossing  him- 
self) should  send  his  darkness  upon  the  vallev,  the  path  would 
be  both  doubtful  and  dangerous.  The  travellera,  thus  admon- 
ished, gathered  the  capes  of  their  cloaks  close  round  their 
throats,  pulled  their  bonnets  resolvedly  over  their  brows,  drew 
the  buckle  of  the  broad  b^ts  which  fastened  their  mantles, 
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and  eadli  with  a  mountain  staff  in  bis  hand,  well  ihod  with  an 
iron  spike,  they  punned  their  journey  with  unabated  strength 
and  undaunted  spirit 

With  evezy  step  the  seenee  around  them  appeared  to  change. 
Eaoh  mountain,  as  if  its  finn  and  immutable  f otm  were  flexible 
and  varying,  altered  in  appearanoe,  like  that  of  .a  shadowy 
i^parition,  as  the  position  of  the  strangers  relative  to  them 
changed  with  their  motions,  and  as  the  mist,  which  continued 
slowly  though  constantly  to  descend,  influenced  the  rugged 
aspect  of  the  hills  and  valleys  which  it  shrouded  with  its 
vapoury  mantle.  The  nature  of  their  progress,  too^  never 
direct,  but  winding  by  a  narrow  path  along  die  sinuosities  of 
the  valley,  and  making  many  a  circuit  round  precipices  and 
other  obstacles  which  it  was  impossible  to  surmount,  added  to 
the  wild  variety  of  a  journey  in  which  at  last  the  travellers 
totally  lost  any  vague  idea  which  they  had  previously  enter- 
tained concerning  the  direction  in  which  the  road  led  them. 

'I  would,'  said  the  elder,  <we  had  that  mystical  needle 
which  mariners  talk  of,  that  points  ever  to  the  north,  and 
enables  them  to  keep  their  way  on  the  waters,  when  there  is 
neither  cape  nor  headland,  sun,  moon,  nor  stars,  nor  any  mark 
in  heaven  or  earth,  to  tell  them  how  to  steer.' 

'  It  would  scarce  avail  us  among  these  mountains,'  answered 
the  youth;  'for,  thou^  that  wonderful  needle  may  keep  its 
point  to  the  northern  polenstar,  when  it  is  on  a  flat  surface  like 
the  sea,  it  is  not  to  be  thought  it  would  do  so  when  these  huge 
mountains  arise  like  walls  betwixt  the  steel  and  the  object  of 
its  sympathy.' 

'  I  fear  me,'  replied  the  father,  'we  shall  find  our  guide^  who 
has  been  growing  hourly  more  stupid  since  he  left  his  own  vaUey, 
as  useless  as  you  suppose  the  compass  would  be  among  the  hiUs 
of  this  wild  country.  Canst  tell,  my  boy,'  said  he,  addressing 
Antonio  in  bad  Italian,  '  if  we  be  in  &e  road  we  purposed  I' 

'  If  it  please  St.  Antonio,'  said  the  guide,  who  was  obviously 
too  much  confused  to  answer  the  question  directly. 

'And  that  water,  half  covered  with  mist,  which  glimmers 
through  the  fog,  at  the  foot  of  this  huge  black  precipice,  is  it 
still  a  part  of  ike  Lake  cf  Lucerne,  or  have  we  lighted  upon 
another  since  we  ascended  that  last  hill  f ' 

Antonio  could  only  answer  that  they  ought  to  be  on  the 
Lake  of  Lucerne  still,  and  that  he  hoped  that  what  they  saw 
below  them  was  only  a  winding  branch  of  the  same  sheet  of 
water.     But  he  could  say  nothing  with  certain^. 
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'Dog  of  an  Italian ! '  exclaimed  the  yotinger  traveller,  * thoa 
deaervest  to  have  thj  bones  broken,  for  undertaking  a  charge 
which  thou  art  as  incapable  to  perform  as  thou  art  to  guide  us 
to  Heaven  1 ' 

'Peaoe^  Arthur,'  said  his  ftitber;  'if  you  frighten  the  lad, 
he  runs  off,  and  ve  lose  the  smaU  advantage  we  might  have  by 
his  knowledge ;  if  you  use  your  baton,  he  rewards  you  with 
the  stab  of  a  knife,  for  such  is  the  humoiir  of  a  revengeful 
Lombard.  Either  way,  you  are  marred  instead  of  helped. 
Hark  thee  hither,  my  boy,'  he  continued,  in  his  indifferent 
Italian,  '  be  not  afraid  of  that  hot  youngster,  whom  I  will  not 
permit  to  injure  thee ;  but  teU  me,  if  thou  ceiist,  the  names  of 
the  villages  by  which  we  are  to  make  our  journey  to^y  f ' 

The  gentle  mode  in  which  the  elder  traveller  spoke  reassured 
the  lad,  who  had  been  somewhat  alarmed  at  the  harsh  tone  and 
menacing  expressions  of  his  younger  companion  j  and  he  poured 
forth,  in  his  patois,  a  flooa  of  namesy  in  which  the  German 
guttural  sounds  were  strangely  intermixed  with  the  soft  accents 
of  the  Italian,  but  which  carried  to  the  hearer  no  intelligible 
information  concerning  the  object  of  his  question ;  so  that,  at 
length,  he  was  forced  to  conclude, '  Even  lead  on,  in  Our  Lady's 
name,  or  in  St.  Antonio's,  if  you  like  it  better ;  we  shall  but 
lose  time,  I  see,  in  trying  to  understand  each  other.' 

Thev  moved  on  as  before,  with  this  difference,  that  the 
guide,  leading  the  mule,  now  went  first,  and  was  followed  by 
the  other  two,  whose  motions  he  had  formerly  directed  by 
calling  to  them  from  behind.  The  clouds  meantime  became 
thicker  and  thicker,  and  the  mist,  which  had  at  first  been  a 
thin  vapour,  began  now  to  descend  in  the  form  of  a  small  thick 
rain,  which  gathered  like  dew  upon  the  capotes  of  the  traveUers. 
Distant  rueding  and  groaning  sounds  were  heard  among  the 
remote  mountains,  similar  to  those  by  which  the  Evil  Spirit  of 
Mount  Pilatre  had  seemed  to  announce  the  storm.  The  boy 
again  pressed  his  companions  to  advance,  but  at  the  same  time 
threw  impediments  in  the  way  of  their  doing  so,  by  the  slow- 
ness and  indecision  which  he  showed  in  leading  them  on. 

Having  proceeded  in  this  manner  for  three  or  four  miles^ 
which  uncertainty  rendered  doubly  tedious,  the  travellers  were 
at  length  engaged  in  a  narrow  path,  running  along  the  verge 
of  a  precipice.  Beneath  was  water,  but  of  what  description 
they  could  not  ascertain.  The  wind,  indeed,  which  began  to 
be  felt  in  sudden  gusts,  sometimes  swept  aside  the  mist  so 
ccMnpletely  as  to  show  the  waves   glimmering   below;  but 
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whether  they  were  those  of  the  same  lake  on  which  theur  mom- 
ing  journey  had  eontiwmoed,  whether  it  was  another  and  separ- 
ate sheet  of  water  of  a  siinilar  character,  or  whether  it  was  a 
riyer  or  huge  hrook,  the  view  a£R>rded  was  too  indistinct  to 
determine.  Thus  far  was  certain,  that  they  were  not  on  the 
shores  of  the  Lake  of  Lucerne,  where  it  displays  its  usual 
expanse  of  waters ;  for  the  same  hurricane  g^ts  which  showed 
them  water  in  the  hottom  of  the  glen  gave  them  a  transient 
view  of  the  opposite  side,  at  what  exact  distance  they  could  not 
well  discern,  but  near  enough  to  show  tall  abrupt  rocks  and 
shaggy  pine  trees,  here  united  in  groups^  and  there  singly 
anchored  among  l^e  difib  which  OTcrhung  the  water.  Tim 
was  a  more  distinct  landscape  than  the  &rther  side  of  the  lake 
would  have  offered,  had  they  been  on  the  right  road. 

Hitherto  the  path,  though  steep  and  rugged,  was  plainly 
enough  indicated,  and  showed  traces  of  having  been  used  both 
by  riders  and  foot  passengers.  But  suddenly,  as  Antonio  with 
the  loaded  mule  had  reached  a  projecting  eminence,  around  the 
peak  of  which  the  path  made  a  sharp  turn,  he  stopped  nbori, 
with  his  usual  exclamation,  addressed  to  his  patron  saint.  It 
appeared  to  Arthur  that  the  mule  shared  the  terrors  of  the 
guide ;  for  it  started  back,  put  forwards  its  fore  feet  separate 
from  each  other,  and  seemed,  by  the  attitude  which  it  assumed, 
to  intimate  a  determination  to  resist  every  proposal  to  advance, 
at  the  same  time  expressing  horror  and  fear  at  the  prospect 
which  lay  before  it. 

Arthur  pressed  forward,  not  only  from  curiosity,  but  that  he 
might  if  possible  bear  the  brunt  of  any  danger  before  his  father 
came  up  to  share  it.  Li  less  time  than  we  have  taken  to  tell  the 
stoiy,  ike  young  man  stood  beside  Antonio  and  the  mule,  upon 
a  platform  of  rock  on  which  the  road  seemed  absolutely  to 
terminate,  and  from  the  farther  side  of  which  a  precipice  sunk 
sheer  down,  to  what  depth  the  mist  did  not  permit  him  to 
discern,  but,  certainly  uninterrupted  for  more  than  three  hun- 
dred feet. 

The  blank  expression  which  overcast  the  visage  of  the 
younger  traveller,  and  traces  of  which  might  be  diac^ned  in 
the  physiognomy  of  the  beast  of  burden,  announced  alarm  and 
mortification  at  this  unexpected,  and,  as  it  seemed,  insurmount- 
able, obstacle.  Nor  did  tiie  looks  of  the  father,  who  presently 
after  came  up  to  the  same  spot,  convey  either  hope  or  comfort 
He  stood  with  the  others  gazing  on  the  misty  gulf  beneath 
them,  and  looking  all  around,  but  in  vain,  for  some  continuation 
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of  the  path,  whidh  oertamly  had  never  been  origmally  designed 
to  t^nunate  in  this  sommary  manner.  As  they  stood  tmoertain 
what  to  do  next,  the  son  in  Tain  attempting  to  disooyer  some 
mode  of  passing  onward,  and  the  father  about  to  propose  that 
they  should  letom  by  the  road  whioh  had  brought  them  hither, 
a  loud  howl  of  the  wind,  more  wild  than  they  had  yet  heard, 
swept  down  the  valley.  All  bang  aware  of  the  dai^er  of 
being  hurled  from  the  precarious  station  which  they  oeoupied, 
snatched  at  bushes  and  rooks  by  whioh  to  secure  th^nselves^ 
and  even  the  poor  mule  seemed  to  steady  itself  in  order  to 
withstand  the  approaching  hurricane.  The  gust  came  with 
such  unexpected  fuxy,  that  it  appeared  to  tibe  travellers  to 
shake  the  very  rook  on  which  they  stood,  and  would  have 
swept  them  from  its  surfooe  like  so  many  dry  leaves,  had  it  not 
been  lor  the  momentaiy  precautions  which  they  had  taken  for 
their  safety.  But  as  the  wind  rushed  down  the  glen,  it  com- 
pletely removed  for  the  space  of  three  or  four  minutes  the  veil 
of  mist  which  fonner  gusts  had  only  served  to  agitate  or 
discompose,  and  showed  them  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 
interruption  which  they  had  met  with  so  unexpectedly. 

The  rapid  but  correct  eye  of  Arthur  was  then  able  to 
ascertain  that  the  path,  after  leaving  the  platform  of  rock  on 
which  they  stood,  had  originally  passed  upwards  in  the  same 
direction  along  the  edge  c^  a  steep  bank  of  earth,  which  had 
then  formed  the  upper  covering  of  a  stratum  of  precipitous 
rocks.  But  it  had  chanced,  in  some  of  the  convulsions  of 
nature  which  take  place  in  those  wild  regions,  where  she  works 
upon  a  scale  so  formidable^  that  the  earth  had  made  a  slip^  or 
almost  a  predpitous  descent^  from  the  rock,  and  been  hurled 
downwards  with  the  path,  which  was  traced  along  the  top^  and 
with  bushes,  trees,  or  whatever  grew  upon  it,  into  the  channel 
of  the  stream;  for  such  they  could  now  discern  the  water 
beneath  them  to  be,  and  not  a  lake,  or  an  arm  of  a  lake^  as 
they  had  hitherto  supposed. 

The  immediate  cause  of  this  phenomenon  might  probably 
have  been  an  earthquake,  not  unfrequent  in  ti^t  coimtrv. 
The  bank  of  earth,  now  a  confused  mass  of  ruins  inverted  m 
its  fall,  showed  some  trees  growii^  in  a  horizontal  position, 
and  othen,  which,  having  pitched  on  their  heads  in  their 
descent,  were  at  once  inverted  and  shattered  to  pieces,  and  lay 
a  sport  to  the  streams  of  the  river  which  they  had  heretofore 
covered  with  gloomy  shadow.  The  gaunt  precipice  which  re- 
mained behind,  like  the  skeleton  of  some  huge  monster  divested 
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of  its  flesh,  f omed  the  wall  of  a  featfal  abyBs,  lesembling  the 
face  of  a  newl j-wioaght  quarry,  more  dismal  of  aspect  txom  the 
rawness  of  its  recent  formation,  and  from  its  being  as  yet  mi- 
covered  with  any  of  the  vegetation  with  which  nature  speedily 
mantles  over  the  bare  soihoe  even  of  her  sternest  crags  and 
precipices. 

Besides  remarking  these  appearances,  which  tended  to  show 
that  this  interruption  of  the  road  had  been  of  recent  occur- 
rence, Arthur  was  able  to  observe,  on  the  further  side  of  the 
river,  higher  up  the  valley,  and  rising  out  of  the  pine  forests, 
interspersed  with  rocks,  a  square  building  of  considouble 
height,  like  the  ruins  of  a  Gothic  tower.  He  pointed  out  this 
remarkable  object  to  Antonio,  and  demanded  if  he  knew  it, 
justly  conjecturing  that,  from  the  peculiarity  of  the  site,  it  was 
a  landmark  not  easily  to  be  fozgotten  by  any  who  had  seen  it 
before.  Accordingly,  it  was  gladly  and  promptly  recognised 
by  the  lad,  who  called  cheerfully  out  that  the  place  was  Geier- 
stein — ^that  is,  as  he  explained  it,  the  Bock  of  the  Vultures. 
He  knew  it,  he  said,  by  the  old  tower,  as  well  as  by  a  huge 
pinnacle  of  rock  which  arose  near  it,  almost  in  the  form  of  a 
steeple,  to  the  top  of  which  the  lammeigeier  (one  of  the  largest 
birds  of  prey  known  to  exist)  had  in  former  days  transported 
the  child  of  an  ancient  lord  of  the  castle.  He  proceeded  to 
recount  the  vow  which  was  made  by  the  knight  of  Geierstein 
to  Our  Lady  of  Einsiedlen;  and,  while  he  spoke,  the  castle^ 
rocks,  woods,  and  precipices  again  faded  in  mist.  But  as  he 
concluded  his  wonderful  narrative  with  the  miracle  which 
restored  the  infant  again  to  its  father's  amis,  he  cried  out 
suddenly,  'Look  to  yourselves — ^the  storm! — ^the  storm!'  It 
came  accordingly,  and,  sweeping  the  mist  before  it,  again 
bestowed  on  the  travellers  a  view  of  the  horrors  around  them. 

'  Ay ! '  quoth  Antonio^  triumphantly,  as  the  gust  abated, 
'old  Pontius  loves  little  to  hear  of  Our  Lady  of  Einsiedlen;  but 
she  will  keep  her  own  with  him.    Ave  Aiana ! ' 

'That  tower,'  said  the  young  traveller,  'seems  uninhabited. 
I  can  descry  no  smoke,  and  the  battlement  appears  ruinous.' 

'  It  has  not  been  inhabited  for  many  a  day,'  answered  the 
guide.  '  But  I  would  I  were  at  it,  for  all  that.  Honest  Arnold 
Biederman,  the  kmdamman  (chief  magistrate)  of  the  canton 
of  Unterwalden,  dwells  near,  and  I  warrant  you  distressed 
strangers  will  not  want  the  best  that  cupboard  and  cellar  can 
find  them  wherever  he  holds  rule.' 

'I  have  heard  of  him,'  said  the  elder  traveller,    whom 
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Antonio  had  been  taught  to  call  Seignor  Philipaon — 'a  good 
and  hospitable  man^  and  one  who  enjoys  deeerred  weight  with 
his  oountrymen*' 

'Yoa  haye  spoken  him  right,  seignor/  answered  the  guide; 
'and  I  would  we  oould  reach  his  house,  where  you  should  be 
sure  of  hospitable  treatment,  and  a  good  direction  for  your 
next  day's  journey.  But  how  we  are  to  get  to  the  Vulture's 
Castle,  unless  we  had  wings  like  the  yulture,  is  a  question  hard 
to  answer.' 

Arthur  replied  by  a  daring  proposal,  which  the  reader  will 
find  in  the  next  chapter. 


} 


CHAPTER  n 

Aw&y  with  me. 
The  eloiidB  mw  thicker— there— now  leui  on  me. 
Place  your  root  here — ^here^  tmke  this  ateff,  end  oUng 
A  moment  to  that  ahrab— now,  giye  me  your  hand. 

•  •••••• 

The  ohalet  will  be  gained  in  half  an  hour. 

Aftbb  sonreyiDg  the  desolate  Boene  as  aoeorately  as  the  stomiy 
state  of  the  atmosphere  would  pennit,  the  younger  of  the 
trayeUeiB  observed,  'In  any  other  country  I  should  say  the 
tempest  begins  to  abate,  but  what  to  ezpdot  in  this  land  of 
desolation  it  were  rash  to  decide.  If  the  apostate  spirit  of 
Pilate  be  actually  on  the  blast,  these  lingering  and  more  distant 
howls  seem  to  intimate  that  he  is  returning  to  his  place  of 
punishment.  The  pathway  has  sunk  with  the  ground  on 
which  it  was  traced :  I  can  see  part  of  it  lying  down  in  the 
abyss,  marking,  as  with  a  streak  of  day,  yonder  mass  of  earth 
and  stone.  But  I  think  it  possible,  with  your  permissioD, 
my  father,  that  I  could  still  scramble  forward  aI(Hig  the  edge 
of  the  precipice,  till  I  come  in  sight  of  the  habitation  which 
the  lad  tells  us  of.  If  there  be  actually  such  a  one,  there 
must  be  an  access  to  it  somewhere;  and  if  I  cannot  find 
the  path  out,  I  can  at  least  make  a  signal  to  those  who 
dwell  near  the  Vulture's  Nest  yonder,  and  obtain  scxne  friendly 
guidance.' 

'I  cannot  consent  to  your  incurring  such  a  risk,'  said  his 
fother;  'let  the  lad  go  forward,  if  he  can  and  wiU.  He  is 
mountain-bred,  and  I  will  reward  him  richly.' 

But  Antonio  declined  the  proposal  absolutely  and  decidedly. 
'  I  am  moimtain-bred,'  he  said,  '  but  I  am  no  chamois-himter ; 
and  I  have  no  wings  to  transport  me  from  cliff  to  difi^  like  a 
rayen — gold  is  not  worth  life.' 

'And  God  forbid,'  said  Seignor  Philipson,  'that  I  should 
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tempt  tbee  to  we^  them  against  each  other  1    Go  on,  then, 
my  BOD — ^I  follow  thee.' 

'Under  your  favoor,  dearest  sir,  no,'  replied  the  yonng 
man ;  Mt  is  enough  to  endanger  the  life  of  one,  and  mine,  far 
the  most  worthless,  should,  by  all  the  roles  of  wisdom  as  well 
as  nature,  be  put  first  in  hasard.' 

*  No^  Arthur,'  replied  his  father,  in  a  determined  yoice-— '  no, 
my  son :  I  have  survived  much,  but  I  will  not  survive  thee.' 

'I  fear  not  for  the  issue^  fttther,  if  you  permit  me  to  go 
alone ;  but  I  cannot  dare  not — ^undertake  a  task  so  perilous, 
if  you  persist  in  attempting  to  share  it^  with  no  better  aid  than 
mine.  While  I  endeavoured  to  make  a  new  advance,  I  should 
be  ever  looking  back  to  see  how  you  might  attain  the  station 
which  I  was  about  to  leave.  And  bethink  you,  dearest  father, 
that^  if  I  fall,  I  fall  an  unregarded  thing,  oi  as  little  mom^ 
as  the  stone  or  tree  which  hisus  toppled  headlong  down  before 
me.  But  you — should  your  foot  slip  or  vour  hand  foil,  bethink 
you  what  and  how  much  must  needs  faU  with  you  1 ' 

<  Thou  art  rights  my  child,'  said  the  father.  '  I  still  have 
that  which  binds  me  to  lif e^  even  though  I  were  to  lose  in  thee 
all  that  is  dear  to  me.  Our  Lady  and  Our  Lady's  knight  bless 
thee  and  prosper  thee,  my  child  1  Thy  foot  is  young,  thy  hand 
is  strong;  thou  hast  not  climbed  Plynlimmon  in  vain.  Be 
bold,  but  be  wary ;  remember  there  is  a  man  who^  idling  thee, 
has  but  one  act  of  duty  to  bind  him  to  the  earth,  and,  that 
discharged,  who  will  soon  follow  thee.' 

The  young  man  accordingly  prepared  for  his  journey,  and, 
stripping  himself  of  his  cumbrous  cloak,  showed  his  well- 
proportioned  limbs  in  a  jerkin  of  grey  cloth,  which  sat  close 
to  his  person.  The  father's  resolution  gave  way  when  his  son 
turned  round  to  bid  him  farewell.  He  recalled  his  permission, 
and  in  a  peremptory  tone  forbade  him  to  proceed.  But  without 
listening  to  the  prohibition,  Arthur  had  commenced  his  perilous 
adventure.  Descending  from  the  platform  on  which  he  stood, 
by  the  boughs  of  an  old  ash-tree  which  thrust  itself  out  of  the 
deft  of  a  rock,  the  youth  was  enabled  to  gain,  though  at 
great  risk,  a  narrow  ledge,  the  very  brink  of  Uie  precipice,  by 
creeping  along  which  he  hoped  to  pass  on  till  he  made  himself 
heard  or  seen  from  the  habitation,  of  whose  existence  the  guide 
had  informed  him.  His  situation,  as  he  pursued  this  bold 
purpose,  appeared  so  precarious,  that  even  the  hired  attendant 
hardly  dand  to  draw  breath  as  he  gazed  on  him.  The  ledge 
which  supported  him  seemed  to  grow  so  narrow  as  he  passed 
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along  it  aa  to  beoome  altogether  mvisible,  while  aometimeB  with 
his  face  tx>  the  precipice,  sometimes  looking  forward,  sometimes 
\  glancing  his  eyes  upward,  but  never  yeaturing  to  oast  a  look 
\ }  below,  lest  his  brain  should  grow  giddy  at  a  sight  so  appalling, 
he  wound  his  way  onward.  To  his  Mher  and  the  attendant^ 
who  beheld  his  progress,  it  was  less  that  of  a  man  adyanoing 
in  the  ordinary  manner,  and  resting  by  aught  oonnected  with 
the  firm  earth,  than  that  of  an  insect  crawling  along  the  fooe 
of  a  perpendicular  wall,  of  whose  progreesiTe  movement  we  are 
indeed  sensible^  but  cannot  perceive  the  means  of  its  support. 
And  bitterly,  most  bitterly,  did  the  miserable  parent  now 
lament  that  he  had  not  persisted  in  his  purpose  to  encounter 
the  baffling,  and  even  perilous,  measure  of  retracing  his  steps  to 
the  habitation  of  the  preceding  night.  He  should  then,  at 
leasts  have  partaken  the  fate  of  the  son  of  his  love. 

Meanwhile,  the  young  man's  spirits  were  strongly  l»aoed  for 
the  performance  of  his  perilous  task.  He  laid  a  powerful 
restraint  on  his  imagination,  which  in  general  was  sufficiently 
active,  and  refused  to  listen,  even  for  an  instant^  to  any  of  the 
\  horrible  insinuations  by  which  fancy  augments  actual  danger. 
He  endeavoured  manfully  to  reduce  all  aroimd  him  to  the 
vj  scale  of  right  reason,  as  the  best  support  of  true  courage. 
^This  ledge  of  rock,'  he  urged  to  himself,  'is  but  narrow,  yet 
it  has  breadth  enough  to  support  me ;  these  difiSs  and  crevices  in 
the  surface  are  small  and  distant^  but  the  one  affords  aa  secure 
a  resting-place  to  my  f  eet^  the  other  as  available  a  grasp  to  my 
hands,  as  if  I  stood  on  a  platform  of  a  cubit  broad,  and  rested 
my  arm  on  a  balustrade  of  marble.  My  safety,  therefore, 
depends  on  myself.  If  I  move  with  decision,  step  firmly,  and 
hold  fast,  what  signifies  how  near  I  am  to  the  mouth  of  an 
abyssf 

Thus  estimating  the  extent  of  his  danger  by  the  measure  of 
sound  sense  and  reality,  and  supported  by  some  degree  of 
practice  in  such  exerciBe,  the  brave  youth  went  forward  on  his 
awful  journey,  step  by  step,  winning  his  way  with  a  caution, 
and  fortitude,  and  preseace  of  mind  which  alone  could  have 
saved  him  from  instant  destruction.  At  length  he  gained  a 
point  where  a  projecting  rock  formed  the  angle  of  the  precipice, 
80  far  as  it  had  been  visible  to  him  from  tfa^  platform.  Thia^ 
therefore,  was  the  critical  point  of  his  undertaking ;  but  it  was 
also  the  most  perilous  part  of  it.  The  rook  projected  more 
than  six  feet  forward  over  the  torrent,  which  he  heard  raging 
at  the  depth  of  a  hundred  yards  beneath,  with  a  noise  like 
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sabtemnean  thunder.  He  examined  the  spot  with  the  utmoet 
care,  and  was  led,  by  the  existence  of  shrubs,  grass,  and  even 
stunted  trees,  to  believe  that  this  rock  mariced  the  farthest 
extent  of  the  slip  or  slide  of  earth,  and  that,  could  he  but 
turn  round  the  angle  of  which  it  was  the  termination,  he  might 
hope  to  attain  the  continuation  of  the  path  which  had  been  so 
strangely  interrupted  by  this  convulsion  of  nature.  But  the 
crag  jutted  out  so  much  as  to  afford  no  possibility  of  passing 
either  under  or  around  it ;  and  as  it  rose  several  feet  above  the 
position  which  Arthur  had  attained,  it  was  no  easy  matter  to 
climb  over  it.  This  was,  however,  the  course  which  he  chose, 
as  the  only  mode  of  surmounting  what  he  hoped  might  prove 
the  last  obstacle  to  his  voyage  of  discovery.  A  projecting 
tree  afforded  him  the  means  of  raising  and  swinging  himsefi 
up  to  the  top  d  the  crag.  But  he  had  scarcely  planted  him- 
self on  it»  had  scarcely  a  moment  to  congratulate  himself  on 
seeing,  amid  a  wild  chaos  of  difb  and  wood,  the  gloomy  ruins 
of  Geierstein,  with  smoke  arising,  and  indicating  something 
like  a  human  habitation  beside  them,  when,  to  his  extreme 
terror,  he  felt  the  huge  cliff  on  which  he  stood  tremble,  stoop 
slowly  forward,  and  ^ndually  sink  from  its  position.  Project- 
ing as  it  was,  and  shaken  as  its  equilibrium  had  been  by  the 
recent  earthquake,  it  lay  now  so  insecurely  poised,  that  its 
balance  was  entirely  destroyed  even  by  the  addition  of  the 
young  man's  weight. 

Aroused  by  the  inuninence  of  the  danger,  Arthur,  by  an  in- 
stinctive attempt  at  self-preservation,  drew  cautiously  back 
from  the  falling  crag  into  the  tree  by  which  he  had  ascended, 
and  turned  his  head  back  as  if  spellbound,  to  watch  the 
descent  of  the  fatal  rock  from  which  he  had  just  retreated.  It 
tottered  for  two  or  three  seconds,  as  if  uncertain  which  way  to 
fall;  and  had  it  taken  a  sidelong  direction,  must  have  dashed  the 
adventurer  from  his  place  of  r^ge,  or  borne  both  the  tree  and 
him  headlong  down  into  the  river.  After  a  moment  of  horrible 
uncertainty,  the  power  of  gravitation  determined  a  direct  and 
forward  descents  Down  went  the  huge  fragment^  which  must 
have  weighed  at  least  twenty  ton,  rending  and  splintering  in  its 
precipitate  course  the  trees  and  bushes  which  it  encountered, 
and  settling  at  length  in  the  channel  of  the  torrent,  with  a  din 
equal  to  the  dischaige  of  a  hundred  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
sound  was  re-echoed  from  bank  to  bank,  from  precipice  to 
precipice,  with  emulative  thunders ;  nor  was  the  tumult  silent 
till  it  rose  into  the  region  of  eternal  snows,  which,  equally 
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inflendble  to  tenestanal  raonncbi  and  unfaTOunble  to  animal 
life,  heaid  the  roar  in  their  majestic  aolituide,  but  mifhnd  it  to 
die  away  without  a  respcxisiye  v<noe. 

What,  in  the  meanwhile,  were  the  thoughts  of  the  diatraoted 
father,  who  saw  the  ponderous  rock  descend,  but  could  not 
mark  whether  his  only  son  had  borne  it  company  in  its  dread> 
ful  fall  1  His  first  impulse  was  to  rush  forward  along  the  face 
of  the  precipice  which  he  had  seen  Arthur  so  lately  trayenie ; 
and  when  the  lad  Antonio  withheld  him,  by  throwing  his  arms 
around  him,  he  turned  on  the  guide  with  the  fuiy  of  a  bear 
which  had  been  robbed  of  her  cubs. 

< Unhand  me^  base  peasant,'  he  exclaimed,  'or  thou  diest  on 
the  spot  1 ' 

'Alas!'  said  the  poor  boy,  dropping  on  his  knees  before  him, 
'  I  too  have  a  father  1  * 

The  appeal  went  to  the  heart  of  the  traveller,  who  instantly 
let  the  lad  go^  and,  holding  up  his  hands  and  lifting  his  eyes 
towards  heaven,  said,  in  accents  of  the  deepest  agony,  mingled 
with  devout  resignation,  *FuU  votunUu  tua!  He  was  my  last, 
and  lovelieet,  and  best  beloved,  and  most  worthy  of  my  love ; 
and  yonder,'  he  added — '  yonder  over  the  glen  soar  the  birds  of 
prey  who  are  to  feast  on  his  young  blood.  But  I  will  see  him 
once  more,'  ezdaimed  the  miserable  parent,  as  the  huge  carrion 
vulture  floated  past  him  on  the  thick  air — 'I  will  see  my 
Arthur  once  more,  ere  the  wolf  and  the  eagle  mangle  him — ^I 
will  see  all  of  him  that  earth  still  holds.  Detain  me  not ;  but 
abide  here,  and  watch  me  as  I  advance.  If  I  fall,  as  is  most 
likely,  I  charge  you  to  take  the  scaled  papers  wMch  you  will 
find  in  the  viJise,  and  cany  them  to  the  person  to  whom  they 
are  addressed,  with  the  least  possible  delay.  There  is  money 
enough  in  the  purse  to  buiy  me  with  my  poor  boy,  and  to 
cause  maooofl  be  said  for  our  souls,  and  yet  leave  you  a  rich 
recompense  for  your  journey.' 

The  honest  Swiss  lad,  obtuse  in  his  understanding,  but  kind 
and  faithful  in  his  disposition,  blubbered  as  his  employer  spoke, 
and,  afraid  to  offer  farther  remonstrance  or  oppoution,  saw  his 
temporary  master  prepare  himself  to  traverse  the  same  fatal 
precipice  over  the  verge  of  which  his  ill-fated  son  had  seemed 
to  pass  to  the  fate  which,  with  all  the  wildness  of  a  parent's 
anguish,  his  &ther  was  hastening  to  share. 

Suddenly  there  was  heard,  from  beyond  the  fatal  angle  from 
which  the  mass  of  stone  had  been  displaced  by  Arthur's  rash 
ascent^  the  loud  hoarse  sound  of  one  of  those  huge  horns  made 
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oat  of  the  spoils  of  the  urus,  or  wild  bull,  of  Switserland,  which 
in  aDoient  times  annoimoed  the  tenozs  of  the  (duucge  of  these 
mountaineersy  and,  indeed,  served  them  in  war  instead  of  all 
musical  instruments. 

'  Hold,  sir — ^hold ! '  exclaimed  the  Grison,  '  yonder  is  a  signal 
from  Geierstein.  Some  one  will  presently  come  to  our  assist- 
ance,  and  show  us  the  safer  way  to  seek  for  your  son.  And 
look  you — at  yon  green  bush  that  is  glimmering  through  the 
mist,  St.  Antonio  preserve  me,  as  I  see  a  white  doth  displayed 
there  I    It  is  just  beyond  the  point  where  the  rook  fell.' 

The  father  endeavoured  to  fix  his  eyes  on  the  spot^  but  they 
filled  so  fast  with  tears,  that  they  oomd  not  discern  the  object 
which  the  guide  pointed  out.  '  It  is  all  in  vain,'  he  said,  dash- 
ing the  tears  frcnn  his  eyes :  '  I  shall  never  see  more  of  him 
than  his  lifeless  remains.' 

'Tou  will — ^you  will  see  him  in  life^'  said  the  Grison.  'St. 
Antonio  wills  it  so.    See,  the  white  doth  waves  again.' 

*  Some  remnant  of  his  garments,'  said  the  despairing  father 
— 'some  wretched  memonal  of  his  ftite.  No,  my  eyes  see  it 
not.  I  have  beheld  the  fall  of  my  house ;  would  that  the  vul- 
tures of  these  crags  had  rather  torn  them  from  their  sockets  1 ' 

*  Tet  look  again,'  said  the  Swiss ;  '  the  cloth  hangs  not  loose 
upon  a  bough :  I  can  see  that  it  is  raised  on  the  end  of  a  staff, 
and  is  distinctly  waved  to  and  fro.  Tour  son  makes  a  signal 
that  he  is  safe.' 

'And  if  it  be  so,'  said  the  traveller,  clasping  his  hands 
together,  '  blessed  be  the  eyes  that  see  it,  and  the  tongue  that 
tdls  it !  If  we  find  my  son,  and  find  him  alive,  this  day  shall 
be  a  lucky  one  for  thee  too.' 

'  Nay,'  answered  the  lad,  '  I  only  ask  that  you  will  abide 
still,  and  act  by  counsel,  and  I  will  hold  myself  quit  lor  my 
services.  Only,  it  is  not  creditaUe  to  an  honest  lad  to  have 
people  lose  themsdves  by  their  own  wilfulness ;  for  the  blame, 
after  all,  is  sure  to  fall  upon  the  guide,  as  if  he  could  prevent 
old  Pontius  from  shaking  the  mist  from  his  brow,  or  banks  of 
earth  from  dipping  down  into  the  valley  at  a  time^  or  young 
hare-brained  gallants  from  walking  upon  predpices  as  narrow 
as  the  edge  of  a  knife,  <xr  madmen,  whose  grey  hiurs  might  make 
them  wiser,  from  drawing  daggers  like  braves  in  Lombardy.' 

Thus  the  guide  ran  on,  and  in  that  vein  he  might  have  long 
continued,  for  Seignor  Philipeon  heard  him  not  Each  throb 
of  Ids  pulse,  eadi  thought  of  his  heart,  was  directed  towards 
the  object  which  the  lad  refeixed  to  as  a  signal  of  his  son's 
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safety.  He  became  at  length  satisfied  that  the  sigiial  was 
actually  waved  by  a  human  hand ;  and,  as  eager  m  the  glow 
of  reyiying  hope  as  he  had  of  late  been  under  tiie  influence  of 
desperate  grief,  he  again  prepared  for  the  attempt  of  advancing 
towards  his  son,  and  assisting  him,  if  possible^  in  regaining  a 
place  of  safety.  But  the  entreaties  anid  reiterated  assuranoes 
of  his  guide  induced  him  to  pause. 

'Are  you  fit,'  he  said,  'to  go  on  the  cragt  Can  you  repeat 
your  credo  and  ave  without  missing  or  misplacing  a  word  I  for 
without  that  our  old  mea  say  your  neck,  had  you  a  score  of 
them,  would  be  in  danger.  Is  your  eye  dear,  and  your  feet 
firmi  I  trow  the  one  streams  like  a  fountain,  and  the  other 
shakes  like  the  aspen  which  overhangs  it  1  Best  here  till  those 
arrive  who  are  hx  more  able  to  give  your  son  help  than  either 
you  or  I  are.  I  judge,  by  the  fashion  of  his  blowing,  that 
yonder  is  the  horn  of  the  goodman  of  Geierstein,  Arnold 
!Biedennan.  He  hath  seen  your  son's  danger,  and  is  even  now 
providing  for  his  safety  and  ours.  There  are  cases  in  which 
the  aid  of  one  stranger,  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  is 
worth  that  of  three  brothers  who  know  not  the  crags.' 

'But  if  yonder  horn  really  sounded  a  signal,'  said  the 
traveller,  '  how  chanced  it  that  my  son  replied  not  I ' 

'  And  if  he  did  so^  as  is  most  likely  he  did,'  rejoined  the 
Orison,  'how  should  we  have  heard  himt  The  bugle  of  Uri 
itself  sounded  amid  these  horrible  dins  of  water  and  tempest 
like  the  reed  of  a  shepherd  boy;  and  how  think  you  we  should 
hear  the  halloo  of  a  man  9 ' 

'Tet,  methinks,'  said  Seigneur  Philipaon,  'I  do  hear  some- 
thing amid  this  roar  of  elements  which  is  like  a  human  voice ; 
but  it  is  not  Arthur's.' 

'I  wot  well,  no,'  answered  the  Orison:  'that  is  a  wcnnan's 
voice.  The  maidens  will  converae  with  each  other  in  that 
manner,  from  cliff  to  cliff,  through  storm  and  tempest,  were 
there  a  mile  between.' 

'  Now,  Heaven  be  praised  for  this  providential  rdief ! '  said 
Seignor  Philipson ;  '  I  trust  we  shall  yet  see  this  dreadful  day 
safely  ended.     I  will  halloo  in  answer.' 

He  attempted  to  do  so^  but,  inexperienced  in  the  art  of 
making  himself  heard  in  such  a  country,  he  pitched  his  voice 
in  the  same  key  with  that  of  the  roar  of  wave  and  wind ;  so 
that,  even  at  twenty  yards  from  the  place  where  he  was  speak- 
ing, it  must  have  b^n  totally  indistinguishable  from  that  of 
the  elemental  war  around  them.  The  lad  smiled  at  his  patron's 
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meffeottuJ  attempta,  and  then  laiaed  his  voioe  himBelf  in  a 
high,  wild,  and  prolonged  scream,  which,  while  produced  with 
apparently  much  less  effort  than  that  of  the  Englishman,  was, 
neyertheless,  a  distinct  sound,  separated  from  others  hj  the 
key  to  which  it  was  pitched,  and  was  prohably  audible  to  a 
yery  considerable  distance.  It  was  presently  answered  by 
distant  cries  of  the  same  nature,  which  gradually  approached 
the  platform,  bringing  renovated  hope  to  the  anxious  trareller. 
If  the  distress  of  tibe  father  rendered  his  condition  an  object 
of  deep  compassion,  that  of  the  son,  at  the  same  moment^  was 
sufficiently  perilous.  We  have  already  stated  that  Arthtu" 
Philipson  had  commenced  his  precarious  journey  along  the 
precipice  with  all  the  coolness,  resolution,  and  unshaken  deter- 
mination of  mind  which  was  most  essential  to  a  task  where  all 
must  depend  upon  firmness  of  nerve.  But  the  formidable 
accident  which  checked  his  onward  progress  was  of  a  character 
so  dreadful  as  made  him  feel  all  the  bittecness  of  a  death 
instant,  horrible,  and,  as  it  seemed,  inevitable.  The  solid  rock 
had  trembled  and  rent  beneath  his  footsteps,  and  although,  by 
an  efifort  rather  mechanical  than  voluntary,  he  had  withdrawn 
himself  from  the  instant  ruin  attending  its  descent,  he  felt  as 
if  the  better  part  of  him,  his  firmness  of  mind  and  strength  of 
body,  had  been  rent  away  with  the  descending  rock,  as  it  fell 
thundering,  with  clouds  of  dust  and  smoke,  into  the  torrents 
and  whirlpools  of  the  vexed  gulf  beneath.  In  fact,  the  seaman 
swept  from  the  deck  of  a  wrecked  vessel,  drenched  in  the  waves, 
and  battered  against  the  rocks  on  the  shore,  does  not  difier 
more  from  the  same  manner  when,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  gale,  he  stood  upon  the  deck  of  his  favourite  ship,  proud  of 
her  strength  and  his  own  dexterity,  than  Arthur,  when  com- 
mencing his  journey,  from  the  same  Arthur,  while  clinging  to 
the  decayed  trunk  of  an  old  tree,  from  which,  suspended  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth,  he  saw  the  fall  of  the  crag  which  he 
had  so  nearly  accompanied.  The  effects  of  his  terror,  indeed, 
were  physiciid  as  well  as  moral,  for  a  thousand  colours  played 
before  his  eyes ;  he  was  attacked  by  a  sick  dizziness,  and  de- 
prived at  once  of  the  obedience  of  those  limbs  which  had 
hitherto  served  him  so  admirably ;  his  arms  and  hands,  as  if 
no  longer  at  his  own  command,  now  clung  to  the  branches  of 
the  tree,  with  a  cramp-like  tenacity  over  which  he  seemed  to 
possess  no  power,  and  now  trembled  in  a  state  of  such  complete 
nervous  relaxation  as  led  him  to  fear  that  they  were  becoming 
unable  to  support  him  longer  in  his  pomticm. 
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An  inoident^  in  itself  trifling,  added  to  the  difltren  ooca- 
aioned  by  this  alienation  of  his  powers.  All  living  things  in 
the  neighbourhood  had,  as  might  be  supposed,  been  startled  by 
the  tremendous  fall  to  which  his  progress  had  given  oooasion. 
Flights  of  owls,  bats,  and  other  birds  of  daikness,  compelled  to 
betake  themselves  to  the  air,  had  lost  no  time  in  retuning  into 
their  bowers  of  ivy,  or  the  harbour  afiforded  them  by  the  rifts 
and  holes  of  the  neighbouring  rooks.  One  of  this  ill-omened 
flight  chanced  to  be  a  lammeigeier,  or  Alpine  vulture,  a  bird 
laiger  and  more  voracious  than  the  eagle  himself,  and  whidi 
Arthur  had  not  been  accustomed  to  see,  or  at  least  to  look 
upon  closely.  With  the  insttnet  of  most  birds  of  prey,  it  is  the 
custom  of  this  creature,  when  gorged  with  food,  to  assume  some 
station  of  inaccessible  security,  and  there  remain  stationary  and 
motionless  for  days  together,  till  the  work  of  digestion  has  been 
accomplished,  and  activity  returns  with  the  pressure  of  appetite. 
Disturbed  from  such  a  state  of  repose,  one  of  these  terrific 
birds  had  risen  from  the  ravine  to  which  the  species  gives  its 
name,  and  having  circled  unwillingly  round,  with  a  ghastly 
scream  and  a  flagging  wing,  it  had  sunk  down  upon  the  pin- 
nacle of  a  crag,  not  four  yards  from  the  tree  in  which  Arthur 
held  his  precarious  station.  Although  still  in  some  degree 
stupified  by  torpor,  it  seemed  encouraged  by  the  motionless 
state  of  the  young  man  to  suppose  him  dead  or  dyings  and  sat 
there  and  ga^  at  him,  without  displaying  any  of  that  appre- 
hension which  the  fiercest  animals  usually  entertain  from  the 
vicinity  of  man. 

As  Arthur,  endeavouring  to  shake  off  the  incapacitating 
effects  of  his  panic  fear,  raised  his  eyes  to  look  gradually  and 
cautiously  around,  he  encountered  those  of  the  voracious  and 
obscene  bird,  whose  head  and  neck  denuded  of  feathers,  her 
eyes  surrounded  by  an  iris  of  an  orange- tawny  colour,  and  a 
position  more  horizontal  than  erect,  distinguished  her  as  mudi 
from  the  noble  carriage  and  graceful  propcurtions  of  the  eagle 
as  those  of  the  lion  place  him  in  the  ranks  of  creation  above 
the  gaunt,  ravenous,  grisly,  yet  dastard  wolf. 

As  if  arrested  by  a  charm,  the  eyes  of  young  Philipson 
remained  bent  on  this  ill-omened  and  iU-favourod  bird,  without 
his  having  the  power  to  remove  them.  The  apprehension  of 
dangers,  ideal  as  well  as  real,  weighed  upon  his  weakened  mind, 
disabled  as  it  was  by  the  circumstances  of  his  situation.  The 
near  approach  of  a  creature  not  more  loathsome  to  the  human 
race  thui  averse  to  come  within  their  reach  seemed  as  ominous 
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m  it  W9m  vmisiiaL  Why  did  it  gaoe  oq  him  with  Booh  glaring 
eamestnesB^  projeotiiig  its  disgiuting  fomiy  as  if  presently  to 
alight  upon  his  person!  The  fool  bird,  vas  she  the  demon  of 
the  plaoe  to  which  her  name  referred,  and  did  she  come  to 
emit  that  an  intmder  on  her  haunts  seemed  inyoWed  amid 
their  perils,  with  little  hope  or  chance  of  deliyerancet  Or  was 
it  a  natiye  Tultore  of  the  rocks,  whose  sagacity  foresaw  that 
the  rash  traveller  was  soon  destined  to  become  its  victim  t 
Gould  the  creaturei  whose  senses  are  said  to  be  so  acute,  argue 
from  dioumstances  the  stranger's  approaching  death,  and  wait^ 
like  a  raven  or  hooded  crow  hy  a  dying  sheep^  for  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  commence  her  ravenous  banquet  9  Was  he 
doomed  to  feel  its  beak  and  talons  before  his  heart's  blood 
diould  cease  to  beat!  Had  he  already  lost  the  dignity  of 
humanity,  the  awe  which  the  being  formed  in  the  image  of  his 
Maker  inspires  into  all  iafeiior  creatures) 

Apprehensions  so  painful  served  more  than  all  that  reason 
could  suggest  to  renew  in  some  degree  the  elastioity  of  the 
young  man's  mind.  Bj  waring  his  handkerchief,  using,  how- 
ever, the  greatest  precaution  in  his  movements,  he  succeeded  in 
scaring  the  vulture  from  his  ricinity.  It  rose  from  its  restingp> 
place^  screaming  harshly  and  dol^hilly,  and  saOed  on  its  ex- 
panded pinions  to  seek  a  place  of  more  undisturbed  repose, 
while  the  adventurous  traveller  felt  a  sensible  pleasure  at  being 
relieved  of  its  disgusting  presence. 

With  more  ocmeoted  ideas,  the  young  man,  who  could  obtain, 
from  his  position,  a  partial  riew  of  the  platfonn  he  had  left^ 
endeavound  to  testify  his  safety  to  his  father,  bv  displaying^ 
as  high  as  he  could,  the  banner  by  which  he  had  chased  off  the 
vulture.  like  them,  too^  he  heucd,  but  at  a  less  distance,  the 
burst  of  the  great  Swin  hom,  whi(^  seemed  to  announce  some 
near  succour.  He  replied  by  shouting  and  waving  his  flag,  to 
direct  assistance  to  the  spot  where  it  was  so  much  required ; 
and,  recalling  lus  faculties,  which  had  almost  deserted  him,  he 
laboured  mentally  to  recover  hope^  and  with  hope  the  means 
and  motive  for  exertion. 

A  faithful  Catholic^  he  eageriy  recommended  himself  in 
prayer  to  Our  Lady  of  Einsiedlen,  and,  making  vows  of  pro- 
pitiation, besought  her  intercession  that  he  might  be  delivered 
from  his  dreadful  condition.  'Or,  gracious  Lady,'  he  con- 
cluded his  orison,  <if  it  is  my  doom  to  lose  my  life  like  a 
hunted  fox  amidst  this  savage  wilderness  of  tottering  crags, 
restore  at  least  my  natural  sense  of  patience  and  courage,  and 
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let  not  one  who  htm  liyed  like  a  man,  though  a  anfol  one, 
meet  death  like  a  timid  hare  1 ' 

Having  deyoutlj  recommended  himaelf  to  that  proteetreflSy 
of  whom  the  legends  of  the  Catholic  Church  form  a  picture  ao 
amiable^  Arthur,  though  eYerv  nerve  still  shook  with  his  late 
agitation,  and  his  heart  throbbed  with  a  Tiolenoe  that  threat- 
ened to  sufifbcate  him,  turned  his  thoughts  and  observation  to 
the  means  of  effecting  his  escape.  But^  as  he  looked  around 
him,  he  became  more  and  more  sensible  how  much  he  was 
enervated  by  the  bodily  injuries  and  the  mental  agony  which 
he  had  sustained  during  his  late  peril.  He  could  not,  by  any 
effort  of  which  he  was  capable,  &c  his  giddy  and  bewildered 
eyes  on  the  scene  around  him:  they  seemed  to  reel  till  the 
landscape  danced  along  with  them,  and  a  motley  chaos  of 
thickets  and  tall  cliffs,  which  interposed  between  lum  and  the 
ruinous  Castle  of  Qeierstein,  mixed  and  whirled  round  in  such 
confusion,  that  nothing  save  the  consdouaness  that  such  an 
idea  was  the  suggestion  of  partial  insanity  prevented  him  from 
throwing  himself  from  the  tree,  as  if  to  join  the  wild  dance  to 
which  his  disturbed  brain  had  given  motion. 

*  Heaven  be  my  protection!'  said  the  unfortunate  young 
man,  dosing  his  eyes,  in  hopes,  by  abstracting  himself  from 
the  terrors  of  his  situation,  to  compose  his  too  active  imagina- 
tion, '  my  senses  are  abandoning  me ! ' 

He  became  still  more  convinced  that  this  was  the  case,  when 
a  female  voice,  in  a  high-pitched  but  eminently  musical  accent, 
was  heard  at  no  great  distance^  as  if  calling  to  him.  He  opened 
his  eyes  once  more,  raised  his  head,  and  looked  towards  the 
place  from  whence  the  sounds  seemed  to  come,  though  far 
from  being  certain  that  they  existed  saving  in  his  own  dis- 
ordered imagination.  The  vision  which  appeared  had  almost 
confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that  his  mind  was  unsettled,  and 
his  senses  in  no  state  to  serve  him  accuratdy. 

Upon  the  very  summit  of  a  pyramidical  rock  that  rose  out 
of  the  depth  of  the  valley  was  seen  a  female  figure,  so  obscured 
by  mist  that  only  the  outline  could  be  tmced.  The  form, 
reflected  against  the  sky,  appeared  rather  the  undefined  linea- 
ments of  a  spirit  than  of  a  mortal  maiden;  for  her  person 
seemed  as  light,  and  scarcely  more  opaque,  than  the  thin 
doud  that  surrounded  her  pedestal.  Arthur's  first  belief  was 
that  the  Virgin  had  heard  his  vows,  and  had  descended  in 
person  to  his  rescue;  and  he  was  about  to  recite  his  Ave 
Maria,  when  the  voice  again  called  to  him  with  the  singular 
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shrill  modulation  of  the  mountain  halloo^  by  which  the  natives 
of  the  Alps  can  hold  conference  with  each  other  from  one 
mountain  ridge  to  another,  across  ravines  of  great  depth  and 
width. 

While  he  debated  how  to  address  this  unexpected  appari- 
tiion,  it  disappeared  from  the  point  which  it  at  first  occupied, 
and  presently  after  became  again  visible,  perched  on  the  cliff 
out  of  which  projected  the  tree  in  which  Arthur  had  taken 
refuge.  Her  personal  appearance,  as  well  as  her  dress,  made 
it  then  apparent  that  she^ras  a  maiden  of  these  mountains, 
familiar  with  their  dangerous  paths.  He  saw  that  a  beautiful 
young  woman  stood  before  Um,  who  regarded  him  with  a 
mixture  of  pity  and  wonder. 

'Stranger,'  she  at  length  said,  'who  are  you,  and  whence 
come  you?' 

'  I  am  a  stranger,  maiden,  as  you  justly  term  me,'  answered 
the  young  man,  raising  himself  as  well  as  he  could.  *  I  left 
Lucerne  this  morning,  with  my  father  and  a  guide.  I  parted 
with  them  not  three  furlongs  from  hence.  May  it  please  you, 
gentle  maiden,  to  warn  them  of  my  safety,  for  I  know  my 
father  will  be  in  despair  upon  my  account?' 

'Willingly,'  said  the  maiden;  'but  I  think  my  undo,  or 
some  one  ^  my  kinsmen,  must  have  already  found  them,  and 
will  prove  faithful  guides.  Can  I  not  aid  you  ?  Are  you  wotuided 
— are  you  hurt?  We  were  alarmed  by  the  fall  of  a  rock — ay, 
and  yonder  it  lies,  a  mass  of  no  ordinary  size.' 

Ajb  the  Swiss  maiden  spoke  thus,  she  approached  so  close  to 
the  verge  of  the  precipice,  and  looked  wiUi  such  indifference 
into  the  gulf,  that  the  sympathy  which  oonnects  the  actor  and 
spectator  upon  such  occasions  brought  back  the  sickness  and 
vertigo  from  which  Arthur  had  just  recovered,  and  he  sunk 
back  into  his  former  more  recumbent  posture  with  something 
like  a  faint  groan. 

'Tou  are  then  ill?'  said  the  maiden,  who  observed  him 
turn  pale.     'Where  and  what  is  the  harm  you  have  received  ?' 

'  None^  gentle  maiden,  saving  some  bruises  of  little  import ; 
but  my  head  turns,  and  my  heart  grows  sick,  when  I  see  you 
so  near  the  verge  of  the  cliff.' 

'  Is  that  all  f '  replied  the  Swiss  maiden.     '  Know,  stranger, 

that  I  do  not  stand  on  my  uncle's  hearth  with  more  security 

than  I  have  stood  upon  precipices  compared  to  which  this  is  a 

0  diild's  leap.    You  too,  stranger,  if,  as  I  judge  from  the  traces, 

you  have  come  along  ^e  edge  of  the  precipice  which  the  earth- 
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bMb  hvHi  kid  hue,  ought  to  be  far  beyond  such  weaknesB, 
mnoe  sorely  you  must  be  irdl  twtitlBn  to  call  yaaxaeH  a 
cragBDUUL' 

'  I  might  have  called  myself  so  half  an  hour  sinoe,'  answered 
Arthur^  'but  I  think  I  shall  hardly  venture  to  assume  the 
name  in  future.' 

'Be  not  downoast,'  said  his  kind  adyiser,  'for  a  passing 
qualm,  which  will  at  times  doud  the  spirit  and  dassle  tJie  eye- 
sight of  the  bravest  and  most  experienced.  Raise  yourself 
upon  the  trunk  of  the  troci  and  advance  closer  to  the  rock  out 
of  which  it  grows.  Observe  the  place  welL  It  is  easy  for  yon, 
when  you  have  attained  the  lower  part  of  the  projecting  stem, 
to  gain  by  one  bold  step  the  solid  rock  upon  which  I  stand, 
after  which  there  is  no  danger  or  difficulty  worthy  of  mention 
to  a  young  man  whose  limbs  are  whole  and  whose  courage  is 
active.' 

'My  limbs  are  indeed  sound,'  replied  the  youth;  'but  I  am 
ashamed  to  think  how  much  my  courage  is  broken.  Tet  I  will 
not  disgrace  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  an  unhappy  wan- 
derer by  listening  longer  to  the  dastardly  suggestions  of  a 
feeling  which  till  to-day  has  been  a  stranger  to  my  bosom.' 

The  maiden  looked  on  him  anxiously,  and  with  much 
interest)  as,  raising  himself  cautiously,  and  moving  along  the 
trunk  of  the  tree,  which  lay  nearly  horiaontal  from  the  rock, 
and  seemed  to  bend  as  he  changed  his  posture,  the  youth  at 
length  stood  upright  within  what,  on  level  ground,  had  been 
but  an  extended  stride  to  the  diff  on  which  tiie  Swiss  maiden 
stood.  But|  instead  of  being  a  step  to  be  taken  on  the  level 
and  firm  earth,  it  was  one  which  must  cross  a  dark  abyss,  at 
the  bottom  of  which  a  torrent  surged  and  boiled  with  incredible 
fury.  Arthur's  knees  knodLod  against  each  other,  his  feet 
became  of  lead,  and  seemed  no  longer  at  his  command ;  and  he 
experienced,  in  a  stronger  degree  than  ever,  that  unnerving 
influence  which  those  who  have  been  overwhelmed  by  it  in  a 
situation  of  like  peril  never  can  forgeti  and  which  others, 
happily  strangers  to  its  power,  may  have  difficulty  even  in 
comprehending. 

The  young  woman  discerned  his  emotion,  and  foresaw  its 
probable  consequences.  As  the  only  mode  in  her  power  to 
restore  his  confidence,  she  sprung  lightly  from  the  rode  to  the 
stem  of  the  tree,  on  which  she  alighted  with  the  ease  and 
security  of  a  bird,  and  in  the  same  instant  back  to  the  diff; 
and  extending  her  hand  to  the  stranger,  'My  ann,'  she  said, 
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<is  but  a  dight  balustrade;  yet  do  but  step  forward  witb 
reBolution,  and  you  will  find  it  as  secure  as  the  battlement  of 
Berne.'  But  shame  now  overcame  terror  so  much,  that  Arthur, 
declining  assistance  which  he  could  not  have  accepted  without 
feeling  lowered  in  his  own  eyes,  took  heart  of  grace,  and  suc- 
cessfiilly  achieyed  the  formidable  step  which  placed  him  upon 
the  same  cliff  with  his  kind  assistant. 

To  seisse  her  hand  and  raise  it  to  his  lips,  in  affectionate 
token  of  gratitude  and  respect^  was  naturally  the  youth's  first 
action ;  nor  was  it  possible  for  the  maiden  to  have  preyented 
him  from  doing  so  without  assuming  a  degree  of  prudery  foreign 
to  her  character,  and  occasioning  a  ceremonious  debate  upon  a 
matter  of  no  great  consequence,  where  the  scene  of  action  was 
a  rock  scaioe  five  feet  long  by  t^ree  in  width,  and  which  looked 
down  upon  a  torrent  roaring  some  hundred  feet  below. 


CHAPTER  m 

Coned  be  the  flold  and  alver,  wbioh  pemude 
Weak  man  to  follow  &r  &tigiiiiig  traae. 
The  lilv,  peace,  oatahmes  the  ailTer  store ; 
And  life  is  dearer  than  the  golden  ore. 
Yet  money  tempts  ns  o'er  the  desert  brown, 
To  eyeiy  distant  mart  and  wealthy  town. 

Baeaan,  or  the  (kmUl-drimr, 

Arthur  PHiLipaoN  and  Anne  of  Gteierstein,  thus  plaoed  together 
in  a  situation  which  brought  them  into  the  closest  possible 
contiguity,  felt  a  slight  degree  of  embarrassment;  the  young 
man,  doubtless,  from  the  fear  of  being  judged  a  poltroon  in 
the  eyes  of  the  maiden  by  whom  he  had  been  rescued,  and  the 
young  woman,  perhaps,  in  consequence  of  the  exertion  she  had 
made,  or  a  sense  of  being  placed  suddenly  in  a  situation  of 
such  proximity  to  the  youth  whose  life  she  had  probably 
saved. 

'And  now,  maiden,'  said  Arthur,  'I  must  repair  to  my 
father.  The  life  which  I  owe  to  your  assistance  can  scarce  be 
called  welcome  to  me  imless  I  am  permitted  to  hasten  to  his 
rescue.' 

He  was  here  interrupted  by  another  bugle-blast^  which 
seemed  to  come  from  the  quarter  in  which  the  elder  Philipson 
and  his  guide  had  been  left  by  their  young  and  daring  com- 
panion. Arthur  looked  in  that  direction;  but  the  platform, 
which  he  had  seen  but  imperfectly  from  the  tree,  when  he  was 
perched  in  that  place  of  refuge,  was  invisible  from  the  rock  on 
which  they  now  stood. 

'It  would  cost  me  nothing  to  step  back  on  yonder  root,' 
said  the  young  woman,  '  to  spy  from  thence  whether  I  could 
see  aught  of  your  friends.  But  I  am  convinced  they  are  under 
safer  guidance  than  either  yours  or  mine;  for  the  horn  an- 
nounces that  my  uncle,  or  some  of  my  young  kinsmen,  have 
reached  them.  They  are  by  this  time  on  their  way  to  the 
Qeierstein,  to  which,  with  your  permission,  I  will  become  your 
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guide ;  for  joa  may  be  assured  that  my  mude  Arnold  will  not 
allow  you  to  pass  farther  to-day ;  and  we  shall  but  lose  time 
by  enaeayouiing  to  find  your  friends,  who^  situated  where  you 
say  you  left  them,  will  reach  the  Geierstein  sooner  than  we 
shall.  Follow  me,  then,  or  I  must  suppose  you  weary  of  my 
guidance.' 

'  Sooner  suppose  me  weary  of  the  life  which  your  guidance 
has  in  all  probability  sayed,'  replied  Arthur,  and  prepared  to 
attend  her,  at  the  same  time  taking  a  yiew  of  her  dress  and 
person  which  confirmed  the  satisfaction  he  had  in  following 
such  a  conductor,  and  which  we  shall  take  the  liberty  to  detail 
somewhat  more  minutely  than  he  could  do  at  that  time. 

An  upper  yest,  neither  so  dose  as  to  display  the  person,  a 
habit  forbidden  by  the  sumptuary  laws  of  the  canton,  nor  so 
loose  as  to  be  an  incumbrance  in  walking  or  climbing,  coyered 
a  dose  tunic  of  a  different  colour,  and  came  down  beneath  the 
middle  of  the  leg,  but  suffered  the  ankle,  in  all  its  fine  propor^ 
tions,  to  be  completely  yisible.  The  foot  was  defended  by  a 
sandal,  the  point  of  which  was  turned  upwards,  and  the  cross- 
ings and  knots  of  the  strings  which  seciured  it  on  the  front  of 
the  leg  were  garnished  with  silyer  rings.  The  upper  yest  was 
gathered  round  the  middle  by  a  sash  of  party-coloured  silk, 
ornamented  with  twisted  threads  of  gold;  while  the  tunic, 
open  at  the  throat,  permitted  the  shape  and  exquisite  white- 
ness of  a  well-formed  neck  to  be  yisible  at  the  collar,  and  for 
an  inch  or  two  beneath.  The  small  portion  of  the  throat  and 
bosom  thus  exposed  was  eyen  more  brilliantly  fair  than  was 
promised  by  the  countenance,  which  last  bore  some  marks  of 
haying  been  freely  exposed  to  the  sun  and  air,  by  no  means  in 
a  degree  to  diminish  its  beauty,  but  just  so  for  as  to  show  that 
the  maiden  possessed  the  health  which  is  purchased  by  habits 
of  rural  exercise.  Her  long  fair  hair  fell  down  in  a  profusion 
of  curls  on  each  side  of  a  face  whose  blue  eyes,  loyely  features, 
and  dignified  simplicity  of  expression  implied  at  once  a  char- 
acter (^  gentleness  and  of  the  self-relying  resolution  of  a  mind 
too  yirtuous  to  suspect  eyil  and  too  noble  to  fear  it.  Aboye 
these  locks,  beauty's  natural  and  most  beseeming  ornament — 
or  rather,  I  Edbould  say,  amongst  them — was  pla^  the  small 
bonnet,  which,  from  its  size,  little  answered  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  head,  but  senred  to  exercise  the  ingenuity  of  the 
fair  wearer,  who  had  not  foiled,  according  to  the  preyailing 
custom  of  the  mountain  maidens,  to  decorate  the  tiny  cap  with 
a  heron's  feather,  and  the  tiden  unusual  luxury  of  a  small  and 
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thin  chain  of  gold,  long  enough  to  endnde  the  eap  four  or  fiye 
times,  and  having  the  ends  aeoored  under  a  broad  medal  of  the 
same  iXMrdj  mettd. 

I  haye  only  to  add,  that  the  Btatuie  of  the  joong  person  was 
something  aboye  the  common  size^  and  that  the  whole  contour 
of  her  form,  without  being  in  the  slightest  degree  masculine, 
resembled  that  of  Minerva  rather  than  the  proud  beauties  of 
Juno  or  the  yielding  graces  of  Venus.  The  noble  brow,  the 
well -formed  and  active  limbs,  the  firm  and  yet  light  step, 
above  all,  the  total  absence  of  anything  resembling  the  con- 
sciousness of  personal  beauty,  and  the  open  and  auidid  look, 
which  seemed  desirous  of  kaowing  nothing  that  was  hidden, 
and  conscious  that  she  herself  had  nothing  to  hide,  were  traits 
not  unworthy  of  the  goddess  of  wisdom  and  of  chastity. 

The  road  which  the  young  Englishman  pursued,  under  the 
guidance  of  this  beautiful  young  woman,  was  difficult  and 
unequal,  but  could  not  be  termed  dangerous,  at  least  in  com- 
parison to  those  precipices  over  which  Arthur  had  recently 
passed.  It  was,  in  fact^  a  continuation  of  the  path  which  the 
slip  or  slide  of  earth,  so  often  mentioned,  had  interrupted ;  and 
although  it  had  sustained  damage  in  several  places  at  the 
period  of  the  same  earthquake,  yet  there  were  marks  of  these 
having  been  already  repaired  in  such  a  rude  manner  as  made 
the  way  sufficient  for  the  necessary  intercourse  of  a  people  so 
indififerent  as  the  Swiss  to  smooth  or  level  paths.  The  maiden 
also  gave  Arthur  to  understand  that  the  present  road  took  a 
circuit  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  that  on  which  he  was  lately 
travelling,  and  that»  if  he  and  his  companions  had  turned  off  at 
the  place  where  this  new  track  united  with  the  old  pathway, 
they  would  have  escaped  the  danger  which  had  attended  their 
keeping  the  road  by  the  veige  of  the  precipice. 

The  path  which  they  now  pursued  was  rather  averted  from 
the  torrent^  though  still  withm  hearing  of  its  sullen  thunders, 
which  seemed  to  increase  as  they  ascended  paraUel  to  its 
course,  tiU  suddenly  the  road,  turning  short,  and  directing  itself 
straight  upon  the  old  castle,  brought  them  within  sight  of  one 
of  the  most  splendid  and  awful  scenes  of  that  mountainous 
r^on. 

The  ancient  tower  of  Geierstein,  though  neither  extensive 
nor  distinguished  by  architectural  ornament,  possessed  an  air 
of  terrible  dignity  by  its  position  on  the  very  verge  of  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  torrent,  which,  just  at  the  angle  of  the 
rook  on  which  the  ruins  are  situated,  falls  sheer  over  a  cascade 
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of  nearly  a  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  then  rashes  down  the 
defile,  through  a  trough  of  living  rock,  which  perhaps  its 
wayes  have  been  deepening  since  time  itself  had  a  conunence* 
ment.  Facing,  and  at  the  same  time  looking  down  upon,  this 
etenud  roar  of  waters,  stood  the  old  tower,  built  so  close  to  the 
Terge  of  the  precipice,  that  the  buttresses  with  which  the  archi- 
tect had  strengthened  the  foundation  seemed  a  part  of  the 
solid  rook  itself,  and  a  continuation  of  its  perpendicular  ascent. 
As  usual  throughout  Europe  in  the  feudal  times,  the  principal 
part  of  the  building  was  a  massiTe  square  pile,  the  decayed 
summit  of  whidi  was  rendered  picturesque  by  flanking  turrets 
of  different  siaes  and  heights,  some  round,  some  angukr,  some 
ruinous,  some  tolerably  entire,  vaiying  the  outline  of  the  build- 
ing as  seen  against  the  stonny  sky. 

A  projecting  ndlyport^  descending  by  a  flight  of  steps  from 
the  tower,  had  in  former  times  given  access  to  a  bridge  con- 
necting the  castle  with  that  side  of  the  stream  on  which  Arthur 
Philipson  and  his  fair  guide  now  stood.  A  single  arch,  or 
ratlier  one  rib  of  an  ardi,  consisting  of  single  stones,  still  re- 
mained, and  spanned  the  river  immediately  in  front  of  the 
waterfall.  In  former  times  this  arch  had  served  for  the  support 
of  a  wooden  drawbridge,  of  more  convenient  breadth,  and  of 
such  length  and  wei^t  as  must  have  been  rather  unmanage- 
able, had  it  not  been  lowered  on  some  solid  resting-place.  It 
is  true,  the  device  was  attended  with  this  inconvenience,  that, 
even  when  the  drawbridge  was  up,  there  remained  a  possibility 
of  approaching  the  castle  gate  by  means  of  this  narrow  rib  of 
stone.  But,  as  it  was  not  above  eighteen  inches  broad,  and 
could  ouly  admit  the  daring  foe  who  should  tntverae  it  to  a 
doorway  regulaiiy  defended  by  gate  and  portcullis,  and  having 
flanking  turrets  and  projections,  from  which  stones,  darts, 
melted  lead,  and  woalding  water  might  be  poured  down  on  the 
soldiery  who  should  venture  to  approach  Geierstein  by  this 
precarious  access,  the  possibility  of  such  an  attempt  was  not 
considered  as  diminishing  the  security  of  the  garrison. 

In  the  time  we  treat  of,  the  castle  being  entirely  rained  and 
dismantled,  and  the  door,  drawbridge^  and  portcullis  gone,  the 
dilapidated  gateway,  and  the  slender  arch  which  connected  the 
two  sides  of  the  stream,  were  used  as  a  means  of  communica- 
tion between  the  banks  of  the  river  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbourhood,  whom  habit  had  familiarised  with  the  dangerous 
nature  of  the  passage. 

Arthur  Philipson  had,  in  the  meantimis  like  a  good  bow 
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when  new  strui:^  regained  the  elasticitj  of  feeling  and  oharaeter 
which  was  natural  to  him.  Itwaanot,  indeed,  with  perfect  com- 
posore  that  he  followed  his  guide,  as  she  tripped  lightly  oyer 
the  narrow  arch,  composed  of  rugged  8t<mesy  and  revered  wet 
and  slippery  wiUi  the  perpetual  dnzsle  of  the  mist  issuing  trom. 
the  neighbouring  cascade.  Nor  was  it  without  apprehension 
that  he  found  himself  performing  this  perilous  feat  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  waterfall  itself,  whose  deafening  roar  he 
ooidd  not  exclude  from  his  ears,  though  he  took  care  not  to 
turn  his  head  towards  its  terrors,  lest  his  brain  should  again  be 
dizzied  by  the  tumult  of  the  waters  as  they  shot  forwaid  from 
the  precipice  aboye,  and  plunged  themselves  into  what  seemed 
the  fathomless  gulf  below.  But»  notwithstanding  these  feelings 
of  agitation,  the  natural  shame  to  show  cowiudice  where  a 
beautiful  young  female  exhibited  so  much  indifference,  and  the 
desire  to  regain  his  character  in  the  eyes  of  his  ^de,  preyented 
Arthur  from  again  giving  way  to  the  appalling  feelings  by 
which  he  had  been  oyerwhelmed  a  short  time  before.  Stepping 
firmly  on,  yet  cautiously  supporting  himself  with  his  piked 
staff,  he  trauoed  the  light  footsteps  of  his  guide  along  the  bridge 
of  dread,  and  followed  her  through  the  ruined  Millyport^  to 
which  they  ascended  by  stairs  which  were  equally  dilapidated. 

The  gateway  admitted  them  into  a  mass  of  ruins,  fonnerly 
a  sort  of  courtyard  to  the  donjon,  which  rose  in  gloomy  dignity 
above  the  wreck  of  what  had  been  works  destined  for  external 
defence^  or  buildings  for  internal  accommodation.  They  quickly 
passed  through  these  ruins,  over  which  vegetation  had  thrown 
a  wild  mantle  of  ivy  and  other  creeping  shrubs,  and  issued 
from  them  through  the  main  gate  of  the  castle  into  one  of 
those  spots  in  which  nature  often  embosoms  her  sweetest 
charms,  in  the  midst  of  districts  chiefly  characterised  by  waste 
and  desolation. 

The  castle  in  this  aspect  also  rose  considerably  above  the 
neighbouring  ground,  but  the  elevation  of  the  site,  whidi 
towards  the  torrent  was  an  abrupt  rock,  was  on  this  side  a 
steep  eminence,  which  had  been  scarped  like  a  modem  glacis, 
to  render  the  building  more  secure.  It  was  now  covered  with 
young  trees  and  bushes,  out  of  which  the  tower  itself  seemed 
to  rise  in  ruined  dignity.  Beyond  this  hanging  thicket  the 
view  was  of  a  very  different  character.  A  piece  of  ground, 
amounting  to  more  than  a  hundred  acres,  seemed  scooped  out 
of  the  rodks  and  mountains,  which,  retaining  the  same  savage 
character  with  the  tract  in  which  the  travellers  had  been  that 
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moning  bewildered,  indosedy  and  as  it  were  defended,  a  limited 
space  of  a  mild  and  fertile  character.  The  surface  of  this  little 
domain  was  considerably  varied,  but  its  general  aspect  was  a 
gentle  slope  to  the  south-west 

The  principal  object  which  it  presented  was  a  large  house 
composed  of  huge  logs,  without  any  pretence  to  form  or 
symmetry,  but  indicating,  by  the  smoke  which  arose  from  it, 
as  well  as  the  extent  of  the  neighbouring  offices,  and  the  im- 
proyed  and  cultiyated  character  of  the  fields  around,  that  it 
was  the  abode,  not  of  splendour  certainly,  but  of  ease  and  com- 
petence. An  orchard  of  thriving  fruit-trees  extended  to  the 
southward  of  the  dwelling.  Groves  of  walnut  and  chestnut 
grew  in  stately  array,  and  even  a  vineyard,  of  three  or  four 
acres,  showed  that  the  cultivation  of  the  grape  was  understood 
and  practised.  It  is  now  universal  in  Switserland,  but  was,  in 
those  early  days,  almost  exclusively  confined  to  a  few  more 
fortunate  proprietors,  who  had  the  rare  advantage  of  uniting 
intelligence  with  opulent,  or  at  least  easy,  circumstances. 

There  were  fair  ranges  of  pasture-fields,  into  which  the  fine 
race  of  cattle  which  constitute  the  pride  and  wealth  of  the 
Swiss  mountaineers  had  been  brought  down  from  the  more 
Alpine  gnudngs  where  they  had  fed  during  the  summer,  to  be 
near  shelter  and  protection  when  the  autumnal  storms  might 
be  expected.  On  some  selected  spots,  the  lambs  of  the  last 
season  fed  in  jdenty  and  security,  and  in  others  huge  trees, 
the  natural  growth  of  the  soil,  were  sufiered  to  remain,  from 
motives  of  convenience  probably,  that  they  might  be  at  hand 
when  timber  was  required  for  domestic  use,  but  giving,  at  the 
same  time,  a  woodland  character  to  a  scene  otherwise  agricultural. 
Through  tins  mountain  paradise  the  course  of  a  miall  brook 
might  be  traced,  now  showing  itself  to  the  sun,  which  had  by 
this  time  dispelled  the  fogs,  now  intimating  its  course  by  its 
gently  slojMng  banks,  clothed  in  some  places  with  lofty  trees^ 
or  concealing  itself  under  thickets  of  hawthorn  and  nut  bushes. 
This  stream,  by  a  devious  and  gentle  course,  which  seemed  to 
indicate  a  reluctance  to  leave  this  quiet  region,  found  its  way 
at  length  out  of  the  sequestered  domain,  and,  like  a  youw 
hurrying  from  the  gay  and  tranquil  sports  of  boyhood  into  the 
wild  career  of  active  life,  finally  united  itself  with  the  boister- 
ous torrent,  which,  breaking  down  tumultuously  from  the 
mountaiD%  shook  the  ancient  tower  of  Qeierstein  as  it  rolled 
down  the  adjacent  rock,  and  then  rushed  howling  through  the 
defile  in  which  our  youthful  traveller  had  wellnigh  lost  his  life. 

XXIII  3 
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Eager  as  the  jounger  PhilipaoD  was  to  rejcmi  his  father,  he 
could  not  help  pausing  for  a  moment  to  wonder  how  so  much 
beauty  should  1^  found  amid  such  scenes  of  horror,  and  to  look 
back  on  the  tower  of  Geierstein,  and  on  the  huge  diff  from 
which  it  derived  its  name,  as  if  to  ascertain,  by  the  sight  of 
these  distinguished  landmarks,  that  he  was  aotuaUy  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  savage  wild  where  he  had  encountered  so 
much  danger  and  terror.  Yet  so  narrow  were  the  limits  of  this 
cultivated  form,  that  it  hardly  required  such  a  retrospect  to 
satisfy  the  speotiitor  that  the  spot  susceptible  of  human  in- 
dustry, and  on  which  it  seemed  that  a  considerable  degree  of 
labour  had  been  bestowed,  bore  a  very  small  proportion  to  the 
wilderness  in  which  it  was  situated.  It  was  on  all  sides  sur- 
rounded by  lofty  hills,  in  some  places  rising  into  walls  of  rock, 
in  others  clothed  with  dark  and  savage  forests  of  the  pine  and 
the  laroh,  of  primeval  antiquity.  Above  these,  fnnn  the  emi- 
nence on  which  the  tower  was  situated,  could  be  seen  the  almost 
rosy  hue  in  which  an  immense  glacier  throw  back  the  sun ; 
and,  still  higher  over  the  frosen  surface  of  that  icy  sea,  arose, 
in  silent  dignity,  the  pale  peaks  of  those  countless  mountains 
on  which  the  snow  eternally  rests. 

What  we  have  taken  some  time  to  describe^  occupied  young 
Philipson  only  for  one  or  two  hurried  minutes ;  for  on  a  slofMug 
lawn,  which  was  in  front  of  the  farm-house,  as  the  mansion 
might  be  properly  styled,  he  saw  five  or  six  perscms,  the  fore- 
most of  whom,  from  his  gait,  his  dress,  and  the  form  of  his  cap, 
he  could  easily  distinguish  as  the  parent  whom  he  hardly 
expected  at  one  time  to  have  again  beheld. 

He  followed,  theroforo,  his  conductress  with  a  glad  step,  as 
she  led  the  way  down  the  steep  ascent  on  which  the  ruined 
tower  was  situated.  They  approached  the  group  whom  Arthur 
had  noticed,  the  foremost  of  which  was  his  father,  who  hastUy 
came  forward  to  meet  him,  in  company  with  another  person,  of 
advanced  age,  and  stature  weUnigh  gigantic^  and  who,  from  his 
simple  yet  majestic  bearing,  seemed  the  worthy  countryman  of 
William  Tell,  StauJSacher,  Winkekied,  and  other  Swiss  worthies, 
whose  stout  hearts  and  hardy  arms  had,  in  the  preceding  age^ 
vindicated  against  countless  hosts  their  personal  liber^  and 
the  independence  of  their  country. 

With  a  natural  courtesy,  as  if  to  npne  the  lather  and  son 
many  witnesses  to  a  meeting  which  must  be  attended  wlA 
emotion,  the  Landamman  hiniself,  in  walking  fonraxd  with  the 
elder  Philipson,  signed  to  those  by  whom  he  was  attended,  ail 
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of  whom  Beemed  young  men,  to  remain  behind.  Theyremained 
aooordinglyy  examining,  as  it  seemed,  the  guide  Antonio^  upon 
the  adyentuzes  of  the  strangers.  Anne,  the  conductress  of 
Arthur  Philipson,  had  but  time  to  say  to  him,  '  Yonder  old  man 
is  my  unole^  Arnold  Biederman,  and  these  young  men  are  my 
kinsmen,'  when  the  former,  with  the  elder  traveller,  was  dose 
before  them.  The  TAndamman,  with  the  same  propriety  of 
feeling  which  he  had  before  diiq>layed,  signed  to  his  niece  to 
more  a  little  aside ;  jet,  while  requiring  from  her  an  account 
of  her  mondng's  expedition,  he  watched  the  interview  of  the 
father  and  son  with  as  much  curiosity  as  his  natural  sense  of 
oomplaisapoe  pennitted  him  to  testify.  It  was  of  a  diaracter 
different  from  what  he  had  expected. 

We  haye  already  described  the  elder  Philipeon  as  a  fatiier 
deyotedly  attached  to  his  BOOf  ready  to  rush  on  death  when  he 
had  expected  to  lose  him,  and  equally  oveijoyed  at  hearty 
doubtless,  to  see  him  again  restored  to  his  affections.  It  might 
haye  been  therefore  expected  that  the  father  and  son  would 
haye  rushed  into  each  other^s  arms,  and  such  probably  was  the 
scene  which  Arnold  Biederman  expected  to  haye  witnessed. 

But  the  English  trayeller,  in  common  with  many  of  his 
oountrymen,  coyered  keen  and  quick  teelings  with  much  appear- 
ance of  coldness  and  reserye,  and  thought  it  a  weakness  to  giye 
unlimited  sway  eyen  to  the  influence  of  the  most  amiable  and 
most  natural  emotions.  Eminently  handsome  in  youth,  his 
countenance,  still  fine  in  his  more  adyanced  yean,  had  an 
expression  which  intimated  an  unwillingness  either  to  yield  to 
passion  or  encourage  confidence.  His  pace,  when  he  first  be- 
held his  son,  had  been  quickened  by  the  natural  wish  to  meet 
him ;  but  he  slackened  it  as  they  drew  near  to  each  other,  and 
when  they  met^  said  in  a  tone  rather  of  censure  and  admoni- 
tion than  affection — 'Arthur,  may  the  saints  foigiye  the  pain 
thou  hast  this  day  g^yen  me.' 

<  Amen,'  said  tiie  youth.  *  I  must  need  paidon  since  I  haye 
given  you  pain.    Beueye,  howeyer,  that  I  acted  for  the  best' 

'It  is  well,  Arthur,  that  in  acting  for  the  best,  according  to 
your  forwaid  will,  you  haye  not  encountered  the  worst.' 

'That  I  haye  not,'  answered  the  son,  with  the  same  deyoted 
and  patient  submissicm,  'is  owing  to  this  maiden,'  pointing  to 
Anne^  who  stood  at  a  few  paces'  distance,  desirous,  periiaps,  of 
ayoiding  to  witness  the  reproof  of  the  father,  which  might  seem 
to  her  latfaer  ill-tuned  and  unreasonable. 

'To  the  maiden  my  thanks  shall  be  rendered,'  said  his 
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father,  'when  I  can  study  how  to  pay  them  in  an  adequate 
manner ;  but  is  it  well  or  oomely,  tiiink  you,  that  you  should 
receive  from  a  maiden  the  suooour  which  it  is  your  duty  as  a 
man  to  extend  to  the  weaker  sex  9' 

Arthur  held  down  his  head  and  blushed  deeply,  while  Arnold 
Biederman,  sympathising  with  his  feelings,  stuped  forward 
and  mingled  in  the  ocmTersation. 

'  Never  be  abashed,  my  young  guest^  that  you  have  been 
indebted  for  aught  of  counsel  or  assistance  to  a  maiden  of 
Unterwaldoi.  Know  that  the  freedcmi  of  their  oountiT  owes 
no  less  to  the  firmness  and  wisdom  of  her  daughters  than  to 
that  of  her  sons.  And  you,  my  elder  guest,  who  have^  I  judge, 
seen  many  years,  and  various  lands,  must  have  often  known 
examples  how  the  strong  are  saved  by  the  help  of  the  weak, 
the  proud  by  the  aid  of  the  humble.' 

'  I  have  at  least  learned,^  said  the  Englishman,  '  to  debate 
no  point  unnecessarily  with  the  host  who  has  kindly  harboured 
me ' ;  and  after  one  glance  At  his  son,  which  seemed  to  kindle 
with  the  fondest  affection,  he  resumed,  as  the  plurty  turned 
back  towards  the  house,  a  conversation  which  he  had  been 
maintaining  with  his  new  acquaintance  before  Arthur  and  the 
maiden  had  joined  them. 

Arthur  had  in  the  meantime  an  opportunity  of  observing 
the  figure  and  features  of  their  Swiss  landlord,  which,  I  have 
already  hinted,  exhibited  a  primeval  simplicity  mixed  with  a 
certain  rude  dignity,  arising  out  of  its  masculine  and  unaffected 
character.  The  dress  did  not  greatly  differ  in  form  from  the 
habit  of  the  female  which  we  have  described.  It  oonsiBted  of 
an  upper  frock,  shaped  like  the  modem  shirt,  and  only  open  at 
the  bosom,  worn  above  a  tunic  or  under  doublet.  But  the 
man's  vest  was  considerably  shorter  in  the  skirts,  which  did 
not  come  lower  down  than  the  kilt  of  the  Scottish  Highlander ; 
a  species  of  boots  or  buskins  rose  above  the  knee,  and  the 
person  was  thus  entirely  clothed.  A  bonnet  made  of  the  fur 
of  the  marten,  and  garnished  with  a  silver  medal,  was  the  only 
part  of  the  dress  which  displayed  anything  like  ornament ;  the 
broad  belt  which  gathered  the  gannent  together  was  of  buff 
leather,  secured  by  a  laige  brass  buckle. 

But  the  figure  of  him  who  wore  this  homely  attire,  which 
seemed  almost  wholly  composed  of  the  fleeces  of  the  mountain 
sheep  and  the  spoils  of  animals  of  the  chase,  would  have  com- 
manded respect  wherever  the  wearer  had  presented  himself, 
especially  in  those  warlike  days,  when  men  were  judged  of 


ANNE  OF  GEEEBSTBIN  ST 

aooording  to  the  promiBing  or  impromitdng  qualitieB  of  their 
thewee  nod  ainews.  To  those  who  looked  at  Arnold  Biederman 
in  this  point  of  view,  he  displayed  the  sise  and  form,  the  broad 
shonlden  and  prominent  muscles,  of  a  Hercules.  But  to  such 
as  looked  rather  at  his  oonntenanoe,  the  steady,  sagacious 
features,  open  fronts  large  blue  eyes,  and  deliberate  resolution 
which  it  expressed  more  pesembled  the  character  of  the  fabled 
King  of  Gods  and  Men.  He  was  attended  by  several  sons  and 
lelatiTes,  young  men,  among  whom  he  walked,  receiving,  as 
his  undeniable  due,  respect  and  obedience^  similar  to  that  which 
a  herd  of  deer  are  observed  to  render  to  the  monarch  stag. 

While  AiDxM  Biederman  walked  and  spoke  with  the  elder 
stranger,  the  young  men  seemed  closely  to  scrutinise  Arthur, 
and  occasionally  interrogated  in  whispers  their  relation  Anne, 
receiving  from  her  brief  and  impatient  answers,  which  rather 
excited  than  appeased  the  vein  of  merriment  in  which  the 
mountaineers  indulged,  very  much,  as  it  seemed  to  the  young 
Englishman,  at  the  expense  of  their  guest.  To  feel  himself 
exposed  to  derisi<m  was  not  softened  by  the  reflection,  that  in 
such  a  society  it  would  probably  be  attached  to  all  who  could 
not  tread  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice  with  a  step  as  firm  and 
undismayed  as  if  they  walked  the  street  of  a  dty.  However 
unreasonable  ridicule  may  be^  it  is  always  unpleasing  to  be 
subjected  to  it»  but  more  particularly  is  it  distressing  to  a 
young  man,  where  beauty  is  a  listener.  It  was  some  consolar 
tion  to  Arthur  that  he  tiiought  the  maiden  certainly  did  not 
enjoy  the  jest»  and  seenied  by  word  and  look  to  reprove  the 
rudeness  of  her  companions;  but  this  he  feared  was  only  from 
a  sense  of  humanity. 

'She,  too^  must  despise  me,'  he  thought,  'though  civility, 
unknown  to  these  ill-taught  boon,  has  enabled  her  to  conceal 
oontempt  under  the  guise  of  pity.  She  can  but  judge  of  me 
from  that  which  she  has  seen;  if  she  could  know  me  better 
(such  was  his  proud  thought),  she  might  perhaps  rank  me  more 
highly.' 

As  the  traveUers  entered  the  habitation  of  Arnold  Biederman, 
they  found  preparations  made  in  a  large  apartment^  which 
served  the  purpose  of  general  accommodation,  for  a  homely  but 
plentiful  metiL  A  gkmce  round  the  walls  showed  the  imple- 
ments of  agriculture  and  the  chase;  but  the  eyes  of  the  elder 
Philipscm  rwted  upon  a  leathern  condet^  a  long  heavy  halberd, 
and  a  two-handed  sword,  which  were  displayed  as  a  sort  of 
trophy.    Near  these,  but  covered  with  dust^  unf  urbished  and 
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neglected,  hung  a  helmet^  with  a  viaor,  Boch  as  was  oaed  bj 
knights  and  men-at-anns.  The  golden  gariand,  or  ooranal, 
twisted  around  it»  though  sorely  tarnished,  indicated  noble 
birth  and  rank;  and  the  crest,  which  was  a  vulture  of  the 
species  which  gave  name  to  the  old  castle  and  its  adjacent 
clifl^  suggested  Tarious  conjectures  to  the  English  guest,  who, 
acquainted  in  a  great  measure  with  the  histovy  of  the  Swiss 
revolution,  made  little  doubt  that  in  this  relic  he  saw  seme 
trophy  of  the  ancient  warfaro  between  the  inhabitants  of  these 
mountains  and  the  feudal  lord  to  whom  they  had  of  yore 
appertained. 

A  summons  to  the  hospitable  board  disturbed  the  train  of 
the  English  merohant's  reflections ;  and  a  laxge  company,  com- 
prising the  whole  inhabitants  of  eveiy  description  that  lived 
under  Biederman's  roof,  sat  down  to  a  plentiful  repast  of  goafs 
flesh,  fish,  preparations  of  milk  of  various  kinds,  cheese^,  and, 
for  the  upper  mess,  the  venison  of  a  young  chamds.  The 
Landamman  himself  did  the  hcmouzs  of  the  table  with  great 
kindness  and  simplicity,  and  urged  the  strangers  to  show,  by 
their  appetite,  that  they  thought  themselves  as  welcome  as  he 
desired  to  make  them.  During  the  repast  he  carried  on  a  con- 
versation with  his  elder  guest,  while  the  younger  people  at 
table,  as  well  as  the  menials,  ate  in  modes^  and  silence.  Ere 
the  dinner  was  finished,  a  figure  crossed  on  the  outside  of 
the  large  window  which  lighted  the  eating-hall,  the  sight  of 
which  seemed  to  ocoasicm  a  lively  sensation  aniongBt  such  as 
observed  it. 

'Who  passedf '  said  old  Biederman  to  those  seated  opposite 
to  the  window. 

*  It  is  our  cousin,  Rudolph  of  Donneihugel,'  answered  <Hie  of 
Arnold's  sons  eagerly. 

The  annunciation  seemed  to  give  great  pleasure  to  the 
younger  part  of  the  company,  espedally  the  sons  of  llie  Land- 
amman; while  the  head  of  tiie  family  only  said  with  a  grave, 
calm  voice—'  Tour  kinsman  is  welcome ;  tell  him  so^  and  let 
him  come  hither.' 

Two  or  three  arose  for  this  purpose,  as  if  there  had  been  a 
contention  among  them  who  diould  do  the  honours  of  the 
house  to  the  new  g^est  He  entered  presently — a  young  man, 
unusually  tall,  wdl-proportioncd,  and  active^  with  a  quantity 
of  dark-brown  looks  curling  around  his  face,  together  with 
mustachios  of  the  same,  or  rather  a  still  darker,  hue.  His  cap 
was  small  considering  the  quantity  of  his  thickly  clustering 
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hair,  and  lather  might  he  said  to  hang  upon  one  side  of  his 
head  than  to  ooTer  it.  His  clothes  were  of  the  same  f onn  and 
general  &ahion  as  those  of  Arnold,  hut  made  of  much  finer 
doth,  the  manu^ture  of  the  Gennan  loom,  and  ornamented 
in  a  rich  and  fanciful  manner.  One  sieeye  of  his  yest  was  dark 
green,  curiouslj  laced  and  emhroidered  with  deyices  in  silyer, 
while  the  rest  of  the  gannent  was  scarlet.  His  sash  was 
twisted  and  netted  with  gold,  and  hesides  answering  the  purpose 
of  a  helt»  hy  securing  the  upper  gument  round  his  waist^  sus- 
tained a  sifyer-hilted  poniard.  His  finery  was  completed  hy 
hoots^  the  tips  of  which  were  so  long  as  to  turn  upwards  with  a 
peak,  after  a  preyailing  fashion  in  t^e  Middle  Age&  A  golden 
chain  hung  round  hia  neck,  and  sustained  a  large  medallion  of 
the  same  metal. 

This  young  gallant  was  instantly  surrounded  hy  the  race  of 
Biederman,  among  whom  he  appeared  to  he  considered  as  the 
model  upon  which  the  Swiss  youth  ought  to  build  themseWes, 
and  whose  gait»  opinions,  dress,  and  manners  all  ought  to 
follow  who  would  keep  pace  wil^  the  fashion  of  the  day,  in 
which  he  reigned  an  acknowledged  and  unriyalled  example. 

By  two  persons  in  the  company,  howeyer,  it  seenked  to 
Arthur  Philipaon  that  this  young  man  was  receiyed  with  less 
distinguished  marks  of  regard  than  those  with  which  he  was 
hailed  by  the  general  yoice  of  the  youths  present.  Arnold 
Biederman  himself  was  at  least  no  way  warm  in  welcoming  the 
young  Bernese,  for  such  was  Rudolph's  country.  The  young 
man  drew  from  his  bosom  a  sealed  packet,  which  he  deliyered 
to  the  T<andamman  with  demonstrations  of  great  respect^  and 
seraoed  to  expect  that  Arnold,  when  he  had  broken  the  seal 
and  perused  the  contents,  would  say  something  to  him  on  the 
subject.  But  the  patriarch  only  bade  him  be  seated  and 
partake  of  their  meal,  and  Rudolph  found  a  place  accordingly 
next  to  Anne  of  Greierstein,  which  was  yielded  to  him  by  one  of 
the  sons  of  Arnold  with  ready  courtesy. 

It  seemed  also  to  the  obsoryant  young  Englishman  that  the 
newcomer  was  receiyed  with  marked  ccddnees  by  the  maiden, 
to  whom  he  appeared  eager  and  solicitous  to  pay  his  compli- 
ments^ by  whose  side  he  had  contriyed  to  seat  himself  at  the 
wdlrfunuahed  board,  and  to  whom  he  seemed  more  anxious  to 
rflownmund  himself  than  to  partake  of  the  food  which  itoflEered. 
He  obseryed  the  gallant  whisper  her  and  look  towards  him. 
Anne  gaye  a  yery  brief  reply;  but  one  of  the  young  Hedermans, 
who  sat  on  his  other  hand,  was  probably  more  communicatiye^ 
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as  the  3roatlui  both  laughed,  and  the  maiden  again  seemed  dis- 
ocmcerted,  and  blushed  with  displeasure. 

'  Had  I  either  of  these  sons  of  the  mountain,'  thought  young 
Philipson,  *  upon  six  yards  of  leyel  greensward,  if  there  be  so 
much  flat  ground  in  this  oountry,  methinks  I  were  more  likely 
to  spoil  their  mirth  than  to  furnish  food  for  it.  It  is  as 
marvellous  to  see  such  oonoeited  boors  under  the  same  roof 
with  so  courteous  and  amiable  a  damsel  as  it  would  be  to  see 
one  of  their  shaggy  bears  danoe  a  rigadoon  with  a  maiden  like 
the  daughter  [niece]  of  our  host.  Well,  I  need  not  concern  myself 
more  Uum  I  can  help  about  her  beauty  or  their  breeding,  since 
morning  will  separate  me  from  them  for  erer.' 

As  these  reflections  passed  through  the  young  guesfs  mind, 
the  father  of  the  family  called  for  a  cup  of  wine,  and  having 
required  the  two  strangers  to  pledge  him  in  a  maple  cup  of 
considerable  siae,  he  sent  a  similar  goblet  to  Rudolph  Donner- 
hugeL  'Tet  you,'  he  said^  'kinsman,  axe  used  to  more  highly 
flavoured  wine  than  the  half-ripened  grapes  of  Qeierstein  can 
supply.  Would  you  think  i^  sir  merchant^'  he  continued, 
addressing  Philipson,  '  there  axe  burghers  of  Berne  who  send  for 
wine  for  Uieir  own  drinking  both  to  France  and  Germany  f 

'My  kinsman  disapproves  of  that»'  replied  Rudolph;  'yet 
every  place  is  not  blessed  with  vineyards  like  Geterstein,  winch 
produces  all  that  heart  and  eye  can  desire.'  This  was  said 
with  a  glance  at  his  fair  companion,  who  did  not  appear  to  take 
the  compliment,  while  the  envoy  of  Berne  proceeded — '  But  our 
wealthier  burghers,  having  some  superfluous  crowns,  think  it  no 
extravagance  to  barter  them  for  a  goblet  of  better  wine  than 
our  own  mountains  can  produce.  &t  we  will  be  more  frugal 
when  we  have  at  our  disposal  tuns  of  the  wine  of  Burgundy, 
for  the  mere  trouble  of  transporting  them.' 

'How  mean  you  by  that,  cousin  Ruddphf  said  Arnold 
Biederman. 

'  Methinks,  respected  kinsman,'  answered  the  Bernese,  '  your 
letters  must  have  told  you  that  our  Diet  is  likely  to  dedaie 
war  against  Burgundy!' 

'  Ah !  and  you  know,  then,  the  contents  of  my  letters  t'  said 
Arnold — 'another  mark  how  times  are  changed  at  Berne  and 
with  the  Diet  of  Switserland.  When  did  aU  her  grey-haired 
statesmen  die,  that  our  allies  should  have  brought  beardless 
boys  into  their  councils  t ' 

'  The  Senate  of  Berne  and  the  Diet  of  the  Confederacy,'  said 
the  young  man,  partly  abashed,  partly  in  vindication  (rf  what 
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he  had  before  spoken,  'allow  the  yoong  men  to  know  their 
pnrposea,  ainoe  it  is  they  by  whmn  they  mtist  be  executed. 
The  head  which  thinks  may  weU  confide  in  the  hand  that 
strikes.' 

'Not  till  the  moment  of  dealing  the  blow,  young  man/  said 
Arnold  Biederman,  sternly.  'What  kind  of  couiuellor  is  he 
who  talks  loosely  the  secrets  of  state  afiairs  before  women  and 
staiangerst  Go^  Rudolph,  and  all  of  ye,  and  try  by  manly 
exeroifles  which  is  best  fitted  to  senre  your  country,  rather 
than  giye  your  judgment  upon  her  measures.  Hold,  young 
man,'  he  continued,  addressing  Arthur,  who  had  arisen,  'this 
does  not  apply  to  you,  who  are  unused  to  mountain  trayel,  and 
require  rest  after  it.' 

'Under  your  favour,  sir,  not  so,'  said  the  elder  stranger;  / 
'  we  hold  in  England  that  the  best  refreshment  after  we  haye 
been  esLhausted  by  one  species  of  exercise  is  to  betake  oursdyes 
to  another;  as  riding,  for  example^  affords  more  relief  to  one 
fatigued  by  walking  than  a  bed  <^  down  would.  So^  if  your 
young  men  will  permit,  my  son  will  join  their  exerdses.' 

'  He  will  find  them  rough  playmates,'  answered  the  Switier ; 
'  but  be  it  at  your  pleasure.' 

The  young  men  went  out  accordingly  to  the  open  lawn  in 
front  of  the  house.  Anne  of  Geieratein,  and  some  females  of 
the  household,  sat  down  on  a  bank  to  judge  which  performed 
best^  and  shouts,  loud  laughing,  and  all  that  announces  the 
riot  of  juyenile  spirits  occupied  by  manly  sports,  was  soon 
after  heard  by  the  two  seniors,  as  they  sat  together  in  the 
hall.  The  master  of  the  house  resumed  the  wine-flask,  and, 
haying  filled  the  cup  of  his  guests  poured  the  remainder  into 
his  own. 

'At  an  age,  worthy  stranger,'  he  said,  'when  the  blood 
grows  colder  and  the  feelings  heayier,  a  moderate  cup  of  wine 
brings  back  light  thoughts  and  makes  the  limbs  supple.  Yet 
I  almost  wish  that  Noah  had  neyer  planted  the  grape,  when  of 
late  years  I  haye  seen  with  my  own  eyes  my  countrymen  swill 
wine  like  yery  Germans,  till  they  were  like  gorged  swine^ 
incapable  of  sense,  thought^  or  motion.' 

'It  is  a  yice,'  said  the  Englishman,  'which  I  haye  observed 
gains  ground  in  your  country,  where  within  a  century  I  haye 
heard  it  was  totally  unknown.' 

'It  was  so,'  said  the  Swiss,  'for  wine  was  seldom  made  at  home, 
and  never  imported  from  abroad ;  for,  indeed,  none  possessed 
the  means  of  purchasing  that>  or  au£^t  else,  which  our  valleys 


^^ 
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pioduoe  not.  Bat  our  wan  and  our  viotorieB  have  gained  ns 
wealth  as  well  as  fame;  and  in  the  poor  thoughts  of  one 
Switaer  at  leasts  we  had  been  better  witiiout  both,  had  we  not 
also  gained  liberty  by  the  same  exertion.  It  is  something 
however,  that  conuneroe  may  oooasionally  send  into  our  remote 
mountains  a  sensible  visitor  like  yourself,  waarthj  guest,  whose 
discourse  shows  him  to  be  a  man  of  sagacity  and  discernment ; 
for  though  I  love  not  the  increasing  taste  for  trinkets  and 
gewgaws  which  you  merdiants  introduce,  yet  I  acknowledge 
that  we  simple  mountaineers  leam  from  men  like  you  more  of 
the  world  around  us  than  we  could  acquire  by  our  own  exer- 
tions. Tou  are  bound,  you  say,  to  B&le,  and  thence  to  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy's  leaguer  t' 

'I  am  so,  my  worthy  host,'  said  the  merchant;  'that  is, 
providing  I  can  perform  my  journey  with  safety.' 

'Tour  safety,  good  friend,  may  be  assured,  if  you  list  to 
tarry  for  two  or  three  days ;  for  in  that  space  I  shall  myself 
take  the  journey,  and  with  such  an  escort  as  will  prevent  any 
risk  of  danger.  You  will  find  in  me  a  sure  and  faithful  guide, 
and  I  shall  leam  frcmi  you  much  of  other  countries,  which  it 
concerns  me  to  know  better  than  I  do.    Is  it  a  bargain  f ' 

'  The  proposal  is  too  much  to  my  advantage  to  be  refused,' 
said  the  Englishman;  'but  may  I  ask  the  purpose  of  your 
journey  f ' 

'I  chid  yonder  boy  but  now,'  answered  Biederman,  'for 
speaking  on  public  affiurs  without  reflection,  and  before  the 
whole  family;  but  our  tidings  and  my  errand  need  not  be 
concealed  from  a  considerate  person  like  you,  who  must  indeed 
soon  leam  it  from  public  rumour.  Tou  know  doubtless  the 
mutual  hatred  which  subsists  between  Louis  XI.  of  France  and 
Charles  of  Burgundy,  whom  men  call  the  Bold;  and  having 
seen  these  countries,  as  I  understand  from  your  former  dis- 
course, you  are  probably  well  aware  of  the  various  contending 
interests  which,  besides  the  personal  hatred  of  the  sovereigns, 
make  them  irreconcilable  enemies.  Now  Louis,  whom  the 
world  cannot  match  for  craft  and  subtlety,  is  using  all  his 
influence,  by  distributions  of  large  sums  amongst  some  ol  the 
counsellors  of  our  neighbours  of  Berne,  by  pouring  treasures 
into  the  exchequer  of  that  state  itself,  by  holding  out  the  bait 
of  emolument  to  the  old  men,  and  encouraging  the  violence  of 
the  young,  to  urge  the  Bemese  into  a  war  with  the  Duke. 
Charles,  on  the  other  hand,  is  acting,  as  he  frequently  does, 
exactly  as  Louis  could  have  wished.    Our  neighbours  and  allies 
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of  Beme  do  not,  like  us  of  the  Forest  Cantons,  confine  them- 
selyes  to  pasture  or  agriculture,  but  carry  on  considerable 
oommeroe,  which  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  has  in  various  in- 
stances interrupted,  by  the  exactions  and  violence  of  his  officers 
in  the  frontier  towns,  as  is  doubtless  well  known  to  you.' 

'Unquestionably,'  answered  the  merchant;  'they  are  uni- 
versally regarded  as  vexatious.' 

'You  will  not  then  be  surprised  that,  solioited  by  the  one 
sovereign  and  aggrieved  by  the  other,  proud  of  past  victories 
and  ambitious  of  additional  power,  Beine  and  the  City  Cantons 
of  our  confederacy,  whose  represmtatives,  from  their  superior 
wealth  and  better  education,  have  more  to  say  in  our  Diet 
than  we  of  the  Forests,  shoidd  be  bent  upcm  war,  from  which 
it  has  hitherto  happened  that  the  republic  has  always  derived 
victory,  wealth,  and  increase  of  territory.' 

'Ay,  WOTthy  host,  and  of  glory,'  said  Philipeon,  interrupting 
him  with  some  enUkusiasm;  'I  wonder  not  that  the  brave 
youths  of  your  states  axe  willing  to  thrust  themselves  upon 
new  wars,  since  their  past  victories  have  been  so  brilliant  and 
so  far  famed.' 

'Tou  are  no  wise  merchant,  kind  guest,'  answered  the  host, 
'if  you  regard  success  in  former  desperate  undertakings  as  an 
encouragement  to  future  rashness.  Let  us  make  a  better  use 
of  past  victories.  When  we  fought  for  our  liberties  God 
blessed  our  arms;  but  will  He  do  so  if  we  fight  either  for 
aggrandisement  or  for  the  gold  of  Francef ' 

'Your  doubt  is  just,'  said  the  merchant,  more  sedately; 
'  but  suppose  you  draw  the  sword  to  put  an  end  to  the  vexa- 
tious exactions  of  Buignndy  f 

'Hear  me,  good  friend,' answered  the  Switser;  'it  may  be 
that  we  of  the  Forest  Cantcms  think  too  little  of  those  matters 
of  trade  which  so  much  engross  the  attention  of  the  burghers 
of  Berne.  Yet  we  will  not  desert  our  neighbours  and  allies  in 
a  just  quarrel;  and  it  is  wellnigh  settled  tiiat  a  deputation 
shall  be  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  to  request  redress.  In 
this  embassy  the  General  Diet  now  assembled  at  Beme  have 
requested  that  I  should  take  some  share ;  and  hence  the  journey 
in  which  I  propose  that  you  should  accompany  me.' 

'  It  will  be  much  to  my  satisfaction  to  travel  in  your 
company,  wortliy  host,'  said  the  Englishman.  '  But,  as  I  am 
a  true  man,  methinks  your  port  and  figure  resemble  an  envoy 
of  defiance  rather  than  a  messenger  of  peace.' 

'And  I  too  might  say,'  replied  the  Switser,  'that  your 
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language  and  sentiments^  mj  honoured  guest^  rather  belong  to 
the  sword  than  the  measuring  wand.' 

'  I  was  bred  to  the  sword,  worthy  sir,  before  I  took  the  doth- 
yard  in  my  hand,'  replied  Philipson,  smiling,  'and  it  may  be 
I  am  still  more  partuJ  to  my  dd  trade  than  wisdom  would 
altogether  recommend.' 

'I  thought  so,'  said  Arnold;  'but  then  you  fought  meet 
likely  under  your  country's  banners  against  a  foreign  and 
national  enemy ;  and  in  that  ease  I  will  admit  that  war  has 
something  in  it  whioh  eleyates  the  heart  above  the  due  sense 
it  should  entertain  of  the  calamity  inflioted  and  endured  by 
God's  creatures  on  each  side.  But  the  waifiare  in  which  I  was 
engaged  had  no  such  gilding.  It  was  the  miserable  war  of 
Zurich,  where  Switsers  levelled  their  pikes  against  the  bosoms 
of  their  own  countrymen ;  and  quarter  waa  asked  and  refused 
in  the  same  kindly  mountain  language.  From  such  remem- 
brances, your  warlike  recollections  are  probably  free.' 

The  merchant  hung  down  his  head  and  pressed  his  fore- 
head with  his  hand,  as  one  to  whom  the  most  painful  thoughts 
were  suddenly  recalled. 

'Alasl'  he  said,  'I  deserve  to  feel  the  pain  whidi  your 
words  inflict  What  nation  can  know  the  woes  of  England  that 
has  not  felt  them — ^what  eye  can  estimate  them  which  has  not 
seen  a  land  torn  and  bleeding  with  the  strife  of  two  desperate 
ftkotions,  battles  fought  in  every  province,  plains  heaped  with 
shun,  and  scafiblds  drenched  in  blood  t  Even  in  your  quiet 
valleys,  methinks,  you  may  have  heard  of  the  GivU  Wars  of 
England!' 

*I  do  indeed  bethink  me,'  said  the  Switser,  'that  England 
had  lost  her  possessions  in  fSmnce  during  many  years  of  bloody 
internal  wars  concerning  the  colour  of  a  rose — ^was  it  not!  But 
these  are  ended.' 

'  For  the  present^'  answered  Philipson,  '  it  would  seem  so.' 

As  he  spoke,  there  was  a  knock  at  the  docMr.  The  master  of 
the  house  said,  'Come  in';  the  door  opened,  and,  with  the 
reverence  which  was  expected  from  young  persons  towards  their 
dders  in  those  past<»al  regicms,  the  fine  form  of  Anne  of  Qeier- 
stein  presented  itself. 


CHAPTER  IV 

And  nofw  the  well-known  bow  tJie  muter  han, 
Tom'd  on  all  aides,  and  view'd  it  o'er  and  o'er ; 
Whilat  some  deridhig,  '  How  he  tnma  the  bow  f 
Some  other  like  it  sore  the  man  mnat  know, 
Or  alee  woold  oofij,  or  in  bows  he  deala ; 
Perhaps  he  makea  them,  or  perhaps  he  steals.' 

Popx'8  Hornet' »  Odysaey, 

Thb  fair  maiden  approached  with  the  half-faaehful,  half -import* 
ant  look  which  sits  ao  well  on  a  young  houBekeeper,  when  ahe 
is  at  once  proud  and  aahamed  of  the  mationly  duties  she  is 
called  upon  to  diaohaige,  and  whiqpered  something  in  her 
nncLe'a  ear. 

'And  could  not  the  idle-pated  boys  have  brought  their  own 
errandf  What  is  it  they  want  that  they  cannot  ask  themselTeSi 
but  must  send  thee  to  beg  it  lor  themf  Had  it  been  any- 
thing reasonable,  I  should  hieiTe  heard  it  dinned  into  my  ears 
by  forty  voices,  so  modest  are  our  Swiss  youths  become  nowa- 
days.'  She  stooped  forward,  and  again  whiqpered  in  bis  ear, 
as  he  fondly  stroked  her  curling  tresses  with  his  ample  hand, 
and  replied, 'The  bow  of  Buttishols,  my  dear  f  Why,  Uie  youths 
surely  are  not  grown  stronger  since  last  year,  when  none  of 
them  could  bend  itf  But  yonder  it  himgs  with  its  three 
arrows.  Who  is  the  wise  champion  that  is  challenger  at  a 
game  where  he  is  sure  to  be  foUed  V 

'It  is  this  gentleman's  »»,  sir,'  said  the  maiden,  'who^  not 
being  able  to  contend  with  my  cousins  in  running,  leapingi 
hurikig  the  bar,  or  pitching  the  stone,  has  chaUenged  them  to 
ride,  or  to  shoot  with  the  English  long4Myw.' 

'To  ride,'  said  the  venerable  Swiss,  'were  difficulty  where 
there  are  no  horses,  and  no  level  ground  to  career  upon  if  there 
were.  But  an  £b|^ish  bow  he  sl»ll  have,  since  we  happen  to 
possess  one.  Take  it  to  the  young  men,  my  niece,  with  the 
three  arrows^  and  say  to  them  mm  me;,  thuat  he  who  bends  it 
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will  do  more  than  fmiiam  Tell  or  the  renowned  Staii£Eacher 
ooold  haye  done.' 

As  the  maiden  went  to  take  the  weapon  from  the  place 
where  it  hong  amid  the  group  of  arms  which  Philipeon  had 
f onnerl J  remarked,  the  Engllah  merchant  ohaerved, '  that»  were 
the  minntrela  of  his  land  to  aaaign  her  oocapationi  so  fjBor  a 
maiden  shoold  be  bow-bearer  to  none  but  the  little  blind  god 
Cupid/ 

'  I  will  haye  nothing  of  the  blind  god  Cupid,'  said  Arnold, 
hastily,  yet  half  laughing  at  the  same  time;  'we  have  been 
deafened  with  the  foolery  of  minstrelB  and  strolling  minne- 
singers, CTcr  since  the  wandering  knayes  have  found  there 
were  pence  to  be  gathered  among  us.  A  Swiss  maiden  should 
only  sing  Albert  Tsohudi's  ballads,  or  the  merry  lay  of  the 
going  out  and  return  of  the  cows  to  and  from  the  mountain 
pastures.' 

While  he  spoke,  the  damsel  had  selected  from  the  arms  a 
bow  of  extraordinary  strength,  considerably  abore  six  feet  in 
length,  with  three  shafts  of  a  cloth-yard  long.  Philipscu  asked 
to  look  at  the  weapcms,  and  examined  them  doeely.  '  It  is  a 
tough  piece  of  yew,'  he  said.  '  I  should  know  it^  since  I  haTe 
dealt  in  such  commodities  in  my  time;  but  when  I  was  d 
Arthur's  age^  I  could  haye  bent  it  as  easily  as  a  boy  bends  a 
willow.' 

'  We  are  too  old  to  boast  like  boys,'  said  Arnold  Biederman, 
with  something  of  a  reproying  glance  at  his  companion. 
'  Carry  the  bow  to  thy  kixismen,  Anne,  and  let  him  who  can 
bend  it  say  he  beat  Arnold  Biederman.'  As  he  spoke,  he 
turned  his  eyes  on  the  spare  yet  muscular  figure  of  the  English- 
man, then  again  glanced  down  on  his  own  stately  person. 

'You  must  remember,  good  my  hoet^'  said  Philipson,  'that 
weapons  are  wielded  not  by  strength,  but  by  art  and  sleight  of 
hand.  What  most  I  wonder  at  is  to  see  in  this  place  a  bow 
made  by  Matthew  of  Doncaster,  a  bowyer  who  liyed  at  least  a 
hundred  years  ago,  remarkable  for  the  great  toughness  and 
strength  of  the  weapons  which  he  made,  and  whidi  are  now 
become  somewhat  unmanageable,  eyen  by  an  English  yeoman.' 

'  How  are  you  assured  of  the  maker's  name,  worthy  guest  f 
replied  the  Swiss. 

'By  old  Matthew's  mark,'  answered  the  Englishman,  'and 
his  initials  cut  upon  the  bow.  I  wonder  not  a  little  to  find 
such  a  weapon  here,  and  in  such  good  presenration.' 

'It  has  been  regularly  waxed,  oiled,  and  kept  in  good  order,' 
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said  the  LandamiDan,  '  being  preBerved  as  a  trophy  ctf  a  memor- 
able day.  It  would  but  grieve  you  to  recount  its  early  history, 
since  it  was  taken  in  a  day  fatal  to  your  country.' 

'  My  country,'  said  the  KngliBhman,  composedly,  *  has  gained 
•so  many  Tictories,  that  her  children  may  well  afford  to  hear  of  a 
single  defeat.  Bat  I  knew  not  that  the  English  ever  waned  in 
Switserland.' 

'Not  precisely  as  a  nation,'  answered  ^ederman;  'but  it 
was  in  my  grandsire's  days  that  a  large  body  of  roving  sddierB, 
composed  cl  men  from  almost  all  countries,  but  especially 
Englishmen,  Normans,  and  Gascons,  poured  down  on  tiie 
Aa^u  and  the  districts  adjacent.  They  were  headed  by  a 
great  warrior  called  Ingelram  de  Gouci,  who  pretended  some 
claims  upon  the  Duke  ci  Austria,  to  satisfy  which  he  ravaged 
indifferently  the  Austrian  territory  and  that  of  our  Confederacy. 
His  soldiers  were  hired  warriors — ^Free  Companions  they  called 
themselves — ^that  seemed  to  belong  to  no  country,  and  were  as 
brave  in  the  fight  as  they  were  cruel  in  their  depredations. 
Some  pause  in  tiie  constant  wars  betwixt  France  and  England 
had  deprived  many  of  those  bands  of  their  ordinary  employ- 
ment, and  battle  being  their  element,  they  came  to  seek  it 
am<xig  our  valleys.  The  air  seemed  on  fire  with  the  blase  of 
their  armour,  and  the  veiy  sun  was  darkened  at  the  flight  of 
their  arrows.  They  did  us  much  evil,  and  we  sustained  the 
loss  of  more  than  one  battle.  But  we  met  them  at  Buttishols, 
and  mingled  the  blood  of  many  a  rider,  noble  as  they  were 
called  and  esteemed,  with  that  of  their  horses.  The  huge 
mound  that  covers  the  bones  of  man  and  steed  is  still  called 
the  English  banow.' 

Philipson  was  silent  for  a  minute  or  two^  and  then  replied, 
'Then  let  them  sleep  in  peace.  If  they  did  vrrong,  they  paid 
for  it  with  their  lives ;  and  that  is  all  the  ransom  that  mortal 
man  can  render  for  his  transgressions.  Heaven  pardon  their 
souls  t' 

'Amen,'  replied  the  Landamman,  'and  those  of  all  brave 
men !  My  grandsire  was  at  the  battle,  and  was  held  to  have 
demeaned  himself  like  a  good  soldier;  and  this  bow  has  been 
ever  since  carefully  preserved  in  our  family.  There  is  a 
prophecy  about  it,  but  I  hold  it  not  worthy  of  remark.' 

Philipson  was  about  to  inquire  farther,  but  was  interrupted 
by  a  loud  cry  of  surprise  and  astonishment  from  without. 

' I  must  out,'  said  Btederman,  'and  see  what  these  wild  lads 
are  doing.    It  is  not  now  as  formerly  in  this  land,  when  the 
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yoiing  dared  not  judge  for  themaelTes  till  the  old  man's  voice 
had  been  heard/ 

He  went  forth  from  the  lodge,  followed  bj  his  gueet.  The 
company  who  had  witnessed  tJie  games  were  aU  talking, 
shoutings  and  disputing  in  the  same  breath;  while  Arthur 
Philipeon  stood  a  little  apart  from  the  rest^  leaning  on  the 
unbent  bow  with  apparent  indi^erenoe.  At  the  sight  of  the 
Trfwidamman  all  were  silent. 

'What  means  this  unwonted  damourf  he  said,  raising  a 
voice  to  which  all  were  aooustonkcd  to  listen  with  reverence. 
'Rudiger,'  addressing  the  eldest  of  his  sons,  'has  the  young 
stranger  bent  the  bow  t ' 

'He  has,  father,'  said  Budiger,  'and  he  has  hit  the  mark. 
Three  such  shots  were  never  shot  by  William  Tell.' 

'It  was  chance— pure  chance,'  said  the  young  Swiss  from 
Berne.  '  No  human  skill  could  have  done  it^  much  less  a  puny 
lady  baffled  in  all  besides  that  he  attempted  among  us.' 

'But  what  has  been  donef '  said  the  Landamman.  'Nay, 
speak  not  all  at  once.  Anne  of  Qeierstein,  thou  hast  moro  sense 
and  breeding  than  these  boys — ^tell  me  how  the  game  has  gone.' 

The  maiden  seemed  a  little  confused  at  this  appeal;  but 
answered  with  a  composed  and  downcast  look — 

'The  mark  was,  as  usual,  a  pigeon  to  a  pole.  All  the  young 
men,  except  the  stranger,  had  practised  at  it  with  the  cross- 
bow and  long-bow,  wifiiout  hitting  it.  When  I  brought  out 
the  bow  of  Buttishobs,  I  offered  it  first  to  my  kinsmen.  None 
would  accept  of  it^  saying  respected  uncle,  that  a  task  too  great 
for  you  must  be  far  too  difficult  for  them.' 

'They  said  well,'  answered  Arnold  Biederman;  'and  the 
stranger,  did  he  string  the  bow 9' 

'He  did,  my  unde^  but  first  he  wrote  something  on  a  piece 
of  paper,  and  placed  it  in  my  hands.' 

'And  did  he  shoot  and  hit  the  markf  continued  the 
surprised  Switzer. 

'He  firsts'  said  the  maiden,  'removed  the  pole  a  hundred 
yards  farther  than  the  post  where  it  stood.' 

'Singular!'  said  the  Landamman,  'that  is  double  the  usual 
distance.' 

'  He  then  drew  the  bow,'  continued  the  maiden,  '  and  shot 
ofi^  one  after  another,  with  incredible  rapidity,  the  three  arrows 
which  he  had  stuck  into  his  belt.  The  first  cleft  the  pole,  the 
second  cut  the  string,  the  third  killed  the  poor  bird  as  it  rose 
into  the  air.' 
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'B7  SL  Mary  of  Rhuriedlen,'  nid  the  old  man,  looiking  ap 
in  amaMb  ^  if  your  eyes  really  saw  this,  they  saw  suoh  archery 
as  was  neyer  before  witneoaed  in  the  Foreet  States  1 ' 

'  I  eay  nay  to  that^  my  revered  kinaman,'  replied  Rudolph 
Donnerhngel,  whose  vexation  was  apparent;  'it  was  mere 
chance^  if  not  iUusioii  or  witoheiy.' 

'What  say'st  thoa  of  it  tliyselfy  Arfchnr/  said  his  father, 
half  sDkilmff;  '  was  thy  saooess  by  chance  or  skill  f ' 

'My  fa^er/  said  the  young  man,  'I  need  not  tell  you  that 
I  have  done  but  an  oirdinazy  feat  for  an  ^^gl'«^  bowman. 
Nor  do  I  speak  to  gratify  that  misproud  and  ignorsnt  young 
man;  but  to  our  worthy  host  and  iiis  family  I  make  answer. 
This  youth  charges  me  with  having  deluded  men's  eyes,  or  hit 
the  mark  by  chance.  For  illusion,  yonder  is  the  pierced  pole, 
the  severed  string,  and  the  slain  bird,  they  will  endure  sight 
and  handling;  knd,  besides,  if  that  fair  maiden  will  open  the 
note  which  I  put  into  her  hand,  she  will  find  evidence  to  assure 
yon  that,  even  before  I  drew  the  bow,  I  had  fixed  upon  the 
three  marks  which  I  designed  to  aim  at.' 

'Produce  the  scroll,  good  niece,'  said  her  unde^  'and  end 
the  controversy.' 

'Nay,  under  your  favour,  my  worthy  host,'  said  Arthur,  'it 
is  but  some  foolish  liiymes  addressed  to  the  maiden's  own  eye.' 

'And,  under  your  favour,  sir,'  said  the  Tandamman,  'what- 
soever is  fit  for  my  niece's  eyes  may  greet  my  ears.' 

He  took  the  scroll  from  the  maiden,  who  blushed  deeply 
when  she  resigned  it.  The  character  in  which  it  was  written 
was  so  fine  that  the  Landamman  in  surprise  exclaimed,  'No 
deik  of  St.  Gall  could  have  written  more  fairly.  Strange,'  he 
again  repeated,  'that  a  hand  which  could  draw  so  true  a  bow 
should  have  the  cunning  to  fonn  characters  so  fair.'  He  then 
exclaimed  anew,  'Ha  1  vefses,  by  Our  Lady  I  What  I  have  we 
minstrelB  disguised  as  tradersf  He  then  opened  the  scroll, 
and  read  the  following 


'  "If  I  hit  mast,  and  Ime,  snd  biid 
An  "i^g^''^  archer  keepB  his  word. 
Ah  I  maideii,  didst  thoa  aim  at  ma, 
A  aiiiig^  j^anse  were  worth  iha  three. 


»» 


Here  is  rare  liiyming,  my  worthy  guest,'  said  the  Landam- 
man, shaking  hiis  head — 'fine  woids  to  make  foolish  maidens 
fain.  But  do  not  excuse  it;  it  is  your  country  fashion,  and  we 
know  how  to  treat  it  as  such.'    And  without  further  allusicn 
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to  the  eoDcludmg  ooaplet^  the  reading  of  which  threw  the  poet 
fts  well  as  the  object  of  the  Teraea  into  some  diacomposore,  he 
added  gravely,  'You  must  now  aUow,  Rudolph  Donnerfaugel, 
that  the  stranger  has  fBiAj  attained  Uie  three  marks  which  he 
proposed  to  himself/ 

*  That  he  has  attained  th^n  is  plain,'  answered  the  party  to 
whom  the  appeal  was  made ;  'but  that  he  has  done  this  hxdy 
may  be  doubted,  if  there  are  such  things  as  witoheiy  and  magic 
in  this  world.' 

'Shame — shame,  Rudolph  I'  said  the  Landamman;  'can 
spleen  and  envy  have  weight  with  so  brave  a  man  as  you,  from 
whom  my  sons  ought  to  learn  temperance,  forbearance,  and 
candour,  as  well  as  manly  courage  and  dexterity  t' 

The  Bernese  coloured  high  under  this  rebuike^  to  which  he 
ventured  not  to  attempt  a  reply. 

*  To  your  sports  till  sunset,  my  children,'  continued  Arnold ; 
'  while  I  and  my  worthy  friend  occupy  our  time  with  a  walk, 
for  which  the  evening  is  now  favourable.' 

'Methinks,'  said  the  English  merchant^  'I  should  like  to 
visit  the  ruins  of  yonder  casde,  situated  by  the  waterfiill. 
There  is  something  of  melancholy  dignity  in  such  a  scene  whidi 
reconciles  us  to  the  misfortunes  of  our  own  time^  by  showing 
that  our  ancestors,  who  were  peribaps  more  intelligent  or  more 
powerful,  have^  nevertheless,  in  their  days,  encountered  cares 
and  distresses  similar  to  those  which  we  now  groan  under.' 

'Have  with  you,  my  worthy  sir,' replied  his  host;  'there 
will  be  time  also  upon  the  road  to  talk  of  things  that  you 
should  know.' 

The  slow  step  of  the  two  elderly  men  cairied  them  by 
degrees  from  the  limits  of  the  lawn,  where  shout^  and  laugh, 
and  halloo  were  again  revived.  Toung  Philipson,  whose  suc- 
cess as  an  archer  had  obliterated  all  recollection  of  former 
failure,  made  other  attempts  to  mingle  in  the  manly  pastimes 
of  the  country,  and  gained  a  considerable  portion  of  applause. 
The  young  men  who  had  but  lately  been  so  ready  to  join  in 
ridiculing  him  now  began  to  consider  him  as  a  person  to  be 
looked  up  and  appealed  to ;  while  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  saw 
with  resentment  that  he  was  no  longer  without  a  rival  in  the 
opinion  of  his  male  cousins,  perhaps  of  his  kinswoman  also. 
The  proud  young  Swiss  reflected  with  bitterness  that  he  had 
fallen  under  the  Landamman's  displeasure,  declined  in  reputa> 
tion  with  his  companions,  of  whom  he  had  been  hitherto  the 
leader,  and  even  hasarded  a  more  mortifying  disappointment — 
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all,  88  his  swelling  heart  ezpreeaed  it,  through  the  meaas  of  a 
Btranger  stripling,  of  neither  blood  nor  fame,  who  could  not 
step  from  one  rcN^  to  another  without  the  encouragement  of 
a  girl. 

In  this  irritated  mood,  he  drew  near  the  young  Englishman, 
and  while  he  seemed  to  address  him  on  the  chances  of  the 
sports  which  were  still  proceeding,  he  conveyed,  in  a  whisper, 
matter  of  a  far  different  tendency.  Striking  Arthur's  shoulder 
with  the  frank  bluntness  of  a  mountaineer,  he  said  aloud, 
*  Yonder  bolt  of  Ernest  whistled  through  the  air  like  a  falcon 
when  she  stoops  down  the  wind  1 '  And  then  proceeded  in  a 
deep  low  voice,  *  Tou  merchants  sell  gloves — do  you  ever  deal 
in  single  gauntlets,  or  only  in  pairsf 

'  I  tell  no  single  glove,'  said  Arthur,  instantly  apprehending 
him,  and  sufficiently  disposed  to  resent  the  scornful  looks  of 
the  Bernese  champion  during  the  time  of  their  meal,  and  his 
having  but  lately  imputed  his  successful  shooting  to  chance 
or  sorcery — 'I  tell  no  single  glove,  sir,  but  never  refuse  to 
exchange  one.' 

'Tou  avB  apt,  I  see,'  said  Budolph;  'look  at  the  players 
whUe  I  speak,  or  our  purpose  will  be  suspected.  You  are 
quicker,  I  say,  of  apprehension  than  I  expected.  If  we  exchange 
our  gloves,  how  shall  each  redeem  his  own  f ' 

*  With  our  good  swords,'  said  Arthur  Philipson. 

'IhanDOur,  or  as  we  standi' 

'  Even  as  we  stand,'  said  Arthur.  '  I  have  no  better  garment 
of  proof  than  this  doublet,  no  other  weapon  than  my  sword ; 
and  these,  sir  Switier,  I  hold  enough  for  the  purpose.  Name 
time  and  place.' 

'The  old  castle-court  at  Geierstein,'  replied  Rudolph,  'the 
time  sunrise;  but  we  are  watched.  I  have  lost  my  wager, 
stranger,'  he  added,  speaking  aloud,  and  in  an  indifforent  tone  of 
voice,  'since  Ulrick  has  made  a  cast  beyond  Ernest  There  is 
my  glove^  in  token  I  shall  not  foiget  the  flask  of  wine.' 

'And  there  is  mine^'  said  Arthur,  'in  token  I  will  drink  it 
with  you  merrily.' 

Thus,  amid  ibe  peaceful  though  rough  sports  of  their  com- 
panions, did  these  two  hot-headed  youths  contrive  to  indulge 
their  hostile  inclinations  towaids  each  other,  by  settling  a 
meeting  of  deadly  purpose* 


CHAPTER  V 

I  wMono 
Who  loTed  the  greenwood  hank  and  lowing  herd. 
The  niBset  prize,  the  lowly  peasant's  Ufe, 
Season'd  with  sweet  oontent,  more  than  the  halls 
Where  revellers  feast  to  fever-height.    Believe  me^ 
There  ne'er  was  poison  niiz'd  in  maple  bowL 

LHAvnfG  the  young  peracnui  engaged  with  their  sports,  the 
Landamman  of  Unterwalden  and  the  elder  Philipaon  walked  on 
in  oompany,  oonyersing  chiefly  on  the  politaod  relations  of 
France,  England,  and  Burgundy,  until  the  oonvenation  was 
changed  as  they  entered  the  gate  of  the  old  castle-yard  of 
Qeierstein,  where  arose  the  lonely  and  dismantled  keep^  SQi^ 
rounded  by  the  ruins  of  other  buildings. 

*  This  hisui  been  a  proud  and  a  strong  habitation  in  its  time^' 
said  Philipson. 

'They  were  a  proud  and  powerful  race  who  held  it,'  rej^ed 
the  Landamman.  'The  Counts  of  Qeierstein  have  a  history 
which  runs  back  to  the  times  of  the  old  HelvetiaDs,  and  their 
deeds  are  reported  to  hare  matched  their  antiquity.  But  all 
earthly  grandeur  has  an  end,  and  free  men  tread  tiie  ruins  of 
their  feudal  castle,  at  the  most  distant  sight  of  whose  turrets 
serfs  were  formerly  obliged  to  vail  their  bonnets,  if  they  would 
escape  the  chasttsement  of  contumacious  rebels.' 

'I  observe,'  said  the  merchant,  'engraved  on  a  stone  under 
yonder  turret,  the  crest,  I  conceive^  of  the  last  famOy — a  vul- 
ture perched  on  a  rock,  descriptive^  doubtless,  of  the  word 
Qeierstein.' 

'  It  is  the  ancient  cognisance  of  the  femily,'  replied  Arnold 
Biederman,  '  and,  as  you  say,  expresses  the  name  of  the  castle, 
being  the  same  with  that  of  the  knights  who  so  long  held  it.' 

'  I  also  remarked  in  your  hall,'  continued  the  merchant,  '  a 
helmet  bearing  the  same  crest  or  cognisance.    It  is,  I  suppose, 
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a  trophy  of  the  triumph  of  the  Swiss  peasants  OTer  the  nobles 
of  Geierstem,  as  the  TSoglish  bow  is  preserved  in  lemembranoe 
of  the  battle  of  Buttisholzf 

'And  you,  fair  sir/  replied  the  Tjandamnmn,  'would,  I  per- 
oeiye,  from  the  prejudioes  of  your  education,  regard  the  one 
Tict(nry  with  as  unpleasant  feelings  as  the  other!  Strange, 
that  die  Teneration  for  rank  should  be  rooted  eyen  in  Uie 
minds  of  those  who  haye  no  olaim  to  share  it  1  But  clear  up 
your  downcast  brows,  my  worthy  guest>  and  be  assured  that, 
though  many  a  proud  baron's  castle,  when  Switserland  threw 
off  the  bonds  of  feudal  slavery,  was  plundered  and  destroyed 
by  the  just  vengeance  of  an  incensed  people,  such  was  not  the 
lot  of  Geierstein.  The  blood  of  the  old  possessors  of  these 
towers  still  flows  in  the  vems  of  him  by  whom  these  lands  are 
occupied/ 

'What  am  I  to  understand  by  that,  sir  Landammant'  said 
Philipson.     'Are  not  you  yourself  the  occupant  of  this  place)' 

'  And  you  think,  probably,'  answered  Arnold, '  because  I  live 
like  the  other  shepherds,  wear  homespun  grey,  and  hold  the 
plough  with  my  own  hands,  I  cannot  be  descended  from  a  line 
of  ancient  nobiUty  t  This  knd  holds  many  such  gentle  peasants, 
sir  merchant;  nor  is  there  a  more  ancient  nobility  than  that 
of  which  the  remains  are  to  be  found  in  my  native  country. 
But  they  have  voluntarily  resigned  the  oppressive  part  of  their 
feudal  power,  and  are  no  longer  regarded  as  wolves  amongst 
the  flock,  but  as  sagacious  mastifiis,  who  attend  the  sheep  in 
time  of  peace,  and  are  prompt  in  their  defence  when  war 
threatens  our  community. 

'But,'  repeated  the  merchant,  who  could  not  yet  reconcile 
himself  to  the  idea  that  his  plain  and  peasantHseeming  host 
was  a  man  of  distinguished  birth,  'you  bear  not  the  name, 
worthy  sir,  of  your  fathers.  They  were,  you  say,  the  Counts 
of  Geierstein,  fuid  you  are—' 

'Arnold  Biederman,  at  your  conunand,'  answered  the  magis- 
trate. '  But  know — ^if  the  knowledge  can  make  you  sup  with 
more  sense  of  dignity  or  comfort — ^I  need  but  put  on  yonder 
old  helmet,  or,  if  that  were  too  much  trouble,  I  have  only  to 
stick  a  falcon's  feather  into  my  cap,  and  call  myself  Arnold 
Count  of  Geierstein.  No  man  could  gainsay  me;  though 
whether  it  would  become  my  Lord  Count  to  drive  his  bullocks 
to  the  pasture,  and  whether  his  Excellency  the  High  and  Well- 
bom  could,  without  derogation,  sow  a  field  or  reap  it,  are 
questions  which  should  be  settled  beforehand.    I  see  you  are 
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oonfoiinded,  my  respeoted  guest,  at  my  degeneracy;  but  the 
state  of  my  family  is  very  soon  explained. 

'My  lordly  fathers  ruled  this  same  domain  of  Geierstein, 
which  in  their  time  was  very  eztensiTe,  much  after  the  mode 
of  feudal  barons — ^that  is,  they  were  sometimes  the  protectors 
and  patrons,  but  oftener  the  oppressors,  of  their  subjects.  But 
when  my  grandfather,  Heinrich  of  Qeierstein,  flourished,  he  not 
only  joined  the  Confederates  to  repel  Ingelram  de  Goud  and  his 
roying  bands,  as  I  already  told  you,  but,  when  the  wars  with 
Austria  were  renewed,  and  many  of  his  degree  joined  with  the 
host  of  the  Emperor  Leopold,  my  ancestor  adopted  the  opposite 
side,  fought  in  front  of  the  Confederates,  and  contributed  by 
his  skill  and  yalour  to  the  dedsiye  yictory  at  Sempach,  in 
which  Leopold  lost  his  life,  and  the  flower  of  Austrian  chiyalry 
f eU  around  him.  My  father,  Count  Williewald,  followed  the 
same  course,  both  from  inclixuition  and  policy.  He  united  him- 
self closely  with  the  state  of  Unterwalden,  became  a  dtisen  of 
the  Confederacy,  and  distingaished  himself  so  much,  that  he 
was  chosen  landamman  of  the  republic  He  had  two  sons, 
myself  and  a  younger  brother,  Albert;  and  possessed,  as  he 
felt  himself,  of  a  species  of  double  character,  he  was  desirous, 
perhaps  unwisely — ^if  I  may  censure  the  purpose  of  a  deceased 
parent — that  one  of  his  sons  should  succeed  him  in  his  lordship 
of  Qeierstein,  and  the  other  support  the  less  ostentatious, 
though  not  in  my  thought  less  honourable,  condition  of  a  free 
citizen  of  Unterwalden,  possessing  such  influence  amcmg  his 
equals  in  the  canton  as  might  be  acquired  by  his  fiiktiier's 
merits  and  his  own.  When  Albert  was  twelve  years  old,  our 
lather  took  us  on  a  short  excursion  to  Germany,  where  the 
form,  pomp,  and  magnificence  which  we  witnessed  made  a  very 
different  impression  on  the  mind  of  my  brother  and  on  my 
own.  What  appeared  to  Albert  the  consummation  of  earthly 
splendour  seemed  to  me  a  weary  display  of  tiresome  and 
useless  ceremonials.  Our  father  explained  his  piupose,  and 
offered  to  me,  as  his  eldest  son,  the  large  estate  belonging  to 
Geierstein,  reserving  such  a  portion  of  the  most  fertile  ground 
as  might  make  my  brother  one  of  the  wealthiest  dtiaens  in  a 
district  where  competence  is  esteemed  wealth.  The  teare 
gushed  from  Albert's  eyes.  ''And  must  my  brother,"  he  said, 
"be  a  noble  count,  honoured  and  followed  by  vassals  and 
attendants,  and  I  a  homespun  peasant  among  the  grey-bearded 
shepherds  of  Unterwalden  I  No,  father,  I  respect  your  will, 
but  I  will  not  sacrifice  my  own  rights.    Gderstein  is  a  fief  held 
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of  the  empire^  and  the  laws  entitle  me  to  my  equal  half  of  the 
lande.  If  my  brother  be  Count  of  GeiezBteiDy  I  am  not  the 
less  Count  Albert  of  Geierstein;  and  I  will  appeal  to  the 
Emperor,  rather  than  that  the  arbitrary  will  of  one  anoestor, 
though  he  be  my  father,  shall  oanoel  in  me  the  rank  and  rights 
which  I  have  derired  from  a  hundred."  My  father  was  greatly 
ineenaed.  "  Go^"  he  aajd,  "  proud  boy,  giro  the  enemy  of  thy 
country  a  pretext  to  interfere  in  her  affiura :  appeal  to  the  wiU 
of  a  foreign  prince  fnxn  the  pleasure  of  thy  father.  Go^  but 
neyer  again  lode  me  in  the  foce,  and  dread  my  etemal  male- 
diction ! "  Albert  was  about  to  reply  with  vehemence,  when  I 
entreated  him  to  be  silent  and  hear  me  speak.  I  had,  I  said, 
all  my  life  loved  the  mountain  better  than  the  plain,  had 
been  more  pleased  to  walk  than  to  ride,  more  proud  to  con- 
tend with  shepherds  in  their  sports  than  with  nobles  in  the 
lists^  and  happier  in  the  village  dance  than  among  the  f  eaata 
of  the  German  nobles.  ''Let  me^  therefore,"  I  said,  "be  a 
dtiaen  of  the  republic  of  Unterwalden — ^you  will  relieve  me  of 
a  thousand  cares ;  and  let  my  brother  Albert  wear  the  coronet 
and  bear  the  honours  of  Geierstein."  After  some  further  dia- 
cusaion,  my  &ther  was  at  length  contented  to  adopt  my  proposal, 
in  order  to  attain  the  object  which  he  had  ao  much  at  heart 
Albert  was  declared  heir  of  hia  castle  and  hia  rank,  by  the 
title  of  Count  Albert  of  Geierstein ;  and  I  waa  placed  in  poa- 
aeaaion  of  theae  fielda  and  fertile  meadowa  amidat  which  my 
houae  ia  aituated,  and  my  neighbours  called  me  Arnold 
Biederman.' 

'And  if  Biedennan,'  said  the  merchant,  'means,  as  I  under- 
stand the  word,  a  man  of  worth,  candour,  and  generoaity,  I 
know  none  on  whom  the  mHthet  could  be  so  justly  conferred. 
Tet  let  me  observe^  that  I  praise  the  conduct  wluch,  in  your 
droumatancee,  I  could  not  have  bowed  my  apirit  to  practise. 
Proceed,  I  pray  you,  with  the  history  of  your  houses  if  the 
recital  be  not  painful  to  you.' 

'I  have  little  moro  to  aay,'  replied  the  Trfwidamman.  'My 
father  died  soon  after  the  settlement  of  his  estate  in  the 
manner  I  have  told  you.  My  brother  had  other  posaessiona 
in  Swabia  and  Wea^ihalia,  and  aeldom  visited  hia  paternal 
castle^  which  waa  chiefly  occupied  by  a  seneschal,  a  man  so 
oboozioua  to  the  vaasals  of  the  family  that,  but  for  the  protec- 
tion aflRxrded  bv  my  near  reaidence  and  relationahip  with  hia 
lord,  he  would  have  been  plucked  out  of  the  Vulture's  Nest, 
and  treated  with  as  little  ceremony  as  if  he  had  been  the 
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Tultore  himself.  Neither,  to  say  the  truth,  did  my  farother^B 
ocoasioiial  Tiaits  to  Geientein  aflfoid  his  Tassals  much  relief,  or 
aoquire  any  popularity  for  himself.  He  heard  with  the  ears 
and  saw  with  the  eyes  of  his  crvtA  and  interested  steward,  Ital 
Sohreokenwald,  and  would  not  listen  even  to  my  interference 
and  admonition.  Indeed,  though  he  always  demeaned  himself 
with  personal  kindness  towards  me,  I  believe  he  considered  me 
as  a  dull  and  poor-spirited  down,  who  had  diagraoed  my  noble 
Uood  by  my  mean  propensities.  He  showeid  contempt  on 
evay  ocoasion  lor  the  prejudices  of  his  comitranen,  and  par^ 
tioularly  by  wearing  a  peaoook's  feather  in  publio,  and  caunng 
his  followers  to  display  the  same  badge,  though  the  cognisance 
of  the  house  of  Austria,  and  so  unpopular  in  this  countiy,  that 
men  have  been  put  to  death  for  no  better  reason  tbui  for 
carrying  it  in  their  caps.  In  the  meantime  I  was  manied  to 
my  Bertha,  now  a  saint  in  Heaven,  by  whom  I  had  six  stately 
sons,  five  of  whom  you  saw  surrounding  my  table  this  day. 
Albert  also  married.  His  wife  was  a  lady  of  rank  in  Westr 
phalia,  but  his  bridal-bed  was  less  fruitful :  he  had  only  one 
daughter,  Anne  of  Qeierstein.  Then  came  on  the  wars  between 
the  city  of  Zurich  and  our  Forest  Cantons,  in  which  so  much 
blood  was  shed,  and  when  our  brethren  of  Zurich  were  bo  ill- 
advised  as  to  embrace  the  alliance  of  Austria.  Their  Emperor 
strained  every  nerve  to  avail  himself  of  the  ^vourable  oppor- 
tunity affi>rded  by  the  disunion  of  the  Swiss^  and  engaged  all  with 
whom  he  had  influence  to  second  his  efibrto.  With  my  brother 
he  was  but  too  successful ;  for  Albert  not  only  took  arms  in 
the  Emperor's  cause,  but  admitted  into  the  strong  fortress  of 
Qeierstein  a  band  of  Austrian  soldiers,  with  whom  the  wicked 
Ital  Schreckenwald  laid  waste  the  whole  country,  excepting  my 
little  patrimony.' 

'  It  came  to  a  severe  pass  with  you,  my  worthy  host,'  said 
the  merohant,  'since  you  were  to  decide  against  the  cause  of 
your  country  or  that  of  your  brother.' 

'I  did. not  hesitate,'  continued  Arnold  Biederman.  'My 
brother  was  in  the  Emperor's  army,  and  I  was  not  therefbre 
reduced  to  act  personally  against  him ;  but  I  denounced  war 
against  the  robbers  and  ttdeves  with  whom  Schreckenwald  had 
filled  my  father's  house.  It  was  waged  with  various  fortune. 
The  seneschal,  during  my  absence,  burnt  down  my  house,  and 
slew  my  youngest  son,  who  died,  alas !  in  defence  al  his  fihther's 
hearth.  It  is  little  to  add,  that  my  lands  were  wasted  and  my 
flocks  destroyed.     On  the  other  hand,  I  succeeded,  with  help 
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of  a  hoij  of  the  peasantB  of  Unterwalden,  in  starming  the 
Oasde  of  Geientein.  It  was  oflfored  back  to  me  by  the  Con- 
federates ;  but  I  had  no  deaiie  to  sully  the  fair  cause  in  which 
I  had  assumed  arms,  by  enriching  myself  at  the  expense  of  my 
brother;  and  besides,  to  have  dwelt  in  that  guarded  hold 
would  hare  been  a  penance  to  one  the  sole  protectors  ot  whose 
house  of  late  years  had  been  a  latch  and  a  shepherd's  cur. 
The  castle  was  therefore  dismantled,  as  you  see,  by  order  of 
the  elders  of  the  canton;  and  I  even  thmk  that^  considering 
the  uses  it  was  too  citen.  put  to^  I  look  with  more  pleasure  on 
the  rugged  remains  of  Geierstein  than  I  erer  did  when  it  was 
entire  and  apparently  impregnable.' 

'I  can  understand  your  feelings,'  said  the  Englishman, 
'though  I  repeat,  my  yirtue  would  not  perhaps  have  extended 
so  far  beyond  the  eiiele  of  my  fomilv  affections.  Tour  brother, 
what  said  he  to  your  patriotio  exertionsf ' 

'He  was,  as  I  learnt,' answered  the  T^iwiomm^n^  'dreadfully 
incensed,  having  no  doubt  been  informed  that  I  had  taken  his 
castle  with  a  view  to  my  own  aggrandisement.  He  even  swore 
he  would  renounce  my  kindred,  seek  me  tlmiugh  the  battle^ 
and  slay  me  with  his  own  hand.  We  were,  in  fttot,  both  at  the 
battle  of  Freyenbaoh,  but  my  brother  was  prevented  from 
attempting  the  execution  of  his  vindictive  purpose  by  a  wound 
from  an  arrow,  which  occasioned  his  being  carried  out  of  the 
mdl^.  I  was  afterwards  in  the  bloody  and  melancholy  fight  at 
Mount  Hinel,  and  that  other  onslaught  at  the  chapel  of  St 
Jacobs  which  brought  our  brethren  of  Zurich  to  terms,  and 
reduced  Austria  once  more  to  the  necessity  of  making  peace 
with  us.  After  this  war  of  thirteen  yean,  the  Diet  passed 
sentence  of  banishment  for  life  on  my  brother  Albert^  and 
would  have  deprived  him  of  his  possessions,  but  forbore  in  con- 
sideration of  what  they  thought  my  good  service.  When  the 
sentoice  was  intimated  to  the  Count  of  Qeterstein,  he  returned 
an  answer  of  defiance;  yet  a  singular  droumstance  showed  us 
not  long  afterwards  that  he  retained  an  attachment  to  his 
countiy,  and,  amidst  his  resentment  against  me  his  brother,  did 
justice  to  my  unaltered  affection  for  Um.' 

'I  would  pledge  my  credit^'  said  the  merchant^  'that  what 
foUows  relates  to  yonder  fair  maiden,  your  niecef ' 

'  You  guess  rightly,'  said  the  lAndamman.  '  For  some  time 
we  heard,  though  indistinctly — ^for  we  have,  as  you  know,  but 
little  communication  with  foreign  countriee — ^tluit  my  brother 
was  high  in  &vour  at  the  court  of  the  Emperor,  but  latterly 
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that  he  had  taHlen  under  sospieion,  and,  ia  the  coune  of  eome 
of  those  revolations  oommon  at  the  courts  of  prinoes,  had  been 
driveii  into  exile.  It  was  ahortlj  after  this  news,  and,  as  I 
thinky  more  than  seven  years  ago^  that  I  was  returning  from 
hunting  on  the  further  side  of  the  river,  had  passed  the  nairow 
bridge  as  usual,  and  was  walking  through  the  courtyard  which 
we  have  lately  left  (for  their  widk  was  now  turned  homeward), 
when  a  voice  said,  in  the  Qerman  language,  **  Unde,  have  com- 
passion upon  me  1 "  As  I  looked  around,  I  beheld  a  girl  of  tea 
years  old  approach  timidly  from  the  shelter  of  the  ruins  and 
kneel  down  at  my  feet.  *^  Uncle,  spare  my  life>"  she  said,  hxAd- 
ing  up  her  little  hands  in  the  act  of  supplication,  while  mortal 
terror  was  painted  upon  her  countenance.  "Am  I  your  uncle, 
little  maident"  said  I;  ''and  if  I  am,  why  should  you  fear 
meT'  "Because  you  are  the  head  of  the  wicked  iod  base 
clowns  who  delight  to  spill  noble  blood,"  replied  the  giri,  with 
a  courage  which  surprised  me.  "What  is  your  name,  my  little 
maiden f"  said  I;  "and  who^  having  plajited  in  your  mind 
opinions  so  unfavourable  to  your  kinsman,  has  brought  you 
hither,  to  see  if  he  resembles  the  picture  you  have  received  of 
himf "  "It  was  Ital Schreckenwiud  that  brought  me  hither," 
said  the  girl,  only  half  comprehending  the  nature  of  my  ques- 
tion. "Ital  Schreckenwald  1 "  I  repeated,  shocked  at  the  name 
of  a  wretch  I  have  so  much  reason  to  hate.  A  vmce  from  the 
ruins,  like  that  of  a  sullen  echo  from  the  grave,  answered,  "Ital 
Schreckenwald  1 "  and  the  caitiff  issued  from  his  place  of  con- 
cealment, and  stood  before  me^  with  that  singular  indiffer- 
ence to  danger  which  he  unites  to  his  atrocity  of  character. 
I  had  mv  spiked  mountain-staff  in  my  hand — what  should 
I  have  done,  or  what  would  you  have  done^  under  like 
circumstances  f 

'  I  would  have  laid  him  on  the  earth,  with  his  skull  shivered 
like  an  icicle ! '  said  the  Englishman,  fiercely. 

'I  had  weUnigh  done  so,'  replied  the  Swiss,  'but  he  was 
unarmed,  a  messenger  from  my  brother,  and  therefore  no  object 
of  revenge.  His  own  undismayed  and  audacious  conduct  con- 
tributed to  save  him.  "Let  the  vassal  of  the  noble  and 
high-bom  Count  of  Geierstdn  hear  the  words  of  his  master, 
and  let  him  look  that  they  are  obeyed,"  said  the  insolent 
ruffian.  "  Doff  thy  cap  and  listen ;  for,  though  the  vdce  is  mine, 
the  words  are  those  of  the  noble  count."  "God  and  nuin 
know,"  replied  I,  "if  I  owe  my  brother  respect  or  homage;  it 
is  much  if,  in  respect  for  him,  I  defer  paying  to  his  messenger 
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the  meed  I  dearly  owe  him.  Proceed  with  thy  tale,  and  rid  me 
of  thy  hateful  presence."  "Albert  Connt  of  Geieratein,  thy 
lord  and  my  lord,"  proceeded  Schreckenwald,  "haTing  on  hia 
hand  wars  and  other  a£Burs  of  weighty  sends  his  daughter,  the 
Countess  Anne,  to  thy  charge,  and  graces  thee  so  fiear  as  to 
entrust  to  thee  her  support  and  nurture,  until  it  shall  suit  his 
purposes  to  require  her  back  from  thee ;  and  he  desires  that 
thou  apply  to  her  maintenance  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
lands  of  Qeierstein,  which  thou  hast  usurped  frc»n  him."  "  Ital 
Schreckenwald,"  I  replied,  "I  will  not  stop  to  ask  if  this  mode 
of  addressing  me  be  according  to  my  brother's  directicms  or 
thine  own  insolent  pleasure.  If  drcumstances  haye,  as  thou 
sayest^  deprived  my  niece  of  her  natural  protector,  I  will  be  to 
her  as  a  father,  nor  shall  she  want  aught  which  I  haye  to  give 
her.  The  lands  of  Qeierstein  are  forfeited  to  the  state,  the 
castle  is  ruinous,  as  thou  seest^  and  it  is  much  of  thy  crimes 
that  the  house  of  my  fathers  is  desolate.  But  where  I  dweU 
Anne  of  Qeierstein  shall  dwell,  as  my  children  fare  shall  she 
f are^  and  she  shall  be  to  me  as  a  daughter.  And  now  thou 
hast  thine  errand.  Qo  hence,  if  thou  lovest  thy  life;  for  it  is 
unsafe  parleying  with  the  father  when  thy  hands  are  stained 
with  the  blood  of  the  son."  The  wretch  retired  as  I  spoke, 
but  took  his  leave  with  his  usual  determined  insolence  of 
manner.  "Farewell,"  he  said,  "Count  of  the  Plough  and 
Harrow — ^farewell,  noble  companion  of  paltry  burghers  1 "  He 
disappeared,  and  released  me  from  the  strong  temptation  under 
whidk  I  laboured,  and  which  urged  me  to  stain  with  his  blood 
the  place  which  had  witnessed  his  cruelty  and  his  crimes.  I 
conveyed  my  niece  to  my  house^  and  soon  convinced  her  that  I 
was  her  sincere  friend.  I  inured  her,  as  if  she  had  been  my 
daughter,  to  all  our  mountain  exercuBes ;  and  while  she  excels 
in  these  the  damsels  of  the  district^  there  burst  from  her  such 
sparkles  of  sense  and  courage^  mingled  with  delicacy,  as  belong 
not — ^I  must  needs  own  ^e  truth — ^to  the  simple  maidens  of 
these  wild  hills,  but  relish  of  a  nobler  stem  and  higher  breed- 
ing. Yet  they  are  so  happOy  mixed  with  simplicity  and 
oourtesy,  that  Anne  of  Qeierstein  is  justly  considered  as  the 
pride  of  the  district;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  thati  if  she  should 
make  a  worthy  choice  of  a  husband,  the  state  would  assign  her 
a  large  dower  out  of  her  father's  possessions,  since  it  is  not  our 
maxim  to  punish  the  child  for  the  faults  of  the  parent' 

^  It  will  naturally  be  your  anxious  desire,  my  worthy  ho8t>' 
replied  the  TCnglmtimft.nj  <to  secure  to  your  niece,  in  whose 
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prAises  I  have  deep  oauae  to  join  with  a  grateful  roioe,  sach  a 
suitable  match  as  her  birth  and  expectations,  but  above  all  her 
meriti  demand.' 

'It  iS|  my  good  guest>'  said  the  T<andainman,  'that  which 
hath  often  occupied  my  thoughts.  The  over-near  relationship 
prohibits  what  would  have  been  my  most  earnest  desire,  the 
hope  of  seeing  her  wedded  to  one  of  my  own  sons.  This  young 
man,  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  is  brave,  and  highly  esteemed  by 
his  f ellow-dtisens ;  but  more  ambitious,  and  more  desirous  of 
distinction,  than  I  would  desire  for  my  niece's  companion 
through  life.  His  temper  is  violent^  though  his  heart,  I  trusty 
is  good.  But  I  am  like  to  be  unpleasantly  released  from  all 
care  on  this  score,  since  my  brother,  having,  as  it  seemed,  for- 
gotten Anne  for  seven  yean  and  upwards,  has,  by  a  letter 
which  I  have  lately  received,  demanded  that  she  shall  be  re- 
stored to  him.  Tou  can  read,  my  worthy  sir,  for  your  profes- 
sion requires  it.  See,  here  is  the  scroll,  coldly  worded,  but  f^ 
less  unkindly  than  his  unbrotheriy  message  by  Ital  Schrecken- 
wald.    Bead  it»  I  prav  you,  aloud.' 

The  merchant  read  accordingly. 

' ''  BBOTHsn — ^I  thank  you  for  the  care  you  have  taken  of  my 
daughter,  for  she  has  been  in  safety  when  she  would  otherwise 
have  been  in  peril,  and  kindly  used  when  she  would  have  been 
in  hardship.  I  now  entreat  you  to  restore  her  to  me,  and 
trust  that  she  will  come  with  the  virtues  which  become  a 
woman  in  every  station,  and  a  disposition  to  lay  aside  the  habits 
of  a  Swiss  viUager  for  the  graces  of  a  high -bom  maiden. 
Adieu.  I  thank  you  once  more  for  your  care,  and  would  repay 
it  were  it  in  mv  power;  but  you  need  nothing  I  can  give^ 
having  renounced  the  rank  to  which  you  were  bom,  and  made 
your  nest  on  the  ground,  where  the  storm  passes  over  you.  I 
rest  your  brother,  GmBfisrsiN." 

It  is  addressed  ''To  Count  Arnold  of  Geierstein,  called  Arnold 
Biederman."  A  postscript  requires  you  to  send  the  maiden  to 
the  court  of  the  Duke  of  Burg^dy.  This,  good  sir,  appears 
to  me  the  language  of  a  haughty  man,  divided  betwixt  the 
recollection  of  old  offence  and  recent  obligation.  The  speech 
of  his  messenger  was  that  of  a  malicious  vassal,  desirous  of 
venting  his  own  spite  under  pretence  of  doing  his  lord's 
errand.' 

'I  so  receive  both,'  replied  Arnold  Biederman. 


ANMB  OV  GXnBRnrEIN  61 

'And  do  you  intend/  oontinned  the  merchant^  'to  resign 
this  beautifal  and  interesting  creature  to  the  conduct  of  her 
father,  wilful  as  he  seems  to  be,  without  knowing  what  his 
condition  is,  or  what  his  power  of  protecting  her  t ' 

The  lAndamman  hastened  to  reply.  '^Hie  tie  which  unites 
the  parent  to  the  child  is  the  earliest  and  the  most  hallowed 
that  binds  the  human  race.  The  difficulty  of  her  travelling  in 
safety  has  hitherto  prevented  my  attempting  to  cany  my 
brother^s  instructions  into  execution.  But»  as  I  am  now  likely 
to  journey  in  person  towards  the  court  of  Charles,  I  have 
determined  that  Anne  shall  accompany  me;  and  as  I  will 
myself  converse  with  my  brother,  whom  I  have  not  seen  for 
many  years,  I  shall  leam  his  purpose  respecting  his  daughter, 
and  it  may  be  I  may  prevail  on  Albert  to  suffer  her  to  remain 
under  my  charge.  And  now,  sir,  having  told  you  of  my  family 
affidrs  at  some  greater  length  than  was  necessary,  I  must  crave 
your  attentioo,  as  a  wise  man,  to  what  farther  I  have  to  say. 
You  know  the  disposition  which  young  men  and  women  natur- 
ally have  to  talk,  jest»  and  sport  with  each  other,  out  of  which 
practice  arise  often  more  serious  attachments,  which  they  call 
loving  pofT  omown,  I  trust,  if  we  are  to  travel  together,  you 
will  so  school  your  young  man  as  to  make  him  aware  diat 
Anne  of  Geierstein  cannot,  with  propriety  on  her  part,  be  made 
the  object  of  his  thoughts  or  attentions.' 

The  merchant  coloured  with  resentment,  or  something  like 
it.  'I  asked  not  to  join  yomr  company,  sir  Landamman — it 
was  you  who  requested  mine,'  he  said ;  '  if  my  son  and  I  have 
since  become  in  any  respect  the  objects  of  your  suspicion,  we 
will  gladly  pursue  our  way  separately.' 

'  Nay,  be  not  angry,  worthy  guest,'  said  the  Tiaudamman ; 
'  we  Switsers  do  not  rashly  harlxmr  suspicions ;  and  that  we 
may  not  harbour  them,  we  speak  respecting  the  circumstances 
out  of  which  they  might  arise  more  plainly  than  is  the  wont  of 
more  civilised  countries.  When  I  proposed  to  you  to  be  my 
companion  on  the  journey,  to  speak  the  truth,  though  it  may 
displease  a  father's  ear,  I  regarded  your  son  as  a  soft,  fainir 
hearted  youth,  who  was,  as  yet  at  least,  too  timid  and  milky- 
blooded  to  attract  either  respect  or  r^jard  from  the  maidens. 
But  a  few  hours  have  presented  him  to  us  in  the  character  of 
such  a  one  as  is  sure  to  interest  them.  He  has  accomplished 
the  emprise  of  the  bow,  long  thought  unattainable,  and  with 
which  a  popular  report  connects  an  idle  prophecy.  He  has  wit 
to  make  verses,  and  knows  doubtless  how  to  recommend  himself 
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by  other  aooompliahments  which  bind  yonng  persons  to  each 

other,  though  they  are  lightly  esteemed  by  men  whose  beards 

are  mixed  with  grey,  like  yours,  friend  merchant^  and  mine 

own.    Now,  you  must  be  aware  that^  since  my  brother  broke 

terms  with  me  simply  for  preferring  the  freedom  of  a  Swiss 

citizen  to  the  tawdry  and  servile  condition  of  a  German  courtier, 

he  will  not  approve  of  any  one  looking  towards  his  daughter 

who  hath  not  the  advantage  of  noble  blood,  or  who  hath  what 

he  would  call  debased  himself  by  attention  to  merchandise,  to 

the  cultivation  of  land — in  a  word,  to  any  art  that  is  usefuL  f 

Should  your  son  love  Anne  of  Geierstein,  he  prepares  for  himself 

danger  and  disappointment.     And,  now  you  know  the  whole,  I  | 

ask  you — ^Do  we  travel  together  or  apartf ' 

'Even  as  ye  list,  my  worthy  host^'  said  Philipson,  in  an 
indifferent  tone;  'for  me,  I  can  but  say  that  such  an  attach- 
ment as  you  speak  of  would  be  as  contrary  to  my  wishes  as  to 
those  of  your  brother,  or  what  I  suppose  are  your  own.  Arthur 
Philipson  has  duties  to  perform  totallv  inconsistent  with  his 
playing  the  gentle  bachelor  to  any  maiden  in  Switeerland,  take 
Germany  to  booti  whether  of  high  or  low  degree.  He  is  an 
obedient  son,  besides — hath  never  seriously  disobeyed  my  com- 
mands, and  I  will  have  an  eye  upon  his  motions.' 

'Enough,  my  friend,'  said  the  Landamman;  'we  travel 
together,  then,  and  I  wiUingly  keep  my  original  purpose,  being 
both  pleased  and  instructed  by  your  discourse.' 

Then,  changing  the  conversation,  he  began  to  ask  whether 
his  acquaintance  thought  that  the  league  entered  into  by  the 
King  of  England  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  would  continue 
stable.  '  We  hear  much,'  continued  the  Swiss,  '  of  the  immense 
army  with  which  King  Edward  proposes  the  recoveiy  of  the 
English  dominions  in  France.' 

'I  am  weU  aware,'  said  PhiUpson,  'that  nothing  can  be  so 
popular  in  my  country  as  the  invasion  of  France,  and  the 
attempt  to  reconquer  Normandy,  Maine,  and  Gascony,  the 
ancient  appani^es  of  our  English  crown.  But  I  greatly  doubt 
whether  die  voluptuous  usurper  who  now  calls  himself  Idng 
will  be  graced  by  Heaven  with  success  in  such  an  adventure. 
This  fourth  Edward  is  brave  indeed,  and  has  gained  every 
battle  in  which  he  drew  his  sword,  and  they  have  been  many 
in  nmnber.  But  since  he  reached,  through  a  bloody  path,  to 
the  summit  of  his  ambition,  he  has  shown  himself  rather  a 
sensual  debauchee  than  a  valiant  knight ;  and  it  is  my  firm 
belief  that  not  even  the  chance  of  recovering  all  the  fur 
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dominions  which  were  lost  during  the  oiyil  warn  excited  by  his 
ambitious  house  will  tempt  him  to  exchange  the  soft  beds  of 
London,  with  sheets  of  sUk  and  pillows  of  down,  and  the  music 
of  a  dying  lute  to  lull  him  to  rest^  for  the  turf  of  France  and 
the  reveille  of  an  alarm  trumpet' 

*  It  is  the  better  for  us  should  it  prove  so,'  said  the  Landam- 
man;  ' for  if  England  and  Buxgundy  were  to  dismember  France^ 
as  in  our  father's  days  was  nearly  accomplished,  Duke  Charles 
would  then  have  leisure  to  exhauist  his  long-hoaided  vengeance 
against  our  confederacy.' 

As  they  conversed  thus,  they  attained  once  more  the  Jawn 
in  frtmt  of  Arnold  Biederman's  mansion,  where  the  contention 
of  the  young  men  had  given  place  to  the  dance  perfonned  by 
the  young  persons  of  both  sexes.  The  dance  was  led  by  Anne 
of  Geierstein  and  the  youthful  stranger;  which,  although  it 
was  the  most  natural  arrangement,  where  the  one  was  a  guest 
and  the  other  represented  the  mistress  of  the  lamfly,  occasioned 
the  I^mdamman's  exchanging  a  glance  with  the  elder  Philipeon, 
as  if  it  had  held  some  relation  to  the  suspicions  he  had  recently 
expressed. 

But  BO  soon  as  her  uncle  and  his  elder  guest  appeared, 
Anne  of  Geierstein  took  the  eariiest  opportunity  of  a  pause  to 
break  off  the  dance,  and  to  enter  into  conversation  with  her 
kinsman,  as  if  on  the  domestic  affiurs  under  her  attendance. 
Philipson  observed  that  his  host  listened  seriously  to  his 
mece's  communication;  and,  nodding  in  his  frank  manner, 
seemed  to  intimate  that  her  request  should  receive  a  favourable 


The  family  were  presently  afterwards  summoned  to  attend 
the  evening  meal,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  the  excellent  fish 
aflRnrded  by  the  neighbouring  streams  and  lakes.  A  large  cup, 
containing  what  was  called  the  tekk^Hnrnk,  or  sleeping  drink, 
then  went  round,  which  was  first  qmJTed  by  the  master  of  the 
household,  then  modestly  tasted  by  the  maiden,  next  pledged 
by  the  two  strangers,  and  finally  emptied  by  the  rest  of  the 
company.  Such  were  then  the  sober  manners  of  the  Swiss, 
afterwards  much  corrupted  by  tiieir  intercourse  with  more 
luxurious  r^ons.  The  guests  were  conducted  to  the  sleeping- 
apartments,  where  Philipeon  and  young  Arthur  occupied  the 
same  couch,  and  shortly  after  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the 
household  were  locked  in  sound  repose. 


CHAPTER  VI 

When  we  two  meet,  we  meet  like  nuhm^  torrentB ; 
Like  wming  windi^  like  flames  from  yanoiu  points, 
That  mate  Moh  other's  ftuy— there  is  non^t 
Of  elemental  strife,  were  fimids  to  guide  it, 
Can  matoh  the  wrath  of  man. 

Frenaud. 

Thb  elder  of  our  two  travellen,  though  a  strong  man  and 
familiar  with  fatigue^  slept  sounder  and  longer  thim  usual  on 
the  morning  whioh  was  now  beginning  to  dawn,  but  his  son 
Arthur  had  that  upon  his  mind  whic^  early  interrupted  his 
repose. 

The  encounter  with  the  bold  Switaer,  a  chosen  man  of  a 
renowned  race  of  warriors,  was  an  engagement  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  period  in  which  he  liTed,  was  not  to  be  delayed 
or  broken.  He  left  his  father's  side,  avoiding  as  much  as 
possible  the  risk  of  disturbing  him,  though  eyen  in  that  case 
the  droumstance  would  not  have  excited  any  attention,  as  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  rising  early,  in  order  to  znake  preparations 
for  the  day's  journey,  to  see  &at  the  guide  was  on  his  duty, 
and  that  the  mule  had  his  provender,  and  to  discharge  similar 
offices  whioh  might  otherwise  have  given  trouble  to  his  father. 
The  old  man,  however,  fatigued  widi  the  exertions  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  slept,  as  we  have  said,  more  soundly  than  his  wont) 
and  Arthur,  arming  himself  with  his  good  swoxd,  sallied  out  to 
the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Landamman's  dwelling,  amid  the  magic 
dawn  of  a  beautiful  harvest  morning  in  the  Swiss  mountains. 

The  sun  was  just  about  to  kiss  the  top  of  the  most  gigantic 
of  that  race  of  'ntans,  though  the  long  shadows  still  lay  on  the 
rough  grass,  which  crisped  under  the  young  man's  feet  with  a 
strong  intimation  of  frost  But  Arthur  looked  not  round  on 
the  landscape,  however  lovely,  which  lay  waiting  one  flash  from 
the  orb  of  day  to  start  into  brilliant  existence.  He  drew  the 
belt  of  his  trusty  sword  which  he  was  in  the  act  of  fastening 


ANNS  OF  GMEBSTEIN  65 

vrhen  he  left  the  house,  and  ere  he  had  seoored  the  buckle,  he 
was  many  paces  on  his  way  towards  the  place  where  he  was  to 
use  it. 

It  was  still  the  custom  of  that  military  period  to  regard  a 
summons  to  combat  as  a  sacred  engagement^  preferable  to  all 
others  which  could  be  formed;  and  stifling  whatever  inward 
feelings  of  reluctance  nature  might  oppose  to  the  dictates  of 
Cushion,  the  step  of  a  gallant  to  the  place  of  encounter  was 
required  to  be  as  free  and  ready  as  if  he  had  been  going  to  a 
bridaJ.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  alacrity  was  altogether 
real  on  the  part  of  Arthur  Philipson ;  but  if  it  were  otherwise, 
neither  his  look  nor  pace  betrayed  the  secret. 

Having  hastily  traversed  the  fields  and  groves  which 
separated  the  Landamman's  residence  from  the  old  castle  of 
Qeierstein,  he  entered  the  courtyard  from  the  side  where  the 
castle  overlooked  the  land ;  and  nearly  in  the  same  instant  his 
almost  gigantic  antagonist,  who  lookea  yet  more  tall  and  burly 
by  the  p^e  morning  light  than  he  had  seemed  the  preceding 
evening,  appeared  ascending  from  the  precarious  bridge  beside 
the  torrent,  having  reached  Geierstein  by  a  di£ferent  route  from 
that  pursued  by  the  Englishman. 

The  young  champion  of  Berne  had  hanging  along  his  back 
one  of  those  huge  two-handed  swords  the  blade  of  which 
measured  five  feet,  and  which  were  wielded  with  both  hands. 
These  were  almost  universally  used  by  the  Swiss ;  for,  besides 
the  impression  which  such  weapons  were  calculated  to  make 
upon  the  army  of  the  German  men-at-arms,  whose  armour  was 
impenetrable  to  lighter  swords,  they  were  also  well  calculated 
to  defend  mountain  passes,  where  the  great  bodily  strength 
and  agility  of  those  who  bore  them  enabled  the  combatants,  in 
spite  of  their  weight  and  length,  to  use  them  with  much 
address  and  effect.  One  of  these  gigantic  swords  hung  round 
Rudolph  Donnerhuffers  neck,  the  point  rattling,  against  his 
heel,  and  the  hand^  extending  itself  over  his  left  shoulder, 
considerably  above  his  head.  He  carried  another  in  his 
hand. 

'Thou  art  punctual,'  he  called  out  to  Arthur  Philipson,  in 
a  voice  which  was  distinctly  heard  above  the  roar  of  the 
waterfall,  which  it  seemed  to  rival  in  sullen  force.  'But  I 
judged  thou  wouldst  come  without  a  two-handed  sword.  There 
is  my  kinsman  Ernest's,'  he  said,  throwing  on  the  ground  the 
weapon  which  he  carried,  with  the  hilt  towards  the  young 
Englishman.     '  Look,  stranger,  that  thou  disgrace  it  not,  for 

XXIII  c 
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my  kinsmaa  will  never  foigive  me  if  thoa  dost.  Or  thoa 
mayst  liave  mine  if  thou  likest  it  better.' 

The  Englishman  looked  at  the  weapon  with  some  suzpriaey 
to  the  use  of  which  he  was  totally  nnaooustomed. 

'  The  challenger,'  he  said,  '  in  all  countries  where  honour  is 
known  accepts  the  arms  of  the  challenged.' 

'He  who  fights  on  a  Swiss  mountain  fights  with  a  Swiss 
brand,'  answer^L  Rudolph.  '  Think  you  our  hands  are  made 
to  handle  penkniyes  f ' 

'Nor  are  ours  made  to  wield  scythes,'  said  Arthur;  and 
muttered  betwixt  his  teeth,  as  he  looked  at  the  sword,  which 
the  Swiss  continued  to  offer  him — '  Unmn  non  habeo :  I  hare 
not  proved  the  weapon.' 

'Do  you  repent  the  bargain  you  have  made!'  said  the 
Swiss ;  '  if  80^  cry  craven,  and  return  in  safety.  Speak  plainly, 
instead  oi  prattling  Latin  like  a  derk  or  a  shaven  monk.' 

'  No^  proud  man,'  replied  the  Englishman,  '  I  ask  thee  no 
forbearance.  I  thought  but  of  a  combat  between  a  shepherd 
and  a  giant,  in  which  God  gave  the  victory  to  him  who  had 
worse  odds  of  weapons  than  feJls  to  my  lot  to-day.  I  wiU  fight 
as  I  stand :  my  own  good  sword  shall  serve  my  need  now,  as 
it  has  done  before.' 

'  Content  1  But  blame  not  me  who  offered  thee  equality  of 
weapons,'  said  the  mountaineer.  '  And  now  hear  me.  This  is 
a  fight  for  life  or  death ;  yon  waterfall  sounds  the  alarum  for 
our  conflict.  Tes,  old  bdlower,'he  oonttnued,  looking  back, 
'  it  is  long  since  thou  hast  heard  the  noise  of  battle.  And  look 
at  it  ere  we  begin,  stranger,  for,  if  you  fall,  I  will  commit  your 
body  to  its  waters.' 

'And  if  thou  fall'st^  proud  Swiss,'  answered  Arthur,  'as 
well  I  trust  thy  presumption  leads  to  destruction,  I  will  have 
thee  buried  in  tiie  church  at  Einsiedlen,  where  the  priests 
shall  sing  masses  for  thy  soul ;  thy  two-handed  sword  shall 
be  displayed  above  thy  grave,  and  a  scroll  shall  tell  the  pass- 
enger, "  Here  lies  a  bear's  cub  of  Berne,  slain  by  Arthur  the 
Englishman." ' 

'  The  stone  is  not  in  Switeerland,  rocky  as  it  is,'  said  Budolph, 
scornfully,  'that  shall  bear  that  inscription.  Prepare  thyself 
for  battle.' 

The  Englishman  oast  a  calm  and  deliberate  glance  around 
the  scene  of  action — a  courtyard,  partly  open,  partly  encum- 
bered with  ruins,  in  less  and  larger  masses. 

'Methinks,'  said  he  to  himself,  'a  master  of  his  weapon. 
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-with  the  instructions  of  Bottaferma  of  Florence  in  his  remem- 
brance, a  light  hearty  a  good  blade,  a  firm  hand,  and  a  just 
cause,  might  make  up  a  worse  odds  than  two  feet  of  steel.' 

Thinking  thus,  and  imprinting  on  his  mind,  as  much  as  the 
time  would  permit,  eyery  circumstance  of  the  locality  around 
him  which  promised  adyantage  in  the  combat,  and  taking  his 
station  in  the  middle  of  the  courtyard  where  the  ground  was 
entirely  dear,  he  flung  his  doak  from  him  and  drew  his 
Bword. 

Rudolph  had  at  first  believed  that  his  foreign  antagonist 
was  an  effeminate  youth,  who  would  be  swept  from  before 
him  at  the  first  flourish  of  his  tremendous  weapon.  But 
the  firm  and  watchful  attitude  assumed  by  the  young  man 
reminded  the  Swiss  of  the  deficiendes  of  his  own  unwieldy 
implement^  and  made  him  determine  to  avoid  any  precipitation 
which  might  give  advantage  to  an  enemy  who  seemed  both 
daring  and  vigilant.  He  unsheathed  his  huge  sword,  by  drawing 
it  over  the  left  shoulder — an  operation  which  required  some 
little  time,  and  might  have  ofiered  formidable  advantage  to  his 
antagonist,  had  Arthur's  sense  of  honour  permitted  him  to 
begin  the  attack  ere  it  was  completed.  The  Englishman  re- 
mained firm,  however,  until  the  Swiss,  displaying  his  bright 
brand  to  the  morning  sun,  made  three  or  four  flourishes  as  if 
to  prove  its  weight  and  the  facility  with  which  he  wielded  it» 
then  stood  firm  within  swordnstroke  of  his  adversary,  grasping 
his  weapon  with  both  hands,  and  advancing  it  a  little  before 
his  body,  with  the  blade  pointed  straight  upwards.  The 
ikiglishman,  on  the  contrary,  carried  his  sword  in  one  hand, 
holding  it  across  his  face  in  a  horizontal  position,  so  as  to  be 
at  once  ready  to  strike,  thrust,  or  parry. 

'Strike,  Englishman  I '  said  the  Switzer,  after  they  had  con- 
fronted each  other  in  this  manner  for  about  a  minute. 

'The  longest  sword  should  strike  first,'  said  Arthur;  and 
the  words  had  not  left  his  mouth  when  the  Swiss  sword  rose, 
and  descended  with  a  rapidity  which,  the  weight  and  size  of 
the  weapon  considered,  appeared  portentous.  No  parry,  how- 
ever dexterously  interposed,  could  have  baffled  the  ruinous 
descent  of  that  dreadful  weapon,  by  which  the  champion  of 
Berne  had  hoped  at  once  to  begin  the  battle  and  end  it.  But 
young  Philipson  had  not  over-estimated  the  justice  of  his  own  eye 
or  the  activity  of  his  limbs.  Ere  the  blade  descended,  a  sudden 
spring  to  one  side  carried  him  from  beneath  its  heavy  sway, 
and  before  the  Swiss  could  again  raise  his  sword  aloft,  he 
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received  a  wound,  though  a  slight  one,  upon  the  left  arm. 
Irritated  at  the  failure  and  at  the  wound,  tiie  Switeer  heaved 
up  his  sword  once  more,  and  availing  himself  of  a  strength 
corresponding  to  his  size,  he  discharged  towaids  his  adversaiy 
a  succession  of  blows,  downright,  athwart,  horisontal,  and  from 
left  to  rights  with  such  surprising  strength  and  velocity,  that  it 
required  all  the  address  of  the  young  Englishman,  by  parrying, 
shifting,  eluding,  or  retreating,  to  e^uie  a  storm  of  which  every 
individual  blow  seemed  sufficient  to  cleave  a  solid  rock.  The 
Englishman  was  compelled  to  give  ground,  now  backwards, 
now  swerving  to  the  one  side  or  the  other,  now  availing  himself 
of  the  fragments  of  the  ruins,  but  watching  all  the  while,  with 
the  utmost  composure,  the  moment  when  the  strength  of  his 
enraged  enemy  might  become  somewhat  exhausted,  or  when  by 
some  improvident  or  furious  blow  he  might  again  lay  himself 
open  to  a  close  attack.  The  latter  of  these  advantages  had 
nearly  occurred,  for,  in  the  middle  of  his  headlong  charge,  the 
Switzer  stumbled  over  a  lazge  stone  concealed  among  the  long 
grass,  and,  ere  he  could  recover  himself,  received  a  severe  blow 
across  the  head  from  his  antagonist.  It  lighted  upon  his 
bonnet^  the  lining  of  which  inclosed  a  small  steel  cap,  so  that 
he  escaped  unwounded,  and,  springing  up,  renewed  the  battle 
with  unabated  fury,  though  it  seemed  to  the  young  English- 
man with  breath  somewhat  shorty  and  blows  dealt  with  more 
caution. 

They  were  still  contending  with  equal  fortune,  when  a  stem 
voice,  rising  over  the  dash  of  swords,  as  well  as  the  roar  of 
waters,  called  out  in  a  commanding  tone,  'On  your  lives, 
forbear ! ' 

The  two  combatants  sunk  the  points  of  their  swords,  not 
very  sorry,  perhaps,  for  the  intenruption  of  a  strife  which  must 
otherwise  have  had  a  deadly  tennination.  They  looked  round, 
and  the  Landamman  stood  before  them,  with  anger  frowning 
on  his  broad  and  expressive  forehead. 

'How  now,  boys!'  he  said;  'are  you  guests  of  Arnold 
Biederman,  and  do  you  dishonour  his  house  by  acts  of  violence 
more  becoming  the  wolves  of  the  mountains  than  beings  to 
whom  the  great  Creator  has  given  a  form  after  His  own  like- 
ness, and  an  immortal  soul  to  be  saved  by  penance  and 
repentance  ?  * 

'  Arthur,'  said  the  elder  Philipson,  who  had  come  up  at  the 
same  time  with  their  host,  'what  frenzy  is  this?  Are  your 
duties  of  so  light  and  heedless  a  nature  as  to  give  time  and 
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place  for  quairels  and  oombata  with  every  idle  boor  who 
chances  to  be  boastful  at  once  and  bull-headed  f 

The  young  men,  whose  strife  had  ceased  at  the  entrance  of 
these  xmexpeoted  spectators,  stood  looking  at  each  other  and 
resting  on  their  swords. 

'Rudolph  Donnerhugel,'  said  the  Landamman,  'give  thy 
sword  to  me — ^to  me,  the  owner  of  this  ground,  the  master  of  this 
family,  and  magistrate  of  the  canton.' 

'And  which  is  more,'  answered  Rudolph,  submissiyely,  'to 
you  who  are  Arnold  Biederman,  at  whose  command  eyery 
native  of  these  mountains  draws  his  sword  or  sheathes  it' 

He  gave  his  two-handed  sword  to  the  Landamman. 

'Now,  by  my  honest  word,'  said  Biederman,  'it  is  the  same 
with  which  thy  father  Stephen  fought  so  gloriously  at  Sempach, 
abreast  with  the  famous  De  Winkelried !  Shame  it  is  that  it 
should  be  drawn  on  a  helpless  stranger.  And  you,  young  sir,' 
continued  the  Swiss,  addressing  Ar&mr,  while  his  father  said 
at  the  same  time,  'Toung  man,  yield  up  your  sword  to  the 

'It  shall  not  need,  sir,'  replied  the  young  Englishman, 
'  since,  for  my  part»  I  hold  our  strife  at  an  end.  Tlus  gallant 
gentleman  called  me  hither  on  a  trial,  as  I  conceive,  of  cour- 
age:  I  can  give  my  unqualified  testimony  to  his  gallantry  and 
swordmanship ;  and,  as  I  trust  he  will  say  nothing  to  the  shame 
of  my  manhood,  I  think  our  strife  has  lasted  long  enough  for 
the  purpose  which  gave  rise  to  it.' 

'  Too  long  for  me,'  said  Rudolph,  frankly :  '  the  green  sleeve 
of  my  doublet,  which  I  wore  of  that  colour  out  of  my  love  to 
the  Forest  Cantons,  is  now  stained  into  as  dirty  a  crimson  as 
could  have  been  done  by  any  dyer  in  Ypres  or  Ghent.  But  I 
heartily  forgive  the  brave  stranger  who  has  spoiled  my  jerkin, 
and  given  its  master  a  lesson  he  will  not  soon  forget.  Had  all 
Englishmen  been  like  your  guest^  worthy  kinsman,  methinks 
the  mound  at  Buttisholz  had  hardly  risen  so  high.' 

'  Cousin  Rudolph,'  said  the  Landamman,  smoothing  his  brow 
as  his  kinsman  spoke,  '  I  have  ever  thought  thee  as  generous 
as  thou  art  harebrained  and  quarrelsome ;  and  you,  my  young 
guesty  may  rely  that,  when  a  Swiss  says  the  quarrel  is  over, 
there  is  no  chfmce  of  its  being  renewed.  We  are  not  like  the 
men  of  the  valleys  to  the  eastward,  who  nurse  revenge  as  if  it 
were  a  favourite  child.  And  now  join  hands,  my  children,  and 
let  us  forget  this  foolish  feud.' 

'  Here  ia  my  hand,  brave  stranger,'  said  Donnerhugel ;  '  thou 
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hast  taught  me  a  triok  of  fenoe,  and  when  we  have  broken  our 
fast,  we  will,  by  your  leave,  to*the  forest^  where  I  will  teach 
you  a  triok  of  woodcraft  in  return.  When  your  foot  hath  half 
the  experience  of  your  hand,  and  your  eve  hath  gained  a  portion 
of  the  steadiness  of  your  heart,  you  will  not  find  many  hunters 
to  match  you.' 

Arthur,  with  all  the  ready  confidence  of  youth,  readily  em- 
braced a  proposition  so  frankly  made,  and  before  they  reached 
the  house  various  subjects  of  sport  were  eagerly  discussed 
between  them,  with  as  much  cordiality  as  if  no  distairbance  of 
their  concord  had  taken  place. 

'Now  this,'  said  the  Landamman,  'is  as  it  should  be.  I  am 
ever  ready  to  forgive  the  headlong  impetuosity  of  our  youth,  if 
they  will  be  but  manly  and  open  in  their  reconciliation,  and  bear 
their  heart  on  their  tongue,  as  a  true  Swiss  should.' 

'  These  two  youths  had  made  but  wild  work  of  it,  however,' 
said  Philipson,  'had  not  your  care,  my  worthy  host,  learned  cxf 
their  rendesvous,  and  called  me  to  assist  in  breaking  their 
purpose.  May  I  ask  how  it  came  to  your  knowledge  so 
opportunely  ? ' 

'  It  was  e'en  through  means  of  my  domestic  fairy,'  answered 
Arnold  Biederman,  '  who  seems  bom  for  the  good  luck  of  my 
family — I  mean  my  niece,  Anne,  who  had  observed  a  glove 
ezchimged  betwixt  the  two  young  braggadocios,  and  heard  them 
mention  Qeierstein  and  break  of  day.  0,  sir,  it  is  much  to  see 
a  woman's  sharpness  of  wit  1  It  would  have  been  long  enough 
ere  any  of  my  thick-headed  sons  had  shown  themsialves  so 
apprehensive.' 

'  I  think  I  see  our  propitious  protectress  peeping  at  us  from 
yonder  high  ground,'  said  Philipson;  'but  it  seems  as  if  she 
would  wilfingly  observe  us  without  being  seen  in  return.' 

'  Ay,'  said  the  Landamman,  '  she  has  been  looking  out  to  see 
that  there  has  been  no  hurt  done ;  and  now,  I  warrant  me,  the 
foolish  girl  is  ashamed  of  having  shown  such  a  laudable  degree 
of  interest  in  a  matter  of  the  kind.' 

'Methinks,'  said  the  Englishman,  'I  would  willingly  return 
my  thanks,  in  your  presence,  to  the  fair  maiden  to  whom  I 
have  been  so  highly  indebted.' 

'There  can  be  no  better  time  than  the  present,'  said  the 
Landamman;  and  he  sent  through  the  groves  the  maiden's 
name,  in  one  of  those  shrilly  accented  tones  which  we  have 
already  noticed. 

Anne  of  Geierstein,  as  Philipson  had  before  observed,  was 
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stationed  upon  a  knoll  at  some  di8tance»  and  concealed,  as  she 
tbouglit^  from  notice  by  a  screen  of  brushwood.  She  started 
at  her  uncle's  summons,  therefore,  but  presently  obeyed  it; 
and,  avoiding  the  young  men,  who  passisd  on  foremost,  she 
joined  the  Landamman  and  Philipson  by  a  circuitous  path 
through  the  woods. 

'  My  worthy  friend  and  guest  would  speak  with  you,  Anne,' 
said  the  TAudamman,  so  soon  as  the  morning  greeting  had  been 
exchanged.  The  Swiss  maiden  coloured  OTcr  brow  as  well  as 
cheek  when  Philipson,  with  a  grace  which  seemed  beyond  his 
calling,  addressed  her  in  these  words — 

'It  happens  sometimes  to  us  merchants,  my  fair  young 
friend,  that  we  are  unlucky  enough  not  to  possess  means  for 
the  mstant  defraying  oi  our  debts;  but  he  is  justly  held 
amongst  us  as  the  meanest  of  mankind  who  does  not  acknow- 
ledge them.  Accept,  therefore,  the  thanks  .of  a  father  whose 
son  your  courage,  onLy  yesterday,  saved  from  destruction,  and 
whom  your  prudence  has,  this  very  morning,  rescued  from  a 
great  danger.  And  grieve  me  not  by  refumig  to  wear  these 
ear-rings,'  he  added,  producing  a  small  jewel-case,  which  he 
opened  as  he  spoke;  'they  are^  it  is  true,  only  of  pearls, 
but  they  have  not  been  thought  unworthy  the  ears  of  a 
countesch ' 

'And  must^  therefore,'  said  the  old  Trfindamman,  'show  mis- 
placed on  the  person  of  a  Swiss  maiden  of  Unterwalden ;  for 
such  and  no  more  is  my  niece  Anne  while  she  resides  in  my 
solitude.  Methinks,  good  Master  Philipson,  you  display  less 
than  your  usual  judgment  in  matching  the  quality  of  your 
gifts  with  the  rank  of  her  on  whom  they  are  bestowed ;  as  a 
merchant^  too^  you  should  remember  that  laige  guerdons  will 
lighten  your  gains.' 

'Let  me  crave  your  pardon,  my  good  host,'  answered  the 
"Rngliahmfttij  <  while  I  reply,  that  at  least  I  have  consulted  my 
own  sense  of  the  obligation  under  which  I  labour,  and  have 
chosen,  out  of  what  I  have  at  my  free  disposal,  that  which  I 
thought  might  best  express  it  I  trust  the  host  whom  I  have 
found  hitherto  so  kind  will  not  prevent  this  young  maiden 
from  accepting  what  is  at  least  not  unbecoming  Uie  rank  she  is 
bom  to;  and  you  will  judge  me  unjustly  if  you  think  me 
capable  of  doing  either  mysdf  or  you  the  wrong  of  offering  any 
token  of  a  value  beyond  what  I  can  well  spare.' 

The  Tiandamman  took  the  jewel-case  into  his  own  hand. 

'I  have  ever  set  my  countenance,'  he  said,  'against  gaudy 
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gemsy  which  are  leadiug  us  daily  further  aatray  from  the  sim- 
plicity of  our  fathers  and  mothers.  And  yet^'  he  added,  with  a 
good-humoured  smile,  and  holding  one  of  the  ear-rings  close  to 
his  relation's  face,  *  the  ornaments  do  set  off  the  wench  rarely, 
and  they  say  girls  have  more  pleasure  in  wearing  such  toys 
than  grey-haired  men  can  comprehend ;  wherefore,  •dear  Anne, 
as  thou  hast  deserved  a  dearer  trust  in  a  greater  matter,  I 
refer  thee  entirely  to  thine  own  wisdom,  to  accept  of  our  good 
friend's  cosUy  present  and  wear  it  or  not  as  thou  thinkest  fit.' 

*  Since  such  is  your  pleasure,  my  best  friend  and  kinsman,' 
said  the  young  maiden,  blushiog  as  she  spoke,  *  I  will  not  give 
pain  to  our  valued  guest  by  refucong  what  he  desires  so  earnestly 
that  I  should  accept ;  but,  by  his  leave,  good  uncle,  and  yours, 
I  will  bestow  these  splendid  ear-rings  on  the  shrine  of  Our  Lady 
of  Einsiedlen,  to  express  our  general  gratitude  to  her  protecting 
favour,  which  has  been  around  us  in  the  terrors  of  yesterday's 
storm  and  the  alarms  of  this  momii^s  discord.' 

'  By  Our  Lady,  the  wench  speaks  sensibly  1 '  said  the  Land- 
amman;  'and  her  wisdom  has  applied  the  bounty  well,  my 
good  guest,  to  bespeak  prayers  for  thy  family  and  mine,  and 
for  the  general  peace  of  Unterwalden.  Go  to,  Anne,  thou  shalt 
have  a  necklace  of  jet  at  next  shearing-feast,  if  our  fleeces  bear 
any  price  in  the  market.' 


CHAPTER  VII 

Let  him  who  will  not  proffer'd  peace  reoeiTe 
Be  sated  with  the  pbigoee  wMch  war  oan  give ; 
And  well  thy  hatred  of  the  peace  is  known, 
If  now  thy  aool  ngeot  the  ftiendahip  shown. 

Hoole's  Teuso. 

The  oonfidenoe  betwixt  the  Tiandaninfian  and  the  English  mer- 
chant appeared  to  inorease  during  the  course  of  a  few  busy  days, 
which  occurred  before  that  appointed  for  the  commencement  of 
their  journey  to  the  C9urt  of  Charles  of  Burgundy.  The  state 
of  Europe,  and  of  the  Helvetian  Confederacy,  has  been  already 
alluded  to ;  but,  for  the  distinct  explanation  of  our  story,  may 
be  bere  briefly  recapitulated. 

In  the  interval  of  a  week,  whilst  the  English  travellers 
remained  at  Qeierstein,  meetings  or  diets  were  held,  as  well  of 
the  City  Cantons  of  the  Confederacy  as  of  those  of  the  Forest 
The  former,  aggrieved  by  the  taxes  imposed  on  their  commerce 
by  the  Duke  df  Burgundy,  rendei^  yet  more  intolerable  by 
the  violence  of  the  agents  whom  he  employed  in  such  oppres- 
sion, were  eager  for  war,  in  whicb  they  had  hitherto  uniformly 
found  victory  and  wealth.  Many  of  them  were  also  privately 
instigated  to  arms  by  tbe  largesses  of  Louis  XL,  who  spared 
neither  intrigues  nor  gold  to  effect  a  breach  betwixt  these 
dauntless  confederates  and  his  formidable  enemy,  Charles  the 
Bold. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  were  many  reasons  which  appeared 
to  render  it  impolitic  for  the  Switzers  to  engage  in  war  with 
one  of  the  most  wealthy,  most  obstinate,  and  most  powerful 
princes  in  Europe — for  such  unquestionably  was  Charles  of 
Burgundy — without  the  existence  of  some  strong  reason  affect- 
ing their  own  honour  and  independence.  Every  day  brought 
hwh.  intelligence  from  the  interior,  that  Edwud  the  Fourth 
of  England  had  entered  into  a  strict  and  intimate  alliance, 
offensive  and  defensive,  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  that 
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it  wajB  the  purpose  of  the  English  king,  renowned  for  his 
numerous  viotories  oTer  the  riTal  house  of  Lancaster,  by  which, 
after  various  reverses,  he  had  obtained  undisputed  possession 
of  the  throne^  to  reassert  his  claims  to  those  provinces  of 
France  so  long  held  by  his  ancestors.  It  seemed  as  if  this 
alone  were  wanting  to  his  &me,  and  that,  having  subdued  his 
internal  enemies,  he  now  turned  his  eyes  to  the  regaining  of 
those  rich  and  valuable  foreign  possessions  which  had  been  lost 
during  the  administration  of  the  feeble  Henry  VI.  and  the  civil 
discords  so  dreadfully  prosecuted  in  the  wars  of  the  White  and 
Bed  Boses.  It  was  universally  known  that^  throughout  England 
generally,  the  loss  of  the  French  provinces  was  felt  as  a 
national  degradation ;  and  that  not  only  the  nobility,  who  had 
in  consequence  been  deprived  of  the  large  fiefs  whidi  they  had 
held  in  Normandy,  Qasoony,  Maine,  and  Anjou,  but  the  war- 
like gentry,  accustomed  to  gain  both  fame  and  wealth  at  the 
expense  c^  France,  and  the  fiery  yecnnanry,  whose  bows  had 
decided  so  many  fatal  battles,  were  as  eager  to  renew  the  conr 
flict  as  their  ancestors  of  Cressy,  Poitiecs,  and  Agincourt  had 
been  to  follow  their  sovereign  to  the  fields  of  victoiy,  on  which 
their  deeds  had  conferred  deathless  renown. 

The  latest  and  most  authentic  intelligence  bore^  that  the 
King  €i  England  was  on  the  point  of  passing  to  France  in 
person  (an  invasion  rendered  easy  by  his  possession  of  Calais), 
with  an  army  superior  in  numbers  and  discipline  to  any  with 
which  an  English  monarch  had  ever  before  entered  that  king- 
dom ;  that  all  the  hostile  preparations  were  completed,  and 
that  the  arrival  of  Edward  might  instantly  be  expected ;  whilst 
the  powerful  co-operation  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  the 
assistance  of  numerous  disaffected  French  noblemen  in  the 
provinces  which  had  been  so  long  under  the  English  dominion, 
threatened  a  fearful  issue  of  the  war  to  Louis  XI.,  sagacious, 
wise,  and  powerful  as  that  prince  unquestionably  was. 

It  would  no  doubt  have  been  the  wisest  policy  of  Charles  of 
Burgundy,  when  thus  engaging  in  an  alliance  against  his  most 
formidable  neighbour,  and  hereditary  as  well  as  personal 
enemy,  to  have  avoided  all  cause  of  quarrel  with  the  Helvetian 
Confederacy,  a  poor  but  most  warlike  people,  who  already  had 
been  taught  by  repeated  successes  to  feel  that  their  hardy 
infantry  could,  if  necessary,  engage  on  terms  of  equality,  or 
even  of  advantage,  the  flower  of  that  chivalry  which  had 
hitherto  been  considered  as  forming  the  strength  of  European 
battle.      But  the  measures  of  Charles,  whom  fortune  had 
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opposed  to  the  most  astueiouB  and  politic  monarch  of  his  tune, 
urere  always  dictated  by  passionate  feeling  and  impulse,  rather 
than  by  a  judicious  consideration  of  the  drcumstanoes  in  which 
he  stood.  Haughty,  proud,  and  unoompnxnising,  though 
neither  destitute  of  honour  nor  generosity,  he  despised  and 
hated  what  he  termed  the  paltiy  associations  of  herdsmen  and 
shepherds,  united  with  a  few  towns  which  subsisted  chiefly  by 
commerce ;  and  instead  of  courting  the  Hdyetian  cantons,  like 
his  Giafty  enemy,  or  at  least  affording  them  no  ostensible  pre- 
tence of  quarrel,  he  omitted  no  opportunity  of  showing  the 
disregard  and  contempt  in  which  he  held  their  upstart  conse- 
quence^ and  of  evincing  the  secret  longing  which  he  entertained 
to  take  Tcngeance  upon  them  for  the  quantity  of  noble  blood 
which  they  had  shed,  and  to  compensate  the  repeated  suceesses 
they  had  gained  oyer  the  feudal  lords,  of  whom  he  imagined 
himself  the  destined  avenger. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy's  possessions  in  the  Alsatian  terri- 
tory aflfoided  him  many  opportunitiee  for  wreaking  his  dis- 
pleasure upon  the  Swiss  Lec^e.  The  little  castle  and  town  of 
Ferette,  lying  within  ten  or  eleren  miles  of  BAle,  seryed  as  a 
thoroughfare  to  the  traffic  of  Beme  and  Soleure^  the  two 
principal  towns  of  the  confederation.  In  this  place  the  Duke 
posted  a  goyemor,  or  seneschal,  who  was  also  an  administrator 
of  the  revenue,  and  seemed  bom  on  purpose  to  be  the  plague 
and  scourge  of  lus  republican  neighbours. 

Archibald  von  Hagenbach  was  a  German  noble,  whose  pos- 
sessions lay  in  Swabia,  and  was  universally  esteemed  one  oi  the 
fiercest  and  most  lawless  of  that  frontier  nobility  known  by 
the  name  of  robber-knights  and  robbercounts.  These  digni- 
taries, because  they  held  their  fiefs  of  the  Holy  Boman  Empire^ 
claimed  as  complete  sovereignty  within  their  territories  of  a 
mile  square  as  any  reigning  prince  of  Grermany  in  his  more 
extended  dominions.  They  levied  tolls  and  taxes  on  strangers, 
and  imprisoned,  tried,  and  executed  those  who^  as  they  alleged, 
had  committed  offences  within  their  petty  domains.  Bat 
espedaUy,  and  in  further  exercise  of  their  seignorial  privileges, 
they  made  war  on  each  other,  and  on  the  free  cities  of  the 
Empire,  attacking  and  plundering  without  mercy  the  caravans, 
or  huge  trains  of  waggons,  by  which  the  internal  commerce  of 
Gennany  was  carried  on. 

A  succession  of  injuries  done  and  received  by  Archibald  of 
Hagenbach,  who  had  been  one  of  the  fiercest  sticklers  for  this 
privilege  of  fautirtckt  or  club-law,  as  it  may  be  termed,  had 
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ended  in  his  being  obliged,  though  somewhat  adTanced  in  life, 
to  leave  a  country  where  his  tenure  of  existenoe  was  become 
extremely  precarious,  and  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  who  willingly  employed  him,  as  he  was  a  man  of 
high  descent  and  proved  valour,  and  not  the  less,  perhaps,  that 
he  was  sure  to  find,  in  a  man  of  Hagenbach's  fierce,  rapacious, 
and  haughty  disposition,  the  unscrupulous  executioner  of  what^ 
soever  severities  it  might  be  his  master's  pleasure  to  enjoin. 

The  traders  of  Berne  and  Soleure,  accordingly,  made  loud 
and  violent  complaints  of  Hagenbach's  exactions.  The  imposi- 
tions laid  on  commodities  which  passed  through  his  district  of 
La  Ferette,  to  whatever  place  they  might  be  ultimately  bound, 
were  arbitrarily  increased,  and  the  merchants  and  traders  who 
hesitated  to  make  instant  payment  of  what  was  demanded  were 
exposed  to  imprisonitient  and  personal  punishment.  The  com- 
mercial towns  of  Qermany  appealed  to  the  Duke  against  this 
iniquitous  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  governor  of  La  Ferette, 
and  requested  of  his  Grace's  goodness  that  he  would  withdraw 
Yon  Hagenbach  from  their  neighbourhood;  but  the  Duke 
treated  their  complaints  with  contempt.  The  Swiss  League 
carried  their  remonstrances  higher,  and  required  that  justice 
should  be  d<me  on  the  governor  of  La  Ferette,  as  having 
ofiended  against  £he  law  of  nations;  but  they  were  equally 
unable  to  attract  attention  or  obtain  redress. 

At  length  the  Diet  of  the  Confederation  determined  to  send 
the  solenm  deputation  which  has  been  repeatedly  mentioned. 
One  or  two  of  these  envoys  joined  with  the  calm  and  prudent 
Arnold  Biederman  in  the  hope  that  so  solemn  a  measure  might 
open  the  eyes  of  the  Duke  to  the  wicked  injustice  of  his  repre- 
sentative ;  others  among  the  deputies,  having  no  such  peaceful 
views,  were  determined,  by  this  resolute  remonstrance,  to  pave 
the  way  for  hostilities. 

Arnold  Biederman  was  an  especial  advocate  for  peace,  while 
its  preservation  was  compatible  with  national  independence  and 
the  honour  of  the  Confederacy ;  but  the  younger  Philipeon  soon 
discovered  that  the  Trfindamman  alone,  of  all  his  family,  cherished 
these  moderate  views.  The  opinion  of  his  sons  had  been  swayed 
and  seduced  by  the  impetuous  eloquence  and  overbearing  in- 
fluence of  Rudolph  of  Donnerhugel,  who,  by  some  feats  of 
peculiar  gallantry,  and  the  consideration  due  to  the  merit  of 
his  ancestors,  had  acquired  an  influence  in  the  councils  of  his 
native  canton,  and  with  the  youth  of  the  League  in  general, 
beyond  what  was  usually  yielded  by  these  wise  republicans  to 
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men  of  Iub  early  age.  Arthur,  who  was  now  an  aooeptable  and 
welcome  companion  oi  all  their  hunting-parties  and  other 
sports,  heard  nothing  among  the  young  men  but  anticipations 
of  war,  rendered  del^htful  by  the  hopes  of  booty  and  of  distinc- 
tion which  were  to  be  obtained  by  die  Switzers.  The  feats  of 
their  ancestors  against  the  Gennans  had  been  so  wonderful  as 
to  realise  the  fabulous  victories  of  romance;  and  while  the 
present  race  possessed  the  same  hardy  limbs,  and  the  same 
inflexible  courage,  they  eagerly  anticipated  the  same  distin- 
guished success.  When  the  goyemor  of  La  Ferette  was  men- 
tioned in  the  conTersadon,  he  was  usually  spoken  of  as  the 
bandog  of  Burgundy,  or  the  Alsatian  mastiff;  and  intimations 
were  openly  giyen  that,  if  his  course  were  not  instantly  checked 
by  his  master,  and  he  himself  withdrawn  from  the  frontiers  of 
Switoerland,  Archibald  of  Hagenbach  would  find  his  fortress 
no  protection  from  the  awakeooed  indignation  of  the  wronged 
inhabitants  of  Soleure,  and  particularly  of  those  of  Berne. 

This  general  disposition  to  war  among  the  young  Switsers 
was  reported  to  the  elder  Philipson  by  his  son,  and  led  him  at 
one  time  to  hesitate  whether  he  ought  not  ratiier  to  resume  all 
tbe  inconveniences  and  dangers  of  a  journey  accompanied  only 
by  Arthur  than  run  the  risk  of  the  quarrels  in  whidi  he  might 
be  involved  by  the  unruly  conduct  of  these  fierce  mountain 
youths,  after  they  should  have  left  their  own  frontiers.  Such 
an  event  would  have  had,  in  a  peculiar  degree^  the  effect  of 
destroying  every  purpose  of  his  journey;  but,  respected  as 
Arnold  Biederman  was  by  his  family  and  countrymen,  the 
English  merchant  concluded,  upon  the  whole^  that  his  influence 
would  be  able  to  restrain  his  companions  until  the  great  ques- 
tion of  peace  or  war  should  be  determined,  and  eqpedally  until 
they  should  have  discharged  their  commission  by  obtaining  an 
audience  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ;  and  after  this  he  should 
be  separated  from  their  society,  and  not  liable  to  be  engaged  in 
any  responsibility  for  their  ulterior  measures. 

After  a  delay  of  about  ten  days,  the  deputation  commis- 
sioned  to  remonstrate  with  the  Duke  on  the  aggressions  and 
ezaetions  of  Archibald  of  Hagenbach  at  length  assembled  at 
Oeierstein,  from  whence  the  members  were  to  journey  forth 
together.  They  were  three  in  number,  besides  the  young 
Bernese  and  the  Landamman  of  Unterwalden.  One  was,  like 
Arnold,  a  proprietor  from  the  Forest  Cantcms,  wearing  a  dress 
scarcely  handsomer  than  that  of  a  common  herdsman,  but  dis- 
tinguished by  the  beauty  and  size  of  his  long  silvery  beard. 
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His  name  was  Nioholas  Bonstetten.  Melcluor  Staimthal, 
banneivbearer  of  Berne,  a  man  of  middle  s^e,  and  a  soldier  of 
distingoished  courage,  vith  Adam  Zimmerman,  a  burgess  of 
Soleure,  who  was  oonsiderably  older,  completed  the  number  of 
the  envoys. 

Each  was  dressed  after  his  best  fashion ;  but,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  sereie  eye  of  Arnold  Kederman  censured  one  or 
two  silver  belt-buckles,  as  well  as  a  chain  of  the  same  metal, 
which  decorated  the  portly  person  of  the  burgess  of  Soleure,  it 
seemed  that  a  powerful  and  victorious  people,  for  such  the 
Swiss  were  now  to  be  esteemed,  were  never  represented  by  an 
embassy  of  such  patriarchal  simplicity.  The  deputies  travelled 
on  foot)  with  their  piked  staves  in  their  hands,  like  pilgrims 
bound  for  some  place  of  devotion.  Two  mules,  which  bore 
their  little  stock  of  baggage,  were  led  by  young  lads,  sons  or 
cousins  of  members  of  the  embassy,  who  had  obtained  permis- 
sion in  this  manner  to  get  such  a  glance  of  the  world  beyond 
the  mountains  as  this  journey  promised  to  a£ft>rd. 

But  althotigh  their  retinue  was  small,  so  far  as  respected 
either  state  or  personal  attendance  and  accommodation,  the 
dangerous  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  the  very  unsettled 
state  of  the  country  beyond  their  own  territories,  did  not  per- 
mit men  charged  with  affiurs  of  such  importance  to  travel 
without  a  guard.  Even  the  danger  arising  from  the  wolves, 
which,  when  pinched  by  the  approach  of  winter,  have  been 
known  to  descend  from  their  mountain  fastnesses  into  open 
vOlages,  such  as  those  the  travellers  might  choose  to  quarter 
in,  rendered  the  presence  of  some  escort  necessary;  and  the 
bands  of  deserters  from  various  services,  who  formed  parties  of 
banditti  on  the  frontiers  of  Alsatia  and  Germany,  combined  to 
recommend  such  a  precaution. 

Accordingly,  about  twenty  of  the  selected  youth  from  the 
various  Swiss  cantons,  including  Rudiger,  Ernest^  and  Sigis- 
mond,  Arnold's  three  eldest  sons,  attended  upon  the  deputa- 
tion; they  did  not^  however,  observe  any  military  order,  or 
march  dose  or  near  to  the  patriarchal  train.  On  the  contrary, 
they  formed  hunting-parties  of  five  or  six  together,  who  ex- 
plored the  rocks,  woods,  and  passes  of  the  mountains  through 
which  the  envoys  journeyed.  Their  slower  pace  allowed  the 
active  young  men,  who  were  accompanied  by  their  lai^  shaggy 
dogs,  ftdl  time  to  destroy  wolves  and  bears,  or  occasionally  to 
surprise  a  chamois  among  the  difis ;  while  the  hunters,  even 
while  in  pursuit  of  their  sport,  were  careful  to  examine  such 
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places  as  might  a£ford  opportanity  for  ambushy  and  thus  ascer- 
tained the  safety  of  the  party  vrhom  they  escorted  more  securely 
than  if  they  had  attended  close  on  weir  train.  A  peculiar 
note  on  the  huge  Swiss  bugle,  before  described,  formed  of  the 
horn  of  the  mountain  bull,  was  the  signal  agreed  upon  for 
collecting  in  a  body  should  danger  occur.  Budolph  Donner- 
hugel,  so  much  younger  than  his  l^thren  in  the  same  important 
commission,  took  the  command  of  this  mountain  body-guard, 
whom  he  usually  accompanied  in  their  sportive  excursions.  In 
point  of  arms,  they  were  well  provided,  bearing  two-handed 
swords,  long  partisans  and  spears,  as  well  as  both  cross  and 
long  bows,  flhort  cutlasses,  and  huntsmen's  knives.  The  heavier 
weapons,  as  impeding  their  activity,  were  cairied  with  the  bag- 
gage, but  were  ready  to  be  assumed  on  the  slightest  alarm. 

Arthur  Philipeon,  like  his  late  antagonist,  naturally  preferred 
the  company  and  sports  of  the  younger  men  to  the  grave 
conversation  and  alow  pace  of  the  fathers  of  the  mountain 
commonwealth.  There  was,  however,  one  temptation  to  loiter 
with  the  baggage,  which,  had  other  circumstances  permitted, 
might  have  reconciled  tiie  young  Englishman  to  forego  the 
opportunities  of  sport  which  the  Swiss  youth  so  eagerly  sotight 
after,  and  endure  the  slow  pace  and  grave  conversation  of  the 
elders  of  the  party.  In  a  word,  Anne  of  Geierstein,  accom- 
panied by  a  Swiss  girl,  her  attendant,  travelled  in  the  rear  of 
the  deputation. 

The  two  females  were  mounted  upon  asses,  whose  slow  step 
hardly  kept  pace  with  the  baggage  mules ;  and  it  may  be  fairly 
suspected  that  Arthur  Philipeon^  in  requital  of  the  important 
services  which  he  had  received  from  that  beautiful  and  interest- 
ing young  woman,  would  have  deemed  it  no  extreme  hardship 
to  have  alforded  her  occasionally  his  assistance  on  the  journey, 
and  the  advantage  of  his  conversation  to  relieve  the  tediousness 
of  the  way.  But  he  dared  not  presume  to  offer  attentions 
which  the  customs  of  the  country  did  not  seem  to  permit, 
since  they  were  not  attempted  by  any  of  the  maiden's  coudns, 
or  even  by  Budolph  Dcmnerhugel,  who  certainly  had  hitherto 
appeared  to  neglect  no  opportuniiy  to  recommend  himself  to 
his  fair  cousin.  Besides,  Arthur  had  reflection  enough  to  be 
convinced  that,  in  yielding  to  the  feelings  which  impelled  him 
to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  this  amiable  young  person,  he 
would  certainly  incur  the  serious  displeasure  of  his  father,  and 
probably  also  that  of  her  uncle,  by  whose  hospitality  they  had 
profited,  and  whose  safe-conduct  they  were  in  the  act  of  enjoying. 
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The  young  EngliwhTnan,  therefore,  purBued  the  same  amiue- 
ments  which  interested  Uie  other  young  men  of  the  party, 
managing  only,  as  frequently  as  their  halts  permitted,  to 
venture  upon  offering  to  the  nudden  such  marks  of  courtesy  as 
could  afford  no  room  for  remark  or  censure.  And  his  character 
as  a  sportsman  being  now  well  established,  he  sometimes  per- 
mitted himself,  even  when  the  game  was  aloot,  to  loiter  in  the 
Ticinity  of  the  path  on  which  he  could  at  least  mark  the  flutter 
of  the  grey  wimple  of  Anne  of  Geierstein,  and  the  outline  of 
the  form  which  it  shrouded.  This  indolence,  as  it  seemed,  was 
not  unfaTouzably  construed  by  his  companions,  being  only 
accounted  an  indifference  to  the  less  noble  or  less  dangerous 
game ;  for  when  the  object  was  a  bear,  wol^  or  other  animal 
of  proy,  no  spear,  cutlass,  or  bow  of  the  party,  not  eyen  those 
of  Kuaolph  Donnerhugel,  were  so  prompt  in  ike  chase  as  those 
of  the  young  Englishman. 

Meantime,  the  elder  Philipeon  had  other  and  more  serious 
subjects  of  consideration.  He  was  a  man,  as  the  reader  must 
haye  already  seen,  of  much  acquaintance  with  the  world,  in 
which  he  had  acted  parts  different  from  that  which  he  now 
sustained.  Former  feelings  were  recalled  and  awakened  by 
the  yiew  of  sports  familiar  to  his  early  years.  The  clamour  <^ 
the  hounds,  echoing  from  the  wild  hills  and  dark  forests  through 
which  they  trayelled ;  the  sight  of  the  gallant  young  hunts- 
men, appearing,  as  they  brought  the  object  of  their  chase  to 
bay,  amid  airy  difb  and  profound  precipices,  which  seemed 
impervious  to  the  human  foot ;  the  soundis  of  halloo  and  horn 
reverberating  from  hill  to  hill,  had  more  than  once  wellnigh 
impelled  him  to  take  a  share  in  the  hazardous  but  animating 
amusement^  which,  next  to  war,  was  then  in  most  parts  of 
Europe  the  most  serious  occupation  of  life.  But  the  feeling 
was  transient)  and  he  became  yet  more  deeply  interested  in 
studying  the  manners  and  opinions  of  the  persons  with  whom 
he  was  travelling. 

They  seemed  to  be  all  coloured  with  the  same  downright 
and  blunt  simplicity  which  characterised  Arnold  Biederman, 
although  it  was  in  none  of  them  elevated  by  the  same  dignity 
of  thought  or  profound  sagacity.  In  speaking  of  the  political 
state  of  their  countiy,  they  affected  no  secrecy ;  and  although, 
with  the  exception  of  Rudolph,  their  own  young  men  were  not 
admitted  into  their  councils,  the  exclusion  seemed  only  adopted 
with  a  view  to  the  necessary  subordination  of  youth  to  age, 
and  not  for  the  purpose  of  observing  any  mystery.    In  tiie 
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preeenoe  of  the  elder  PhOipeon,  thej  freely  diecuflsed  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  means  vhich  their 
oountiy  possessed  of  maintaining  her  independence,  and  the 
finn  resolution  of  the  Helvetian  League  to  bid  defiance  to  the 
utmost  force  the  world  could  bring  against  it^  rather  than 
submit  to  the  slightest  insult.  In  other  respects,  their  yiews 
appeared  wise  and  moderate,  although,  both  the  banneret  of 
Berne  and  the  consequential  buigher  of  Soleure  seemed  to 
hold  the  consequences  of  war  more  lightly  than  they  were 
yiewed  by  the  cautious  TAnHfLTttma^n  of  Unterwalden  and  his 
Tenerable  companion,  Nicholas  Bonstotten,  who  subscribed  to 
all  his  opinions. 

It  frequently  happened  that,  quitting  these  subjects,  the 
conversation  turned  on 'such  as  were  lees  attractive  to  their 
fellow-traveller.  The  signs  of  the  weather,  the  comparative 
fertility  of  recent  seasons,  the  most  advantageous  mode  of 
managing  their  orohazds  and  rearing  their  crops,  though  in- 
teresting to  the  mountaineers  themselves,  gave  Philipson  slender 
amusement;  and  notwithstanding  that  l£e  excellent  Meinherr 
Zimmerman  of  Soleure  would  fain  have  joined  with  him  in 
conversation  respecting  trade  and  merchandise,  yet  the  English- 
man, who  dealt  in  articles  of  small  bulk  and  considerable  valuer 
and  traversed  sea  and  land  to  carry  on  his  traffic,  could  find 
few  mutual  topics  to  discuss  with  the  Swiss  trader,  whose 
oommeroe  only  extended  into  the  neighbouring  districts  of 
Burgundy  and  Germany,  and  whose  goods  consisted  of  coarse 
woollen  doths,  fustian,  hides,  peltry,  and  such  ordinary  articles. 

But)  ever  and  anon,  while  the  Switsers  were  discussing 
some  paltry  interests  oi  trade,  or  describing  some  process  <2 
rude  cultivation,  or  speaking  of  blights  in  grain,  and  the 
murrain  amongst  catde,  with  all  the  dull  minuteness  of  petty 
farmers  and  traders  met  at  a  country  fair,  a  well-known  spot 
would  recall  the  name  and  story  of  a  battle  in  which  some  of 
them  had  served  (for  there  were  none  of  the  party  who  had 
not  been  repeatedly  in  arms),  and  the  military  detaUs,  which 
in  other  countries  were  only  iLe  theme  of  knights  and  squires 
who  bad  acted  their  part  in  them,  or  of  learned  clerks  who 
laboured  to  record  them,  were,  in  this  singular  region,  the 
familiar  and  intimate  subjects  of  discussion  with  men  whose 
peaceful  occupations  seemed  to  place  them  at  an  immeasurable 
distance  from  the  profession  of  a  soldier.  This  led  the  English- 
man to  think  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Rome,  where  the 
plough  was  so  readily  exchanged  for  the  sword,  and  the  culti- 
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yatlon  of  a  mde  ium  for  the  management  of  pablio  a&in. 
He  hinted  this  rasemblanoe  to  the  Tandamman,  who  was 
natorallj  gratified  with  the  oompliment  to  his  covmtry,  bat 
presently  replied—**  May  Heaven  eontinae  among  ns  the  home- 
fared  virtues  of  the  Romanii,  and  preserve  us  from  their  lust  of 
eonquest  and  love  of  foreign  luzunes  I' 

The  slow  pace  of  the  traveUersi  with  various  causes  of  dalaj 
which  it  is  unneoeesary  to  dwell  upon,  occasioned  the  deputa- 
tion spending  two  nights  on  the  road  before  they  reached  BAle. 
The  nnall  towns  or  villages  in  which  they  quartered  received 
them  with  such  marks  of  respectful  hospitality  as  they  had  the 
means  to  bestow,  and  their  arrival  was  a  signal  for  a  little  feast, 
with  which  the  heads  of  the  community  uniformly  regaled 
them. 

On  such  occasions,  while  the  elders  of  the  village  enters 
tained  the  deputies  of  the  Confederation,  the  young  men  d  the 
escort  were  provided  for  bv  those  of  their  own  age,  several  of 
whom,  usually  aware  of  uieir  approach,  were  accustomed  to 
join  in  the  oluwe  of  the  day,  and  made  the  strangers  acquainted 
with  the  spots  where  game  was  most  plenty. 

These  feasts  were  never  prolonged  to  excess,  and  the  most 
spedal  dainties  which  composed  them  were  kids,  lambs,  and 
game^  the  produce  of  the  mountains.  Tet  it  seemed  both  to 
Arthur  PhOipeon  and  his  father  that  the  advantages  of  good 
cheer  were  more  prised  by  the  banneret  of  Berne  and  the 
burgees  of  Soleure  than  l^  their  host  the  TAndamman  and 
the  deputy  of  Schwyts.  There  was  no  excess  oommitted,  as  we 
have  already  said ;  but  the  deputies  first  mentioned  obviously 
undentood  the  art  of  selecting  the  choicest  monels,  and  were 
connoisseuTB  in  the  good  wine,  chiefly  of  fdreign  growth,  with 
which  they  freely  washed  it  down.  Arnold  was  too  wise  to 
censure  what  he  had  no  means  of  amending:  he  contented 
himself  by  observing  in  his  own  person  a  rigorous  diet,  living 
indeed  almost  entirely  upon  vegetables  and  £^  water,  in  which 
he  was  closely  imitated  by  &e  old  grey-bearded  Nicholas 
Bonstetten,  who  seemed  to  make  it  &  principal  object  to 
follow  the  Landamman's  example  in  everytlung. 

It  was,  as  we  have  already  said,  the  thini  day  after  the 
commencement  of  their  journey  before  the  Swiss  deputation 
reached  tiie  vidnitv  of  B&le^  in  which  oily,  then  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  soutn-westem  extremity  of  Qermany,  they  pro- 
poMd  taking  up  their  abode  for  the  evening,  nothing  doubting 
a  friendly  reception.    The  town,  it  is  true,  was  not  then,  nor 
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tiU  about  thirty  years  afterwards,  a  part  of  the  Swiss  Con- 
federation, to  which  it  was  only  joined  in  1501 ;  bnt  it  was  a 
Free  Imperial  City,  connected  with  Berne,  Soleure,  Lnceme, 
and  other  towns  of  Switzerland,  by  mutual  interests  and 
constant  intercourse.  It  was  the  object  of  the  deputation  to 
n^;otiate,  if  possible,  a  peace,  which  could  not  be  more  useful 
to  themselYes  than  to  the  city  of  B&le,  considering  the  inters 
ruptions  of  commerce  which  must  be  occasioned  by  a  rupture 
between  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  cantons,  and  the 
great  adTsntage  which  that  city  would  derive  by  preserving  a 
neutrality,  situated  as  it  was  betwixt  these  two  hostile  powers. 
They  anticipated,  therefore,  as  welcome  a  reception  from 
the  authorities  of  Bftle  as  they  had  received  wl^e  in  the 
bounds  of  their  own  Confederation,  since  the  interests  of  that 
ciiy  were  so  deeply  concerned  in  the  objects  of  their  mission. 
The  next  chapter  will  show  how  far  these  expectations  were 


CHAPTEB  VIII 

They  saw  that  city,  welooming  the  Rhine, 
As  from  hja  mountun  heritage  he  bnratB, 
As  porposed  proiid  Or^torix  of  yore, 
Leaviiu;  the  desert  r^on  of  the  hills, 
To  lord  it  o*er  the  fertile  plains  of  Gaul. 

Thb  eyes  of  the  English  travellers,  wearied  with  a  saooessioii 
of  wild  mountainous  scenery,  now  gassed  with  pleasure  upon  a 
country  still  indeed  irregular  and  hilly  in  its  surface,  but 
capable  of  high  cultivation,  and  adorned  with  cornfields  and 
vineyards.  The  Rhine,  a  broad  and  large  river,  poured  its 
grey  stream  in  a  huge  sweep  through  the  landscape,  and 
divided  into  two  portions  the  city  of  B&le,  which  is  situated  on 
its  banks.  The  southern  part,  to  which  the  path  of  the  Swiss 
deputies  conducted  them,  displayed  the  celebrated  cathedral, 
and  the  lofty  terrace  which  runs  in  front  of  it,  and  seemed  to 
remind  the  travellers  that  they  now  approached  a  country  in 
which  the  operations  of  man  could  inake  themselves  distin- 
guished even  among  the  works  of  nature,  instead  of  being  lost^ 
as  the  fate  of  the  most  splendid  efforts  of  human  labour  must 
have  been,  among  those  tremendous  mountains  which  they  had 
so  lately  traversed. 

They  were  yet  a  mile  from  the  entrance  of  the  city,  when 
the  party  was  met  bj  one  of  the  magistrates,  attended  by  two 
or  three  citizens  mounted  on  mules,  the  velvet  housings  of 
which  expressed  wealth  and  quality.  They  greeted  the  Land- 
amman  of  Unterwalden  and  his  party  in  a  respectful  nuinner, 
and  the  latter  prepared  themselves  to  hear  and  make  a  suitable 
reply  to  the  hospitable  invitation  which  they  naturally  expected 
to  receive. 

The  message  of  the  community  of  Bftle  was,  however, 
diametrically  opposite  to  what  they  had  anticipated.  It  was 
delivered  with  a  good  deal  of  diffidence  and  hesitation  by  the 
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functionary  who  met  them,  and  who  oertainl j,  whOe  diaohaiging 
his  oommiflrion,  did  not  appear  to  consider  it  as  the  most  re- 
spectable which  he  might  have  borne.  There  were  many 
professions  of  the  most  profound  and  fraternal  regard  for  the 
mties  of  the  Helvetian  League,  with  whom  the  orator  of  BAle 
declared  his  own  state  to  be  united  in  friendship  and  interests. 
But  he  ended  by  intimating  that,  on  account  of  certain  cogent 
and  weighty  reasons,  which  should  be  satisfactorily  explained 
at  more  leisure,  the  Free  City  of  B&le  could  not,  tins  evening, 
receive  within  its  walls  the  highly  respected  deputies  who  were 
travelling,  at  the  command  of  the  Helvetian  Diet,  to  the  court 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

Philipson  marked  with  much  interest  the  effect  which  this 
most  unexpected  intimation  produced  on  the  members  of  the 
embassage.  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  who  had  joined  their  com- 
pany as  they  approached  B&le,  appeared  less  surprised  than  his 
associates,  ancC  while  he  remained  perfectly  silent,  seemed 
rather  anxious  to  penetrate  their  sentiments  than  disposed  to 
express  his  own.  It  was  not  the  first  time  the  sagacious 
merchant  had  observed  that  this  bold  and  fiery  young  man 
oouM,  when  his  purposes  required  it,  place  a  strong  constraint 
upon  the  natural  impetuosity  of  his  temper.  For  the  others, 
the  banneret's  brow  darkened,  the  face  of  the  burgess  of 
Soleure  became  flushed  like  the  moon  when  rising  in  the  north- 
west, the  grey-bearded  depu^  of  Schwyts  looked  anxiously  on 
Arnold  Biederman,  and  the  Landamman  himself  seemed  more 
moved  than  was  usual  in  a  person  of  his  equanimity.  At 
length  he  replied  to  the  functionary  of  Bftle,  in  a  voice  some- 
what altered  by  his  feelings — 

'This  is  a  singular  message  to  the  deputies  of  the  Swiss 
Confederacy,  bound  as  we  are  upon  an  amicable  mission,  on 
which  depends  the  interest  of  the  good  citisens  of  Bide,  whom 
we  have  always  treated  as  our  good  friends,  and  who  still  pro- 
f ess  to  be  so.  The  shelter  of  their  roofs,  the  protection  of  their 
walls,  the  wonted  intercourse  of  hospitality,  is  what  no  friendly 
state  hath  a  right  to  refuse  to  the  inhabitants  of  another.' 

'  Nor  is  it  with  their  will  that  the  community  of  B&le  refuse 
it,  worthy  Landamman,'  replied  the  magistrate.  'Not  you 
alone  and  your  worthy  associates,  but  your  escort,  and  your 
very  beasts  of  burden,  should  be  entertained  with  all  the  kind- 
ness which  the  citisens  of  B&le  could  bestow.  But  we  act 
under  constraint.' 

'And  by  whom  exercised T  said  the  banneret,  bursting  out 
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into  paflsioiL  'Has  the  Empeior  Sigismond  profited  ao  little 
by  the  example  of  his  predeceesonh*— ' 

'  The  Emperor/  repUed  the  delegate  of  B(Ae^  mterrupting  the 
bo&nereti  'is  a  well-intentioned  and  peaceful  monaich,  as  he 
has  been  eyer>  but — there  are  Buzgundian  troops  of  late 
marohed  into  the  Sundgan,  and  messages  ha^e  been  sent  to 
our  state  from  Count  Arohibald  of  Hagenbaoh.' 

'  Enough  saidy'  replied  the  TiandammAn.  *  Draw  not  farther 
the  yeil  from  a  weakness  for  whidi  you  blush.  I  comprehend 
jm  entirely.  B&le  lies  too  near  the  citadel  of  La  Ferette  to 
permit  its  dtiaens  to  consult  their  own  inclinations.  Brother, 
we  see  where  your  difficulty  lies ;  we  pity  you — and  we  forgiye 
your  inhospitality.' 

'  Nay,  but  hear  me  to  an  end,  worthy  Trfindsmman/  answered 
the  magistrate.  '  There  is  here  in  the  yidnity  an  old  hunting- 
seat  of  the  Counts  of  Falkenstein,  called  Grafialust^  which, 
though  ruinous,  ret  may  afford  better  lodgings  than  tke  open 
air,  and  is  capaole  of  scHne  defence — though  Heaven  forbid 
that  any  one  should  dare  to  intrude  upon  your  repose  1  And 
harkye  hither,  my  worthy  friends;  if  you  find  in  the  old 
place  some  refreshments,  as  wine,  beer,  and  the  like,  use  them 
without  scruple,  for  they  are  there  for  your  accommodation.' 

'I  do  not  refuse  to  occupy  a  place  of  security,'  said  the 
landanmian;  'for  although  the  causing  us  to  be  excluded 
from  B&le  may  be  only  done  in  the  i^irit  of  petty  insolence  and 
malice^  yet  it  may  also^  f or  what  we  can  tell,  be  connected 
with  some  purpose  of  yiolence.  Your  proTisions  we  thank  you 
for;  but  we  will  not,  with  my  consenti  feed  at  the  cost  of 
friends  who  are  ashamed  to  own  us  unless  by  stealth.' 

'One  thing  more,  my  worthy  sir,'  said  the  official  of  B&le. 
'You  hare  a  maiden  in  company,  who^  I  presume  to  thiok,  is 
your  daughter.  There  is  but  rough  accommodation  where  you 
are  going,  even  for  men;  for  women  there  is  little  better, 
though  what  we  could  we  have  done  to  arrange  matters  as  well 
as  may  be.  But  rather  let  your  daughter  go  with  us  back  to 
B&le,  where  my  dame  will  be  a.  mother  to  her  till  next  morning, 
when  I  will  bring  her  to  your  camp  in  safety.  We  promised 
to  shut  our  gates  against  &ie  men  of  the  Confederacy,  but  the 
women  were  not  mentioned.' 

'You  are  subtle  casuistic  you  men  of  B&le,'  answered  the 
Landamman;  'but  know  that»  from  the  time  in  which  the 
Helvetians  sallied  forth  to  encounter  Caesar  down  to  the  present 
hour,  the  wcm«ft  of  Switoerland,  in  the  press  of  danger,  have 
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had  their  abode  in  the  oamp  of  their  fathers,  facotlienH  and 
huabandfl,  and  scmght  no  fazther  safety  than  th^  might  find 
in  the  courage  of  their  relaticQB.  We  have  enough  ot  men  to 
protect  our  women,  and  mj  nieoe  ahall  remain  with  us  and 
take  the  fate  which  Heaven  may  send  us.' 

'Adieu,  then,  worthy  friend,'  said  the  magistrate  of  B&le; 
4t  grieves  me  to  part  with  you  thus,  but  evil  fate  will  have  it 
so.  Yonder  grassy  avenue  will  conduct  you  to  the  dd  hunting- 
seat,  where  Heaven  send  that  you  may  pass  a  quiet  night;  for, 
apart  from  other  risks,  men  say  that  these  ruins  have  no  good 
name.  Will  you  yet  permit  your  niece^  siuce  such  the  yoiuag 
person  is,  to  pass  to  Bftle  for  the  night  in  my  companyf ' 

'If  we  are  disturbed  by  beings  like  ourselves^'  saul  Amdd 
Biederman,  'we  have  strong  arms  and  heavy  partisans;  if  we 
should  be  visited,  as  your  words  would  imply,  by  those  of  a 
different  desoriptioD,  we  have^  or  should  have^  oood  consoienoes, 
and  oonfidenoe  in  Heaven.  Good  friends,  my  brethren  on  this 
embassy,  have  I  spoken  your  sentiments  as  well  as  mine  ownt' 

The  other  deputies  intimated  their  assent  to  what  their 
companion  had  siud,  and  the  eitizeos  of  Bftle  took  a  courteous 
&rewell  of  their  guests,  endeavouring^  by  the  excess  of  civility, 
to  atone  for  their  defioiem^  in  effective  hospitality.  After 
their  departure,  Budolph  was  the  first  to  express  his  sense  of 
their  pusillanimous  behaviour,  on  which  he  had  been  silent 
during  their  presence.  'Coward  dogs!'  he  said;  'may  the 
Buto^r  of  Burgundy  flay  the  very  skins  from  them  wiUi  his 
exactions,  to  teach  them  to  disown  old  friendships,  rather  than 
abide  the  lightest  blast  of  a  tyrant's  anger ! ' 

'And  not  even  their  own  tyrant  either,'  said  another  of  the 
group;  ior  several  of  the  young  men  had  gathered  round  their 
seniorB,  to  hear  the  welcome  which  they  expected  from  the 
magistrates  of  BAle. 

'No,'  replied  Ernest^  one  of  Arnold  Biederman's  sons,  'they 
do  not  pretend  that  their  own  prince  the  Emperor  hath  inter- 
fered with  them;  but  a  w<xd  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  which 
should  be  no  moxe  to  them  than  a  breath  of  wind  from  the 
west,  is  sujfficient  to  stir  them  to  such  brutal  inhoepitality.  It 
were  well  to  march  to  the  city  and  compel  them  at  the  sword's 
point  to  give  us  shelter.' 

A  murmur  of  applause  arose  amongst  the  youth  around, 
which  awakened  the  displeasure  of  Arnold  Biedennan. 

'Did  I  hear,'  he  said,  'the  tongue  of  a  son  of  mine,  or  was 
it  that  of  a  Inrutish  lansknecht,  who  has  no  pleasure  but  in 


88  WAVEBLE7  NOVELS 

battle  or  violenoeY  Where  is  the  modeety  of  the  youth  of 
Switzerland,  who  were  wont  to  wait  the  sigiial  ior  action  till  it 
pleased  the  elders  of  the  canton  to  giye  it,  and  were  as  gentle 
as  maidens  till  the  voice  of  their  patriarchs  bade  them  be  bold 
as  lions! ' 

'  I  meant  no  harm,  father,'  said  Ernest^  abashed  with  this 
rebuke,  *£ar  less  anj  slight  towards  you;  but  I  must  needs 
say ' 

*  Say  not  a  word,  my  son,'  replied  Arnold,  '  but  leave  our 
camp  to-morrow  by  break  of  day ;  and,  as  thou  takest  thy  way 
back  to  Geierstein,  to  which  I  command  thine  instant  return, 
remember,  that  he  is  not  fit  to  visit  strange  countries  who  can- 
not rule  his  tongue  before  his  own  countrymen,  and  to  his  own 
father.' 

The  banneret  of  Beme^  the  burgess  of  Soleure,  even  the 
long-bearded  deputy  from  Schwyts,  endeavoured  to  intercede 
for  the  offender  and  obtain  a  remission  of  his  banishment ;  but 
it  was  in  vain. 

^No,  my  good  friends  and  brethren — no,'  replied  Arnold. 
'These  young  men  require  an  example;  and  thotigh  I  am 
grieved  in  one  sense  that  the  offence  has  chanced  within  my 
own  family,  yet  I  am  pleased  in  another  light  that  the  delin- 
quent should  be  one  over  whom  I  can  exercise  full  autbmty, 
witibout  suspicion  of  partiality.  Ernest,  my  son,  thou  hast 
heard  my  commands.  Return  to  Geierstein  with  the  morning's 
light,  and  let  me  find  thee  an  altered  man  when  I  return 
thither.' 

The  young  Swiss,  who  was  evidently  much  hurt  and  shocked 
at  this  public  affront,  placed  one  knee  on  the  ground  and 
kissed  his  father's  right  hand,  whOe  Arnold,  without  the 
slightest  sign  of  anger,  bestowed  his  blessing  upon  him ;  and 
Ernest,  without  a  word  of  remonstrance,  fell  into  the  rear  of  the 
party.  The  deputation  then  proceeded  down  the  avenue  which 
had  been  pointed  out  to  them,  and  at  the  bottom  of  which  arose 
the  massy  ruins  of  GrafiSdust;  but  there  was  not  enough  of 
daylight  remaining  to  discern  their  exact  fonn.  They  could 
observe  as  they  drew  nearer,  and  as  the  night  became  darker, 
that  three  or  four  windows  were  lighted  up,  while  the  rest  of 
the  front  remained  obscured  in  gloom.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  place,  they  perceived  it  was  surrounded  by  a  large  and 
deep  moat,  the  sullen  surface  of  which  reflected,  though  faintly, 
the  glimmer  of  the  lights  within. 


CHAPTER  IX 

FramaiMO,  Gitb  yoii  flood-oight. 
Moindim.  0,  fiuewcdly  honeBt  aoldiar. 

Who  bath  leliaved  yoa  ? 
JVuncMCo.  Give  you  good-night ;  Bernardo  hath  my  place. 

Thi  fizBt  oooupatioii  of  oar  trayellen  was  to  find  the  means  of 
aroflsing  the  moat^  and  they  were  not  long  of  disooTering  the 
UU-dU'fcmA  on  which  the  drawbridge,  when  lowered,  bad 
formerly  rested.  The  bridge  itself  had  been  long  decayed,  but 
a  temporary  passage  of  fir-trees  and  planks  had  been  oon- 
stmcted,  apparently  very  lately,  which  admitted  them  to  the 
chief  entrance  of  the  castle.  On  entering  it,  they  found  a 
wicket  opening  under  the  archway,  whid^  glimmering  with 
lights  served  to  guide  them  to  a  hall  prepared  eridentiy  for 
their  accommodation  as  well  as  circumstances  had  admitted  of. 

A  large  fire  of  wdU-seasoned  wood  burned  blythely  in  the 
chimney,  and  had  been  maintained  so  long  there^  that  the  air 
of  the  hall,  notwithstanding  its  great  sise  and  somewhat  ruinous 
aspect^  felt  mild  and  genial  There  was  also  at  the  end  of  the 
apartment  a  stad:  of  wood,  large  enough  to  maintain  the  fire 
had  they  been  to  remain  there  a  week.  Two  or  three  long 
tables  in  the  hall  stood  covered  and  ready  for  their  reception ; 
and,  on  looking  more  doeely,  several  large  hampers  were  found 
in  a  comer,  containing  cold  provisions  dt  every  kind,  prepared 
with  great  care  for  their  immediate  use.  The  eyes  of  the 
good  burgess  of  Soleure  twinkled  when  he  beheld  the  young 
men  in  l£e  act  of  transferring  the  supper  from  the  hampers 
and  arranging  it  on  the  table. 

'  Well,'  said  he,  '  these  poor  men  of  B&le  have  saved  their 
character;  since,  if  Uiey  lutve  fallen  short  in  welcome,  they 
have  abocmded  in  good  cheer.' 

'Ah,  friend!'  said  Arnold  Biederman,  Hhe  absence  of  the 
landlord  is  a  great  deduction  from  the  entertainment.    Better 
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half  an  apple  from  the  hand  of  jour  host  tiian  a  bridal  feast 
without  lus  oompanj.' 

'We  owe  them  the  leas  for  their  baxiquet,'  said  the  banneret 
'  But,  from  the  doubtful  language  thej  held,  I  should  judge  it 
meet  to  keep  a  strong  guard  to-night^  and  even  that  some  of 
our  young  men  should,  from  time  to  time,  patrol  around  the 
old  ruins.  The  place  is  strong  and  defensible,  and  so  far  our 
thanks  are  due  to  those  who  have  acted  as  our  quartermasters. 
We  will,  however,  with  your  pennission,  my  honoured  brethren, 
examine  the  house  witliin,  and  then  arrange  regular  guards 
and  patrols.  To  your  duty  then,  young  men,  and  search  these 
ruins  carefully ;  they  may  perchance  contain  more  than  our- 
selves ;  for  we  are  now  near  one  who,  like  a  pilfering  fox,  moves 
more  willingly  by  night  than  by  day,  and  seeks  his  prey  amidst 
ruins  and  wildernesses  rather  than  in  the  open  field.' 

All  agreed  to  this  proposal.  The  young  men  took  tovches, 
of  which  a  good  provision  had  been  l^t  for  their  use,  and  made 
a  strict  search  through  the  ruins. 

The  greater  part  of  the  castle  was  much  more  wasted  and 
ruinous  than  the  portion  which  the  dtisens  of  BAle  seemed  to 
have  destined  for  the  accommodation  of  the  embassy.  Some 
parts  were  roofless,  and  the  whole  desolate.  The  glare  of  light, 
the  gleam  of  arms,  the  sound  of  the  human  vcice^  and  echoes 
of  mortal  tread  startled  from  their  dark  recesses  bats,  owls^ 
and  other  birds  of  ill  omen,  the  usual  inhabitants  of  such  time- 
worn  edifices,  whose  flight  throu^  the  desolate  chambers 
repeatedly  occasioned  alarm  amongst  those  who  heard  the 
noise  without  seeing  the  cause,  and  shouts  of  laughter  when  it 
became  known.  They  discovered  that  the  deep  moat  sur- 
rounded their  place  of  retreat  on  all  sides,  and,  of  course,  that 
they  were  in  safety  against  any  attack  which  could  be  made 
from  without,  except  it  was  attempted  by  the  main  entrance, 
which  it  was  easy  to  barricade  and  guard  with  sentinelB. 
They  also  ascertamed  by  strict  seuoh  that,  though  it  was 
possible  an  individual  might  be  concealed  amid  such  a  waste  of 
ruins,  yet  it  was  altogether  impossible  that  any  number  which 
might  be  formidable  to  so  laige  a  party  as  their  own  could 
have  remained  there  without  a  certainty  of  discovery.  These 
particulars  were  reported  to  the  banneret,  who  directed  Donnei^ 
hugel  to  take  charge  of  a  body  of  six  of  the  young  men,  such 
as  he  should  himself  choose,  to  patrol  on  the  outside  of  the 
building  till  the  first  cock-crowing^  and  at  that  hour  to  return 
to  the  castle,  when  the  same  number  were  to  take  the  duly  till 
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moixung  dawned,  and  then  be  retie^ed  in  their  turn.  Budolph 
declared  his  own  intention  to  renuun  on  guard  the  whole 
night;  and  as  he  was  equally  remarkable  for  vigilance  as 
for  strength  and  courage,  the  eztemal  watch  was  considered 
as  safely  provided  for,  it  being  settled  that,  in  case  of  any 
sudden  rencounter,  the  deep  and  hoarse  sound  of  the  Swiss 
bugle  should  be  the  signal  for  sanding  support  to  the  patrol- 
ling par^. 

Within  side  the  oasUe,  the  precautions  were  taken  with 
equal  vigilance.  A  sentinel,  to  be  relieved  every  two  houn^ 
was  appointed  to  take  post  at  the  principal  gate,  and  other  two 
kept  watch  on  the  other  side  of  the  castle,  although  the  moat 
i^peared  to  ensure  safety  in  that  quarter. 

These  precautions  being  taken,  the  remainder  of  the  party 
sat  down  to  refresh  themselves,  the  deputies  occupying  the 
upper  part  of  the  hall,  while  those  of  their  escort  modestly 
azranged  themselves  in  the  lower  end  of  the  same  large  apart- 
ment. Quantities  of  hay  and  straw,  which  were  left  piled  in 
the  wide  castle^  were  put  to  the  purpose  for  which  undoubtedly 
they  had  been  destined  by  the  citiMos  of  B&le,  and,  with  the 
aid  of  cloaks  and  mantles^  were  judged  excellent  good  bedding 
by  a  hatdy  xaoe  who^  in  war  or  &e  chaae^  were  often  well 
satisfied  with  a  much  worse  night's  lair. 

The  attenticm  of  the  B&lese  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  pro- 
vide for  Anne  of  Qeierstein  separate  accommodation,  more 
suitable  to  her  use  than  that  assigned  to  the  men  of  the  party. 
An  apartment,  which  had  probably  been  the  buttery  of  the 
castle^  entered  from  the  hidl,  and  had  also  a  doorway  leading 
out  into  a  passage  connected  with  the  ruins;  but  this  last  had 
hastQy,  yet  caxef ully,  been  built  up  with  large  hewn  stones 
taken  from  the  ruins ;  without  mortar,  indeed,  or  any  other 
cement,  but  so  well  secured  by  their  own  weight,  that  an 
attempt  to  displace  them  must  have  alarmed  not  only  any  one 
who  xnight  be  in  the  iqiartment  itself,  but  also  those  who  were 
in  the  hall  adjacent,  or  indeed  in  any  part  of  the  castle.  In 
the  small  room  thus  carefully  arranged  and  secured  there  were 
two  pallet-beds  and  a  large  fire,  which  biased  on  the  hearth, 
and  gave  warmth  and  comfort  to  the  apartment.  Even  the 
means  of  devotion  were  not  forgotten,  a  small  crucifix  of  bronse 
being  hung  over  a  table,  on  wMch  lay  a  breviary. 

Those  who  first  discovered  this  little  place  of  retreat  came 
back  loud  in  praise  of  the  delicacy  of  the  eitisens  of  BAle^  who^ 
while  preparing  for  the  geoeial  accommodation  dP  the  stnmgers, 
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had  not  failed  to  provide  separately  and  peooliarly  fdr  that  of 
their  female  companion. 

Arnold  Biederman  felt  the  kindneas  of  this  oondact  *  We 
should  pity  our  friends  of  BAle,  and  not  nourish  resentment 
against  them,'  he  said.  *  They  have  stretched  their  kindness 
towards  us  as  far  as  their  personal  apprehensions  permitted ; 
and  that  is  saying  no  small  mattef  for  them,  my  masters,  for 
no  passion  is  so  unutterably  selfish  as  that  of  fear.  Anne,  my 
love,  thou  art  fktigued.  Go  to  the  retreat  provided  for  you, 
and  Lissette  shall  bring  you  from  this  abundant  mass  of  pro- 
visions what  will  be  fittest  for  your  evening  meaL' 

So  saying,  he  led  his  niece  into  the  little  bedroom,  and,  look- 
ing round  with  an  air  of  complacency,  wished  her  good  repose ; 
but  there  was  sometliing  on  the  maiden's  brow  which  seemed 
to  augur  that  her  uncle's  wishes  would  not  be  fulfilled.  Fronv 
the  moment  she  had  left  Switzerland,  her  looks  had  become 
douded,  her  intercourse  with  those  who  approached  her  had 
grown  more  brief  and  rare,  her  whole  appearance  was  marked 
with  secret  anxiety  or  secret  sorrow.  TbjB  did  not  escape  her 
unde^  who  naturally  imputed  it  to  the  pain  of  parting  from 
him,  which  was  probably  soon  to  take  place,  and  to  her  regret 
at  leaving  the  tranquil  spot  in  which  so  many  years  of  her 
youth  had  been  spent. 

But  Anne  of  Qeierstein  had  no  sooner  entered  the  apart- 
ment than  her  whole  frame  trembled  violently,  and  the  colour 
leaving  her  cheeks  entirely,  she  sunk  down  on  one  of  the 
pallets,  where,  resting  her  elbows  on  her  knees,  and  pressing 
her  hands  on  her  forehead,  she  rather  resembled  a  person 
borne  down  by  mental  distress,  or  oppressed  by  some  severe 
illness,  than  one  who,  tired  with  a  journey,  was  in  haste  to 
betake  herself  to  needful  rest.  Arnold  was  not  quickHsighted 
as  to  the  many  sources  of  female  passion.  He  saw  that  his 
niece  suffered;  but  imputing  it  only  to  the  causes  aheady 
mentioned,  augmented  by  the  hysterical  efifiM)ts  often  produced 
by  fatigue,  he  gently  blamed  her  for  having  departed  from  her 
character  of  a  Swiss  maiden  ere  she  was  yet  out  of  reach  of  a 
Swiss  breeze  of  wind. 

'Thou  must  not  let  the  dames  of  Germany  or  Flanders 
think  that  our  daughters  have  degenerated  from  their  mothers; 
else  must  we  fight  the  battles  of  Sempach  and  Laupen  over 
again,  to  convince  the  Emperor,  and  this  haughty  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  that  our  men  are  of  the  same  mettle  with  their 
forefathers.    And  as  for  our  parting,  I  do  not  fear  it     My 
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brother  is  a  count  of  the  Empire,  indeed,  and  therefore  he  must 
needs  satisfy  himself  that  eyerything  over  which  he  possesses 
any  title  shall  be  at  his  command,  and  sends  for  thee  to  prove 
his  right  of  doing  so.  But  I  know  him  well.  He  wUl  no 
sooner  be  satisfied  that  he  may  ccnnmand  thy  attendance  at 
pleasure  than  he  will  concern  himself  about  thee  no  more. 
Thee !  Alas !  poor  thing,  in  what  couldst  thou  aid  his  courtly 
intrigues  and  ambitious  plans  t  No— no,  thou  art  not  for  the 
noble  count's  purpose,  and  must  be  content  to  trudge  back  to 
rule  the  dairy  at  Geierstein,  and  be  the  darling  of  thine  old 
peasantlike  uncle.' 

'Would  to  God  we  were  there  even  now  1'  said  the  maiden, 
in  a  tone  of  wretdiedness  which  she  strove  in  vain  to  conceal 
or  suppress. 

'That  may  hardly  be  tiU  we  have  executed  the  purpose 
which  brought  us  hither,'  said  the  literal  Landamman.  'But 
lay  thee  on  thy  pallet,  Anne ;  take  a  morsel  of  food,  and  three 
drops  of  wine,  and  thou  wilt  wake  to-morrow  as  gay  as  on  a 
Swiss  holiday,  when  the  pipe  sounds  the  reveille.' 

Anne  was  now  able  to  plead  a  severe  headache,  and  declin- 
ing all  refreshment,  which  she  declared  herself  incapable  of 
tasting,  she  bade  her  uncle  good-night.  She  then  desired 
Usette  to  get  some  food  for  herself,  cautioning  her,  as  she 
returned,  to  make  as  little  noise  as  possible,  and  not  to  break 
her  repose  if  she  should  hi^ve  the  good  fortune  to  fall  asleepb 
Arnold  Biederman  then  kissed  his  niece,  and  returned  to  the 
hall,  where  his  colleagues  in  office  were  impatient  to  commence 
an  attack  on  the  provisions  which  were  in  readiness ;  to  which 
the  escort  of  young  men,  diminished  by  the  patrols  and  sen- 
tinels, were  no  less  disposed  than  their  seniors. 

The  signal  of  assault  was  given  by  the  deputy  from  Schwyts, 
the  eldest  of  the  party,  pronouncing  in  patriarchal  form  a 
benediction  over  the  meal.  The  travellers  then  commenced 
their  operations  with  a  vivacity  which  showed  that  the  uncer- 
tainty whether  they  should  get  any  food,  and  the  delays  which 
had  occurred  in  arranging  themselves  in  their  quarters,'  had 
infinitely  increased  their  appetites.  Even  the  Landamman, 
whose  moderation  sometimes  approached  to  abstinence,  seemed 
that  night  in  a  more  genial  humour  than  ordinaiy.  His  friend 
of  Schwyts,  after  his  example,  ate,  drank,  and  spoke  more  than 
usual,  whOe  the  rest  of  the  deputies  pushed  their  meal  to  the 
verge  of  a  carousal.  The  elder  Philipson  marked  the  scene 
with  an  attentive  and  anxious  eye,  confining  his  applications 
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to  th6  wine-cup  to  mich  pledges  as  the  politeness  of  the  times 
called  upon  him  to  reply  to.  His  son  had  left  the  hall  just 
as  the  banquet  began,  in  the  manner  which  we  are  now  to 
relate. 

Arthur  had  proposed  to  himself  to  join  the  youths  who 
were  to  perform  the  duty  of  sentinels  within,  or  patrols  on  the 
outside  of  their  place  of  repose,  and  had  indeed  made  some 
arrangement  for  that  purpose  with  Sigismund,  the  third  of  the 
Landamman's  sons.  But  while  about  to  steal  a  parting  glance 
at  Anne  of  Geierstein,  before  offering  his  service  as  he  proposed, 
there  appeared  on  her  brow  such  a  deep  and  solemn  expression 
as  diyerted  his  thoughts  from  every  other  subject  excepting 
the  anxious  doubts  as  to  what  could  possibly  have  given  rise 
to  such  a  changa  The  placid  openness  of  brow,  the  eye 
which  expressed  conscious  and  fearless  innocence,  the  lips 
which,  seconded  by  a  look  as  frank  as  her  words,  seemed  ever 
ready  to  speak,  in  kindness  and  in  confidence,  that  which  the 
heart  dictated,  were  for  the  moment  entirely  changed  in  char- 
acter and  expression,  and  in  a  degree  and  manner  for  which  no 
ordinary  cause  could  satisfactorily  account.  Fatigue  might 
have  banished  the  rose  from  the  maiden's  beautiful  complexion, 
and  sickness  or  pain  might  have  dimmed  her  eye  and  clouded 
her  brow;  but  the  look  of  deep  dejection  with  which  she 
fixed  her  eyes  at  times  on  the  ground,  and  the  startled  and 
teirified  glance  which  she  cast  around  her  at  other  intervals^ 
must  have  had  their  rise  in  some  different  souice.  Neither 
could  illness  or  weariness  explain  the  manner  in  which  her  lips 
were  contracted  or  compressed  together,  like  one  who  makes 
up  her  mind  to  act  or  behold  something  that  is  fearful,  ori 
account  for  the  tremor  which  seemed  «at  times  to  steal  over  her 
insensibly,  thou^  by  a  strong  effort  she  was  able  at  intervals 
to  throw  it  off.  For  this  change  of  expression  there  must  be  in 
the  heart  some  deeply  melancholy  and  afOictiug  cause.  What 
could  that  cause  bet 

It  is  dangerous  for  youth  to  behold  beauty  in  the  pomp  of 
all  her  charms,  with  every  look  bent  upon  conquest;  more 
dangerous  to  see  her  in  the  hour  of  unaffected  and  unappre- 
hensive ease  and  simplicity,  yielding  herself  to  the  graceful 
whim  of  the  moment,  and  as  willing  to  be  pleased  as  desirous 
of  pleasing.  There  are  minds  which  may  be  still  more  affected 
by  gazing  on  beauty  in  sorrow,  and  feeling  that  pity,  that 
desire  of  comforting  the  lovely  mourner,  which  the  poet  has 
described  as  so  nearly  akin  to  love.    But  to  a  spirit  of  that 
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romantio  and  adyenturoiui  oast  wfaioh  the  Middle  Ages  frequently 
produoed,  the  sight  of  a  young  and  amiable  person  evidently  in 
a  state  of  tenor  and  sufifeiing,  whioh  had  no  visible  oause,  was 
perhaps  still  more  impressive  than  beauly  in  her  pride,  her 
tendemessy  or  her  sorrow.  Such  sentiments,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, were  not  confined  to  the  highest  ranks  only,  but 
might  then  be  found  in  all  classes  of  society  which  were  raised 
above  the  mere  peasant  or  artisan.  Toung  Philipson  gased  on 
Anne  of  Geierstem  with  such  intense  curiosity,  mingled  with 
pity  and  tenderness,  that  the  bustling  scene  around  him  seemed 
to  vanish  from  his  eyes,  and  leave  no  one  in  the  noisy  hall  save 
himself  and  the  object  of  his  interest. 

What  could  it  be  that  so  evidently  oppressed  and  almost 
quaOed  a  spirit  so  well  balanced,  and  a  courage  so  well  tem- 
pered, when,  being  guarded  by  the  swords  of  the  bravest  men 
perhaps  to  be  found  in  Europe,  and  lodged  in  a  place  of  strength, 
even  ibe  most  timid  of  her  sex  might  have  found  confidencet 
Surely,  if  an  attack  were  to  be  made  upon  them,  the  clamour 
of  a  conflict  in  such  circumstances  could  scarce  be  more  terrific 
than  the  roar  of  those  cataracts  which  he  had  seen  her  despise  t 
'At  least,'  he  thought, '  she  ought  to  be  aware  that  there  is  onb 
who  is  bound  by  friendship  and  gratitude  to  fight  to  the  death 
in  her  defence.  Would  to  Heaven,'  he  continued  in  the  same 
reverie, '  it  were  possible  to  convey  to  her,  without  sign  or  qpeech, 
the  assurance  ot  my  unalterable  resolution  to  protect  her  in 
the  worst  of  perils !'  As  such  thoughts  streamed  through  his 
mind,  Anne  raised  her  eyes  in  one  of  those  fits  of  deep  feeling 
which  seemed  to  overwhelm  her ;  and  while  she  cast  them  round 
the  hall,  with  a  look  of  apprehension,  as  if  she  expected  to  see 
amid  the  well-known  companions  of  her  journey  some  strange 
and  unwelcome  apparition,  they  encountered  the  fixed  and 
anxious  gase  of  young  Philipson.  They  were  instantly  bent 
on  the  ground,  while  a  deep  blush  showed  how  much  she  was 
conscious  of  having  attracted  his  attention  by  her  previous 
deportment. 

Arthur,  on  his  part,  with  equal  consciousness,  blushed  as 
deeply  as  the  maiden  herself,  and  drew  himself  back  from  her 
observation.  But  when  Anne  rose  up,  and  was  escorted  by  her 
unde  to  her  bedchamber,  in  the  manner  we  have  already  men- 
tioned, it  seemed  to  Philipson  as  if  she  had  carried  with  her 
from  the  apartment  the  lights  with  which  it  was  illuminated, 
lukd  left  it  in  the  twilight  melancholy  of  some  funeral  hall.  His 
deep  musings  were  pursuing  the  subject  which  occupied  them 


90  WAVEBLEY  NOVELS 

thus  anxiously,  when  the  manly  yoioe  of  Donneifaugel  spoke 
close  in  his  ear — 

'What,  comrade,  has  our  journey  to-day  fatigued  you  so 
much  that  you  go  to  sleep  upon  your  feett' 

^Now,  Heaven  forbid,  hauptman,'  said  the  Englishman, 
starting  from  his  reverie,  and  addressing  Rudolph  by  this  name 
(signifying  captain,  or  literally  head-man),  which  tiie  youth  of 
the  expedition  had  by  unanimous  consent  bestowed  on  him — 
'  Heaven  forbid  I  should  sleep,  if  there  be  aught  like  action  in 
the  wind.' 

'Where  dost  thou  propose  to  be  at  cook-crow}'  said  the 
Swiss. 

'  Where  duty  shall  call  me^  or  your  experience,  noble  haupt- 
man,  shall  appoint,'  replied  Arthur.  '  But,  with  your  leave,  I 
purposed  to  take  Sigismund's  guard  on  the  bridge  till  midnight 
or  morning  dawn.  He  still  feels  the  sprain  which  he  received 
in  his  spring  after  yonder  chamois,  and  I  persuaded  him  to 
take  some  uninterrupted  rest,  as  the  best  mode  of  restoring  his 
strength.' 

'He  will  do  well  to  keep  his  counsel,  then,'  again  whispered 
Donnerhugel :  '  the  old  TAnHitmimiLn  is  not  a  man  to  make  allow- 
ances for  mishaps,  when  they  interfere  with  duty.  Those  who 
are  under  his  orders  should  have  as  few  brains  as  a  bull,  as 
strong  limbs  as  a  bear,  and  be  as  impassible  as  lead  or  iron  to 
all  the  casualties  of  life  and  all  the  weaknesses  of  humanity.' 

Arthur  replied  in  the  same  tone — '  I  have  been  the  Land- 
amman's  guest  for  some  time,  and  have  seen  no  specimens  of 
any  such  rigid  discipline.' 

'  You  are  a  stranger,'  said  the  Swiss,  '  and  the  old  man  has 
too  much  hospitality  to  lav  you  under  the  least  restraint.  Tou 
are  a  volunteer,  too,  in  whatever  share  you  choose  to  take  in 
our  sports  or  our  military  duty ;  and  therefore,  when  I  ask  you 
to  walk  abroad  with  me  at  the  first  cock-crowing,  it  is  only  in 
the  event  that  such  exercise  shall  entirely  consist  with  your 
own  pleasure.' 

'  I  consider  myself  aa  under  your  conunand  for  the  time,' 
said  Philipson ;  '  but,  not  to  bandy  courtesy,  at  cock-crow  I 
shall  be  relieved  from  my  watch  on  the  drawbridge,  and  will 
be  by  that  time  glad  to  exchange  the  post  for  a  more  extended 
walk.' 

'Do  you  not  choose  more  of  this  fatiguing^  and  prob- 
ably unnecessary,  duty  than  may  befit  your  strength  t'  said 
Rudolph. 
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'I  take  no  more  than  yoa  do^'  said  Arthur,  'as  you  piopoae 
not  to  take  rest  till  morning.'  * 

'True,'  answered  Donnerin^pel,  ^bnt  I  am  a  Swiss.' 

'And  V  answered  Philipson,  quioklj,  'am  an  Englishman.' 

'  I  did  not  mean  what  I  said  in  the  sense  yon  tii^e  it,'  said 
Bndolph,  laughing :  '  I  only  meant^  that  I  am  more  interested  in 
this  matter  than  you  can  be,  who  are  a  stranger  to  the  cause 
in  which  we  are  personally  engaged.' 

'I  am  a  stranger,  no  doubt^'  replied  Arthur;  'but  a 
stnnger  who  has  enjoyed  your  hospitality,  and  who,  there- 
fore, claims  a  right,  while  with  you,  to  a  share  in  your  labours 
and  dangers.' 

'Be  it  so,'  said  Rudolph  Donnerhugel.  'I  shall  have 
finished  my  first  rounds  at  the  hour  when  the  sentinels  at  the 
castle  are  reUered,  and  shall  be  ready  to  recommence  them  in 
your  good  company.' 

'Content,'  said  the  Englishman.  'And  now  I  will  to  my 
post,  for  I  suspect  SigismuEul  is  blaming  me  already,  as  obfiTious 
of  my  promise.' 

They  hastened  together  to  the  gate,  where  Sigismund  will- 
ingly yielded  up  his  weapon  and  his  guard  to  young  PhOipson, 
confirming  the  idea  sometimes  entertained  of  him,  diat  he  was 
the  most  indolent  and  least  spirited  of  the  family  of  Geierstein. 

Rudolph  could  not  suppress  his  displeasure.  '  What  woidd 
the  Landamman  say,'  he  demanded, '  if  he  saw  thee  thus  quietly 
yield  up  post  and  partizan  to  a  strangert' 

'  He  would  say  I  did  well,'  answered  the  young  man,  nothing 
daunted ;  '  for  he  is  for  ever  reminding  us  to  let  the  stranger 
have  his  own  way  in  everything;  and  English  Arthur  stands 
on  this  bridge  by  his  own  wish,  and  no  askmg  of  mine.  There- 
fore, kind  Arthur,  since  thou  wilt  barter  warm  straw  and  a 
sound  sleep  for  frosty  air  and  a  clear  moonlight,  I  make  thee 
welcome  with  all  my  heart.  Hear  your  duty.  Ton  are  to  stop 
all  who  enter,  or  attempt  to  enter,  or  till  they  give  the  pass- 
word. If  they  are  strangers,  you  must  give  alarm.  But  you 
will  suffer  such  of  our  friends  as  are  known  to  you  to  pass  out- 
wards without  challenge  or  alarm,  because  the  deputation  may 
find  occasion  to  send  messengers  abroad.' 

'A  murrain  on  thee,  thou  lasy  losel  1 '  said  Rudolph.  '  Thou 
art  the  only  slu£^;ard  of  thy  kin.' 

'  Then  am  I  the  only  wise  man  of  them  all,'  said  the  youth. 
'  Harkye,  brave  hauptman,  ye  have  supped  this  evening,  have 
yenotr 

xxixi  7 
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'It  is  a  point  of  wiBdom,  ye  owl,' answered  the  Bernese^  'not 
to  go  into  the  forest  fasting.' 

'If  it  is  wisdom  to  eat  when  we  are  hungry/  answered 
Sigismund,  'there  oan  be  no  folly  in  sleeping  when  we  aie 
weary.'  So  saying,  and  after  a  deeperate  yawn  or  two^  the 
relieved  sentinel  halted  o£^  giving  fi:dl  effect  to  the  sprain  of 
which  he  complained. 

'  Yet  there  is  strength  in  those  loitering  limbs,  and  valour 
in  that  indolent  and  sluggish  spirit,'  said  Rudolph  to  the 
Englishman.  'But  it  is  time  that  I,  who  censure  others,  should 
beteke  me  to  my  own  task.  Hither,  oomTades  of  the  watdi — 
hither.' 

The  Bernese  accompanied  these  words  with  a  whistle^  which 
brought  from  within  six  young  men,  whom  he  had  previously 
chosen  for  the  duty,  and  wh(\  after  a  hurried  supper,  now 
waited  his  summons.  One  or  two  of  them  had  large  blood- 
hounds or  lyme^logs,  which,  though  usually  employed  in  the 
pursuit  of  animals  of  chase,  were  slao  excellent  for  discovering 
ambuscades,  in  which  duty  their  services  were  now  to  be 
employed.  One  of  these  animals  was  held  in  a  leash  by  the 
person  who,  forming  the  advance  of  the  party,  went  about 
twenty  yards  in  front  of  them ;  a  second  was  the  property  of 
Donnerhugel  himself,  who  had  the  creature  singulariy  under 
command.  Three  of  his  companions  attended  him  dosely,  and 
the  two  others  followed,  one  of  whom  hate  a  horn  of  the 
Bernese  wild  bull,  by  way  of  bugle.  This  little  party  crossed 
the  moat  by  the  temporary  bridge,  and  moved  on  to  the  verge 
of  the  forert^  which  lay  adjacent  to  the  castle,  and  the  skirts  of 
which  were  most  likely  to  conceal  any  ambuscade  that  could  be 
apprehended.  The  moon  was  now  up,  and  near  the  full,  so 
that  Arthur,  from  the  elevation  on  which  the  castle  stood, 
oould  trace  their  slow,  cautious  march,  amid  the  broad  silver 
light,  imtil  they  were  lost  in  the  depths  of  the  forest. 

When  this  object  had  ceased  to  occupy  his  eyes,  the  thoughte 
of  his  lonely  wateh  again  returned  to  Anne  of  Geierstoin,  and 
to  the  singular  expression  of  distress  and  apprehension  which 
had  that  evening  clouded  her  beautiful  features.  Then  the 
blush  which  had  chased,  for  the  moment,  paleness  and  terror 
from  her  countenance,  at  the  instant  his  eyes  encountered  hers 
— was  it  anger — ^was  it  modesty — ^was  it  some  softer  feeling, 
more  gentle  than  the  one,  more  tender  than  the  other  t  Toung 
Philipson,  who,  like  Chaucer's  Squire,  was  'as  modest  as  a 
maid,'  almost  trembled  to  give  to  that  look  the  favourable  inter- 
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pratatioa  which  a  more  self-satiflfied  gallant  would  faaTe  applied 
to  it  without  scruple.  No  hue  of  rising  or  setting  day  was 
ever  so  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  the  young  man  as  that  blush  was 
in  his  recoUeotion ;  nor  did  ever  enthusiastio  visionary  or 
poetical  dreamer  find  out  so  many  &noiful  forms  in  the  clouds 
as  Arthur  divined  various  interpretations  from  the  indications 
of  interest  which  had  passed  over  the  beautiful  countenance  of 
the  Swiss  maiden. 

In  the  meantimei  the  thought  suddenly  bunt  on  his  reverie^ 
that  it  could  little  concern  him  what  was  the  cause  of  the  per- 
turbation she  had  exhibited.  They  had  met  at  no  distant 
period  for  the  first  time ;  they  must  soon  part  for  ever.  She 
could  be  nothing  more  to  hun  than  the  remembrance  of  a 
beautiful  vision,  and  he  could  have  no  other  part  in  her  memory 
save  as  a  stranger  from  a  fordgn  land,  who  had  been  a  so- 
journer for  a  season  in  her  uncle's  house,  but  whom  she  could 
never  expect  to  see  agidn.  When  this  idea  intruded  on  the 
train  of  romantic  visions  which  agitated  him,  it  was  like  the 
sharp  stroke  of  the  harpoon,  which  awakens  the  whale  from 
slumbering  torpidity  into  violent  action.  The  gateway  in 
which  the  young  soldier  kept  his  watch  seemed  suddenly  too 
narrow  for  him.  He  rushed  across  the  temporary  bridge,  and 
hastily  traversed  a  short  space  of  ground  in  front  of  the  t^e- 
dvrpontj  or  defensive  work,  on  which  its  outer  extremity 
rested. 

Here  for  a  time  he  paced  the  narrow  extent  to  which  he  was 
confined  by  his  duty  as  a  sentinel,  with  long  and  rapid  strides, 
as  if  he  had  been  engaged  by  vow  to  take  the  greatest  possible 
quantity  of  exercise  upon  that  limited  space  of  ground.  His 
exertion,  however,  produced  the  e£fect  of  in  some  degree  com- 
posing his  mind,  recalling  him  to  himself,  and  reminding  him 
of  the  numerous  reasons  which  prohibited  his  fixing  his  atten- 
tion, much  more  his  aflfections,  upon  this  young  person,  however 
fascinating  she  was. 

'I  have  surely,'  he  thought,  as  he  slackened  his  pace  and 
shouldered  his  heavy  partisan,  '  sense  enough  left  to  recollect 
my  condition  and  my  duties — to  think  of  my  father,  to  whom 
I  am  all  in  all,  and  to  think  also  on  the  dishonour  which  must 
accrue  to  me,  were  I  capable  of  winning  the  affections  of  a 
frank-hearted  and  confiding  girl,  to  whom  I  could  never  do 
justice  by  dedicating  my  life  to  return  them.  No,'  he  said  to 
himself,  '  she  will  soon  forget  me,  and  I  will  study  to  remember 
her  no  otherwise  than  I  would  a  pleasing  dream,  which  hath  for 
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a  moment  oroBBed  a  night  of  perib  and  dangers,  such  as  my 
life  seems  doomed  to  be.' 

As  he  spoke,  he  stopped  short  in  his  walk,  and  as  he  rested 
on  his  weapon,  a  tear  rose  unbidden  to  his  eye  and  stole  down 
his  cheek  without  being  wiped  away.  But  he  combated  this 
gentler  mood  of  passion  as  he  had  fonneily  battled  with  that 
which  was  of  a  wilder  and  more  desperate  character.  Shaking 
off  the  dejection  and  sinking  of  spirit  which  he  felt  creeping 
upon  him,  he  resumed,  at  the  same  time,  the  air  and  attitude  of 
an  attentive  sentinel,  and  recalled  his  mind  to  the  duties  of  his 
watch,  which,  in  the  tumult  of  his  feelings,  he  had  aknost 
forgotten.  But  what  was  his  astonishment  when,  as  he  looked 
out  on  the  dear  landscape,  there  passed  from  the  bridge  towards 
the  forest,  crossing  him  in  the  broad  moonlight,  the  liying  and 
moving  likeness  of  Anne  of  Qeierstein !  ' 


CHAPTER  X 

We  know  not  when  we  sleep  nor  when  we  wake. 

Yinons  dietinet  and  perfect  croee  our  eye, 

Whidh  to  the  aUimberer  eeem  lealitiee ; 

And  while  they  waked,  some  men  have  seen  sneh  sightB 

As  set  at  nought  the  evidence  of  sense, 

And  left  them  well  persuaded  they  were  dreaming. 

AnonyTMUB. 

The  apparitioii  of  Anne  of  Geiezstein  crossed  her  lover — ^her 
admireTi  at  leasts  we  must  call  him — ^within  shorter  time  than 
we  can  tell  the  stoiy.  But  it  was  distinct^  perfect,  and  war 
doubted.  In  the  very  instant  when  the  young  Englishman, 
shaking  off  bis  fond  despondency,  raised  bis  bead  to  look  out 
upon  the  scene  of  his  watch,  she  came  fnxm  the  nearer  end  of 
the  bridge,  Grossing  the  path  of  the  sentinel^  upon  whom  she 
did  not  even  cast  a  look,  and  passed  with  a  rapid  yet  steady 
pace  towards  the  veige  of  the  woodland. 

It  would  have  been  natural,  though  Arthur  had  been 
directed  not  to  challenge  persons  who  left  the  castle,  but  only 
such  as  might  approach  i^  that  he  should  nevertheless,  had  it 
only  been  in  mere  civility,  have  held  some  communication, 
however  slight,  with  the  maiden  as  she  crossed  his  post  But 
the  suddenness  of  her  appearance  took  from  him  few  the  instant 
both  speech  and  motion.  It  seemed  as  if  his  own  imagination 
had  raised  up  a  phantom,  presenting  to  his  outward  senses  the 
form  and  features  which  engrossed  his  mind ;  and  he  was  silent, 
partly  at  least  from  the  idea  that  what  he  gased  upon  wa» 
immaterial  and  not  of  this  world. 

It  would  have  been  no  less  natural  that  Anne  of  Geierstein 
should  have  in  some  manner  acknowledged  the  person  who  had 
spent  a  considerable  time  under  the  same  roof  with  her,  had 
been  often  her  partner  in  the  dance,  and  her  companion  in  the 
field;  but  she  did  not  evince  the  sl^htest  token  of  recognition, 
nor  even  look  towards  him  as  she  passed ;  her  eye  was  on  the 


102  WAVERLET  NOVELS 

wood,  to  whioh  she  advanoed  swiftly  and  steadily,  and  she  was 
hidden  by  its  boughs  ere  Arthur  had  recollected  himself  suffi- 
ciently to  determine  what  to  do. 

His  first  feeling  was  anger  at  himself  for  suffering  her  to 
pass  unquestioned,  when  it  might  well  chance  that,  upon  any 
errand  which  called  her  forth  at  so  extraordinary  a  time  and 
place,  he  might  have  been  enabled  to  afford  her  assistance,  or 
at  least  advice.  This  sentiment  was  for  a  short  time  so  pre- 
dominant, that  he  ran  towards  the  place  where  he  had  seen  the 
skirt  of  her  dress  disappear,  and,  whispering  her  name  as  loud 
as  the  fear  of  alarming  the  castle  permitted,  conjured  her  to 
retiun,  and  hear  him  but  for  a  few  brief  moments.  No  answer, 
however,  was  returned;  and  when  the  branches  of  the  trees 
began  to  darken  over  his  head  and  to  intercept  the  moonlight, 
he  recollected  that  he  was  leaving  his  post^  and  exposing  his 
fellow-travellers,  who  were  trusting  in  his  vigilance,  to  the 
danger  of  surprise. 

He  hastened,  therefore^  back  to  the  castle  gate,  with  matter 
for  deeper  and  more  inextricable  doubt  and  anxiety  than  had 
oecupied  him  during  the  commencement  of  his  watch.  He 
adked  himself  in  vain,  with  what  purpose  that  modest  young 
maiden,  whose  manners  were  frank,  but  whose  conduct  had 
always  seemed  so  delicate  and  reserved,  could  sally  forth  at 
midnight  like  a  damsel-errant  in  romance,  when  she  was  in  a 
strange  country  and  suspicious  neighbourhood ;  yet  he  rejected, 
as  he  would  have  shrunk  from  blasphemy,  any  interpretation 
which  could  have  thrown  censure  upon  Anne  of  Geierstein. 
No,  nothing  was  she  capable  of  doing  for  which  a  friend  could 
have  to  blush.  But  connecting  her  previous  agitation  with  the 
extraordinary  fact  of  her  leaving  the  castle,  alone  and  defence- 
less, at  such  an  hour,  Arthur  necessarily  concluded  it  must 
argue  some  cogent  reason,  and,  as  was  most  likely,  of  an  un- 
pleasant nature.  'I  wUl  watch  her  return,'  he  internally 
uttered,  *  and,  if  she  will  give  me  an  opportunity,  I  will  convey 
to  her  the  assumnce  that  there  is  one  faithful  bosom  in  her 
neighbourhood,  which  is  bound  in  honour  and  gratitude  to 
pour  out  every  drop  of  its  blood,  if  by  doing  so  it  can  protect 
her  fMn  the  slightest  inconvenience.  This  is  no  silly  flight  of 
romance,  for  which  common  sense  has  a  right  to  reproach  me : 
it  is  only  what  I  ought  to  do,  what  I  must  do,  or  forego  every 
olalm  to  be  tdrmed  a  nian  of  honesty  or  honour.' 

Yet  scarce  did  the  young  man  think  himself  anchored  on  a 
resolution  which  seetned  uhobjectionable  than  his  Uioughts 
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were  again  adrift  He  reflected  that  Anne  might  have  a  desire 
to  Tiait  the  neighboniing  town  of  Bftie,  to  which  she  had  been 
invited  the  day  before,  and  where  her  uncle  had  friends.  It 
was  indeed  an  nnoonunon  hour  to  select  for  snch  a  purpose ; 
bat  Arthur  was  aware  that  the  Swiss  maidens  feared  neither 
solitary  walks  nor  late  hours,  and  that  Anne  would  have  walked 
among  her  own  hills  by  moonlight  much  farther  than  the 
distance  betwixt  their  place  of  encampment  and  Bftle,  to  see  a 
sick  friend,  or  for  any  similar  purposa  To  press  himsdf  on 
her  confidence,  then,  might  be  impertinence,  not  kindness ;  and 
as  ahe  had  paissed  him  witiiout  taking  the  slightest  notice  of 
his  presence,  it  was  evident  she  did  not  mean  voluntarily  to 
make  him  her  confidant;  and  probably  ahe  was  involved  in  no 
difficulties  where  his  aid  could  be  useful.  In  that  case,  the 
duty  of  a  gentleman  was  to  permit  her  to  return  as  she  had 
gone  fort^  unnoticed  and  unquestioned,  leavmg  it  with 
herself  to  hold  communication  with  him  or  not  as  she  should 
choose. 

Another  idea,  belonging  to  the  age,  also  passed  through  his 
mind,  though  it  made  no  strong  impression  upon  it.  This 
form,  so  pofeotly  resembling  Anne  of  Geierstein,  might  be  a 
deception  of  the  sight,  or  it  might  be  one  of  those  fantastio 
apparitioDS  concerning  which  there  were  so  many  tales  told  in 
all  countries,  and  of  which  Switserland  and  Geimany  had,  as 
Arthur  well  knew,  their  full  share.  The  internal  and  undelin* 
able  feelings  which  restrained  him  from  accosting  the  maiden, 
as  might  have  been  natural  for  him  to  have  done,  are  easilv 
explained,  on  the  supposition  that  his  mortal  frame  shrunk 
from  an  encounter  with  a  being  of  a  different  nature.  There 
had  also  been  some  expressions  of  the  magistmte  of  Bile  which 
might  apply  to  the  castle^s  being  liable  to  be  haunted  by 
beings  fit>m  another  worid.  But  though  the  general  belief  in 
such  ghostly  apparitions  prevented  the  Ekiglishman  from  being 
posilavely  incredulous  on  the  subject,  yet  the  instructions  €i 
his  father,  a  man  of  great  intrepidity  and  distinguished  good 
sense,  had  taught  him  to  be  extremely  unwilling  to  refer 
anything  to  sapematand  interferences  which  was  capable  of 
explanation  by  (udinaiy  rules;  and  he  therefore  shook  0% 
without  difficulty,  any  feelings  of  superstitioas  fear  whidi  for 
an  instant  connected  itself  with  his  nocturnal  adventure.  He 
resolved  finally  to  suppress  all  disquieting  conjecture  on  the 
subject,  and  to  await  firmly,  if  not  patiently,  the  retuni  of  the 
fair  vision,  which,  if  it  should  not  fully  explain  the  mystery. 
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seemed  at  least  to  affard  the  cmly  ohanoe  of  throwing  light 
upon  it. 

Fixed,  therefore,  in.  purpose,  he  trayeraed  the  walk  whieh 
his  duty  pennitted,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  part  of  the 
forest  where  he  had  seen  the  beloved  form  disappear,  and 
forgetful  for  the  moment  that  his  watch  had  any  other  purpose 
tluui  to  observe  her  return.  But  from  this  abstraetioii  of  mind 
he  was  roused  by  a  distant  sound  in  the  forest^  which  seemed 
the  clash  of  armour.  Becalled  at  once  to  a  sense  of  his  du^, 
and  its  importance  to  his  father  and  his  fellow-trayellersy 
Arthur  planted  himself  on  the  temporazy  bridge,  where  a  stand 
could  best  be  made,  and  turned  both  eyes  and  ears  to  watch 
for  approaching  danger.  The  sound  of  anns  and  footsteps 
came  nearer:  spears  and  helmets  advanced  from  the  green- 
wood glade,  and  twinkled  in  the  moonlight.  But  the  stately 
form  of  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  marching  in  fronts  was  easily 
recognised,  and  announced  to  our  sentinel  the  return  of  the 
patrol.  Upon  their  approach  to  the  bridge,  the  challenge  and 
interchange  of  sign  and  countersign,  which  is  usual  on  such 
occasions,  took  place  in  due  form ;  and  as  Buddiph's  party  filed 
off  one  after  another  into  the  castle^  he  commanded  them  to 
wake  their  companicms,  with  whom  he  intended  to  renew  the 
patrol,  and  at  the  same  time  to  send  a  relief  to  Arthur 
Philipson,  whose  watch  on  the  bidge  was  now  ended.  This 
last  fact  was  confirmed  by  the  deep  and  distant  toll  of  the 
minster  clock  from  the  town  of  B&le^  which,  prolonging  its 
sullen  sound  over  field  and  forest^  announced  that  midnight 
was  past. 

*  And  now,  comrade^'  continued  Rudolph  to  the  Englishman, 
'have  the  cold  air  and  long  watch  determined  thee  to  retire  to 
food  and  rest,  or  dost  thou  still  hold  the  intention  of  partaking 
our  rounds)' 

In  very  truth  it  would  have  been  Arthur's  choice  to  have 
remained  in  the  place  where  he  was,  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  Anne  of  Geierstein's  return  from  her  mysterious 
excursion.  He  could  not  easily  have  found  an  excuse  for  thi% 
however,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  give  the  haughty  Donna> 
hugel  the  least  suspicion  that  he  was  inferior  in  hardihood,  or 
in  tiie  power  of  enduring  fatigue,  to  any  of  the  tall  mountaineers 
whose  companion  he  chanced  to  be  for  the  present.  He  did 
not^  therefore,  indulge  even  a  moment's  hesitation ;  but  while 
he  restored  the  borrowed  partisan  to  the  sluggish  Sigismund, 
who  came  from  the  castle  yawning  and  stretching  himself  like 
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one  whose  damben  had  been  broken  bj  no  welcome  BiunmonB 
when  they  were  deepest  and  sweetest^  he  acquainted  Rudolph 
that  he  retained  his  purpose  of  partaking  in  his  reconnoitring 
duty.  They  were  speedily  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  patrolling 
party,  amongst  whom  was  Budiger,  the  eldest  son  of  the 
Ijannamman  of  Unterwalden;  and  when,  led  by  the  Bernese 
champion,  they  had  reached  tine  skirts  of  the  forest^  Budolph 
commanded  three  of  them  to  attend  Budiger  Biederman. 

'Thou  wilt  make  thy  round  to  the  left  sidei'  said  the  Ber- 
nese, 'I  will  diawoflf  to  me  right;  see  thou  keepest  a  good  look- 
out»  and  we  will  meet  menily  at  the  place  appcnnted.  Take 
one  of  the  hounds  with  you.  I  will  keep  Wolf-fonger,  who  will 
open  on  a  Buigundian  as  readily  as  on  a  bear.' 

Budiger  moved  off  with  his  party  to  the  left»  according  to  the 
directions  receiyed ;  and  Budolph,  having  sent  forward  one  of 
his  number  in  front  and  stationed  another  in  the  rear,  com- 
manded the  third  to  follow  himself  and  Arthur  Philipson,  who 
thus  constituted  the  main  body  of  the  patrol.  Having  inti- 
mated to  their  immediate  attendant  to  keep  at  such  distance 
as  to  allow  them  freedom  of  conversation,  Budolph  addressed 
the  Englishman  with  the  familiarity  which  their  recent  friend- 
ship had  created.  'And  now,  King  Arthur,  what  thinks  the 
Majesty  of  England  of  our  Helvetian  youth)  Gould  they 
win  guerdon  in  tilt  or  tourney,  thinkest  thou,  noble  prince  t 
Or  would  they  rank  but  amongst  the  coward  knights  of 
Comouaillest'* 

'For  tilt  and  tourney  I  cannot  answer,'  said  Arthur,  sum- 
moning up  his  spirits  to  reply,  'because  I  never  beheld  one  of 
you  mounted  on  asteed,  or  having  spear  in  rest.  But  if  strong 
limbs  and  stout  hearts  axe  to  be  considered,  I  would  matdi  you 
Swiss  gallants  with  those  of  any  country  in  the  universe  where 
manhood  is  to  be  looked  for,  whether  it  be  in  heart  or  hand.' 

'Thou  speakest  us  fair;  and,  young  Englishman,'  said 
Budolph,  'know  that  we  think  as  highly  of  thee^  of  which  I 
will  presently  afibrd  thee  a  proof.  Thou  talked'st  but  now  of 
horses.  I  know  but  little  of  them ;  yet  I  judge  thou  wouldst 
not  buy  a  steed  which  thou  hadst  onlv  seen  covered  with 
trappings,  or  oicumbered  with  saddle  and  Inidle^  but  wouldst 
desire  to  look  at  him  when  stripped,  and  in  his  natural  state  of 
freedom  t' 

'Ay,  marry,  would  I,'  said  Arthur.     ' Thou  hast  spoken  on 

*  ThAehivmhrorOoniwidl  an  genmvUximdervalQed  In  tiie  Nonius  romuioei. 

Tto  cknsa  is  dilioalt  to  dJaoorer. 
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that  as  if  thou  faadst  been  bom  in  a  distriot  oalled  YoikBhire; 
which  men  oall  the  merriest  pert  of  Meny  England.' 

'Then  I  tell  thee,'  said  Budolph  Donnerhugel,  'that  thou 
hast  seen  our  Swiss  youth  but  half,  sinoe  thou  hast  observed 
them  as  yet  only  in  then*  submissive  attendance  upon  the  eldem 
of  their  cantons,  or,  at  most,  in  their  mountain  sports,  which, 
though  they  may  diow  men's  outward  strength  and  activity, 
can  throw  no  light  on  the  spirit  and  disposition  by  which  that 
strength  and  activity  are  to  be  guided  and  directed  in  matters 
of  high  enterprise.' 

The  Swiss  probably  designed  that  these  remarks  should 
excite  the  curiosity  of  the  stranger.  But  the  Englishman  had 
the  image,  look,  and  form  of  Anne  of  Geierstein,  as  she  had 
passed  tdm  in  the  silent  hours  of  lus  watch,  too  constantly 
before  him  to  enter  willingly  upon  a  subject  of  conversation 
totally  foreign  to  what  agitated  his  mind.  He,  therefore,  only 
compelled  himBelf  to  reply  in  civility,  that  he  had  no  doubt  his 
esteem  for  the  Swiss,  both  aged  and  young,  would  increase  in 
proportion  with  his  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  nation. 

He  was  then  silent ;  and  Donnerhugel,  disappointed,  perhaps, 
at  having  fedled  to  excite  his  curiosity,  walked  also  in  silence 
by  his  side.  Arthur,  meanwhile,  was  considering  with  himself 
whether  he  should  mention  to  his  companion  the  circumstance 
which  occupied  his  own  mind,  in  the  hope  that  the  kinsman  of 
Anne  of  Geierstem,  and  ancient  friend  of  her  house,  might  be 
able  to  throw  some  light  on  the  subject. 

But  he  felt  within  his  mind  an  insurmountable  objection  to 
converse  with  the  Swiss  on  a  subject  in  which  Anne  was  concemed. 
That  Rudolph  made  pretensions  to  her  favour  could  haidly  be 
doubted ;  and  though  Arthur,  had  the  question  been  put  to 
him,  must  in  common  consi8ten<r^  have  reidgned  all  competition 
on  the  subject,  still  he  could  not  bear  to  think  on  the  possibility 
of  his  rival's  success,  and  would  not  willingly  have  endured  to 
hear  him  pronounce  her  name. 

Perhaps  it  was  owing  to  this  secret  irritability  that  Arthur, 
though  he  made  every  effort  to  conceal  and  to  overcome  the 
sensation,  still  felt  a  secret  dislike  to  Rudolph  Donnerhugel, 
whose  frank,  but  somewhat  coarse,  familiarity  was  mingled  with 
a  certain  air  of  protection  and  patronage,  which  the  Englishman 
thought  was  by  no  means  called  for.  He  met  the  openness  of 
the  Bernese,  indeed,  with  equal  frankness,  but  he  was  ever  and 
anon  tempted  to  reject  or  repel  the  tone  of  superiority  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.    The  circumstances  of  their  duel 
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had  g^yen  the  Swiss  no  ground  for  such  triumph;  nor  did 
Arthur  feel  himself  included  in  that  roll  of  the  Swiss  youth 
over  whom  Rudolph  exercised  domination,  by  general  consent. 
So  little  did  Philipson  relish  this  affectation  of  superiority,  that 
the  poor  jest  that  termed  him  King  Arthur,  although  quite 
indifferent  to  him  when  applied  by  any  of  the  Biedermans,  was 
rather  ofiensiye  when  Rudolph  took  the  same  liberty;  so  that 
he  often  found  himself  in  the  awkward  condition  of  one  who  is 
intemaUy  irritated,  without  having  any  outward  manner  of 
testifying  it  with  propriety.  Undoubtedly,  the  root  of  all  thia 
tacit  dislike  to  the  young  Bernese  was  a  feeling  of  rivalry ;  but 
it  was  a  feeling  which  Arthur  dared  not  avow  even  to  himself. 
It  was  sufficiently  powerful,  however,  to  suppress  the  slight  in- 
clination he  had  felt  to  speak  with  Rudolph  on  the  passage  of 
the  night  which  had  most  interested  him ;  and  as  the  topic  of 
conversation  introduced  by  his  companion  had  been  sufiered  to 
drop,  they  walked  on  side  by  side  in  silence,  '  with  the  beard 
on  the  shoulder,'  as  the  Spaniard  says — ^looking  round,  that  iB, 
on  all  hands — and  thus  performing  the  duty  of  a  vigilant  watoh. 

At  length,  after  they  had  walked  nearly  a  mile  through 
forest  and  field,  making  a  circuit  around  the  ruins  of  Graffis- 
lust,  of  such  an  extent  as  to  leave  no  room  for  an  ambush 
betwixt  them  and  the  plaee,  the  old  hound,  led  by  the  vidette 
who  waa  foremost,  stopped  and  uttered  a  low  growl. 

'  How  now,  Wolf-fanger  I '  said  Rudolph,  advancing.  *  What^ 
old  fellow !  dost  thou  not  know  friends  from  foest  Come, 
what  sayest  thou,  on  better  thoughts!  Thou  must  not  lose 
character  in  thy  old  age ;  try  it  again.' 

The  dog  raised  his  head,  snuffed  the  air  all  around,  as  if  he 
understood  what  his  master  had  said,  then  shook  his  head  and 
tail,  as  if  answering  to  his  voice. 

'Why,  thero  it  is  now,'  said  Donnerhugel,  patting  the 
animal's  sha^^  back;  'second  thoughts  are  worth  gold :  thou 
seest  it  is  a  friend  after  all.' 

The  dog  again  shook  his  tail,  and  moved  forward  with  the 
same  unconcern  as  before;  Rudolph  fell  back  into  his  place, 
and  his  companion  said  to  him — 

'We  aro  about  to  meet  Rudiger  and  our  companions,  I 
suppose,  and  the  dog  hears  their  footsteps,  though  we  cannot.' 

'It  can  scarcely  yet  be  Rudiger,'  said  the  Bernese:  'his 
walk  around  the  castle  is  of  a  wider  ciroumf erence  than  ours. 
Some  one  approaches,  however,  for  Wolf-fanger  is  again  dis- 
satisfied.   Look  sharply  out  on  all  sides.' 
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Afl  Rudblph  gave  hia  partj  tiie  word  to  be  on  the  alerts  they 
reached  an  open  glade,  in  which  were  ecattered,  at  ocmBider- 
able  distance  ftom  each  other,  aome  old  pine-trees  of  gigantio 
sise,  which  seemed  jet  huger  and  blacker  than  ordinary,  from 
their  broad  sable  tops  and  shattered  branches  bdng  displayed 
against  the  dear  and  white  moonlight.  *We  shall  here,  at 
least,'  said  the  Swiss,  'have  the  adyantage  of  seeing  dearly 
whatever  approaches.  But  I  judge,'  said  he,  after  looking 
around  for  a  minute,  'it  is  but  some  wolf  or  deer  that  has 
crossed  our  path,  and  the  scent  disturbs  the  hound.  Hold — 
stop— yes,  it  must  be  so— he  goes  on.' 

The  dog  accordingly  proceeded,  after  having  given  some 
signs  of  doubti  uncertainty,  and  even  anxiety.  Apparently, 
however,  he  became  reconciled  to  what  had  disturbed  him, 
and  proceeded  once  more  in  the  ordinary  manner. 

'This  is  singular!'  said  Arthur  Philipson;  'and,  to  my 
thinking,  I  saw  an  object  close  by  yonder  patch  of  thicket, 
where,  as  well  as  I  can  guess,  a  few  thorn  and  hasd  bushes 
surround  the  stems  of  four  or  five  large  trees.' 

'My  eye  has  been  on  that  very  thidiet  for  these  five 
minutes  past,  and  I  saw  nothing,'  said  Rudolph. 

'Nay,  but,'  answered  the  young  Englishman,  'I  saw  the 
object,  whatever  it  was,  while  you  were  engaged  in  attending 
to  the  dog.  And  by  your  permission,  I  will  forward  and 
examine  the  spot.' 

'Were  you,  strictly  speaking,  under  my  command,'  said 
Donnerhugd,  'I  would  command  you  to  keep  your  place.  If 
they  be  foes,  it  is  essential  that  we  should  remain  together. 
But  you  are  a  volunteer  in  our  watch,  and  therefore  may  use 
your  freedom.' 

'  I  thank  you,'  answered  Arthur,  and  sprung  quickly  forward. 

He  felt,  indeed,  at  the  moment,  that  he  was  not  acting 
oourteoudy  as  an  individual,  nor  perhaps  correctly  as  a  soldier; 
and  that  he  ought  to  have  renderod  obedience,  for  the  time,  to 
the  captain  of  the  party  in  which  he  had  enlisted  himself. 
But|  on  the  other  hand,  the  object  which  he  bad  seen,  though 
at  a  distance  and  imperfectly,  seemed  to  bear  a  resemblance  to 
the  retiring  form  of  Anne  of  Geierstein,  as  she  had  vanished 
from  his  eyes,  an  hour  or  two  before,  under  the  cover  of  the 
forest ;  and  his  ungovernable  curiosity  to  ascertain  whether  it 
might  not  be  the  maiden  in  person  allowed  him  to  listen  to 
no  other  consideration. 

Ere  Rudolph  had  spoken  out  his  few  words  of  reply,  Arthur 
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was  half-way  to  the  thicket  It  was,  as  it  had  seemed  at  a 
distance,  of  small  extent^  and  not  fitted  to  hide  any  person 
who  did  not  actually  couch  down  amongst  the  dwarf  Bushes 
and  underwood.  Anything  white,  also,  which  bore  the  human 
size  and  form,  must^  he  thought,  have  been  discovered  among 
the  dark-red  stems  and  swarthy-coloured  bushes  which  were 
before  him.  These  observations  were  mingled  with  other 
thoughts.  If  it  was  Anne  of  Geierstein  whom  he  had  a  second 
time  seen,  she  must  have  left  the  more  open  path,  desirous 
probably  of  avoiding  notice ;  and  what  right  or  title  had  he  to 
direct  upon  her  the  observation  of  the  patrolY  He  had,  he 
thought^  observed  that  in  general  the  maiden  rather  repelled 
than  encouraged  the  attentions  of  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  j  or, 
where  it  would  have  been  discourteous  to  have  rejected  them 
entirely^  that  she  endured  without  encouraging  them.  What, 
then,  could  be  the  propriety  of  his  intruding  upon  her  private 
walk,  singular,  indeed,  from  time  and  place,  but  which,  on  that 
account,  she  might  be  more  desirous  to  keep  secret  from  the 
observation  of  one  who  was  disagreeable  to  her)  Nay,  was  it 
not  possible  that  Rudolph  might  derive  advantage  to  his 
otherwise  unacceptable  suit  by  possessing  the  knowledge  of 
something  which  the  maiden  desired  to  be  concealed  Y 

As  these  thoughts  pressed  upon  him,  Arthur  made  a  pause, 
with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  thicket^  from  which  he  was  now 
scarce  thirty  yards  distant ;  and  although  scrutinising  it  with 
aU  the  keen  accuracy  which  his  uncertainty  and  anxiety 
dictated,  he  was  actuated  by  a  strong  feeling  that  it  would 
be  wisest  to  turn  back  to  his  companions,  and  report  to 
Rudolph  that  his  eyes  had  deceived  him. 

But,  while  he  was  yet  undecided  whether  to  advance  or 
return,  the  object  which  he  had  seen  became  again  visible  on 
the  veige  of  tiie  thicket,  and  advanced  straight  towards  him, 
bearing,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  the  exact  dress  and  figure 
of  Anne  of  Geierstein !  This  vision — for  the  time,  place,  and 
suddenness  of  the  appeaiance  made  it  seem  rather  an  illusion 
than  a  reality — struck  Arthur  with  surprise,  which  amounted 
to  terror.  The  figure  passed  within  a  spear's-length,  unchal- 
lenged by  him,  and  giving  not  the  slightest  sign  of  recognition ; 
and,  directing  its  course  to  the  right  hand  of  Rudolph  and  the 
two  or  three  who  were  with  him,  was  again  lost  among  the 
broken  ground  and  bushes. 

Once  more  the  young  man  was  reduced  to  a  state  of  the 
moat  inextricable  doubt ;  nor  was  he  roused  from  the  stupor 
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into  which  he  waa  thrown  till  the  Toioe  of  the  BerneBe  sonnded 
in  his  ear — 'Why,  how  now,  King  Arthur;  art  thou  asleep,  or 
art  thoa  wounded!' 

'Neither,'  said  Philipson,  colleoting  himself;  'only  much 
surprised.' 

'  Surprised  1  and  at  what,  most  royal ' 

'Forbear  foolery,'  said  Arthur,  somewhat  sternly,  'and 
answer  as  thou  art  a  man — ^Did  she  not  meet  theef — didiBt  thou 
not  see  her?' 

'  See  her ! — see  whom  ? '  said  Donnerhugel.  '  I  saw  no  one. 
And  I  could  have  sworn  you  had  seen  no  one  either,  for  I  had 
you  in  my  eye  the  whole  time  of  your  absence,  excepting  two 
or  three  moments.  If  you  saw  aught,  why  gave  you  not  the 
alarm}' 

'  Because  it  was  only  a  woman,'  answered  Arthur,  faintly. 

'Only  a  woman  1'  repeated  Rudolph,  in  a  tone  of  contempt. 
'By  my  honest  word.  King  Arthur,  if  I  had  not  seen  pretty 
flashes  of  valour  fly  from  thee  at  times,  I  should  be  apt  to 
think  that  thou  hadst  only  a  woman's  courage  thyself.  Strange, 
that  a  shadow  by  night,  or  a  precipice  in  the  day,  should  quell 
80  bold  a  spirit  as  thou  hast  often  shown ' 

'And  as  I  will  ever  show,  when  occasion  demands  it,'  inter- 
rupted the  Englishman,  with  recoyered  spirit.  '  But  I  swear  to 
you  that,  if  I  be  now  daunted,  it  is  by  no  merely  earthly  fears 
that  my  mind  hath  been  for  a  moment  subdued.' 

'Let  us  proceed  on  our  walk,'  said  Rudolph :  'we  must  not 
neglect  the  safety  of  our  friends.  This  appearance  of  which 
thou  speakest  may  be  but  a  trick  to  interrupt  our  dul^.' 

They  moved  on  through  the  moonlight  glades.  A  minute's 
reflection  restored  young  Philipson  to  his  full  recollection,  and 
with  that  to  the  painful  consciousness  that  he  had  played  a 
ridiculous  and  unworthy  part  in  the  presence  of  the  person 
whom  (of  the  male  sex,  at  least)  he  would  the  very  last  have 
chosen  as  a  witness  of  his  weakness. 

He  ran  hastily  over  the  relaticHis  which  stood  betwixt  him- 
self, Donnerhugel,  the  Landamman,  his  niece,  and  the  rest  of 
that  family ;  and,  contrary  to  the  opinion  which  he  had  enter- 
tained but  a  short  while  before,  setUed  in  his  own  mind  that  it 
was  his  duly  to  mention  to  the  immediate  leader  under  whom 
he  had  placed  himself  the  appearance  which  he  had  twice 
observed  in  the  course  of  that  night's  duty.  There  might  be 
family  circumstances — ^the  payment  of  a  vow,  perhaps,  or  some 
such  reason — ^which  might  render  intelligible  to  her  connexions 
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the  behaviour  of  this  young  lady.  Besides,  he  vae  for  the 
present  a  soldier  on  dul^,  and  these  mysteries  might  be 
fraught  with  eyils  to  be  anticipated  or  gpiaxded  against;  in 
either  ease,  his  oompanions  were  entitled  to  be  made  aware  of 
what  he  had  seen.  It  must  be  supposed  that  this  resolution 
was  adopted  when  the  sense  of  duty,  and  of  shame  for  the 
weakness  which  he  had  exhibited,  had  for  the  moment  subdued 
Arthur's  personal  feelings  towards  Anne  of  Qeierstein — ^feelings, 
also,  liable  to  be  chilled  by  the  mysterious  imoertainty  which 
the  events  of  that  eyening  had  cast,  like  a  thick  mist,  around 
the  object  of  them. 

While  the  Englishman's  reflections  were  taking  this  turn, 
his  captain  or  compani<Hi,  after  a  silence  of  several  minutes,  at 
length  addressed  him. 

^I  believe,'  he  said,  'my  dear  comrade,  that,  as  being  at 
present  your  officer,  I  have  some  title  to  hear  from  you  the 
report  of  what  you  have  just  now  seen,  since  it  must  be  some- 
thing of  importance  which  could  so  strongly  agitate  a  mind  so 
firm  as  yours.  But  if,  in  your  own  opinion,  it  consists  with  the 
general  safety  to  delay  your  report  of  what  you  have  seen  until 
we  return  to  the  castle,  and  then  to  deliver  it  to  the  private 
ear  of  the  Landamman,  you  have  only  to  intimate  your 
purpose;  and^iar  from  urging  you. to  place  confidence  in  me 
personally,  though  I  hope  I  am  not  undeserving  of  it,  I  will 
authorise  your  leaving  us,  and  returning  instantly  to  the 
castle.' 

This  proposal  touched  him  to  whom  it  was  made  exactly  in 
the  right  place.  An  absolute  demand  of  his  confidence  might 
perhaps  have  been  declined;  the  tone  of  moderate  request 
and  conciliation  fell  presently  in  with  the  Englishman's  own 
reflections. 

'I  am  sensible,'  he  said,  'hauptman,  that  I  ought  to  mention 
to  you  that  which  I  have  seen  to-night ;  but  on  the  first  occa* 
wm  it  did  not  fall  within  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  now  that  I 
have  a  second  time  witnessed  the  same  appearance,  I  have  felt 
for  these  few  seconds  so  much  surprised  at  what  I  have  seen, 
that  even  yet  I  can  scarce  find  words  to  express  it.' 

'As  I  cannot  guess  what  you  may  have  to  say,'  replied  the 
Bernese,  '  I  must  beseech  you  to  be  explicit.  We  are  but  poor 
readers  of  riddles,  we  thick-headed  Switzers.' 

'Tet  it  is  but  a  riddle  which  I  have  to  place  before  you, 
Rudolph  Donnerhugel,'  answered  the  Englishman,  '  and  a  riddle 
which  is  far  beyond  my  own  guessing  at.'    He  then  proceeded. 
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though  not  without  hedtaticm,  'While  you  were  perfomning 
your  first  patrol  amongst  the  ruins,  a  female  crossed  the 
bridge  from  within  the  castle,  walked  by  my  post  without 
saying  a  single  word,  and  TaniBJied  under  the  shadows  of  the 
forest. 

'Ha  1'  ezdaimed  Donnerhugel,  and  made  no  further  answer. 

Arthur  proceeded.  'Withm  these  five  minutes,  the  same 
female  form  passed  me  a  second  time,  issuing  from  the  little 
thicket  and  dump  of  firs,  and  disappeared,  without  exchanging 
a  word.  Slnow,  farther,  this  apparition  bore  the  fonn,  face, 
gait,  and  dress  of  your  kinswoman,  Anne  of  Qeierstein.' 

'Singular  enough,'  said  Rudolph,  in  a  tone  of  inoreduHty. 
'I  must  not,  I  suppose,  dispute  your  word,  for  you  would 
receive  doubt  on  my  part  as  a  mortal  injury — such  is  your 
Northern  chivalry.  Yet,  let  me  say,  I  have  eyes  as  well  as  you, 
and  I  scarce  think  they  quitted  you  for  a  minute.  We  were 
not  fifty  yards  from  the  place  where  I  found  you  standing  in 
amasement.  How,  therefore,  should  not  we  also  have  seen 
that  which  you  say  and  think  you  saw  1  * 

'To  that  I  can  give  no  answer,'  said  Arthur,  'Perhaps 
your  eyes  were  not  exactly  turned  upon  me  during  the  short 
space  in  which  I  saw  this  form.  Perhaps  it  mi^t  be  visible — 
as  they  say  fantastic  appearances  sometimes  are — ^to  only  one 
person  at  a  time.' 

'  You  suppose^  then,  that  the  appearance  was  imaginary  or 
fantastic  t '  said  the  Bernese. 

'Oan  I  tell  youf  replied  the  Englishman.  'The  church 
gives  its  warrant  that  there  are  such  things ;  and  surely  it  is 
more  natural  to  believe  this  apparition  to  be  an  illusion  than 
to  suppose  that  Anne  of  Geierstein,  a  gentle  and  well-nurtured 
maiden,  should  be  traversing  the  woods  at  this  wild  hour,  when 
safety  and  propriety  so  strongly  recommend  her  being  within 
doors.' 

'There  is  much  in  what  you  say,'  said  Budolph;  'and  yet 
there  are  stories  afloat,  though  few  care  to  mention  them, 
which  seem  to  allege  that  Anne  of  Qeierstein  is  not  altogether 
such  as  other  maidens;  and  that  she  has  been  met  with,  in 
body  and  spirit,  where  ihe  could  hardly  have  come  by  her  own 
unassisted  efibrts.' 

'Ha  1 '  said  Arthur;  'so  young,  so  beautiful,  and  already  in 
league  with  the  destroyer  of  mankind !     It  is  impossible.' 

'I  said  not  so,'  replied  the  Bernese;  'nor  have  I  leisure  at 
present  to  explain  my  meaning  more  fully.    As  we  return  to 
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the  castle  of  GnfisluBt^  I  may  have  an  opportunity  to  tell  you 
more.  But  I  chiefly  brought  you  on  this  patrol  to  introduce 
you  to  some  friends,  whom  you  will  be  pleased  to  know,  and 
who  desire  your  acquaintance ;  and  it  is  here  I  expect  to  meet 
them* 

So  saying,  he  turned  round  the  projecting  comer  of  a  rock, 
and  an  unexpected  scene  Was  presented  to  the  eyes  of  the 
young  Englishman. 

In  a  sort  of  nook,  or  comer,  screened  by  the  rocky  projec- 
tion, there  burned  a  lazge  fire  of  wood,  and  around  it  sat^ 
reclined,  or  lay,  twelve  or  fifteen  young  men  in  the  Swiss  garb, 
but  decorated  with  ornaments  and  embroideiy,  which  reflected 
back  the  light  of  the  fire.  The  same  red  gleam  was  returned 
by  silver  wine-cups,  which  circulated  from  hand  to  hand  with 
the  flasks  which  filled  them.  Arthur  could  also  observe  the 
relics  of  a  banquet,  to  which  due  honour  seemed  to  have  been 
lately  rendered. 

The  revellers  started  joyfully  up  at  the  sight  of  Donner- 
hugel  and  his  companions,  and  saluted  him,  easily  distinguished 
as  he  was  by  his  stature,  by  the  title  of  captam,  warmly  and 
exultingly  uttered,  while,  at  the  same  time,  oven^  tendency  to 
noisy  acclamation  was  cautiously  suppressed.  The  zeal  indi- 
cated that  Budolph  came  most  welcome ;  the  caution  that  he 
came  in  secret,  and  was  to  be  received  with  mystery. 

To  the  general  greeting  he  answered — 'I  thank  you,  my 
brave  comrades.     Has  Rudiger  yet  reached  you  f ' 

^Thou  see'st  he  has  not,'  said  one  of  &e  party;  'had  it 
been  so,  we  would  have  detained  him  here  till  your  coming, 
brave  captain.' 

*  He  has  loitered  on  his  patrol,'  said  the  Bernese.  'We,  too^ 
were  delayed,  vet  we  are  here  before  him.  I  bring  with  me, 
comrades,  the  Drove  Englishman  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  as 
a  desiroble  associate  in  our  daring  purpose.' 

*  He  is  welcome — ^most  welcome  to  us,'  said  a  young  man, 
whose  richly  embroidered  dress  of  asure  blue  gave  him  an  air 
of  authority — 'most  welcome  is  he,  if  he  brings  with  him  a 
heart  and  a  hand  to  serve  our  noble  task.' 

*  For  both  I  will  be  responsible,'  said  Rudolph.  '  Pass  the 
wine-cup,  then,  to  the  success  of  our  glorious  enterprise,  and 
the  healtii  of  this  our  new  associate ! ' 

While  they  were  replenishing  the  cups  with  wine  of  a 
quality  far  superior  to  any  which  Arthur  had  yet  tasted  in  these 
regions,  he  thought  it  right,  before  engaging  himself  in  the 
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pledge,  to  learn  tixe  secret  object  of  the  aasociatioii  wiuch 
seemed  desirous  of  adopting  him. 

'  Before  I  engage  my  poor  services  to  you,  fair  sirs,  since  it 
pleases  you  to  desire  them,  permit  me,'  he  said,  'to  ask  the 
purpose  and  character  of  the  undertaking  in  which  they  are  to 
be  employed)' 

'  Shouldst  thou  have  brought  him  hither,'  said  the  cayalier 
in  blue  to  Rudolph,  'without  satisfying  him  and  thyself  on 
that  point?' 

'Care  not  thou  about  it|  Laurens,'  replied  the  Bernese,  'I 
know  my  man.  Be  it  known,  then,  to  you,  my  good  friend,' 
he  continued,  addressing  the  Englishman,  '  that  my  comrades 
and  I  are  determined  at  once  to  declare  the  freedom  of  the 
Swiss  commerce,  and  to  resist  to  the  death,  if  it  be  necessary, 
all  unlawful  and  extortionate  demands  on  the  part  of  our 
neighbours.' 

'I  understand  so  much,'  said  the  young  Englishman,  'and 
that  the  present  deputation  proceeds  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
with  remonstrances  to  that  effect' 

'Hear  me,'  replied  Rudolph.  'The  question  is  like  to  be 
brought  to  a  bloody  determination  long  ere  we  see  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy's  most  august  and  most  gracious  countenance. 
That  his  influence  should  be  used  to  exclude  us  from  BAle,  a 
neutral  town,  and  pertaining  to  the  Empire,  gives  us  cause  to  ex- 
pect the  worst  reception  when  we  enter  his  own  dominions.  We 
have  even  reason  to  think  that  we  might  have  suffered  from  his 
hatred  already,  but  for  the  vigilance  of  the  ward  which  we  have 
kept.  Horsemen,  from  the  direction  of  La  Ferette,  have  this 
night  reconnoitred  our  posts ;  and  had  they  not  found  us  pre- 
piued,  we  had,  without  question,  been  attacked  in  our  quarters. 
But  since  we  have  escaped  to-night^  we  must  take  care  for 
to-morrow.  For  this  purpose,  a  number  of  the  bravest  youth 
of  the  city  of  BAle,  incensed  at  the  pusillanimity  of  their 
magistrates,  are  determined  to  join  us,  in  order  to  wipe  away 
the  disgrace  which  the  cowardly  inhospitality  of  their  magistracy 
has  brought  on  their  native  place.' 

'That  we  will  do  ere  the  sun,  that  will  rise  two  hours  hence, 
shall  sink  into  the  western  sky,'  said  the  oavalier  in  blue ;  and 
those  around  joined  him  in  stem  assent 

'  (Gentle  sirs,'  replied  Arthur,  when  there  was  a  pause,  '  let 
me  remind  you  that  the  embassy  which  you  attend  is  a  peace- 
ful one,  and  that  those  who  act  as  its  escort  ought  to  avoid 
anything  which  can  augment  the  dififorences  which  it  comes  to 
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reconcile.  Tou  cannot  expect  to  receive  offence  in  the  Duke's 
dominionB,  the  privileges  of  envoys  being  respected  in  all  civilised 
countries ;  and  you  will,  I  am  sure,  desire  to  ofier  none.' 

'We  may  be  subjected  to  insult,  however,'  replied  the 
Bernese,  'and  that  through  your  concerns,  Arthur  Philipson, 
and  those  of  thy  father.' 

'I  understand  you  not,'  replied  Philipson. 

'Tour  father,'  answered  Donnerhugel,  'is  a  merchant,  and 
bears  with  him  wares  of  small  bulk  but  high  value?' 

'He  does  so,'  answered  Arthur;  'and  what  of  that) ' 

'  Many,'  answered  Rudolph,  '  that,  if  it  be  not  better  looked 
to^  the  Bandog  of  Burgmidy  is  like  to  fall  heir  to  a  huge  pro- 
portion of  your  silks,  satms,  and  jewelleiy  work.' 

'Silks,  satins,  and  jewels  1'  exclaimed  another  of  the 
revellers ;  '  such  wares  will  not  pass  toll-free  where  Archibald 
of  Hagenbach  hath  authority.* 

'  Fair  sirs,'  resumed  Arthur,  after  a  moment's  consideration, 
'  these  wares  are  my  Other's  property,  not  mine ;  and  it  is  for 
him,  not  me,  to  pronoimce  how  much  of  them  he  might  be  con- 
tent to  part  with  in  the  way  of  toll,  lather  than  give  occasion 
to  a  fray,  in  which  his  companions,  who  have  received  him  into 
their  society,  must  be  exposed  to  injury  as  well  as  himself.  I 
can  only  say,  that  he  has  weighty  a&irs  at  the  court  of  Bur- 
gundy, which  must  render  him  dedrous  of  reaching  it  in  peace 
with  all  men;  and  it  is  my  private  bdief  that,  rather  than 
incur  the  loss  and  danger  of  a  broil  with  the  garrison  of  La 
Ferette,  he  would  be  contented  to  sacrifice  all  the  properiy 
which  he  has  at  present  with  him.  Therefore,  I  must  request 
of  you,  gentlemen,  a  space  to  consult  his  pleasure  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  assuring  you  that,  if  it  be  his  will  to  resist  the  payment 
of  these  duties  to  Buigundy,  you  shall  find  in  me  one  who  is 
fully  determined  to  fight  to  the  last  drop  of  his  blood.' 

'Good  King  Arthur,'  said  Budolph,  'thou  art  a  dutiful 
observer  of  the  Fourth  [Fifth]  Commandment,  and  thy  days  shall 
be  long  in  the  land.  Do  not  suppose  us  neglectful  of  the  same 
duty,  although,  for  the  present,  we  conceive  ourselves  bound, 
in  the  first  place^  to  attend  to  the  weal  of  our  country,  the 
common  parent  of  our  lathers  and  ourselves.  But,  as  you  know 
our  profound  respect  for  the  Landamman,  you  need  not  fear 
that  we  shall  willingly  offer  him  offence,  by  rashly  engaging  in 
hostilities,  or  .without  some  weighty  reason ;  and  an  attempt 
to  plunder  his  guest  would  have  been  met,  on  his  part,  with 
resistance  to  the  death.    I  had  hoped  to  find  both  you  and 
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your  father  prompt  enough  to  resent  such  a  gross  injuiy. 
Nevertheless,  if  your  father  inclines  to  present  his  fleece  to  be 
shorn  by  Archibald  of  Hagenbach,  whose  scissors,  he  will  find, 
clip  pretty  closely,  it  would  be  unnecessaiy  and  undyil  in  us 
to  interpose.  Meantime,  you  have  the  advantage  of  knowing 
that,  in  case  the  governor  of  La  Ferette  should  be  disposed  to 
strip  you  of  skin  as  well  as  fleece,  there  are  more  men  close  at 
hand  than  you  looked  for,  whom  you  will  find  both  able  and 
willing  to  render  you  prompt  assistance.' 

*  On  these  terms,'  said  the  Englishman,  '  I  make  my  acknow- 
ledgments to  these  gentlemen  of  B&le,  or  whatever  other  country 
hath  sent  them  forth,  and  pledge  them  in  a  brotherly  cup  to 
our  farther  and  more  intimate  acquaintance.' 

'Health  and  prosperity  to  the  United  Cantons  and  their 
friends!'  answered  the  Blue  CSavalier.  *And  death  and  con- 
fusion to  all  besides.' 

The  cups  were  replenished ;  and,  instead  of  a  shout  of  ap- 
plause, the  young  men  around  testified  their  devoted  determina- 
tion to  the  cause  which  was  thus  announced  by  grasping  each 
other^s  hands,  and  then  bnmdishing  their  weapons  with  a  fierce 
yet  noiseless  gesture. 

'Thus,'  said  Rudolph  Donneihugel,  ^our  illustaious  ances- 
tors, the  fathers  of  Swiss  independence,  met  in  the  immortal 
field  of  Rutli,  between  Uri  and  Untorwalden.  Thus  they  swore 
to  each  other,  under  the  blue  firmament  of  heaven,  that  they 
would  restore  the  liberty  of  their  oppressed  countiy ;  and  history 
can  toll  how  well  they  kept  their  word.' 

'And  she  shall  record,'  said  the  Blue  Cavalier,  'how  well 
the  present  Switsers  can  preserve  the  freedom  which  thdr 
&thers  won.  Proceed  in  your  rounds,  good  Rudolph,  and  be 
assured  that^  at  the  signu  of  the  hauptman,  the  soldiers  will 
not  be  far  absent;  aU  is  arranged  as  formerly,  unless  you  have 
new  orders  to  give  us.' 

'Hark  thee  hither,  Laurens,'  said  Rudolph  to  the  Blue 
Cavalier ;  and  Arthur  could  hear  him  say,  '  Beware,  my  friend, 
that  the  Rhine  wine  be  not  abused ;  if  tnere  is  too  much  pro- 
vision of  it,  manage  to  destroy  the  flasks — a  mule  may  stumble^ 
thou  knowest^  or  so.  Give  not  way  to  Rudiger  in  this.  He  is 
grown  a  winebibber  since  he  joined  us.  We  must  bring  both 
heart  and  hand  to  what  may  be  done  to-morrow.'  They  then 
whispered  so  low  that  Arthur  could  hear  nothing  of  their 
farther  conference,  and  bid  each  other  adieu,  aft^  dasping 
hands,  as  if  they  were  renewing  some  solemn  pledge  of  union. 
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RudolpK  and  iuB  party  then  moved  forwaid,  and  were  scarce 
<mt  of  aight  of  their  new  aflsodates,  when  the  vidette,  or  fore- 
moat  of  their  patrol,  gave  the  sig^l  of  alarm.  Arthur's 
heart  leaped  to  hia  lipa.  '  It  is  Anne  of  Geierstein ! '  he  said 
internally. 

'The  dogs  are  silent^'  said  the  Bernese.  'Those  who  ap- 
proach moat  be  the  companions  of  our  watch.' 

Thej  proved,  accordingly,  to  be  Rndiger  and  his  party,  who, 
halting  on  the  appearance  of  their  comnides,  made  and  under- 
went a  formal  challenge — such  advance  had  the  Swiss  already 
made  in  military  discipline,  which  was  but  little  and  rudely 
studied  by  the  infantry  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  Arthur 
could  hear  Rudolph  take  his  friend  Rndiger  to  task  for  not 
meeting  him  at  the  haltang^place  appointed.  '  It  leads  to  new 
leveliy  on  your  arrival,'  he  said,  'and  tomonow  must  find  us 
cool  and  determined.' 

'Cool  as  an  icicle,  noble  hauptman,'  answered  the  son  of 
the  Tiftndamman,  '  and  detecmined  as  the  rock  it  hangs  upon.' 

Rudolph  again  vecomDmeiided  temperance,  and  the  voung 
Biederman  promised  compliance.  The  two  parties  passed  each 
other  with  friendly  though  silent  greeting ;  and  there  was  soon 
a  considerable  distance  between  them. 

The  country  waa  more  open  on  the  side  of  the  castle  around 
which  thdr  duty  now  led  them  than  where  it  lay  opposite  to 
the  principal  gate.  The  glades  were  broad,  the  trees  thinly 
scattered  over  pasture-land,  and  there  were  no  thickets,  ravines, 
or  similar  places  of  ambush,  so  that  the  eye  mighty  in  the  clear 
moonlight,  well  command  the  country. 

'  Here,'  said  Rudolph,  '  we  may  judge  ourselves  secure  enough 
for  some  conference ;  and  therefore  may  I  ask  thee,  Arthur  of 
England,  now  thou  hast  seen  us  more  closely,  what  thinkest 
thou  of  the  Switoer  youth?  If  thou  hast  learned  less  than  I 
could  have  wished,  thank  thine  own  uncommunicative  temper, 
which  retired  in  some  degree  from  our  confidence.' 

'  Only  in  so  far  as  I  could  not  have  answered,  and  therefore , 
ought  not  to  have  received,  it,'  said  Arthur.  'The  judgment 
I  have  been  enabled  to  form  amounts,  in  few  words,  to  this : 
Tour  purposes  are  lofty  and  noble  as  your  mountains ;  but  the 
stranger  from  the  low  country  is  not  accustomed  to  tread 
the  circuitous  path  by  which  you  ascend  them.  My  foot  has 
been  always  accustomed  to  move  straight  forward  upon  the 
greensward.' 

'You  speak  in  riddles,'  answered  the  Bernese. 
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'Not  80,'  returned  the  Engluihman.  'I  think  you  ought 
plainly  to  mention  to  your  seniorB — the  nominal  leaders  of 
young  men  who  seem  well  disposed  to  take  their  own  road — 
that  you  expect  an  attack  in  the  neighbourhood  of  La  Ferette, 
and  hope  for  assistance  from  some  of  the  townsmen  of  B&le.' 

'  Ay,  truly/  answered  Donnerhugel ;  '  and  the  Landamman 
would  stop  his  journey  till  he  despatched  a  messenger  for  a 
safe-conduct  to  the  Duke  of  Buigundy,  and  should  he  grant 
it,  there  were  an  end  of  all  hope  of  war.' 

*  True,'  replied  Arthur ;  '  but  the  Tiandamman  would  thereby 
obtain  his  own  principal  object^  and  the  sole  purpose  of  the 
mission — that  is,  the  establishment  of  peace.' 

'  Peace — ^peace ! '  answered  the  Bernese  hastily.  '  Were  my 
wishes  alone  to  be  opposed  to  those  of  Arnold  Biederman,  I 
know  so  much  of  his  honour  and  faith,  I  respect  so  highly  his 
Talour  and  patriotism,  that  at  his  voice  I  would  sheathe  my 
sword,  even  if  my  most  mortal  enemy  stood  before  me.  But 
mine  is  not  the  single  wish  of  a  single  man :  the  whole  of  my 
canton  and  that  of  Soleure  are  determined  on  war.  It  was 
by  war,  noble  war,  that  our  fathers  came  forth  from  the  house 
of  their  captivity ;  it  was  by  war,  successful  and  glorious  war, 
that  a  race,  who  had  been  held  soaix^e  so  much  worth  thinking 
on  as  the  oxen  which  they  goaded,  emerged  at  once  into  liberty 
and  consequence,  and  were  honoured  because  they  were  feared, 
as  much  as  they  had  been  formerly  despised  because  they  were 
unresistinff.' 

'This  may  be  all  very  true,'  said  the  young  Englishman; 
'but,  in  my  opinion,  the  object  of  your  mission  has  been 
determined  by  your  Diet  or  House  of  Commons.  They  have 
resolved  to  send  you  with  others  as  measengers  of  peace;  but  you 
are  secretly  blowing  the  coals  of  war,  and  while  all,  or  most,  of 
your  senior  colleagues  are  setting  out  to-morrow  in  expectation 
of  a  peaceful  journey,  you  stand  prepared  for  a  combat,  and 
look  for  the  means  of  giving  cause  for  it.' 

'  And  is  it  not  well  that  I  do  stand  so  prepared  ? '  answered 
Rudolph.  'If  our  reception  in  Burgundy's  dependencies  be 
peaceful,  as  you  say  the  rest  of  the  deputation  expect^  my 
precautions  will  be  needless ;  but  at  least  tiiey  can  do  no  harm. 
If  it  prove  otherwise,  I  shall  be  the  means  of  averting  a  great 
misfortune  from  my  colleagues,  my  kinsman  Arnold  Biederman, 
my  fair  cousin  Anne,  your  father,  yourself — ^from  aU  of  us,  in 
short,  who  are  joyously  travelling  together.' 

Arthur  shook  his  head.     'There  is  something  in  aU  this,' 
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he  saidi  'which  I  understand  not^  and  will  not  seek  to  under- 
stand. I  only  piay  that  you  will  not  make  my  father's 
ooneems  the  subject  of  breaking  truce ;  it  may,  as  you  hint^ 
inyolve  the  Ja.ndamman  in  a  quarrel,  which  he  might  otherwise 
have  avoided.     I  am  sure  my  father  will  never  forgive  it.' 

'I  have  pledged  my  word,'  said  Rudolph,  'alroady  to  that 
effect.  But  if  he  should  like  the  usage  of  the  Bandog  of  Bur- 
gundy less  than  you  seem  to  apprehend  he  will,  there  is  no 
harm  in  your  knowing  that^  in  time  of  need,  he  may  be  well 
and  actively  supported.' 

*  I  am  greatly  obliged  by  the  aasoiance,'  replied  the  English- 
man. 

'And  thou  mayst  timelf,  my  friend,'  continued  Budolph, 
'  take  a  wamii^  from  what  tiiou  hast  heard :  men  go  not  to  a 
bridal  in  armour,  nor  to  a  brawl  In  sUken  doublet.' 

'I  will  be  clad  to  meet  the  wcnrst^'  said  Arthur;  'and  for 
that  purpose  I  will  don  a  light  hauberk  of  well-tempered  steel, 
proof  against  spear  or  arrow ;  and  I  thank  you  for  your  kindly 
counsel.' 

'  Nay,  thank  not  me,'  said  Budolph :  '  I  were  ill  deserving 
to  be  a  leader  did  I  not  make  those  who  are  to  follow  me, 
more  especially  so  trusty  a  follower  as  thou  art,  aware  of  the 
time  when  they  should  buckle  on  their  armour  and  prepare  for 
hard  blows.' 

Here  the  conversation  paused  for  a  moment  or  two,  neither 
of  the  speakers  being  entirely  contented  with  his  companion, 
although  neither  pressed  any  further  remark. 

The  Bernese,  judging  from  the  feelings  which  he  had  seen 
predominate  among  die  traders  of  his  own  country,  had  enter- 
tained little  doubt  that  the  Englishman,  finding  himself  power- 
fully supported  in  point  of  force,  would  have  caught  at  the 
opportunity  to  resist  paying  the  exorbitant  imposts  with  which 
he  was  threatened  at  the  next  town,  which  would  probably, 
without  any  effort  on  Rudolph's  part^  have  led  to  breaking  off 
the  truce  on  the  part  of  Arnold  Biederman  himself,  and  to  an 
instant  declaration  of  hostilities.  On  the  other  hand,  young 
Philipson  could  not  understand  or  approve  of  Donnerhugel's 
conduct)  who,  himself  a  member  of  a  peaceful  deputation, 
seemed  to  be  animated  with  the  purpose  of  seizing  an  oppor- 
tunity to  kindle  the  flames  of  war. 

Occupied  by  these  various  reflections,  they  walked  side  by 
side  for  some  time  without  speaking  tc^ether,  until  Rudolph 
broke  silence. 
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<Tour  ourioflity  is  then  ended,  bit  Eogliflhinan/  said  he, 
'  respectiiig  the  apparition  of  Axme  of  GeieiBteia  ? ' 

*Far  from  it>'  replied  Philipson;  'but  I  would  unwillingly 
intrude  any  questiona  on  you  while  you  are  busy  with  the 
duties  of  your  patroL' 

'That  may  be  considered  as  over,'  said  the  Bernese,  'for 
there  is  not  a  bush  near  us  to  cover  a  Buzgundian  knave,  and 
a  glance  around  us  from  time  to  time  is  all  that  is  now  needful 
to  prevent  surprise.  And  so^  listen  while  I  tell  a  tale  never 
sung  or  harped  in  hall  or  bower,  and  which,  I  begin  to  think, 
deserves  as  much  credit^  at  leasts  as  is  due  to  the  Tales  of  the 
Round  Table,  which  ancient  bx>ubadour8  and  minnesingen 
dole  out  to  us  aa  the  authentic  chronicles  of  your  renowned 
namesake. 

'  Of  Anne's  ancestors  on  the  male  side  of  the  house,'  con* 
tinued  Rudolph,  'I  daresay  you  have  heard  enough,  and  are 
well  aware  how  they  dwelt  in  the  old  walls  at  Geierstein  beside 
the  oasoade,  grinding  their  vassals,  devouring  the  substance  of 
their  less  powerful  neighbours,  and  plundering  the  goods  of  the 
travellers  whom  iU  hiA.  sent  within  ken  of  l£e  vulture's  eyrie, 
the  one  year ;  and  in  the  nezt»  wearying  the  shrines  for  msrcy 
for  their  trespasses,  overwhelming  the  priests  with  the  wealth 
which  they  showered  upon  them,  and,  finally,  vowing  vows, 
and  making  pilgrimages,  sometimes  as  palmers,  sometimes  as 
crusaders,  as  far  as  Jeru^em  itself,  to  atone  for  the  iniquities 
which  they  had  committed  without  hesitation  or  struggle  of 
conscience.' 

'  Such,  I  have  understood,'  replied  the  yoimg  Englishman, 
'  waa  the  history  of  the  house  of  Geierstein,  till  Arnold,  or  his 
immediate  ancestors,  exchanged  the  lance  for  the  sheep-hook.' 

'But  it  is  said,'  replied  l£e  Bernese,  'that the  powerful  and 
wealthy  Barons  c^  ibnheim,  of  Swabia,  whose  only  female 
descendant  became  the  wife  to  Count  Albert  of  Geierstein,  and 
the  mother  of  this  young  person,  whom  Swiss  call  simply  Anne, 
and  Germans  Countess  Anne  cd  Geierstein,  were  nobles  of  a 
different  caste.  They  did  not  restrict  their  lives  within  the 
limits  of  sinning  and  repenting— of  plundering  harmless  peasants 
and  pampering  fat  monks;  but  were  distinguished  for  some- 
thing more  than  building  castles  with  dungeons  and  foUer- 
kamnersj  or  torture-chambers,  and  founding  monasteries  with 
galilees  and  refectories. 

'These  same  Barons  of  Amheim  were  men  who  strove  to 
enlarge  ihe  boundaries  of  human  knowledge,  and  converted 
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their  castle  into  a  spedeB  of  ooUege,  where  there  were  more 
ancient  volumeB  than  the  monks  have  piled  together  in  the 
library  of  St  Gall.  Nor  were  their  studies  in  books  alone. 
Deep  buried  in  their  priyate  laboxatories,  they  attained  secrets 
which  were  afterwards  transmitted  through  the  race  from 
fother  to  son,  and  were  supposed  to  have  approached  nearly  to 
the  deepest  recesses  of  alchemy.  The  report  of  their  wisdom 
and  their  wealth  was  often  brought  to  the  Imperial  footstool ; 
and  in  the  frequent  disputes  which  the  Emperors  maintained 
with  the  Popes  of  old,  it  is  said  they  were  encouraged,  if  not 
instigated,  by  the  counsels  of  the  Barons  of  Amheim,  and 
supported  by  their  treasures.  It  was,  periiaps,  such  a  course 
of  politics,  joined  to  the  unusual  and  mysterious  studies  which 
the  family  of  Amheim  so  long  pursued,  which  excited  against 
them  the  generally  receiyed  opinion  that  they  were  assisted  in 
their  superhuman  researches  by  supernatural  influences.  The 
priests  were  aotiye  in  forwarding  this  cry  against  men  who, 
perhaps,  had  no  other  fault  them  that  of  being  wiser  than 
themselyes. 

'  ''Look  what  guests,"  they  said,  ''are  received  in  the  halls 
of  Amheim !  Let  a  Christian  knight^  crippled  in  war  with  the 
Saracens,  present  himself  on  the  drawbrici^  he  is  guerdoned 
with  a  crust  and  a  cup  of  wine,  and  requued  to  pass  on  his 
way.  If  a  palmer,  redolent  of  the  sanctity  acquired  by  his 
recent  risits  to  the  most  holy  shrines,  and  by  the  sacred  relics 
which  attest  and  reward  his  toO,  approach  the  unhallowed 
walls,  the  warder  bends  his  cross-bow,  and  the  porter  shuts  the 
gate,  as  if  the  wandering  saint  brought  the  plague  with  him 
from  Palestine.  But  comes  there  a  greybearded,  glil>-tongued 
Greek,  with  his  parchment  scrolls,  ttie  very  letters  of  which 
are  painful  to  Christian  eyes;  comes  there  a  Jewish  Babbin, 
with  his  Talmud  and  Cabala ;  comes  there  a  swarthy  sun-burnt 
Moor,  who  can  boast  of  having  read  the  language  of  the  stars 
in  Chaldea,  the  cradle  of  astrological  science — ^lo,  the  wander- 
ing impostor  or  sorcerer  occupies  the  highest  seat  at  the  Baron 
of  Amheim's  board,  shares  with  him  the  labours  of  the  alembic 
and  the  furnace,  learns  frcmi  him  mystic  knowledge,  like  that 
of  which  our  first  parents  participated  to  the  overthrow  of  their 
raoe^  and  requites  it  with  lessons  more  dreadful  than  he 
receives,  till  the  profane  host  has  added  to  his  hoard  of  unholy 
wisdom  all  that  the  pagan  visitor  can  commimicate.  And 
these  things  are  done  in  Almain,  whidi  is  called  the  Holy 
Boman  Empire,  of  whidi  so  many  priests  are  princes  I — ^they  are 
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done,  and  ndther  ban  nor  monition  is  issued  against  a  nice  of 
sorcerers  who,  from  age  to  age»  go  on  triumphing  in  their 
necromancy." 

*  Such  arguments,  which  were  echoed  from  mitred  abbots  to 
the  cell  of  anchorites,  seem,  nerertheless,  to  have  made  little 
impression  on  the  Imperial  councU.  But  they  served  to  excite 
the  seal  of  many  a  baron  and  free  count  of  the  Empire,  who 
were  taught  by  tiiem  to  esteem  a  war  or  feud  with  the  Barons 
of  Amheim  as  partaking  of  the  nature,  and  entitled  to  the 
immunities,  of  a  crusade  against  the  enemies  of  the  Faith,  and 
to  regard  an  attack  upon  tibese  obnoxious  potentates  as  a  mode 
of  clearing  off  their  deep  scores  with  the  Chnstian  Church.  But 
the  Lords  of  Amheim,  though  not  seeking  for  quarrel,  were  by 
no  means  unwarlike,  or  averse  to  maintaining  their  own  de- 
fence. Some,  on  the  contrary,  belonging  to  this  obnoxious 
race  were  not  the  less  distinguished  as  gallant  knights  and 
good  men-atrarms.  They  were  besides  wealthy,  secured  and 
strengthened  by  great  alliances,  and  in  an  eminent  degree  wise 
and  provident.  This  the  parties  who  assailed  them  learned 
to  their  cost. 

'The  confederacies  formed  against  the  Lords  of  Amheim 
were  broken  up;  the  attacks  which  their  enemies  meditated 
were  anticipated  and  disconcerted;  and  those  who  employed 
actual  violence  were  repelled  with  signal  loss  to  the  assailants ; 
imtil  at  length  an  impression  was  produced  in  their  neighbour- 
hood, that,  by  their  accurate  information  concerning  meditated 
violence,  and  their  extraordinary  powers  of  resisting  and  defeat- 
ing it^  the  obnoxious  barons  must  have  brought  to  their 
defence  means  which  merely  human  force  was  incapable  of 
overthrowing;  so  that,  becoming  as  much  feared  as  hated, 
they  were  suffered  for  the  last  generation  to  remain  un- 
molested. And  this  was  the  rather  the  case,  that  the  numer- 
ous vassals  of  this  great  house  were  perfectly  satisfied  with 
their  feudal  superiors,  abtmdantly  ready  to  rise  in  their  defence, 
and  disposed  to  believe  that,  whether  their  lords  were  sorcerers 
or  no^  tiieir  own  condition  would  not  be  mended  by  exchanging 
their  government  either  for  the  rule  of  the  crusaders  in  this 
holy  warfare  or  that  of  the  churchmen  by  whom  it  was  insti- 
gated. The  race  of  these  barons  ended  in  Herman  von  Am- 
heim, the  maternal  grandfather  of  Anne  of  Geierstein.  He  was 
buried  with  his  helmet,  sword,  and  shield,  as  is  the  Qerman 
custom  with  the  last  male  of  a  noble  family. 

'  But  he  left  an  only  daughter,  SybUla  of  Amheim,  to  inherit 
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a  ooDBiderable  poitioii  of  Iub  estate ;  and  I  never  heard  tliat  the 
strong  imputation  of  soroery  which  attached  to  her  house  pre- 
Tented  numerous  applications,  from  persons  of  the  highest 
distinotion  in  the  Empire,  to  her  l^gal  guardian,  the  Emperor, 
for  the  rich  heiress's  hand  in  maniage.  Albert  of  Geierstein, 
howeyer,  though  an  exile,  obtained  the  preference.  He  was 
gallant  and  handsome,  which  recommended  him  to  Sybilla; 
and  the  Emperor,  bent  at  the  time  on  the  yain  idea  of  recover- 
ing his  authority  in  the  Swiss  mountains,  was  desirous  to  show 
himself  generous  to  Albert^  whom  he  considered  as  a  fugitive 
from  his  country  for  espousing  the  Imperial  cause.  Ton  may 
thus  see,  most  noble  King  Arthur,  that  Anne  of  Geierstein,  the 
aolj  child  of  their  marriage,  descends  from  no  ordinary  stock ; 
and  that  circumstances  in  which  she  may  be  concerned  are  not 
to  be  explained  or  judged  of  so  easily,  or  upon  the  same 
grounds  of  reasoning,  as  in  the  case  of  ordinary  persons.' 

*Bj  my  honest  word.  Sir  Rudolph  of  Donnerhugel,'  said 
Arthur,  studiously  labouring  to  keep  a  command  up<m  his 
feelings,  '  I  can  see  nothing  in  your  narrative^  and  understand 
nothing  from  it,  unless  it  be  that,  because  in  Germany,  as  in 
other  countries,  there  have  been  fools  who  have  annexed  the 
idea  of  witchcraft  and  sorcery  to  the  possession  of  knowledge 
and  wisdom,  you  are  therefore  disposed  to  stigmatise  a  young 
maiden,  who  has  always  been  respected  and  beloved  by  those 
around  her,  as  a  disciple  of  arts  which,  I  trusty  are  as  uncommon 
as  unlawful.' 

Budolph  paused  ere  he  replied. 

'I  could  have  wished,'  he  said,  'that  you  had  been  satisfied 
with  the  general  character  of  Anne  of  Geierstein's  maternal 
family,  as  offering  some  circumstances  which  may  accoimt  for 
what  you  have,  according  to  your  own  report,  this  night  wit- 
nessed, and  I  am  reaUy  unwilling  to  go  into  more  particular 
details.  To  no  one  can  Anne  of  Geierstein's  fame  be  so  dear 
as  to  me.  I  am,  after  her  uncle's  family,  her  nearest  relative, 
and  had  she  remained  in  Switeerland,  or  should  she,  as  is  most 
probable,  return  thither  after  the  present  visit  to  her  father, 
perhaps  our  connexion  might  be  drawn  yet  closer.  This  has, 
indeed,  only  been  prevented  by  certain  prejudices  of  her  uncle's 
respecting  her  father's  authority,  and  the  nearness  of  our  rela- 
tionship^ which,  however,  comes  within  reach  of  a  license  very 
ibrequently  obtained.  But  I  only  mention  these  things  to  show 
you  how  much  more  tender  I  must  necessarily  hold  Anne  of 
Geierstein's  reputation  than  it  is  possible  for  you  to  do^  being 
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a  stnuiger,  known  to  her  bat  a  short  while  sinoe^  and  soon  to 
part  with  her,  as  I  underBtand  your  purpose,  for  eyer.' 

The  torn  taken  in  this  kind  of  apology  irritated  Arthur  bo 
highly,  that  it  required  all  the  reaaona  which  recommended 
coolness  to  enable  him  to  answer  with  assumed  composure. 

^I  can  have  no  ground,  sir  hauptman,' he  said,  *to  challenge 
any  opinion  which  you  may  entertain  d  a  young  person  with 
whom  you  are  so  closely  connected  as  you  appear  to  be  with 
Anne  of  Geierstein.  I  only  wonder  that^  with  such  regard  for 
her  as  your  relationship  implies,  you  should  be  disposed  to 
receiye,  on  popular^and  trivial  traditions,  a  belief  which  must 
injuriously  a£fect  your  kinswoman,  more  especially  one  with 
whom  you  intimate  a  wish  to  form  a  still  more  dose  connexion. 
Bethink  you,  sir,  that  in  all  Christian  lands  the  imputation  of 
sorcery  is  the  most  foul  which  can  be  thrown  on  Christian  man 
or  woman.' 

'  And  I  am  so  far  from  intimating  such  an  imputation,'  said 
Rudolph,  somewhat  fiercely,  'that^  by  the  good  sword  I  wear, 
he  that  dared  give  breath  to  such  a  thought  against  Anne  of 
Geierstein  must  imdergo  my  challenge,  and  take  my  life  or 
lose  his  own.  But  the  question  is  not  whether  the  maiden  her- 
self practises  sorcery,  which  he  who  ayers  had  better  get  ready 
his  tomb^  and  provKie  for  his  soul's  safety ;  the  doubt  lies  here, 
whether,  as  the  descendant  of  a  family  whose  relations  with  the 
unseen  world  are  reported  to  have  been  of  the  closest  degree, 
elfish  and  fantastical  beings  may  not  haye  power  to  imitate  her 
form,  and  to  preaent  her  appearance  where  she  is  not  person- 
ally present;  in  fine,  whether  they  have  permission  to  play  at 
her  expense  fantastical  tricks,  which  they  cannot  exercise  oyer 
other  mortals,  whose  forefathers  haye  oyer  regulated  their  lives 
by  the  rules  of  the  church,  and  died  in  regular  communion 
with  it  And,  as  I  sincerely  desire  to  retain  your  esteem,  I 
have  no  objection  to  communicate  to  you  more  particular 
circumstances  respecting  her  genealogy,  confirming  the  idea  I 
have  now  expressed.  But  you  will  imdentand  they  are  of  the 
most  private  nature,  and  that  I  expect  secrecy  under  the 
strictest  personal  penalty.' 

*  I  shall  be  silent^  sir,'  replied  the  young  Englishman,  stOl 
struggling  with  suppressed  passion,  *on  everything  respecting 
the  character  of  a  maiden  whom  I  am  bound  to  respect  so 
highly.  But  the  fear  of  no  man's  displeasure  can  add  a 
feather's  weight  to  the  guarantee  of  my  own  honour.' 

*Be  it  80^'  said  Rudolph ;  Mt  is  not  my  wish  to  awake  angry 
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feelings;  bat  I  am  desiioiifl,  both  for  the  sake  of  your  good 
opinion,  which  I  yalue,  and  also  for  the  plainer  explanation  of 
what  I  have  darkly  intinutted,  to  oommunioate  to  you  what 
otherwise  I  would  much  rather  have  left  untold.' 

*  Tott  must  be  guided  by  your  own  aense  of  what  is  necessary 
and  proper  in  the  case,'  answered  Philipson;  'but  remember  I 
press  not  on  your  ccmfidence  for  the  oonmiunioation  of  any- 
thing that  ought  to  remain  secret,  far  less  where  that  young 
lady  is  the  subject.' 

Kudolph  answered,  after  a  minute's  pause — *  Thou  hast  seen 
and  heard  too  much,  Arthur,  not  to  learn  the  whole,  or  at  least 
all  that  I  know  or  apprehend  on  the  mysterious  subject  It  is 
impossible  but  the  ciroumstanoes  must  at  times  recur  to  your 
recollection,  and  I  am  desirous  that  you  should  possess  all  the 
infonnation  necessaiy  to  understand  them  as  dearly  as  the 
nature  of  the  facts  will  permit  We  have  yet  keeping  left- 
ward to  view  the  bog,  upwards  of  a  mile  to  make  ere  the  circuit 
of  the  castle  is  accomplished.  It  will  afford  leisure  enough  for 
the  tale  I  have  to  tell.' 

'Speak  on — ^I  listen  1'  answered  the  Englishman,  diirided 
between  his  desire  to  know  all  that  it  was  possible  to  learn 
concerning  Anne  of  Qeierstein  and  his  dislike  to  hear  her  name 
pronounced  with  such  pretensions  as  those  of  Donnerhugel, 
together  with  t^e  reviTal  of  his  original  prejudices  agamst  the 
gigantic  Swiss,  whose  manners,  always  blunt  nearly  to  coarse- 
ness, seemed  now  marked  by  assumed  superiority  and  pre- 
sumptioii.  Arthur  listened,  however,  to  his  wild  tale,  and 
the  interest  which  he  took  in  it  soon  overpowered  all  other 
sensations. 


CHAPTER  XI 
donhxbeuobl'b  nabrativb 

These  be  the  adept's  dootzines:  every  element 
la  peopled  with  its  separate  race  of  spirits. 
The  airy  Sylphs  on  the  blue  ether  float ; 
Deep  in  the  earthj  cayem  skidks  tibe  Gnome  ; 
The  sea-green  Naiad  skims  the  ooean-billow ; 
And  the  fierce  fire  is  yet  a  ftiendly  home 
To  its  peooliar  sprite,  the  Salamander. 

I  xou)  you  (said  Rudolph),  that  the  Lotds  of  Arnheiniy  though 
from  ^ther  to  son  they  were  notoriously  addicted  to  secret 
studies,  were,  nevertheless,  like  the  other  Qeiman  nobles,  fol- 
lowers of  war  and  the  chase.  This  was  peculiarly  the  case  with 
Anne's  maternal  grandfather,  Herman  of  Amheim,  who  prided 
himself  on  possessing  a  splendid  stud  of  horses,  and  one  steed  in 
particular,  the  noblest  ever  known  in  these  circles  of  Germany. 
I  should  make  wild  work  were  I  to  attempt  a  description  of 
such  an  animal,  so  I  wiU  content  myself  with  saying  hiis  colour 
was  jet-black,  without  a  hair  of  white  either  on  his  fiice  or  feet. 
For  this  reason,  and  the  wildness  of  his  disposition,  his  master 
had  termed  him  ApoUyon — a  circumstance  which  was  secretly 
considered  as  tending  to  sanction  the  evil  reports  which  touched 
the  house  of  Amheim,  being,  it  was  said,  the  naming  of  a 
favourite  animal  after  a  foul  fiend. 

It  chanced,  one  November  day,  that  the  baron  had  been 
hunting  in  the  forest,  and  did  not  reach  home  till  nightfall. 
There  were  no  guesto  with  him,  for,  as  I  hinted  to  you  before, 
the  castle  of  Amheim  seldom  received  any  other  than  those 
from  whom  ite  inhabitante  hoped  to  gain  augmentation  of 
knowledge.  The  baron  was  seated  alone  in  his  hall,  illumin- 
ated with  cresseto  and  torches.  His  one  hand  held  a  volume 
covered  with  characters  unintelligible  to  all  save  himself.  The 
other  rested  on  the  marble  table,  on  which  was  placed  a  flask 
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of  Tokay  wine.  A  page  stood  in  respectful  attendanoe  near 
the  bottom  of  the  lai^  and  dim  apartment,  and  no  sound  was 
heard  save  that  of  the  night  wind,  when  it  sighed  mournfully 
through  the  rusty  coats  of  mail,  and  waved  the  tattered 
banners  which  were  the  tapestry  of  the  feudal  hall.  At  once 
the  footstep  of  a  person  was  heunl  ascending  the  stairs  in  haste 
and  trepidation;  the  door  of  the  hall  was  thrown  violently 
open,  and,  terrified  to  a  degree  of  ecstasy,  Caspar,  the  head  at 
the  baron's  stable^  or  his  master  of  horsey  stumbled  up  almost 
to  the  foot  of  the  table  at  which  his  lord  was  seated,  with  the 
exclamation  in  his  mouth — 

'  My  lord — ^my  lord,  a  fiend  is  in  the  stable  1 ' 

'What  means  this  foUy  ? '  said  the  baron,  ariaiDg,  surprised 
and  displeased  at  an  interruption  so  unusual. 

'  Let  me  endure  your  dii^leasure,'  said  Caspar,  '  if  I  speak 
not  truth  I    Apollyon '    Here  he  paused. 

'Speak  out,  thou  frightened  fool,'  said  the  baron;  'is  my 
horse  sick,  or  injured  t ' 

The  master  of  the  stalls  again  gasped  forth  the  word 
'Apollyon!' 

'Say  on,'  said  the  baron;  'were  Apollyon  in  presence  per- 
sonally, it  were  nothing  to  shake  a  brave  man's  mind.' 

'liie  devil,'  answered  the  master  of  thehorse,  'is  in  ApoUyon's 
stall!' 

'  Fool  I '  exclaimed  the  nobleman,  snatching  a  torch  from  the 
wall;  'what  is  it  that  could  have  turned  thy  brain  in  such  silly 
fashion  ?  Things  like  thee,  that  are  bom  to  serve  us,  should 
hold  their  brains  on  a  firmer  tenure^  for  our  sakes,  if  not  for 
that  of  their  worthless  selves.' 

As  he  spoke,  he  descended  to  the  coiurt  of  the  castle^  to  visit 
the  stately  range  of  stables  which  occupied  all  the  lower  part 
of  the  quadrangle  on  one  side.  He  entered,  where  fifty  gaUant 
steeds  stood  ii\  rows  on  each  side  of  the  ample  hall.  At  the 
side  of  each  stall  hung  the  weapons  of  o£fence  and  defence  of  a 
man-airanns,  as  bright  as  constant  attention  could  make  them, 
together  with  the  bufif-coat  which  formed  the  trooper's  under 
garment.  The  baron,  followed  by  one  or  two  of  the  domestics, 
who  had  assembled  full  of  astonidiment  at  the  unusual  alarm, 
hastened  up  to  the  head  of  the  stable,  betwixt  the  rows  of 
steeds.  As  he  approached  the  stall  of  his  favourite  horse,  which 
was  the  uppermost  of  the  right-hand  row,  the  gallant  steed 
neither  neighed,  nor  shook  Ms  head,  nor  stamped  with  his 
foot,  nor  gave  the  usual  signs  of  joy  at  his  lord's  approach; 
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a  faint  moaning,  as  if  he  implored  aanstanoey  was  the  only 
acknowledgment  he  gave  of  the  baron's  presence. 

Sir  Heiman  held  up  the  torch,  and  disooYcred  that  there 
was  indeed  a  tall  dark  figure  standing  in  the  stall,  resting  his 
hand  on  the  horse's  shoidder.  '  Who  art  thou,'  said  the  baron, 
'and  what  dost  thou  heret' 

'I  seek  refuge  and  hospitality,'  replied  the  stranger;  'and 
I  conjure  thee  to  grant  it  me,  by  the  shoulder  of  thy  horsey 
and  by  the  edge  of  thy  sword,  and  so  as  they  may  nerer  fail 
thee  when  thy  need  is  at  the  utmost ! ' 

'Thou  art,  then,  a  brother  of  the  sacred  fire,'  said  Baron 
Hennan  of  Amheim;  'and  I  may  not  refuse  thee  the  refuge 
which  thou  requirest  of  me,  after  tlie  ritual  of  the  Persian  Magi. 
From  whom,  and  for  what  length  of  time,  dost  thou  cmye  my 
protection  t' 

'  From  those,'  replied  the  stranger,  '  who  shall  arriye  in  quest 
of  me  before  the  morning  cook  shall  crow,  and  for  the  f uU  space 
of  a  year  and  a  day  from  this  period.' 

'I  may  not  refuse  thee,'  said  the  baron,  'consistently  with 
my  oath  and  my  honour.  For  a  year  and  a  day  I  will  be  thy 
pledge,  and  thou  shalt  share  with  me  roof  and  chamber,  wine 
and  food.  Bat  thou,  too^  must  obey  the  law  of  Zoroaster, 
which,  as  it  says,  "  Let  the  stronger  protect  the  weaker  brother," 
says  also,  "Let  the  wiser  instruct  the  brother  who  hath  less 
knowledge."  I  am  the  stronger,  and  thou  shalt  be  sale  under 
my  protection ;  but  thou  art  the  wiser,  and  must  instruct  me 
in  the  more  secret  mysteries.' 

'  You  mock  your  servant,'  said  the  strange  visitor;  'but,  if 
aught  is  known  to  Dannischemend  which  can  avail  Herman, 
his  instructions  shall  be  as  those  of  a  father  to  a  son.' 

'Come  forth,  then,  frcmi  thy  place  of  refuge^'  said  the  Baron 
of  Amheim.  'I  swear  to  thee  by  the  sacrod  fire  which  lives 
without  terrestrial  fuel,  and  by  the  fraternity  which  is  betwixt 
us,  and  by  the  shoulder  of  my  horse,  and  the  edge  of  my  good 
sword,  I  will  be  thy  wanand  for  a  year  and  a  day,  if  so  far  my 
power  shall  extend.' 

The  stranger  came  forth  accordingly ;  and  those  who  saw 
the  singularity  of  his  appearance  scarce  wondowd  at  the  fears 
of  Caspar,  the  stall-master,  when  he  found  such  a  person  in  the 
stable^  by  what  mode  of  entrance  he  was  unable  to  conceive. 
When  he  reached  the  lighted  hall  to  which  the  baron  conducted 
hitn,  as  he  would  have  done  a  welcome  and  honoured  guest,  the 
stranger  appeared  to  be  veiy  tall,  and  of  a  dignified  aspect. 


AKNB  or  QSIBIRSTEIN  129 

His  dress  was  AsiaUc,  beiag  a  long  black  oaf  tan,  or  gown,  like 
that  worn  by  Armenians,  and  a  lofty  square  cap,  covered  with 
the  wool  of  Astracan  lambs.  Every  article  of  the  dress  was 
black,  which  gave  relief  to  the  long  white  beard  that  flowed 
down  over  his  bosom.  His  gown  was  fastened  by  a  sash  of 
black  silk  net-work,  in  which,  instead  of  a  poniard  or  sword, 
was  stuck  a  silver  case,  containing  writing-materials  and  a  roll 
of  parchment.  The  only  ornament  of  his  apparel  consisted  in 
a  laxge  ruby  of  uncommon  brilliancy,  which,  when  he  approached 
the  lighti  seemed  to  glow  with  such  liveliness  as  if  the  gem 
itself  had  emitted  the  rays  which  it  only  reflected  back.  To 
the  offer  of  refreshmenti  the  stranger  replied,  'Bread  I  may 
not  eat^  water  shall  not  moisten  my  lips,  until  the  avenger 
shall  have  passed  by  the  threshold.' 

The  baron  conmiauded  the  lamps  to  be  trimmed  and  fresh 
torches  to  be  lighted,  and,  sending  his  whole  household  to  rest^ 
remained  seated  in  the  hall  along  with  the  stranger,  his  sup- 
pliant. At  the  dead  hour  of  midnight^  the  gates  of  the  castle 
were  shaken  as  bv  a  whirlwind,  and  a  voice,  as  of  a  herald,  was 
heard  to  demand  a  herald's  lawful  prisoner,  Dannischemend, 
the  son  of  Hali.  The  warder  then  heard  a  lower  window  of 
the  hall  thrown  open,  and  could  distinguish  his  master's  voice 
addressing  the  person  who  had  thus  summoned  the  castle.  But 
the  night  was  so  dark  that  he  might  not  see  the  speakers,  and 
the  language  which  they  used  was  either  entirely  foreign  or  so 
largely  interspersed  with  strange  words  that  he  could  not  un- 
derstand a  syllable  which  they  said.  Scarce  five  minutes  had 
elapsed,  when  he  who  was  without  again  elevated  his  voice 
as  before,  and  said  in  German,  <  For  a  year  and  a  day,  then, 
I  forbear  my  forfeiture;  but  coming  for  it  when  that  time 
shall  elapse,  I  come  for  my  rights  and  will  no  longer  be  with- 
stood.' 

From  that  period,  Dannischemend,  the  Persian,  was  a  con- 
stant guest  at  the  castle  of  Amheim,  and,  indeed,  never  for 
any  visible  purpose  crossed  the  drawbridge.  His  amusements, 
or  studies,  seemed  centred  in  the  libraiy  of  the  castle,  and  in 
the  laboratoiy,  where  the  baron  sometimes  toiled  in  conjunction 
with  him  for  many  hours  together.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
castle  could  find  no  fault  in  ike  Magus,  or  Persian,  excepting 
his  apparently  dispensing  with  the  ordinances  of  religion,  since 
he  neither  went  to  mass  nor  confession,  nor  attended  upon 
other  religious  ceremonies.  The  chaplain  did  indeed  profess 
himself  satisfied  with  the  state  of  the  stranger's  conscience; 
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but  it  had  been  long  suspected  that  the  worthy  eoolesiaBtic 
held  his  easy  office  on  the  very  reasonable  condition  of  approv- 
ing the  principles  and  asserting  the  orthodoxy  of  all  guests 
whom  the  baron  invited  to  share  his  hospitality. 

It  was  observed  that  Dannischemend  was  rigid  in  payix^ 
his  devotions,  by  prostrating  himself  in  the  first  rays  of  the 
rising  sun,  and  that  he  constructed  a  silver  lamp  of  the  most 
beautiful  proportions,  which  he  placed  on  a  pedestal,  represent- 
ing a  truncated  column  of  marble,  having  its  base  scidptured 
with  hieroglyphical  imagery.  With  what  essences  he  fed  this 
flame  was  UEJLnown  to  all,  unless  perhaps  to  the  baron;  but 
the  flame  was  more  steady,  pure,  and  lustrous  than  any  which 
was  ever  seen,  excepting  tiie  sun  of  heaven  itself,  and  it  was 
generally  believed  that  the  Magian  made  it  an  object  of  worship 
in  the  absence  of  that  blessed  liuninary.  Nothing  else  was 
observed  of  him,  imless  that  his  morals  seemed  severe,  his 
gravity  extreme,  his  general  mode  of  life  very  temperate,  and 
his  fasts  and  vigils  of  frequent  recurrence.  Except  on  particular 
occasions,  he  spoke  to  no  one  of  the  castle  but  the  baron ;  but^  as 
he  had  money  and  was  liberal,  he  was  regarded  by  the  domestics 
with  awe  indeed,  but  without  fear  or  didike. 

Winter  was  succeeded  by  spring,  summer  brought  her 
flowers,  and  autumn  her  fruits,  which  ripened  and  were  fading, 
when  a  foot-page,  who  sometimes  attended  them  in  the  labora- 
tory to  render  manual  assistance  when  required,  heard  the 
Persian  say  to  the  Baron  of  Amheim,  ^  Tou  will  do  well,  my 
son,  to  mark  my  words ;  for  my  lessons  to  you  are  drawing  to 
an  end,  and  there  is  no  power  on  earth  which  can  longer  post- 
pone my  fate.' 

'Alas,  my  master ! '  said  the  baron,  'and  must  I  then  lose 
the  benefit  of  your  direction,  just  when  your  guiding  hand 
becomes  necessary  to  place  me  on  the  very  pinnacle  of  the 
temple  of  wisdom  1 ' 

'  JBe  not  discouraged,  my  son,'  answered  the  sage.  '  I  will 
bequeath  the  task  of  perfecting  you  in  your  studies  to  my 
daughter,  who  will  come  hither  on  purpose.  But  remember, 
if  you  value  the  permanence  of  your  family,  look  not  upon  her 
as  aught  else  than  a  helpmate  in  your  studies;  for  if  you 
forget  the  instructress  in  the  beauty  of  the  maiden,  yotfwill 
be  biuied  with  your  sword  and  your  shield,  as  the  last  male  of 
your  house ;  and  farther  evil,  believe  me,  will  arise,  for  such 
alliances  never  come  to  a  happy  issue^  of  which  my  own  is  an 
example.     But  hush,  we  are  observed.' 
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The  household  of  the  oastte  of  Amheim,  haying  but  few 
thmgB  to  interest  them,  were  the  more  eager  obserrerB  of  those 
which  oame  under  their  notice;  and  when  the  tennination  of 
the  period  when  the  Persian  was  to  reoeiye  shelter  in  the  castle 
began  to  approach^  some  of  the  inmateH,  under  various  pretexts, 
but  which  resolved  into  very  terror,  absconded,  while  others 
held  themselves  in  expectation  of  some  striking  and  terrible 
catastrophe.  None  such,  however,  took  place;  and,  on  the 
expected  anniversary,  long  ere  the  witching  hour  of  midnight^ 
Dannischemend  terminated  his  visit  in  the  castle  of  Amheim 
by  riding  away  frcmi  the  gate  in  the  guise  of  an  ordinaiy 
traveller.  The  baron  had  meantime  taken  leave  of  his  tutor 
with  many  marks  of  regret^  and  some  which  amounted  even  to 
sorrow.  The  sage  Persian  comforted  him  by  a  long  whisper, 
of  which  the  last  part  only  was  heard — '  By  the  first  beam  of 
sunshine  she  will  be  with  you.  Be  kind  to  her,  but  not  over 
kind.'  He  then  departed,  and  was  never  again  seen  or  heard 
of  in  the  vicinity  of  Arnheim. 

The  baron  was  observed  during  all  the  day  after  the  depart- 
ure of  the  stranger  to  be  particularly  mehnoholy.  He  re- 
mained, contrary  to  his  custom,  in  the  great  haU,  and  neither 
visited  the  library  nor  the  laboratory,  where  he  could  no 
longer  enjoy  the  company  of  his  departed  instructor.  At  dawn 
of  the  ensuing  morning.  Sir  Herman  summoned  his  page,  and, 
oontrary  to  his  habits,  which  used  to  be  rather  careless  in 
respect  of  apparel,  he  dressed  himself  with  great  accuracy; 
and,  as  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  of  a  noble  figure,  he 
had  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  his  appiaarance.  Having  per- 
formed his  toilet^  he  waited  tiU  the  sun  had  just  appeared 
above  the  horison,  and,  taking  from  the  table  the  key  of  the 
laboratory,  which  the  page  bdieved  must  have  lain  tiiere  all 
nighti  he  walked  thither,  followed  by  his  attendant.  At  the 
door  the  baron  made  a  pause,  and  seemed  at  one  time  to 
doubt  whether  he  should  not  send  away  the  page,  at  another 
to  hesitate  whether  he  should  open  the  door,  as  one  might 
do  who  expected  some  strange  sight  within.  He  pulled  up 
resolution,  however,  turned  the  key,  threw  the  door  open,  and 
entered.  The  page  followed  dose  behind  his  master,  and  was 
astonished  to  the  point  of  extreme  terror  at  what  he  beheld, 
although  the  sighti  however  extraordinary,  had  in  it  nothing 
save  what  was  agreeable  and  lovely. 

The  silver  hiSp  was  extingiushed,  or  removed  from  its 
pedestal,  where  stood  in  place  of  it  a  most  beautiful  female 
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figure  in  the  Peraian  ooetume,  in  which  the  ooloor  of  pink 
predominated.  But  she  wore  no  turbaa  or  head-dress  of  any 
kind,  saying  a  blue  riband  drawn  through  her  auburn  hair, 
and  secured  by  a  gold  clasp,  the  outer  side  of  which  was  omar 
mented  by  a  superb  opal,  which,  amid  the  changing  lights 
peculiar  to  that  gem,  displayed  internally  a  slight  tinge  of  red 
like  a  spark  of  fire. 

The  figure  of  this  young  person  was  rather  under  the  middle 
size,  but  perfectly  well  formed;  the  Eastern  dress,  with  the 
wide  trowsers  gathered  round  the  ankles,  made  visible  the 
smallest  and  most  beautiful  feet  which  had  ever  been  seen, 
while  hands  and  arms  of  the  most  perfect  symmetry  were 
partly  seen  from  under  the  folds  of  the  robe.  The  little  lady's 
countenance  was  of  a  lively  and  expressive  character,  in  which 
spirit  and  wit  seemed  to  predominate ;  and  the  quick  dark  eye, 
with  its  beautifully  .formed  eyebrow,  seemed  to  presage  the 
arch  remark  to  which  the  rosy  and  half-smiling  lip  appeared 
ready  to  give  utterance. 

llie  pedestal  on  which  she  stood,  or  rather  was  perched, 
would  have  appeared  unsafe  had  any  figure  heavier  than  her 
own  been  placed  there.  But,  however  she  had  been  transported 
thither,  she  seemed  to  rest  on  it  as  lightly  and  safely  as  a 
linnet  when  it  has  dropped  from  the  sky  on  the  tendnl  of  a 
rose-bud.  The  first  bc^m  of  the  rising  sun,  falling  through  a 
window  directly  opposite  to  the  pedestal,  increased  the  effect 
of  this  beautiful  figure,  which  remained  as  motionless  as  if  it 
had  been  carved  in  marble.  She  only  expressed  her  sense 
of  the  Baron  of  Amheim's  presence  by  something  of  a 
quicker  respiration,  and  a  deep  blush,  accompanied  by  a  slight 
smile. 

Whatever  reason  the  Baron  of  Amheim  might  have  for 
expecting  to  see  some  such  object  as  now  exhibited  its  actual 
presence,  the  degree  of  beauty  which  it  presented  Was  so  much 
beyond  his  expectation,  that  for  an  instant  he  stood  without 
breath  or  motion.^  At  once,  however,  he  seemed  to  recollect 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  welcome  the  fair  stranger  to  his  castle, 
and  to  relieve  her  from  her  precarious  situation.  He  stepped 
forward  accordingly  with  the  words  of  welcome  on  his  tongue, 
and  was  extending  his  arms  to  lift  her  from  the  pedestal,  which 
was  nearly  six  feet  high;  but  the  light  and  active  stranger 
merely  accepted  the  support  of  his  hand,  and  descended  on  the 
floor  as  light  and  as  safe  as  if  she  had  been  formed  of  gossamer. 
It  was,  indeed,  only  by  the  momentaiy  pressure  of  her  little 
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band  that  the  Baron  of  Arnheim  was  finally  made  sensible  that 
he  had  to  do  with  a  being  of  flesh  and  blood. 

'  I  am  come  as  I  have  been  commanded,'  she  said,  looking 
around  her.  '  Ton  must  expect  a  strict  and  diligent  mistress, 
and  I  hope  for  the  credit  of  an  attentive  pupil.' 

After  the  arrival  of  this  singular  and  interesting  being  in 
the  castle  of  Arnheim,  various  alterations  took  place  within  the 
interior  of  the  household.  A  ladj  of  high  rank  and  small 
fortune,  the  respectable  widow  of  a  count  of  the  Empire,  who 
was  the  baron's  blood  relation,  received  and  accepted  an  in- 
vitation to  preside  over  her  kinsman's  domestic  afiairs,  and 
remove,  by  her  countenance,  any  suspicions  which  might  arise 
from  the  presence  of  Hermione,  as  the  beautiful  Persian  was 
generally  called. 

The  Countess  Waldstetten  carried  her  complaisance  so  far 
as  to  be  present  on  almost  all  occasions,  whether  in  the  labora- 
tory or  library,  when  the  Baron  of  Arnheim  received  lessons 
from  or  pursued  studies  with  the  young  and  lovely  tutor  who 
had  been  thus  strangely  substituted  for  the  aged  Magus.  If 
this  lady's  report  was  to  be  trusted,  their  pursidts  were  of  a 
most  extraordinary  nature,  and  the  results  which  she  sometimes 
witnessed  were  such  as  to  create  fear  as  well  as  surprise.  But 
she  strongly  vindicated  them  from  practising  unla^ul  arts  or 
overstepping  the  boimdaries  of  natural  science. 

A  better  judge  of  such  matters,  the  Bishop  of  Bamberg 
himself,  made  a  visit  to  Arnheim,  on  purpose  to  witness  the 
wisdom  of  which  so  much  was  reported  through  the  whole 
Rhine  country.  He  conversed  with  Hermione,  fuid  found  her 
deeply  impreased  with  the  truths  of  religion,  and  so  perfectly 
acquainted  with  its  doctrines,  that  he  compared  her  to  a  doctor 
of  theology  in  the  dress  of  an  Eastern  dancing-girl.  When 
asked  regarding  her  knowledge  of  languages  and  sdence,  he 
answered,  that  he  had  been  attracted  to  Arnheim  by  the  most 
extravagant  reports  on  these  points,  but  that  he  must  return 
confessing  Hhe  half  thereof  had  not  been  told  unto  him.' 

In  consequence  of  this  indisputable  testimony,  the  sinister 
reports  which  had  been  occasioned  by  the  singular  appearance 
of  the  fair  stranger  were  in  a  great  measure  lulled  to  sleeps 
especially  as  her  amiable  manners  won  the  involuntary  good- 
will of  every  one  that  approached  her. 

Meantime  a  marked  alteration  began  to  take  place  in  the 
interviews  between  the  lovely  tutor  and  her  pupil.  These  were 
conducted  with  the  same  caution  as  before,  and  never,  so  far 
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as  ootild  be  obseiTed,  took  place  without  the  preaenoe  of  the 
Countess  of  Waldstetten  or  some  other  thud  person  of  respect- 
ability. But  the  scenes  of  these  meetings  were  no  longer  the 
scholar's  library  or  the  diemist's  laboratoiy :  the  gardens,  the 
groYCS  were  resorted  to  for  amusement^  and  parties  of  hunting 
and  fishing,  with  eyenings  spent  in  the  dance,  seemed  to 
announce  i^t  the  studies  of  wudom  were  for  a  time  abandoned 
for  the  pursuits  of  pleasure.  It  was  not  difficult  to  guess  the 
meaning  of  this:  Uie  Baron  of  Amheim  and  his  ^r  guest, 
speaking  a  language  difiRerent  from  all  othen,  could  enjoy  their 
priyate  oonTersation  even  amid  all  the  tumult  of  gaiety  around 
them ;  and  no  one  was  surpxised  to  hear  it  fonnally  announced, 
after  a  few  weeks  of  gaiety,  that  the  fair  Persian  was  to  be 
wedded  to  the  Baron  of  Arnheim. 

The  manners  of  this  fascinating  young  person  were  so 
pleasing,  her  converBation  so  animated,  her  wit  so  keen,  yet  so 
well  tempered  with  good-nature  and  modesty,  that^  notwith- 
standing her  unknown  origin,  her  high  fortune  attracted  less 
envy  than  might  have  been  expected  in  a  case  so  singular. 
Above  all,  her  generosily  amaaed  and  won  the  hearts  of  idl  the 
young  pemms  who  approached  her.  Her  wealth  seemed  to  be 
measureless,  for  the  numy  rich  jewels  which  she  distributed 
among  her  fair  friends  would  otherwise  have  left  her  without 
ornaments  for  herself.  These  good  qualities,  her  liberality 
above  all,  together  with  a  simplicity  of  thought  and  character 
which  formed  a  beautiful  contrast  to  the  depth  of  acquired 
knowledge  which  she  was  well  known  to  possess — ^these,  and 
her  total  want  of  ostentation,  made  her  superiority  be  pardoned 
among  her  companions.  Still  there  was  notice  taken  of  some 
peculiarities,  exaggerated  perhaps  by  envy,  which  seemed  to 
draw  a  mystical  distinction  between  the  beautiful  Hermione 
and  the  mere  mortals  with  whom  she  lived  and  conversed. 

In  the  merry  dance  she  was  so  unrivalled  in  lightness  and 
agility,  that  her  performance  seemed  that  of  an  aerial  being. 
She  could,  without  suffering  from  her  exertion,  continue  the 
pleasure  till  she  had  tired  out  the  most  active  revellers ;  and 
even  the  young  Duke  of  Hochspringen,  who  was  reckoned  the 
most  indefatigable  at  that  exercise  in  Gennany,  having  been 
her  partner  for  half  an  hour,  was  compelled  to  break  off  the 
dance,  and  throw  himself,  totally  exhausted,  on  a  couch, 
exclaiming,  he  had  been  dancing  not  with  a  woman,  but  with 
an  igwUfatuui, 

Other  whispers  averred  that,  while  she  played  with  her 
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young  oompamoos  in  tha  labjiinth  and  maeeB  of  the  castle 
gardens  at  hide-and-seek,  or  similar  games  of  actiyity,  she 
beoame  animated  with  the  same  supernatural  alertness  which 
was  supposed  to  inspire  her  in  tiie  dance.  She  appeared 
amongst  her  companions  and  yanished  from  them  with  a 
d^j^ree  of  rapidity  which  was  inconceiyable ;  and  hedges,  treil- 
lage,  or  such-like  obstructions  were  sunpounted  by  her  in  a 
manner  whidi  the  most  vigilant  eye  could  not  detect;  for,  after 
being  observed  on  the  side  of  the  barrier  at  one  instant,  in 
another  she  was  beheld  dose  beside  the  spectator. 

In  sudi  moments,  when  her  eyes  sparkled,  her  cheeks 
reddened,  and  her  whole  frame  became  animated,  it  was  pre- 
tended that  the  opal  dasp  amid  her  tresses,  the  ornament 
which  she  never  laid  aside^  shot  forth  the  little  spark,  or  tongue 
of  flame,  whidi  it  always  displayed,  with  an  increased  vivadty. 
In  the  same  manner,  if  in  the  half-darkened  hall  the  conversa- 
tion of  Hermione  became  unusually  animated,  it  was  believed 
that  the  jewel  became  brilliant,  and  even  displayed  a  twinkling 
and  flashing  gleam  which  seemed  to  be  emitted  by  the  gem 
itself,  and  not  produced  in  the  usual  manner,  by  the  reflection 
of  some  external  light.  Her  maidens  were  also  beard  to  sur- 
mise that,  when  their  mistress  was  agitated  by  any  hasty  or 
brief  resentment  (the  only  weakness  ci  temper  which  she  was 
sometimes  observed  to  diisplay),  they  could  observe  dark-red 
sparks  flash  from  the  mystic  brooch,  as  if  it  sympathised  with 
tixe  wearer's  emotions.  The  women  who  attended  on  her 
toilet  farther  reported  that  this  gem  was  never  removed  but 
for  a  few  minutes,  when  the  baroness's  hair  was  combed  out ; 
that  she  was  unusually  pensive  and  sUent  during  the  time  it 
was  laid  aside,  and  particularly  apprehensive  when  any  liqidd 
was  brought  near  it.  Even  in  the  use  of  holy  water  at  the 
door  of  the  church,  she  was  observed  to  omit  liie  sign  of  the 
cross  on  the  forehead,  for  fear,  it  was  supposed,  of  the  water 
touching  the  valued  jewd. 

These  singular  reports  did  not  prevent  the  marriage  of  the 
Baron  cf  Arnheim  from  proceeding  as  had  been  arranged.  It 
was  celebrated  in  the  usual  form,  and  with  the  utmost  splen- 
dour, and  the  young  couple  seemed  to  commence  a  life  of 
happiness  rarely  to  be  found  on  earth.  In  the  course  of  twdve 
months,  the  lovely  baroness  presented  her  husband  with  a 
daughter,  which  was  to  be  christened  Sybilla,  after  the  count's 
mother.  As  the  health  of  the  child  was  excellent,  the  cere- 
mony was  postponed  till  the  recovery  of  the  mother  from  her 
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confinement;  many  were  invited  to  be  present  on  the  occasion, 
and  the  castle  was  thronged  with  company. 

It  happened,  that  amongst  the  guests  was  an  old  lady, 
notorious  for  playing  in  private  society  the  part  of  a  malicious 
fairy  in  a  minstrel's  tale.  This  was  the  Baroness  of  Steinfeldt^ 
famous  in  the  neighbourhood  for  her  insatiable  curiosity  and 
overweening  pride.  She  had  not  been  many  days  in  the  castle 
ere,  by  the  aid  of  a  female  attendant^  who  acted  as  an  intelli- 
gencer, she  had  made  herself  mistress  of  all  that  was  heard, 
said,  or  suspected  concerning  the  peculiarities  of  the  Baroness 
Hermione.  It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  day  appointed  for 
the  christening,  while  the  whole  company  were  assembled  in 
the  hall,  and  waiting  till  the  baroness  should  appear,  to  pass 
with  them  to  the  chapel,  that  there  arose  between  the  censori- 
ous and  haughly  dame  whom  we  have  just  mentioned  and  the 
Countess  Waldstetten  a  violent  discussion  concerning  some 
point  of  disputed  precedence.  It  was  referred  to  the  Baron 
von  Amheim,  who  decided  in  favour  of  the  countess.  Madame 
de  Steinfeldt  instantly  ordered  her  palfrey  to  be  prepared,  and 
her  attendants  to  mount. 

'  I  leave  this  place,'  she  said,  '  which  a  good  Christian  ought 
never  to  have  entered — I  leave  a  house  of  which  the  master  is 
a  sorcerer,  the  mistress  a  demon  who  dares  not  cross  her  brow 
with  holy  water,  and  their  trencher  companion  one  who  for 
a  wretched  pittance  is  willing  to  act  as  match-maker  between 
a  wizard  and  an  incarnate  fiend.' 

She  then  departed  with  rage  in  her  countenance  and  spite 
in  her  heart. 

The  Baron  of  Amheim  then  stepped  forward,  and  demanded 
of  the  knights  and  gentlemen  around  if  there  were  any  among 
them  who  would  dare  to  make  good  with  his  sword  the  in- 
famous falsehoods  thrown  upon  himself,  his  spouse,  and  his 
kinswoman. 

There  was  a  general  answer,  utterly  refusing  to  defend  the 
Baroness  of  Stei^eldt's  words  in  so  bad  a  cause,  and  universally 
testifying  the  belief  of  the  company  that  she  spoke  in  the  spirit 
of  calumny  and  falsehood. 

'Then  let  that  lie  fall  to  the  gxoimd  which  no  man  of 
courage  wiU  hold  up,'  said  the  Baron  of  Amheim;  'only,  all 
who  are  here  this  morning  shall  be  satisfied  whether  the 
Baroness  Hermione  doth  or  doth  not  share  the  rites  of 
Christianity.' 

The  Countess  of  Waldstetten  made  anxious  signs  to  him 
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while  he  spoke  thus;  and  when  the  crowd  pennitted  her  to 
approach  near  him,  she  was  heard  to  whisper,  '  0,  be  not  rash ; 
tiy  no  experiment.  There  is  something  mysterious  about  that 
opEd  talisman ;  be  prudent^  and  let  the  matter  pass  by.' 

The  baron,  who  was  in  a  more  towering  passion  than  well 
became  the  wisdom  to  which  he  made  pretence — although  it 
will  be  perhaps  allowed  that  an  afiront  so  public,  and  in  such  a 
time  and  place,  was  enough  to  shake  the  prudence  of  the  most 
staid,  and  the  philosophy  of  the  most  wise — answered  stendy 
and  briefly,  'Are  you,  too,  such  a  fooH'  and  retained  his 
purpose. 

The  Baroness  of  Amheim  at  this  moment  entered  the  hall, 
looking  just  so  pale  from  her  late  confinement  as  to  render  her 
loyely  countenance  more  interesting,  if  less  animated,  than 
usual.  Having  paid  her  compliments  to  the  assembled  com- 
pany, with  the  most  graceful  an<l  condescending  attention,  she 
was  beginning  to  inquire  why  Madame  de  Steinfeldt  was  not 
present,  when  her  husband  made  the  signal  for  the  company  to 
move  forward  to  the  chapel,  and  lent  the  baroness  his  arm  to 
bring  up  the  rear.  The  chapel  was  nearly  filled  by  the 
splendid  company,  and  all  eyes  were  bent  on  their  host  and 
hostess,  as  they  entered  the  place  of  devotion  immediately  after 
four  young  ladies,  who  supported  the  infant  babe  in  a  light 
and  beaut^ul  litter. 

As  they  passed  the  threshold,  the  baron  dipt  his  finger  in 
the  fant<tone^  and  offered  holy  water  to  his  lady,  who  accepted 
it,  as  usual,  by  touching  his  finger  with  her  own.  But  then, 
as  if  to  confute  the  calumnies  of  the  malevolent  lady  of  Stein- 
feldt, with  an  air  of  sportive  familiarity  which  was  rather  un- 
wananted  by  the  time  and  place,  he  flirted  on  her  beautiful 
forehead  a  drop  or  two  of  the  moisture  which  remained  on  his 
own  hand.  The  opal,  on  which  one  of  these  drops  had  lighted, 
shot  out  a  brilliant  spark  like  a  falling  star,  and  became  the 
instant  afterwards  lightless  and  colourless  as  a  common  pebble, 
while  the  beautiful  baroness  sunk  on  the  floor  of  the  chapel 
with  a  deep  sigh  of  pain.  All  crowded  around  her  in  dismay. 
The  unfortunate  Hermione  was  raised  from  the  ground,  and 
conveyed  to  her  chamber ;  and  so  much  did  her  countenance 
and  pulse  alter,  within  the  short  time  necessary  to  do  this,  that 
those  who  looked  upon  her  pronounced  her  a  dying  woman. 
She  was  no  sooner  in  her  own  apartment  than  she  requested  to 
be  left  alone  with  her  husband.  He  remained  an  hour  in  the 
room,  and  when  he  came  out  he  locked  and  double  locked  the 
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door  behind  him.  He  then  betook  himself  to  the  chapel,  and 
remained  there  for  an  hour  or  more,  prostrated  before  the 
altar. 

In  the  meantime,  most  of  the  guests  had  dispersed  in  dis- 
may ;  though  some  abode  out  of  courtesy  or  curiosity.  There 
was  a  general  sense  of  impropriety  in  suffering  the  door  of  the 
sick  lady's  apartment  to  remain  locked ;  but,  alarmed  at  the 
whole  circumstances  of  her  illness,  it  was  some  time  ere  any 
one  dared  disturb  the  deyotions  of  the  baron.  At  length 
medical  aid  arrived,  and  the  Countess  of  Waldstetten  took 
upon  her  to  demand  the  key.  She  spoke  more  than  once  to  a 
man  who  seemed  incapable  of  hearing,  at  least  of  understand- 
ing, what  she  said.  At  length  he  gave  her  the  key,  and  added 
sternly,  as  he  did  so,  that  iJl  aid  was  unavailing,  and  that  it 
was  his  pleasure  that  all  strangers  should  leave  the  castle. 
There  were  few  who  inclined  U^o  stay,  when,  upon  opening  the 
door  of  the  chamber  in  which  the  baroness  had  been  deposited 
little  more  than  two  hours  before,  no  traces  of  her  could  be 
discovered,  unless  that  there  was  about  a  handful  of  li^t  grey 
ashes,  like  such  as  might  have  been  produced  by  burning  fine 
paper,  found  on  the  bed  where  she  had  been  laid.  A  solemn 
funeral  was  nevertheless  performed,  with  masses  and  all  other 
spiritual  rites,  for  the  soul  of  the  high  and  noble  Lady  Her- 
mione  of  Amheim ;  and  it  was  exactly  on  that  same  day  three 
years  that  the  baron  himself  was  laid  in  the  grave  of  the  same 
chapel  of  Amheim,  with  sword,  shield,  and  helmet,  as  the  last 
male  of  his  family. 

Here  the  Swiss  paused,  for  they  were  approaching  the  bridge 
of  the  castle  of  OraSslust. 


\ 


CHAPTER  XII 

Believe  me,  air, 
It  carries  a  rare  foim ;  but  'tis  a  epirit 

The  Tempest. 

Thebb  was  a  short  silence  after  the  Bernese  had  concluded  his 
singular  tale.  Arthur  Phiiipson's  attention  had  been  gradually 
and  intensely  attracted  by  a  story  which  was  too  much  in  unison 
with  the  received  ideas  of  the  age  to  be  encountered  by  the 
unhesitating  incredulity  with  which  it  must  have  been  heeod  in 
later  and  more  enlightened  times. 

He  was  also  considerably  struck  by  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  told  by  the  narrator,  whom  he  had  hitherto  only 
regarded  in  the  light  of  a  rude  huntsman  or  soldier ;  whereas 
he  now  allowed  Donnerhugel  credit  for  a  more  extensive 
acquaintance  with  the  general  manners  of  the  world  than  he 
had  previously  anticipated.  The  Swiss  rose  in  his  opinion  as  a 
man  of  talent^  but  without  making  the  slightest  progress  in  his 
affections.  '  The  swashbuckler,'  he  said  to  himself, '  has  brains, 
as  well  as  brawn  and  bones,  and  is  fitter  for  the  office  of  com- 
manding others  than  I  formerly  thought  him.'  Then,  turning 
to  his  companion,  he  thanked  him  for  the  tale,  which  had 
shortened  the  way  in  so  interesting  a  manner. 

'And  it  is  from  this  singular  marriage,'  he  continued,  'that 
Anne  of  Gteierstein  derives  her  origin  t ' 

'  Her  mother,'  answered  the  Swiss,  '  was  Sybilla  of  Amheim, 
the  infant  at  whose  christening  the  mother  died,  disappeared, 
or  whatever  you  may  list  to  call  it.  The  barony  of  Amheim, 
being  a  male  fief,  reverted  to  the  Emperor.  The  castle  has 
never  been  inhabited  since  the  death  of  Idie  last  lord ;  and  has, 
as  I  have  heard,  become  in  some  sort  ruinous.  The  occupa- 
tions of  its  ancient  proprietors,  and,  above  all,  the  catastrophe 
of  its  last  inhabitant)  have  been  thought  to  render  it  no  eligible 
place  of  residence.' 

'  Did  there  appear  anything  preternatural/  said  the  English- 
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man,  '  about  the  young  baroness,  who  married  the  brother  of 
the  Tjandamman  t ' 

'So  far  as  I  have  heard,'  replied  Rudolph,  Hhere  were 
strange  stories.  It  was  said  that  the  nurses,  at  the  dead  of 
night,  haye  seen  Hermione,  the  last  Baroness  of  Amheim,  stand 
weeping  by  the  side  of  the  child's  cradle,  and  other  things  to 
the  same  purpose.  But  here  I  speak  from  less  correct  informa- 
tion than  that  from  which  I  drew  my  former  narrative.' 

'  And  since  the  credibility  of  a  story,  not  vexy  probable  in 
itself,  must  needs  be  granted  or  withheld  according  to  the 
evidence  on  which  it  is  given,  may  I  ask  you,'  said  Arthur,  '  to 
tell  me  what  is  the  authority  on  which  you  have  so  much 
reliance  ? ' 

'Willingly,'  answered  the  Swiss.  'Know  that  Theodore 
Donnerhuget  the  favourite  page  of  the  last  Baron  of  Amheim, 
was  my  father's  brother.  Upon  his  master's  death,  he  retired 
to  his  native  town  of  Berne,  and  most  of  his  time  was  employed 
in  training  me  up  to  anns  and  martial  exercises,  as  well  accord- 
ing to  the  fashion  of  (rermany  as  of  Switzerland,  for  he  was 
master  of  all.  He  witnessed  with  his  own  eyes,  and  heard 
with  his  own  ears,  great  part  of  the  melancholy  and  mysterious 
events  which  I  have  detailed  to  you.  Should  you  ever  visit 
Berne,  you  may  see  the  good  old  man.' 

'  You  think,  then,'  said  Arthur,  '  that  the  appearance  which 
I  have  this  night  seen  is  connected  with  the  mysterious  mar- 
riage of  Anne  of  Qeierstein's  grandfather  1' 

'  Nay,'  replied  Rudolph,  '  think  not  that  I  can  lay  down  any 
positive  explanation  of  a  thing  so  strange.  I  can  only  say 
that,  unless  I  did  you  the  injustice  to  disbelieve  your  testimony 
respecting  the  apparition  of  this  evening,  I  know  no  way  to 
account  for  it,  except  by  remembering  that  there  is  a  portion 
of  the  young  lady's  blood  which  is  thought  not  to  be  derived 
from  the  race  of  Adam,  but  more  or  less  directly  from  one  of 
those  elementaxy  spirits  which  have  been  talked  of  both  in 
ancient  and  modem  times.  But  I  may  be  mistaken.  We  will 
see  how  she  bears  herself  in  the  morning,  and  whether  she  carries 
in  her  looks  the  weariness  and  paleness  of  a  midnight  watcher. 
If  she  doth  not^  we  may  be  authorised  in  thinking  either  that 
your  eyes  have  strangely  deceived  you  or  that  they  have  been 
cheated  by  some  spectral  appearance  which  is  not  of  this  worid.' 

To  this  the  young  Englishman  attempted  no  reply,  nor  was 
there  time  for  any;  for  they  were  immediately  afterwards 
challenged  by  the  sentinel  from  the  drawbridge. 
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The  questioii  'Who  goes  there T  was  twice  eatiafaotorily 
answered  before  Sigismund  would  admit  the  patrol  to  oross 
the  drawbridge. 

'Ass  and  mule  that  thou  art,'  said  Rudolph,  'what  was  the 
meaning  of  thy  delay  1 ' 

'Ass  and  mule  thyself,  hauptmanT  said  the  Swiss,  in 
answer  to  this  objurgation.  'I  have  been  surprised  by  a 
goblin  on  my  post  once  to-night  already,  and  I  haye  got  so 
much  experience  upon  that  matter,  tiiat  I  will  not  ea^y  be 
caught  a  second  time.' 

'  What  goblin,  thou  fool,'  said  Donnerhugel,  '  would  be  idle 
enough  to  play  his  gambols  at  the  expense  of  so  rerj  poor  an 
animal  as  Uiou  artf 

'  Thou  art  as  cross  as  my  father,  hauptman,'  replied  Sigis- 
mund, '  who  cries  fool  and  blockhead  at  eyery  woid  I  speak ; 
and  yet  I  have  lips,  teeth,  and  tongue  to  speak  with,  just  like 
other  folk.' 

'  We  will  not  contest  the  matter,  Sigismund,'  said  Rudolph. 
'  It  is  dear  that,  if  thou  dost  differ  from  other  people,  it  is  in  a 
particular  which  thou  canst  be  hardly  expected  to  find  out  or 
acknowledge.  But  what,  in  the  name  of  simplicity,  is  it  which 
hath  alarmed  thee  on  thy  postf ' 

'  Marry,  thus  it  was,  hauptman,'  returned  Sigismund  Bieder- 
man.  '  I  was  something  tii^,  you  see,  with  looking  up  at  the 
broad  moon,  and  thinking  what  in  the  universe  it  could  be 
made  of,  and  how  we  came  to  see  it  just  as  well  here  as  at 
home,  this  place  being  so  many  miles  from  Geierstein.  I  was 
tired,  I  say,  of  this  and  other  perplexing  thoughts,  so  I  drew 
my  fur  cap  down  over  my  ears,  for  I  promise  you  the  wind 
blew  shrill ;  and  then  I  planted  myself  firm  on  my  feet,  with 
one  of  my  legs  a  little  advanced,  and  both  my  hands  resting 
on  my  partisan,  which  I  placed  upright  before  me  to  rest  upon; 
and  so  I  shut  mine  eyes.' 

'  Shut  thine  eyes,  Sigismund,  and  thou  upon  thy  watch ! ' 
exclaimed  Donnerhugel. 

'  Care  not  thou  for  that,'  answered  Sigismimd,  '  I  kept  my 
ears  open.  And  yet  it  was  to  little  purpose,  for  something 
came  upon  the  bridge  with  a  step  as  stealthy  as  that  of  a 
mouse.  I  looked  up  with  a  start  at  the  moment  it  was 
opposite  to  me,  and  when  I  looked  up — whom  think  you 
Isawf 

'Some  fool  like  thyself,'  said  Rudolph,  at  the  same  time 
pressing  Philipson's  foot  to  make  him  attend  to  the  answer — a 
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hint  wluob  was  little  neceaeary,  Bince  he  waited  for  it  in  the 
utmost  agitation.     Out  it  came  at  last. 

'  By  St.  Mark,  it  was  our  own  Anne  of  Geierstein ! ' 

'  It  is  impossible ! '  replied  the  Bernese. 

'I  should  have  said  so  too,'  quoth  Sigismimd,  'for  I  had 
peeped  into  her  bedroom  before  she  went  thither,  and  it  was 
BO  bedizened  that  a  queen  or  a  princess  might  haye  slept  in  it ; 
and  why  should  the  wench  get  out  of  her  good  quarters,  with 
all  her  friends  about  her  to  guard  her,  and  go  out  to  wander 
in  the  forest?' 

*  Maybe,'  said  Euddph,  'she  only  looked  from  the  bridge  to 
see  how  the  night  waned.' 

'  No,'  said  Sigismund ;  '  she  was  returning  from  the  forest. 
I  saw  her  when  she  reached  the  end  of  the  bridge,  and  thought 
of  striking  at  her,  conceiying  it  to  be  the  devil  in  her  likeness. 
But  I  remembered  my  halberd  is  no  birch  switch  to  chastise 
boys  and  girls  with ;  and  had  I  done  Anne  any  harm,  you  would 
all  have  been  angry  with  me,  and,  to  speak  truth,  I  should  have 
been  ill  pleased  with  myseLf;  for  although  she  doth  make  a 
jest  of  me  now  and  then,  yet  it  were  a  dull  house  ours  were  we 
to  lose  Anne.' 

'Ass,'  answered  the  Bernese,  'didst  thou  speak  to  this  fonn, 
or  goblin  as  you  call  it  1 ' 

'Indeed  I  did  not,  Captain  Wiseacre.  My  father  is  ever 
angry  with  me  when  I  speak  without  thinking,  and  I  could  not 
at  that  particular  moment  think  on  anything  to  the  purpose. 
Neither  was  there  time  to  think,  for  she  passed  me  like  a 
snowflake  upon  a  whirlwind.  I  marched  into  the  castle  after 
her,  however,  calling  on  her  by  name;  so  the  sleepers  were 
awakened,  and  men  flew  to  their  arms,  and  there  was  as  much 
confusion  as  if  Archibald  of  Hagenbach  had  been  among  us 
with  sword  and  pike.  And  who  should  come  out  of  her  little 
bedroom,  as  much  startled  and  as  much  in  a  bustle  as  any  of 
us,  but  Mrs.  Anne  herself!  And  as  she  protested  she  had 
never  left  her  room  that  night,  why  I,  Sigismund  Biederman, 
was  made  to  stand  the  whole  blame,  as  if  I  could  prevent 
people's  ghosts  from  walking.  But  I  told  her  my  mind  when 
I  saw  them  all  so  set  against  me.  "And,  Mistress  Anne," 
quoth  I,  "  it's  well  known  the  kindred  you  come  of ;  and,  after 
this  fair  notice,  if  you  send  any  of  your  double-gangers  *  to  me^ 
let  them  put  iron  skull-caps  on  their  heads,  for  I  will  give 
them  the  length  and  weight  of  a  Swiss  halberd,  come  in  what 

"^  Soe  Note  1. 
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shape  they  liat"  However,  they  all  oried  "  Shame  on  me ! " 
and  my  father  drove  me  out  again,  with  as  little  remorse  as  if 
I  had  been  the  old  house-dog,  which  had  stolen  in  from  his 
watch  to  the  fireside.' 

The  Bernese  replied,  with  an  air  of  coldness  approaching  to 
contempt) '  You  have  slept  on  your  watch,  Sigismund,  a  high 
military  offence,  and  you  have  dreamed  while  you  slept.  Tou 
were  in  good  luck  that  the  Tiandamman  did  not  suspect  your 
negligence,  or,  instead  of  being  sent  back  to  your  duty  li&e  a 
la^  watch-dog,  you  might  have  been  scourged  back  like  a 
faithless  one  to  your  kennel  at  Geierstein,  as  chanced  to  poor 
Ernest  for  a  less  matter.' 

'Ernest  has  not  yet  gone  back  though,'  said  Sigismund, 
'and  I  think  he  may  pass  as  tax  into  Burgundy  as  we  shall  do 
in  this  journey.  I  pray  you,  however,  hauptman,  to  treat  me 
not  dog-like,  but  as  a  man,  and  send  some  one  to  relieve  me, 
instead  of  prating  here  in  the  cold  night  air.  If  there  be  any- 
thing to  do  to-morrow,  as  I  well  guess  there  may,  a  mouthful 
of  food  and  a  minute  of  sleep  will  be  but  a  fitting  preparative^ 
and  I  have  stood  watch  here  these  two  mortal  hours.' 

With  that  the  young  giant  yawned  portentously,  as  if  to 
enforce  the  reasons  of  his  appeal. 

'  A  mouthful  and  a  minute ! '  said  Rudolph — 'a  roasted  oz  and 
a  lethaigy  like  that  of  the  Seven  Sleepers  would  scarce  restore 
you  to  t£e  use  of  your  refreshed  and  waking  senses.  But  I  am 
your  friend,  Sigismund,  and  you  are  secure  in  my  feivourable 
report ;  you  shall  be  instantly  relieved,  ih&t  you  may  sleeps  if 
it  be  possible,  without  disturbances  from  dreams.  Pass  on, 
young  men  (addressing  the  others,  who  by  this  time  had  come 
up),  and  go  to  your  rest ;  Arthur  of  England  and  I  will  report 
to  the  Landamman  and  the  banneret  the  account  of  our  patrol.' 

The  patrol  accordingly  entered  the  castle,  and  were  soon 
heard  joining  their  slumbering  companions.  Rudolph  Donner- 
hugel  seised  Arthur's  arm,  and,  while  they  went  towards  the 
hall,  whispered  in  his  ear — 

*  These  are  strange  passages !  How  think  you  we  should 
report  them  to  the  deputation  f 

'That  I  must  refer  to  yourself,'  said  Arthur:  'you  are  the 
captain  of  our  watch.  I  have  done  my  duty  in  telling  you 
what  I  saw— or  thought  I  saw ;  it  is  for  you  to  judge  how  far 
it  is  fitting  to  communicate  it  to  the  Landamman ;  only,  as  it 
concerns  tiie  honour  of  his  family,  to  his  ear  alone  I  think  it 
should  be  confided.' 
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<  I  see  no  oocasion  for  that»'  eaid  the  Bemefle,  hastily ;  '  it 
cannot  afieot  or  interest  our  general  safety.  But  I  may  take 
occasion  hereafter  to  speak  with  Anne  on  this  subject.' 

This  latter  hint  gave  as  much  pain  to  Arthur  as  the  general 
proposal  of  silence  on  an  afiBur  so  delicate  had  afforded  him 
satisfaction.  But  his  imeasiness  was  of  a  kind  which  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  suppress,  and  he  therefore  replied  with  as  much 
composure  as  he  could  assume — 

'You  will  act,  sir  hauptman,  as  your  sense  of  duty  and 
delicacy  shall  dictate.  For  me,  I  shall  be  silent  on  what  you 
caU  the  strange  passages  of  the  nighty  rendered  doubly  wonder- 
ful by  the  report  of  Sigismund  Biederman.' 

'And  also  on  what  you  haye  seen  and  heard  concerning  our 
auxiliaries  of  Berne  f '  said  Budolph. 

'  On  that  I  shall  certainly  be  silent,'  said  Arthur ;  '  unless 
thus  far,  that  I  mean  to  communicate  to  my  father  the  risk  of 
his  baggage  being  liable  to  examination  and  seizure  at  La 
Ferette.' 

'It  iB  needless,'  said  Rudolph;  'I  will  answer  with  head 
and  hand  for  the  safety  of  eyerything  belonging  to  him.' 

'  I  thank  you  in  his  name,'  said  Arthur ;  '  but  we  are  peace- 
ful trayellers,  to  whom  it  must  be  much  more  desirable  to 
ayoid  a  broil  than  to  giye  occasion  for  one,  eyen  when  secure 
of  coming  out  of  it  triumphantly.' 

'These  are  the  sentiments  of  a  merchant,  but  not  of  a 
soldier,'  said  Rudolph,  in  a  cold  and  displeased  tone ;  '  but  the 
matter  is  your  own,  and  you  must  act  in  it  as  you  think  best. 
Only  remember,  if  you  go  to  La  Ferette  without  our  assistance, 
you  hazard  both  goods  and  life.' 

They  entered,  as  he  spoke,  the  apartment  of  their  feUow- 
trayellers.  The  companions  of  their  patrol  had  already  laid 
th^nselveB  down  amo^^t  their  eleepinroom»deB  at  theW 
end  of  the  room.  The  Tiandamman  and  the  bannerman  of 
Berne  heard  Donnerhugel  make  a  report  that  his  patrol,  both 
before  and  after  midnight,  had  been  made  in  safety,  and  with- 
out any  encounter  which  expressed  either  danger  or  suspicion. 
The  Bernese  then  wrapped  him  in  his  cloak,  and,  lying  down 
on  the  straw,  with  that  happy  indifference  to  accommodation, 
and  promptitude  to  seize  the  moment  of  repose,  which  is 
acquired  by  a  life  of  yigilance  and  hardship,  was  in  a  few 
minutes  fast  asleep. 

Arthur  remained  on  foot  but  a  little  longer,  to  dart  an 
earnest  look  on  the  door  of  Anne  of  Geierstein's  apartment,  and 


AMNB  OF  GEIEBSTEIN  145 

to  reflect  on  the  wonderful  ooouirences  of  the  670mng.  Buttfaej 
fonned  a  chaotic  mystery,  for  which  he  could  see  no  due,  and 
the  neceesitj  of  holding  instant  communication  with  his  father 
compelled  Imn  forcibly  to  turn  his  thoughts  in  that  direction. 
He  was  obliged  to  observe  caution  and  secrecy  in  accomplish- 
ing his  purpose.  For  this  he  laid  himself  down  beside  his 
parent)  whose  couch,  with  the  hospitality  which  he  had  experi- 
enced from  the  beginning  of  his  intercourse  with  the  lund- 
hearted  Swiss,  had  been  ananged  in  what  was  thought  the 
most  convenient  ^aoe  of  the  apartment,  and  somewhat  apart 
from  all  others.  He  slept  sound,  but  awoke  at  the  touch  of 
his  son,  who  whispered  to  him  in  English,  for  the  greater  pre- 
cautiouy  that  he  had  important  tidings  for  his  private  ear. 

'  An  attack  on  our  postt'  said  the  elder  Philipson;  'must 
we  take  to  our  weaponsf 

'  Not  now,'  said  Arthur ;  *  and  I  pray  of  you  not  to  rise  or 
make  alarm — ^this  matter  concerns  us  alone.' 

'Tell  it  instantly,  my  son,'  replied  his  father ;  'you  speak  to 
one  too  much  used  to  danger  to  be  startled  at  it.' 

'  It  is  a  case  for  your  wisdom  to  consider,'  said  Arthur.  '  I 
had  information,  wnile  upon  the  patrol,  that  the  governor  of 
La  Ferette  will  unquestionably  seise  upon  your  baggage  and 
merchandise,  under  pretext  of  levying  dues  claimed  by  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy.  I  have  also  been  informed  that  our  escort 
of  Swiss  youUi  are  determined  to  resist  this  exaction,  and  con- 
ceive themselves  possessed  of  the  numbers  and  means  sufficient 
to  do  so  successfully.' 

'  By  St.  Geoige,  that  must  not  be ! '  said  the  elder  Philipson ; 
'it  would  be  an  evil  requital  to  the  true-hearted  Tiatidamman 
to  g^ve  the  fiezy  Duke  a  pretext  for  that  war  which  the  excellent 
old  man  is  so  anxiously  desirous  to  avoid,  if  it  be  possible.  Any 
exactions,  however  imreasonable^  I  will  gladly  pay.  But  to 
have  my  papers  seised  on  were  utter  ruin.  I  partly  feared 
this,  and  it  made  me  unwilling  to  join  myself  to  the  Landam- 
man's  party.  We  must  now  break  off  from  it.  This  rapacious 
governor  will  not  surely  lay  hands  on  the  deputation,  which 
seeks  his  master's  court  under  protection  of  the  law  of  nations ; 
but  I  can  easily  see  how  he  might  make  our  presence  with 
them  a  pretext  for  quarrel,  which  wiU  equally  suit  his  own 
avaricious  spirit  and  t^e  humour  of  these  fieiy  young  men,  who 
are  seeking  for  matter  of  offence.  This  shall  not  be  taken  for 
our  sake.  We  will  separate  ourselves  from  the  deputies,  and 
remain  behind  till  they  are  passed  on.    If  this  De  Hagenfaaoh 
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be  not  the  most  unreaaonable  of  meiiy  I  will  find  a  way  to  oon- 
tent  him  so  ftor  as  we  are  indlTidually  conoemed.  Meanwhile 
I  will  instantly  wake  the  Landamman/  he  said,  'and  acquaint 
him  with  our  purpose.' 

This  was  immediately  done,  for  Philipson  was  not  slow  in 
the  execution  of  his  resolutions.  In  a  minute  he  was  standing 
by  the  side  of  Arnold  Biederman,  who^  raised  on  his  elbow,  was 
listening  to  his  communication,  while  over  the  shoulder  of  the 
Tiandanunan  rose  the  head  and  long  beaid  of  the  deputy  from 
Schwyts,  his  laige  dear  blue  eyes  gleaming  from  beneath  a  fur 
cap^  bent  on  the  Englishman's  faoe^  but  stealing  a  glance  aside 
now  and  then  to  mark  the  impfession  which  what  was  said 
made  upon  his  colleague. 

'Good  friend  and  hosti'  said  the  elder  Philipson,  'we  have 
heard  for  a  certainty  that  our  poor  merchandise  will  be  sub- 
jected to  taxation  or  seisure  on  our  passage  through  La  Ferette, 
and  I  would  gladly  avoid  all  cause  of  quanely  for  your  sake  as 
well  as  our  own.' 

*  'Tou  do  not  doubt  that  we  can  and  will  protect  yout' 
replied  the  Tisndamman.  'I  tell  you,  Englishman,  that  the 
guest  of  a  Swiss  is  as  safe  by  his  side  as  an  eaglet  imder  the 
wing  of  its  dam;  and  to  leave  us  because  danger  approaches  is 
but  a  poor  compliment  to  our  courage  or  constancy.  I  am 
desirous  of  peace;  but  not  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  himself 
should  wrong  a  guest  of  mine,  so  for  as  my  power  might  pre- 
vent it.' 

At  this  the  deputy  from  Schwyts  clenched  a  fist  like  a  bull's 
knuckles,  and  showed  it  above  tho  shoulders  of  his  friend. 

'  It  is  even  to  avoid  this,  my  worthy  host^'  replied  Philipson, 
'that  I  intend  to  separate  from  your  friendly  company  sooner 
than  I  desire  or  purposed.  Bethink  you,  my  brave  and  worthy 
host,  you  are  an  ambassador  seeking  a  national  peace,  I  a  trader 
seeking  private  gain.  War,  or  quarrels  which  may  cause  war, 
are  alike  ruinous  to  your  purpose  and  mine.  I  confess  to  you 
frankly  that  I  am  willing  and  able  to  pay  a  huge  ransom,  and 
when  you  are  departed  I  will  negotiate  for  the  amounti  I  will 
abide  in  the  town  of  B&le  till  I  have  made  fair  terms  with 
Archibald  de  Hagenbach;  and  even  if  he  is  the  avaricious 
extortioner  you  describe  him,  he  will  be  somewhat  moderate 
with  me  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  losing  his  booty  entirely, 
by  my  turning  back  or  taking  another  route.' 

'Tou  speak  wisely,  sur  Englishman,'  said  the  Landamman; 
'and  I  thank  you  for  recalling  my  duty  to  my  remembrance. 
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But  you  must  not>  neTerthelesSy  be  exposed  to  danger.  So 
soon  as  we  move  forward,  the  country  will  be  again  open  to 
the  devaatationB  of  the  Buigandian  riders  and  lanzknechts, 
who  will  sweep  the  roads  in  eyeiy  direction.  The  people  of 
BAle  are  unhappily  too  timorous  to  protect  you :  they  would 

C'eld  you  up  upon  the  goyemor's  first  hint ;  and  for  justice  or 
nity,  you  might  as  well  expect  it  in  Hell  as  from  Hagenbach.' 

'  There  are  conjurations,  it  is  said,  that  can  make  Hell  itself 
tremble,'  said  Philipson ;  *and  I  have  means  to  propitiate  even 
this  De  Hagenbach,  providing  I  can  get  to  private  speech  with 
him.  But  I  own  I  can  expect  nothing  from  his  wild  riders  but 
to  be  put  to  death  for  the  value  of  my  cloak.' 

'If  that  be  the  case,'  said  the  Tiandaininan,  ' and  if  you  must 
needs  separate  from  us,  for  which  I  deny  not  that  you  have 
alleged  wise  and  worthy  reasons,  wherefore  should  you  not  leave 
GnJSslust  two  hours  before  usf  The  roads  will  be  safe,  as  our 
esccnt  is  expected ;  and  you  wOl  probably,  if  you  travel  early, 
find  Do  Hagenbach  sober,  and  as  capable  as  he  ever  is  of  hear- 
ing reason — ^that  is,  of  perceiving  his  own  interest  But»  after 
his  breakfast  is  washed  down  widi  Rhine  foeut,  which  he  drinks 
every  morning  before  he  hears  mass,  his  fuiy  blinds  even  his 
avarice.' 

'All  I  want,  in  order  to  execute  this  scheme,'  said  Philipson, 
'is  the  loan  of  a  mule  to  cany  my  valise,  which  is  packed  up 
with  your  baggage.' 

'Take  the  she-mule,'  said  the  Landamman ;  'she  belongs  to 
my  brother  here  from  Schwytz :  he  will  gladly  bestow  her  on 
thee.' 

'  If  she  were  worth  twenty  crowns,  and  my  comrade  Arnold 
desired  me  to  do  so,'  said  the  old  whitebeard. 

'  I  will  accept  her  as  a  loan  with  gratitude^'  said  the  English- 
man. '  But  how  can  you  dispense  with  the  use  of  the  creature  t 
Tou  have  only  one  left' 

'  We  can  easily  supply  our  want  from  B&le,'  said  the  Land- 
amman. 'Nay,  we  can  make  this  little  delay  serve  your 
purpose,  sir  Englishman.  I  named  for  our  time  of  departure 
the  first  hour  after  daybreak :  we  will  postpone  it  to  the  second 
hoar,  which  irill  give  is  enough  of  tin^^  a  horae  or  mule, 
and  you,  sir  Philipson,  space  to  reach  La  Ferette,  where  I  trust 
you  will  have  achieved  your  business  with  De  Hagenbach  to 
your  contentment,  and  will  join  company  again  with  us  as  we 
travel  through  Bui^ndy.' 

'  If  our  mutual  objects  will  permit  our  travelling  together, 
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worthy  Landamman,'  answered  the  merchant^  '  I  shall  esteem 
myself  most  happy  in  hecoming  the  partner  of  your  journey. 
And  now  resume  the  repose  which  I  have  mterrupted.' 

'  God  bless  you,  wise  and  true-hearted  man,'  said  the  Land- 
amman,  rising  and  embracing  the  Englishman.  *  Should  we 
never  meet  again,  I  will  still  remember  the  merchant  who 
neglected  thoughts  of  gain  that  he  might  keep  the  path  of 
wisdom  and  rectitude.  I  know  not  another  who  would  not 
have  risked  the  shedding  a  lake  of  blood  to  save  five  ounces  of 
gold.  Farewell  thou  too,  gallant  young  man.  Thou  hast 
learned  among  us  to  keep  thy  foot  firm  while  on  the  edge  of  a 
Helvetifikn  crag,  but  none  can  teach  thee  so  well  as  thy  father 
to  keep  an  upright  path  among  the  morasses  and  predpioes  of 
human  life.' 

He  then  embraced  and  took  a  kind  farewell  of  his  friends, 
in  which,  as  usual,  he  was  imitated  by  his  friend  of  Schwyti^ 
who  swept  with  his  long  beard  the  right  and  left  cheeks  of 
both  the  Englishmen,  and  again  made  them  heartily  welcome 
to  the  use  of  his  mule.  All  then  once  more  composed  th^n- 
selves  to  rest  for  the  space  whidi  remained  before  the  appear- 
ance of  the  autumnal  dawn. 
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CHAPTER  Xin 

The  enmity  and  disoord,  which  of  late 
Sprang  from  the  Tancoroiu  outrage  of  your  duke 
Tx>  mcnrchants,  our  ivell-dealing  oountirmen, 
Who^  wanting  gilden  to  redeem  their  lives, 
Have  seal'd  hu  rigoroua  statutes  with  their  bloods, 
Excludes  all  pity  from  our  threatening  looks. 

Uamedy  cf  Errors. 

The  dawn  had  soaroe  begun  to  touch  the  distant  horizon  when 
Arthur  Philipeon  was  on  foot  to  prepare  for  his  father's  depart- 
ure and  his  own,  which,  as  arranged  on  the  preceding  night, 
was  to  take  place  two  hours  before  the  Landamman  and  his 
attendants  proposed  to  leave  the  ruinous  castle  of  Graffislust. 
It  was  no  difficult  matter  for  him  to  separate  the  neatly 
arranged  packages  which  contained  his  father's  effects  from 
the  clumsy  bundles  in  which  the  haggage  of  the  Swiss  was 
deposited.  The  one  set  of  mails  was  made  up  with  the  neat- 
ness of  men  accustomed  to  long  and  perilous  journeys;  the 
other,  with  the  rude  carelessness  of  those  who  rarely  left  their 
home,  and  who  were  altogether  inexperienced. 

A  servant  of  the  Landamman  assisted  Arthur  in  this  task, 
and  in  placing  his  father's  baggage  on  the  mule  belonging  to 
the  bearded  deputy  from  Schwyts.  From  this  man  also  he 
received  instructions  concerning  the  road  from  Graffilust  to 
Brisach  (the  chief  citadel  of  La  Ferette),  which  was  too  plain 
and  direct  to  render  it  likely  that  they  should  incur  any  risk 
of  losing  their  way,  as  had  befallen  them  when  travelling  on 
the  Swiss  mountains.  Everything  being  now  prepared  for 
their  departure,  the  young  Englishman  awakened  his  father 
and  acquainted  him  that  all  was  ready.  He  then  retired 
towards  the  chimney,  while  his  father,  according  to  his  daily 
custom,  repeated  the  prayer  of  St.  Julian,  ^e  patron  of 
traveUers,  and  adjusted  his  dress  for  the  journey. 

It  will  not  be  wondered  at  that,  while  the  father  went 
through  his  devotions  and  equipped  himself  for  travel,  Arthur, 
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wiUi  his  heart  full  of  what  he  had  seen  of  Anne  of  Geientem 
for  some  time  before,  and  his  brain  dizsy  with  the  recollection 
of  the  incidents  of  the  preceding  nighty  should  have  kept  his 
eyes  riveted  on  the  door  of  the  deeping-apartment  at  which  he 
had  last  seen  that  young  person  disappear ;  that  is,  unless  the 
pale  and  seemingly  fantastic  form  which  had  twice  crossed  him 
so  strangely  should  prove  no  wandering  spirit  of  the  elements, 
but  the  living  substance  of  the  person  whose  appearance  it 
bore.  So  eager  was  his  curiosity  on  this  subject,  that  he 
strained  his  eyes  to  the  utmost,  as  if  it  had  been  nossible  for 
them  to  have  penetrated  through  wood  and  walls  into  the 
chamber  of  the  slumbering  maiden,  in  order  to  discover  whether 
her  eye  or  cheek  bore  any  mark  that  she  had  last  night  been  a 
watcher  or  a  wanderer. 

'But  that  was  the  proof  to  which  Rudolph  appealed,'  he 
said,  internally,  '  and  Rudolph  alone  will  have  the  opportunity 
of  remarking  the  result.  Who  knows  what  advantage  my 
communication  may  give  him  in  his  suit  with  yonder  lovely 
creature  1  And  what  must  she  think  of  me,  save  as  one  light 
of  thought  and  loose  of  tongue,  to  whom  nothing  eztraordinaxy 
can  che^ce  but  he  must  hasten  to  babble  it  into  the  ears  of 
those  who  are  nearest  to  him  at  the  moment  t  I  would  my 
tongue  had  been  palsied  ere  I  said  a  syllable  to  yonder  proud, 
yet  wily,  prize-fighter  I  I  shall  never  see  her  more,  that  is  to 
be  counted  for  certain.  I  shall  never  know  the  true  interpreta- 
tion of  those  mysteries  which  hang  around  her.  But  to  think 
I  may  have  prated  something  tending  to  throw  her  into  the 
power  of  yonder  ferocious  boor  will  be  a  subject  of  remorse  to 
me  while  I  live.' 

Here  he  was  startled  out  of  his  reverie  by  the  voice  of  his 
father.  'Why,  how  now,  boy;  art  thou  waking,  Arthur,  or 
sleeping  on  thy  feet  from  the  i&tigae  of  last  night's  service  ? ' 

'  Not  so,  my  father,'  answered  Arthur,  at  once  recollecting 
himself.  '  Somewhat  drowsy,  perhaps ;  but  the  fresh  morning 
air  will  soon  put  that  to  flight.' 

Walking  with  precaution  through  the  group  of  sleepers  who 
lay  around,  the  elder  Philipson,  when  they  had  gained  the 
door  of  the  apartment,  turned  back,  and,  looking  on  the  straw 
couch  which  the  large  form  of  the  Landamman,  and  the  silvery 
beard  of  his  constant  companion,  touched  by  the  earliest  beams 
of  light,  distinguished  as  that  of  Arnold  Biederman,  he  muttered 
between  his  lips  an  involuntary  adieu. 

'  Farewell,  minor  of  ancient  faith  and  integrity — farewell, 
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noble  Arnold — ^faiewell,  soul  of  truth  and  candour,  to  whom 
oowardioe,  aelfiahnesfl,  and  falsehood  are  alike  unknown ! ' 

'And  farewell,'  thought  his  eon,  ^to  the  loneliest  and  most 
candid,  yet  most  mjsteriouB,  of  majdens ! '  But  the  adieu,  as 
may  weU  be  believed,  was  not,  like  that  of  his  lather,  expressed 
in  words. 

They  were  soon  after  on  the  outside  of  the  gate.  The 
domestic  was  liberally  recompensed,  and  charged  with  a 
thousand  kind  words  of  laxewell  and  of  remembrance  to  the 
lAndamman  from  his  English  guests,  mingled  with  hopes  and 
wishes  that  they  might  soon  meet  again  in  the  Burgundtan 
territory.  The  young  man  then  took  the  bridle  of  the  mule, 
and  led  the  animal  forward  on  their  journey  at  an  easy  pace, 
his  lather  walking  by  his  side. 

After  a  silence  of  some  minutes,  the  elder  Philipson  ad- 
dressed Arthur.  'I  fear  me,'  he  said,  'we  shall  see  the  worthy 
lAndamman  no  more.  The  youths  who  attend  him  are  bent 
upon  taking  offence;  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  will  not  fail,  I 
f^,  to  give  them  ample  occasion ;  and  the  peace  which  the 
excellent  man  desires  for  the  land  of  his  fathers  wiU  be 
shipwrecked  ere  they  reach  the  Duke's  presence ;  though,  even 
were  it  otherwise,  how  the  proudest  prince  in  Europe  will 
brook  the  moody  looks  of  burgesses  and  peasants — so  will 
Charles  of  Burgundy  term  the  friends  we  haye  parted  from — ^is 
a  question  too  easily  answered.  A  war,  fatal  to  the  interests  of 
all  concerned,  save  Louis  of  France,  will  certainly  take  place; 
and  dreadful  must  be  the  contest  if  the  ranks  of  the  Burgundian 
chiyalry  shall  encounter  those  iron  sons  of  the  mountains, 
before  whom  so  many  of  the  Austrian  nobility  hare  been 
repeatedly  prostrated.' 

'  I  am  so  much  conyinced  of  the  truth  of  what  you  say,  my 
father,'  replied  Arthur,  'that  I  judge  eyen  this  day  wiU  not 
pass  oyer  without  a  breach  of  truce.  I  haye  already  put  on 
my  shirt  of  mail,  in  case  we  should  meet  bad  company  betwixt 
Grafblust  and  Brisach ;  and  I  would  to  Heayen  that  you  would 
obeerye  the  same  precaution.  It  will  not  delay  our  journey ; 
and  I  confess  to  you  that  I,  at  least,  will  trayel  with  much 
greater  consdousness  of  safety  should  you  do  so.' 

'I  understand  you,  my  son,'  replied  the  elder  Philipson. 
'But  I  am  a  peaceful  trayeller  in  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's 
territories,  and  must  not  willingly  suppose  that,  while  under 
the  shadow  of  his  banner,  I  must  guard  myself  against  banditti, 
as  if  I  were  in  the  wilds  of  Palestine.    As  for  the  authority  of 
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his  offioen,  and  the  extent  of  their  ezaotionsi  I  need  not  tell 
you  that  they  are,  in  our  ouroumstanoeBi  things  to  be  submitted 
to  without  grief  or  grudging.' 

Leaving  the  two  travellem  to  journey  towards  Brisaoh  at 
their  leisure,  I  must  transport  my  readers  to  the  eastern  gate 
of  that  small  town,  which,  situated  on  an  eminence,  had  a 
commanding  prospect  on  every  side,  but  especially  towards 
B&le.  It  did  not  property  make  a  paart  of  the  dominions  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  but  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  in  pawn, 
or  in  pledge,  for  the  repayment  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
due  to  Charles  by  the  Emperor  Sigismund  of  Austria,  to  whom 
the  seigniory  of  the  place  belonged  in  property.  But  the  town 
lay  so  conyeniently  for  distressing  the  commerce  of  the  Swiss, 
and  inflicting  on  that  people,  whom  he  at  once  hated  and 
despised,  sinular  marks  of  his  malevolence,  as  to  encourage  a 
general  opinion  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  implacable  and 
unreasonable  enemy  of  these  mountaineers,  would  never  listen 
to  any  terms  of  redemption,  however  equitable  or  advantageous, 
which  might  have  the  effect  of  restoring  to  the  Emperor  an 
advanced  post  of  such  consequence  to  the  gratification  of  his 
dislike  as  Brisach. 

The  situation  of  the  little  town  was  in  itself  strong,  but  the 
fortificationB  which  surrounded  it  were  barely  sufficient  to 
repel  any  sudden  attack,  and  not  adequate  to  resist  for  any 
length  of  time  a  formal  siege.  The  morning  beams  had  shone 
on  the  spire  of  the  church  for  more  than  an  hour,  when  a  taU, 
thin,  elderly  man,  wrapt  in  a  mommg  gown,  over  which  was 
buckled  a  broad  belt,  supporting  on  the  left  side  a  sword,  on 
the  right  a  dagger,  approached  Uie  barbican  of  the  eastern  gate. 
His  bonnet  displayed  a  feather,  which,  or  the  tail  of  a  fox  in 
lieu  of  it^  was  the  emblem  of  gentle  blood  throughout  all 
Germany,  and  a  badge  highly  prised  by  those  who  had  a  right 
to  wear  it. 

The  small  party  of  soldiers  who  had  kept  watch  there  during 
the  course  of  the  preceding  night,  and  supplied  sentinels  both 
for  ward  and  outlook,  took  aims  on  the  appearance  of  this 
individual,  and  drew  themselves  up  in  the  form  of  a  guaxd, 
which  receives  with  mUitaiy  reverence  an  officer  of  importance. 
Archibald  de  Hagenbach's  countenance,  for  it  was  the  governor 
himself,  expressed  that  settled  peevishness  and  ill-temper  which 
characterise  the  morning  hours  of  a  valetudinary  debauchee. 
His  head  throbbed,  his  pulse  was  feverish,  and  his  cheek  was 
pale — symptoms  el  his  having  spent  the  last  night,  as  was  his 
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usual  oustom,  amid  wine  Btoaps  and  flagons.  Judging  from  the 
haste  with  which  his  soldiers  fell  into  their  ranks,  and  the  awe 
and  silenoe  which  reigned  among  them,  it  appeared  that  they 
were  accustomed  to  expect  and  dread  his  ill  humour  on  such 
oocasicHis.  He  glanced  at  them,  accordingly,  an  inquisitiye  and 
dissatisfied  look,  as  if  he  sought  something  on  which  to  vent 
his  peevishness,  and  then  asked  for  the  Moitering  dog  Kilian.' 

Kilian  presently  made  his  appearance — a  stout^  hard-i^Toured 
man-at«rms,  a  Bavarian  by  birth,  and  by  rank  the  personal 
squire  of  the  governor. 

'What  news  of  the  Swiss  churls,  EilianT  demanded  Archi- 
bald de  Hagenbach.  'They  should,  by  theur  thrifty  habits, 
have  been  on  the  road  two  hours  since.  Have  the  peasant- 
dods  presumed  to  ape  the  manners  of  gentlemen,  ml  stuck 
by  the  flask  till  cock-crow  f 

'By  my  faith,  it  may  weU  be,'  answered  Eilian:  'the 
burghers  of  BAle  gave  them  full  means  of  carousal.' 

'How,  Eilian!  They  dared  not  offer  hospitality  to  the 
Swiss  drove  of  bullocks,  after  the  charge  we  sent  them  to  the 
contrary^ ' 

'  Nay,  the  Bftlese  received  them  not  into  the  town,'  replied 
the  squire;  'but  I  learned,  by  sure  espial,  that  they  afibrded 
them  means  of  quartering  at  Graflfislust^  which  was  furnished 
with  many  a  fair  gammon  and  pasty,  to  speak  nought  of  flasks 
of  Rhine  wine,  iMmls  of  beer,  and  stoupe  of  strong  waters.' 

'The  B&lese  shall  answer  this,  Eilian,'  said  the  governor. 
'Do  they  think  I  am  for  ever  to  be  thrusting  myself  between 
the  Duke  and  his  pleasure  on  their  behalf  f  The  fat  poikers 
have  presumed  too  much  since  we  accepted  some  trifling  gifts 
at  their  hands,  more  for  gracing  of  th^  than  for  any  advan- 
tage we  could  make  of  their  paltry  donations.  Was  it  not  the 
wine  from  B&le  which  we  were  obliged  to  drink  out  in  pint 
goblets,  lest  it  should  become  sour  before  morning  f 

'  It  was  drunk  out,  and  in  pint  goblets  too^'  said  Eilian ;  '  so 
much  I  can  well  remember.' 

'Why,  go  to,  then,'  said  the  governor;  'they  shall  know, 
these  beasts  of  B&le,  that  I  hold  myself  no  way  obliged  by  such 
donations  as  these,  and  that  my  remembrance  of  the  wines 
which  I  carouse  rests  no  longer  than  the  headache  which  the 
mixtures  they  drug  me  with  never  fail  of  late  yean  to  leave 
behind,  for  the  next  momingr's  pastime.' 

'Your  Excellency,'  replied  the  squire,  ' will  make  it,  then,  a 
quarrel  between  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  city  of  B&le, 
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that  thflj  gave  this  indirect  degree  of  eomfort  and  aasiBtanoe 
to  tlie  Swiss  deputati<xif ' 

'Ay,  many  will  I,'  said  De  Hagenbaoh,  'unless  there  be 
wise  men  among  them  who  shall  show  me  good  reasons  for 
protecting  them.  Oh,  the  B&lese  do  not  know  our  noble  Duke, 
nor  the  ^ft  he  hath  for  chastising  the  gutter-blooded  oitiaens 
of  a  free  town.  Thou  canst  tell  them,  Eilian,  as  well  as  any 
man,  how  he  dealt  with  the  villains  of  liege,  when  they  would 
needs  be  pragmatical.' 

'I  will  apprise  them  of  the  matter,'  said  Kilian,  'when 
opportunity  shall  serve,  and  I  trust  I  shall  find  them  in  a 
temper  disposed  to  cultivate  your  honourable  friendship.' 

'  Nay,  if  it  is  the  same  to  them,  it  is  quite  indifferent  to  me, 
Kilian,'  continued  the  governor;  'but  methinks  whole  and 
sound  throats  are  worth  some  purchase,  were  it  only  to  swallow 
black  puddings  and  9ckwarzb%er,  to  say  nothing  of  Westphalian 
hams  and  Nierensteiner.  I  say,  a  slashed  throat  is  a  useless 
thing,  KOian.' 

'I  will  make  the  fat  citiEens  to  understand  their  danger, 
and  the  necessity  of  making  interest,'  answered  Kilian.  '  Sure, 
I  am  not  now  to  leain  how  to  turn  the  ball  into  your  Excel- 
lency's lap.' 

'You  speak  well,'  said  Sir  Archibald.  'But  how  chanced  it 
thou  hast  so  little  to  say  to  the  Switsers'  leaguer  f  I  should 
have  thought  an  old  trooper  like  thee  would  have  made  their 
pinions  flutter  amidst  the  good  cheer  thou  teUest  me  of.' 

'  I  might  as  well  have  annoyed  an  angry  hedgehog  with  my 
bare  finger,'  said  Kilian.  '  I  surveyed  Graffid ust  myself :  there 
were  sentinels  on  the  castle  walls,  a  sentinel  on  the  bridge, 
besides  a  regular  patrol  of  these  Swiss  fellows  who  kept  strict 
watch.  So  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  done;  othervrise, 
knowing  your  Excellency's  ancient  quarrel,  I  would  have  had  a 
hit  at  them,  when  they  should  never  have  known  who  hurt  them. 
I  will  tell  you,  however,  foirly,  that  these  churls  are  acquiring 
better  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war  than  the  best  ritier  (knight).' 

'  Well,  they  will  be  the  better  worth  the  looking  after  when 
they  arrive,'  said  De  Hagenbach.  '  They  come  forth  in  state, 
doubtless,  with  all  their  finery,  their  wives'  chains  of  silver, 
their  own  medals,  and  rings  of  lead  and  copper  f  Ah,  the  base 
hinds,  they  are  unworthy  that  a  man  of  noble  blood  should  ease 
them  of  their  trash ! ' 

'  There  is  better  ware  among  them,  if  my  intelligence  hath 
not  deceived  me,'  replied  Kilian :  '  there  are  merchants ' 
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'Pshaw!  the  padkhones  of  Beme  and  Soleure,'  said  the 
governoTy  'with  tiieir  paltry  lumber,  doth  too  coarse  to  make 
covers  for  horses  of  any  breeding,  and  linen  that  is  more  like 
haircloth  than  any  composition  of  flax.  I  will  strip  them, 
howerer,  were  it  but  to  vex  the  knayes.  What !  not  content 
with  claiming  to  be  treated  like  an  independent  people,  and 
sending  forth  deputies  and  embassies  forsooth,  they  expect^  I 
wazrant^  to  make  the  indemnities  of  ambassadors  cover  the 
introduction  of  a  cargo  of  their  contraband  commodities,  and 
thus  insult  the  noble  Duke  of  Buigundy  and  cheat  him  at  the 
same  timef  But  De  Hi^genbach  is  neiUier  kaiglit  nor  gentle- 
man if  he  allow  them  to  pass  unchaUeoged.' 

'And  they  are  better  worth  being  stopped,'  said  Kilian, 
'  than  your  Excellency  supposes ;  for  they  have  English  mer- 
chants along  with  them,  and  under  their  protection.' 

' English  merchantsl'  exclaimed  De  Hagenbach,  his  eyes 
sparkling  with  joj — 'English  mercdiants,  KUianl  Men  talk 
of  Cathay  and  Ind,  where  there  are  mines  of  silver,  and  gold, 
and  diamonds;  but,  on  the  faith  ci  a  gentleman,  I  believe 
these  brutish  islanders  have  the  caves  of  treasure  whoUy  within 
their  own  foggy  land !  And  then  the  variety  <^  their  rich 
merchandise  1  Ha,  Kilian,  is  it  a  long  train  of  mules — a  jolly 
tinkling  team  f  By  Our  Lady's  glove  1  the  sound  of  it  is  alx^y 
jingling  in  my  ears,  more  musically  than  all  the  harps  of  all 
the  minnesingers  at  Heilbronn  I ' 

'  Nay,  my  lord,  there  is  no  great  train,'  replied  the  squire : 
'only  two  men,  as  I  am  given  to  understand,  with  scarce  so 
much  baggage  as  loads  a  mule ;  but>  it  is  said,  of  infinite  value 
— silk  and  samite,  lace  and  furs,  pearls  and  jewellery-work,  per- 
f omas  from  the  East^  and  gold-work  from  Venice.' 

'Raptures  and  paradise !  say  not  a  word  more,'  exclaimed 
the  rapacious  knight  of  Hagenbach;  'they  are  all  our  own, 
Kilian  1  Why,  these  are  the  very  men  I  have  dreamed  of  twice 
a-week  for  this  month  past — ay,  two  men  of  middle  stature,  or 
somewhat  under  it>  with  smooth,  round,  fair,  comely  visages, 
having  stomachs  as  plump  as  partridges,  and  purses  as  plimip 
as  their  stomachs.    Ha,  what  aayst  thou  to  my  dream,  Kilianf ' 

'  Only  that,  to  be  quite  soothfast^'  answered  the  squire,  '  it 
should  have  included  the  presence  of  a  score,  or  thereabouts,  of 
sturdy  young  giants  as  ever  dimbed  cliff  or  carried  bolt  to 
whistle  at  a  chamois ;  a  lusty  plump  of  dubs,  bills,  and  parti- 
sans, such  as  make  shields  crack  like  oaten  cakes  and  helmets 
ring  like  church-bells.' 
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'The  better,  knave — ^the  better!'  exdaimed  the  governor, 
rubbing  his  hands.  '  English  pedlars  to  plander !  Swiss  bullies 
to  beat  into  submission !  I  wot  well,  we  can  have  nothing  of 
the  Helvetian  swine  save  their  beastly  bristles:  it  is  lucky 
they  bring  these  two  island  sheep  along  with  them.  But  we 
must  get  ready  our  boarnipears,  and  dear  the  clipping-pens  for 
exercise  of  our  craft.    Here,  Lieutenant  Schonf eldt ! ' 

An  officer  stepped  forth. 

'How  many  men  are  here  on  dutyf ' 

'About  sixty,'  replied  the  officer.  'Twenty  out  on  parties 
in  different  directions,  and  there  may  be  forty  or  fifty  in  their 
quarters.' 

'Order  them  all  under  arms  instantly;  haricye,  not  by 
trumpet  or  bugle,  but  by  warning  them  in<Uvidually  in  their 
quarters  to  draw  to  arms  as  quietly  as  possible,  and  rendezvous 
here  at  the  eastern  gate.  Tell  the  villains  there  is  booty  to  be 
gained,  and  they  shall  have  their  share.' 

'On  these  terms,'  said  Schonfeldt,  'they  will  walk  over  a 
spider's  web  without  startling  the  insect  that  wove  it  I  will 
collect  them  without  loss  of  an  instant.' 

'I  tell  thee,  Kihan,'  continued  the  exulting  commandant^ 
again  speaking  apart  with  his  confidential  attendant^  '  nothing 
could  come  so  luckily  as  the  chance  of  this  onslaught  Duke 
Charles  desires  to  affixxit  the  Swiss — ^not,  look  you,  that  he 
cares  to  act  towards  them,  by  his  own  direct  orders,  in  such  a 
manner  as  might  be  termed  a  breach  of  public  faith  towards 
a  peaceful  embassy;  but  the  gallant  follower  who  shall  save 
his  prince  the  scandal  of  such  an  afiair,  and  whose  actions 
may  be  termed  a  mistake  or  misapprehension,  shall,  I  warrant 
you,  be  accounted  to  have  done  knightly  service.  Perchance 
a  frown  may  be  passed  upon  him  in  public,  but  in  private 
the  Duke  will  know  how  to  esteem  him.  Why  standest  thou 
so  silent,  man,  and  what  ails  thy  ugly,  iU-looking  aspect  t 
Thou  art  not  afraid  of  twenty  Switser  boys,  and  we  at  the 
head  of  such  a  band  of  spears  f 

'The  Swiss,'  answered  Kilian,  'will  give  and  take  good 
blows,  yet  I  have  no  fear  of  them.  But  I  like  not  that  we 
should  trust  too  much  to  Duke  Charles.  That  he  would  be,  in 
the  firat  instance,  pleased  with  any  dishonour  done  ihe  Swiss  is 
likely  enough ;  but  if,  as  your  Excellency  hints,  he  finds  it  after- 
wards convenient  to  disown  the  action,  he  is  a  prince  likely  to 
give  a  lively  colour  to  his  disavowal  by  hanging  up  the  actors.' 

'  Pshaw ! '  said  the  commandant,  '  I  know  where  I  stand. 
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Such  a  trick  were  like  enough  to  be  played  by  Louis  of  France, 
but  it  18  foreign  to  the  blunt  ohanicter  of  our  bold  one  <^  Bur- 
gundy. Why  the  devil  stand'st  thou  still,  man,  simpezing  like 
an  ape  at  a  roasted  chestnut^  which  he  thinks  too  wann  for 
hisfingerst' 

'  Tour  Exoellenoy  is  wise  as  well  as  warlike,'  said  the  esquire, 
'  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  contest  your  pleasure.  But  this  peace- 
ful embassy — ^these  English  merchants — if  Charles  goes  to  war 
with  Louis,  as  the  rumour  is  current^  what  he  should  most  of 
all  desire  is  the  neutrality  of  Switsorland,  and  the  assistance 
of  England,  whose  king  is  crossing  the  sea  with  a  great  army. 
Now  you.  Sir  Archibald  of  Hagenbach,  may  well  do  that  in 
the  course  ci  this  vexy  morning  which  will  put  the  Confeder- 
ated Cantons  in  arms  against  Charles^  and  turn  the  Engliwh 
from  allies  into  enemies.' 

'I  care  not,'  said  the  commandant;  'I  know  the  Duke's 
humour  well,  and  if  he,  the  master  of  so  many  proyinces,  is 
willing  to  risk  them  in  a  self-willed  frolic,  what  is  it  to 
Archibald  de  Hagenbach,  who  has  not  a  foot  of  land  to  lose  in 
the  cause)' 

'  But  you  have  life,  my  lord,'  said  the  esquire. 

'Ay,  lifel'  replied  the  knight — 'a  paltry  right  to  exist, 
which  I  have  been  leady  to  stake  every  day  of  my  life  for 
dollars — ay,  and  for  kreutsers — and  think  you  I  will  hesitate  to 
pledge  it  for  broad-pieces,  jewels  of  the  East;^  and  goldsmith's 
work  of  Venice  f  No^  Kifutn;  these  English  must  be  eased 
of  their  bales,  that  Ar^bald  de  Hagenbadi  may  drink  a  purer 
flask  than  their  thin  Moselle,  and  wear  a  brocade  doublet 
instead  of  greasy  Telvet.  Nor  is  it  less  necessary  that  Kilian 
should  have  a  seemly  new  jeridn,  with  a  purse  of  ducats  to 
jingle  at  his  girdle.' 

'  By  my  faith,'  said  Kilian,  *  that  last  argument  hath  dis- 
armed my  scruples,  and  I  give  up  the  pointy  since  it  ill  befits 
me  to  dilute  with  your  Excellency.' 

'To  the  work  then,'  said  his  leader.  'But  stay;  we  must 
first  take  the  church  along  with  us.  The  priest  of  St.  Paul's 
hath  been  moody  of  late^  and  sproad  abroad  strange  things 
from  the  pulpit^  as  if  we  were  little  better  than  common 
piUagers  and  robbers.  Nay,  he  hath  had  the  insolence  to  warn 
me,  as  he  termed  it^  twice,  in  strange  form.  It  were  well  to 
break  the  growling  mastiff's  bald  head ;  but»  since  that  might 
be  ill  taken  by  the  Duke,  the  next  point  of  wisdom  is  to  flmg 
him  a  bone.' 
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'  He  may  be  a  dangerouB  enemy/  said  the  fiquire,  dubioudy ; 
'  his  power  is  great  with  the  people.' 

<Tushi'  replied  Hagenb&oh,  'I  know  how  to  disarm  the 
shaveling.  Send  to  him,  and  tell  him  to  come  hither  to  speak 
with  me.  Meanwhile,  have  all  our  force  under  arms ;  let  the 
barbican  and  barrier  be  well  manned  with  archers;  station 
spearmen  in  the  houses  on  each  hand  of  the  gateway ;  and  let 
the  street  be  barricaded  with  carts,  well  bound  together,  but 
placed  as  if  they  had  been  there  by  accident;  place  a  body  of 
determined  fellows  in  these  carts,  and  behind  them.  So  soon 
as  the  merchants  and  their  mules  enter,  for  that  is  the  main 
point,  up  with  your  drawbridge,  down  with  the  portcuUis, 
send  a  ToUey  of  arrows  among  those  who  are  without,  if  they 
make  any  souffle ;  disarm  and  secure  those  who  have  entered, 
and  are  cooped  up  between  the  barricade  before  and  the 
ambush  behind  and  around  them.    And  then,  Eilian ' 

'And  then,'  said  his  esquire,  'shall  we,  like  merry  Free 
Companions,  be  knuckle-deep  in  the  English  budgets * 

'And,  like  jovial  hunters,'  replied  the  knight,  'elbow-deep 
in  Swiss  blood.' 

'The  game  will  stand  at  bay  though,'  answered  Eilian. 
'They  are  led  by  that  Donnerhugel  whom  we  have  heard  of, 
whom  they  call  Uie  Toung  Bear  of  Berne.  They  will  turn  to 
their  defence.' 

'  The  better,  man ;  wouldst  thou  kill  sheep  rather  than  hunt 
wolyesf  Besides,  our  toils  are  set^  and  the  whole  garrison  shall 
assist.  Shame  on  thee,  Eilian,  thou  wert  not  wont  to  have  so 
many  scruples ! ' 

'  Nor  have  I  now,'  said  Eilian.  '  But  these  Swiss  bills,  and 
two-handed  swords  of  the  breadth  of  four  inches,  are  no  child's 
play.  And  then,  if  you  call  all  our  garrison  to  the  attack,  to 
whom  will  your  Excellency  entrust  the  defence  of  the  other 
gates  and  the  circuit  of  the  wallsf ' 

'  Lock,  bolt,  and  chain  up  the  gates,'  replied  the  governor, 
'and  bring  the  keys  hither.  There  shall  no  one  leave  the  place 
till  this  afiair  is  over.  Let  some  score  of  the  citisens  take  arms 
for  the  duty  of  guarding  the  walls ;  and  look  they  discharge  it 
well,  or  I  will  lay  a  fine  on  them  which  they  shall  discharge  to 
purpose.' 

'  They  will  grumble,'  said  Eilian.  '  They  say  that,  not  being 
the  Duke's  subjects,  though  the  place  is  impledged  to  his  Grace, 
they  are  not  liable  to  military  service.' 

'  They  lie !  the  cowardly  slaves,'  answered  De  Hagenbach. 
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*  If  I  have  not  employed  them  much  hitherto,  it  ia  beoauee  I 
Boom  their  aemtapoe ;  nor  would  I  now  uae  their  help,  were  it 
for  anything  aaye  to  keep  a  watch,  by  looking  out  straight 
before  them.  Let  them  obey,  as  they  respect  their  property, 
persons,  and  families.' 

A  deep  yoioe  behind  them  repeated  the  emphatic  language 
<^  Scripture — '  I  have  seen  the  wicked  man  flourish  in  his  power 
even  like  unto  a  laurel,  but  I  returned  and  he  was  not — yea,  I 
sought  him,  but  he  was  not  to  be  found.' 

Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  turned  stemly,  and  encountered 
the  dark  and  ominous  looks  of  the  priest  of  St  Paul's^  dressed 
in  the  Testments  of  his  order. 

'We  are  busy,  father,'  said  the  goremor,  'and  will  hear 
your  preachments  another  time.' 

'I  come  by  your  summons,  sir  goiremor,'  said  the  priest^ 
'or  I  had  not  intruded  myself  where  I  well  knew  my  preach- 
ments, if  you  term  them  so^  will  do  no  good.' 

'0, 1  crave  your  mercy,  reverend  father,'  said  De  Hagen- 
bach. 'Yes,  it  is  true  that  I  did  send  for  you,  to  desire  your 
prayers  and  kind  intercession  with  Our  Lady  and  St.  Paul  in 
some  transactions  which  are  likely  to  occur  this  morning,  and 
in  which,  as  the  LcMnbard  says,  I  do  espy  roba  di gnadagno* 

'Sir  Archibald,'  answered  the  priest,  calmly,  'I  wdQ  hope 
and  trust  that  you  do  not  forget  the  nature  of  the  glorified 
saints  so  far  as  to  ask  them  for  their  blessing  upon  such 
exploits  as  you  have  been  too  oft  engaged  in  since  your  arrival 
amongst  us — an  event  which  of  itself  gave  token  of  the  Divine 
anger.  Nay,  let  me  say,  humble  as  I  am,  that  decency  to  a 
servant  of  tihe  altar  should  check  you  from  proposing  to  me  to 
put  up  prayers  for  the  success  of  pillage  and  robbery.' 

'I  understand  you,  father,'  said  the  rapacious  governor, 
'and  you  shall  see  I  da  While  you  are  the  Duke's  subject^ 
you  must  by  your  office  put  up  your  prayers  for  his  success  in 
matters  that  are  fairiy  managed.  You  acknowledge  this  with 
a  graceful  bend  of  your  reverend  head)  Well,  then,  I  wiU  be 
as  reasonable  as  you  are.  Say  we  desire  the  intercession  (A  the 
good  saints,  and  of  you,  their  pious  orator,  in  somethix^  a  little 
out  of  the  ordinary  path,  and,  if  you  wiU,  somewhat  of  a 
doubtful  complexion — are  we  entitled  to  ask  you  or  them  for 
their  pains  and  trouble  without  a  just  consideration  t  Surely 
no.  Therefore  I  vow  and  solemnly  promise  that^  if  I  have 
good  fortune  in  this  morning's  adventure^  St.  Paul  shall  have 
an  altardoth  and  a  basin  of  silver,  large  or  little,  as  my  booty 
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will  permit;  Our  Lady  a  web  of  satin  for  a  full  8uit»  with  a 
neck£EU3e  of  pearl  for  holida jb  ;  and  thou,  priest^  some  twenty 
pieces  of  broad  English  gold,  for  acting  as  go-between  betwixt 
ourselves  and  the  blessed  Apostles,  whom  we  acknowledge  our- 
selves unworthy  to  negotiate  with  in  our  pro&ne  person.  And 
now,  sir  priest^  do  we  understand  each  o&er,  for  I  have  little 
time  to  lose  f  I  know  you  have  hard  thoughts  of  me,  but  you 
see  the  devil  is  not  quite  so  horrible  as  he  is  painted.' 

'  Do  we  understand  each  other  f '  answered  the  black  priest 
of  St.  Paul's,  repeating  the  governor's  question.  'Alas,  no! 
and  I  fear  me  we  never  shalL  Hast  thou  never  heard  the 
words  spoken  by  the  holy  hermit,  Berohtold  <^  Offiingen,  to 
the  implacable  Queen  Agnes,  who  had  revenged  with  such 
dreadful  severity  the  assassination  of  her  father,  the  Emperor 
Albertf 

*  Not  I,'  returned  the  knight ;  '  I  have  neither  studied  the 
chronicles  of  emperors  nor  the  legends  of  hermits ;  and,  there- 
fore, sir  priest^  an  you  like  not  my  proposal,  let  us  have  no 
farther  words  on  the  matter.  I  am  unwont  to  press  my  favours, 
or  to  deal  with  priests  who  require  entreaty  when  gifts  are  held 
out  to  them.' 

'Hear  yet  the  words  of  the  holy  man,'  said  the  priest.  '  The 
tune  may  come,  and  that  shortly,  when  you  would  gladly  desire 
to  hear  what  you  scornfully  reject.' 

'Speak  on,  but  be  brief,'  said  Arohibakl  de  Hagenbach; 
'and  know,  though  thou  mayst  terrify  or  cajole  the  multitude, 
thou  now  speakeet  to  one  whose  resolution  is  fixed  far  beyond 
the  power  (rf  thy  eloquence  to  melt.' 

'Know,  then,'  said  the  priest  of  St.  Paul's,  'that  Agnes, 
daughter  of  the  murdered  Albert,  after  shedding  oceans  of 
blocxl  in  avenging  his  bloody  death,  founded  at  length  the  rich 
abbey  of  Eoenigsfeldt ;  and,  that  it  might  have  a  superior  claim 
to  renowned  sanctity,  made  a  pilgrimage  in  person  to  the  cell 
of  the  holy  hermit>  and  besought  of  hun  to  honour  her  abbey 
by  taking  up  his  residence  tibere.  But  what  was  his  reply! 
Mark  it  and  tremble.  "Begone,  ruthless  woman,"  said  the 
holy  man;  "God  will  not  be  served  with  blood-guiltiness,  and 
rejects  the  gifts  which  are  obtained  bv  violence  and  robbery. 
The  Almighty  loves  mercy,  justice,  and  humanity,  and  by  the 
lovers  of  these  only  will  He  be  worshipped."  And  now,  Archi- 
bald of  Hagenbach,  once,  twice,  thrice  hast  thou  had  warning. 
Live  as  becomes  a  man  on  whom  sentence  is  passed,  and  who 
must  expect  execution.' 
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Haying  spoken  these  words  with  a  menacing  tone  and 
frowning  aspect^  the  priest  of  St.  Paul's  turned  away  from  the 
governor,  whose  first  impulse  was  to  command  him  to  be 
arrested.  But,  when  he  recollected  the  serious  consequences 
which  attached  to  the  laying  Tiolent  hands  on  a  priest,  he 
suffered  him  to  depart  in  peace,  conscious  that  his  own  un- 
popularity might  render  any  attempt  to  revenge  himself  an  act 
of  great  rashness.  He  called,  therefore,  for  a  beaker  of  Bur- 
gundy, in  which  he  swallowed  down  his  displeasure,  and  had 
just  returned  to  Kilian  the  cup,  which  he  hail  drained  to  the 
bottom,  when  the  warden  winded  a  blast  from  the  watch- 
tower,  which  betokened  the  arriyal  of  strangers  at  the  gate  of 
the  city. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 

I  ^vill  remt  sneh  entertuimient,  till 
My  enemy  has  more  power. 

The  TtmpesL 

*  That  blast  was  but  feebly  blown,'  said  De  Hagenbach,  ascend- 
ing to  the  ramparts,  from  which  he  ooold  see  what  passed  on 
the  outside  of  the  gate.     '  Who  approaches,  EiUan  f ' 

The  trusty  squire  was  hastening  to  meet  him  with  the  news. 

'  Two  men  with  a  mule,  an  it  please  your  Excellency ;  and 
merchants,  I  presume  them  to  be.' 

' Merchants  1  'Sdeath,  villain!  pedlars  you  mean.  Heard 
ever  man  of  English  merchants  tramping  it  on  foot,  with  no 
more  baggage  than  one  mule  can  manage  to  carry)  They 
must  be  beggarly  Bohemians,  or  those  whom  the  French  people 
call  Esoossais.  The  knayes !  they  shall  pay  wil^  the  pining  of 
their  paunches  for  the  poyeriy  of  their  purses.' 

'  Do  not  be  too  hasty,  an 't  please  your  ExceUency,'  quoth 
the  squire :  ^  small  budgets  hold  rich  goods.  But  rich  or  poor, 
they  are  our  men,  at  least  they  have  all  the  maiics :  the  elder, 
wellHsiced  and  dafk-visaged,  may  write  fifty-and-fiye  years,  a 
beard  somewhat  grizzled;  the  younger,  some  two-and-twenty, 
taller  than  the  first,  and  a  well-fayoured  lad,  with  a  smooth 
chin  and  light-brown  mustachios.' 

'  Let  them  be  admitted,'  said  the  govemor,  turning  back  in 
order  again  to  descend  to  the  street,  'and  bring  them  into  the 
/olterkammer  of  the  toll-house.' 

So  saying,  he  betook  himself  to  the  place  appointed,  which 
was  an  apartment  in  the  large  tower  that  protected  the  eastern 
gateway,  in  which  were  deposited  the  rack,  with  various  other 
instruments  of  torture,  which  the  cruel  and  rapacious  governor 
was  in  the  habit  of  applying  to  such  prisoners  from  whom  he 
was  desirous  of  extorting  either  booty  or  information.  He 
entered  the  apartment,  which  was  dimly  lighted,  and  had  a 
lofty  €k>thic  roof  which  could  be  but  imperfectly  seen,  while 
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noo668  and  oords  hanging  down  from  thenoe  annoanoed  a  f ear- 
f  111  connexion  with  yarious  implements  of  nisted  iron  that  hmig 
round  the  walls  or  lay  soattei^  on  the  floor. 

A  faint  stream  of  light  through  one  of  the  ntimeroiia  and 
nanow  slits,  or  shot-holes,  with  which  the  walls  were  garnished, 
tell  directly  upon  the  person  and  visage  of  a  taU,  swarthy  man, 
seated  in  what,  but  for  the  partial  illumination,  would  haye 
been  an  obscure  comer  of  tbls  evil-boding  apartment.  His 
features  were  regular,  and  even  handsome,  but  of  a  character 
peculiarly  stem  and  sinister.  This  person's  dress  was  a  doak  of 
scarlet;  his  head  was  bare,  and  surrounded  by  shaggy  looks  of 
black,  which  time  had  partly  grizzled.  He  was  busily  employed 
in  furbishing  and  burnishing  a  broad  two-handed  sword,  of  a 
peculiar  shape,  and  considerably  shorter  than  the  weapons  of 
that  kind  which  we  have  described  as  used  by  the  Swiss.  He 
was  so  deeply  engaged  in  his  task,  that  he  started  as  the  heavy 
door  opened  with  a  jarring  noise,  and  the  sword,  escaping  from 
his  hold,  rolled  on  the  stone  floor  with  a  heavy  clash. 

'Ha!  Khofrfgeriekter^^  said  the  knight,  as  he  entered  the 
folterkammery  '  thou  art  preparing  for  thy  duty  f ' 

'  It  would  ill  become  your  Excellency's  servant,'  answered  the 
man,  in  a  harsh,  deep  tone,  '  to  be  found  idle.  But  the  prisoner 
is  not  f ar  o£^  as  I  can  judge  by  the  fall  <^  my  sword,  which 
infallibly  announces  the  presence  of  him  who  shall  feel  its 
edge.' 

'The  prisoners  are  at  hand,  Francis,'  replied  the  governor; 
'  but  thy  omen  has  deceived  thee  for  once.  They  are  fellows 
for  whom  a  good  rope  will  suffice,  and  thy  sword  drinks  only 
noble  blood.' 

'  The  worse  for  Francis  Steinemhen,'  replied  the  official  in 
scarlet :  '  I  trusted  that  your  Excellency,  who  have  ever  been  a 
bountiful  patron,  should  this  day  have  made  me  noble.' 

'  Noble  1 '  said  the  governor ;  '  thou  art  mad.  Thou  noble — 
the  common  executioner ! ' 

'And  wherefore  not,  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbacfat  I  think 
the  name  of  Francis  Steinemherz  vcn  Blutacker  will  suit 
nobility,  being  fairly  and  legally  won,  as  well  as  another.  Nay, 
do  not  staie  on  me  thus.  If  one  of  my  profession  shall  do  lus 
grim  office  on  nine  men  of  noble  birth,  with  the  same  weapon, 
and  with  a  single  blow  to  each  patient,  bath  he  not  a  right  to 
his  freedom  from  taxes,  and  his  nobility  by  patent!' 

'  So  says  the  law,'  said  Sir  Archibald,  after  reflecting  for  a 
moment;  'but  rather  more  in  scorn  than  seriously,  I  should 
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judge,  sinoe  no  one  was  eyer  known  to  claim  the  benefit 
of  it.' 

'The  prouder  boast  for  him,'  said  the  funotionaiy,  'that 
shall  be  Uie  first  to  demand  the  honours  due  to  a  sharp  sword 
and  a  dean  stroke.  I,  Francis  Steinemhens,  will  be  the  first 
noble  of  my  profession,  when  I  shall  have  despatched  one  more 
knight  of  the  Empire.' 

'Thou  hast  been  ever  in  my  sernce,  hast  thou  notf  de- 
manded De  Hagenbach. 

'Under  whit  other  master,'  replied  the  executioner,  'could 
I  haye  enjoyed  such  constant  practice  f  I  have  executed  your 
decrees  on  condemned  sinners  since  I  could  swing  a  scourge, 
lift  a  crowbar,  or  wield  this  trusty  weapon ;  and  who  can  say 
I  ever  failed  of  my  first  blow,  or  needed  to  deal  a  secondt 
Tristrem  of  the  Hospital,  and  his  famous  assistants,  Petit  Andr6 
and  Trois-Eschelles,^  are  novices  compared  with  me  in  the  use 
of  the  noble  and  knightly  sword.  Marry,  I  should  be  ashamed 
to  match  myself  with  them  in  the  field  practice  with  bowstring 
and  dagger;  these  are  no  feats  worthy  of  a  Christian  man  who 
would  rise  to  honour  and  nobility.' 

'  Thou  art  a  fellow  of  excellent  address,  and  I  do  not  deny 
it,'  replied  De  Hagenbach.  '  But  it  cannot  be — ^I  trust  it  can- 
not be— that,  when  noble  blood  is  becoming  scarce  in  the  land, 
and  proud  churls  are  lording  it  over  kiughts  and  barons,  I 
myself  should  have  caused  so  much  to  be  spilled  f ' 

'  I  will  number  the  patients  to  your  Excellency  by  name  and 
title,'  said  Francis,  drawing  out  a  scroll  of  parchment,  and 
reading  with  a  commentary  as  he  went  on.  '  There  was  Count 
William  of  Elvershoe ;  he  was  my  assay-piece,  a  sweet  youth, 
and  died  most  like  a  Christian.' 

'I  remember;  he  was  indeed  a  most  smart  youth,  and 
courted  my  mistress,'  said  Sir  Arohibald. 

'He  died  on  St.  Jude's^  in  the  year  of  grace  1455,'  said  the 
executioner. 

'  Go  on,  but  name  no  dates,'  said  the  goyemor. 

'  Sir  Miles  of  Stockenborg ' 

'  He  drove  off  my  cattle,'  observed  his  Excellency. 

'  Sir  Louis  of  Riesenf eldt '  continued  the  executioner. 

'  He  made  love  to  my  wife,'  commented  the  governor. 

'The  three  Jungherm  of  Lammerbourg;  you  made  their 
father,  the  count,  childless  in  one  day.' 

'And  he  made  me  landless,'  said  Sir  Archibald,  'so  that 

*  Three  w«ll*kiiowB  ehaimoten  who  flgnre  Id  UlumUin  Dwrward  (Lainff). 
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aooount  is  settled.  Thou  needest  read  no  farther,'  he  con- 
tinued, 'I  admit  thy  record,  though  it  is  written  in  letters 
somewhat  of  the  reddest.  I  had  counted  these  three  young 
gentlemen  as  one  execution.' 

'  Tou  did  me  the  greater  wrong,'  said  Francis :  *  they  cost 
three  good  s^mrate  blows  of  this  good  sword.' 

'Be  it  so,  and  God  be  with  tiieir  souls,'  said  Hagenbaoh. 
'But  thy  ambition  must  go  to  sleep  for  a  whUe,  9eharfyenelUerf 
for  the  stuff  that  came  hither  to-day  is  for  dungeon  and  cord, 
or  perhaps  a  touch  of  the  rack  or  strappado :  there  is  no  honour 
to  win  on  them.' 

'The  worse  luck  mine,'  said  the  executioner.  'I  had 
dreamed  so  surely  that  your  honour  had  made  me  noble — and 
then  the  fall  of  my  swordf ' 

'  Thke  a  bowl  al  wine,  and  forget  your  auguries.' 

'  With  your  honour^s  peimissicxi,  no,'  said  the  executioner : 
'  to  drink  before  noon  were  to  endanger  the  nicety  of  my  hand.' 

'  Be  silent,  then,  and  mind  your  duty,'  said  De  Hagenbaoh. 

Francis  took  up  his  sheathless  sword,  wiped  the  dust  rever- 
ently from  it,  and  withdrew  into  a  comer  of  the  chamber, 
where  he  stood  leaning  with  his  hands  on  the  pommel  of  the 
fatal  weapon. 

Almost  immediately  afterwards,  Kilian  entered  at  the  head 
of  five  or  six  soldiers,  conducting  the  two  Philipsons,  whose 
arms  were  tied  down  with  cords. 

'Approach  me  a  chair,'  said  the  governor,  and  took  his 
place  gravely  beside  a  table,  on  which  stood  writing-materials. 
'  Who  are  these  men,  Kilian,  and  wherefore  are  they  bound  f ' 

'So  please  your  Excellency,'  said  Kilian,  with  a  deep  respect 
of  manner  which  entirely  differed  from  the  tone,  approaching 
to  familiarity,  with  which  he  communicated  with  his  master  in 
private,  '  we  thought  it  wdl  that  these  two  strangers  should 
not  appear  armed  in  your  gracious  presence;  and  when  we 
requi^  of  them  to  surrender  their  weapons  at  the  gato,  as  is 
the  custom  of  the  garrison,  this  young  gallant  must  needs 
offer  resistance.  I  admit  he  gave  up  his  weapon  at  his  father's 
command.' 

'It  is  false!'  exclaimed  young  Philipson;  but  his  father 
making  a  sign  to  him  to  be  sOent,  he  obeyed  instantly. 

'Noble  sir,'  said  the  elder  Philipson,  'we  are  strangers,  and 
unacquainted  with  the  rules  of  this  citadel;  we  are  English- 
men, and  unaccustomed  to  submit  to  personal  mishandling; 
we  trust  you  will  have  excuse  for  us,  when  we  found  ourselves, 
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without  any  ezplanatioa  of  the  oattse,  rudely  seised  on  by  we 
knew  not  whom.  My  aon,  who  is  young  and  unthinking,  did 
partly  draw  his  weapon,  but  desisted  at  my  command,  without 
having  altogether  unsheathed  his  sword,  far  lees  made  a  blow. 
For  myself,  I  am  a  merchant,  accustomed  to  submit  to  the 
laws  and  customs  of  the  countries  in  which  I  traffic ;  I  am  in 
the  territories  of  the  Duke  of  Buzgundy,  and  I  know  his  laws 
and  customs  must  be  just  and  equitable.  He  is  the  powerful 
and  faithful  ally  of  England,  and  I  fear  nothing  while  imder 
his  banner.* 

'  Hem — hem ! '  replied  De  Hagenbach,  a  little  disconcerted 
by  the  Englishman's  composure,  and  perhaps  recollecting  that^ 
unless  his  passions  were  awakened,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Swiss, 
whom  he  detested,  Charles  of  Burgundy  deserved  the  character 
of  a  just  though  severe  prince.  ^Fair  words  are  well,  but 
hardly  make  amends  for  foul  actions.  Tou  have  drawn  swords 
in  riot  and  opposition  to  the  Duke's  soldiers,  when  obeying 
the  mandates  which  regulate  their  watch.' 

'Surely,  sir,'  answered  Philipson,  'this  is  a  severe  construc- 
tion of  a  most  natural  action.  But,  in  a  word,  if  you  are 
disposed  to  be  rigorous,  the  simple  action  of  drawing,  or  at- 
tempting to  draw,  a  sword  in  a  garrison  town  is  only  punish- 
able by  pecuniaiy  fine,  and  such  we  must  pay,  if  it  be  yom* 
will.' 

'  Now,  here  is  a  silly  sheep,'  said  Ellian  to  the  executioner, 
beside  whom  he  had  stationed  himself,  somewhat  apart  from 
the  group,  'who  vcduntarily  oflfers  his  own  fleece  to  the 
clipper.' 

'  It  will  scarcely  serve  as  a  ransom  for  his  throat,  dr  squire,' 
answered  Francis  Steinemhen ;  '  for,  look  you,  I  dreamed  last 
night  that  our  master  made  me  noble,  and  I  knew  by  the  fall 
of  my  sword  that  this  is  the  man  by  whom  I  am  to  mount 
to  gentility.  I  must  this  very  day  deal  on  him  with  my  good 
sword.' 

'Why,  thou  ambitious  fool,'  said  the  esquire^  'this  is  no 
noble,  but  an  island  pedlar — a  mere  English  citisen.' 

'Thou  art  deceived,'  said  the  executioner,  'and  hast  never 
looked  on  men  when  they  are  about  to  die.' 

'Have  I  notr  said  the  squire.  'Have  I  not  locked  on 
five  pitched  fields,  besides  skinnishes  and  ambuscades  in- 
numerable V 

'That  tries  not  the  courage,'  said  the  Bcha/rfgeriefUer,  'All 
men  will  fight  when  pitched  against  eaoh  other.    So  will  the 
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most  paltiy  oun,  bo  will  the  dungfaill  iawh.  Bat  he  is  bravB 
and  noble  who  can  look  on  a  acfl^old  and  a  blook,  a  priest  to 
give  him  absolutioOy  and  the  headsman  and  good  sword  which 
is  to  mow  him  down  in  his  strength,  as  he  would  look  upon 
things  indifferent;  and  such  a  man  is  that  whom  we  now 
behold.' 

'Yes,'  answered  Kilian,  *bat  that  man  looks  not  oa  such  an 
apparatus :  he  only  sees  our  illustrious  patron,  Sir  Archibald 
de  Hagenbach.' 

*And  he  who  looks  upon  Sir  Archibald,' said  the  executioner, 
'being,  as  yonder  man  assuredly  is,  a  person  of  sense  and 
apprehension,  looks  he  not  upon  sword  and  headsman  f  Assur- 
edly that  prisoner  apprehends  as  much,  and  being  so  composed 
as  he  is  tmder  such  couTiction,  it  shows  him  to  be  a  nobleman 
by  blood,  or  may  I  myself  never  win  nobility ! ' 

*  Our  master  will  come  to  compromise  with  him,  I  judge,' 
replied  Kilian;  *he  looks  smilingly  on  him.' 

'Never  trust  to  me  then,'  said  the  man  in  scarlet;  'there 
is  a  glance  in  Sir  Archibald's  eye  which  betokens  blood,  as 
surely  as  the  dog-star  bodes  pestilence.' 

While  thesedependantsof  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  were 
thus  OQuversing  apart,  their  master  had  engaged  the  prisoners 
in  a  long  train  of  captious  intenogatories  concerning  their 
business  m  Switeerland,  their  connexion  with  the  Trfindamman, 
and  the  cause  of  their  travelling  into  Burgundy,  to  all  which 
the  senior  Philipson  gave  direct  and  plain  answers,  excepting 
to  the  last.  He  was  going,  he  said,  into  Bnigundy,  for  the 
purpose  of  his  traffic;  his  wares  were  at  the  ^poeal  of  the 
governor,  who  might  detain  all,  or  any  part^  of  them,  as  he 
might  be  diBposed  to  make  himself  answerable  to  his  master. 
But  his  business  with  the  Duke  was  of  a  private  nature,  re- 
specting some  particular  matters  of  fxaxaneree,  in  which  othen 
as  well  as  he  himself  were  interested.  To  the  Duke  alcme,  he 
declared,  would  he  conmiunicate  the  affidr ;  and  he  pressed  it 
strongly  on  the  governor,  that,  if  he  should  sustain  any  damage 
in  his  own  penon  or  that  of  his  son,  the  Duke's  severe  duh 
pleasure  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

De  Hagenbach  was  evidently  much  embarrassed  by  the 
steady  tone  of  his  prisoner,  and  more  than  once  held  counsel 
with  the  bottle,  Mb  never-failing  orade  in  cases  of  extreme 
difficulty.  Philipson  had  readily  surrendered  to  the  governor  a 
list  or  invoice  of  his  merohandise,  which  was  of  so  inviting  a 
character,  that  Sir  An^ibald  absolutely  gloated  over  it    After 
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remainmg  in  deep  meditatioii  for  some  time,  he  niaed  his  he^l 
and  spoke  thus : — 

^Tou  must  be  well  aware,  sir  merchant,  that  it  is  the 
Duke's  pleasure  that  no  Swiss  merchandise  shall  pass  through 
his  territories;  and  that,  nevertheless,  you  having  been,  by 
your  own  account,  some  time  in  that  country,  and  haying  also 
accompanied  a  body  of  men  calling  themselves  Swiss  deputies, 
I  am  authorised  to  believe  that  these  valuable  articles  ax« 
rather  the  property  of  those  persons  than  of  a  single  individual 
of  so  poor  an  appearance  as  yourself,  and  that,  should  I  demand 
pecuniary  satisfactiiMi,  three  hundred  pieces  of  gold  would  not 
be  an  extravagant  fine  for  so  bold  a  practice ;  and  you  might 
wander  where  you  will  with  the  rest  of  your  wares,  so  you  bring 
them  not  into  Burgundy.' 

'  But  it  is  to  Burgundy,  and  to  the  Duke's  presence,  that 
I  am  expressly  bound,'  said  the  Englishman.  'If  I  go  not 
thither  my  journey  is  wrecked,  and  tiie  Duke's  displeasure  is 
certain  to  light  on  those  who  may  molest  me.  For  I  make 
your  Excellency  aware,  that  your  gracious  prince  already  knows 
of  my  journey,  and  will  make  strict  inquiry  where  and  by  whom 
I  have  been  intercepted.' 

Again  the  governor  was  silent,  endeavouring  to  decide  how 
he  might  best  reconcile  the  gratification  of  his  rapacity  with 
precaution  for  his  safety.  After  a  few  minutes'  consideration, 
he  again  addressed  his  prisoner. 

'Thou  art  very  positive  in  thy  tale,  my  good  friend;  but 
my  orders  are  equally  so  to  exclude  merohamdise  coming  from 
Switserland.    What  tI  I  put  thy  mule  and  baggage  under  arrestt' 

'  I  cannot  withstand  your  power,  my  lord,  to  do  what  you 
will.  I  will  in  that  case  go  to  the  Duke's  footstool  and  do  my 
errand  there.' 

'Ay,  and  my  errand  also^'  answered  the  governor.  'That 
is,  thou  wilt  carry  thy  complaint  to  the  Duke  against  the 
governor  of  La  Ferette,  for  executing  his  orders  top  stricidy  T 

'  On  my  life  and  honest  word,'  answered  the  Englishman, 
'  I  wUl  make  no  complaint.  Leave  me  but  my  ready  money, 
without  which  I  can  hardly  travel  to  the  Duke's  court,  and  I 
will  look  no  more  after  these  goods  and  wares  than  the  stag 
looks  after  the  antlers  which  he  shed  last  year.' 

Again  the  governor  of  La  Ferette  looked  doubtful,  and 
shook  his  head. 

'  Men  in  such  a  case  as  yours,'  he  said,  'cannot  be  trusted, 
nor,  to  say  truth,  is  it  reasonable  to  expect  they  should  be 
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trastiworthj.  These  same  wares^  designed  for  the  Duke's 
private  handy  in  what  do  they  consist  t' 

'  They  are  under  seal,'  replied  the  Finglishman, 

'  They  are  of  rare  value,  doubtless  9 '  continued  the  governor. 

'  I  cannot  tell/  answered  the  elder  Philipson ;  '  I  know  the 
Duke  sets  great  store  by  them.  But  your  Excellency  knows 
that  great  princes  sometimes  place  a  high  value  on  trifles.' 

'Bear  you  them  about  youl'  said  the  governor.  *Take 
heed  how  you  answer.  Look  around  you  on  these  engines, 
which  can  bring  a  dumb  man  to  speak,  and  consider  I  have  the 
power  to  employ  them  I ' 

'And  I  the  courage  to  support  their  worst  infliction,' 
answered  Philipson,  wiUi  the  same  impenetrable  coolness  which 
he  had  maintained  throughout  the  whole  conference. 

^Remember  also,'  said  Hagenbaoh,  'that  I  can  have  your 
person  searched  as  thoroughly  as  your  mails  and  budgets.' 

'  I  do  remember  that  I  am  wholly  in  thy  power ;  and  that  I 
may  leave  thee  no  excuse  for  employizig  force  on  a  peaceful 
traveller,  I  will  own  to  you,'  said  PhOipson,  '  that  I  have  the 
Duke's  packet  in  the  bosom  of  my  doublet.' 

'  Bring  it  forth,'  answered  the  governor. 

'  My  hands  are  tied,  both  in  honour  and  literally,'  said  the 
Englishman. 

'Pluck  it  from  his  bosom,  Eilian,'  said  Sir  Archibald;  'let 
us  see  this  gear  he  talks  of.' 

'Gould  resistance  avail,'  replied  the  stout  merchant,  'you 
should  pluck  forth  my  heart  first.  But  I  pray  all  who  are 
present  to  observe  that  the  seals  are  every  one  whole  and 
unbroken  at  this  moment  when  it  is  forcibly  taken  from  my 
person.' 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  looked  around  on  the  soldiers^  whose 
presence  De  Hagenbach  had  perhaps  forgotten. 

'  How,  dog ! '  said  Sir  Arohibal<^  giving  way  to  his  passion, 
'  would  you  stir  up  mutiny  among  my  men-«t-arms  9  Eilian, 
let  the  soldiers  wait  without.' 

So  saying,  he  hastily  placed  under  cover  of  his  own  robe  the 
small  but  remarkably  well -secured  packet  which  Eilian  had 
taken  from  the  merchant's  person.  The  soldiers  withdrew, 
lingering,  however,  and  looldng  back,  like  children  brought 
away  from  a  show  before  its  final  conclusion. 

'So^  fellow ! '  again  began  De  Hagenbach,  '  we  are  now  more 
private.  Wilt  thou  deal  more  on  the  lev^  with  me,  and  teU 
me  what  this  packet  is,  and  whence  it  comes  9 ' 
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'Could  all  your  ganriBon  be  crowded  into  this  looniy  I  can 
only  answer  as  before.  The  contents  I  do  not  pveoiselj  know ; 
the  person  by  whom  it  was  sent  I  am  detenuined  not  to  name.' 

'Perhaps  your  soD|'  said  the  governor,  'may  be  more 
compliant.' 

'  He  cannot  tell  you  that  of  which  he  is  himself  ignorant^' 
answered  the  merchant. 

'Perchance  the  rack  may  make  you  both  find  your  tongues; 
and  we  will  try  it  on  the  young  fellow  firat^  Kilian,  since  thou 
knowest  we  have  seen  men  shrmk  from  beholding  the  wrenched 
joints  of  their  children,  that  would  haye  committed  their  own 
old  sinews  to  the  stretching  with  much  endurance.' 

'Tou  may  make  the  trial,'  said  Arthur,  'and  Heaven  will 
give  me  strength  to  endure—' 

'  And  me  courage  to  behdd,'  added  his  father. 

All  this  while  the  governor  was  turning  and  returning  the 
little  packet  in  his  hand,  curiously  inspecting  every  f old^  and 
regretting,  doubtless,  in  secret,  tiiat  a  few  patches  of  wax, 
placed  under  an  envelope  of  crimson  satin,  and  ligatures  of 
twisted  silk  cord,  should  prevent  his  eager  eyes  from  ascertain- 
ing the  nature  of  the  treasure  which  he  doubted  not  it  con- 
cealed. At  length  he  again  called  in  the  soldiers,  and  delivered 
up  the  two  prisoners  to  their  charge,  commanding  that  they 
should  be  kept  safely,  and  in  separate  holds,  and  that  the 
father,  in  particular,  should  be  most  carefully  looked  after. 

'  I  take  you  all  here  to  witness,'  exclaimed  the  elder  Philip- 
son,  despising  the  menacing  signs  of  De  Hagenbach,  '  that  the 
governor  detains  from  me  a  packet,  addressed  to  his  most 
gracious  lord  and  master,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.' 

De  Hagenbach  actually  foamed  at  the  mouth  with  passion. 

'And  should  I  not  detain  itf  he  exclaimed,  in  a  voice 
inarticulate  with  rage.  'May  there  not  be  some  foul  practice 
against  the  life  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  by  poison  or 
otherwise,  in  this  suspicious  packet,  brought  by  a  most  suspici- 
ous bearer  f  Have  we  never  heard  of  poisons  which  do  their 
work  by  the  smellf  And  shall  we,  who  keep  the  gate,  as  I 
may  say,  of  his  Grace  of  Burgundy's  dominions,  give  access  to 
vhat  may  rob  Europe  of  its  pride  of  chivalry,  Burgundy  of  its 
prince,  Mid  Flanders  of  her  father f  No!  Away  witiii  these 
miscreants,  Boldiers— down  to  the  lowest  dungeons  with  them 
— ^keep  them  separate,  and  watch  them  carefully.  This  trea- 
sonable practice  has  been  meditated  with  the  connivance  of 
Berne  and  Soleure.' 


>; 
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Thus  Sir  Arbhibald  do  Hagenbadi  rayed,  with  a  raised  voice 
and  inflamed  coantenanoe,  lashing  himself  as  it  were  into 
passion,  until  the  steps  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  clash  of  their 
arms,  as  thej  retired  with  the  prisoners,  were  no  longer  audible. 
His  complexion,  when  these  had  ceased,  waxed  paler  than  was 
natural  to  him,  his  brow  was  furrowed  with  anxious  wrinkles, 
and  his  voice  became  lower  and  more  hesitating  than  ordinaiy, 
as,  turning  to  his  esquire,  he  said,  *  Eilian,  we  stand  upon  a 
slippeiy  plank,  with  a  raging  torrent  beneath  us.  What  is  to 
be  doner 

'Many,  to  move  forward  with  a  resolved  yet  prudent  step,' 
answered  the  crafty  Eilian.  'It  is  unlucky  that  all  these 
fellows  should  have  seen  the  packet,  and  heiod  the  appeal  of 
yonder  iron-nerved  trader.  But  this  ill-luck  has  befsJlen  us, 
and  the  packet  having  been  in  jour  Excellency's  hands,  you  will 
have  all  the  credit  of  having  broken  the  seals ;  for,  though  you 
leave  them  as  entire  as  the  moment  they  were  impressed,  it 
will  only  be  supposed  they  have  been  ingeniously  replaced. 
Let  us  see  what  are  the  contents,  before  we  determine  what  is 
to  be  done  with  them.  They  must  be  of  rare  value,  since  the 
churl  merchant  was  well  contented  to  leave  behind  all  his  rich 
mule's-load  of  merchandise,  so  that  this  precious  packet  might 
pass  unexamined.' 

'  They  may  be  papers  on  some  political  matter.  Many  such, 
and  of  high  importance,  pass  secretly  between  Edward  of 
England  and  our  bold  Duke.'  Such  was  the  reply  of  De 
Hagenbach. 

'  If  they  be  papers  of  consequence  to  the  Duke,'  answered 
Kflian,  'we  can  forward  them  to  Dijon.  Or  they  may  be  such 
as  Louis  of  France  would  purchase  with  their  weight  of  gold.' 

'For  shame,  Eilian,' said  the  knight;  'wouldstthou  have 
me  betray  my  master's  secrets  to  the  Eing  of  Franoef  Sooner 
would  I  lay  my  head  on  the  block.' 

'  Indeed !    And  yet  your  Excellency  hesitates  not  to- 


Here  the  squire  stopped,  apparently  for  fear  of  giving 
offence,  by  affixing  a  name  too  broad  and  intelligible  to  the 
practices  of  his  patron. 

'To  plunder  the  Duke,  thou  wouldst  say,  thou  impudent 
slave  1  And,  saying  so,  thou  wouldst  be  as  duU  as  thou  art 
wont  to  be,'  answered  De  Hagenbach.  '  I  partake,  indeed,  in 
the  plunder  which  the  Duke  takes  from  fdiens;  and  reason 
good.  Even  so  the  hound  and  the  hawk  have  their  share  of 
the  quarry  they  bring  down*'--«y,  and  the  lion's  share,  too^ 
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unless  the  huntsman  or  falooner  be  all  the  nearer  to  them. 
Such  are  the  perquLaitee  of  my  lank ;  and  the  Doke,  who  placed 
me  here  lor  the  gratification  of  his  resentment)  and  the  better- 
ing of  my  fortune^  does  not  grudge  them  to  a  faithful  servant. 
And,  indeed,  I  may  term  myself,  in  so  far  as  this  territory  of 
La  Ferette  extends,  the  Duke's  full  representative,  or,  as  it 
may  be  termed,  <dter  ego;  and,  thereupon,  I  will  open  this 
padket)  which,  being  addressed  to  hixn,  is  thereby  equally 
addressed  to  me.' 

Having  thus  in  a  manner  talked  himself  up  to  an  idea  of 
his  own  high  authoritv,  he  cut  the  strings  of  the  packet,  which 
he  had  all  this  while  held  in  hia  hand,  and,  undoing  the  outer 
coverings,  produced  a  very  small  case  made  of  sandalwood. 

'The  contents,'  he  said,  'had  need  to  be  valuable,  as  they 
lie  in  so  little  compass.' 

So  sayings  he  pressed  the  spring,  and  the  casket^  opening, 
displayed  a  necklace  of  diamonds,  distinguiahed  by  brilliancy 
and  size,  and  apparently  of  eztraordinaiy  value.  The  eyes  ol 
the  avaricious  governor,  and  his  no  less  rapacious  attendant, 
were  so  daszled  with  the  unusual  splendour,  that  lor  some 
time  they  could  express  nothing  save  joy  and  surprise. 

'Ay,  marry,  sir,'  said  Eilian,  'the  obstinate  old  knave  had 
reasons  for  his  hardihood.  My  own  joints  should  have  stood 
a  strain  or  two  ere  I  surrendered  such  sparklers  as  these.  And 
now.  Sir  Archibald,  may  your  trusty  follower  ask  you  how  this 
booty  is  to  be  divided  between  the  Duke  and  his  governor, 
according  to  the  most  approved  rules  of  garrison  towns  9 ' 

'  Faith,  we  will  suppose  the  garrison  stormed,  Eilian ;  sad 
in  a  storm,  thou  know'st,  the  first  finder  takes  all — ^with  due 
consideration  always  of  his  trusty  followers.' 

'As  myself,  for  example,'  said  Kilian. 

'Ay,  and  myself,  for  example,'  answered  a  voice,  which 
sounded  like  the  echo  of  the  esquire's  words,  from  the  remote 
comer  of  the  ancient  apartment. 

'  'Sdeath  1  we  are  overheard,'  exclaimed  the  governor,  starting 
sad  laying  his  hand  on  his  dagger. 

'  Only  by  a  faithful  follower,  as  the  worthy  esquire  observes,' 
said  the  executioner,  moving  slowly  forward. 

'Villain,  how  didst  thou  dare  watch  met'  said  Sir  Archibald 
de  Hagenbach. 

'  Trouble  not  yourself  for  that,  sir,'  said  Kilian.  '  Honest 
Steinemherz  has  no  tongue  to  speak,  or  ear  to  hear,  save 
according  to  your  pleasure.     Indeed,  we  must  shortly  have 
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taken  hiin  into  oar  ooonaeb,  teeing  these  men  must  be  dealt 
upon,  and  that  speedily.' 

'Lideedi'  said  De  Hagenbaoh;  'I  had  thought  they  might 
bespaied.' 

'To  tell  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  how  the  governor  of  La 
Ferette  accounts  to  his  treasurer  for  the  duties  and  forfeitures 
at  his  custom-house  Y '  demanded  Eilian. 

^'Tis  true,'  said  the  knight;  'dead  men  haye  neither  teeth 
nor  tongue :  they  bite  not  and  they  tell  no  tales.  Thou  wilt 
take  order  with  them,  9cha/rfgefichter* 

'I  will,  my  lord/  answeored  the  executioner,  'on  condition 
that,  if  this  must  be  in  the  way  of  dungeon  execution,  which 
I  call  cellar  practice,  my  priyilege  to  <^m  nobility  shall  be 
saved  and  reserved  to  me,  and  the  execution  shall  be  declared 
to  be  as  efiectual  to  my  daim  as  it  might  have  been  if  the 
blow  had  been  dealt  in  broad  daylight,  with  my  honourable 
blade  of  office.' 

De  Hagenbaoh  stared  at  the  executioner,  as  not  under- 
standing what  he  meant;  on  which  Eilian  took  occasion  to 
explain  that  the  Kha^fgtriekUr  was  strongly  impressed,  from 
the  free  and  dauntless  conduct  of  the  elder  prisoner,  that  he 
was  a  man  of  noble  blood,  from  whose  decapitation  he  would 
himself  derive  all  the  advantages  proposed  to  the  headsman 
who  should  execute  his  function  on  nine  men  of  illustrious 
extraction. 

'  He  may  be  right,'  said  Sir  Archibald,  '  for  here  is  a  slip 
of  parchment  commending  the  bearer  of  this  carcanet  to  the 
Duke,  desiring  him  to  accept  it  as  a  true  token  from  one  well 
known  to  him,  and  to  give  the  bearer  full  credence  in  all  that 
he  should  say  on  the  part  of  those  by  whom  he  is  sent.' 

'  By  whom  is  the  note  signed,  if  I  may  make  bold  to  ask  t ' 
said  Eilian. 

'  There  is  no  name :  the  Duke  must  be  supposed  to  collect 
that  information  from  the  gems,  or  perhaps  the  handwriting.' 

*  On  neither  of  which  he  is  likely  to  have  a  speedy  oppor- 
tunity of  exercising  his  ingenuity,'  said  Eilian. 

De  Hagenbaoh  looked  at  the  diamonds,  and  smiled  darkly. 
The  kha^geriekter^  encouraged  by  the  familiarity  into  which 
he  had  in  a  manner  forced  himself,  returned  to  his  plea,  and 
insLsted  on  the  nobility  of  the  supposed  merchant.  Such  a 
trust,  and  such  a  letter  of  unlimited  credence,  could  never,  he 
contended,  be  entrusted  to  a  man  meanly  bom.* 

•  SMLoiiiiXI.'«lllnistan.    Notol 
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*  Thou  art  deoeireif  Uum  fool,'  8aid  the  knight :  '  kings  now 
use  the  lowest  tools  to  do  their  dearest  offices.  Louis  has  set 
the  example  of  putting  his  barber  and  the  valets  of  his  chamber 
to  do  the  work  formerly  entrusted  to  dukes  and  peers;  and 
other  monarohs  begin  to  think  that  it  is  better,  in  choosing 
their  agents  for  important  affiurs,  to  judge  rather  by  the 
quality  of  men's  brains  than  that  of  their  blood.  And  as  for 
the  stately  look  and  bold  bearing  which  distingtiish  yonder 
fellow  in  tne  eyes  of  cravens  like  thee,  it  belongs  to  his  countiy, 
not  his  rank.  Thou  think'st  it  is  in  England  as  in  Flanders, 
where  a  city-bred  burgher  ci  Ghent,  Liege,  or  Tpres  is  as  dis- 
tinct an  animal  from  a  knight  of  Hamault  as  a  Flanders 
waggon  horse  from  a  Spanish  jennet.  But  thou  art  deceived. 
England  has  many  a  merchant  as  haughty  of  heart  and  as 
prompt  of  hand  as  any  noble-bom  son  of  her  rich  bosom. 
But  be  not  dejected,  thou  foolish  man ;  do  thy  business  well 
on  this  merchant,  and  we  shall  presenUy  have  on  our  hands 
the  Landamman  of  Unterwalden,  who^  though  a  churl  by  his 
choice,  is  yet  a  nobleman  by  blood,  and  shall,  by  his  well- 
deserved  death,  aid  thee  to  get  rid  of  the  peasant  slough  which 
thou  art  so  weaxy  of.' 

'  Were  not  your  Excellency  better  adjourn  these  men's  fate,' 
said  KUian,  *  till  you  hear  something  of  them  frcnn  the  Swiss 
prisoners  whom  we  shall  presently  have  in  our  power  f 

'Be  it  as  you  will,'  said  Hagenbach,  waving  his  hand,  as  if 
putting  aside  some  diBSgreeable  task.  '  But  let  all  be  finished 
ere  I  hear  of  it  again.' 

The  stem  satellites  bowed  obedience,  and  the  deadly  con- 
clave broke  up,  their  chief  carefully  securing  the  valuable 
gems,  which  he  was  willing  to  purchase  at  the  expense  of 
treachery  to  the  sovereign  in  whose  employment  he  had  en- 
listed himself,  as  well  as  the  blood  of  two  innocent  men.  Yet, 
with  a  weakness  of  mind  not  uncommon  to  great  criminals,  he 
shrunk  from  the  thoughts  of  his  own  baseness  and  cruelty,  and 
endeavoured  to  banish  the  feeling  of  dishonour  from  his  mind, 
by  devolving  the  immediate  execution  of  his  villainy  upon  his 
subordinate  agents. 


CHAPTER  XV 

And  this  plaoe  onr  foreikthen  bdlt  for  man  1 

Thb  dungeon  in  which  the  younger  Philipeon  was  immured 
was  one  of  those  gloomy  caverns  which  cry  shame  on  the  in- 
humanity of  our  ancestors.*  They  seem  to  have  been  ahnost 
insensible  to  the  distinction  betwixt  innocence  and  guilty  as  the 
consequences  of  mere  accusation  must  have  been  far  more  severe 
in  those  days  than  is  in  our  own  that  species  of  imprison- 
ment which  is  adjudged  as  an  express  punishment  for  crime. 

The  cell  of  Arthur  Philipson  was  of  considerable  length,  but 
dark  and  narrow,  and  dus  out  of  the  solid  rock  upon  which 
the  tower  was  founded.  A  small  lamp  was  allowed  him,  not, 
however,  without  some  grumbling,  but  his  arms  were  still  kept 
bound ;  and  when  he  asked  for  a  draught  of  water,  one  of  the 
grim  satellites  by  whom  he  was  thrust  into  this  cell  answered 
surlily,  that  he  might  endure  his  thirst  for  all  the  time  his  life 
was  likely  to  last — a  gloomy  response,  which  augured  that  his 
privations  would  continue  as  long  as  his  life,  yet  neither  be  of 
long  duration.  By  the  dim  lamp  he  had  groped  his  way  to  a 
bench,  or  rough  seat,  cut  in  the  rock;  and,  as  his  eyes  got 
gradually  accustomed  to  the  obscurity  of  the  region  in  which  he 
was  immured,  he  became  aware  of  a  ghastly  cleft  in  the  floor  of 
his  dungeon,  somewhat  resembling  the  opening  of  a  draw-well, 
but  irregular  in  its  aperture,  and  apparently  the  mouth  of  a 
gulf  of  nature's  conformation,  slightly  assisted  by  the  labour  of 
human  art. 

'Here,  then,  is  my  death-bed,'  he  said,  'and  that  gulf  per- 
haps the  grave  which  yawns  for  my  remains!  Nay,  I  have 
heard  of  prisoners  being  plunged  into  such  horrid  abysses  while 
they  were  yet  alive,  to  die  at  leisure,  crushed  with  wounds, 
their  groans  unheard,  and  their  fate  unpitied.' 

*  Bm  GcnnAB  Doageon.    Note  8. 
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He  approached  his  head  to  the  dismal  cavity  and  heaid^  as 
at  a  gieat  depth,  the  sound  of  a  sulleUy  an((  as  it  seemed^ 
subtermnean  stream.  The  sunless  wayes  appeared  munnuring 
for  their  victim.  Death  is  dreadful  at  all  ages;  but  in  the 
first  springtide  of  youth,  with  all  the  feelings  of  enjoyment 
afloat  and  eager  for  gratification,  to  be  snatched  forcibly  from 
the  banquet  to  which  the  individual  has  but  just  sat  down  is 
peculiarly  appalling,  even  when  the  change  comes  in  the  ordin- 
aiy  course  of  nature.  But  to  sit^  like  young  Philipson,  on 
the  brink  of  the  subterranean  abyss,  and  ruminate  in  horrid 
doubt  concerning  the  mode  in  which  death  was  to  be  inflicted, 
was  a  situation  which  might  break  the  spirit  of  the  boldest ; 
and  the  unfortunate  captiye  was  wholly  unable  to  suppress  the 
natural  tears  that  flowed  from  his  eyes  in  torrents,  and  which 
his  bound  arms  did  not  permit  him  to  wipe  away.  We  have 
already  noticed  that,  although  a  gallant  young  man  in  aught 
of  danger  which  was  to  be  faced  and  overcome  by  active 
exertion,  the  youth  was  strongly  imaginative,  and  sensitive  to 
a  powerful  extent  to  all  those  exaggerations  which,  in  a  situa- 
tion of  helpless  uncertainty,  fancy  lends  to  distract  the  soul  of 
him  who  must  passively  expect  an  approaching  evU. 

Tet  the  feelings  of  Arthur  Philipson  were  not  selfish.  They 
reverted  to  his  father,  whose  just  and  noble  character  was  as 
much  formed  to  attract  veneration  as  his  unceasing  paternal 
care  and  affection  to  excite  love  and  gratitude.  He,  too^  was 
in  the  bands  of  remorseless  villains,  who  were  determined  to 
conceal  robbery  by  secret  murder;  he,  too,  undaunted  in  so 
many  dangers,  resolute  in  so  many  encounters,  lay  bound  and 
defenceless,  exposed  to  the  dagger  of  the  meanest  stabber. 
Arthur  remembered,  too,  the  giddy  peak  of  the  rock  near 
Geierstein,  and  the  grim  vulture  which  claimed  him  as  its  prey. 
Here  was  no  angel  to  burst  through  the  mist,  and  marshal  him 
on  a  path  of  safety ;  here  the  darkness  was  subterranean  and 
eternal,  saving  when  the  captive  should  behold  the  knife  of  the 
ruffian  flash  against  the  lamp,  which  lent  him  light  to  aim  the 
fatal  blow.  This  agony  of  mind  lasted  until  the  feelings  of  the 
unhappy  prisoner  arose  to  ecstasy.  He  started  up,  and 
struggled  so  hard  to  free  himself  of  his  bonds,  that  it  seemed 
they  should  have  fallen  from  him  as  from  the  arms  of  the 
mighty  Nazarene  [Nazaritel  But  the  cords  were  of  too  firm 
a  texture;  and,  after  a  violent  and  unavailing  struggle,  in 
which  the  ligatures  seemed  to  enter  his  flesh,  the  prisoner  lost 
his  balance,  and,  while  the  feeling  thrilled  through  him  that  he 
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was  tumbling  faackwaid  into  the  subterranean  abyss,  he  fell 
to  the  ground  with  great  force. 

Fortunately  he  escaped  the  danger  which  in  his  agony  he 
apprehended,  but  so  narrowly,  that  his  head  struck  against  the 
low  and  broken  fence  with  which  the  mouth  of  the  horrible  pit 
was  partly  surrounded.  Here  he  lay  stunned  and  motionless, 
and,  as  itte  lamp  was  extinguished  in  his  fall,  immersed  in 
absolute  and  total  darkness.  He  was  recalled  to  sensation  by 
a  jarring  noise. 

'They  come — they  come,  the  murderers!  Oh,  Lady  of 
Mercy  i  and  oh,  gracious  Heaven,  forgive  my  transgressions ! ' 

He  looked  up,  and  observed  with  dazded  eyes  that  a  dark 
form  approached  him,  with  a  knife  in  one  hand  and  a  torch  in 
the  other.  He  might  well  have  seemed  the  man  who  was  to 
do  the  last  deed  upon  the  unhappy  prisoner,  if  he  had  come 
alone.  But  he  came  not  alone :  his  torch  gleamed  upon  the 
white  dress  of  a  female,  which  was  so  much  illuminated  by  it, 
that  Arthur  could  discover  a  form,  and  had  even  a  glimpse  of 
features,  never  to  be  forgotten,  though  now  seen  under  circum- 
stances least  of  all  to  be  expected.  The  prisoner's  unutterable 
astonishment  impressed  him  with  a  degree  of  awe  which  over- 
came even  his  personal  fear.  'Can  these  things  beY'  was  his 
muttered  reflection — '  has  she  really  the  power  of  an  elementaiy 
spirit  f — ^has  she  conjured  up  this  earthlike  and  dark  demon  to 
concur  with  her  in  my  deliverance  Y' 

It  appeared  as  if  his  g^ess  were  real;  for  the  figure  in 
black,  giving  the  light  to  Anne  of  Gfeierstein,  or  at  least  the 
form  which  bore  her  perfect  resemblance,  stooped  over  the 
prisoner,  and  cut  the  cord  that  bound  his  arms,  with  so  much 
despatch  that  it  seemed  as  if  it  fell  from  his  person  at  a  touch. 
Aruiur's  first  attempt  to  arise  was  unsuccessful,  and  a  second 
time  it  was  the  huid  of  Anne  of  Geierstein — a  living  hand, 
sensible  to  touch  as  to  sight — which  aided  to  raise  and  to 
support  him,  as  it  had  formerly  done  when  the  tormented 
waters  of  the  river  thundered  at  their  feet.  Her  touch  pro- 
duced an  effect  far  beyond  that  of  the  slight  personal  aid 
which  the  maiden's  strength  could  have  rendered.  Courage 
was  restored  to  his  heart,  vigour  and  animation  to  his  be- 
numbed and  bruised  limbs;  such  influence  does  the  human 
mind,  when  excited  to  energy,  possess  over  the  infirmities  of 
the  human  body.  He  was  about  to  address  Anne  in  accents  of 
the  deepest  gratitude ;  but  the  accents  died  away  on  his  tongue 
when  Uie  mysterioos  female,  laying  her  finger  on  -her  lips, 
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made  him  »  dgn  to  be  ailenti  and  at  the  same  time  beobmed 
him  to  follow  her.  He  obeyed  in  silent  amaaement.  Th^ 
paaaed  the  entaranoe  of  the  melanbholj  dungeon,  and  thiough 
one  or  two  short  but  intricate  paaaagesi  which,  cut  out  of  tibe 
rock  in  some  places,  and  built  in  others  with  hewn  stone  of  the 
same  kind,  probably  led  to  holds  similar  to  that  in  which  Arthur 
was  so  lately  a  captive. 

The  recollection  that  his  father  might  be  immured  in  some 
such  horrid  cell  as  he  himself  had  just  quitted  induced  Arthur 
to  pause  as  they  reached  the  bottom  of  a  small  winding 
staircase^  which  conducted  apparently  fnxn  this  region  of  the 
building. 

< Come,'  he  said,  'dearest  Anne^  lead  me  to  his  deUyerance ! 
I  must  not  leave  my  father.' 

She  shook  her  head  impatiently,  and  beckoned  him  on. 

'  If  your  power  extends  not  to  save  my  Other's  life,  I  will 
remain  and  save  him  or  die !    Anne— dearest  Anne ' 

She  answered  not;  but  her  companion  replied,  in  a  deep 
voice,  not  unsuitable  to  his  appearance,  'Speak,  young  man,  to 
those  who  are  permitted  to  answer  you;  or  radier  be  silent, 
and  listen  to  my  instructions,  which  direct  to  the  only  course 
which  can  bring  thy  father  to  freedom  and  safety.' 

They  ascended  the  stair,  Anne  of  Geierstein  going  first; 
while  Arthur,  who  followed  dose  behind,  could  not  help 
thinking  that  her  form  gave  existence  to  a  part  of  the  light 
which  her  garment  reflected  from  the  torch.  This  was  prob- 
ably the  effect  of  the  superstitious  belief  impressed  on  his  mind 
by  Rudolph's  tale  respecting  her  [grand]mother,  and  which  was 
confirmed  by  her  sudden  appearance  in  a  place  and  situation 
where  she  was  so  little  to  have  been  expected.  He  had  not 
much  time,  however,  to  speculate  upon  her  appearance  or 
demeanour,  for,  mounting  the  stair  witik  a  lighter  pace  than  he 
was  able  at  the  time  to  follow  dosely,  she  was  no  longer  to  be 
seen  when  he  reached  the  landing-place.  But  whether  she  had 
melted  into  the  air,  or  turned  aside  into  some  other  passage^  he 
was  not  permitted  a  moment's  leisure  to  eramine. 

'Here  lies  your  way,'  said  his  sable  guide;  and  at  the  same 
time  dashing  out  the  light  and  seising  Philipeon  by  the  arm, 
he  led  him  along  a  dark  gallery  of  considerable  length.  The 
young  man  was  not  without  some  momentary  miggivii^is,  while 
he  recollected  the  ominous  looks  of  his  conductor,  and  that  he 
was  armed  with  a  dagger,  or  knife,  which  he  could  plunge  of  a 
sudden  into  his  bosom.    But  he  could  not  bring  himself  to 
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dread  tx^aohfiiy  frooi  any  one  whom  he  had  leen  in  oompany 
with  Anne  of  Qeienrtein;  and  in  his  heart  he  demanded  her 
pardon  for  the  fear  which  had  flashed  across  him,  and  resigned 
himself  to  the  gtddanoe  of  his  companion,  who  advanced  With 
hasty  but  light  footsteps,  and  cautioned  him  by  a  whisper  to  do 
the  same. 

'  Our  journey/  he  at  length  said,  'ends  here.' 
As  he  spoke^  a  door  gave  way  and  admitted  them  into  a 
gloomy  Gothic  apartment^  furnished  with  large  oaken  presses^ 
apparently  filled  witii  books  and  manuscripts.  As  Arthur 
loi&ed  round,  with  eyes  dasded  witii  the  sudden  gleam  of  day* 
Ughti  from  which  he  had  been  for  some  time  excluded,  the  door 
by  which  they  had  entered  disappeared.  This,  however,  did  not 
greatly  surprise  him,  who  judged  that,  being  formed  in  appear- 
ance to  coirespond  with  the  presses  around  the  entrance  which 
they  had  used,  it  could  not  when  shut  be  distinguished  from 
tiiem — a  device  sometimes  then  practised,  as  indeed  it  often  is 
at  the  present  day.  He  had  now  a  full  view  of  his  deliverer, 
who^  wl^  seen  by  daylight^  diowed  only  the  vestments  and 
features  of  a  clergyman,  without  any  of  that  expression  of 
supernatural  honor  which  the  partial  light  and  the  melancholy 
appearance  of  all  in  the  dungeon  had  combined  to  impress  on 
falm. 

Toung  Philipson  once  more  breathed  with  freedom,  as  one 
awakened  from  a  hideous  dream ;  and  the  supernatural  qualities 
with  which  his  imagination  bed  invested  Anne  of  Geierstein 
having  begun  to  vanish,  he  addressed  his  deliverer  thus — 
'That  I  may  testify  my  thanks,  holy  father,  where  they  are  so 
due,  let  me  inquire  of  you  if  Anne  of  Qeierstein- 


'Speak  of  that  which  pertains  to  your  house  and  family,' 
answered  the  priest^  as  briefly  as  before.  'Hast  thou  so  soon 
forgot  thy  father's  danger!' 

'By  Heavens,  no !'  replied  the  youth;  'tell  me  but  how  to 
act  for  his  deliverance,  and  thou  shalt  see  how  a  son  can  fight 
for  a  parent  1 ' 

'It  is  well,  for  it  is  needful,'  said  the  priest  'Don  thou 
this  vestment^  and  follow  me.' 

The  vestment  presented  was  the  gown  and  hood  of  a  novice. 

'Draw  the  cowl  over  thy  face,'  said  the  priest,  'and  return 
no  answer  to  any  man  who  meets  thee.  I  will  say  thou  art 
under  a  vow.  May  Heaven  forgive  the  xmworthy  tyrant  who 
imposes  on  us  the  necessity  of  such  profane  dissimulation! 
Follow  me  dose  and  near ;  beware  that  you  speak  not.' 
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The  busineBB  of  diqguiae  was  Bocm  aooompliBhed,  and  the 
priest  <ji  St.  Paul's,  for  such  he  was,  moving  on,  Arthor  fol- 
lowed him  a  pace  or  two  behind,  assuming  as  well  as  he  oould 
the  modest  step  and  humble  demeanour  of  a  spiritual  novice. 
On  leaving  the  library,  or  study,  and  deaoending  a  abort  stair, 
he  found  himself  in  the  street  of  Brisaoh.  IrresiBtibly  tempted 
to  look  back,  he  had  oolj  time,  however,  to  see  that  the  house 
he  had  left  was  a  very  small  building  of  a  Gothic  diaracter,  on 
the  one  side  of  which  rose  the  church  of  St.  Paul's,  and  on  the 
other  the  stem  black  gate-house,  or  entrance-tower. 

'Follow  me,  Melchlor,'  said  the  deep  voice  of  the  priest; 
and  his  keen  eyes  were  at  the  same  time  fixed  upon  the  sup- 
posed novice,  with  a  look  which  instantly  recalled  Arthur  to 
a  sense  of  his  situation. 

They  passed  along,  nobody  noticing  them,  unless  to  greet 
the  priest  with  a  silent  obeisance,  or  muttered  phrase  of  saluta- 
tion, until,  having  neariy  gained  the  middle  of  the  vUlage,  the 
guide  turned  abruptly  off  from  the  street^  and,  moving  north- 
ward by  a  short  lane,  reached  a  flight  of  steps,  which,  as  usual 
in  fortified  towns,  led  to  the  banquette,  or  walk  behind  the 
parapet,  which  was  of  the  old  Gothic  fashion,  flanked  with 
towers  from  space  to  space^  of  different  forms  and  various 
heights  at  diflferent  angles. 

There  were  sentinds  on  tiie  walls;  but  the  watch,  as  it 
seemed,  was  kept  not  by  regular  soldiers,  but  by  burghers,  with 
spears  or  swords  in  their  hands.  The  first  whom  they  passed 
said  to  the  priest,  in  a  half-whispered  tone, '  Holds  our  purpose!' 

<  It  holds,'  replied  the  priest  of  St.  Paul's.     '  Bmedteite  ! ' 

^Deo  graJtioB!'  replied  the  armed  eitisen,  and  continued  his 
walk  upon  the  battlements. 

The  other  sentinels  seemed  to  avoid  them;  for  tiiey  dis- 
appeared when  they  came  near,  or  passed  them  without  looking 
or  seeming  to  observe  them.  At  last  tiieir  walk  brought  them 
to  an  ancient  turret,  which  raised  its  head  above  the  wall,  and 
in  which  there  was  a  small  door  opening  from  the  battlement. 
It  was  in  a  comer,  distinct  from  and  uncommanded  by  any  of 
the  angles  of  the  fortification.  In  a  well-guarded  fortress,  such 
a  point  ought  to  have  had  a  sentinel  for  its  special  protection, 
but  no  one  was  there  upon  duty. 

s  'Now  mark  me,'  said  the  pnest,  'for  your  fotiier's  life,  and, 
it  may  be,  that  (rf  many  a  man  besides,  depends  upon  your 
attention,  and  no  less  upon  your  despatch.  You  can  run  t — ^you 
can  leap)' 
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'  I  feel  no  wearinofls,  fatiier,  sinoe  you  freed  me/  answered 
Arthur ;  'and  the  dun  deer  that  I  have  often  chased  shall  not 
beat  me  in  such  a  wager.' 

'  Observe,  then/  replied  the  black  priest  of  St.  Paul's,  '  this 
turret  oontains  a  staircase,  which  descends  to  a  small  sally-port. 
I  will  give  you  entrance  to  it.  The  sally-port  is  barred  on  the 
inside,  but  not  locked.  It  will  give  you  access  to  the  moat^ 
which  is  almost  entirely  dry.  On  crossing  it,  you  will  find 
yourself  in  the  circuit  of  the  outer  baniers.  You  may  see 
sentinels,  but  they  will  not  see  you ;  speak  not  to  them,  but 
make  your  way  over  the  palisade  as  you  can.  I  trust  you  can 
dimb  over  an  undefended  rampartf 

'I  have  surmounted  a  defended  one^'  said  Arthur.  '  What 
is  my  next  charge)    All  this  is  easy.' 

*Tou  will  see  a  species  of  thicket^  or  stretch  of  low  bushes; 
make  for  it  with  all  speed.  When  you  are  there,  turn  to  the 
eastward ;  but  beware^  while  holding  that  course,  that  you  are 
not  seen  by  the  Bui^gundian  Free  Companions,  who  are  on 
watch  on  that  part  of  the  walls.  A  volley  of  arrows,  and  the 
sally  of  a  body  of  cavalry  in  pursuit^  will  be  the  consequence, 
if  they  get  sight  of  you ;  and  their  eyes  are  those  of  the  eagle, 
that  spy  the  carnage  afar  o£' 

'  I  will  be  heedful,'  said  the  young  Englishman. 

^  You  will  find,'  continued  the  priest^  *upon  the  outer  side 
of  the  thicket  a  path,  or  rather  a  sheep-tra4^  which,  sweeping 
at  scnne  distance  from  the  walls,  will  conduct  you  at  last  into 
the  road  leading  from  Brisaoh  to  B&le.  Hasten  forward  to  meet 
the  Swiss^  who  are  advancing.  Tell  them  your  father's  hours 
ace  counted,  and  that  they  must  press  on  if  they  would  save 
him;  and  say  to  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  in  especial,  that  the 
black  priest  of  St.  Paul's  waits  to  bestow  upon  him  his  blessing 
at  the  northern  sally-port.    Dost  thou  understand  me  ? ' 

*  Perfectly,'  answered  the  young  maa. 

The  priest  of  St  Paul's  then  pushed  open  the  low-browed 
gate  of  the  turret,  and  Arthur  was  about  to  precipitate  himself 
down  the  stair  which  opened  before  him. 

'Stay  yet  a  moment,'  said  the  priest,  < and  doff  the  novice's 
habit,  which  can  only  encumber  tiiiee.' 

Arthur  in  a  trice  threw  it  from  him,  and  was  again  about  to 
start 

'Stay  yet  a  moment  longer,'  contmued  the  black  priest 
'This  gown  may  be  a  tell-tale;  stay,  Idierefore,  and  help  me  to 
pull  off  my  upper  gannent' 


182  WAYBBLEY  NOVSIB 

Inwaidly  glowing  with  impattenoe,  Arthur  yet  aaw  the 
neoessity  oi  obeying  his  guide;  and  when  he  had  puUed  the 
long  and  loose  upper  yestment  from  the  old  man,  he  stood 
before  him  in  a  cassock  of  black  serge,  befitting  his  order 
and  profession,  but  begirt^  not  with  a  suitable  sash  such  as 
clergymen  wear,  but  with  a  most  uncanonical  buff-belt^  sup- 
porting a  short  two-edged  sword,  calculated  alike  to  stab  ami 
to  smite. 

'  Give  me  now  the  novice's  habit^'  said  the  yenerable  lather, 
'  and  over  that  I  will  put  the  priestly*  vestment.  Since  for  the 
present  I  have  some  tokens  of  the  laity  about  me,  it  is  fitting 
it  should  be  covered  with  a  double  portion  of  the  clerical  habit.' 

As  he  spoke  thus  he  smiled  grimly ;  and  his  smile  had  some- 
thing more  frightful  and  withering  than  the  stern  frown,  whidi 
suited  better  with  his  features,  and  was  their  usual  expression. 

'  And  now,'  said  he,  '  what  does  the  fool  tarry  for,  when  life 
and  death  are  in  his  speed  f 

The  young  messenger  waited  not  a  second  hint»  but  at  once 
descended  the  stairs,  as  if  it  had  been  by  a  single  step^  found 
the  portal,  as  the  priest  had  said,  only  secured  Ij  bars  on  the 
inside,  offering  little  resistance  save  from  their  rusted  state, 
which  made  it  diflBicult  to  draw  them.  Arthur  succeeded, 
however,  and  found  himself  at  the  side  d  the  moat^  which 
presented  a  green  and  marshy  appearance.  Without  stopping 
to  examine  whether  it  was  deep  or  shallow,  and  almost  without 
being  sensible  of  the  tenacity  of  the  morass,  the  young  English- 
man forced  his  way  through  it,  and  attained  the  opposite  side, 
without  attmctmg  the  attention  of  two  worthy  burghers  of 
Brisach,  who  were  the  guardians  of  the  barriers.  One  of  them, 
indeed,  was  deeply  employed  in  the  perusal  of  some  profane 
chronicle  or  religious  legend ;  the  other  was  as  anxiously  en- 
gaged in  examining  the  margin  of  the  moat,  in  search  of  eels, 
perhaps,  or  frogs,  for  he  wore  over  his  shoulder  a  scrip  for 
securing  some  such  amphibious  booty. 

Seeing  that|  as  the  priest  foretold,  he  had  nothing  to  appre- 
hend from  the  vigilance  of  the  sentinels,  Arthur  dashed  at  the 
palisade,  in  hope  to  catch  hold  of  the  top  of  the  stockade,  and 
so  to  dear  it  by  one  bold  leap.  He  overrated  his  powers  <ji 
acdvity,  however,  or  they  were  diminished  by  his  recent  bonds 
and  imprisonment.  He  fell  lightly  ba<^ward  on  the  ground, 
and,  as  he  got  to  his  feet,  begone  aware  of  the  presence  of  a 
soldier,  in  yellow  and  blue,  the  livery  of  De  Hagenbach,  who 
came  running  towards  him,  crying  to  the  slothful  and  un- 
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observant  aentinelB,  'Alaim — alarm!  you  lazy  swine!     Stop 
the  dog,  or  yon  are  both  dead  men.' 

The  fisherman,  who  was  on  the  further  side,  laid  down  his  eel- 
spear,  drew  his  sword,  and,  flourishing  it  orer  his  head,  advanced 
towards  Philipson  with  very  moderate  haste.  The  student  was 
yet  more  unfortunate,  for,  in  his  huny  to  fold  up  his  book 
and  attend  to  his  duty,  he  contrived  to  throw  hixnself  (inad- 
vertently, doubtless)  full  in  the  soldier's  way.  The  latter,  who 
was  running  at  top  speed,  encountered  t^e  burgher  with  a 
severe  shock,  which  threw  both  down ;  but  the  citizen,  being  a 
solid  and  substantial  man,  lay  still  where  he  fell,  while  the 
other,  less  weighty,  and  probably  less  prepared  for  the  collision, 
lost  his  balance  and  the  command  of  his  limbs  at  once,  and, 
rolling  over  the  edge  of  the  moat^  was  immersed  in  the  mud 
and  marsh.  The  fisher  and  the  student  went  with  deliberate 
speed  to  assist  the  unexpected  and  unwelcome  partner  of  their 
watch;  while  Arthur,  stimulated  by  the  imminent  sense  of 
danger,  sprung  at  tiie  barrier  with  more  address  and  vigour 
than  before,  and,  succeeding  in  his  leap,  made,  as  he  had  been 
directed,  with  his  utmost  speed  for  the  covert  of  the  adjacent 
bushes.  He  reached  them  without  hearing  any  alarm  from 
the  walls.  But  he  was  conscious  that  his  situation  had  become 
extremely  precarious,  since  his  escape  from  the  town  was  known 
to  one  man,  at  leasti  who  would  not  fail  to  give  the  alarm  in 
case  he  was  able  to  extricate  himself  from  the  marsh — a  feat, 
however,  in  which  it  seemed  to  Arthur  that  the  armed  citizens 
were  likely  to  prove  rather  his  apparent  than  actual  assistants. 
WhOe  su<m  thoughts  shot  across  his  mind,  they  served  to  aug- 
ment his  natural  speed  of  f oot^  so  that|  in  less  space  than  could 
have  been  thought  possible,  he  reached  the  thinner  extremity 
of  the  thicket^  whence,  as  intimated  by  the  black  priest,  he 
could  see  the  eastern  tower  and  the  adjoining  battlements  of 
the  town— 

With  hostile  fkoes  throng'd,  and  fiexy  arms. 

It  required,  at  the  same  time,  some  address  on  the  part  of 
the  fugitive  to  keep  so  much  under  shelter  as  to  prevent  him- 
self from  being  seen  in  his  turn  by  those  whom  he  saw  so 
plamly.  He  therefore  expected  every  moment  to  hear  a  bugle 
wind,  or  to  behold  that  bustle  and  commotion  among  the 
defenders  which  might  prognosticate  a  sally.  Neither,  how- 
ever, took  place,  and  heedfuUy  observing  the  footpath,  or  track, 
which  the  priest  had  pomted  out  to  him,  yoimg  PhUipson 
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wheeled  hk  oourae  out  of  sight  of  the  guarded  towen,  and  soon 
falling  into  the  public  and  frequented  roadi  by  which  his  father 
and  he  had  approached  the  town  in  the  morning,  he  had  the 
happiness,  by  the  dust  and  flash  of  arms,  to  see  a  small  body 
of  armed  men  adyandng  towards  Brisach,  whom  he  justly  con- 
cluded to  be  the  Tan  of  the  Swiss  deputation. 

He  soon  met  the  party,  which  consisted  of  about  ten  men, 
with  Rudolph  Donneihugel  at  their  head.  The  figure  of  Philip- 
son,  covered  with  mud,  and  in  some  places  stained  with  blood, 
for  his  fall  in  the  dimgeon  had  cost  him  a  slight  wound,  atr 
tracted  the  wonder  of  every  one  who  crowded  around  to  hear 
the  news.  Rudolph  alone  appeared  unmoved.  Like  the  visage 
on  the  ancient  statues  of  Hercules,  the  physiognomy  of  the 
bulky  Bernese  was  large  and  massive,  having  an  air  of  indif- 
ferent and  almost  sullen  composure,  which  did  not  change  but 
in  moments  of  the  fiercest  agitation. 

He  listened  without  emotion  to  the  breathless  tale  of 
Arthur  Philipson,  that  his  fttther  was  in  prison,  and  adjudged 
to  death. 

'And  what  else  did  you  expecti'  said  the  Bernese,  coldly. 
'  Were  you  not  warned  t  It  had  been  easy  to  have  foreseen 
the  misfortune,  but  it  may  be  impossible  to  prevent  it.' 

'I  own — I  own,'  said  Arthur,  wringing  his  hands,  '  that  you 
were  wise,  and  that  we  were  foolish.  But  oh  I  do  not  think  of 
our  folly  in  the  moment  of  our  extremity.  Be  the  gallant  and 
generous  champion  which  your  cantons  proclaim  you :  give  us 
your  aid  in  this  deadly  strait.' 

'But  how,  or  in  what  manner? '  said  Rudolph,  still  hesitat- 
ing. '  We  have  dismissed  the  BAlese,  who  were  willing  to  have 
given  assistance,  so  much  did  your  dutiful  example  weigh  with 
us.  We  are  now  scarce  above  a  score  of  men ;  how  can  you 
ask  us  to  attack  a  garrison  town,  secured  by  fortifications,  and 
where  there  are  six  times  our  number  ? ' 

'Tou  have  friends  within  the  fortifications,'  replied  Arthur 
— '  I  am  sure  you  have.  Hark  in  your  ear.  The  black  priest 
sent  to  you — to  you,  Rudolph  Donneihugel  of  Berne — ^that  he 
waits  to  give  you  his  blessing  at  the  norti^em  sally-port' 

'Ay,  doubtless,'  said  Rudolph,  shaking  himself  free  of 
Arthur's  attempt  to  engage  him  in  private  conference^  and 
speaking  so  that  all  aroimd  might  hear  him,  '  there  is  little 
doubt  on't :  I  will  find  a  priest  at  the  northern  sally-port  to 
confess  and  absolve  me,  and  a  block,  axe^  and  headsman  to 
strike  my  throat  asunder  when  he  has  done.    But  I  will  scaroe 
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put  the  neok  of  my  father's  boq  into  imeh  risk.  If  they  as- 
aasBmate  an  English  pedlar  who  has  never  offended  them,  what 
will  they  do  with  the  Bear  of  Berne,  whose  fangs  and  talons 
Ardhihald  de  Hagenbaoh  has  felt  ere  now  T 

Young  Philipson  at  these  words  clasped  his  hands  together, 
and  held  them  up  to  Heaven,  as  <me  who  abandons  hope,  except- 
ing from  thenoe.  The  tears  started  to  his  eyes,  and,  olenchmg 
his  hands  and  setting  his  teeth,  he  turned  his  back  abruptly 
upon  the  Swiss. 

'What  means  thispassionr  said  Rudolph.  ' Whitiierwould 
you  now  f ' 

'To  rescue  my  father,  or  perish  with  him,'  said  Arthur;  and 
was  about  to  run  wildly  back  to  La  Ferette^  when  a  strong  but 
kindly  grasp  detained  him. 

'  Tany  a  little  till  I  tie  my  garter,'  said  Sigismund  Bieder- 
man,  'and  I  will  go  with  you.  King  Arthur.' 

'Ton,  oaff  exclaimed  Rudolph  —  'yout  and  without 
ordersf' 

'  Why,  look  you,  cousin  Rudolph,'  said  the  youth,  continu- 
ing, wiUi  great  composure,  to  fasten  his  garter,  which,  after  the 
fadbion  of  the  time,  was  somewhat  intricately  secured,  'you 
are  always  telling  us  that  we  are  Swiss  and  freemen ;  and  what 
is  the  advantage  of  being  a  freeman,  if  <me  is  not  at  liberty  to 
do  what  he  has  a  mindf  Tou  are  my  hauptman,  look  you,  so 
long  as  it  pleases  me  and  no  longer.' 

'And why  shouldst  thou  desert  me  now,  thou  foolt  Why 
at  this  minute,  of  all  other  minutes  in  the  yearl'  demanded 
the  Bernese. 

'Look  you,'  replied  the  insubordinate  follower,  'I  have 
hunted  wiUi  Arthur  for  this  month  past^  and  I  love  him :  he 
never  called  me  fool  or  idiot  because  my  thoughts  came  slower, 
maybe,  and  something  duller,  than  tiiose  of  other  folk.  And  I 
love  his  father :  the  old  man  gave  me  this  baldrick  and  this 
horn,  which  I  warrant  cost  many  a  kieutcer.  He  told  me,  too, 
not  to  be  discouraged,  for  that  it  was  better  to  think  justly 
than  to  think  fast^  and  that  I  had  sense  enough  for  the  one  if 
not  for  the  other.  And  the  kind  old  man  is  now  in  Hagen- 
bach's  butcher  shambles  1  But  we  will  free  him,  Arthur,  if 
two  men  may.  Thou  shalt  see  me  fight  while  steel  blade  and 
ashen  shaft  will  hold  together.' 

So  saying,  he  shook  in  the  air  his  enormous  partisan,  which 
quivered  in  his  grasp  like  a  slip  of  willow.  Indeed,  if  iniquity 
was  to  be  struck  down  like  an  ox,  there  was  not  one  in  that 
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JbmmthmsA  more  likely  to  perfonn  the  feat  tlian  Sigismund ; 
for,  though  somewhat  shorter  in  statmre  liian  his  brethren,  and 
of  a  less  animated  spiriti  yet  his  breadth  of  shoulders  and 
strength  of  muscles  were  enormous,  and  if  thoroughly  aroused 
and  disposed  for  the  contest,  which  was  very  rarely  the  case, 
perhaps  Rudolph  himself  mighty  as  far  as  sheer  force  went| 
have  had  difficulty  in  matching  him. 

Truth  of  sentiment  and  eneigy  of  expression  always  produce 
an  effect  on  natural  and  generous  chaiaoters.  Several  of  the 
youths  aroimd  began  to  exclaim  that  Sigismund  said  well ;  that^ 
if  the  old  man  had  put  himself  in  danger,  it  was  because  he 
thought  more  of  the  success  of  their  negotiation  than  of  his 
own  safety,  and  had  taken  himself  from  under  their  protection 
rather  than  inyolve  them,  in  quarrels  on  his  account.  'We 
are  the  more  bound,'  they  said,  '  to  see  him  unscathed,  and 
we  will  do  so.' 

'  Peace !  all  you  wiseacres,'  said  Rudolph,  looking  round  with 
an  air  of  superiority ;  'and  you,  Arthur  of  England,  pass  on  to 
the  TAndamman,  who  is  close  behind;  you  know  he  is  our 
chief  conunander,  he  is  no  less  your  lather^s  sincere  friend,  and, 
whatever  he  may  determine  in  your  father's  favour,  you  will 
find  most  ready  executors  of  his  pleasure  in  all  of  us.' 

His  companions  appeared  to  concur  in  this  advice,  and  young 
Philipson  saw  that  his  own  compliance  with  the  recommenda- 
tion was  indispensable.  Indeed,  although  he  still  suspected 
that  the  Bernese^  by  his  various  intrigues,  as  well  with  the 
Swiss  youth  as  with  those  of  Bftle^  and^  as  might  be  inferred 
from  tiie  priest  of  St.  Paul's,  by  communication  even  within 
the  town  of  La  Ferette,  possessed  the  greater  power  of  assisting 
him  at  such  a  conjuncture,  yet  he  trusted  far  more  in  the 
simple  candour  and  perfect  laith  of  Arnold  Biederman,  and 
pressed  forward  to  tell  to  him  his  mournful  tale,  and  crave  his 
assistance. 

From  the  top  of  a  bank  which  he  readied  in  a  few  minutes 
after  he  parted  from  Rudolph  and  the  advanced  g^uard,  he  saw 
beneath  him  the  venerable  TAnHa^mmnn  and  his  associates, 
attended  by  a  few  of  the  youths,  who  no  longer  were  dispersed 
upon  the  flanks  of  the  party,  but  attended  on  them  dosely, 
and  in  military  array,  as  men  prepared  to  repel  any  sudden 
attack. 

Behind  came  a  mule  or  two  with  baggage,  together  with  the 
animals  which,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  march,  supported 
Anne  of  Oeierstein  and  her  attendant.    Both  were  occupied  by 


female  figures  aa  usual,  and,  to  the  best  of  Arthur's  ken  Che 
foremost  had  the  well-known  dress  of  Anne,  from  the  grey 
mantle  to  a  small  heron's  plume,  which,  since  entering  Gennany, 
she  had  worn  in  compliance  with  the  custom  of  the  oountiy, 
and  in  eyidence  of  her  rank  as  a  maiden  of  birth  and  distmc- 
tion.  Tet,  if  the  youth's  eyes  brought  him  true  tidings  at 
present^  what  was  the  character  of  their  fonner  information, 
when,  scarce  more  than  half  an  hour  since,  they  had  beheld,  in 
the  subtenanean  dungeon  of  Brisach,  the  same  form  which  they 
now  rested  upon,  in  circumstances  so  very  diffisrentt  The 
feeling  ezdted  by  this  tiiought  was  powerful,  but  it  was 
momentary,  like  the  lightning  which  blazes  tiirough  a  midnight 
sky,  which  is  but  just  seen  ere  it  vanishes  into  darkness.  Or 
rather,  the  wonder  excited  by  this  marvellous  incident  only 
maintained  its  ground  in  his  thoughts  by  allying  itself  wiu 
the  anxiety  for  his  lather's  safety,  which  was  their  predominant 
occupation. 

'If  there  be  indeed  a  spirit,'  he  said,  'which  wears  that 
beautiful  form,  it  must  be  beneficent  as  well  as  lovely,  and 
will  extend  to  my  far  more  deserving  latiier  the  protection 
which  his  son  has  twice  experienced.' 

But  ere  he  had  time  to  prosecute  such  a  thought  farther, 
he  had  met  the  Tjandamman  and  his  party.  Here  his  appear- 
ance and  his  condition  excited  the  same  surprise  as  they  had 
formerly  occasioned  to  Rudolph  and  the  vanguard.  To  the 
repeated  interrogatories  of  the  Tiandamman,  he  gave  a  brief 
account  of  his  own  imprisonment,  and  of  his  escape,  of  which 
he  suflfored  the  whole  glory  to  rest  with  the  black  priest  of  St. 
Paul's,  without  mentioning  one  word  of  the  more  interesting 
female  apparition,  by  which  he  had  been  attended  and  assisted 
in  his  charitable  task.  On  another  point  also  Arthur  was 
silent.  He  saw  no  propriety  in  communicating  to  Arnold 
Biederman  the  message  which  the  priest  had  addressed  to 
Rudolph's  ear  alone.  Whether  good  should  come  of  it  or  no^ 
he  held  saored  the  obligation  of  iSenoe  imposed  upon  him  by  a 
man  from  whom  he  had  just  received  the  most  important 
assistance. 

The  lAndamman  was  struck  dumb  for  a  moment  with 
sorrow  and  suxprise  at  the  news  which  he  heard.  The  elder 
Philipson  had  ffained  his  respect,  as  well  by  the  purity  and 
steadiness  of  we  principles  which  he  expressed  as  by  the 
extent  and  depth  of  his  information,  which  was  peculiarly 
valuable  and  interesting  to  the  Switser,  who  felt  his  admirable 
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judgment  coosideiably  fettered  for  want  of  that  knowledge  of 
oountriesy  times,  and  manners  with  which  his  Engliah  fnend 
often  supplied  him. 

'Let  us  press  forward/  he  said  to  the  banneret  of  Berne 
and  the  other  deputies;  'let  us  offer  our  mediation  betwixt 
the  tyrant  De  Hagenbaoh  and  our  friend,  whose  life  is  in 
danger.  He  must  listen  to  us,  for  I  know  his  master  expects 
to  see  this  Philipson  at  his  court.  The  old  man  hinted  to  me 
so  much.  As  we  are  possessed  of  such  a  secret^  Archibald  de 
Hagenbach  will  not  dare  to  brave  our  yengeance,  since  we 
might  easily  send  to  Duke  Charles  information  how  the 
goyemor  of  La  Ferette  abuses  his  power,  in  matters  where 
not  only  the  Swiss,  but  where  the  Duke  himself  is  concerned.' 

'  Under  your  reverend  favour,  my  worthy  sir,'  answered  the 
banneret  of  Berne,  *  we  are  Swiss  deputies,  and  go  to  represent 
the  injuries  of  Switoerland  alone.  If  we  embroil  ourselveB 
with  the  quarrels  of  strangers,  we  shall  find  it  more  difficult  to 
settle  advantageously  those  of  our  own  country;  and  if  the 
Duke  should,  by  this  villainy  done  upon  English  merohantSy 
bring  upon  him  the  resentment  of  the  Englidb  monarch,  such 
breach  will  only  render  it  more  a  matter  of  peremptory 
necessity  for  him  to  make  a  treaty  advantageous  to  the  Swiss 
cantons.' 

There  was  so  much  worldly  policy  in  this  advice,  that  Adam 
Zimmerman  of  Soleure  instantly  expressed  his  assent^  with  the 
additional  argument^  that  their  brother  Btederman  had  told 
them  scarce  two  hours  before  how  tiiese  English  merchants 
had,  by  his  advice  and  their  own  free  desire,  parted  company 
with  them  that  mornings  on  purpose  that  they  might  not 
involve  the  deputies  in  Uie  quarrels  which  might  be  raised  by 
the  governor's  exactions  on  his  merchandise. 

'Now  what  advantage,'  he  said,  'shall  we  derive  from  this 
same  parting  of  company,  supposing,  as  my  brother  seems  to 
urge,  we  are  still  to  consider  this  Englishman's  interest  as  if 
he  were  our  fellow-traveller,  and  under  our  especial  protection  f ' 

This  personal  reasoning  pinched  the  Landamman  somewhat 
closely,  for  he  had  but  a  short  while  before  descanted  on  the 
generosity  of  the  elder  Philipson,  who  had  freely  exposed 
himself  to  danger  rather  than  that  he  should  embanass  their 
negotiation  by  remaining  one  of  their  company ;  and  it  com* 
pletely  shook  the  fealty  of  the  white-bearded  Nicholas  Bern- 
stetten,  whose  eyes  wandered  from  the  face  of  Zimmerman, 
which  expressed  triumphant  confidence  in  his  argument^  to 
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that  of  his  friend  the  Tjandamman,  whioh  was  lather  more 
embanaifled  than  usual. 

<  Brethren,'  said  Arnold  at  length  with  finnness  and  anima- 
tion, '  I  erred  in  priding  myself  upon  the  worldly  policy  which 
I  taught  to  you  this  morning.  This  man  is  not  of  our  countiy, 
doubtiess,  but  he  is  of  our  blood — a  copy  of  the  common 
Creator's  image-^and  the  more  worthy  of  being  called  so,  as  he 
is  a  man  of  integrity  and  worth.  We  might  not^  without 
grierous  sin,  pass  suohi  a  person,  being  in  danger,  without 
afiSoiding  him  relief,  eyen  if  he  lay  accidentally  by  the  side  of 
our  patib;  much  less  should  we  abandon  him  if  the  danger 
has  been  incurred  in  our  own  cause,  and  that  we  might  escape 
the  net  in  which  he  is  himself  caught.  Be  not|  therefore, 
downcast  We  do  God's  wiU  in  succouring  an  oppressed  man. 
If  we  succeed  by  mild  means,  as  I  trust  we  shall,  we  do  a  good 
action  at  a  cheap  rate;  if  not^  God  can  assert  the  cause  of 
humanity  by  the  hands  of  few  as  well  as  of  many.' 

'If  such  is  your  opinion,'  said  the  bannerman  of  Beme^ 
'not  a  man  here  will  shrink  from  you.  For  me,  I  pleaded 
against  my  own  inclinations  when  1  adyised  you  to  ayoid  a 
brach  with  the  Buigundian.  But  as  a  soldier,  I  must  needs 
say,  I  would  rather  fight  the  garrison,  were  they  double  the 
number  ihej  talk  of,  in  a  lair  field,  than  undertake  to  storm 
their  defences.' 

'Nay,'  said  the  Trfmdamman,  *I  sincerely  hope  we  shall 
both  enter  and  depart  from  the  town  of  Brisadh  without 
deviating  from  the  pacific  character  with  which  our  mission 
from  the  Diet  inyests  us.' 


GHAPTEB  XVI 

For  Somenet,  off  with  liia  guilty  head  t 

Hmry  VL  IW;  IIL 

Thb  gOTemor  of  La  Ferette  stood  on  tiie  batUemente  of  the 
eMtem  entnnoe>tower  of  his  forCresSi  and  looked  oat  on  the 
road  to  BAle»  when  first  the  Tanguard  of  the  Swiss  mission, 
than  the  oentre  and  rear,  appeared  in  tiie  distanoe.  At  the 
same  moment  the  Tan  halting^  the  main  body  dosed  with  it| 
while  the  females  and  baggie,  and  mules  in  the  rear,  moved 
in  their  turn  up  to  tiie  main  body,  and  the  whole  were  united 
in  one  group. 

A  messenger  then  stepped  forth,  and  winded  one  of  those 
tremendous  horns,  the  spoils  of  the  wild  bulls,  so  numerous  in 
the  canton  of  Uri  that  they  are  supposed  to  haye  giyen  rise 
to  its  name. 

'They  demand  admittance,'  said  the  esquife. 

'  They  shall  have  it^'  answered  Sir  Andiibald  de  Hagenbach. 
'Many,  how  they  may  pass  out  again  is  another  and  a  deeper 
question.' 

<  Think  yet  a  momenti  noble  sir,'  continued  the  esquire. 
'  Bethink  you,  these  Switsers  are  very  fiends  in  fight^  and  have, 
besides,  no  booty  to  repay  the  conquest— -some  paltry  chains 
of  good  copper,  perchance,  or  adulterated  silver.  Tou  have 
knocked  out  the  marrow ;  do  not  damage  your  teeth  by  trying 
to  grind  the  bone.' 

'Thou  art  a  fool,  Kilian,'  answered  De  Hagenbach,  'and  it 
may  be  a  coward  besides.  The  approach  of  some  score^  or  at 
most  some  score  and  a  half,  of  Swiss  partisans  makes  thee 
draw  in  thy  horns  like  a  snail  at  a  child's  finger.  Mine  are 
strong  and  inflexible  as  tiiose  of  the  vfnu^  of  whom  they  talk 
so  much,  and  on  which  they  blow  so  boldly.  Keep  in  mind, 
thou  timid  creature^  that  if  the  Swiss  deputies,  as  they  presume 
to  call  themselvefl^  are  permitted  to  pass  free,  they  carry  to  the 
Duke  stories  of  merchants  bound  to  his  court,  and  frau^t  with 
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predoiiB  oommoditiefl^  spedally  addressed  to  hia  Oraoe.  Charles 
has  then  at  onoe  to  endure  the  presence  of  the  ambassadorsi 
whom  he  oontenuia  and  hates^  and  learns  by  them  that  the 
goyemop  of  La  Ferette^  permitting  suoh  to  pass,  has  never- 
tiieless  presumed  to  stop  those  whom  he  would  full  gladly 
see ;  for  what  prince  would  not  blythely  welcome  such  a  casket 
as  that  which  we  have  taken  from  yonder  strolling  English 
pedlarT 

'  I  see  not  how  the  assault  on  these  ambassadors  will  mend 

Sur  Excellency's  plea  for  despoiling  the  Englishmen,'  said 
lian. 

'Because  thou  art  a  blind  mole,  Kilian,'  answered  his  chief. 
*li  Buigundy  hears  of  a  ruffle  between  mj  garrison  and  the 
mountain  churls,  whom  he  scorns,  and  yet  hates^  it  will  drown 
all  notice  of  the  two  pedlan  who  haye  perished  in  the  fray.  If 
after-inquiry  should  come,  an  hour's  ride  transports  me  with 
my  confidants  into  the  Imperial  dominions,  where,  though  the 
Emperor  be  a  spiritless  fool,  the  rich  piiae  I  haye  found  on 
these  islanders  will  ensure  me  a  good  reception.' 

'I  will  stick  by  your  Excellency  to  the  last>'  returned  the 
esquire ;  'and  you  shall  yourself  witness  that^  if  a  fool,  I  am  at 
least  no  coward.' 

'  I  neyer  thought  thee  such  when  it  came  to  hand-blows,' 
said  De  Hagenbadi;  'but  in  policy  thou  art  timid  and  irreso- 
lute. Hand  me  mine  armour,  Kilkm,  and  beware  thou  brace  it 
well.     The  Swiss  pikes  and  swords  are  no  wasp  stings.' 

'  May  your  Excellency  wear  it  with  honour  and  profiti'  said 
Kilian ;  and,  according  to  the  duty  of  his  office^  he  buckled 
up(m  his  principal  the  complete  panoply  of  a  Imight  of  the 
iSnpire.  'Tour  purpose  of  assaulting  the  Swiss  then  holds 
firm,'  said  Kilian.  'But  what  pretext  will  your  Excellency 
aasignf' 

'Let  me  alone,'  said  Archibald  de  Hagenbach,  'to  take 
one  or  to  make  one.  Do  you  only  haye  Sohonfeldt  and  the 
soldiers  on  their  stations.  And  remember  the  words  are-^ 
"Buigundy  to  the  rescue."  When  these  wotds  are  first  spoken, 
let  the  soldiers  show  themsdyes ;  when  repeated,  let  them  feJH 
on.  And  now  that  I  am  accoutred,  away  to  the  churls  and 
admit  them.' 

Kilian  bowed  and  withdrew. 

The  bugle  of  the  Switsers  had  repeatedly  emitted  its  angiy 
roar,  exasperated  by  the  delay  ot  nearly  half  an  hour,  without 
an  answer  from  the  guarded  gate  of  Brisaoh;  and  eyery  blast 
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declared,  by  the  prolonged  eohoes  which  it  awakened,  the 
increased  impatience  of  those  who  smnmoned  the  town.  At 
length  the  portcullis  arose,  the  gate  opened,  the  drawbridge 
fell,  and  Kilian,  in  the  equipage  of  a  xnan-at-arms  arrayed  for 
fight,  rode  forth  on  an  ambling  palfrey. 

'  What  bold  men  are  ye,  sirs,  who  are  here  in  anns  bef<»e 
the  fortress  of  Brisaoh,  appertaining  in  right  and  seignory 
to  the  thrice  noble  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  Lorraine,  and 
garrisoned  for  his  cause  and  interest  by  the  excellent  Sir 
Archibald,  Lord  of  Hagenbach,  knight  of  the  Most  Holy  Roman 
Empire  r 

'So  please  you,  sir  esquire,'  said  the  Trfindamman,  'for  such 
I  conjecture  you  to  be  by  the  featiier  in  your  bonnet,  we  ai« 
here  with  no  hostile  intentions,  though  armed,  as  yon  see,  to 
defend  us  in  a  perilous  journey,  where  we  are  something  unsafe 
by  day,  and  cannot  always  repose  by  night  in  places  of  security. 
But  our  arms  have  no  offensive  purpose ;  if  they  had  sucb,  our 
numbers  had  not  been  so  few  as  you  see  them.' 

'What,  then,  is  your  character  and  purpose t'  said  Kilian, 
who  had  learned  to  use,  in  his  master's  absence,  the  lordly  and 
insolent  tone  of  the  gOYemor  himself. 

'We  are  delegates,'  answered  the  Landamman,  in  a  calm 
and  even  tone  of  yoioe,  without  appearing  to  take  offiBuce  at,  or 
to  observe,  the  insolent  demeanour  of  the  esquire,  'from  the 
Free  and  Confederated  Cantons  of  the  Swiss  states  and  pro- 
vinces, and  from  the  good  town  of  Soleure,  who  are  accredited 
tram  our  Diet  of  Legislature  to  travel  to  the  presence  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  on  an  errand  of  high  importance 
to  both  countries,  and  with  the  hope  of  establishing  with  your 
master's  lord — ^I  mean  with  the  noble  Duke  of  Burgundy — a 
sure  and  steadfast  peace,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  to  the 
mutual  honour  and  advantage  of  both  countries^  and  to  avert 
disputes  and  the  efihsion  of  Christian  blood,  which  may  other- 
wise be  shed  for  want  of  timely  and  good  understanding.' 

'  Show  me  your  letters  of  credence,'  said  the  eeouire. 

'Under  your  forgiveness,  sir  esquire,'  replied  the  Land- 
amman, '  it  will  be  time  enou^  to  cochibit  tiiese  when  we  are 
admitted  to  the  presence  of  your  master  the  governor.' 

'  That  is  as  much  as  to  say,  wilful  will  to  it.  It  is  well,  my 
masters;  and  yet  you  may  take  this  advice  from  Kilian  of 
Kersbeig :  It  is  sometimes  better  to  reel  backwards  than  to 
run  forwards.  My  master,  and  my  master's  master,  are  more 
ticklishperaoDS  than  the  dealers  of  Bftle,  to  whom  you  sell  your 
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cheesee.    Homey  honest  men — ^home !  your  way  lies  before  you, 
and  you  are  fairly  warned/ 

<We  thank  thee  for  thy  oounsel,'  said  the  Landamman, 
interrupting  the  banneret  of  Beme^  who  had  commenced  an 
angry  reply,  'supposing  it  kindly  meant;  if  not,  an  uncivil 
jest  is  like  an  overohaiged  gun,  which  recoils  on  the  cannoneer. 
Our  road  lies  onward  through  Btisach,  and  onward  we  propose 
to  go,  and  take  such  hap  as  that  which  we  may  find  before  us.' 

'  Go  onward  then,  in  the  devil's  name,'  said  the  squire,  who 
had  entertained  some  hope  of  deterring  them  from  pursuing 
their  journey,  but  found  himself  effectually  foiled. 

The  Switoers  entered  the  town,  and,  stopped  by  the  barri- 
cade of  oars  which  the  governor  had  formed  across  the  street, 
at  about  twenty  yards  from  the  gate,  they  drew  themselves  up 
in  military  order,  with  their  little  body  formed  into  three  lines, 
the  two  females  and  the  fathers  of  the  deputation  being  in  the 
centre.  The  little  phalanx  presented  a  double  front,  one  to 
each  side  of  the  street,  while  &e  centre  line  faced  so  as  to  move 
forward,  and  only  waited  for  the  removal  of  the  barricade  in 
order  to  do  so.  But  while  they  stood  thus  inactive,  a  knight 
in  complete  armour  appeared  from  a  side  door  of  the  great 
tower,  under  the  arch  of  which  they  had  entered  into  the  town. 
His  visor  was  raised,  and  he  walked  along  the  front  of  the  little 
line  fonned  by  the  Swiss  with  a  stem  and  frowning  aspect. 

*  Who  are  you,'  he  said,  'who  have  thus  far  intruded  your- 
selves in  arms  into  a  Burgundian  garrison  f ' 

'With  your  Exoellen^s  leave,'  said  tiie  Landamman,  'we 
are  men  who  come  on  a  peaceful  errand,  though  we  carry  arms 
for  our  own  defence.  Deputies  we  are  from  the  towns  of  Berne 
and  Soleure,  the  cantons  of  Uri,  Schwytz,  and  Unterwalden, 
come  to  adjust  matters  of  importance  with  the  gracious  Duke 
Kji  Burgundy  and  Lorraine.' 

'What  towns,  what  cantons  1'  said  the  governor  of  La 
Ferette.  '  I  have  heard  no  such  names  among  the  Free  Cities 
of  Germany.    Berne,  truly  I  when  became  Berne  a  free  state  f ' 

'  Since  the  twenty-first  day  of  Jime,'  said  Arnold  Biederman, 
'in  the  year  of  grace  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  on  which  day  the  battle  of  Laupen  was  fought.' 

'Away,  vain  old  man,'  said  the  knight ;  'thinkest  thou  that 
such  idle  boasts  can  avail  thee  here  1  We  have  heard,  indeed, 
of  some  insurgent  villages  and  communities  among  tiie  Alps, 
and  how  they  rebelled  against  the  Emperor,  and,  by  the  ad- 
vantage of  fastnesses,  ambuscades,  and  lurking-places,  how  they 

XXIII  13 


194  WAVXBLSY  NOVELB 

haye  murdered  some  knights  and  gentlemen  sent  against  them 
by  the  Duke  of  Austria ;  but  we  little  thought  that  such  paltty 
townships  and  insignificant  bands  of  mutineers  had  the  in- 
solence to  term  themselves  free  states,  and  propose  to  enter 
into  negotiation  as  such  with  a  mighty  prince  like  Charles  of 
Burgundy.' 

'May  it  please  your  Excellency/  replied  the  TiUndainman, 
with  perfect  temper,  '  your  own  laws  of  chivalry  declare  that^ 
if  the  stronger  wrong  the  weaker,  or  the  noble  does  injury  to 
the  less  gentle,  the  very  act  levels  distinctioDs  between  them, 
and  the  doer  of  an  injury  becomes  bound  to  give  condign  satis- 
faction, of  such  kind  as  the  wronged  party  shisdl  demand/ 

'  Hence  to  thy  hills,  churl ! '  exclaimed  the  haughty  knight ; 
'  there  comb  thy  beard  and  roast  tiiy  chestnuts.  What !  be- 
cause a  few  rats  and  mice  find  retreat  among  the  walls  and 
wainscoting  of  our  dwelling-houses,  shall  we  therefore  allow 
them  to  intrude  their  disgusting  presence,  and  their  airs  of 
freedom  and  independence,  into  our  personal  presence  t  No^  we 
will  rather  crush  them  beneath  the  heel  of  our  ironshod  boots.' 

'  We  are  not  men  to  be  trodden  on,'  said  Arnold  Hederman, 
calmly ;  '  those  who  have  attempted  it  have  found  us  stumbling- 
blocks.  Lay,  sir  knight — lay  aside  for  an  instant  this  haughty 
language,  which  can  only  lead  to  warfare,  and  listen  to  the 
words  of  peace.  Dismiss  our  comrade,  the  English  merchant 
Philipson,  on  whom  you  have  this  morning  laid  unlawful  hands ; 
let  him  pay  a  moderate  sum  for  his  ransom,  and  we^  who  are 
bound  instantly  to  the  Duke's  presence,  will  bear  a  fair  report 
to  him  of  his  governor  of  La  Ferette.' 

*Tou  will  be  so  generous,  will  you  1'  said  Sir  Archibald,  in 
a  tone  of  ridicule.  'And  what  pledge  shall  I  have  that  you 
will  favour  me  so  kindly  as  you  propose  t ' 

'  The  word  of  a  man  who  never  broke  his  piomise,'  answered 
the  stoical  Landamman. 

*  Insolent  hindl'  replied  the  knight,  'dost  thou  stipulate  t 
Thcu  offer  thy  paltry  word  as  a  pledge  betwixt  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  and  Archibald  de  Hagenb^ht  Enow  that  ye  go 
not  to  Burgundy  at  all,  or  you  go  thither  with  fetters  on  your 
hands  and  halters  round  yomr  necks.  So  ho^  Buigundy  to  the 
rescue!' 

Instantly,  as  he  spoke,  the  soldiers  showed  themselves  before, 
behind,  and  around  the  narrow  space  where  the  Swiss  had  drawn 
themselves  up.  The  battlements  of  the  town  were  lined  with 
men ;  others  presented  themselves  at  the  doors  of  each  house  in 
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tihe  street^  prepared  to  sally,  and,  at  the  windows,  prepared  to 
shoot^  as  well  with  guns  aa  with  bows  and  cross-bows.  The 
soldiers  who  defended  the  barricade  also  started  up,  and  seemed 
ready  to  dispute  the  passage  in  front.  The  little  band,  encom- 
passed and  overmatched,  but  neither  startled  nor  disheartened, 
stood  to  their  arms.  The  centre  rank  imder  the  Landamman 
prepared  to  force  their  way  over  the  barricade.  The  two  fronts 
stood  back  to  back,  ready  to  dispute  the  street  with  those  that 
should  issue  from  the  houses.  It  could  not  fail  to  prore  a  work 
of  no  small  blood  and  toil  to  subdue  this  handful  of  determined 
men,  even  with  five  times  their  number.  Some  sense  of  this, 
perhaps,  made  Sir  Archibald  delay  giving  the  signal  for  onset, 
when  suddenly  behind  arose  a  cry  of  '  Treason — ^treason  1 ' 

A  soldier,  covered  with  mud,  rushed  before  the  governor, 
and  said,  in  hurried  accents,  that,  as  he  endeavoured  to  stop 
a  prisoner  who  had  made  his  escape  some  short  time  since, 
he  had  been  seised  by  the  burghers  of  the  town,  and  wellnigh 
drowned  in  the  moat.  He  added,  that  the  citizens  were  even 
now  admitting  the  enemy  into  the  place. 

'  Eilian,'  said  the  knight,  '  take  two  score  of  men ;  hasten  to 
the  northern  sally-port;  stab,  cut  down,  or  throw  from  the 
battlements  whomsoever  you  meet  in  arms,  townsmen  or 
strangers.  Leave  me  to  settle  with  these  peasants  by  fair 
means  or  foul.' 

But  ere  Eilian  could  obey  his  master's  conunands  a  shout 
arose  in  the  rear,  where  they  cried,  *  Bftle — B&le !  Freedom — 
freedom  1    The  day  is  our  own  I ' 

Onward  came  the  youth  of  Bftle,  who  had  not  been  at  such 
a  distance  but  that  Rudolph  had  contrived  to  recall  them; 
onward  came  many  Swiss  who  had  hovered  around  the  embassy, 
holding  themselves  in  readiness  for  such  a  piece  of  service; 
and  onward  came  the  armed  citizens  of  La  Ferette,  who^  com- 
pelled to  take  arms  and  mount  guard  by  the  tyranny  of  De 
Hagenbach,  had  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  admit 
the  Bftlese  at  the  sally-port  through  which  Philipson  had  lately 
made  his  escape. 

The  garrison,  somewhat  discouraged  before  by  the  firm  aspect 
of  the  Swiss,  who  had  held  their  numbers  at  defiance,  were 
totally  disconcerted  by  this  new  and  unexpected  insurrection. 
Most  of  them  prepared  rather  to  fly  than  to  fight,  and  they 
threw  themselves  in  numbers  from  the  walls,  as  the  best  chance 
of  escaping.  Eilian  and  some  others,  whom  pride  prevented 
from  flying,  and  despair  from  asking  quarter,  fought  with  fury. 
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and  were  killed  on  the  spot.  In  the  midst  of  this  oonfosion 
the  Tjandamman  kept  hu  own  hands  munored,  permitting 
them  to  take  no  share  in  the  action,  saye  to  repel  audi  yiolenoe 
as  was  offered  to  them. 

'Stand  last  all  1'  somided  the  deep  voice  of  Arnold  Bieder- 
man  alcmg  their  little  hody.  'Where  is  Rudolph t  Sare  lives, 
but  take  none.  Why,  how  now,  Arthur  Philipson  1  stand  Ust, 
I  say.' 

'I  cannot  stand  fast^'  said  Arthur,  who  was  in  the  act  of 
leaving  the  ranks.  '  I  must  seek  my  father  in  the  dungeons : 
they  may  be  slaying  him  in  this  confusion  while  I  stand  idle 
here.' 

<  By  Our  Lady  of  Einsiedlen,  you  say  well,'  answered  the 
Tiandamman  ;  '  that  I  should  have  forgot  my  noble  guest !  I 
will  help  thee  to  search  for  him,  Arthur — ^the  af&iay  seems 
wellnigh  ended.  Ho^  there,  sir  baxmereti  worthy  Adam  Zimmer- 
man, my  good  friend  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  keep  our  men 
standing  fiim.  Have  nothing  to  do  with  this  affray,  but  leave 
the  men  of  B&le  to  answer  their  own  deeds.  I  return  in  a  few 
minutes.' 

So  saying,  he  hurried  after  Arthur  Philipson,  whose  recollec- 
tion conducted  him,  with  sufficient  accuracy,  to  the  head  of  the 
dungeon  stairs.  There  they  met  an  ill-looking  man  dad  in  a 
buff  jerkiu,  who  bore  at  his  girdle  a  bunch  of  rusted  keys, 
which  intimated  the  nature  of  his  calling. 

'Show  me  the  prison  of  the  English  merohant»'  said  Arthur 
Philipson,  '  or  thou  diest  by  my  hand.' 

'Which  of  them  desire  you  to  see,'  answered  the  official — 
'  the  old  man  or  the  young  one  t ' 

'The  old,'  said  young  Philipson.  'His  son  has  escaped 
thee.' 

'  Enter  here,  then,  gentlemen,'  said  the  jailer,  undoing  the 
spring-bolt  of  a  heavy  door. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment  lay  tiie  man  they  came 
to  seek  for,  who  was  instanuy  raised  from  the  ground  and 
loaded  with  their  embraces. 

'My  dear  father  1'  'My  worthy  guest  I'  said  his  son  and 
friend  at  the  same  moment,  'how  fares  it  with  yout' 

'Well,'  answered  the  elder  Philipson,  'if  you,  my  friend 
and  son,  come,  as  I  judge  from  your  arms  and  countenance,  as 
ccmquerors,  and  at  liber^  j  ill,  if  you  come  to  share  my  prison- 
house.' 

'Have  no  fear  of  that,'  said  the  Landamman;  'we  have 
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been  in  danger,  but  are  lemarkablj  delirered.  Your  eyil  lair 
has  benumbed  you.  Lean  on  me,  my  noble  guest,  and  let  me 
assist  you  to  better  quarters.' 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  a  heavy  clash,  as  it  seemed,  of 
iron,  and  differing  from  the  distant  roar  of  the  popular  tiunulti 
which  they  still  heard  from  the  open  street,  as  men  hear  the 
deep  voice  of  a  remote  and  tempestuous  ocean. 

'  By  St  Peter  of  the  Fetters ! '  said  Arthmr,  who  instantly 
discovered  the  cause  of  the  sound,  'the  jailer  has  cast  the  door 
to  the  staple,  or  it  has  escaped  his  grasp.  The  spring-lock  has 
closed  upon  us,  and  we  cannot  be  liberated  saving  from  the 
outside.    Ho^  jailer  dog  1  villain !  open  the  door,  or  thou  diest.' 

'  He  is  probably  out  of  hearing  of  your  threats,'  said  the 
elder  Philipson,  'and  your  cries  avail  you  nothing.  But  are 
you  sure  the  Swiss  are  in  possession  of  the  town  t ' 

'We  are  peaceful  occupants  of  it,'  answered  the  Landamman, 
'  though  witiiiout  a  blow  given  on  our  side.' 

'Why,  then,'  said  the  Englishman,  'your  followers  will  soon 
find  you  out.  Arthur  and  I  are  paltiy  ciphers,  and  our  absence 
might  easily  pass  over  unobserved ;  but  you  are  too  important 
a  figure  not  to  be  missed  and  looked  after,  when  the  sum  of 
your  number  is  taken.' 

'  I  well  hope  it  will  prove  so^'  said  the  T^ndamman, '  though 
methinks  I  show  but  sourvily,  shut  up  here  like  a  cat  in  a  cup- 
board when  he  has  been  stealing  cream.  Arthur,  my  brave 
boy,  dost  thou  see  no  means  of  shooting  back  the  boltt ' 

Arthur,  who  had  been  minutely  examining  the  lock,  replied 
in  the  negative ;  and  added,  that  they  must  take  patience  per- 
force, and  arm  themselves  to  wait  calmly  their  deliverance, 
which  they  cotdd  do  nothing  to  accelerate. 

Arnold  Biederman,  however,  felt  somewhat  severely  the 
neglect  of  his  sons  and  companions. 

'All  my  youths,  uncertain  whether  I  am  alive  or  dead,  are 
taking  the  opportunity  of  my  absence,  doubtless,  for  pillage 
and  license ;  and  the  politic  Rudolph,  I  presume,  cares  not  if  I 
should  never  reappear  on  the  stage;  the  banneret  and  the 
white-bearded  fool  fionstetten,  who  calls  me  his  friend— every 
neighbour  has  deserted  me;  and  yet  they  know  that  I  am 
anxious  for  the  safety  of  the  most  insignificant  of  them  all,  as 
dearer  to  me  than  my  own.  By  Heavens  I  it  looks  like  strata- 
gem; and  shows  as  It  the  rash  young  men  desired  to  get  rid 
of  a  rule  too  regular  and  peaceful  to  be  pleasing  to  those  who 
are  eager  for  war  and  conquest' 
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The  Landamman,  fretted  out  of  his  usual  serenity  of 
temper,  and  afraid  of  the  misbehaviour  of  his  countrymen  in 
his  absence,  thus  reflected  upon  his  friends  and  companions^ 
while  the  distant  noise  soon  <Ued  away  into  the  most  absolute 
and  total  silence. 

'  What  is  to  do  now t'  said  Arthur  PhiHpBon.  ^I  tvost  liiej 
will  take  the  opportunity  of  quiet  to  go  through  the  roll-cali, 
and  inquire  then  who  are  amissing.' 

It  seemed  as  if  the  young  man's  wish  had  some  efficacy,  for 
he  had  scarce  uttered  it  before  the  lock  was  turned,  and  the 
door  set  ajar  by  some  one  who  escaped  upstairs  from  behind 
it  before  those  who  were  set  at  liberty  could  obtain  a  glance 
of  their  deliverer. 

'  It  is  the  jailer,  doubtless,'  said  the  Landamman,  *  who  may 
be  apprehensive,  as  he  has  some  reason,  that  we  might  prove 
more  incensed  at  our  detention  in  the  dungeon  than  grateful 
for  our  deliverance.' 

As  they  spoke  thus,  they  ascended  the  narrow  stairs,  and 
issued  from  the  door  of  the  gate-house  tower,  where  a 
singular  spectacle  awaited  them.  The  Swiss  deputies  and 
their  escort  still  remained  standing  fast  and  firm  on  the  very 
spot  where  Hagenbach  had  proposed  to  assail  them.  A  few 
of  the  late  governor's  soldiers,  disarmed,  and  cowering  from 
the  rage  of  a  multitude  of  the  citizens,  who  now  filled  the 
streets,  stood  with  downcast  looks  behind  the  phalanx  of  the 
moimtaineers,  as  their  safest  place  of  retreat.  But  this  was 
not  all. 

The  can,  so  lately  placed  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the 
street,  were  now  joined  together,  and  served  to  support  a  plat- 
form, or  scaffold,  which  had  been  hastily  constructed  of  planks. 
On  this  was  placed  a  chair,  in  which  sat  a  tall  man,  with  his 
head,  neck,  and  shoulders  bare,  the  rest  of  his  body  clothed  in 
bright  armour.  His  countenance  was  as  pale  as  death,  yet 
young  Philipson  recognised  the  hard-hearted  governor.  Sir 
Archibald  de  Hagenbaoh.  He  appeared  to  be  bound  to  the 
chair.  On  his  rights  and  close  beside  him,  stood  the  priest  of 
St.  Paul's,  muttering  prayers,  with  his  breviary  in  his  hand ; 
while  on  his  left,  and  somewhat  behind  the  captive,  appeared  a 
tall  man,  attired  in  red,  and  leaning  with  both  hands  on  the 
naked  sword  which  has  been  described  on  a  former  occasion. 
The  instant  that  Arnold  Biedeiman  appeared,  and  before  the 
Landamman  could  open  his  lips  to  demand  the  meaning  of 
what  he  saw,  the  priest  drew  back,  the  executioner  stepped 


ANNE  OF  OSIERSTEIN  199 

f orwazd,  the  swoxd  was  brandiflhed,  the  blow  was  struck,  and 
the  yietim's  head  rolled  on  the  scaffold.  A  general  acclama- 
tion and  clapping  of  hands,  like  that  by  which  a  crowded 
theatre  approves  of  some  well-graced  performer,  followed  this 
feat  of  dexterity.  While  the  headless  corpse  shot  streams  from 
the  arteries,  which  were  drunk  up  by  the  sawdust  that  strewed 
the  scaffold,  the  executioner  gracefully  presented  himself 
alternately  at  the  four  comers  of  the  stage,  modestly  bowing, 
as  the  multitude  greeted  him  with  cheers  oi  approbation. 

'Nobles,  knights,  gentlemen  of  free-bom  blood,  and  good 
citizens,'  he  said,  '  who  have  assisted  at  this  act  of  Ugh  justice^ 
I  pray  you  to  bear  me  witness  that  this  judgment  hatii  been 
executed  after  the  form  of  the  sentence^  at  one  blow,  and  with- 
out stroke  missed  or  repeated.' 

The  acclamati<ms  were  reiterated:  'Long  live  our  icharf- 
fferichter  Steinemherz,  and  many  a  tyrant  may  he  do  his  duty 
on!' 

'Noble  friends,'  said  the  executioner,  with  the  deepest 
obeisance,  '  I  have  yet  another  word  to  say,  and  it  must  be  a 
proud  one.  God  be  gracious  to  the  soul  of  this  good  and  noble 
Knight^  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach.  He  was  the  patron  of  my 
youth,  and  my  guide  to  the  path  of  honour.  Eight  steps  have 
I  made  towards  freedom  and  nobility  on  the  heads  of  f reebom 
knights  and  nobles  who  have  fallen  by  his  authority  and  com- 
mand ;  and  the  ninth,  by  which  I  have  attained  it,  is  upon  his 
own,  in  grateful  memoxy  of  which  I  will  expend  this  purse  of 
gold^  which  but  an  hour  since  he  bestowed  on  me,  in  masses  for 
his  soul.  QentlemeQ,  noble  friends,  and  now  my  equals.  La 
Ferette  has  lost  a  nobleman  and  gained  one.  Our  Lady  be 
gradoua  to  the  departed  knight.  Sir  Archibald  de  Hi^nbach, 
and  bless  and  prosper  the  progress  of  Stephen  [Francis] 
Steinemhens  von  Blutacker,  now  free  and  noble  of  right ! '  * 

Wiih  that  he  took  the  feather  out  of  the  cap  of  the  deceased, 
which,  soiled  with  the  blood  of  the  wearer,  lay  near  his  body 
upon  the  scaffold,  and,  putting  it  into  his  own  official  bonnet, 
received  the  homage  of  the  crowd  in  loud  huzzas,  which 
were  partly  in  earnest^  partly  in  ridicule  of  such  an  unusual 
transformation. 

Arnold  Biedeman  at  length  found  breath,  which  the  ex- 
tremity of  surprise  had  at  first  denied  him.  Indeed,  the  whole 
execution  had  passed  much  too  rapidly  for  the  possibility  of  his 
interference. 

*  See  PttbUo  Sxecationer.    Note  4. 


fiOO  WAVEBLET  NOVELS 

*  Who  has  dared  to  act  this  ttagedj  t '  he  said  indignantly ; 
*  and  by  what  right  has  it  taken  place  t ' 

A  cavalier,  richly  dressed  in  blue,  replied  to  the  question — 
'The  free  citizens  of  B&ie  have  acted  for  ihemselyes,  as  the 
fathers  of  Swiss  liberty  set  them  an  example ;  and  the  tyrant^ 
De  Hagenbaoh,  has  fallen  by  the  same  right  which  put  to 
death  the  tyrant  Geysler.  We  bore  with  hun  till  his  cup  was 
brimming  over,  and  then  we  bore  no  longer/ 

'  I  say  not  but  that  he  deserved  death,'  replied  the  Land- 
amman;  'but»  for  your  own  sake  and  for  ours,  you  should 
have  forborne  him  tOl  the  Duke's  pleasure  was  known.' 

*  What  tell  you  us  of  the  Duke  t '  answered  Laurens  Neip- 
perg,  the  same  blue  cavalier  whom  Arthur  had  seen  at  the 
secret  rendezvous  of  the  Bftlese  youth,  in  company  with 
Rudolph.  '  Why  talk  you  of  Burgundy  to  us,  who  are  none  of 
his  subjects)  The  Emperor,  our  only  rightful  lord,  had  no 
title  to  pawn  the  town  and  fortifications  of  La  Ferette,  being 
as  it  is  a  dependency  of  B&le,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  free  city. 
He  might  have  pledged  the  revenue  indeed;  and  supposing 
him  to  have  done  so,  the  debt  has  been  paid  twice  over  by 
the  exactions  levied  by  yonder  oppressor,  who  has  now  received 
his  dua  But  pass  on,  Landamman  of  Unterwalden.  If  our 
actions  displease  you,  abjure  them  at  the  footstool  of  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy ;  but»  in  doing  so,  abjure  the  memoiy  oi  William 
Tell  and  Staufboher,  of  Furst  and  Melchthal,  the  fath^s  of 
Swiss  freedom.' 

'Tou  speak  truth,'  said  the  Landamman;  'but  it  is  in  an 
ill-^hoeen  and  unhappy  time.  Patience  would  have  remedied 
your  evils,  which  none  felt  more  deeply,  or  would  have  re- 
dressed more  willingly,  than  I.  But  0,  imprudent  young 
man,  you  have  thrown  aside  the  modesty  of  your  age  and  the 
subjection  you  owe  to  your  elders.  William  Tell  and  his 
brethren  were  men  of  years  and  judgment,  husbands  and 
fathers,  having  a  right  to  be  heard  in  council  and  to  be  fore- 
most in  action.  ]^ough — I  leave  it  with  the  fathers  and 
senators  of  your  own  city  to  acknowledge  or  to  reprove  your 
actions.  But  you,  my  friends — ^you,  banneret  of  Berne— you, 
Rudolph — above  all,  you,  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  my  comrade 
and  my  friend,  why  did  you  not  take  this  miserable  man  under 
your  protection  t  The  action  would  have  shown  Burgundy 
that  we  were  slandered  by  those  who  have  declared  us  desirous 
of  seeking  a  quarrel  with  him,  or  of  inciting  his  subjects  to 
revolt.     Now,  all  these  prejudices  will  be  confirmed  in  the 
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minds  of  men  naturally  more  tenacious  of  evil  impressions 
than  of  those  which  are  favourable.' 

'As  I  live  hj  bread,  good  gossip  and  neighbour,'  answered 
Nicholas  Bonstetten,  '  I  ti^ought  to  obey  your  injunctions  to  a 
tittle;  so  much  so^  that  I  once  thought  of  breaking  in  and 
protecting  the  man,  when  Rudolph  Donneriiugel  reminded  me 
that  your  last  orders  were  to  stand  firm,  and  let  the  men  of 
B&le  answer  for  their  own  actions;  "and  surely,"  said  I  to 
myself,  "my  gossip  Arnold  knows  better  than  all  of  us  what  is 
fitting  to  be  done." ' 

'Ah,  Rudolph — ^Rudolph,'  said  the  TAndamman,  looking  on 
him  with  a  displeased  countenance,  'wert  thou  not  ashamed 
thus  to  deceive  an  old  man  t ' 

'  To  say  I  deceived  him  is  a  hard  charge ;  but  from  you, 
Landamman,'  answered  the  Bernese,  with  his  usual  deference, 
'  I  can  bear  anything.  I  will  only  say  that^  being  a  member 
of  this  embassy,  I  am  obliged  to  tlunk  and  to  give  my  opinion 
as  such,  especially  when  he  is  not  present  who  is  wise  enough 
to  lead  and  direct  us  all.' 

'Thy  words  are  always  fair,  Rudolph,'  replied  Arnold 
Biedennan,  'and  I  trust  so  is  thy  meaning.  Yet  there  are 
times  when  I  somewhat  doubt  it.  But  let  disputes  pass,  and 
let  me  have  your  advice^  my  friends;  and  for  that  purpose  go 
we  where  it  may  best  profit  us,  even  to  the  church,  where  we 
will  first  return  our  thiuaks  for  our  deliverance  from  assassina- 
tion, and  then  hold  counsel  what  next  is  to  be  done.' 

The  Landamman  led  the  way,  accordingly,  to  the  churcb 
of  St.  Paul's,  while  his  companions  and  associates  followed  in 
their  order.  This  gave  Rudolph,  who^  as  youngesti  suffered 
the  others  to  precede  him,  an  opportunity  to  beckon  to  him 
the  Landamman's  eldest  son,  Rudiger,  and  whisper  to  him  to 
get  rid  of  the  two  English  merchants. 

'Away  with  them,  my  dear  Rudiger,  by  fair  means  if  pos- 
sible ;  but  away  with  them  directly.  Thy  father  is  besotted 
with  these  two  English  pedlars,  and  will  listen  to  no  other 
counsel ;  and  thou  and  I  know,  dearest  Rudiger,  that  such  men 
as  these  are  unfit  to  give  laws  to  freebcnn  SwitEcrs.  Qet  the 
trumpery  they  have  been  robbed  of,  or  as  much  of  it  as  is 
extant^  together  as  fast  as  thou  canst,  and  send  them  artravelling 
in  Heaven's  name.' 

Rudiger  nodded  intelligently,  and  went  to  offer  his  services 
to  expedite  the  departure  of  the  elder  Philipson.  He  found 
the  sagacious  merchant  as  desirous  to  escape  from  the  scene 
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of  oonfuflioii  BOW  presented  in  the  town  as  the  young  Swiss 
coold  be  to  urge  hu  departure.  He  only  waited  to  recover  the 
casket  of  which  De  Hagenbach  had  possessed  himself,  and 
Rudiger  Biederman  set  on  foot  a  strict  search  after  it»  which 
was  Uie  more  likely  to  be  successful,  that  the  simplicity  of  the 
Swiss  prevented  them  from  setting  the  true  value  upon  its 
contents.  A  strict  and  hasty  search  was  immediately  insti- 
tuted, both  on  the  person  of  the  dead  De  Hagenbach,  on  which 
the  preoioua  packet  was  not  to  be  found,  and  on  all  who  had 
approached  bun  at  his  execution,  or  were  supposed  to  enjoy  his 
confidence. 

Young  Arthur  Philipson  would  gladly  have  availed  himself 
of  a  few  moments  to  bid  farewell  to  Axme  of  Geierstein.  But 
the  grey  wimple  was  no  longer  seen  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Switsers,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  think  that^  in  the  confusion 
which  followed  the  ezecutiixi  of  De  Hagenbach,  and  the  retreat 
of  the  leaders  of  the  little  battalion,  she  had  made  her  escape 
into  some  of  the  adjacent  houses,  while  the  soldiers  around  her, 
no  longer  restrained  by  the  presence  of  their  chiefs,  had  dis- 
persed, some  to  search  for  the  goods  of  which  the  Englishmen 
had  been  despoUed,  others  doubtless  to  mingle  with  and  join 
in  the  rejoicings  of  the  victorious  youths  of  B&le,  and  of  those 
burghers  of  La  Ferette  by  whom  the  fortifications  of  the  town 
had  been  so  gently  surrendered. 

The  cry  amongst  them  was  universal,  that  Brisach,  so  long 
considered  as  the  curb  of  the  Swiss  confederates,  and  the  barrier 
against  their  commerce,  should  henceforth  be  garrisoned  as 
their  protection  against  the  enoroaohments  and  exactions  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  and  his  officers.  The  whole  town  was  in  a 
wild  but  joyful  jubilee^  while  the  citizens  vied  with  each  other 
in  offering  to  the  Swiss  every*  species  €i  refreshment^  and  the 
youths  who  attended  upcm  the  mission  hurried  gaily  and  in 
triumph  to  profit  by  the  circumstances  which  had  so  unex- 
pectedly converted  the  ambuscade  so  treacherously  laid  for 
them  into  a  genial  and  joyous  reception. 

Anud  this  scene  of  confusion,  it  was  impossible  for  Arthur 
to  quit  his  father,  even  to  satisfy  the  feelings  which  induced 
him  to  wish  for  a  few  moments  at  his  own  disposal.  Sad, 
thoughtful,  and  sorrowful,  amid  the  general  joy,  he  remained 
with  the  parent  whom  he  had  so  much  reason  to  love  and 
honour,  to  assist  hun  in  securing  and  placing  on  their  mule 
the  various  packages  and  bales  which  the  honest  Switcers  had 
recovered  after  the  death  of  De  Hagenbach,  and  which  they 
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emulated  eaoh  other  in  bringing  to  their  rightful  owner;  while 
they  were  with  difficulty  prevailed  on  to  accept  the  guerdon 
which  the  Englishman,  frcnn  the  means  which  he  had  still  kit 
upon  his  person,  was  disposed  not  merely  to  oAr  but  to  lone 
upon  the  wntowri  d  his  fiiupeilj,  aadviadk,  in  their  rude  and 
■imple  laeai,  aecmod  gveatly  to  exceed  the  value  of  what  they 
had  recovered  for  him* 

This  scene  had  scarcely  lasted  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  when 
Budolph  Donnerhugel  approached  the  elder  Philipson,  and  in 
a  tone  of  great  courtesy  invited  him  to  join  the  council  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  embassy  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  who^  he  said,  were 
desirous  of  having  the  advantage  of  his  experience  upon  some 
important  questions  respecting  their  conduct  on  these  unex- 
pected occurrences. 

'See  to  our  affiurs,  Arthur,  and  stir  not  from  the  spot  on 
which  I  leave  you,'  said  Philipson  to  his  son.  '  Look  especially 
after  the  sealed  packet  of  which  I  waa  so  infamously  and  Olegally 
robbed :  its  recovexy  is  of  the  utmost  consequence.' 

So  speaking,  he  instantly  prepared  himself  to  attend  the 
Bernese,  who  in  a  confidential  manner  whispered,  as  he  went 
ann-in-«rm  with  him  towards  the  church  of  St.  Paul's — 

'  I  think  a  man  of  your  wisdom  will  scarce  advise  us  to 
trust  ourselves  to  the  mood  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  when 
he  has  received  such  an  injury  as  the  loss  of  this  fortress  and 
the  execution  of  his  officer.  You,  at  leasts  would  be  too  judi- 
cious to  afford  us  any  farther  the  advantage  of  your  company 
and  societv,  since  to  do  so  would  be  wilfully  to  engage  in  our 
shipwreck. 

'  I  will  give  my  best  advice,'  answered  Philipson,  '  when  I 
shall  be  more  particularly  acquainted  with  the  drcumstances 
under  which  it  is  asked  of  me.' 

Rudolph  muttered  an  oath,  or  angry  exclamation,  and  led 
Philipson  to  the  church  without  farther  argument. 

In  a  small  chapel  adjoining  to  the  church,  and  dedicated  to 
St.  Magnus  the  Martyr,  the  four  deputies  were  assembled  in 
dose  conclave  around  the  shrine  in  which  the  sainted  hero 
stood,  armed  as  when  he  lived.  The  priest  of  St  Paul's  was 
also  present^  and  seemed  to  interest  himself  deeply  in  the 
debate  which  was  taking  place.  When  Philipson  entered,  all 
were  for  a  moment  silent,  until  the  T4VpHA.mnfn^i  addressed  him 
thus — 'Siguier  PhUipson,  we  esteem  you  a  man  far  travelled, 
well  versed  in  the  manners  of  foreign  lands,  and  acquainted 
with  the  conditions  of  this  Duke  Charles  of  Burgundy — ^you 
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are  therefore  fit  to  adyiae  us  in  a  matter  of  great  weight.  You 
know  with  what  anxiety  we  go  on  this  mission  of  peaoe  with 
the  Duke ;  you  also  know  what  has  this  day  happened,  which 
may  probably  be  represented  to  Charles  in  the  worst  colours ; 
would  you  advise  us,  in  such  a  case,  to  proceed  to  the  Duke's 
presence,  with  the  odium  of  this  action  attached  to  us,  or 
should  we  do  better  to  return  home,  and  prepare  for  war  with 
Burgundyt' 

'  How  do  your  own  opinions  stand  on  the  subject  t '  said  the 
cautious  Englishman. 

'We  are  divided,'  answered  the  banneret  of  Berne.  'I 
have  borne  the  baxmer  of  Berne  against  her  foes  for  thirty 
years;  I  am  more  willing  to  carry  it  against  the  lances  of 
the  knights  of  Hainault  and  Lorraine  than  to  undergo  the 
rude  treatment  which  we  must  look  to  meet  at  the  footstool 
of  the  Duke.' 

'  We  put  our  heads  in  the  lion's  mouth  if  we  go  forward,' 
said  Zimmerman  of  Soleure;  'my  opinion  is,  that  we  draw 
back.' 

'I  would  not  advise  retreat,'  said  Rudolph  Donnerhugel, 
'  were  my  life  alone  concerned ;  but  the  Tjandamman  of  Unter- 
walden  is  the  father  of  the  United  Cantons,  and  it  would  be 
parricide  if  I  consented  to  put  his  life  in  peril.  My  advice 
is,  that  we  return,  and  that  the  Confederacy  stand  on  their 
defence.' 

'  My  opinion  is  different,'  said  Arnold  Biederman ;  '  nor  will 
I  forgive  any  man  who^  whether  in  sincere  or  feigned  friend- 
ship, places  my  poor  life  in  the  scale  with  the  advantage  of  the 
cantons.  If  we  go  forward,  we  risk  our  heads — ^be  it  so.  But 
if  we  turn  back,  we  involve  our  coimtiy  in  war  with  a  power 
of  the  first  magnitude  in  Europe.  Worthy  citizens  I  you  are 
brave  in  fight,  show  your  fortitude  as  boldly  now ;  and  let  us 
not  hesitate  to  incur  such  perscnal  danger  as  may  attend  omv 
selves,  if  by  doing  so  we  can  gain  a  (£ance  of  peaoe  for  our 
country.* 

'  I  think  and  vote  with  my  neighbour  and  gossip,  Arnold 
Kederman,'  said  the  laconic  deputy  from  Schwytz. 

'  You  hear  how  we  are  divided  in  opinion,'  said  the  Land- 
amman  to  Philipaon.     '  What  is  your  opinion  t ' 

'  I  would  first  ask  of  you,'  said  the  Englishman,  '  what  has 
been  your  part  in  this  storming  of  a  town  occupied  by  the 
Duke's  forces,  and  putting  to  death  his  governor  t' 

'  So  help  me.  Heaven ! '  said  the  Landamman,  '  as  I  knew 
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not  of  any  piupoee  of  storming  the  town  until  it  unexpectedly 
took  place.' 

^And  for  the  execution  of  De  Hagenbach,'  said  the  black 
priest)  'I  swear  to  you,  stranger,  by  my  holy  order,  that  it 
took  place  under  the  direction  of  a  competent  court,  whose 
sentence  Charles  of  Burgundy  himself  is  bound  to  respect,  and 
whose  proceedings  the  deputies  of  the  Swiss  mission  could 
neither  have  advanced  nor  retarded/ 

'  If  such  be  the  case,  and  if  you  can  really  proTC  yourselYes 
free  of  these  proceedings,'  answered  Philipson,  ^  which  must 
needs  be  highly  resented  by  the  Duke  of  Buigundy,  I  would 
adyise  you  by  all  means  to  proceed  upon  your  journey,  with 
the  certainty  that  you  will  obtlEiin  from  that  prince  a  just  an^ 
impartial  hearing,  and  it  may  be  a  favourable  answer.  I  know 
Charles  of  Burgundy — ^I  may  even  say  that»  our  different  ranks' 
and  walks  of  life  considered,  I  know  him  well.  He  will  be 
deeply  incensed  by  the  first  tidings  of  what  has  here  chanced, 
which  he  will  no  doubt  interpret  to  your  disfavour.  But  if,  in 
the  course  of  investigation,  you  are  able  to  dear  yourselves  of 
these  foul  imputations,  a  sense  of  his  own  injustice  may  perhaps 
turn  the  balance  in  your  favour,  and  in  that  case  he  will  rush 
from  the  excess  of  censure  into  that  of  indulgence.  But  your 
cause  must  be  firmly  stated  to  the  Duke  by  some  tongue  better 
acquainted  with  the  language  of  courts  than  yours ;  and  such 
a  friendly  interpreter  might  I  have  proved  to  you,  had  I  not 
been  plundered  of  the  valuable  packet  which  I  bore  with  me  in 
order  to  present  to  the  Duke,  and  in  testimony  of  my  commis- 
sion to  hun.' 

'A  paltry  fetch,'  whispered  Donnerhugel  to  the  banneret^ 
'  that  the  trader  may  obtain  from  us  satisfaction  for  the  goods 
of  which  he  has  been  plundered.' 

The  Tjandamman  himself  was  perhaps  for  a  moment  of  the 
same  opinion. 

'  Merohanti'  he  said,  'we  hold  ourselves  bound  to  make  good 
to  you — ^that  is,  if  oar  substance  can  effect  it — whatever  loss 
you  may  have  sustained,  trusting  to  our  protection.' 

*Ay,  that  we  will,'  said  the  old  man  of  Schwyts,  'should  it 
cost  us  twenty  secchins  to  make  it  good.' 

*  To  your  guarantee  of  immunity  I  can  have  no  daim,'  said 
Philipson,  'seeing  I  parted  company  with  you  before  I  sus- 
tained any  loss.  And  I  regret  the  loss  not  so  much  for  its 
value,  although  that  is  greater  than  you  may  fancy,  but  chiefly 
because  that^  the  contents  of  the  casket  I  bore  being  a  token 
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betwixt  a  person  of  considerable  importance  and  the  Duke  of 
Bui^nd J,  I  shall  not^  I  fear,  now  that  I  am  deprived  of  them, 
receive  from  his  Grace  that  credence  which  I  desire,  both  for 
my  own  sake  and  youm.  Without  them,  and  speaking  only  in 
the  person  of  a  private  traveller,  I  may  not  take  upon  me  as  I 
might  have  done,  when  using  the  names  of  the  persons  whose 
mandates  I  carried.' 

<This  important  packet^'  said  the  TAndamman,  'shall  be 
most  rigorously  sought  for,  and  carefully  redelivered  to  thee. 
For  ouraelves,  not  a  Swiss  of  us  knows  the  value  of  its  con- 
tents ;  so  that^  if  they  are  in  the  hands  of  any  of  our  men,  they 
will  be  returned,  of  course,  as  baubles,  upon  which  they  set  no 
value.' 

As  he  spoke,  there  was  a  knocking  at  the  door  of  the 
chapel.  Rudolph,  who  stood  nearest  to  it»  having  held  some 
communication  with  those  without^  observed,  with  a  smile, 
which  he  instantly  repressed,  lest  it  had  given  offence  to 
Arnold  Biederman — <It  is  Sigismund,  the  good  youth.  Shall 
I  admit  him  to  our  councUt' 

'To  what  purpose,  poor  simple  ladt'  said  his  father,  with  a 
sorrowful  smile. 

'Tet  let  me  undo  the  door,'  said  Philipson ;  'he  is  amdous 
to  enter,  and  periiaps  he  brings  news.  I  have  observed,  Land- 
amman,  that  the  young  man,  though  with  slowness  ol  ideas 
and  expression,  is  strong  in  his  principles,  and  sometimes  happy 
in  his  conceptions.' 

He  admitted  Sigismund  accordingly;  while  Arnold  Bieder- 
man felt^  on  the  one  hand,  the  soothing  compliment  which 
Philipson  had  paid  to  a  boy  certainly  the  dullest  of  his  fiimily, 
and,  on  the  other,  feared  some  public  display  of  his  son's  in- 
firmity, or  lack  of  understanding.  Sigismund,  however,  seemed 
all  confidence ;  and  he  certainly  had  reason  to  be  so^  since^  as 
the  shortest  mode  of  explanation,  he  presented  to  Philipson  the 
necklace  of  diamonds,  with  the  casket  in  which  it  had  been 
deposited. 

'This  pretty  thing  is  yours,'  he  said.  'I  understand  so 
much  from  your  son  Arthur,  who  tells  me  you  will  be  glad  to 
have  it  again.' 

'Most  cordially  do  I  thank  you,'  said  the  merchant.  'The 
necklace  is  certainly  mine — that  is,  the  packet  of  which  it 
formed  the  contents  was  under  my  charge ;  and  it  is  at  this 
moment  of  greater  additional  value  to  me  than  even  its  actual 
worth,  since  it  serves  as  my  pledge  and  token  for  the  peiformr 
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anoe  of  an  important  miasion.  And  how,  my  young  friond/  he 
continued,  addresaing  Sigiamund,  '  have  vou  been  bo  fortunate 
as  to  recover  what  we  have  sought  for  hitherto  in  vain  t  Let 
me  return  my  best  aoknowledgments ;  and  do  not  think  me 
overHmrious  if  I  ask  how  it  reached  you  t ' 

'For  that  matter/  said  Sigismund,  'the  stoiy  is  soon  told. 
I  had  planted  myself  as  near  the  scaflfold  as  I  could,  having 
never  beheld  an  execution  before;  and  I  observed  the  execu- 
tioner, who^  I  thought^  did  his  duty  very  cleverly,  just  in  the 
moment  that  he  spread  a  doth  over  the  body  of  De  Hagenbach, 
snatch  something  from  the  dead  man's  boiaom,  and  huddle  it 
hastily  into  his  own ;  so,  when  the  rumour  arose  that  an  article 
of  value  was  amissing,  I  hurried  in  quest  of  the  fellow.  I  found 
he  had  bespoke  masses  to  the  extent  of  a  hundred  crowns  at 
the  high  altar  of  St.  Paul's;  and  I  traced  him  to  the  tavern  of 
the  village,  where  some  ill-looking  men  were  joyously  drinking 
to  him  as  a  free  dtisen  and  a  noblenuuL  So  I  stepped  in 
amongst  them  with  my  partisan,  and  demanded  of  his  lordship 
either  to  surrender  to  me  what  he  had  thus  possessed  himself 
of  or  to  try  the  weight  of  the  weapon  I  carried.  His  lordship, 
my  Lord  Hangman^  hesitated,  and  was  about  to  make  a  brawL 
But  I  was  something  peremptory,  and  so  he  judged  it  best  to 
give  me  the  pucel,  which  I  trust  you,  Signior  Philipson,  will 
find  safe  and  entire  as  it  was  taken  from  you.  And — and — ^I 
left  them  to  conclude  their  festivities — and  that  is  the  whole  of 
the  story.' 

'  Thou  art  a  brave  lad,'  said  Philipson ;  'and  with  a  heart 
always  rights  the  head  can  seldom  be  far  wrong.  But  the 
church  shall  not  lose  its  dues,  and  I  take  it  on  myself,  ere  I 
leave  La  Ferette,  to  pay  for  ihe  masses  which  the  man  had 
ordered  for  the  sake  of  De  Hagenbach's  soul,  snatched  from  the 
world  so  unexpectedly.' 

Sigismund  was  about  to  reply;  but  Philipson,  fearing  he 
might  bring  out  some  foolery  to  diminish  the  sense  which  his 
fatibier  had  so  joyously  entertained  of  his  late  conducti  imme- 
diately added,  'Hie  away,  my  good  youth,  and  give  to  my  son 
Arthur  this  predous  casket.' 

With  simple  exultation  at  receiving  applause  to  which  he 
was  little  accustomed,  Sigismund  took  his  leave,  and  the  council 
were  once  more  left  to  their  own  privacy. 

There  was  a  moment's  sOence;  for  the  liindamman  could 
not  overcome  the  feeling  of  exquisite  pleasure  at  the  sagacity 
which  poor  Sigismund,  whose  general  conduct  wanant^  no 
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such  expectatioiiB,  had  displayed  on  the  present  occasion.  It 
was  no^  however,  a  feeling  to  which  circumstances  permitted 
him  to  giye  vent^  and  he  reserved  it  for  his  own  secret  enjoy- 
ment^ as  a  solace  to  the  anxiety  which  he  had  hitherto  enter- 
tained concerning  the  limited  intellect  of  this  simple-minded 
young  man.  When  he  spoke,  it  was  to  Philipson,  with  the 
usual  candour  and  manliness  of  his  character. 

'  Signior  Philipson/  he  said,  *  we  will  hold  you  bound  by  no 
offer  which  you  made  while  these  glittering  matters  were  out 
of  your  possession;  because  a  man  may  often  think  that^  if  he 
were  in  such  and  such  a  situation,  he  would  be  able  to  achieve 
certain  ends,  which,  that  position  being  attained,  he  may  find 
himself  unable  to  accomplish.  But  I  now  ask  you  whether, 
having  thus  fortunately  and  unexpectedly  regained  possession 
of  what  you  say  will  give  you  certain  credence  with  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  you  conceive  yourself  entitled  to  mediate  with 
him  on  our  behalf,  as  you  formerly  proposed  7 ' 

All  bent  forward  to  hear  the  merchant's  answer. 

'Landamman,'  he  replied,  'I  never  spoke  the  word  in  diffi- 
culty which  I  was  not  ready  to  redeem  when  that  difficulty 
was  removed.  Tou  say,  and  I  believe,  that  you  had  no  concern 
with  this  storming  of  La  Ferette.  You  say  also^  that  the  life 
of  De  Hagenbaoh  was  taken  by  a  judicature  over  which  you 
had  no  control,  and  exercised  none.  Let  a  protocol  be  drawn  up, 
averting  these  droumstances,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  proving 
them.  Entrust  it  to  me — under  seal  if  you  will — and  if  such 
points  be  established,  I  will  pledge  my  word  as  a — as  a — 
as  an  honest  man  and  a  true-bom  Englishman,  that  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy  will  neither  detain  nor  ofier  you  any  personal 
injury.  I  also  hope  to  show  to  Charles  strong  and  weighty 
reasons  why  a  league  of  friendship  betwixt  Burgundy  and  the 
United  Cantons  of  Helvetia  is,  on  his  Grace's  part^  a  wise  and 
generous  measure.  But  it  is  possible  I  may  fail  in  this  last 
point;  and  if  I  do^  I  shall  deeply  grieve  for  it.  In  warranting 
your  safe  passage  to  the  Duke's  courts  and  your  safe  return 
from  it  to  your  own  country,  I  think  I  cannot  fail.  If  I  do^  my 
own  life,  and  that  of  my  beloved  and  only  child,  shall  pay  the 
ransom  for  my  excess  of  confidence  in  the  Duke's  justice  and 
honour.' 

The  other  deputies  stood  silent  and  looked  on  the  Land- 
amman,  but  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  spoke. 

'Are  we  then  to  trust  our  own  lives,  and,  what  is  still 
dearer  to  us,  that  of  our  honoured  associate,  Arnold  Biederman, 
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on  the  simple  word  of  a  foreign  tnMlerY  We  all  know  the 
temper  of  uie  Duke,  and  how  vindictiYely  and  relentlessly  he 
has  ever  felt  towards  our  oountiy  and  its  interests.  Methinks 
this  English  merchant  should  express  the  nature  of  his  interest 
at  the  court  of  Burgundy  more  plainly,  if  he  expects  us  to  place 
such  implicit  reliance  in  it.' 

'  That>  Siguier  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,'  replied  the  merchant, 
'  I  find  myself  not  at  liberty  to  do.  I  pry  not  into  your  secrets, 
whether  tibey  belong  to  you  as  a  body  or  as  indiyiduals.  My 
own  are  sacred.  If  I  consulted  my  own  safely  merely,  I  should 
act  most  wisely  to  part  company  with  you  here.  But  the  object 
of  your  mission  is  peace ;  and  your  sudden  return,  after  what 
has  chanced  at  La  Ferette,  will  make  war  incTitable.  I  think 
I  can  assure  you  of  a  safe  and  free  audience  from  the  Duke, 
and  I  am  willing,  for  the  chance  of  securing  the  peace  of 
Christendom,  to  encounter  any  personal  peril  which  may  attach 
to  myself.' 

'Say  no  more,  worthy  Philipson,'  said  the  Landamman; 
'thy  good  &ith  is  undoubted  on  our  part,  and  ill  luck  is  his 
who  cannot  read  it  written  on  thy  manly  forehead.  We  go 
forward,  then,  prepared  to  risk  our  own  safety  at  the  hand  of 
a  despotic  prince,  rather  than  leave  undischai^ged  the  mission 
which  oxM  countiy  has  entrusted  us  with.  He  is  but  half  a 
brave  man  who  will  risk  his  life  only  in  the  field  of  battle. 
There  are  other  dangers  to  front  which  is  equally  honourable ; 
and  since  the  weal  of  Switzerland  demands  that  we  should 
encounter  them,  not  one  of  us  will  hesitate  to  take  the  risk.' 

The  other  members  of  the  mission  bowed  in  assent,  and  the 
conclave  broke  up  to  prepare  for  their  farther  entrance  into 
Burgundy. 
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CHAPTER  XVII 

Upon  the  moiuitain*8  heathery  aide, 

The  day's  last  luetre  shone, 
And  rioh  with  many  a  radiant  hue, 

Qleam'd  gaily  on  the  Rhone. 

SOUTESY. 

Ths  English  merohant  was  now  much  consulted  by  the  Swiss 
oommissioners  in  all  their  motions.  He  exhorted  them  to  pro- 
ceed with  all  despatch  on  their  journey,  so  as  to  cany  to  the 
Duke  their  own  account  of  the  a£&ir  of  Brisach,  and  thus  antici- 
pate all  rumours  less  favourable  to  their  conduct  on  the  occasion. 
For  this  purpose  Philipson  recommended  that  the  deputies,  dia- 
missing  their  escort,  whose  arms  and  numbers  might  give  um- 
brage and  suspicion,  while  they  were  too  few  for  defence,  should 
themselves  proceed  by  rapid  journeys  on  horseback  towards 
Dijon,  or  wherever  the  Duke  might  chance  to  be  for  the  time. 
This  proposal  was,  however,  formally  resisted  by  the  very 
person  who  had  hitherto  been  the  most  ductile  of  the  party, 
and  the  willing  echo  of  the  Landamman's  pleasure.  On  the 
present  occasion,  notwithstanding  that  Arnold  Biederman  de- 
clared the  advice  of  Philipson  excellent^  Nicholas  Bonstetten 
stood  in  absolute  and  insurmountable  opposition;  because, 
having  hitherto  trusted  to  his  own  limbs  for  transporting  him- 
self to  and  fro  on  all  occasions,  he  could  by  no  means  be 
persuaded  to  commit  himself  to  the  discretion  of  a  horse.  As 
he  was  found  obstinately  positive  on  this  subject^  it  was  finally 
determined  that  the  two  Englishmen  should  press  forward  on 
their  journey  with  such  speed  as  they  mighty  and  that  the 
elder  of  them  should  make  the  Duke  acquainted  with  so  much 
as  to  the  capture  of  La  Ferette  as  he  had  himself  witnessed  of 
the  matter.  The  particulars  which  had  attended  the  death  of 
De  Hagenbach,  the  Landamman  assured  him,  would  be  sent  to 
the  DiUlc  by  a  person  of  confidence,  whose  attestation  on  the 
subject  could  not  be  doubted. 
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This  oourae  was  adopted,  as  Philipaon  expressed  his  oonfi- 
dence  of  getting  an  early  and  priyate  audience  with  his  Grace  of 
Burgundy. 

'  My  best  intercession^'  he  said,  *  you  have  a  good  right  to 
reckon  upon ;  and  no  one  can  bear  more  direct  testimony  than 
I  can  to  the  ungovernable  cruelty  and  rapacity  of  De  Hagen- 
bach,  of  which  I  had  so  nearly  been  the  victim.  But  of  his 
trial  and  execution  I  neither  know  nor  can  tell  anything ;  and 
as  Duke  Charles  is  sure  to  demand  why  execution  was  done 
upon  his  officer  without  an  appeal  to  his  own  tribunal,  it  will 
be  well  that  you  either  provide  me  with  such  facts  as  you  have 
to  state,  or  send  forwanl,  at  least,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the 
evidence  which  you  have  to  lay  before  him  on  that  most 
weighty  branch  of  the  subject.' 

The  proposal  of  the  merchant  created  some  visible  embar- 
rassment on  the  countenance  of  the  Swiss,  and  it  was  with 
obvious  hesitation  that  Arnold  Biederman,  having  led  him  aside, 
addressed  him  in  a  whisper — 

'  My  good  friend,'  he  said,  '  mysteries  are  in  general  like  the 
hateful  mists  which  disfigure  the  noblest  features  of  nature; 
yet»  like  mists,  they  will  sometimes  intervene  when  we  most 
desire  their  absence,  when  we  most  desire  to  be  plain  and 
explicit.  The  manner  of  De  Hagenbach's  death  you  saw ;  we 
will  take  care  that  the  Duke  is  informed  of  the  authority  by 
which  it  was  inflicted.  This  is  all  that  I  can  at  present  tell 
you  on  the  subject ;  and  let  me  add,  that  the  leas  you  speak 
of  it  with  anv  one,  you  will  be  the  more  likely  to  escape 
inconvenience. 

'  Worthy  Landamman,'  said  the  Englishman,  *  I  also  am  by 
nature,  and  from  the  habits  of  my  country,  a  hater  of  mysteries. 
Yet,  such  is  my  firm  confidence  in  your  truth  and  honour,  that 
you  shall  be  my  guide  in  these  dark  and  secret  transactions, 
even  as  amongst  tiie  mists  and  precipices  of  your  native  land, 
and  I  rest  contented  in  either  case  to  pUce  tmlimited  confidence 
iu  your  sagacity.  Let  me  only  recommend  that  your  explana- 
tion witK  Charles  be  instant,  as  well  as  dear  and  candid.  Such 
being  the  case,  I  trust  my  poor  interest  with  the  Duke  may  be 
reckoned  for  something  in  your  favour.  Here,  then,  we  part, 
but,  as  I  trust,  soon  to  meet  again.' 

The  elder  Philipson  now  rejoined  his  son,  whom  he  directed 
to  hire  horsecf,  together  with  a  guide,  to  conduct  them  with  all 
speed  to  the  presence  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  By  various 
inquiries  in  the  town,  and  especially  among  the  soldiers  of  the 
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Blain  De  HBgenbaoh«  they  at  length  learned  that  Chaiies  had 
been  of  late  occupied  in  taking  poesession  of  Lorraine,  and, 
being  now  suspicious  of  unfriendly  dispositions  on  the  part  of 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  as  well  as  of  Sigismund  Duke  of 
Austria,  had  drawn  a  considerable  part  of  his  army  together 
near  Strasburg,  in  order  to  be  prepared  against  any  attempt  of 
these  princes,  or  of  the  Free  Imperial  Cities,  which  might 
interfere  with  his  course  of  conquest.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy 
at  this  period  well  deserved  his  peculiar  epithet  of  the  Bold, 
since,  surrounded  by  enemies,  like  one  of  the  nobler  animals  of 
the  chase,  he  yet  astounded,  by  his  stem  and  daring  coimte- 
nance,  not  only  the  princes  and  states  we  have  mentioned,  but 
even  the  King  of  Fiance,  equally  powerful,  and  far  more  politic 
than  himself. 

To  his  camp,  therefore,  the  English  traTeUers  bent  their 
way,  each  full  of  such  deep  and  m^ancholy  reflection  as,  per- 
haps, prevented  his  bestowing  much  attention  on  the  other's 
state  of  mind.  They  rode  as  men  deeply  immersed  in  their 
own  thoughts,  and  with  less  intercourse  than  had  been  usual 
betwixt  them  on  their  former  journeys.  The  nobleness  of  the 
elder  Philipson's  nature,  and  his  rei^pect  for  the  Landamman's 
probity,  joined  with  gratitude  for  his  hospitality,  had  prevented 
him  from  separating  his  cause  from  that  of  the  Swiss  deputies, 
nor  did  he  now  repent  his  generosity  in  adhering  to  them. 
But  when  he  recollected  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  per- 
sonal affiiim  which  he  himself  had  to  despatch  with  a  proud, 
imperious,  and  irritable  prince,  he  could  not  but  regret  the 
circumstances  which  had  involved  his  own  particular  mission, 
of  so  much  consequence  to  himself  and  his  friends,  with  that  of 
persons  likely  to  be  so  highly  obnoxious  to  the  Duke  as  Arnold 
Biederman  and  his  companions ;  and,  however  grateful  for  the 
hospitality  of  Geierstein,  he  regretted,  nevertheless,  the  circum- 
stances which  had  obliged  him  to  accept  of  it. 

The  thoughts  of  Arthur  were  no  less  anxious.  He  found 
himself  anew  separated  from  the  object  to  which  his  thoughts 
were,  almost  against  his  own  will,  constantly  returning.  And 
this  second  separation  had  taken  place  after  he  had  incurred  an 
additional  load  of  gratitude,  and  found  new,  as  well  as  mors 
mysterious,  food  for  his  ardent  imagination.  How  was  he  to 
reconcile  the  character  and  attributes  of  Anne  of  Geierstein, 
whom  he  had  known  so  gentle,  candid,  pure,  and  simple,  with 
those  of  the  [grandjdaughter  of  a  sage  and  of  an  elementary 
spirit,  to  whom  night  was  as  day,  and  an  impervious  dungeon 
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the  same  as  the  open  portioo  of  a  temple)  Coold  they  be 
identified  as  the  same  beingt  or,  while  strictly  alike  in  uiape 
and  lineament^  was  the  one  a  tenant  of  the  earth,  the  other  only 
a  phantom,  permitted  to  show  itself  among  those  of  a  nature 
in  which  she  did  not  partake  Y  Above  all,  must  he  never  see 
her  more,  or  receive  from  her  own  lips  an  explanation  of  the 
mysteries  which  were  so  awfully  entwined  with  his  recollections 
of  hert  Such  were  the  questions  which  occupied  the  mind  of 
the  younger  traveller,  and  prevented  him  from  interrupting,  or 
even  observing^  the  reverie  in  which  his  father  was  plunged. 

Had  either  of  the  travellers  been  disposed  to  derive  amuse- 
ment fnim  the  country  through  whion  their  road  lay,  the 
vicinil^  of  the  Rhine  was  well  qualified  to  afibrd  it.  The 
ground  on  the  left  bank  of  that  noble  river  is  indeed  rather 
flat  and  tame ;  and  the  mountains  of  Alsace^  a  ridge  of  which 
sweeps  along  ita  course^  do  not  approach  so  near  as  greatly  to 
vary  the  level  surface  of  the  valley  which  divides  them  from 
its  shores.  But  the  broad  stream  itself,  hurrying  forward  with 
diny  rapidity,  and  rushing  around  the  islets  by  which  its 
oouise  is  interrupted,  is  one  of  the  most  majestic  spectacles  in 
nature.  The  right  bank  is  dignified  at  once  and  adorned  by 
the  numerous  eminences^  covered  with  wood  and  interspersed 
with  valleys,  which  constitute  the  district  so  well  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Black  Forest,  to  which  superstition  attached 
so  many  terrors  and  credulity  such  a  variety  of  legends. 
Terrors,  indeed,  it  had  of  a  reel  and  existing  character.  The 
old  castles,  seen  from  time  to  time  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
itself,  or  on  the  ravines  and  large  brooks  which  flow  into  it^ 
were  then  no  picturesque  ruins,  rendered  interesting  by  the 
stories  which  were  told  about  their  former  inhabitants,  but 
constituted  the  real  and  apparently  impregnable  strongholds 
of  that  xobber^shivalry  whom  we  have  abready  frequently  men- 
tioned, and  of  whom,  since  Goethe^  an  author  bom  to  arouse 
the  slumbering  &me  of  his  country,  has  dramatised  the  story 
of  GoetB  of  Berlichingen,*  we  have  had  so  many  spiritstirring 
tales.  The  danger  att^ing  the  vicinity  of  these  fortresses 
was  only  known  on  the  right  or  German  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
for  the  breadth  and  depth  of  that  noble  stream  e£fectually 
prevented  any  foray  ol  their  inhabitants  from  reaching  Alsace. 
The  former  was  in  posooAiion  of  the  cities  or  free  towns  of  the 
Empire,  and  thus  Uie  feudal  tyranny  of  the  German  lords  was 

*  Tills  dFuia,  hj  Go«th6,  mm  tnuiatotad  by  Sir  Walter  Soott,  and  vm  one  of  Ua 
nrilflft  pabttoftttont  (Lalmg), 
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chiefly  exerted  at  the  ezpeofle  of  their  own  oountiTmeii,  who^ 
irritated  and  exhausted  with  their  rapine  and  oppreeedony  were 
compelled  to  erect  baniem  against  it>  of  a  nature  as  interesting 
and  extraordinary  as  were  the  wrongs  from  which  they  en- 
deavoured to  protect  themseiyes. 

But  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  over  great  part  of  which 
Charles  of  Burgundy  exerdsed  his  authority,  under  various 
charaotersy  was  under  the  regular  protection  of  the  ordinazy 
magistrates,  who  were  supported  in  the  dischaige  of  their  duty 
by  large  bands  of  mercenary  soldiers.  These  were  maintained 
by  Charles  out  of  his  private  revenue,  he,  as  well  as  his  rival 
Louis,  and  other  princes  of  the  period,  having  discovered  that 
the  feudal  system  gave  an  inconvenient  degree  of  independence 
to  their  vassals,  and  thinking,  of  course,  that  it  was  better  to 
substitute  in  its  place  a  standing  army,  consisting  of  Free 
Companies,  or  soldiers  by  profession.  Italy  furnished  most  of 
these  bands,  which  composed  the  strength  of  Charles's  army, 
at  least  the  part  of  it  in  which  he  most  trusted. 

Our  travellers,  therefore,  pursued  their  way  by  the  banks 
of  the  river,  in  as  great  a  degree  of  security  as  could  well  be 
enjoyed  in  that  violent  and  distracted  time,  untQ  at  length 
the  father,  after  having  eyed  for  some  time  the  person  whom 
Arthur  had  hired  to  be  their  guide,  suddenly  asked  of  his  son 
who  or  what  the  man  was.  Arthur  replied,  that  he  had  been 
too  eager  to  get  a  person  who  knew  the  road,  and  was  willing 
to  show  it^  to  be  very  particular  in  inquiring  into  his  station 
or  occupation ;  but  that  he  thought,  from  the  man's  appear- 
ance, he  must  be  one  of  those  itinerant  ecclesiastics  who  travel 
through  the  country  with  relics,  paxdons,  and  other  religious 
trinkets,  and  were  in  general  but  slightly  respected,  excepting 
by  the  lower  orders,  on  whom  these  venders  of  superstitious 
wares  were  often  accused  of  practising  gross  deceptions. 

The  man's  appearance  was  rather  that  of  a  lay  devotee^  or 
palmer,  bound  on  his  pilgrimage  to  difierent  shrines,  than  of  a 
mendicant  friar  or  questionary.  He  wore  the  hat^  scrip,  staff, 
and  coarse  dalmatic,  somewhat  like  the  military  cloak  of  the 
modem  hussar,  which  were  used  by  such  persons  on  their 
religious  peregrinations.  St.  Peter's  keys,  rudely  shaped  out 
of  some  scarlet  rag  of  doth,  appeared  on  the  back  of  his 
mantle,  placed,  as  heralds  say,  saltire  wise.  This  devotee 
seemed  a  man  of  fifty  and  upwards,  well  made,  and  stout  for 
his  age,  with  a  cast  of  countenance  which,  though  not  positively 
iiglyf  was  far  from  being  well  favoured.    There  was  shrewdness 
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and  an  alert  expreeaioii  in  his  eye  and  actiooSy  vhidh  made  some 
occasional  contrast  with  the  sanctimonious  demeanour  of  the 
character  he  now  bore.  This  difference  betwixt  his  dress  and 
physiognomy  was  by  no  means  uncommon  among  persons  of 
his  description,  many  of  whom  embraced  this  mode  of  life 
rather  to  indidge  rowing  and  idle  habits  than  from  any  reli- 
gious call. 

'  Who  art  thou,  good  fellow r  said  the  elder  Philipson;  'and 
by  what  name  am  I  to  call  thee  while  we  are  f  ellow-travdlers  Y ' 

'Bartholomew,  sir,'  said  the  man — 'Brother  Bartholomew 
— ^I  might  say  Bartholomseus,  but  it  does  not  become  a  poor 
lay  br^er  uke  me  to  aspire  to  the  honour  of  a  learned 
termination.' 

'And  whither  does  thy  journey  tend,  good  Brother  Bar- 
tholomew T 

'  In  whichever  direction  your  worship  chooses  to  travel,  and 
to  require  my  services  as  guide,'  answered  the  palmer;  'alwavs 
premismg  you  aQow  me  leisure  for  my  devotions  at  such  holy 
stations  m  we  pass  on  our  route.' 

'  T\0^  is,  thine  own  journey  hath  no  professed  or  pressing 
object  or  endf '  said  the  Englishman. 

'None,  as  your  worship  says,  peculiar,'  said  the  itinerant; 
'or  I  might  rather  say,  that  my  journey,  good  sir,  embraces  so 
many  objects,  that  it  is  matter  of  indifference  to  me  which  of 
them  I  accomplish  first  My  vow  binds  me  for  four  years  to 
travel  from  one  shrine,  or  holy  pUce,  to  another;  but  I  am 
not  directly  tied  to  visit  them  by  any  precise  rule  of  rotation.' 

"That  is  to  sav,  thy  vow  of  pilgrimage  does  not  prevent 
thee  from  hiring  thyself  to  wait  upon  travellers  as  their  guide,' 
replied  Philipson. 

'If  I  can  unite  the  devotion  I  owe  to  the  blessed  saints 
whose  shrines  I  visit  with  a  service  rendered  to  a  wandering 
fellow-creature  who  desires  to  be  directed  upon  his  journey,  I 
do  muntain,'  replied  Bartholomew,  '  that  the  objects  are  easily 
to  be  reconciled  to  each  other.' 

'  Especially  as  a  little  worldly  profit  may  tend  to  cement  the 
two  duties  together,  if  otherwise  incompatible,'  said  Philipson. 

^t  pleases  your  honour  to  say  so^'  replied  the  pilgrim ;  '  but 
yon  yourself  may,  if  you  will,  derive  from  my  good  company 
something  more  than  the  mere  knowledge  of  the  road  in  which 
you  propose  to  travel.  I  can  make  your  journey  more  edifjing 
by  legends  of  the  blessed  saints  whose  holy  relics  I  have  visited, 
and  pleasing,  by  the  story  of  the  wonderful  things  which  I  have 
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Been  and  heard  in  my  travels.  I  can  inmait  to  yon  an  oppor- 
tunity of  providing  yourself  with  his  Holiness's  pardon,  not 
only  for  the  sins  which  you  have  oommitted,  but  also  granting 
you  indulgence  for  future  errors.' 

<  These  things  are  highly  available,  doubtless,'  replied  the 
merchant;  <but»  good  Bartholomew,  when  I  desire  to  speak  of 
them,  I  apply  to  my  father  confessor,  to  whom  I  have  been 
uniformly  regular  in  committing  the  charge  of  my  conscience, 
and  who  must  be,  therefore,  wdl  acquainted  with  my  state  of 
mind,  and  best  accustomed  to  prescribe  what  its  case  may 
require.' 

'Nevertheless,'  said  Bartholomew,  'I  trust  yomr  worship  is 
too  religious  a  man,  and  too  sound  a  Catholic,  to  pass  any 
hallowed  station  without  endeavouring  to  obtain  some  share  of 
the  benefits  which  it  is  the  means  of  dispensing  to  those  who 
are  ready  and  willing  to  deserve  them ;  more  especially  as  all 
men,  of  whatever  trade  and  degree,  hold  respect  to  the  holy 
saint  who  patroniseth  his  own  mystery ;  so  I  hope  you,  being 
a  merchant  will  not  pass  the  chapel  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Ferry 
without  maJdng  some  fitting  orison.' 

*  Friend  Bartholomew,'  said  Philipson,  *  I  have  not  heard  of 
the  shrine  which  you  recommend  to  me ;  and,  as  my  buoiness 
is  pressing,  it  were  better  worth  my  while  to  make  a  pilgrimage 
hiUier  on  purpose  to  make  mine  homage  at  a  fitter  season  than 
to  delay  my  journey  at  present.  This,  God  willing,  I  will  not 
fail  to  do,  so  that  I  may  be  held  excused  for  delaying  my  rever- 
ence till  I  can  pay  it  more  respectfully,  and  at  greater  leisure.' 

'May  it  please  you  not  to  be  wroth,'  said  the  guide,  'if  I 
say  that  your  behaviour  in  this  matter  is  like  that  of  a  fool, 
who,  finding  a  treasure  by  the  roadside,  omits  to  put  it  in  his 
bosom  and  carry  it  along  with  him,  proposing  to  return  from 
a  distance  on  a  future  day,  of  express  purpose  to  fetch  it.' 

Philipson,  something  astonished  at  the  man's  pertinacity, 
was  about  to  answer  hastily  and  angrily,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  arrival  of  three  strangers,  who  rode  hastily  up  from  behind 
them. 

The  foremost  of  these  was  a  young  female,  most  elegantly 
attired,  and  mounted  upon  a  Spanish  jennet,  which  she  reined 
with  singular  grace  and  dextcnity.  She  wore  on  her  right 
hand  such  a  glove  as  that  which  was  used  to  carry  hawks,  and 
had  a  merlin  perched  upon  it.  Her  head  was  covered  with  a 
montero  cap,  and,  as  was  frequently  the  custom  at  the  period, 
she  wore  on  her  face  a  kind  of  black  silk  vizard,  which  efifectually 
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OQOoealed  her  features.  Notwithstaiiding  this  disguise,  Arthur 
Philipson's  heart  sprung  high  at  the  appeaianoe  of  these 
strangeiB,  for  he  was  at  onoe  certain  he  recognised  the  match- 
less form  of  the  Swiss  maiden,  by  whom  his  mind  was  so 
anxiously  occupied.  Her  attendants  were  a  falconer  with  his 
hunting-pole  and  a  female,  both  apparently  her  domestics. 
The  elder  Philipson,  who  had  no  such  aocunu^  of  recoUection 
as  his  son  manifested  upon  the  occasion,  saw  in  the  fair  stranger 
only  some  dame  or  damsel  of  eminence  engaged  in  the  amuse- 
ment of  hawking^  and,  in  return  to  a  brief  nlutation,  merely 
asked  her,  with  suitable  courtesy,  as  the  case  demanded,  whether 
she  had  spent  the  morning  in  good  sport 

'Indifferent^  good  friend,'  said  the  lady.  'I  daiB  not  fly 
my  hawk  so  near  the  broad  river,  lest  he  should  soar  to  the 
other  side,  and  so  I  might  lose  my  companion.  But  I  reckon 
on  finding  better  game  when  I  have  crossed  to  the  other  side  of 
the  ferry,  which  we  are  now  approaching.' 

'Then  your  ladyship,'  said  Bartholomew,  'will  hear  mass  in 
Hans's  Chapel,  and  pray  for  your  success? ' 

'I  were  a  heathen  to  pass  the  holy  place  without  doing  so,' 
replied  the  damsel. 

'That^  noble  damsel,  touches  the  point  we  were  but  now 
talking  of,'  said  the  guide  Bartholomew;  'for  know,  fair  mis- 
tress, that  I  cannot  persuade  this  worthy  gentleman  how 
deeply  the  success  of  his  enterprise  is  dependent  upon  his 
obtaining  the  blessing  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Ferry.' 

'  The  good  man,'  said  the  young  maiden,  seriously,  and  even 
severely,  'must  know  little  of  the  Rhine.  I  will  explain  to  the 
gentlemen  the  propriety  of  f  ollowiug  your  advice.' 

She  then  rode  close  to  young  PMlipeon,  and  spoke  in  Swiss, 
for  she  had  hitherto  used  the  German  language — '  Do  not  start, 
but  hear  me ! '  and  the  voice  was  that  of  Anne  of  Geierstein. 
'Do  not,  I  say,  be  surprised,  or  at  least  show  not  your  wonder; 
you  are  beset  by  dangers.  On  this  road,  especially,  your 
business  is  known — ^your  lives  are  laid  in  wait  for.  Gross  over 
the  river  at  the  Feny  of  the  Chapel,  or  Hans's  Feny,  as  it  is 
usually  termed.' 

Here  the  guide  drew  so  near  to  them  that  it  was  impossible 
for  her  to  continue  the  conversation  without  being  overheard. 
At  that  same  moment  a  woodcock  sprung  from  some  bushes, 
and  the  young  lady  threw  off  her  merlin  in  pursuit. 

'Sa  ho — sa  ho — ^wo  ha  I'  hallooed  the  falconer,  in  a  note 
which  made  the  thicket  ring  again;  and  away  he  rode  in 
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puTBoit.  The  elder  Philipscm  and  the  guide  himaelf  followed 
the  ohaae  eagerly  with  their  eyes,  so  attractive  was  the  love  of 
that  brave  sport  to  men  of  all  ranks.  But  the  voice  of  the 
maiden  was  a  lure  which  would  have  summoned  Arthur's 
attention  from  matters  more  deeply  interesting. 

'Cross  the  Rhine,'  she  again  repeated,  'at  the  feny  to 
Kirchhoff,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Take  your  lodgings 
at  the  Golden  Fleece,  where  you  will  find  a  guide  to  Strasbuig. 
I  must  stay  here  no  longer.' 

So  saying,  the  damsel  raised  herself  in  her  saddle,  struck 
her  horse  lightly  with  the  loose  reins,  and  the  mettled  animal, 
already  impatient  at  her  delay  and  tiie  eager  burst  of  its  com- 
panions, flew  forward  at  such  a  pace  as  if  he  had  meant  to 
emulate  the  flight  of  the  hawk  and  of  the  prey  he  pursued. 
The  lady  and  her  attendants  soon  vanished  from  the  sight  of 
the  travellers. 

A  deep  silence  for  some  time  ensued,  during  which  Arthur 
studied  how  to  communicate  the  warning  he  had  received, 
without  awakening  the  suspicions  of  their  guide.  But  the 
old  man  broke  sUence  himself,  saying  to  Bartholomew,  'Put 
your  horse  into  more  motion,  I  pray  you,  and  ride  onward 
a  few  yards;  I  would  have  some  private  conference  with 
my  son.' 

The  guide  obeyed,  and,  as  if  with  the  purpose  of  showing  a 
mind  too  profoundly  occupied  by  heavenly  matters  to  admit  a 
thought  concerning  those  of  this  transitory  world,  he  thundered 
forth  a  hymn  in  praise  of  St.  Wendelin  the  shepherd,  in  a 
strain  so  discordant  as  startled  every  bird  from  eveiy  bush  by 
which  they  passed.  There  was  never  a  more  unmelodious 
melody,  whether  sacred  or  profane^  than  that  under  protection 
of  which  the  elder  Philipson  thus  conferred  with  his  son. 

'Arthur,'  he  said,  'I  am  much  convinced  that  this  howling^ 
hypocritical  vagrant  has  some  plot  upon  us ;  and  I  had  well- 
nigh  determined  that  the  best  mode  to  boflSie  it  would  be  to 
consult  my  own  opinion,  and  not  his,  as  to  our  places  of  repose 
and  the  direction  of  our  journey.' 

'Your  judgment  is  correct^  as  usual,'  said  his  son.  'I  am 
well  convinced  of  yonder  man's  treachery,  from  a  whisper  in 
which  that  maiden  informed  me  that  we  ought  to  take  the 
road  to  Strasburg  by  the  eastern  side  of  the  river,  and  for  that 
purpose  cross  over  to  a  place  called  Eirchhofi^,  on  the  opposite 
bank.' 

'  Do  you  advise  this,  Arthur?'  replied  his  father. 
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'  I  will  pledge  my  life  for  the  faith  of  this  young  person,' 
replied  his  Btm, 

'  What ! '  said  his  father,  '  beoause  she  sits  her  palfrey  fairly, 
and  shows  a  faultless  shape  9  Such  is  the  reasoning  of  a  boy ; 
and  yet  my  own  old  and  cautious  heart  feels  inclined  to  trust 
her.  If  our  secret  is  known  in  this  land,  there  are  doubtless 
many  who  may  be  disposed  to  think  they  have  an  interest  in 
barmig  my  access  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  even  by  the  most 
violent  means ;  and  weU  you  know  thiat  I  should  on  my  side 
hold  my  life  equally  cheap  could  I  discharge  mine  enand  at 
the  price  of  laying  it  down.  I  tell  thee,  Arthur,  that  my  mind 
reproaches  me  for  taking  hitherto  over  little  care  of  ensuring 
the  dischazge  of  my  commission,  owing  to  the  natural  desire  I 
had  to  keep  thee  in  my  company.  There  now  lie  before  us 
two  ways,  both  perilous  and  uncertain,  by  which  we  may  reach 
the  Duke's  court.  We  may  foUow  this  guide  and  take  the 
chance  of  his  fideHty,  or  we  may  adopt  the  hint  of  yonder 
damsel-errant  and  cross  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine, 
and  again  repass  the  river  at  Strasburg.  Both  roads  are  per- 
haps equally  perilous.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  diminiah  the  risk 
of  the  miscarriage  of  my  commission  by  sending  thee  across  to 
the  right  bank,  while  I  pursue  my  proposed  coimae  upon  the 
left  Thus,  if  one  of  us  be  intercepted,  the  other  may  escape^ 
and  the  important  commission  winch  he  bears  may  be  duly 
executed.' 

'Alas,  my  father!'  said  Arthur,  'how  is  it  possible  for  me 
to  obey  you,  when  by  doing  so  I  must  leave  you  alone  to  incur 
K>  many  dangers,  to  struggle  with  ao  many  dif5cultie«,  in 
which  my  aid  might  be  at  least  willing,  though  it  could  only 
be  weak?  Whatever  befall  us  in  these  delicate  and  dangerous 
circumstances,  let  us  at  least  meet  it  in  company.' 

'  Arthur,  my  beloved  son,'  said  his  father,  '  in  parting  from 
thee  I  am  splitting  mine  own  heart  in  twain ;  but  the  same 
duty  which  commands  us  to  expose  our  bodies  to  death  as 
peremptorily  orders  us  not  to  spare  our  most  tender  affections. 
We  must  part' 

'Oh,  then,'  replied  his  son,  eagerly,  'let  me  atieast  prevail 
in  one  point  Do  thou,  my  father,  cross  the  Rhine,  and  let  me 
prosecute  the  jotimey  by  die  route  originally  proposed.' 

'And  why,  I  pray  you,'  answered  the  merchant,  'should  I 
go  one  of  these  roads  in  preference  to  the  other?' 

'Because,'  said  Arthur,  eagerly,  'I  would  warrant  yonder 
maiden's  Mth  with  my  life.' 
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^Again,  young  manf  said  his  lather;  'and  wherefore  so 
confident  in  that  young  maiden's  faith  9  Is  it  merely  from  the 
confidence  which  youth  reposes  in  that  which  is  fair  and  pleas- 
ing, or  have  you  had  fartiier  acquaintance  with  her  than  the 
late  brief  conversation  with  her  admitted  f ' 

'Can  I  give  you  an  answer)'  replied  his  son.  'We  have 
been  long  absent  from  lands  of  knights  and  ladies,  and  is  it 
not  natund  that  we  should  give  to  those  who  remind  us  of  the 
honoured  ties  of  chivaliy  and  gentle  blood  the  instinctive 
credence  which  we  refuse  to  such  a  poor  wretch  as  this  itiner- 
ant mountebank,  who  gains  his  existence  by  cheating,  with  false 
relics  and  foxged  l^^ds,  the  poor  peasants  amongst  whom  he 
travels  f ' 

'It  is  a  vain  imagination,  Arthur,'  said  his  father,  'not  im- 
befitting,  indeed,  an  aspirant  to  the  honours  of  chivahry,  who 
draws  his  ideas  of  life  and  its  occurrences  from  the  romances  of 
the  minstrels,  but  too  visionary  for  a  youth  who  has  seen,  as 
thou  hast^  how  the  business  of  this  world  is  conducted.  I  tell 
thee,  and  thou  wilt  leam  to  know  I  say  truth,  that  around  the 
homely  board  of  our  host  the  Landamman  were  ranged  truer 
tongues  and  more  faithful  hearts  than  the  cow  pUniere  of  a 
monarch  has  to  boast.  Alas !  the  manly  spirit  of  ancient  faith 
and  honour  has  fled  even  from  the  breast  (^  kings  and  knights, 
where,  as  John  of  France  said,  it  ought  to  continue  to  reside 
a  constant  inhabitant^  if  banished  from  all  the  rest  of  the 
world.' 

'Be  that  as  it  may,  dearest  father,'  replied  the  younger 
Philipson,  '  I  pray  you  to  be  persuaded  by  me ;  and  if  we  must 
part  company,  let  it  be  by  your  taking  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  since  I  am  persuaded  it  is  the  safest  route.' 

'And  if  it  be  the  safest,'  said  his  father,  with  a  voice  of 
tender  reproach,  '  is  that  a  reason  why  I  should  spare  my  own 
almost  exhausted  thread  of  life,  and  expose  thine,  my  dear  son, 
which  has  but  begun  its  course  f ' 

'  Nay,  father,'  answered  the  son  with  animation, '  in  speaking 
thus  you  do  not  consider  the  difference  of  our  importance  to 
the  execution  of  the  purpose  which  you  have  so  long  enter- 
tained, and  which  seems  now  so  nigh  being  accomplished. 
Think  how  imperfectly  I  might  be  able  to  discharge  it,  without 
knowledge  of  the  Duke's  person,  or  credentials  to  gain  his 
confidence.  I  might  indeed  repeat  your  words,  but  the  cir- 
cumstances would  be  wanting  to  atteact  the  necessary  faith, 
and  of  consequence  your  scheme^  for  the  success  of  which  you 
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have  livedi  and  now  are  willing  to  ran  the  risk  of  death,  would 
miscarry  along  with  me.' 

'Tou  cannot  shake  my  resolution,'  said  the  elder  Philipeon, 
*or  persuade  me  that  my  life  is  of  more  importance  than  yours. 
You  only  remind  me  that  it  is  you,  and  not  I,  who  ought  to  he 
the  heajwr  of  this  token  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Should 
you  he  mccessful  in  reaching  his  court  or  camp,  your  possession 
of  these  wns  will  be  needful  to  attach  credit  to  your  mission — 
a  purposeVlbr  which  they  would  be  leas  necessary  to  me,  who 
can  refer  ix>  other  circumstances  under  which  I  might  claim 
credence,  if  it  should  please  Heaven  to  leave  me  alone  to  acquit 
myself  of  this  important  commission,  which  may  Our  Lady  in 
her  meroy  forefend !  Understand,  therefore,  that^  should  an 
opportunity  occur  by  which  you  can  make  your  way  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Rhine,  you  are  to  direct  your  journey  so  as 
again  to  cross  to  this  bank  at  Strasburg,  where  you  will  inquire 
for  news  of  me  at  the  Flying  Stag^  a  hostelry  in  that  city, 
which  you  will  easily  diBcover.  If  you  hear  no  tidings  of  me 
at  that  place,  you  will  proceed  to  the  Duke,  and  deliver  to  him 
this  important  packet.' 

Here  he  put  into  his  son's  hand,  with  as  much  privacy  as 
possible,  the  case  containing  the  diamond  necklace. 

'  What  else  your  duty  calls  on  you  to  do,'  continued  the 
elder  Philipson,  'you  well  know;  only,  I  conjure  you,  let  no 
vain  inquiries  after  my  fate  interfere  with  the  great  duty  you 
have  there  to  discharge.  In  the  meantime,  prepare  to  bid  me 
a  sudden  farewell,  witii  a  heart  as  bold  and  ooi^dent  as  when 
you  went  before  me,  and  courageously  led  the  way,  amid  the 
rocks  and  storms  of  Switzerland.  Heaven  was  above  us  then, 
as  it  is  over  us  now.  Adieu,  my  beloved  Arthur !  Should  I 
wait  till  the  moment  of  separation,  there  may  be  but  short 
time  to  speak  the  fatal  word,  and  no  eye  save  thine  own  must 
see  the  tear  which  I  now  wipe  away.' 

The  painful  feeling  which  accompanied  this  anticipation  of 
their  parting  was  so  sincere  on  Arthur's  part^  as  well  as  that  of 
his  father,  that  it  did  not  at  first  occur  to  the  former,  as  a 
source  of  consolation,  that  it  seemed  likely  he  might  be  placed 
under  the  guidance  of  the  singular  female  the  memory  of 
whom  haunted  him.  True  it  was,  that  the  beauty  of  Anne  of 
Geierstein,  as  well  as  the  striking  ciroumstanoes  in  which  she 
had  exhibited  herself,  had  on  that  very  morning  been  the  prin- 
cipal occupation  of  his  mind ;  but  they  were  now  chased  from 
it  by  the  predominant  recollection  that  he  was  about  to  be 
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separated  in  a  moment  of  danger  from  a  father  so  well  deeerv- 
ing  of  his  highest  esteem  and  Us  fondest  affection. 

Meanwhile,  that  father  dashed  from  his  eye  the  tear  which 
his  devoted  stoicism  could  not  suppress,  and,  as  if  afraid  of 
softening  his  resolution  by  indulging  his  parental  fondness,  he 
recalled  the  pious  Bartholomew,  to  demand  of  him  how  far  they 
were  from  the  Chapel  of  the  Ferry. 

*  Little  more  than  a  mile,'  was  the  reply;  and  when  the 
Englishman  required  further  information  concerning  the  cause 
of  its  erection,  he  was  informed  that  an  old  boatman  and  fisher- 
man named  Hans  had  long  dwelt  at  the  place,  who  gained  a 
precarious  liyelihood  by  transporting  trayellers  and  merchants 
from  one  bank  of  the  river  to  the  other.  The  misfortune, 
however,  of  losing  first  one  boat  and  then  a  second  in  the  deep 
and  mighty  stream,  with  the  dread  inspired  in  travelers  by 
the  repetition  of  such  accidents,  began  to  render  his  profession 
an  uncertain  one.  Being  a  good  Catholic,  the  old  man's  dis- 
tress took  a  devotional  turn.  He  began  to  look  back  on  his 
former  life,  and  consider  by  what  crimes  he  had  deserved  the 
misfortunes  which  darkened  the  evening  of  his  days.  His 
remorse  was  chiefly  excited  by  the  recollection  that  he  had,  on 
one  occasion,  when  the  passage  was  peculiarly  stormy,  refused 
to  discharge  his  duty  as  a  ferryman  in  order  to  transport  to 
the  other  shore  a  priest  who  bore  along  with  him  an  image  of 
the  Virgin,  destined  for  the  village  of  Eirchhoff  on  the  opposite 
or  right  bank  of  the  Rhine.  For  this  faulty  Hans  submitted  to 
severe  penance,  as  he  was  now  disposed  to  consider  as  culpable 
his  doubt  of  the  Virgin's  power  of  protecting  herself,  her  priest^ 
and  the  bark  employed  in  her  service;  besides  which,  the 
offering  of  a  large  share  of  his  worldly  goods  to  the  church  of 
ELirchhoff  ezpremed  the  truth  of  the  old  man's  repentance. 
Neither  did  he  ever  again  permit  himself  to  interpose  any 
delay  in  the  journey  of  men  of  Holy  Church ;  but  all  ranks  of 
the  clergy,  from  the  mitred  prelate  to  the  barefooted  friar, 
might  at  anv  time  of  day  or  night  have  commanded  the  sendees 
of  him  and  his  boat. 

While  prosecuting  so  laudable  a  course  of  life,  it  became  at 
length  the  lot  of  Hans  to  find,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  a 
small  image  of  the  Virgin  thrown  by  the  waves,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  exactly  to  resemble  that  which  he  had  formerly 
ungraciously  refused  to  carry  across,  when  under  charge  of 
the  sacristan  of  Eirchhoff.  He  placed  it  in  the  most  con- 
spicuous part  of  his  hut^  and  poured  out  his  soul  before  it  in 
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derotioD,  aniiously  inquiriiig  for  some  signal  by  which  he 
might  diflCOTer  whether  he  was  to  consider  the  arriyal  of  her 
holy  image  as  a  pledge  that  his  offences  were  forgiven.  In  the 
▼isions  of  the  night  his  prayers  were  answered,  and  Our  Lady, 
assuming  the  form  of  the  image^  stood  by  his  bedside,  for  the 
purpose  of  telling  him  wherefore  she  had  come  hither. 

*  My  trusty  servant^'  she  said,  '  men  of  Belial  have  burned 
my  dwelling  at  ELirchhof^  spoOed  my  chapel,  and  thrown  the 
sacred  image  which  represents  me  into  the  swoln  Rhine,  which 
swept  me  downward  [upward].  Now,  I  have  resolved  to  dwell 
no  longer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  profane  doers  of  this  deed, 
or  of  the  cowardly  vassals  who  dared  not  prevent  it.  I  am, 
therefore,  compelled  to  remove  my  habitation,  and,  in  despite 
of  the  opposing  current^  I  determined  to  take  the  shore  on 
this  side,  being  resolved  to  fix  my  abode  with  thee,  my  faithful 
servant^  that  the  land  in  which  thou  dwellest  may  be  blessed, 
as  well  as  thou  and  thy  household.' 

As  the  vision  spoke,  she  seemed  to  wring  from  her  tresses 
the  water  in  which  they  had  been  steeped,  while  her  disordered 
drees  and  fatigued  appearance  was  that  of  one  who  has  been 
bufBdting  with  the  waves. 

Next  morning  brought  intelligence  that,  in  one  of  the  numer> 
ous  feuds  of  that  fierce  period,  Kirchhoff  had  been  sacked,  the 
church  destroyed,  and  the  church  treasury  plundered. 

In  consequence  of  the  fisherman's  vision  being  thus  re- 
markably confirmed,  Hans  entirely  renounced  his  profession; 
and,  leaving  it  to  younger  men  to  supplv  his  place  as  ferryman, 
he  converted  his  hut  into  a  rustic  chapel,  and  he  himself,  taking 
orders,  attended  upon  the  shrine  as  a  hermit,  or  daily  chaplain. 
The  figure  was  supposed  to  work  miracles,  and  the  ferry  became 
renowned  from  its  being  under  the  protection  of  the  holy  image 
of  Our  Lady,  and  her  no  less  holy  servant. 

When  Bartholomew  had  concluded  his  account  of  the  feny 
and  its  chapel,  the  traveUers  had  arrived  at  the  place  itself. 


CHAPTER  XVIII 

Upon  the  Rbine^  upon  the  Rhine  they  diuter, 

The  grapes  of  jnice  divine, 
Which  make  the  soldier's  joTial  courage  master ; 

0,  blessed  be  the  Rhine  1 

Drinking  Sang,* 

A  OOTTAQB  or  two  On  the  side  of  the  river,  beside  which  were 
moored  one  or  two  fishing-boats,  showed  the  pious  Hans  had 
successors  in  his  profession  as  a  boatman.  The  river,  which  at 
a  point  a  little  lower  was  restrained  by  a  chain  of  islets,  ex- 
panded more  widely  and  moved  less  rapidly  than  when  it  passed 
these  cottages,  afifording  to  the  fenyman  a  smoother  surface 
and  a  less  heavy  stream  to  contend  with,  although  the  cuirent 
was  even  there  too  strong  to  be  borne  up  against^  unless  the 
river  was  in  a  tranquil  state. 

On  the  opposite  bank,  but  a  good  deal  lower  than  the  hamlet 
which  gave  name  to  the  f eny,  wias  seated  on  a  small  eminence^ 
screen^  by  trees  and  bushes,  the  little  town  of  Eirchhoff.  A 
skiff  departing  from  the  left  bank  was,  even  on  favourable 
occasions,  carried  considerably  to  leewaid  ere  it  could  attain 
the  opposite  side  of  the  deep  and  full  stream  of  the  Bhine,  so 
that  its  course  was  oblique  towards  Eirchhoff.  On  the  ot^er 
hand,  a  boat  departing  horn  Eirchhoff  must  have  great  advan- 
tage, both  of  wind  and  oars,  in  order  to  land  its  loading  or  crew 
at  the  Chapel  of  the  Ferry,  unless  it  were  under  the  miraculous 
influence  which  carried  the  image  of  the  Virgin  in  that  direction. 
The  communication,  therefore,  from  the  east  to  the  west  bank 
was  only  maintained  by  towing  boats  up  the  stream  to  such  a 
height  on  the  eastern  side  that  the  leeway  whidi  they  made 
during  the  voyage  across  might  correspond  with  the  point  at 
which  they  desired  to  arrive,  and  enable  them  to  attain  it  with 
ease.  Hence,  it  naturally  happened  that»  the  passage  from 
Alsace  into  Swabia  being  the  most  easy,  the  ferry  was  more 

*8ee<DerB2iein,derBheln.'    Noteflw 
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used  by  tihofle  who  were  deeirous  of  entering  Qernuiny  than  by 
travellen  who  came  in  an  opposite  direction. 

When  the  elder  Philipfion  had  by  a  glance  around  him 
ascertained  the  situation  of  the  feny,  he  said  firmly  to  his 
son,  'B^^ne^  my  dear  Arthur,  and  do  what  I  have  commanded 
thee.' 

With  a  heart  rent  with  filial  aniiety,  the  young  man 
obeyed,  and  took  his  solitary  course  towards  the  cottages,  near 
which  the  barks  were  moored,  which  were  occasionally  used  for 
fishing  as  well  as  for  the  purposes  of  the  ferry. 

'Your  son  leaves  ust'  said  Bartholomew  to  the  elder 
Philipson. 

'He  does  for  the  present,'  said  his  father,  'as  he  has  certain 
inquiries  to  make  in  yonder  hamlet.' 

'If  they  be,'  answered  the  guide,  'any  matters  connected 
with  your  honour's  road,  I  laud  the  saints  that  I  can  better 
answer  your  inquiries  than  those  ignorant  boons,  who  hardly 
understand  your  language.' 

'  If  we  find  that  their  infonnation  needs  thy  commentary,' 
said  Philipson,  'we  will  request  it;  meanwhile,  lead  on  to  the 
chapel,  ^here  my  son  will  join  us.' 

They  moved  towards  the  chapel,  but  with  slow  steps,  each 
turning  his  looks  aside  to  the  fidiing-hamlet;  the  guide  as  if 
striving  to  see  whether  the  younger  traveller  was  returning 
towards  them;  the  father  anxious  to  descry,  on  the  broad 
bosom  of  the  Blune,  a  sail  unloosed,  to  waft  his  son  across  to 
that  which  might  be  considered  as  the  safer  side.  But,  though 
the  looks  of  both  guide  and  traveller  were  turned  in  the 
direction  of  the  river,  their  steps  carried  them  towards  the 
chapel,  to  which  the  inhabitants,  in  memoiy  of  the  founder, 
had  given  the  title  of  Hans  Ohapelle. 

A  few  trees  scattered  areund  gave  an  agreeable  and  silvan 
air  to  the  place;  and  the  ohapd,  that  appeared  on  a  rising 
ground  at  some  distance  from  the  hamlet,  was  constructed  in  a 
style  of  pleasing  simplicity,  which  corresponded  with  the  whole 
scene.  Its  small  sise  confbimed  the  tradition  that  it  had  origin- 
ally been  merely  the  hut  of  a  peasant;  and  the  cross  of  fir- 
trees,  covered  with  bark,  attested  the  purpose  to  which  it  was 
now  dedicated.  The  chapel  and  all  areuiMl  it  breathed  peace 
and  solemn  tranquillity,  and  the  deep  sound  of  the  mightv 
river  seemed  to  impose  silence  on  each  human  voice  whida 
might  presume  to  mingle  with  its  awful  murmur. 

When  Philipson  arrived  in  the  vicinity,  Bartholomew  took 

xxiii  15 
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the  advantage  afforded  by  his  ailenoe  to  thunder  forth  two 
stanzas  to  the  praise  of  the  Lady  of  the  Feny  and  her  faithful 
worshipper  Hans,  after  whidi  he  broke  forth  into  the  rapturous 
exclamation — ^Come  hither  ye  who  fear  wreck,  here  is  yoor 
sale  haven  I  Come  hither  ye  who  die  of  thirsty  here  is  a  well 
of  merov  open  to  you  I  Gome  those  who  are  weary  and  far- 
tiftveUed,  this  is  your  place  of  refreshment  1 '  And  more  to  the 
same  purpose  he  might  have  said,  but  Philipson  sternly  imposed 
silence  on  him. 

<  If  thy  devotion  were  altogether  true,'  he  said,  '  it  would  be 
less  clamorous;  but  it  is  well  to  do  what  is  good  in  itself,  even 
if  it  is  a  hypocrite  who  recommends  it.  Let  us  ent^  this 
holy  chapel  and  pray  for  a  fortunate  issue  to  our  precarious 
travels.' 

The  pardoner  caught  up  the  last  words. 

'Sure  was  I,'  he  said,  'that  your  worship  is  too  well  advised 
to  pass  this  holy  place  without  imploring  the  protection  and 
influence  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Feny.  Tany  but  a  moment 
until  I  find  the  priest  who  serves  the  altar,  t^t  he  may  say  a 
mass  on  yoiur  bduJf .' 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  door  of  the  chapel  suddenly 
opening,  when  an  ecclesiastic  appeared  on  the  threshold. 
Philipson  instantly  knew  the  priest  of  St.  Paul's,  wh<»n  he  had 
seen  that  morning  at  La  Ferette.  Bartholomew  also  knew 
him,  as  it  would  seem ;  for  his  officious,  hypocritical  eloquence 
failed  him  in  an  instant,  and  he  stood  before  the  priest  with 
his  arms  folded  on  his  breast^  like  a  man  who  waits  for  the 
sentence  of  condemnation. 

'Villain,'  said  the  ecclesiastic,  regarding  the  guide  with  a 
severe  countenance,  'dost  thou  lead  a  stranger  into  the  houses 
of  the  holy  saints,  that  thou  mayst  slay  him  and  possess 
thyself  of  his  spoilst  But  Heaven  will  no  longer  bear  with 
thy  perfidy.  Back,  thou  wretch,  to  meet  thy  brother  mis- 
creants, who  are  hastening  hitherwaid.  Tell  them  thy  arts 
were  unavailing,  and  that  the  innocent  stranger  is  under  mt 
protection — ^under  my  protection,  which  those  who  presume  to 
violate  will  meet  with  the  reward  of  Archibald  de  Hagenbach ! ' 

The  guide  stood  quite  motionless,  while  addressed  by  the 
priest  in  a  manner  equally  menacing  and  authoritative ;  and  no 
sooner  did  the  latter  cease  speaking  than,  without  offering  a 
word  either  in  justification  or  reply,  Bartholomew  turned  round 
and  retreated  at  a  hasty  pace  by  the  same  road  which  had 
conducted  the  traveller  to  the  chapel. 
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'And  do  70Q9  worthy  Bngliiihinan,'  ocmtmued  the  priest^ 
'enter  into  tlua  ohapel,  and  perform  in  safety  those  deTotions 
by  means  of  which  yonder  hypocrite  designed  to  detain  you 
imtil.  his  brethren  in  iniquity  came  up.  But  first,  wherefore 
are  you  alonet  I  trust  nought  evil  hath  befallen  your  young 
companion  r 

'My  son,'  said  Philipsony  'crosses  the  Rhine  at  yonder  feiry, 
as  we  had  important  business  to  transact  on  the  other  side.' 

As  he  spoke  thus,  a  light  boat,  about  which  two  or  three 
peasants  had  been  for  some  time  busy,  was  seen  to  push  from 
the  shore,  and  shoot  into  the  stream,  to  which  it  was  partly 
compelled  to  give  way,  until  a  sail  stretched  along  the  slender 
yard,  and,  supporting  the  bark  against  the  current,  enabled  her 
to  stand  obliquely  across  the  river. 

'Now,  praise  be  to  Godl'  said  Philipson,  who  waa  aware 
that  the  bark  he  looked  upon  must  be  in  the  act  of  carrying 
his  son  beyond  the  reach  of  the  dangers  by  which  he  was  hin^ 
self  sunounded. 

'Amen  1 '  answered  the  priest,  echoing  the  pious  ejaculation 
of  the  trayeUer.  'Great  reason  have  you  to  return  thanks  to 
Heaven.' 

'Of  that  I  am  convinced,'  replied  Philipson;  'but  yet  from 

Sou  I  hope  to  learn  the  special  cause  of  danger  from  which  I 
ave  escaped!' 

'This  is  neither  time  nor  place  for  such  an  investigation,' 
answered  the  priest  of  St.  Paul's.  'It  is  enough  to  say,  that 
yonder  fellow,  well  known  for  his  hypocriiEy  and  his  crimes,  was 
present  when  the  young  Switser,  Sigismund,  reclaimed  from 
the  executioner  the  treasure  of  which  you  were  robbed  by 
Hagenbach.  Thus  Bartholomew's  avarice  was  awakened.  He 
undertook  to  be  your  guide  to  Strasbuig,  with  the  criminal 
intent  of  detaining  you  by  the  way  till  a  party  came  up,  against 
whose  numbers  resistance  would  have  been  in  vain.  But  his 
purpose  has  been  anticipated.  And  now,  ere  giving  vent  to 
other  worldly  thoughts,  whether  of  hope  or  fear,  to  the  chapel, 
sir,  and  join  in  orisons  to  Him  who  hath  been  your  aid,  and 
to  those  who  have  interceded  with  Him  in  your  behalf.' 

Philipson  entered  the  chapel  with  his  guide,  and  joined  in 
returning  thanks  to  Heaven,  and  the  tutelary  power  of  the 
spot,  for  the  escape  which  had  been  vouchsafed  to  him. 

When  this  duty  had  been  performed,  Philipson  intimated 
his  purpose  of  resuming  his  journey,  to  which  the  black  priest 
replied  that,  far  from  delaying  him  in  a  place  so  dangerous,  he 
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would  himaelf  aooompanj  him  for  some  part  of  the  joumej, 
sinoe  he  also  was  bomid  to  the  presence  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy/ 

'You,  my  father — you!'  said  the  merchant^  with  some 
astonishment. 

*  And  wherefore  surprised  f '  answered  the  priest.  '  Is  it  so 
strange  that  one  of  my  order  should  visit  a  prince's  court  t 
Belieye  me^  there  are  but  too  many  of  them  to  be  found 
there.' 

'I  do  not  speak  with  reference  to  your  order,'  answered 
Philipson,  '  but  in  r^ard  of  the  part  which  you  have  this  day 
acted,  in  abetting  the  execution  of  Archibald  de  Hagenbach. 
Sjqow  you  so  little  of  the  fiery  Duke  of  Burgundy,  as  to 
imagine  you  can  dally  with  his  resentment  with  more  safety 
than  you  would  pull  the  mane  of  a  sleeping  lion  ?' 

*I  know  his  mood  well,'  said  the  priest;  'and  it  is  not  to 
excuse  but  to  defend  the  death  of  De  Hagenbach  that  I  go  to 
his  presence.  The  Duke  may  execute  his  serfs  and  bondonen 
at  his  pleasure,  but  there  is  a  spell  upon  my  life  which  is 
proof  to  all  his  power.  But  let  me  retort  the  question.  Tou, 
sir  Englishman,  knowing  the  conditions  of  the  Duke  so  weU — 
you,  so  lately  ib.e  guest  and  trayelling  companion  of  the  most 
unwelcome  yisitors  who  could  approach  him — ^you,  implicated, 
in  appearance  at  least,  in  the  uproar  at  La  Ferette — what 
chance  is  there  of  your  escaping  his  vengeance  ?  and  wherefore 
will  you  throw  yourself  wantonly  within  his  power?' 

'  Worthy  father,'  said  the  merchant, '  let  each  of  us,  without 
offence  to  the  other,  keep  his  own  secret.  I  have,  indeed,  no 
spell  to  secure  me  from  tiie  Duke's  resentment ;  I  have  limbs 
to  suffer  torture  and  imprisonment,  and  property  which  may 
be  seized  and  confiscated.  But  I  have  had  in  former  days 
many  dealings  with  the  Duke,  I  may  even  say  I  have  laid  him 
under  obligations,  and  hope  my  interest  with  him  may  in  con- 
sequence be  sufficient  not  only  to  save  me  from  the  conse- 
quences of  this  day's  procedure,  but  be  of  some  avail  to  my 
friend  the  Landamman.' 

'  But  if  you  are  in  reality  bound  to  the  court  of  Biugundy 
as  a  merchant,'  said  the  priest,  '  where  are  the  wares  in  which 
you  traffic  ?  Have  you  no  merchandise  save  that  which  you 
carry  on  your  person  1  I  heard  of  a  sumpter-horse  with  bag- 
gage.    Has  yonder  villain  deprived  you  of  it  ? ' 

This  was  a  trying  question  to  Philipson,  who,  anxious  about 
the  separation  from  his  son,  had  given  no  direction  whether 
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the  baggage  should  remain  with  himself  or  should  be  irans- 
ported  to  tiie  other  side  of  the  Rhine.  He  was,  therefore,  taken 
at  advantage  by  the  priest's  inquiry,  to  which  he  answered  with 
some  inooherence — ^I  belieYe  my  baggage  is  in  the  hamlet 
— that  is,  unless  my  son  has  taken  it  across  the  Rhine  with 
him.' 

'  That  we  wiU  soon  learn,'  answered  the  priest 

Here  a  novice  appeared  from  the  vestiary  of  the  chapel  at 
his  call,  and  received  commands  to  inquire  at  the  hamlet 
whether  Philipson's  bales,  with  the  horse  which  transported 
them,  had  been  left  there  or  ferried  over  along  with  his  son. 

The  novice,  being  absent  a  few  minutes,  presently  returned 
with  the  baggage-horse,  which,  with  its.'bujnlen,  Arthur,  from 
regard  to  his  fatiier's  accommodation,  had  left  on  the  western 
side  of  the  river.  The  priest  looked  on  attentively,  while  the 
elder  Philipson,  mounting  his  own  horse,  and  taking  the  rein 
of  the  other  in  his  hand,  bade  the  black  priest  adieu  in  these 
words — 'And  now,  &ther,  farewell !  I  must  pass  on  with  my 
bales,  since  there  is  little  wisdom  in  travelling  with  them  after 
nightfall,  else  would  I  gladly  suit  my  pace,  with  your  permis* 
sion,  so  as  to  share  the  way  with  you.' 

'  If  it  is  your  obliging  purpose  to  do  so,  as,  indeed,  I  was 
about  to  propose,'  said  the  priest^  '  know  I  will  be  no  stay  to 
your  journey.  I  have  here  a  good  horse ;  and  Melchior,  who 
must  otherwise  have  gone  on  foot,  may  ride  upon  your  sumpter- 
horse.  I  the  rather  propose  this  course,  as  it  will  be  rash  for 
you  to  travel  by  night.  I  can  conduct  you  to  an  hostelry 
about  five  miles  ofi^  which  we  may  reach  with  sufficient  day- 
light, and  where  you  will  be  lodged  safely  for  your  reckoning.' 

The  "Rngliah  merchant  hesitated  a  moment.  He  had  no 
fancy  for  any  new  companion  on  the  road,  and  although  the 
countenance  of  the  priest  was  rather  handsome,  considering  his 
years,  yet  the  expression  was  such  as  by  no  means  invited  con- 
fidence. On  the  contrary,  there  was  something  mysterious  and 
gloomy  which  clouded  his  brow,  though  it  was  a  lofty  one,  and 
a  similar  expression  gleamed  in  his  cold  grey  eye,  and  inti- 
mated severity,  and  even  harshness,  of  disposition.  But,  not- 
withstanding this  repulsive  circumstance,  the  priest  had  lately 
rendered  Philipson  a  considerable  service^  by  detecting  the 
treachery  of  his  hypocritical  guide,  and  the  merchant  was  not 
a  man  to  be  startled  from  his  course  by  any  imaginary  pre- 
possessions against  the  looks  or  manners  of  any  one,  or  appre- 
hensions of  machinations  against  himself.    He  only  revolved  in 
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his  mind  the  nngolaritj  attending  his  destiny,  which,  while  it 
was  neoessaiy  for  him  to  appear  before  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
in  the  most  oonoiliatory  manner,  seemed  to  force  upon  him  the 
adoption  of  companions  who  must  needs  be  obnoxious  to  that 
prince ;  and  sucl^  he  was  too  well  awaire,  must  be  the  case  with 
the  priest  of  St.  Paul's.  Haying  reflected  for  an  instant^  he 
courteously  accepted  the  offer  of  the  priest  to  guide  him  to 
some  place  of  rest  and  entertainment^  which  must  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  his  horse  before  he  reached  Stiasburg,  eYcaa.  if  he 
himself  could  hare  dispensed  with  it. 

The  party  being  thus  arranged,  the  novice  brought  forth 
the  priest's  steed,  which  he  mounted  with  grace  and  agility, 
and  the  neophyte,  being  probably  the  same  whom  Arthur  had 
represented  during  his  escape  from  La  Ferette,  took  chaige,  at 
his  master's  command,  of  the  baggage-horse  of  the  Englishman ; 
and  crossing  himself,  with  a  humble  inclination  of  his  head,  as 
the  priest  passed  him,  he  fell  into  the  rear,  and  seemed  to  pass 
the  time,  like  the  false  brother  Bartholomew,  in  telling  his 
beads,  with  an  earnestness  which  had  perhaps  more  of  affected 
than  of  real  piety.  Theblackpriestof  St.  Paul's,  to  judge  by  the 
glance  which  he  cast  upon  his  novice,  seemed  to  disdain  the 
formality  of  the  young  man's  devotion.  He  rode  upon  a  strong 
black  horse,  more  like  a  warrior's  charger  than  the  ambling 
palfrey  of  a  priest^  and  the  manner  in  whidi  he  managed  him 
was  entirely  devoid  of  awkwardness  and  timidity.  His  pride, 
whatever  was  its  character,  was  not  certainly  of  a  kind  alto- 
gether professional,  but  had  its  origin  in  other  swelling  thoughts 
which  arose  in  his  mind,  to  mingle  with  and  enhance  the  self- 
consequence  of  a  powerful  ecclesiastic. 

As  Philipson  looked  on  his  companion  from  time  to  time, 
his  scrutinising  glance  was  returned  by  a  haughty  smile,  which 
seemed  to  say,  'You  may  gase  on  my  form  and  features,  but 
you  cannot  penetrate  my  mystery.' 

The  looks  of  Philipson,  which  were  never  known  to  sink 
before  mortal  man,  seemed  to  retort,  with  equal  haughtiness, 
'Nor  shall  you,  proud  priest,  know  that  you  are  now  in  com- 
pany with  one  whose  secret  is  far  more  important  than  thine 
own  can  be.' 

At  length  the  priest  made  some  advance  towards  conver- 
sation, by  allusion  to  the  footing  upon  which,  by  a  mutual 
understanding,  they  seemed  to  have  placed  their  intercourse. 

'We  travel  then,'  he  said,  'like  two  powerful  enchanters, 
each  conscious  of  his  own  high  and  secret  purpose,  each  in  his 
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own  obariot  of  oloudfli  and  neither  imparting  to  his  companion 
the  direction  or  purpose  of  his  journey.' 

'Excuse  me,  father/  answered  Philipson;  <I  have  neither 
asked  your  purpose  nor  concealed  my  own,  so  far  aa  it  concerns 
you.  I  repeat,  I  am  bound  to  the  presence  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  and  my  object,  like  that  of  any  other  merchant,  is 
to  dispose  of  my  wares  to  advantage.' 

'  Doubtless,  it  would  seem  so,'  said  the  black  priest,  '  from 
the  extreme  attention  to  your  merchandise  which  you  showed 
not  above  half  an  hour  since,  when  you  knew  not  whether  your 
bales  had  crossed  the  river  with  your  son  or  were  remaining 
in  your  own  charge.  Are  English  merchants  usually  so  in- 
different to  the  sources  of  their  traffic  ? ' 

'When  their  lives  are  in  danger,'  said  Philipson,  'they  aie 
sometimes  negligent  of  their  fortune.' 

'  It  is  well,'  replied  the  priest,  and  again  resumed  his  solitary 
musings,  until  another  half-hour's  tiaveUing  brought  them  to 
a  dofrffy  or  village,  which  the  black  priest  informed  Philipson 
was  tihat  where  he  proposed  to  stop  for  the  night. 

'  The  novice,'  he  said,  '  will  show  you  the  inn,  which  is  of 
good  reputation,  and  where  you  may  lodge  with  safety.  Forme, 
I  have  to  visit  a  penitent  in  this  village,  who  desires  my  ghostly 
offices  y  perhaps  I  may  see  you  again  tibis  evening,  perhaps  not 
till  the  next  morning  \  at  any  rate,  adieu  for  the  present.' 

So  saying,  the  priest  stopped  his  horse,  while  the  novice, 
coming  dose  up  to  Philipscm's  side,  conducted  him  onward 
through  the  narrow  street  of  the  village,  whilst  the  windows 
exhibited  here  and  there  a  twinkling  gleam,  announcing  that 
the  hour  of  darkness  was  arrived.  Finally,  he  led  the  English- 
man through  an  archway  into  a  sort  of  courtyard,  where  there 
stood  a  car  or  two  of  a  particular  shape,  used  occasionally  by 
women  when  they  travel,  and  some  other  vehicles  of  the  same 
kind.  Here  the  young  man  threw  himself  from  the  sumpter- 
horse,  and,  placing  the  rein  in  Philipson's  hand,  disappeared 
in  the  increasing  darkness,  after  pointing  to  a  large  but  dilapi- 
dated building,  along  the  front  of  which  not  a  spark  of  light 
was  to  be  discovered  from  any  of  the  narrow  and  numerous 
windows  which  were  dimly  visible  in  the  twilight. 


CHAPTER  XIX 

Isi  Garrier,  Wliat,  ostler ! — a  plagae  on  thee,  hast  nerer  an  eye  in  thy 
bead  f  Oanat  thon  not  hear  f  An  'twere  not  aa  good  a  deed  aa  dzink  to 
break  the  pate  of  thee,  I  am  a  veiy  TiUaan.  Come,  and  be  hanged.  Hast 
thou  no  faith  in  thee  f 

OadahiU,  I  pray  thee,  lend  me  thy  lantern,  to  see  my  gelding  in  the 
stable. 

2d  Carrier.  Nay,  soft,  I  pray  ^oa — I  know  a  trick  worth  two  of  that. 

(jfadihiU,  I  priuiee  lend  me  tmne. 

Sd  Carrier,  Ay,  when  f  Canst  tell  t  Lend  thee  my  lantern,  qnotha  f 
Many,  I'll  see  thee  hanged  first. 

RenrylF. 

Tn  Booial  spirit  peouliar  to  the  Frenoh  nation  had  alieady 
introduoed  into  the  inns  of  that  oountiy  the  gay  and  cheerful 
character  of  welcome  upon  which  ErasmuB,  at  a  later  period, 
dwells  with  strong  emphasis,  as  a  contrast  to  the  saturnine  and 
sullen  reception  which  strangers  were  apt  to  meet  with  at  a 
German  caiavansenu  Philipson  was,  therefore^  in  expectation 
of  being  receiyed  by  the  busy,  dvil,  and  talkatiye  host — ^by 
the  hostess  and  her  daughter,  all  softness,  coquetry,  and  glee 
— the  smiUng  and  supple  waiter — the  officious  and  dimpled 
chambermaid.  The  better  inns  in  Fiance  boaat  also  separate 
rooms,  where  strangers  could  change  or  put  in  order  their 
dress,  where  they  might  sleep  without  company  in  their  bed- 
room, and  where  they  could  deposit  their  ba^^age  in  privacy 
and  safety.  But  all  these  luxuries  were  as  yet  unknown  in 
(Germany ;  and  in  Alsace,  where  the  scene  now  lies^  aa  weU  as 
in  the  otiier  dependencies  of  the  Empire^  they  regarded  as 
effeminacy  everything  beyond  such  provisions  as  were  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  travellers ;  and  even 
these  were  coarse  and  indifferent^  and,  excepting  in  the  article 
of  wine,  sparingly  ministered. 

The  Englishman,  finding  that  no  one  appeared  at  the  gate, 
b^gan  to  make  his  presence  known  by  calling  aloud,  and  finally 
by  alighting,  and  smiting  with  all  his  might  on  the  doors  dt 
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the  hofiteliy  for  a  long  time,  without  attracting  the  least  at- 
tention. At  length  the  head  of  a  grizsled  servitor  was  thrust 
out  at  a  small  window,  who,  in  a  Yoioe  which  sounded  like 
that  of  one  displeased  at  the  interruption,  rather  than  hopeful 
of  advantage  £rom  the  arrival  of  a  guests  demanded  what  he 
wanted. 

*  Is  this  an  inn  t '  replied  Philipson. 

^  Yes,'  bluntly  replied  the  domestic,  and  was  about  to  with- 
draw from  the  window,  when  the  traveller  added — 
'And  if  it  be,  can  I  have  lodgings!' 
<Tou  maj  come  in,'  was  the  short  and  dry  answer. 

*  Send  some  one  to  take  the  horses,'  replied  Philipson. 

*  No  one  is  at  leisure,'  replied  this  most  repulsive  of  waiters; 
'you  must  litter  down  your  horses  yourself,  in  the  way  that 
l&es  you  best' 

'Where  is  the  stable?'  said  the  merchant,  whose  prudence 
and  temper  were  scarce  proof  against  this  Dutch  phlegm. 

The  fellow,  who  seemed  as  sparing  of  his  words  as  if,  like 
the  princess  in  the  foiry  tale,  he  had  dropped  ducats  with  each 
of  them,  only  pointed  to  a  door  in  an  outer  building,  more 
resembling  that  of  a  cellar  than  of  a  stable,  and,  as  if  weary  of 
the  conference,  drew  in  his  head,  and  shut  the  window  sharply 
against  the  guests  as  he  would  against  an  importunate  beggar. 

Cursing  the  spirit  of  independence  which  left  a  traveUer  to 
his  own  resources  and  exertions,  Philipson,  making  a  virtue  of 
necessily,  led  the  two  nags  towards  the  door  pointed  out  as 
that  of  the  stable,  and  was  rejoiced  at  heart  to  see  light  glim- 
mering through  its  chinks.  He  entered  with  his  chaige  into 
a  place  very  like  the  dungeon  vault  of  an  ancient  casUe,  rudely 
fiUed  up  with  scnne  racks  and  mangers.  It  was  of  considerable 
extent  in  point  of  length,  and  at  the  lower  end  two  or  three 
persons  were  engaged  in  tying  up  their  horses,  dressing  them, 
and  dispensing  tiiem  their  provender. 

This  last  article  was  delivered  by  the  ostler,  a  very  old  lame 
man,  who  neither  put  his  hand  to  wisp  or  curry-comb^  but  sat 
weighing  forth  hay  by  the  pound,  and  counting  out  com,  as  it 
seemed,  by  the  grain,  so  anxiously  did  he  bend  over  his  task, 

5r  the  aid  of  a  blinking  light  indosed  within  a  horn  lantern, 
e  did  not  even  turn  his  head  at  the  noise  which  the  English- 
man made  on  entering  the  place  with  two  additional  horses, 
far  less  did  he  seem  disposed  to  ^ve  himself  the  least  trouble, 
or  the  stranger  the  smidlest  asedstance. 

In  respect  of  cleanliness,  the  stable  of  Augeas  bore  no  small 
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reaembknoe  to  that  of  this  Alaatian  dofrff^  and  it  would  have 
been  an  exploit  worthy  of  Heroules  to  have  restored  it  to  suoh 
a  state  of  cleanliness  as  would  hare  made  it  barely  decent  in 
the  eyes,  and  tolerable  to  the  nostrils,  of  the  punctilious  Eng- 
lishman. But  this  was  a  matter  which  disgusted  Philipson 
himself  much  more  than  those  of  his  party  which  were  princi- 
pally concerned.  They,  videlicet  the  two  horses,  seeming  per- 
fectly to  understand  that  the  rule  of  the  place  was  '  first  come, 
first  served,'  hastened  to  occupy  the  empty  stalls  which  hap- 
pened to  be  nearest  to  them.  In  this  one  of  them  at  least  was 
disappointed,  being  received  by  a  groom  with  a  blow  across  the 
face  with  a  switch. 

'Take  that,'  said  the  fellow,  'for  forcing  thyself  into  the 
place  taken  up  for  the  horses  of  the  Baron  of  Randelsheim.' 

Never  in  the  course  of  his  life  had  the  English  merchant 
more  pain  to  retain  possession  of  his  temper  than  at  that 
moment.  Reflecting,  however,  on  the  discredit  of  quarrelling 
with  such  a  man  in  such  a  cause,  he  contented  himself  with 
placing  the  animal,  thus  repulsed  horn  the  stall  he  had  chosen, 
into  one  next  to  that  of  his  companion,  to  which  no  one  seemed 
to  lay  claim. 

The  merchant  ihen.  proceeded,  notwithstanding  the  fatigue 
of  the  day,  to  pay  all  that  attention  to  the  mute  companions 
of  his  journey  which  they  deserve  from  every  traveller  who 
has  any  share  of  prudence,  to  say  nothing  of  humanity.  The 
unusual  degree  of  trouble  which  Philipson  took  to  arrange  his 
horses,  although  his  dress,  and  much  more  his  demeanour, 
seemed  to  place  him  above  this  species  of  servile  labour, 
appeared  to  make  an  impression  even  upon  the  iron  insensi- 
bility of  the  old  ostler  himself.  He  showed  some  alacrity  in 
furnishing  the  traveller,  who  knew  the  business  of  a  groom  so 
well,  with  com,  straw,  and  hay,  though  in  small  quantity,  and 
at  exorbitant  rates,  which  were  instantly  to  be  paid ;  nay,  he 
even  went  as  far  as  the  door  of  the  stable,  that  he  might  point 
across  the  court  to  the  well,  from  which  Philipson  was  obliged 
to  fetch  water  with  his  own  hands.  The  duties  of  the  stable 
being  finished,  the  merchant  concluded  that  he  had  gained  such 
an  interest  with  the  grim  master  of  the  horse  as  to  learn  of 
him  whether  he  might  leave  his  bales  safely  in  the  stable. 

'You  may  leave  them  if  you  will,'  said  the  ostler;  'but 
touching  their  safety  you  will  do  much  more  wisely  if  you  take 
them  with  you,  and  give  no  temptation  to  any  one  by  sufiering 
them  to  pass  from  under  your  own  eyes.' 


ANNE  OF  QEIEBSTEIN  286 

So  saying,  the  man  of  oats  dosed  his  oracular  jaws,  nor  could 
he  be  prevailed  upon  to  unlock  them  again  bj  any  inquiry 
which  his  customer  could  devise. 

In  the  course  of  this  cold  and  comfortless  reception,  Philip- 
son  recollected  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  character  of  a 
prudent  and  wary  trader,  which  he  had  foigotten  once  before 
in  the  course  of  the  day;  and,  imitating  what  he  saw  the 
others  do,  who  had  been,  like  himself,  engaged  in  taking  chaige 
of  their  horses,  he  took  up  his  baggage  and  removed  himself 
and  his  property  to  the  inn.  Here  he  was  suffered  to  enter, 
rather  than  admitted,  into  the  general  or  public  stube,  or  room 
of  entertainment,  which,  like  the  ark  of  the  patriarch,  received 
all  ranks  without  distinction,  whether  dean  or  unclean. 

The  ttube  of  a  German  inn  derived  its  name  from  the  great 
hypocaust,  or  stove,  which  is  always  strongly  heated  to  secure 
the  warmth  of  the  apartment  in  which  it  is  placed.  There 
travellers  of  every  age  and  description  assembled ;  there  their 
upper  garments  were  indiscriminately  hung  up  around  the 
stove  to  dry  or  to  air ;  and  the  guests  themsdves  were  seen 
employed  in  various  acts  of  ablution  or  personal  arrangement, 
which  are  generally,  in  modem  times,  referred  to  the  privacy 
of  the  dressing-room. 

The  more  refined  feelings  of  the  Englishman  were  disgusted 
with  this  scene,  and  he  was  reluctant  to  mingle  in  it.  For  this 
reason  he  inquired  for  the  private  retreat  of  the  landlord  him- 
self, trusting  that,  by  some  of  the  aiguments  powerful  among 
his  tribe,  he  might  obtain  separate  quarters  ftom  the  crowd, 
and  a  morsel  of  food  to  be  eaten  in  private.  A  grey-haired 
Ganymede,  to  whom  he  put  the  question  where  the  landlord 
was,  indicated  a  receas  behind  the  huge  stove,  where,  veiling 
his  glory  in  a  very  dark  and  extremely  hot  comer,  it  pleased 
the  great  man  to  obscure  himself  from  vulgar  gasse.  There 
was  something  remarkable  about  this  person.  Short,  stout> 
bandy-legged,  and  consequential,  he  was  in  these  respects  like 
many  brethren  of  the  profession  in  all  countries.  But  the 
countenance  of  the  man,  and  still  more  his  manners,  differed 
more  from  the  merry  host  of  France  or  England  than  even 
the  experienced  Philipson  was  prepared  to  expect.  He  knew 
German  customs  too  wdl  to  expect  the  suppliant  and  service- 
able qualities  of  the  master  of  a  French  inn,  or  even  the  more 
blunt  and  frank  manners  of  an  English  landlord.  But  sudi 
German  innkeepers  as  he  had  yet  seen,  though  indeed  arbitrary 
and  peremptory  in  their  country  fashions,  yet^  being  humoured 
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in  these,  they,  like  tjnnta  in  their  houn  of  rehization,  dealt 
kindly  with  tlie  guests  over  whom  their  sway  extended,  and 
mitigated,  by  jest  and  jollity,  the  harshness  of  their  absolute 
power.  But  this  man's  brow  was  like  a  tngio  volume,  in 
which  you  were  as  unlikely  to  find  anything  of  jest  or  amuse- 
ment as  in  a  hermit's  breviary.  His  answers  were  short,  sudden 
[sullen],  and  repulsive,  and  the  air  and  manner  with  which  they 
were  delivered  was  as  surly  as  their  tenor,  which  will  appear 
from  the  following  dialogue  betwixt  him  and  his  guest : — 

'Good  host^'  said  PUlipson,  in  the  nuldest  tone  he  could 
assume,  '  I  am  fatigued,  and  for  from  well — may  I  request  to 
have  a  separate  apartment,  a  cup  of  wine,  and  a  morsel  of  food 
in  my  private  chiunbert' 

'  You  may,'  answered  the  landlord,  but  with  a  look  strangely 
at  variance  with  the  apparent  acquiescence  which  his  words 
naturally  implied. 

'Let  me  have  such  accoomiodation,  then,  with  your  earliest 
convenience.' 

'Soft  1 '  replied  the  innkeeper.  ' I  have  said  that  you  mi^ 
request  these  things,  but  not  that  I  would  grant  them.  If 
you  would  insist  on  being  served  differently  from  others,  it 
must  be  at  another  inn  thim  mine.' 

'  Well,  then,'  said  the  traveller,  '  I  will  shift  without  supper 
for  a  night — ^nay,  more,  I  will  be  content  to  pay  for  a  supper 
which  I  do  not  eat — if  you  will  cause  me  to  be  accommodated 
with  a  private  apartment  ? ' 

'  Siguier  traveller,'  said  the  innkeeper,  '  every  one  here  must 
be  accommodated  as  well  as  you,  since  all  pay  alike.  Whoso 
comes  to  this  house  of  entertainment  must  eat  as  others  eat» 
drink  as  others  drink,  sit  at  table  with  the  rest  of  my  guests, 
and  go  to  bed  when  the  company  have  done  drinking.' 

'All  this,'  said  Philipson,  humbling  himself  where  anger 
would  have  been  ridiculous,  'is  highly  reascmable ;  and  I  do 
not  oppose  myself  to  your  laws  or  customs.  But,'  added  he, 
taking  his  purse  from  his  girdle,  'sickness  craves  some  privi- 
lege ;  and  when  the  patient  is  willing  to  pay  for  it,  methinks 
the  rigour  of  your  laws  may  admit  of  some  mitigation  ? ' 

'I  keep  an  inn,  signior,  and  not  an  hospital  If  you  remain 
here,  you  shall  be  served  with  the  same  attention  as  others ; 
if  you  are  not  willing  to  do  as  others  do,  leave  my  house  and 
seek  another  inn.' 

On  receiving  this  decisive  rebuff  Philipson  gave  up  the  con- 
test, and  retired  from  the  scmetvm  tanetorum  df  his  ungracious 
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hoBt,  to  airait  the  alrival  of  sapper,  penned  up  like  a  bullock 
in  a  pound,  amongst  the  crowded  inhabitants  of  the  ttvbe. 
Some  of  these,  exhausted  by  fatigue,  snored  away  the  interval 
between  their  own  arrival  and  that  of  the  expected  repast; 
others  conversed  together  on  the  news  of  the  country ;  and 
others  again  played  at  dice,  or  such  games  as  might  serve  to 
consume  the  time.  The  company  were  of  various  ranks,  from 
those  who  were  apparently  wealthy  and  well-appointed  to 
some  whose  gannents  and  manners  indicated  that  they  were 
but  just  beyond  the  grasp  of  poverty. 

A  begging  friar,  a  man  apparently  of  a  gay  and  pleasant 
temper,  approached  Philipson,  and  engaged  hun  in  conversa- 
tion. The  Englishman  was  well  enough  acquainted  with  the 
world  to  be  aware  that  whatever  of  his  character  and  purpose 
it  was  desirable  to  conceal  would  be  best  hidden  under  a 
sociable  and  open  demeanour.  He,  therefore,  received  the 
friar's  approaches  graciously,  and  conversed  with  him  upon  the 
state  of  Lorraine,  and  the  interest  which  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy's attempt  to  seize  that  fief  into  his  own  hands  was  likely 
to  create  both  in  France  and  Germany.  On  these  subjects, 
satisfied  with  hearing  his  fellow-traveller's  sentiments,  Philip- 
son  expressed  no  opinion  of  his  own,  but,  after  receiving  sudi 
inteUigence  as  the  friar  chose  to  communicate,  preferred  rather 
to  talk  upon  the  geography  of  the  country,  the  facilities 
afforded  to  commerce,  and  the  rules  which  obstructed  or 
favoured  trade. 

While  he  was  thus  engaged  in  the  conversation  which 
seemed  most  to  belong  to  his  profession,  the  landlord  suddenly 
entered  the  room,  and,  mountiog  on  the  head  of  an  old  barrel, 
glanced  his  eye  slowly  and  steadily  round  the  crowded  apart- 
ment, and  when  he  had  completed  his  survey,  pronounced  in  a 
decisive  tone  the  double  command — '  Shut  the  gates.  Spread 
the  table.' 

'The  Baron  St.  Antonio  be  praised,'  said  the  friar,  'our 
landlord  has  given  up  hope  of  any  more  guests  to-night^  until 
which  blessed  time  we  might  have  starved  for  want  of  food 
before  he  had  relieved  us.  Ay,  here  comes  the  cloth ;  the  old 
gates  of  the  courtyard  are  now  bolted  fast  enough,  and  when 
Jan  Mengs  has  once  said,  "  Shut  the  gates,"  the  stranger  may 
knock  on  the  outside  as  he  will,  but  we  may  rest  assured  that 
it  shall  not  be  opened  to  him.' 

<  Meinherr  Mengs  maintains  strict  discipline  in  his  house,' 
said  the  Englishman. 
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'  Ab  abaolute  as  the  Duke  of  Buigandy/  aiuwerad  the  friar. 
*  After  ten  o'dook,  no  admittanoe:  the  "seek  another  inn," 
which  is  before  that  a  conditional  hint,  becomes^  after  the 
dock  has  stmck  and  the  watchmen  haye  begun  their  roundsi 
an  abaolute  order  of  exclusion.  He  that  is  without  remains 
without)  and  he  that  is  within  musti  in  like  manner,  continue 
there  until  the  gates  open  at  break  of  day.  Till  then  the 
house  is  almost  like  a  beleaguered  citadel,  John  Mengs  its 
seneschal ' 

'And  we  its  captiyes,  good  father,'  said  Philipscxi.  'Well, 
content  am  I ;  a  wise  trayeller  must  submit  to  Uie  control  of 
the  leaders  of  the  people  when  he  trayels,  and  I  hope  a  goodly 
fat  potentate  like  John  Mengs  will  be  as  clement  as  his  station 
and  dignity  admit  of.' 

WhUe  they  were  talking  in  this  manner,  the  aged  waiter, 
with  many  a  weaiy  sigh  and  many  a  groan,  had  drawn  out 
certain  boards  by  which  a  table  that  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
ihibe  had  the  capacity  of  being  extended,  so  as  to  contain  the 
company  present^  and  coyered  it  with  a  doth,  which  was 
neither  distinguished  by  extreme  cleanliness  nor  fineness  of 
texture.  On  this  table,  when  it  had  been  accommodated  to 
receiye  the  neoessaiy  number  of  guests,  a  wooden  trencher  and 
spoon,  together  with  a  glass  drinking^up,  were  placed  before 
each,  he  being  expected  to  serye  himself  with  his  own  knife  for 
the  other  purposes  of  the  table.  As  for  forks,  they  were 
unknown  until  a  mudi  later  period,  all  the  Europeans  of  that 
day  making  the  same  use  of  ibe  fingers  to  select  their  morsels 
and  transport  them  to  the  mouth  which  the  Asiatics  now 
practise. 

The  board  was  no  sooner  arranged  than  the  hungry  guests 
hastened  to  occupy  their  seats  around  it ;  for  which  purpose 
the  sleepers  were  awakened,  the  dicers  resigned  their  game,  and 
the  idlers  and  politicians  broke  off  their  sage  debates,  in  order 
to  secure  their  station  at  the  supper-table,  and  be  ready  to 
perform  their  part  in  the  interesting  solemnity  which  seemed 
about  to  take  place.  But  there  is  much  between  the  cup  and 
the  lip,  and  not  less  sometimes  between  the  coyering  of  a  table 
and  the  placing  food  upon  it.  The  guests  sat  in  order,  each 
with  his  knife  drawn,  already  menacing  the  yictuals  whidi 
were  still  subject  to  the  operations  of  the  cook.  They  had 
waited  with  yarious  degrees  of  patience  for  full  half  an  hour, 
when  at  length  the  old  attendant  before  mentioned  entered 
with  a  pitcher  of  thin  Moselle  wine,  so  light  and  so  sharp- 
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tailed,  that  Philipaon  put  down  his  cap  with  every  tooth  in 
his  head  set  on  edge  by  the  dender  portion  which  he  had 
swallowed.  The  landlord,  John  Mengs,  who  had  assumed  a 
seat  somewhat  elevated  at  the  head  of  the  table,  did  not  omit 
to  observe  this  mark  of  insubordination,  and  to  animadvert 
upon  it. 

'The  wine  likes  you  not,  I  think,  my  master t'  said  he  to 
the  English  merchant. 

'  For  wine,  no,'  answered  Philipson ;  '  but  could  I  see  any- 
thing requiring  such  sauce,  I  have  seldom  seen  better  vinegar.' 

Tiaa  jest,  though  uttered  in  the  most  calm  and  composed 
manner,  seemed  to  drive  the  innkeeper  to  f uty. 

'Who  are  you,'  he  exclaimed,  'for  a  foreign  pedlar,  that 
ventures  to  quarrel  with  my  wine,  which  has  been  approved  of 
by  so  many  princes,  dukes,  reigning  dukes,  graves,  rhinegraves, 
counts,  borons,  and  knights  <rf  the  Empire,  whose  shoes  you 
are  altogether  unworthy  even  to  clean  t  Was  it  not  of  this 
wine  that  the  Count  Pidatine  of  Nimmersatt  drank  six  quarts 
before  he  ever  rose  from  the  blessed  chair  in  which  I  now  dtt' 

'I  doubt  it  not,  mine  host,'  said  Philipson;  'nor  should  I 
think  of  scandalising  the  sobriety  of  your  honourable  guest, 
even  if  he  had  drunken  twice  the  quantity.' 

'Silence,  thou  malicious  railer!'  said  the  host;  'and  let 
instant  apology  be  made  to  me  and  the  wine  which  you  have 
calumniated,  or  I  will  instantly  command  the  supper  to  be 
postponed  till  midnight.' 

Here  there  was  a  general  alarm  among  the  guests,  aU  abjur- 
ing any  part  in  the  censures  of  Philipson,  and  most  of  them 
proposing  that  John  Mengs  should  avenge  himself  on  the  actual 
culprit  by  turning  him  instantly  out  of  doors,  rather  than  in- 
volve so  many  innocent  and  famished  persons  in  the  conse- 
quences of  his  guUt.  The  wine  they  pronounced  excellent; 
some  two  or  three  even  drank  their  glass  out  to  make  their 
words  good ;  and  they  all  offered,  if  not  with  lives  and  fortunes, 
at  least  with  hands  and  feet,  to  support  the  ban  of  the  house 
against  the  contumacioas  Englishman.  While  petition  and 
remonstrance  were  assailing  John  Mengs  on  every  side,  the 
friar,  like  a  wise  counsellor  and  a  trusty  friend,  endeavoured 
to  end  the  feud  by  advising  Philipson  to  submit  to  the  host's 
sovereignty. 

'  Humble  thyself,  my  sou,'  he  said :  '  bend  the  stubbornness 
of  thy  heart  before  the  great  lord  of  the  spigot  and  butt.  I 
speak  for  the  sake  of  others  as  well  as  my  own ;  for  Heaven 
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alone  knows  how  muoh  longer  they  or  I  oan  endure  this  ex- 
tenuating fast  1 ' 

'Worthy  guests,'  said  Philipson,  <I  am  grieved  to  have 
o£fonded  our  respected  host,  and  am  so  far  from  objecting  to 
the  wine,  that  I  will  pay  for  a  double  flagon  of  it|  to  be  served 
all  round  to  this  honourable  company — so^  only,  they  do  not 
ask  me  to  share  of  it' 

These  last  words  were  spoken  aside;  but  the  Englishman 
could  not  fail  to  perceive,  from  the  wry  mouths  of  some  of  the 
partv  who  were  possessed  of  a  nicer  palate,  that  they  were  as 
mucik  afraid  as  himself  of  a  repetition  of  the  add  potation. 

The  friar  next  addressed  the  company  with  a  proposal  that 
the  foreign  merchant^  instead  of  being  amerced  in  a  meaauro 
of  the  liquor  which  he  had  scandalised,  should  be  mulcted  in 
an  equal  quantity  of  the  mora  generous  wines  which  wece 
usually  produced  after  the  repast  had  been  concluded.  In  this 
mine  hosti  as  well  as  the  guests,  found  their  advantage ;  and, 
as  Philipson  made  no  objection,  the  proposal  was  unanimously 
adopted,  and  John  Mengs  gave,  from  his  seat  oi  dignity,  the 
signal  for  supper  to  be  served. 

The  long-expected  meal  appeared,  and  there  was  twice  as 
much  time  employed  in  consuming  as  there  had  been  in  ex- 
pecting it  The  articles  of  which  the  supper  consisted,  as  well 
as  the  mode  of  serving  them  up,  were  as  much  calculated  to 
try  the  patience  of  the  company  as  the  delay  which  had  pre- 
ceded its  appearance.  Messes  of  broth  and  v^;etables  followed 
in  succession,  with  platters  of  meat  sodden  and  roasted^  of 
which  each  in  its  torn  took  a  formal  course  around  the  ample 
table,  and  was  specially  subjected  to  every  one  in  rotation. 
Black  puddings,  hung  beef,  dried  fish,  also  made  the  circuity 
with  various  condiments,  called  botaigo,  caviare,  and  similar 
names,  composed  of  the  roes  of  fish  mixed  with  spices,  and  the 
like  preparations,  calculated  to  awaken  thirst  and  encourage 
deep  drinking.  Flagons  of  wine  accompanied  these  stimulating 
dainties.  The  liquor  was  so  superior  in  flavour  and  strength 
to  the  ordinary  wine  which  had  awakened  so  much  controversy, 
that  it  might  be  objected  to  on  the  opposite  account,  being  bo 
heady,  fiery,  and  strong  that,  in  spite  of  the  robufis  which  his 
criticism  had  already  procured,  Philipson  ventured  to  ask  for 
some  cold  water  to  allay  it. 

'  You  are  too  difficidt  to  please,  sir  guest,'  replied  the  land- 
lord, again  bending  upon  the  Englishman  a  stem  and  ofifonded 
brow  ;  'if  you  find  the  wine  too  strong  in  my  house,  the  secret 
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to  allaj  its  strength  is  to  drink  the  less.  It  is  indi£ferent  to 
us  whether  you  drink  or  not,  so  you  pay  the  reckoning  of  those 
good  fellows  who  do.'    And  he  laughed  a  gruff  laugh. 

Philipson  was  ahout  to  reply,  but  the  friar,  retaining  his 
character  of  mediator,  plucked  him  by  the  cloak,  and  entreated 
him  to  forbear.  '  You  do  not  understand  the  ways  of  the  place,' 
said  he :  '  it  is  not  here  as  in  the  hostelries  of  England  and 
France,  where  each  guest  calls  for  what  he  desires  for  his  own 
use,  and  where  he  pays  for  what  he  has  required,  and  for  no 
more.  Here  we  proceed  on  a  broad  principle  of  equality  and 
fraternity.  No  one  asks  for  anything  in  particular;  but  such 
provisions  as  the  host  thinks  sufficient  are  set  down  before  all 
indiscriminately ;  and  as  with  the  feast,  so  is  it  with  the  reckon- 
ing. All  pay  their  proportions  alike,  without  reference  to  the 
quantity  (tf  wine  which  one  may  have  swallowed  more  than 
another;  and  thus  the  sick  and  infirm,  nay,  the  female  and 
the  child,  pay  the  same  as  the  hungiy  peasant  and  strolling 
lansknecht.' 

'  It  seems  an  unequal  custom,'  said  Philipson ;  '  but  travellers 
are  not  to  judge.  So  that,  when  a  reckoning  is  called,  every 
one,  I  am  to  understand,  pays  alike?' 

'Such  is  the  rule,'  said  the  friar — 'excepting,  perhaps,  some 
poor  brother  of  our  own  order,  whom  Our  Lady  and  St.  Francis 
send  into  such  a  scene  as  this  that  good  Christians  may  bestow 
their  alms  upon  him,  and  so  make  a  step  on  their  road  to 
Heaven.' 

The  first  words  of  this  speech  were  spoken  in  the  open  and 
independent  tone  in  which  the  friar  had  begun  the  conversa- 
tion ;  the  last  sentence  died  away  into  the  professional  whine 
of  mendicity  proper  to  the  convent,  and  at  once  apprised  Philip- 
son at  what  price  he  was  to  pay  for  the  friar's  counsel  and 
mediation.  Having  thus  explained  the  custom  of  the  country, 
good  Father  Qratian  turned  to  illustrate  it  by  his  example,  and, 
having  no  objection  to  the  new  service  of  wine  on  account 
of  its  strength,  he  seemed  well  disposed  to  signalise  himself 
amongst  some  stout  topers,  who^  by  drinking  deeply,  appeared 
determined  to  have  full  pennyworths  for  their  share  of  the 
reckoning.  The  good  wine  gntdually  did  its  office,  and  even 
the  host  relaxed  his  sullen  and  grim  features,  and  smiled  to 
see  the  kindling  flame  of  hilarity  catch  from  one  to  another, 
and  at  length  embrace  almost  all  the  numerous  guests  at  the 
table  dhdte^  except  a  few  who  were  too  temperate  to  partake 
deeply  of  the  wine,  or  too  fastidious  to  enter  into  the  discus- 
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sions  to  whioh  it  gaye  rise.  On  these  the  hoet  caati  fiom  time 
to  time,  a  sullen  and  displeased  eye. 

Philipson,  who  was  reserved  and  silent,  both  in  oonaequenoe 
of  his  abstinence  from  the  wine-pot  and  his  unwillingness  to 
mix  in  oonversation  with  strangers,  was  looked  upon  by  the 
landlord  as  a  defaulter  in  both  particulars ;  and  as  he  aroused 
his  own  sluggish  nature  with  the  fiery  wine,  Mengs  b^;an  to 
throw  out  obscure  hints  about  kill-joy,  nuuNxnnpany,  spoil- 
sport, and  such-like  epithets,  which  were  plainly  directed 
against  the  Englishman.  Philipson  replied,  with  the  utmost 
equanimity,  that  he  was  perfectly  sensible  that  his  spirits  did 
not  at  this  moment  render  him  an  agreeable  member  of  a  merry 
company,  aod  that,  with  the  leave  5t  those  present^  he  would 
withdraw  to  his  sleeping-apartment,  and  wish  them  all  a  good 
evening,  and  continuance  to  their  mirth. 

But  this  very  reasonable  proposal,  as  it  might  have  else- 
where seemed,  contained  in  it  treason  against  the  laws  of 
German  compotation. 

'  Who  are  you,'  said  John  Mengs, '  who  presume  to  leave  the 
table  before  the  reckoning  is  called  and  settled  t  SappermeiU 
der  Teufel  I  we  are  not  men  upon  whom  such  an  ofifonce  is  to  be 
put  with  impunity.  Tou  may  exhibit  your  polite  pranks  in 
Ram's  Alley  if  you  will,  or  in  Eastcheap^  or  in  Smithfield ;  but 
it  shall  not  be  in  John  Mengs's  Golden  Fleece,  nor  will  I  sufier 
one  guest  to  go  to  bed  to  blink  out  of  the  reckoning,  and  so 
cheat  me  and  all  the  rest  of  my  company.' 

Philipson  looked  round  to  gather  the  sentiments  of  the  com- 
pany, but  saw  no  encouragement  to  appeal  to  their  judgment. 
Indeed,  many  of  them  had  little  judgment  left  to  appeal  to, 
and  those  who  paid  any  attention  to  the  matter  at  dl  were 
some  quiet  old  soakers,  who  were  already  beginning  to  think  of 
the  reckoning,  and  were  disposed  to  agree  with  the  host  in 
considering  the  English  merchant  as  a  flindher,  who  was  deter- 
mined to  evade  payment  of  what  might  be  drunk  after  he  left 
the  room ;  so  that  John  Mengs  received  the  applause  of  the 
whole  company  when  he  concluded  his  triumphant  denunciation 
against  Philipson. 

'Tes,sir,  you  may  withdraw  if  you  please;  hnt^PataMemmUl 
it  shall  not  be  for  this  time  to  seek  for  another  inn,  but  to  the 
courtyard  shall  you  go^  and  no  further,  there  to  make  your 
bed  upon  the  stable  litter ;  and  good  enough  for  the  man  that 
will  needs  be  the  first  to  break  up  good  company.' 

<It  is  well  said,  my  jovial  host,'  said  a  rich  trader  from 
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Ratisbon;  'and  here  are  some  six  of  tis,  more  or  less,  who 
will  stand  by  you  to  maintain  the  good  old  customs  of  Ger- 
many, and  the — ^mnph — ^laudable  and — and  praiseworthy  roles 
of  the  Golden  Fleece.' 

'  Nay,  be  not  angry,  sir,'  said  Philipson ;  '  yourself  and  your 
three  companions,  whom  the  good  wine  has  multiplied  into  six, 
shall  have  your  own  way  of  ordering  the  matter ;  and  since  you 
will  not  permit  me  to  go  to  bed,  I  trust  that  you  will  take  no 
offence  if  I  fall  asleep  in  my  chair.' 

'How  say  yout  what  think  you,  mine  hostt'  said  the 
citizen  from  Ratisbon;  'may  the  gentleman,  being  drunk,  as 
you  see  he  is,  since  he  cannot  tell  that  thi^  and  one  make 
six — I  say,  may  he,  being  drunk,  sleep  in  the  elbow-chair  t' 

This  question  introduced  a  contradiction  on  the  part  of  the 
hoBtf  who  contended  that  three  and  one  made  four,  not  six; 
and  this  again  produced  a  retort  from  the  Ratisbon  trader. 
Other  clamours  rose  at  the  same  time,  and  were  at  length  with 
difficulty  silenced  by  the  stanzas  of  a  chorus  song  of  mirth  and 
good  fellowship,  which  the  friar,  now  become  somewhat  oblivious 
of  the  rule  of  St.  Francis,  thundered  forth  with  better  good-will 
than  he  ever  sung  a  canticle  of  King  Dayid.  Under  cover  of 
this  tumult,  Philipson  drew  himself  a  little  aside,  and  though 
he  felt  it  impossible  to  deep,  as  he  had  proposed,  was  yet 
enabled  to  escape  the  reproachful  glances  with  which  John 
Mengs  distinguished  all  those  who  did  not  call  for  wine  loudly, 
and  drink  it  lustily.  His  thoughts  roamed  far  from  the  itiAe 
of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  upon  matter  very  different  from  that 
which  was  discussed  around  him,  when  his  attention  was  sud- 
denly recalled  by  a  loud  and  continued  knocking  on  the  door 
of  the  hostelxy. 

'What  have  we  heret'  said  John  Mengs,  his  nose  reddening 
with  very  indignation — 'who  the  foul  fiend  presses  on  the 
Golden  fleece  at  such  an  hour,  as  if  he  thundered  at  the  door 
of  a  bordel  ?  To  the  turret  window  some  one — Geoffirey,  knave 
ostler,  or  thou,  old  Timothy,  tell  the  rash  man  there  is  no 
admittance  into  the  Golden  Fleece  save  at  timeous  hours.' 

The  men  went  as  they  were  directed,  and  might  be  heard 
in  the  stube  vying  with  each  other  in  the  positive  denial  which 
they  gave  to  the  ill-fated  guest,  who  was  pressing  for  admission. 
They  returned,  however,  to  inform  their  master  that  they  were 
unable  to  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  the  stranger,  who  refused 
positively  to  depart  until  he  had  an  interview  with  Mengs 
himself. 
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Wrath  was  the  master  of  the  Golden  Fleece  at  this  ill- 
omened  pertinacitj,  and  his  indignation  extended,  like  a  fiery 
exhalation,  from  his  nose,  all  over  the  adjaoent  regions  of  his 
cheeks  and  brow.  He  started  from  his  chair,  grasped  in  his 
hand  a  stout  stick,  which  seemed  his  ordinary  sceptre  or  leading 
staff  of  command,  and  muttering  something  concerning  cudgels 
for  the  shoulders  of  fools,  and  pitchers  of  fair  or  foul  water  for 
the  drenching  of  their  ears,  he  marched  off  to  the  window 
which  looked  into  the  court,  and  left  his  guests  nodding,  wink- 
ing, and  whispering  to  eaoh  other,  in  full  expectation  of  hearing 
the  active  demonstrations  of  his  wrath.  It  happened  otherwise, 
however;  for,  after  the  exchange  of  a  few  indistinct  words, 
thej  were  astonished  when  thej  heard  the  noise  of  the  un- 
bolting and  unbarring  of  the  gates  of  the  inn,  and  presently 
after  the  footsteps  of  men  upon  the  stairs ;  and  the  landlord 
entering,  with  an  appearance  of  clumsy  courtesy,  prayed  those 
assembled  to  make  room  for  an  honoured  guest^  who  came, 
though  late,  to  add  to  their  numbers.  A  tall,  dark  form 
followed,  muffled  in  a  travelling-doak ;  on  laying  aside  which, 
Philipson  at  once  recognised  his  late  fellow-travdler,  the  black 
priest  of  St.  Paul's. 

There  was  in  the  circumstance  itself  nothing  at  all  surpris- 
ing, since  it  was  natural  that  a  landlord,  however  coarse  and 
insolent  to  ordinary  guests,  might  yet  Aaw  deference  to  an 
ecclesiastic,  whether  ^m  his  rank  in  the  church  or  firom  his 
reputation  for  sanctity.  But  what  did  appear  surprising  to 
Philipson  was  the  effect  produced  by  the  entrance  of  this 
unexpected  guest  He  seated  himself,  without  hesitation,  at 
the  highest  place  of  the  board,  from  which  John  Mengs  had 
dethroned  the  aforesaid  trader  from  Ratisbon,  notwithstanding 
his  seal  for  ancient  Qennan  customs,  his  steady  adherence  and 
loyalty  to  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  his  propensity  to  brimming 
goblets.  The  priest  took  instant  and  unscrupulous  possession 
of  his  seat  of  honour,  after  some  negligent  reply  to  the  host's 
unwonted  courtesy ;  when  it  seemed  that  the  effect  of  his  long 
black  vestments,  in  place  of  the  slashed  and  flounced  coat  of 
his  predecessor,  as  well  as  of  the  cold  grey  eye  with  which  he 
slowly  reviewed  the  company,  in  some  degree  resembled  that 
of  the  fabulous  Gorgon,  and  if  it  did  not  literally  convert  those 
who  looked  upon  it  into  stone,  there  was  yet  something  petri- 
fying in  the  steady,  unmoved  glance  with  which  he  seemed  to 
survey  them,  looking  as  if  desirous  of  reading  their  verv 
inmost  souls,  and  passing  from  one  to  another,  as  if  each 
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upon  whom  he  looked  in  Buccession  was  unworthy  of  longer 
consideration. 

Philipeon  felt»  in  his  tarn,  that  momentary  examination,  in 
which,  howeyer,  there  mingled  nothing  that  seemed  to  convey 
recognition.  All  the  courage  and  composure  of  the  English- 
man could  not  prevent  an  unpleasant  feeling  while  under  this 
mysterious  man's  eye,  so  that  he  felt  a  relief  when  it  passed 
firom  him  and  rested  upon  another  of  the  company,  who  seemed 
in  turn  to  acknowledge  the  chilling  e£Fects  of  that  freezing 
glance.  The  noise  of  intoxicated  mirth  and  drunken  disputa- 
tion, the  clamorous  aigument^  and  the  still  more  boisterous 
laugh,  which  had  been  suspended  on  the  priest's  entering  the 
eating-apartment,  now,  after  one  or  two  vain  attempts  to 
resume  them,  died  away,  as  if  the  feast  had  been  changed  to  a 
funeral,  and  the  jovial  guests  had  been  at  once  converted  into 
the  lugubrious  mutes  who  attend  on  such  solemnities.  One 
little  rosy-faced  man,  who  afterwards  proved  to  be  a  tailor 
from  Augsburg,  ambitious,  perhaps,  of  showing  a  d^^ree  of 
courage  not  usually  supposed  consistent  with  his  efPeminate 
trade,  made  a  bold  e£fbrt;  and  yet  it  was  with  a  timid  and 
restrained  voice  that  he  called  on  the  jovial  friar  to  renew  his 
song.  But  whether  it  was  that  he  did  not  dare  to  venture  on 
an  uncanonical  pastime  in  presence  of  a  brother  in  orders,  or 
whether  he  had  some  other  reason  for  declining  the  invitation, 
the  merry  churchman  hung  his  head,  and  shook  it  with  such 
an  expressive  air  of  melancholy,  that  the  tailor  drew  back  as  if 
he  had  been  detected  in  cabbaging  from  a  cardinal's  robes,  or 
cribbing  the  lace  of  some  cope  or  altar  gown.  In  shorty  the 
revel  was  hushed  into  deep  mlence,  and  so  attentive  were  the 
company  to  what  should  arrive  next,  that  the  bells  of  the 
village  church,  striking  the  first  hour  after  midnight,  made  the 
guests  start  as  if  they  heard  them  rung  backwards  to  announce 
an  assault  or  conflagration.  The  black  priest,  who  had  taken 
some  slight  and  hasty  repast,  which  the  host  had  made  no  kind 
of  objection  to  supplying  him  with,  seemed  to  think  the  bells, 
which  announced  the  service  of  lauds,  being  the  first  after 
midnight,  a  proper  signal  for  breaking  up  the  party. 

<  We  have  eaten,'  he  said,  'that  we  may  support  life ;  let  us 
pray,  that  we  may  be  fit  to  meet  death,  which  waits  upon  life  as 
surely  as  night  upon  day,  or  the  shadow  upon  the  sunbeam, 
though  we  know  not  when  or  from  whence  it  is  to  come 
upon  us.' 

The  company,  as  if  mechanically,  bent  their  uncovered 
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headfli  while  the  priest  said,  with  his  deep  and  solemn  voice, 
a  Latin  prayer,  expressing  thanks  to  Grod  for  protection 
throughout  the  day,  and  entreating  for  its  continuance  during 
the  witching  hours  which  were  to  pass  ere  the  day  again 
commenced.  The  hearers  bowed  ijieir  heads  in  tcken  of 
acquiescence  in  the  holy  petition;  and,  when  they  raised 
them,  the  black  priest  of  St.  Paul's  had  followed  the  host 
out  of  the  apartment)  probably  to  that  which  was  destined  for 
his  repose.  His  absence  was  no  sooner  perceived  than  signs 
and  nods,  and  even  whispers,  were  exchanged  between  the 
guests;  but  no  one  spoke  above  his  breath,  or  in  such  con- 
nected manner  as  that  Philipson  could  understand  anything 
distinctly  from  them.  He  hunself  ventured  to  ask  the  friar, 
who  sat  near  him,  observing  at  the  same  time  the  undertone 
which  seemed  to  be  fashionable  for  the  moment,  whether  the 
worthy  ecclesiastic  who  had  left  them  was  not  the  priest  of  St. 
Paul's,  in  the  frontier  town  of  La  Feiette. 

'  And  if  you  know  it  is  he,'  said  the  friar,  with  a  countenance 
and  a  tone  from  which  all  signs  of  intoxication  were  suddenly 
banished,  'why  do  you  ask  of  meV 

'  Because^'  said  ihe  merchant,  '  I  would  willingly  learn  the 
spell  which  so  suddenly  converted  so  many  meny  tipplers  into 
men  of  sober  manners,  and  a  jovial  company  into  a  convent  of 
Carthusian  friarsf 

'Friend,'  said  the  friar,  'thy  discourse  savoureth  mightily 
of  asking  after  what  thou  knowest  right  well.  But  I  am  no 
such  silly  duck  as  to  be  taken  by  a  decoy.  If  thou  knowest 
the  black  priest^  thou  canst  not  be  ignorant  of  the  terrors  which 
attend  his  presence,  and  that  it  were  safer  to  pass  a  broad  jest 
in  the  holy  house  of  Loretto  than  where  he  shows  himself.' 

So  saving,  and  as  if  desirous  of  avoiding  further  discourse, 
he  withcuew  to  a  distance  from  Philipson. 

At  the  same  moment  the  landlord  again  appeared,  and,  with 
more  of  the  usual  manners  of  a  publican  than  he  had  hitherto 
exhibited,  commanded  his  waiter,  Geoflfrey,  to  hand  round  to 
the  company  a  sleeping-drink,  or  pillow-cup,  of  distilled  water, 
mingled  with  spices,  which  was  indeed  as  good  as  Philipson 
himself  had  ever  tasted.  John  Mengs,  in  the  meanwhile,  with 
somewhat  of  more  deference,  expressed  to  his  guests  a  hope 
that  his  entertainment  had  given  satisfoction ;  but  this  was  in 
so  careless  a  manner,  and  he  seemed  so  conscious  of  deserving 
the  affirmative  which  was  expressed  on  all  hands,  that  it  be- 
came obvious  there  was  vexy  little  humility  in  proposing  the 
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qiiMtaoiL  The  old  man,  Timothy,  was  in  the  meantime  musteiv 
ing  the  gaeste,  and  marking  with  chalk  on  the  bottom  of  a 
trencher  the  reckoning,  the  particulars  of  which  were  indicated 
by  certain  conventional  hieroglyphics,  while  he  showed  on 
another  the  division  of  the  sum  total  among  the  company,  and 
proceeded  to  collect  an  equal  share  of  it  from  each.  When 
the  fatal  trencher,  in  which  each  man  paid  down  his  money, 
approached  the  jolly  friar,  his  countenance  seemed  to  be  some- 
what changed.  He  cast  a  piteous  look  towards  Philipson,  as 
the  person  from  wh<nn  he  had  the  most  hope  of  relief ;  and 
our  merchant,  though  displeased  with  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  held  back  from  his  confidence,  yet  not  unwilling  in  a  strange 
country  to  incur  a  little  expense  in  the  hope  of  making  a  useful 
acquaintance,  discharged  Uie  mendicant's  score  as  well  as  his 
own.  The  poor  friar  paid  his  thanks  in  many  a  blessing  in 
good  Qerman  and  bad  Latin;  but  the  host  cut  Uiem  short,  for, 
approaching  Philipson  with  a  candle  in  his  hand,  he  offered  his 
own  services  to  show  him  where  he  might  sleep,  and  even  had 
the  oondescensiiHi  to  cany  his  mail,  or  portmanteau,  with  his 
own  landlordly  hands. 

'  You  take  too  much  trouble,  mine  host,'  said  the  merchant, 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  change  in  the  manner  of  John  Mengs, 
who  had  hitherto  contradicted  him  at  every  word. 

*  I  cannot  take  too  much  pains  for  a  guest,'  was  the  reply, 
'  whom  my  venerable  friend  the  priest  of  St.  Paul's  hath  esped- 
aUy  recommended  to  my  charge.' 

He  then  opened  the  door  dt  a  small  bedroom,  prepared  for 
the  occupation  of  a  guest,  and  said  to  Philipson — '  Here  you 
may  rest  till  to-morrow  at  what  hour  you  will,  and  for  as  many 
days  more  as  you  incline.  The  key  will  secure  your  wares 
against  theft  or  pillage  of  any  kind.  I  do  not  this  for  every 
one ;  for,  if  my  guests  were  every  one  to  have  a  bed  to  himself, 
the  next  thing  they  would  demand  might  be  a  separate  table ; 
and  then  there  would  be  an  end  of  the  good  old  German  customs, 
and  we  should  be  as  foppish  and  frivolous  as  our  neighbours.' 

He  placed  the  portmanteau  on  the  floor,  and  seemed  about 
to  leave  the  apartment,  when,  turning  about,  he  began  a  sort 
of  apology  for  the  rudeness  of  his  former  behaviour. 

'  I  trust  there  ib  no  misunderstanding  between  us,  my  worthy 
guest.  Tou  might  as  well  expect  to  see  one  of  our  b^urs  come 
aloft  and  do  tricks  like  a  jackanapes,  as  one  of  us  stubborn  old 
Germans  play  the  feats  of  a  French  or  an  Italian  host  Tet  I 
pray  you  to  note  that,  if  our  behaviour  is  rude,  our  charges  are 
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honesty  and  oar  articles  what  they  profess  to  be.  We  do  not 
expect  to  make  Moselle  pass  for  Bhenish  bj  dint  of  a  bow  and 
a  grin,  nor  will  we  sauce  your  mess  with  poison,  like  the  wily 
Italian,  and  call  you  all  the  time  lUuttrimmo  azul  Magnifico.* 

He  seemed  in  these  words  to  haye  exhausted  his  rhetoric, 
for,  when  they  were  spoken,  he  turned  abruptly  and  left  the 
apartment 

Philipson  was  thus  deprived  of  another  opportunity  to  in- 
quire who  or  what  this  eoclesiastio  could  be  that  had  exercised 
such  influence  on  all  who  approached  him.  He  felt^  indeed, 
no  desire  to  prolong  a  conference  with  John  Mengs,  though  he 
had  laid  aside  in  such  a  considerable  degree  his  rude  and  re- 
pulsive manners ;  yet  he  longed  to  know  who  this  man  could 
be  who  had  power  with  a  word  to  turn  aside  the  daggers  of 
Alsatian  banditti,  habituated  as  they  were,  like  most  borderers, 
to  robbery  and  pillage,  and  to  change  into  civility  the  proverbial 
rudeness  of  a  German  innkeeper.  Such  were  the  reflections  of 
Philipson,  as  he  defied  his  clothes  to  take  his  much-needed 
repose,  after  a  day  of  fatigue,  danger,  and  difficulty,  on  the 
pallet  afforded  by  the  hospitality  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  in  the 
BheifUhal. 


CHAPTER  XX 

Maebdh,  How  now,  ye  secret,  bkok,  and  midnight  hags  I 
What  la't  ye  do  t 

Witeh»,  A  deed  without  a  name. 

Madieth. 

Wb  have  said  in  the  conclusion  of  the  last  chapter  that»  after 
a  day  of  unwonted  fatigue  and  extiaoidinary  excitation,  the 
merchant  Philipaon  naturally  expected  to  forget  so  many 
agitating  passages  in  that  deep  and  profound  repose  which  is 
at  once  the  consequence  and  the  cure  of  extreme  exhaustion. 
But  he  was  no  sooner  laid  on  his  lowly  pallet  than  he  felt  that 
the  bodOy  machine,  over-laboured  by  so  much  exercise^  was 
little  disposed  to  the  channs  of  sleep.  The  mind  had  been  too 
much  excited,  the  body  was  far  too  feverish,  to  suffer  him  to 
partake  of  needful  rest.  His  anxiety  about  the  safely  of  his 
son,  his  conjectures  concerning  the  issue  of  his  mission  to  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  a  thousand  other  thoughts  which  re- 
called past  events,  or  speculated  on  those  which  were  to  come, 
rushed  upon  his  mind  like  the  waves  of  a  perturbed  sea,  and 
prevented  all  tendency  to  repose.  He  had  been  in  bed  about 
an  hour,  and  deep  had  not  yet  approached  his  couch,  when  he 
felt  that  the  pallet  on  which  he  lay  was  sinking  below  him,  and 
that  he  was  in  the  act  of  descending  along  with  it  he  knew  not 
whither.  The  sound  of  ropes  and  pullies  was  also  indistinctly 
heard,  though  eveiy  caution  had  been  taken  to  make  them  run 
smooUi;  and  the  traveller,  by  feeling  around  him,  became 
sensible  that  he  and  the  bed  on  which  he  lay  had  been  spread 
upon  a  large  trap-door,  which  was  capable  of  being  let  down 
into  the  vaults  or  apartments  beneath. 

Philipson  felt  fear  in  circumstances  so  well  qualified  to  pro- 
duce it ;  for  how  could  he  hope  a  safe  termination  to  an  ad- 
venture which  had  begun  so  strangely  t  But  his  apprehensions 
were  those  of  a  biave,  ready-witted  man,  who^  even  in  the 
extremity  of  danger  which  appeared  to  surround  him,  preserved 
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his  presenoe  of  mind.  His  descent  seemed  to  be  cautioudj 
managed,  and  he  held  himself  in  readiness  to  start  to  his  feet 
and  defend  himself  as  soon  as  he  should  be  onoe  more  upon 
firm  ground.  Although  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  he  was 
a  man  of  great  peraonal  vigour  and  activity,  and  unless  taken 
at  advantage,  which  no  doubt  was  at  present  much  to  be  appre- 
hended, he  was  likely  to  make  a  formidable  defence.  His  plan 
of  resistance,  however,  had  been  anticipated.  He  no  sooner 
reached  the  bottom  of  the  vault,  down  to  which  he  was  lowered, 
than  two  men,  who  had  been  waiting  there  till  the  operation  was 
completed,  laid  hands  on  him  from  either  side,  and,  forcibly  pre- 
venting him  from  starting  up  as  he  intended,  cast  a  rope  over 
his  arms,  and  made  him  a  prisoner  as  e£Fectual]y  as  when  he 
was  in  the  dungeons  of  La  Ferette.  He  was  obliged,  there- 
fore, to  remain  passive  and  unresisting,  and  await  the  termina- 
tion of  this  formidable  adventure.  Secured  as  he  was,  he  could 
only  turn  his  head  from  one  side  to  the  other ;  and  it  was  with 
joy  that  he  at  length  saw  lights  twinkle,  but  they  appeared  at 
a  great  distance  from  him. 

From  the  irregular  manner  in  which  these  scattered  lights 
advanced,  sometimes  keeping  a  straight  line,  sometimes  mixing 
and  crossing  each  other,  it  might  be  infened  that  the  sub- 
terranean vault  in  which  they  appeared  was  of  very  consider- 
able extent.  Their  number  also  increased ;  and  as  they  col- 
lected more  together,  Philipson  could  perceive  that  the  lights 
proceeded  from  many  torches,  borne  by  men  muffled  in  black 
doaks,  like  mourners  at  a  funeral,  or  the  black  friars  of  St 
Francis's  [Dominic's]  order,  wearing  their  cowls  drawn  over  their 
heads,  so  as  to  conceal  their  features.  They  appeared  anxiously 
engaged  in  measuring  off  a  portion  of  tiie  apartment;  and, 
while  oocu{»ed  in  that  employment,  they  sung,  in  the  ancient 
German  language,  rhymes  more  rude  than  Philipson  could  well 
understand,  but  which  may  be  imitated  thus : — 

Meaaoren  of  good  and  eyil, 

Bring  the  aqnare,  the  line,  the  level ; 

Bear  the  altar,  dig  the  trench ; 

Blood  both  stone  and  ditch  shall  drench. 

Cabits  six,  from  end  to  end, 

Must  the  &tal  bench  extend ; 

CabitB  six,  from  side  to  side, 

Judge  and  culprit  must  divide. 

On  the  east  the  oourt  assembles. 

On  the  west  the  accused  trembles  ; 

Answer,  brethren,  all  and  one, 

Is  the  ritnal  rightly  done ! 
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A  deep  chonis  seemed  to  reply  to  the  question.  Many 
Toioes  joined  in  it)  as  well  of  persons  already  in  the  sabter- 
ranean  vault  as  c^  others  who  as  yet  remained  without  in 
Tarious  galleries  and  passages  which  oonmiunicated  with  it^ 
and  whom  Philipson  now  presumed  to  be  yeiy  numerous.  The 
answer  chanted  run  as  follows : — 

On  life  and  soul,  on  blood  and  bone, 
One  for  all,  and  all  for  one, 
We  warrant  this  ia  rightly  done. 

The  original  strain  was  then  renewed  in  the  same  manner 
as  before — 

How  wean  the  night  t    Doth  morning  ahine 
In  early  radiance  on  the  Bhine  ? 
What  mnsio  floats  upon  his  tide  ? 
Do  birds  the  taid j  moning  ofaide  t 
Brethien,  look  out  from  hul  and  heigbti 
And  answer  tnie,  how  wears  the  ni^t  ? 

The  answer  was  returned,  though  less  loud  than  at  first, 
and  it  seemed  that  those  by  whom  the  reply  was  given  were  at 
a  much  greater  distance  than  before;  yet  the  words  were  dis- 
tinctly heard. 

The  nigbt  is  old  ;  on  Bhine's  broad  breast 
Glance  drowsy  stars  which  long  to  rest. 

No  beams  are  twinkling  in  the  east. 
There  is  a  voice  npon  the  flood, 
The  stem  still  call  of  blood  for  blood  ; 

'Tis  time  we  listen  the  behest 

The  chorus  replied,  with  many  additional  voices — 

Up,  then,  np !    When  day's  at  rest, 
'tis  time  that  sach  as  we  are  watchen ; 
Rise  to  judgment,  brethren,  rise ! 
Vengeance  snows  not  sleepy  eyes, 
He  and  night  are  matchers. 

The  natore  of  the  verses  soon  led  Philipson  to  comprehend 
that  he  was  in  pi^sence  of  the  Initiated,  or  the  Wise  Men — 
names  which  were  applied  to  the  celebrated  judges  of  the 
Secret  Tribunal,  which  continued  at  that  period  to  subsist  in 
Swabia,  Franconia,  and  other  districts  of  the  east  [west]  of  Qer- 
many,  which  was  called,  perhaps  from  the  frightful  and  frequent 
occurrence  of  executions  by  command  of  those  invisible  judges, 
the  Red  Land.  Philipson  had  often  heard  that  the  seat  of  a 
free  count,  or  chief  of  the  Secret  Tribunal,  was  secretly  insti- 
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tuted  even  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  that  it  main- 
tained itself  in  Alaace,  with  the  naoal  tenacity  of  those  secret 
societies,  though  Duke  Charles  of  Buxgundy  had  expressed  a 
desire  to  discover  and  discourage  its  influence  so  feur  as  was 
possible,  without  exposing  himself  to  danger  from  the  thousands 
of  poniards  which  that  mysterious  tribuiud  could  put  in  aotiTity 
against  his  own  life — an  awful  means  of  defence,  which  for  a 
long  time  rendered  it  extremely  hasardous  for  the  sovereigns 
of  Germany,  and  even  the  emperors  themselves,  to  put  down 
by  authority  those  singular  associations. 

So  soon  as  this  explanation  flashed  on  the  mind  of  Philipson, 
it  gave  some  clue  to  the  character  and  condition  of  the  black 
priest  of  St.  Paul's.  Supposing  him  to  be  a  president,  or  chief 
official,  of  the  secret  association,  there  was  litde  wonder  that  he 
should  confide  so  much  in  the  inviolability  of  his  terrible  office 
as  to  propose  vindicating  the  execution  of  De  Hagenbach ;  that 
his  presence  should  surprise  Bartholomew,  whom  he  had  power 
to  have  judged  and  executed  upon  the  spot;  and  that  his  mere 
appearance  at  supper  on  the  preceding  evening  should  have 
appalled  the  guests ;  for  though  everything  about  the  institu- 
tion, its  proceedings  and  its  officers,  was  preserved  in  as  much 
obscurity  as  is  now  practised  in  freemasonry,  yet  the  secret  was 
not  so  absolutely  well  kept  as  to  prevent  certain  individuals 
from  being  guessed  or  hinted  at  as  men  initiated  and  entrusted 
with  high  authority  by  the  Vehmegericht,  or  tribunal  of  the 
bounds.  When  sudi  suspicion  attached  to  an  individual,  his 
secret  power,  and  supposed  acquaintance  with  all  guilty  however 
secret^  which  was  committed  within  the  society  in  which  he  was 
conversant^  made  him  at  once  the  dread  and  hatred  of  every 
one  who  looked  on  him;  and  he  enjoyed  a  high  degree  of 
personal  respect^  on  the  same  terms  on  which  it  woiild  have 
been  yielded  to  a  powerful  enchanter  or  a  dreaded  genie.  In 
conversing  with  such  a  person,  it  was  especially  necessary  to 
abstain  from  all  questions  alluding,  however  remotely,  to  the 
office  which  he  bore  in  the  Secret  Tribunal ;  and,  indeed,  to 
testify  the  least  curiosity  upon  a  subject  so  solemn  and  mysteri- 
ous was  sure  to  occasion  some  misfortune  to  the  inquisitive 
person. 

All  these  things  rushed  at  once  upon  the  mind  of  the  English- 
man, who  felt  that  he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  an  unsparing 
tribunal,  whose  proceedings  were  so  much  dreaded  by  those 
who  resided  within  the  circle  of  their  power,  that  the  friend- 
less stranger  must  stand  a  poor  chance  of  receiving  justice  at 
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their  hands,  whatever  might  be  hia  ooDSciousness  of  innocence. 
While  Philipflon  made  this  melancholy  reflection,  he  resolved, 
at  the  same  time,  not  to  forsake  his  own  cauae^  but  defend 
himself  as  he  best  might;  conscious  as  he  was  that  these 
terrible  and  irresponsible  judges  were  nevertheless  governed  by 
certain  roles  of  right  and  wrong,  which  formed  a  dbeck  on  the 
rigours  of  their  extiaordinaxy  code. 

He  lay,  therefore,  devising  the  best  means  of  obviating  the 
present  danger,  while  the  persons  whom  he  beheld  glimmered 
before  him,  less  like  distinct  and  individual  forms  than  like  the 
phantoms  of  a  fever,  or  the  phantasmagoria  with  which  a  disease 
of  the  optic  nerves  has  been  known  to  people  a  sick  man's 
chamber.  At  length  they  assembled  in  the  centre  of  the  apart- 
ment where  they  had  first  appeared,  and  seemed  to  arrange 
themselves  into  form  and  order.  A  great  number  of  blade 
torches  were  successively  lighted,  and  the  scene  became  dis- 
tinctly visible.  In  the  centre  of  Uie  hall,  Philipson  could  now 
perceive  one  of  the  altars  which  are  sometimes  to  be  found  in 
ancient  subterranean  chapels.  But  we  must  pause,  in  order 
briefly  to  describe,  not  the  appeaiance  only,  but  the  nature  and 
constitution,  of  this  terrible  courts 

Behind  tibe  altar,  which  seemed  to  be  the  central  point,  on 
which  all  eyes  were  bent,  there  were  placed  in  parallel  lines  two 
benches  covered  with  black  cloth.  Each  was  occupied  by  a 
number  of  persons,  who  seemed  assembled  as  judges ;  but  those 
who  held  tibe  foremost  bench  were  fewer,  and  appeared  of  a 
rank  superior  to  those  who  crowded  the  seat  most  remote  from 
the  altar.  The  first  seemed  to  be  all  men  of  some  consequence 
— ^priests  high  in  their  order,  knights,  or  noblemen ;  and,  not- 
withstanding an  appearance  of  equality  which  seemed  to  pervade 
this  singpilar  institution,  much  more  weight  was  laid  upon  their 
opinion,  or  testimonies.  They  were  called  free  knights, 
counts,  or  whatever  title  they  might  bear,  while  the  inferior 
class  of  the  judges  were  only  termed  free  and  worthy  burghers. 
For  it  must  be  observed  that  the  Vehmique  Institution,*  which 
was  the  name  that  it  commonly  bore,  although  its  power  consisted 
in  a  wide  system  of  espionage,  and  the  tyrannical  application 
of  force  which  acted  upon  it^  was  yet  (so  rude  were  the  ideas 
of  enforcing  public  law)  accounted  to  confer  a  privilege  on  the 
country  in  which  it  was  received,  and  only  freemen  were 
allowea  to  experience  its  influence.  Serfs  and  peasants  could 
neither  have  a  place  among  the  free  judges,  their  assessors,  or 

*  See  Vehme.    Koto  «. 
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attistants;  for  there  was  in  this  assembly  even  some  idea  of 
tfying  the  culprit  by  his  peers. 

Besides  the  dignitaries  who  occupied  the  benches,  there 
were  others  who  stood  around,  and  seemed  to  guard  the  various 
entrances  to  the  hall  of  judgment,  or,  standing  behind  the 
seats  on  which  their  superiors  were  ranged,  looked  prepared  to 
execute  their  commands.  These  were  members  of  the  order, 
though  not  of  the  highest  ranks.  Sek&ppen  \9chSfen\  is  the  name 
genmJly  assigned  to  them,  signifying  officials,  or  seigeants,  of 
tiie  Yehmique  Ck>urt»  whose  doom  they  stood  sworn  to  enforce^ 
through  good  report  and  bad  report^  against  their  own  nearest 
and  most  beloved,  as  well  as  in  cases  ctf  ordinary  malefactors. 

The  9eh^ppeny  or  sea6tfi»,  as  they  were  termed  in  Latin,  had 
another  horrible  duty  to  perf onn,  that^  namely,  of  denouncing 
to  the  tribunal  whatever  came  under  their  observation  that 
might  be  construed  as  an  offence  falling  under  its  cognisance, 
or,  in  their  language,  a  crime  against  Uie  Yehme.  This  duty 
extended  to  the  judges  as  well  as  the  assistants,  and  was  to  be 
discharged  without  respect  of  persons ;  so  that  to  know,  and 
wilfully  conceal,  the  guUt  of  a  mother  or  brother  inferred,  on 
the  part  of  the  unfaithful  official,  the  same  penalty  as  if  he 
himself  had  committed  the  crime  which  his  silence  screened 
from  punishment.  Such  an  institution  could  only  prevail  at  a 
time  when  ordinary  means  of  justice  were  excluded  by  the 
hand  of  power,  and  when,  in  order  to  bring  the  guilty  to  punish- 
ment^ it  required  all  the  influence  and  authority  of  such  a 
confederacy.  In  no  other  countiy  than  one  exposed  to  every 
species  of  feudal  tyranny,  and  deprived  of  every  ordinary  mode 
<k  obtaining  justice  or  redress,  could  such  a  system  have  taken 
root  and  flourished. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  brave  Englishman,  who^  though 
feeling  all  the  danger  he  encountered  from  so  tremendous 
a  tribunal,  maintained  nevertheless  a  dignified  and  unaltered 
composure. 

The  meeting  being  assembled,  a  coil  of  ropes  and  a  naked 
sword,  the  well-known  signals  and  emblems  of  Yehmique 
authority,  were  deposited  on  the  altar ;  where  the  sword,  from 
its  being  usually  straight^  with  a  cross  handle,  was  considered 
as  representing  the  blessed  emblem  of  Christian  redemption, 
and  the  cord  as  indicating  the  right  of  criminal  jurisdiction 
and  capital  punishment.  Then  the  president  of  the  meeting, 
who  occupied  the  centre  seat  on  the  foremost  bench,  arose^  and, 
laying  his  hand  on  the  symbols,  pronounced  aloud  the  formula 
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ezpreedve  of  the  duty  of  the  tribunal,  which  all  the  inferior 
judges  and  assistants  repeated  after  him,  in  deep  and  hollow 
muimurs. 

*  I  swear,  by  the  Holy  Trinity,  to  aid  and  cooperate  without 
relaxation  in  the  things  belonging  to  the  Holy  Vehme,  to  defend 
its  doctrines  and  institutions  against  father  and  mother,  brother 
and  sister,  wife  and  children;  against  fire,  water,  earth,  and 
air ;  against  all  that  the  sun  enlightens ;  against  all  that  the 
dew  moistens ;  against  all  created  things  of  heayen  and  earth, 
or  the  waters  under  the  earth ;  and  I  swear  to  give  infoimation 
to  this  holy  judicature  of  all  that  I  know  to  be  true,  or  hear 
repeated  by  credible  testimony,  which,  by  the  rules  of  the 
Holy  Vehme,  is  deserving  of  animadyersion  or  puniahment; 
and  that  I  will  not  cloak,  coyer,  or  conceal  such  my  know- 
ledge, neither  for  love,  friendship,  or  family  affection,  nor  for 
gold,  silver,  or  precious  stones;  neither  will  I  associate  with 
such  as  are  under  the  sentence  of  this  Sacred  Tribunal,  by 
hinting  to  a  culprit  his  danger,  or  advising  him  to  escape,  or 
aiding  and  supplying  him  with  counsel,  or  means  to  tiiat 
effect;  neither  will  I  relieve  such  culprit  with  fire,  clothes, 
food,  or  shelter,  though  my  fother  should  require  from  me  a 
cup  of  water  in  the  heat  of  summer  noon,  or  my  brother  should 
request  to  sit  by  my  fire  in  the  bitterest  cold  night  of  winter : 
And  further,  I  vow  and  promise  to  honour  this  holy  associa- 
tion, and  do  its  behests  speedily,  faithfully,  and  firmly,  in 
preference  to  those  of  any  other  tribunal  whatsoever — so  help 
me  God  and  His  holy  Evangelists.' 

When  this  oath  of  office  had  been  taken,  the  president, 
addressing  the  assembly,  as  men  who  judge  in  secret  and 
punish  in  secret,  like  the  Deity,  desired  them  to  say  why 
this  '  child  of  the  cord '  *  lay  before  them,  bound  and  helpless. 
An  individual  rose  from  the  more  remote  bench,  and  in  a 
voice  which,  though  altered  and  agitated,  Philipson  conceived 
that  he  recognised,  declared  himself  the  accuser,  as  bound  by 
his  oath,  of  the  cliild  of  the  cord,  or  prisoner,  who  lay  before 
them. 

'Bring  forward  the  prisoner,'  said  the  president^  Muly 
secured,  as  is  the  order  of  our  secret  law ;  but  not  with  such 
severity  as  may  interrupt  his  attention  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  tribunal,  or  limit  his  power  of  hearing  and  replying.' 

Six  of  the  assistants  immediately  dragged  forward  the  pallet 

*  The  tflrm  Stridskittd,  or  dilM  of  the  eord,  mm  applied  to  the  person  aoeoaed 
befon  theee  awftd  MiemblieB. 
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and  platform  of  boards  on  which  PhilipcKm  lay,  and  advanced 
it  towards  the  foot  of  the  altar.  This  done,  each  unsheathed 
his  dagger,  while  two  of  them  unloosed  the  cords  by  which  the 
merchant's  hands  were  secured*  and  admonished  him  in  a 
whisper  that  the  slightest  attempt  to  resist  or  escape  would  be 
the  sigual  to  stab  Mm  dead. 

' Arise  1'  said  the  president;  'listen  to  the  chaige  to  be 
preferred  against  you,  and  beUeve  you  shall  in  us  find  judges 
equally  just  and  inflexible.' 

PhUipeon,  carefully  ayoiding  any  gesture  which  might  indi* 
cate  a  desire  to  escape,  raised  his  body  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  couch,  and  remained  seated,  clothed  as  he  was  in  his  under- 
Test  and  calepona^  or  drawers,  so  as  exactly  to  face  the  muffled 
president  of  the  terrible  court.  Even  in  these  agitating  cir- 
cumstances, the  mind  of  the  undaunted  Englishman  remained 
unshaken,  and  his  eyelid  did  not  quiver,  nor  his  heart  beat 
quicker,  though  he  seemed,  according  to  the  expression  of 
Scriptiue,  to  be  a  pilgrim  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of 
Death,  beset  by  numerous  snares,  and  encompassed  by  total 
daikness,  where  light  waa  most  necessary  for  saiety. 

The  president  demanded  his  name,  country,  and  occupation. 

'John  PhUipson,'  waa  the  reply;  'by  birth  an  Englishman, 
by  profession  a  merchant.' 

'Have  you  ever  borne  any  other  name  and  profession f 
demanded  the  judge. 

'I  have  been  a  soldier,  and,  like  most  others,  had  then  a 
name  by  which  I  was  known  in  war.' 

'Wluit  was  that  name)' 

'I  laid  it  aside  when  I  resigned  my  sword,  and  I  do  not 
desire  again  to  be  known  by  it.  Moreover,  I  never  bore  it 
where  your  institutions  have  weight  and  authority,'  answered 
the  Englishman. 

'  Know  you  before  whom  you  stand  f '  continued  the  judge. 

'I  may  at  least  guess,'  replied  the  merchant. 

'  Tell  your  guess,  then,'  continued  the  interrogator.  '  Say 
who  we  are,  and  wherefore  are  you  before  us  t ' 

'  I  believe  that  I  am  before  the  Unknown,  or  Secret  Tribunal, 
which  is  called  Vehmegericht.' 

'  Then  are  you  aware,'  answered  the  judge,  '  that  you  would 
be  safer  if  you  were  suspended  by  the  hair  over  the  abyss  of 
Schafifhauaen,  or  if  you  lay  below  an  axe,  which  a  thread  of 
silk  alone  kept  back  from  the  fall.  What  have  you  done  to 
deserve  such  a  fatef 


ANNE  OF  GEIBBSTEIN  267 

'  Let  those  reply  by  whom  I  am  subjeoted  to  it,'  answered 
PhilipsoOi  with  the  same  oompoeure  as  before. 

'Speak,  accuser  1'  said  the  president,  'to  the  four  quarters 
of  heaven,  to  the  ears  of  the  free  judges  of  this  tribunal,  and 
the  faithful  executors  of  their  doom ;  and  to  the  face  of  the 
child  of  the  cord,  who  denies  or  conceals  his  guilt,  make  good 
the  substance  of  thine  accusation.' 

'Most  dreaded,'  answered  the  accuser,  addressing  the  presi- 
dent, 'this  man  hath  entered  the  Sacred  Territory,  which  is 
called  the  Red  Land,  a  stranger  under  a  disguised  name  and 
profession.  When  he  was  yet  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Alps, 
at  Turin,  in  Lombardy,  and  elsewhere,  he  at  various  times 
spoke  of  the  Holy  Tribunal  in  terms  of  hatred  and  contempt, 
and  declared  that,  were  he  Duke  of  Burgundy,  he  would  not 
permit  it  to  extend  itself  from  Westphalia,  or  Swabia,  into  his 
dominions.  Also  I  chai^  him  that,  nourishing  this  malevolent 
intention  against  the  Holy  Tribunal,  he  who  now  appears 
before  the  bench  as  child  of  the  cofd  has  intimated  his  inten- 
tion to  wait  upon  the  court  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  «nd  use 
his  influence  with  him,  which  he  boasts  will  prove  effectual  to 
stir  him  up  to  prohibit  the  meetings  of  the  Holy  Yehme  in  his 
dominions,  and  to  inflict  on  their  officers  and  the  executors  of 
their  mandates  the  punishment  due  to  robbers  and  assassins.' 

'This  is  a  heavy  charge,  brother,'  said  the  president  of  the 
assembly,  when  the  accuser  ceased  speaking.  'How  do  you 
purpose  to  make  it  good  t ' 

'According  to  the  tenor  of  those  secret  statutes  the  perusal 
of  which  is  prohibited  to  all  but  the  initiated,'  answwed  the 
accuser. 

'It  is  well,'  said  the  president;  'but  I  ask  thee  once  more^ 
what  are  those  means  of  proof  t  Tou  speak  to  holy  and  to 
initiated  ears.' 

'I  will  prove  my  charge,'  said  the  accuser,  'by  the  confes- 
sion of  the  party  himself,  and  by  my  own  oatih  upon  the  holy 
emblems  of  the  Secret  Judgment — that  ia,  the  steel  and  the 
cord.' 

'It  is  a  legitimate  ofibr  of  proof,'  said  a  member  of  the 
aristocratic  bench  of  the  assembly;  'and  it  much  concerns  the 
safety  of  the  system  to  which  we  are  bound  by  such  deep 
oaths,  a  system  handed  down  to  us  from  the  most  Christian 
and  Holy  Roman  Emperor,  Charlemagne,  for  the  conversion  of 
the  heathen  Saracens,  and  punishing  such  of  them  as  revolted 
again  to  their  pagan  practices,  that  such  criminals  should  be 
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looked  to.  This  Duke  Charles  of  Buigundy  hath  already 
crowded  his  army  with  foreigners,  whom  he  can  easily  employ 
against  this  Sacred  Court,  more  especially  with  English,  a  fierce, 
insular  people,  wedded  to  their  own  usages,  and  hating  those 
of  every  other  nation.  It  is  not  unknown  to  us,  that  the  Duke 
hath  already  encouraged  opposition  to  the  officials  of  the  Tri- 
bunal in  more  than  one  part  of  his  German  dominions ;  and 
that  in  consequence,  instead  of  submitting  to  their  doom  with 
reverent  resignation,  children  of  the  cord  have  been  found  bold 
enough  to  resist  the  execiitionerB  of  the  Yehme,  striking, 
wounding,  and  even  slaying  those  who  have  received  commis- 
sion to  put  them  to  death.  This  contumacy  must  be  put  an 
end  to ;  and  if  the  accused  shall  be  proved  to  be  one  of  those 
by  whom  such  doctrines  are  harboux«d  and  inculcated,  I  say, 
let  the  steel  and  cord  do  their  work  on  him.' 

A  general  murmur  seemed  to  approve  what  the  speaker  had 
said;  for  all  were  conscious  that  the  power  of  the  Tribunal 
depended  much  more  on  the  opinion  of  its  being  deeply  and 
fiimly  rooted  in  the  general  system  than  upon  any  r^ard  or 
esteem  for  an  institution  of  which  all  felt  the  severity.  It 
followed,  that  those  of  the  members  who  enjoyed  consequence 
by  means  of  their  station  in  the  ranks  of  the  Yehme  saw  the 
necessity  of  supporting  its  terrors  by  occasional  examples  of 
severe  punishment ;  and  none  could  oe  more  readily  sacrificed 
than  an  unknown  and  wandering  foreigner.  All  this  rushed 
upon  Philipson's  mind,  but  did  not  prevent  his  making  a  steady 
reply  to  the  accusation. 

'  Qentlemen,'  he  said,  '  good  citisens,  buxgessee,  or  by  what- 
ever other  name  you  please  to  be  addressed,  know,  that  in  my 
former  days  I  have  stood  in  as  great  peril  as  now,  and  have 
never  turned  my  heel  to  save  my  life.  Cords  and  daggers  are 
not  calculated  to  strike  terror  into  those  who  have  seen  swords 
and  lances.  My  answer  to  the  accusation  is,  that  I  am  an 
Englishman,  one  of  a  nation  accustomed  to  yield  and  to  receive 
open-handed  and  equal  justice  dealt  forth  in  the  broad  light  of 
day.  I  am,  however,  a  traveller,  who  knows  that  he  has  no 
right  to  oppose  the  rules  and  laws  of  other  nations  because 
they  do  not  resemble  those  of  his  own.  But  this  caution  can 
only  be  called  for  in  lands  where  the  system  about  which  we 
converse  is  in  full  force  and  operation.  If  we  speak  of  the  insti- 
tutions of  Germany,  being  at  the  time  in  France  or  Spain,  we 
may,  without  offence  to  the  countiy  in  which  they  are  current^ 
dispute  concerning  them  as  students  debate  upon  a  logical 
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thesis  in  a  umyentitj.  The  accuser  objects  to  me,  that  at 
Turin,  or  elsewhere  in  the  north  of  Italy,  I  spoke  with  censure 
of  the  institution  under  which  I  am  now  judged.  I  will  not 
deny  that  I  remember  something  of  the  kind ;  but  it  was  in 
consequence  of  the  question  being  in  a  manner  forced  upon  me 
by  two  guests  with  whom  I  chanced  to  find  myself  at  table. 
I  was  much  and  earnestly  solicited  for  an  opinion  ere  I  gave 
one.' 

'  And  was  that  opinion,'  said  the  presiding  judge,  '  favour- 
able or  otherwise  to  the  Holy  and  Secret  Yehmegericht  f  Let 
truth  rule  your  tongue ;  remember,  life  is  shorty  judgment  is 
eteinal.' 

'  I  would  not  save  my  life  at  the  expense  of  a  falsehood.  My 
opinion  was  unfavourable,  and  I  expressed  myself  thus:  No 
laws  or  judicial  proceedings  can  be  just  or  commendable  which 
exist  and  operate  by  means  of  a  secret  combination.  I  said, 
that  justice  could  oidy  live  and  exist  in  the  open  air,  and  that^ 
when  she  ceased  to  be  public,  she  degenerated  into  revenge  and 
hatred.  I  said,  that  a  system,  of  which  your  own  jurists  have 
said,  ncnfrater  afroJbrt^  nofi  hotipe%  a  hotpiUy  PutuSj  was  too  much 
adverse  to  the  laws  of  nature  to  be  connected  with  or  regulated 
by  those  of  religion.' 

These  words  were  scarcely  uttered,  when  there  burst  a  mur- 
mur from  the  judges  highly  unfavourable  to  the  prisoner. 
'  He  blasphemes  the  Holy  Vehme.  Let  his  mouth  be  closed 
for  ever  I ' 

'  Hear  me,'  said  the  Englishman,  '  as  you  will  one  day  wish 
to  be  yourselves  heard !  I  say,  such  were  my  sentiments,  and 
so  I  expressed  them.  I  say  also»  I  had  a  right  to  express  these 
opinions,  whether  sound  or  erroneous,  in  a  neutral  country, 
where  this  tribunal  neither  did  nor  could  claim  any  jurisdic- 
tion. My  sentiments  are  still  the  same.  I  would  avow  them 
if  that  sword  were  at  my  bosom,  or  that  cord  around  my  throat. 
But  I  deny  that  I  have  ever  spoken  against  the  institutions  of 
your  Vehme  in  a  countiy  where  it  had  its  course  as  a  national 
mode  of  justice.  Far  more  strongly,  if  possible,  do  I  denounce 
the  absurdity  of  the  falsehood,  which  represents  me,  a  wander- 
ing foreigner,  as  conmussioned  to  traffic  with  the  Duke  of 
Buigundy  about  such  high  matters,  or  to  form  a  conspiracy  for 
the  destruction  of  a  system  to  which  so  many  seem  warmly 
attached.    I  never  said  such  a  thing,  and  I  never  thought  it.' 

'Accuser,' said  the  presiding  judge,  'thou  hast  heard  the 
accused.     What  is  thy  reply  ? ' 
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'The  fiist  part  of  the  charge/  said  the  aocusery  *he  hath 
oonfesaed  in  this  high  presence,  namely,  that  his  foul  tongue 
hath  basely  slandered  our  holy  mysteries;  for  which  he  deserves 
that  it  should  be  torn  out  of  his  throat.  I  myself,  on  my  oath 
of  office,  will  aver,  as  use  and  law  is,  that  the  rest  of  the 
accusation,  namely,  that  which  taxes  him  as  having  entered 
into  machinations  for  the  destruction  of  the  Yehmique  institu- 
tions, is  as  true  as  that  which  he  has  found  himself  unable 
to  deny.' 

'  In  justice,'  said  the  Englishman,  '  the  accusation,  if  not 
made  good  by  satisfactoiy  proof,  ought  to  be  left  to  the  oath 
of  the  party  accused,  instead  of  permitting  the  accuser  to 
establish  by  his  own  deposition  the  defects  in  his  own  charge.' 

*  Stranger,'  replied  the  presiding  judge,  '  we  permit  to  thy 
ignorance  a  longer  and  more  full  defence  than  consists  with 
our  usual  forms.  Know,  that  the  right  of  sitting  among  these 
venerable  judges  confers  on  the  person  of  him  who  enjoys  it 
a  sacredness  of  character  which  ordinary  men  cannot  attain 
to.  The  oath  of  one  of  the  initiated  must  counterbalance  the 
most  solemn  asseveration  of  every  one  that  is  not  acquainted 
with  our  holy  secrets.  In  the  Yehmique  Court  all  must  be 
Yehmique.  The  averment  of  the  Emperor,  he  being  uninitiated, 
would  not  have  so  much  weight  in  our  counsels  as  that  of  one 
of  the  meanest  of  these  officials.  The  affirmation  of  the  accuser 
can  onl  V  be  rebutted  by  the  oath  of  a  member  of  the  same 
tribunal,  being  of  superior  rank.' 

*  Then  God  be  gracious  to  me,  for  I  have  no  trust  save  in 
Heaven !'  said  the  Englishman,  in  solemn  accents.  'Yet  I  will 
not  fall  without  an  effort  I  call  upon  thee  thyself,  dark 
spirit^  who  presidest  in  this  most  deadly  assembly — ^I  call  upon 
thyself,  to  declare  on  thy  faith  and  honour  whether  thou 
boldest  me  guilty  of  what  is  thus  boldly  averred  by  this  fialse 
calumniator — ^I  call  upon  thee  by  thy  sacred  character — by  the 
name  of * 

'  Hold  1 '  replied  the  presiding  judge.  '  The  name  by  which 
we  are  known  in  open  air  must  not  be  pronounced  in  this  sub- 
terranean judgmentnaeat.' 

He  then  proceeded  to  address  the  prisoner  and  the  assembly. 
'  I,  being  called  on  in  evidence,  declare  that  the  charge  against 
thee  is  so  far  true  as  it  is  acknowledged  by  thyself,  namely, 
that  thou  hast  in  other  lands  than  the  Red  Soil  *  spoken  lightly 
of  this  holy  institution  of  justice.    But  I  believe  in  my  soul, 

•  Bee  Note  7. 
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and  will  bear  witneBS  on  my  honour,  that  the  rest  of  the 
aoGUsation  is  incredible  and  false.  And  this  I  swear,  holding 
my  hand  on  the  dagger  and  the  oord.  What  is  your  judgment^ 
my  brethren,  upon  tibe  case  which  you  have  inyestigated  t ' 

A  member  of  the  first-seated  and  highest  class  amongst  the 
judges,  muffled  like  the  rest,  but  the  tone  of  whose  voice  and 
the  stoop  of  whose  person  announced  him  to  be  more  advanced 
in  years  than  the  other  two  who  had  before  spoken,  arose  with 
difficulty,  and  said  with  a  trembling  voice — 

'  The  child  of  the  cord  who  is  before  us  has  been  convicted 
of  folly  and  rashness  in  slandering  our  holy  institution.  But 
he  spoke  his  folly  to  ears  which  had  never  heard  our  sacred 
laws.  He  has,  therefore,  been  acquitted  by  irrefragable  testi- 
mony of  combining  for  ^e  impotent  purpose  of  undermining 
our  power,  or  stirring  up  princes  against  our  holy  association, 
for  which  death  were  too  light  a  punishment.  He  hath  been 
foolish,  then,  but  not  criminal ;  and  as  the  holy  laws  of  the 
Yehme  bear  no  penalty  save  that  of  death,  I  propose  for 
judgment  that  the  child  of  the  cord  be  restored  without  injuiy 
to  society,  and  to  the  upper  world,  having  been  first  duly 
admonished  of  his  errors.' 

'Child  of  the  cord,'  said  the  presiding  judge,  'thou  hast 
heard  thy  sentence  of  acquittal.  But^  as  thou  desirest  to  sleep 
in  an  unbloody  grave,  let  me  warn  thee  that  the  secrets  of 
this  night  shall  remain  with  thee,  as  a  secret  not  to  be  com- 
municated to  fother  nor  mother,  to  spouse,  son,  or  daughter, 
neither  to  be  spoken  aloud  nor  whispered,  to  be  told  in  words 
or  written  in  characters,  to  be  carved  or  to  be  painted,  or  to 
be  otherwise  communicated,  either  directly  or  by  parable  and 
emblem.  Obey  this  behest^  and  thy  life  is  in  surety.  Let  thy 
heart  then  rejoice  within  thee,  but  let  it  rejoice  with  trembling. 
Nevermore  let  thy  vanity  persuade  thee  that  thou  art  secure 
from  the  servants  and  judges  of  the  Holy  Yehme.  Though  a 
thousand  leagues  lie  between  thee  and  the  Red  Land,  and  thou 
speakest  in  that  where  our  power  is  not  known ;  though  thou 
shouldst  be .  sheltered  by  thy  native  island,  and  defended  by 
thy  kindred  ocean,  yet,  even  there,  I  warn  thee  to  cross  thyself 
when  thou  dost  so  much  as  think  of  the  Holy  and  Invisible 
Tribunal,  and  to  retain  thy  thoughts  within  thine  own  bosom ; 
for  the  avenger  may  be  beside  thee,  and  thou  mayst  die  in  thy 
folly.  Go  hence,  be  wise,  and  let  the  fear  of  the  Holy  Yehme 
never  pass  from  before  thine  eyes.' 

At  the  concluding  words,  all  the  lights  were  at  once  ex- 
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tmgttished  with  a  hissing  noise.  Philipson  felt  once  more  the 
grasp  of  the  hands  of  the  officials,  to  which  he  lesigned  him- 
self as  the  safest  course.  He  was  gently  prostrated  on  his 
det-hed,  and  tnmsported  hack  to  the  place  from  which  he 
been  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  altar.  The  cordage  was 
again  applied  to  the  platform,  and  PhUipson  was  sensible  that 
his  couch  rose  with  him  for  a  few  momentSi  until  a  slight  shock 
apprised  him  that  he  was  again  brought  to  a  level  with  the 
floor  of  the  chamber  in  which  he  had  been  lodged  on  the  pre- 
ceding night>  or  rather  morning.  He  pondered  over  the  events 
that  had  passed,  in  which  he  was  sensible  that  he  owed  Heaven 
thanks  for  a  great  deliverance.  Fatigue  at  length  prevailed 
over  anxiety,  and  he  fell  into  a  deep  and  profound  sleep,  from 
which  he  was  only  awakened  by  returning  light.  He  resolved 
on  an  instant  departure  from  so  dangerous  a  spot,  and,  without 
seeing  any  one  of  the  household  but  the  old  ostler,  pursued  his 
journey  to  Strasbuig,  and  reached  that  dty  witiiout  farther 
accident. 


\ 


CHAPTER  XXI 

Awav  with  these  1    Trae  Wiadom'e  world  will  be 

Wiimn  its  own  creation,  or  in  thine. 

Maternal  Nature,  for  who  teems  like  thee 

Thus  on  the  banks  of  thy  mijestlo  Rhine  f 

There  Harold  gazes  on  a  work  divine, 

A  blending  of  all  beauties,  streams,  and  dells — 

Fruit,  foliage,  oraff,  wood,  oomfield,  mountain,  yine. 

And  chiefless  casues  breathing  stem  farewells, 

From  grey  but  leafy  waUs,  where  ruin  greenly  dwells. 

Ckiide  ffarolcFa  Pilffnimage,  Canto  III. 

Whbn  Arthur  PhilipcKm  left  his  father,  to  go  on  board  the  bark 
which  was  to  waft  him  acro88  the  Rhine,  he  took  but  few  pre- 
oautionB  for  his  own  Bubeistenoe  during  a  separation  of  which 
he  calculated  the  duration  to  be  yeiy  brief.  Some  neceasanr 
change  of  raiment  and  a  very  few  pieces  of  gold  were  all  whim 
he  thought  it  needful  to  withdraw  from  the  general  stock ;  the 
rest  of  the  baggage  and  money  he  left  with  the  sumpter-horse^ 
which  he  oonduded  his  father  might  need,  in  order  to  sustain 
his  character  as  an  English  trader.  Haying  embarked  with 
his  horse  and  his  slender  appointments  on  board  a  fiahing-skifl^ 
she  instantly  raised  her  temporaxy  mast,  spread  a  sail  across 
the  yard,  and,  supported  by  the  force  of  the  wind  against 
the  downward  power  of  the  current,  moved  across  the  river 
obliquely  in  the  direction  of  Kirchhofl^  which,  as  we  have  said, 
lies  somewhat  lower  on  the  riyer  than  Hans  Ghapelle.  Their 
passage  was  so  f ayourable,  that  they  reached  the  opposite  side 
in  a  few  minutes,  but  not  until  Arthur,  whose  eye  and  thoughts 
were  on  the  left  bank,  had  seen  his  father  depart  from  the 
Chapel  of  the  Ferry,  accompanied  by  two  horsemen,  whom  he 
readily  concluded  to  be  the  guide  Bartholomew  and  some 
chance  traveller  who  bad  joined  him ;  but  the  second  of  whom 
was  in  truth  the  black  priest  of  St.  Paul's,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned. 

This  augmentation  of  his  father's  company  was,  he  could  not 
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but  think,  likely  to  be  attended  with  an  increase  of  his  safety, 
since  it  was  not  probable  he  would  suffer  a  companion  to  be 
forced  upon  him,  and  one  of  his  own  choosing  might  be  a  protec- 
tion,  in  case  his  guide  should  prove  treacherous.  At  any  rate^  he 
had  to  rejoice  that  he  had  seen  his  father  depart  in  safety  from 
the  spot  where  they  had  reason  to  apprehend  some  danger 
awaited  him.  He  resolyed,  thereforCi  to  make  no  stay  at 
Kirchho£^  but  to  pursue  his  way  as  fast  as  possible  towards 
Strasburg,  and  rest,  when  darkness  compelled  him  to  stop,  in 
one  of  the  dorffs,  or  Tillages,  which  were  situated  on  the  Ger- 
man side  of  the  Rhine.  At  Strasburg,  he  trusted,  with  the 
sanguine  spirit  of  youth,  he  might  again  be  able  to  rejoin  his 
father;  and  if  he  could  not  altogether  subdue  his  anxiety  on 
their  separation,  he  fondly  nourished  the  hope  that  he  might 
meet  him  in  safety.  After  some  short  refreshment  and  repose 
afforded  to  his  horse,  he  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  on  his 
journey  down  the  eastern  bank  of  the  broad  river. 

He  was  now  upon  the  most  interesting  side  of  the  Rhine, 
walled  in  and  repelled  as  the  river  is  on  that  shore  by  the 
most  romantic  difis,  now  mantled  with  vegetation  of  the  richest 
hue,  tinged  with  all  the  variegated  colours  of  autumn;  now 
surmounted  by  fortresses,  over  whose  gates  were  displayed  the 
pennons  of  their  proud  owners ;  or  studded  with  hamlets,  where 
the  richness  of  the  soil  supplied  to  the  poor  labourer  the  food 
of  which  the  oppressive  hiuid  of  his  superior  threatened  alto- 
gether to  deprive  him.  Every  stream  which  here  contributes 
its  waters  to  the  Rhine  winds  through  its  own  tributary  dell, 
and  each  valley  possesses  a  varying  and  separate  character — 
some  rich  with  pastures,  cornfields,  and  vineyards^  some  frown- 
ing with  crags  and  precipices  and  other  romantic  beauties. 

The  principles  of  taste  were  not  then  explained  or  analysed 
as  they  have  been  since,  in  countries  where  leisure  has  been 
found  for  this  investigation.  But  the  feelings  arising  from  so 
rich  a  landscape  as  is  displayed  by  the  valley  of  tike  Rhine 
must  have  been  the  same  in  every  bosom,  fh)m  the  period 
when  our  Englishman  took  his  solitary  journey  through  it,  in 
doubt  and  danger,  till  that  in  which  it  heard  the  indignant 
Ghilde  Harold  bid  a  proud  farewell  to  his  native  country,  in 
the  vain  search  of  a  land  in  which  his  heart  might  throb  less 
fiercely. 

Arthur  enjoyed  this  scene,  although  the  fading  daylight 
began  to  remind  him  that,  alone  as  he  was,  and  travelling  with 
a  very  valuable  charge^  it  would  be  matter  of  prudence  to  look 
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out  for  some  place  of  rest  during  the  night.  Just  as  he  had 
formed  the  resolution  of  inquiring  at  the  next  habitation  he 
should  pass  whioh  way  he  should  follow  for  this  purpose,  the 
road  he  pursued  descended  into  a  beautiful  amphitheatre  filled 
with  laige  trees,  which  protected  from  the  heats  of  summer  the 
delicate  and  tender  herbage  of  the  pasture.  A  large  brook 
flowed  through  it  and  joined  the  Rhine.  At  a  short  mile  up 
the  brook,  its  waters  made  a  crescept  round  a  steep,  craggy 
eminence,  crowned  with  flanking  walls,  and  Gothic  towers  and 
turrets,  inclosing  a  feudal  castle  of  the  first  order.  A  part  of 
the  savannah  that  has  been  menticmed  had  been  irregularly 
cidtiyated  for  wheat,  which  had  grown  a  plentiful  crop.  It 
was  gathered  in,  but  the  patches  of  deep  yellow  stubble  con- 
trasted with  the  green  of  the  undisturbed  pasture-land,  and 
with  the  seared  and  dark-red  foliage  of  the  broad  oaks  which 
stretched  their  arms  athwart  the  level  space.  There  a  lad  in 
a  rustic  drees  was  employed  in  the  task  of  netting  a  brood  of 
partridges,  with  the  assistance  of  a  trained  spaniel ;  while  a 
young  woman,  who  had  the  air  rather  of  a  domestic  in  some 
family  of  rank  than  that  of  an  ordinary  villager,  sat  on  the 
stump  of  a  decayed  tree,  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  amuse- 
ment. The  spaniel,  whose  duty  it  was  to  drive  the  partridges 
under  the  net,  was  perceptibly  disturbed  at  the  approach  of 
the  traveller ;  his  attention  was  divided,  and  he  was  obviously 
in  danger  of  marring  the  sport,  by  barking  and  putting  up  the 
covey,  when  the  maiden  quitted  her  seat,  and,  advancing  to- 
wards Philipson,  requested  him,  for  courtesy,  to  pass  at  a 
greater  distance,  and  not  interfere  with  their  amusement. 

The  traveller  willingly  complied  with  her  request. 

'  I  will  ride,  fair  damsel,'  he  said,  '  at  whatever  distance  you 
please.  And  allow  me,  in  guerdon,  to  ask  whether  there  is 
convent,  castle,  or  good  man's  house  where  a  stranger,  who  is 
belated  and  weary,  might  receive  a  night's  hospitality  1 ' 

The  girl,  whose  face  he  had  not  yet  distinctly  seen,  seemed 
to  suppress  some  desire  to  laugh,  as  she  replied,  '  Hath  not  yon 
castle,  think  you,'  pointing  to  the  distant  towers,  '  some  comer 
which  might  accommodate  a  stranger  in  such  extremity  f ' 

'Space  enough,  certainly,'  said  Arthur;  'but  perhaps  litde 
inclination  to  grant  it' 

' I  myself,'  said  the  girl,  'being  one,  and  a  formidable  part, 
of  the  garrison,  will  be  answerable  for  your  reception.  But  as 
you  parley  with  me  in  such  hostile  fashion,  it  is  according  to 
martial  order  that  I  should  put  down  my  visor.' 


266  WAYERLEY  NOVELS 

So  Baying,  she  ooncealed  her  face  under  one  of  those  riding- 
masks  which  at  that  period  women  oft^i  wore  when  they  went 
abroad,  whether  for  protecting  their  complexion  or  screening 
themselves  from  intrasiye  observation.  But,  ere  she  could 
accomplish  this  operation,  Arthur  had  detected  the  merry 
countenance  of  Annette  Veilchen,  a  girl  who,  though  her 
attendance  on  Anne  of  Geierstein  was  in  a  menial  capacity, 
was  held  in  high  estimation  at  Oeierstein.  She  was  a  bold 
wench,  unaccustomed  to  the  distinctions  of  rank,  which  were 
little  regarded  in  the  simplicity  of  the  Helvetian  hills,  and  she 
was  ready  to  laugh,  jest,  and  flirt  with  the  young  men  of  the 
Landamman's  family.  This  attracted  no  attention,  the  moun- 
tain manners  making  little  distinction  between  the  degrees  of 
attendant  and  mistress,  further  than  that  the  mistress  was  a 
young  woman  who  required  help  and  the  maiden  one  who  was 
in  a  situation  to  offer  and  afford  it.  This  kind  of  familiarity 
would  perhaps  have  been  dangerous  in  other  lands,  but  the 
simplicity  of  Swiss  manners,  and  the  turn  of  Annette's  disposi- 
tion, which  was  resolute  and  sensible,  though  rather  bold  and 
free,  when  compared  to  the  manners  of  more  civilised  countries, 
kept  all  intercourse  betwixt  her  and  the  young  men  of  the 
family  in  the  strict  path  of  honour  and  innocence. 

Arthur  himself  had  paid  considerable  attention  to  Annette, 
being  naturally,  from  his  feelings  towards  Anne  of  Geierstein, 
heai&y  desirous  to  possess  the  good  graces  of  her  attendant — 
a  point  which  was  easily  gained  by  tiie  attentions  of  a  hand- 
some young  man,  and  the  generosity  with  which  he  heaped 
upon  her  small  presents  of  articles  of  dress  or  ornament,  wMch 
the  damsel,  however  fisdthful,  could  find  no  heart  to  refuse. 

The  assurance  that  he  was  in  Anne's  neighbourhood,  and 
that  he  was  likely  to  pass  the  night  under  the  same  roof,  both 
of  which  circumstances  were  intimated  by  the  girl's  presence 
and  language,  sent  the  blood  in  a  hastier  current  through 
Arthur's  veins  j  for  though,  since  he  had  crossed  the  river,  he 
had  sometimes  nourished  hopes  of  again  seeing  her  who  had 
made  so  strong  an  impression  on  his  imagination,  yet  his  undei^ 
standing  had  as  often  told  him  how  s%ht  was  the  chance  of 
their  meeting,  and  it  was  even  now  chilled  by  the  reflection 
that  it  could  be  followed  only  by  the  pain  of  a  sudden  and  final 
separation.  He  yielded  himself,  however,  to  the  prospect  of 
promised  pleasure,  without  attempting  to  ascertain  what  was 
to  be  its  duration  or  its  consequence.  Desirous,  in  the  mean- 
time, to  hear  as  much  of  Anne's  circumstances  as  Annette  chose 
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to  tell,  he  resolved  not  to  let  that  meny  maiden  perceive  that 
she  was  known  by  him,  untU  she  chose  of  her  own  accord  to 
lay  aside  her  mysteiy. 

While  these  thoughts  passed  rapidly  through  his  imagina- 
tion, Annette  bade  the  lad  drop  his  nets,  and  directed  him  that, 
having  taken  two  of  the  best-fed  partridges  from  the  covey  and 
carried  them  mto  the  kitchen,  he  was  to  set  the  rest  at  liberty. 

'  I  must  provide  supper,'  said  she  to  the  traveller,  '  since  I 
am  bringing  home  unexpected  company.' 

Arthur  eamertly  expreaaed  his  hope  that  hia  experiendng 
the  hospitality  of  the  castle  would  occasion  no  trouble  to  the 
inmates,  and  received  satisfactory  assurances  upon  the  subject 
of  his  scruples. 

'  I  would  not  willingly  be  the  cause  of  inconvenience  to  your 
mistress,'  pursued  the  traveller. 

'Look  you  there,'  said  Annette  Yeilohen,  'I  have  said  no- 
thing of  master  or  mistress,  and  this  poor  forlorn  traveller  has 
already  concluded  in  his  own  mind  that  he  is  to  be  harboured 
in  a  lady's  bower ! ' 

'  Why,  did  you  not  tell  me,'  said  Arthur,  somewhat  confused 
at  his  blunder,  'that  you  were  the  person  of  second  importance 
in  the  placet  A  damsel,  I  judged,  could  only  be  an  officer 
under  a  female  governor.' 

'I  do  not  see  the  justice  of  the  conclusion,'  replied  the 
maiden.  '  I  have  known  ladies  bear  offices  of  trust  in  lords' 
families — ^nay,  and  over  the  lords  themselves.' 

*Am  I  to  understand,  fair  damsel,  that  you  hold  so  pre- 
dominant a  situation  in  the  castle  which  we  are  now  approach- 
ing, and  of  which  I  pray  you  to  tell  me  the  name  t ' 

'  The  name  of  the  castle  is  Amheim,'  said  Annette. 

'  Your  garrison  must  be  a  large  one,'  said  Arthur,  looking 
at  the  extensive  building,  *  if  you  are  able  to  man  such  a  laby- 
rinth of  walls  and  towers.' 

'In  that  point,'  said  Annette,  'I  must  needs  own  we  are 
very  deficient.  At  present,  we  rather  hide  in  the  castle  than 
inhabit  it;  and  yet  it  is  well  enough  defended  by  the  reports 
which  frighten  every  other  person  who  might  disturb  its 
sedudon.' 

'And  yet  vou  yourselves  dare  to  reside  in  itf  said  the  Eng- 
lishman, recollectmg  the  tale  which  had  been  told  by  Rudolph 
Donnerhugel  concerning  the  character  of  ihe  Barons  of  Am- 
heim, and  the  final  catastrophe  of  the  family. 

'Perhaps,'  replied  his  guide,  'we  are  too  intunate  with  the 
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oaujse  of  suoh  fears  to  feel  ouraelyes  strongly  oppressed  with 
them ;  perhaps  we  have  means  of  encountering  the  supposed 
terrors  proper  to  ourselves;  perhaps,  and  it  is  not  the  least 
likely  conjecture,  we  have  no  choice  of  a  better  place  of  refuge. 
Such  seems  to  be  your  own  fate  at  present,  sir,  for  the  tops  of 
the  distant  hills  are  gradually  losing  the  lights  of  the  evening, 
and  if  you  rest  not  in  Amheim,  well  contented  or  not,  you  are 
likely  to  find  no  safe  lodging  for  many  a  mile.' 

As  she  thus  spoke,  she  separated  from  Arthur,  taking,  with 
the  fowler  who  attended  her,  a  very  steep  but  short  footpath, 
which  ascended  straight  up  to  the  site  of  the  castle ;  at  the 
same  time  motioning  to  the  young  Englishman  to  follow  a 
horse-track,  which,  more  circuitous,  led  to  the  same  point,  and, 
though  less  direct,  was  considerably  more  easy. 

He  soon  stood  before  the  soutiL  front  of  Amheim  Castle, 
which  was  a  much  larger  building  than  he  had  conceived,  either 
from  Rudolph's  description  or  from  the  distant  view.  It  had 
been  erected  at  many  different  periods,  and  a  considerable  part 
of  the  edifice  was  less  in  the  strict  Gothic  than  in  what  has 
been  termed  the  Saracenic  style,  in  which  the  imagination  of 
the  architect  is  more  florid  thim  that  which  is  usually  indulged 
in  the  North — ^rich  in  minarets,  cupolas,  and  similar  approxi- 
mations to  Oriental  structures.  This  singular  building  bore  a 
general  appearance  of  desolation  and  desertion,  but  Rudolph 
had  been  misinformed  when  he  declared  that  it  had  become 
ruinous.  On  the  contrary,  it  had  been  maintained  with  con- 
siderable care ;  and  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Emperor, 
although  no  garrison  was  maintained  within  its  precincts,  care 
was  tii^en  to  keep  the  building  in  repair;  and  though  the 
prejudices  of  the  country  people  prevented  any  one  from  pass- 
ing the  night  within  the  fearful  walls,  yet  it  was  regularly 
visited  from  time  to  time  by  a  person  having  commission  from 
the  Imperial  Chancery  to  that  effect.  The  occupation  of  the 
domain  around  the  castle  was  a  valuable  compensation  for  this 
official  person's  labour,  and  he  took  care  not  to  endanger  the 
loss  of  it  by  neglecting  his  duty.  Of  late  this  officer  had  been 
withdrawn,  and  now  it  appeared  that  the  young  baroness  of 
Amheim  had  found  refuge  in  the  deserted  towers  of  her 
ancestors. 

The  Swiss  damsel  did  not  leave  the  youthful  traveller  time 
to  study  particularly  the  exterior  of  the  castle,  or  to  construe 
the  meaning  of  emblems  and  mottoes,  seemingly  of  an  Oriental 
character,  with  which  the  outside  was  inscribed,  and  which 
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expressed  in  Yarious  modes,  mote  or  less  directly,  the  attach- 
ment of  the  builders  of  this  extensive  pile  to  the  learning  of 
the  Eastern  sages.  Ere  he  had  time  to  take  more  than  a 
general  survey  of  the  place,  the  voice  of  the  Swiss  maiden 
called  him  to  an  angle  of  the  wall  in  which  there  was  a  pro- 
jection, from  whence  a  long  plank  extended  over  a  dry 
moat^  and  was  connected  with  a  window  in  which  Annette 
was  standing. 

^  Tou  have  forgotten  your  Swiss  lessons  already,'  said  she, 
observing  that  Axthur  went  rather  timidly  about  crossing  the 
temporary  and  precarious  drawbridge. 

The  reflection  that  Anne,  her  mistress,  might  make  the 
same  observation  recaUed  the  young  traveller  to  the  necessary 
degree  of  composure.  He  passed  over  the  plank  with  the  same 
mmg  froid  wiUi  which  he  had  learned  to  brave  the  far  more 
terrific  bridge  beneath  the  ruinous  Castle  of  Geierstein.  He 
had  no  sooner  entered  the  window  than  Annette,  taking  off  her 
mask,  bade  him  welcome  to  Germany,  and  to  old  friends  with 
new  names. 

'Anne  of  Geierstein,'  she  said,  'is  no  more;  but  you  will 
presently  see  the  Lady  Baroness  of  Amheim,  who  is  extremely 
like  her ;  and  I,  who  was  Annette  YeUchen  in  Switserland,  the 
servant  to  a  damsel  who  was  not  esteemed  much  greater  than 
myself,  am  now  the  young  baroness's  waithig-woman,  and  make 
everybody  of  less  quality  stand  back.' 

'If,  in  such  droumstances,'  said  yoimg  Philipson,  *you  have 
the  influence  due  to  your  consequence,  let  me  beseech  of  you  to 
tell  the  baroness,  since  we  must  now  call  her  so,  that  my  present 
intrusion  on  her  is  occasioned  by  my  ignorance.' 

'Away — away,'  said  the  girl,  laughing,  'I  know  better  what 
to  say  in  your  behalf.  Tou  are  not  the  first  poor  man  and 
pedlar  that  has  got  the  graces  of  a  great  lady ;  but  I  warrant 
you  it  was  not  by  making  humble  apologies,  and  talking  of 
unintentional  intrusion.  I  will  tell  her  of  love,  which  all  the 
Rhine  cannot  quench,  and  which  has  driven  you  hither,  leaving 
you  no  other  choice  than  to  come  or  to  peridi  1 ' 

'  Nay,  but,  Annette — ^Annette ^ 

'  Fie  on  you  for  a  fool — ^make  a  shorter  name  of  it :  cry 
"  Anne — ^Anne  1 "  and  there  will  be  more  prospect  of  your  being 
answered.' 

So  saying,  the  wOd  giri  ran  out  of  the  room,  delighted,  as 
a  mountaineer  of  her  description  was  likely  to  be,  with  the 
thought  of  having  done  as  she  would  desire  to  be  done  by,  in 
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above  all,  my  maidenly  pride  forbids  me  fixing  my  aflfeotions 
on  one  who  cares  not  for  me — nay,  perhaps,  is  prejudioed 
against  me  by  appearances.' 

'Here  is  a  fine  homily  1'  said  Annette;  'but  I  can  clear 
every  point  of  it  as  easily  as  Father  Francis  does  his  text  in  a 
holiday  sermon.  Tour  birth  is  a  silly  dream,  which  you  have 
only  learned  to  value  within  these  two  or  three  days,  when, 
having  come  to  Qerman  soil,  some  of  the  dd  Oerman  weed, 
usually  called  family  pride,  has  begun  to  germinate  in  your 
heart  Think  of  su^  folly  as  you  thought  when  you  lived  at 
Qeierstein — that  is,  during  all  the  rational  part  of  your  life — 
and  this  great  terrible  prejudice  will  sink  into  nothing.  By  con- 
dition, I  conceive  you  mean  estate.  But  Philipson's  hither, 
who  is  the  most  free-hearted  of  men,  will  surely  give  his  son  as 
many  secchins  as  will  stock  a  mountain  farm.  Tou  have  fire- 
wood for  the  cutting,  and  land  for  the  occupying,  since  you  are 
surely  entitled  to  part  of  Qeierstein,  and  gladly  will  your  unde 
put  you  in  possession  of  it.  Tou  can  manage  the  dairy,  Arthur 
can  shoot^  hunt,  fish,  plough,  harrow,  and  reap.' 

Anne  of  Qeierstein  shook  her  head,  as  if  she  greatly  doubted 
her  lover's  skill  in  the  last  of  the  accomplishments  enumerated. 

'Well — ^well,  he  can  learn,  then,'  said  Annette  VeUchen; 
'and  you  will  only  live  the  harder  the  first  year  or  so. 
Besides,  Sigiamund  Biedennan  will  aid  him  willingly,  and  he 
is  a  very  horse  at  labour;  and  I  know  another  bendes  who  is 
a  friend ' 

'  Of  thine  own,  I  warrant,'  quoth  the  young  baroness. 

'Marry,  it  is  my  poor  friend,  Louis  [Martin]  Sprenger;  and 
111  never  be  so  false-hearted  as  to  deny  my  bachelor.' 

'Well — well,  but  what  is  to  be  the  end  of  all  thisf  said  the 
baroness,  impatiently. 

'  The  end  of  it^  in  my  opinion,'  said  Annette,  '  is  very  simple. 
Here  are  priests  and  prayer-books  within  a  inile ;  go  down  to 
the  parlour,  speak  your  mind  to  your  lover,  or  hear  him  speak 
his  mind  to  you ;  join  hands,  go  quietly  back  to  Qeierstein  in  the 
character  of  man  and  wife,  and  get  everything  ready  to  receive 
your  uncle  on  his  return.  This  is  the  way  that  a  plain  Swiss 
wench  would  cut  off  the  romance  of  a  Qerman  ba3x>ne8s ' 

'And  break  the  heart  of  her  father,'  said  the  young  lady, 
with  a  sigh. 

'  It  is  more  tough  than  you  are  aware  of,'  replied  Annette ; 
'  he  hath  not  lived  without  you  so  long,  but  tJiat  he  will  be 
able  to  spare  you  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  a  great  deal  more  easily 
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than  you,  with  all  jour  newfangled  ideas  of  quality,  will  be  able 
to  endure  hia  BchemeB  of  wealti^  and  ambition,  which  will  aim 
at  making  you  the  wife  of  some  iUustrious  count,  like  De 
£[agenbaoh,  whom  we  saw  not  long  since  make  such  an  edify- 
ing end,  to  the  great  example  of  all  robber-chiyaliy  upon  the 
Rhine.' 

'  Thy  plan  is  naught,  wench — a  childish  vision  of  a  girl  who 
never  knew  more  of  life  than  she  has  heard  told  over  her 
milking-paO.  Remember  that  my  unde  entertains  the  highest 
ideas  of  family  discipline,  and  that  to  act  contrary  to  my  father's 
will  would  destroy  us  in  his  good  opinion.  Why  else  am  I  here  1 
Wherefore  has  he  resigned  his  guardianship)  and  why  am  I 
obliged  to  change  the  habits  that  are  dear  to  me,  and  assume 
the  manners  of  a  people  that  are  strange,  and  therefore  un- 
pleasing  to  me  t ' 

'Tour  uncle,'  said  Annette,  firmly,  'is  lAndamman  of  the 
Canton  of  lUterwalden,  respects  its  freedom,  and  is  the  sworn 
protector  of  its  laws,  of  which,  when  you,  a  denisen  of  the  Con- 
federacy, claim  the  protection,  he  cannot  refuse  it  to  you.' 

'Even  then,'  said  the  young  baroneas,  'I  should  forfeit  his 
good  opinion,  his  more  than  paternal  affection ;  but  it  is  needless 
to  dwell  upon  this.  Know  that,  although  I  could  have  loved 
the  young  man,  whom  I  will  not  deny  to  be  as  amiable  as 
your  partiality  paints  him — ^know ' — she  hesitated  for  a  moment 
— 'that  he  has  never  spoken  a  word  to  me  on  such  a  subject 
as  you,  without  knowing  either  his  sentiments  or  mine,  would 
intrude  on  my  consideration.' 

'  Is  it  possible  t'  answered  Annette.  '  I  thought — I  believed, 
though  I  have  never  pressed  on  your  confidence — ^that  you  must 
— attoched  as  you  were  to  each  other — have  spoken  together, 
like  true  maid  and  true  bachelor,  before  now.  I  have  done 
wrong,  when  I  thought  to  do  for  the  best.  Is  it  possible — 
such  things  have  been  heard  of  even  in  our  canton — is  it 
possible  he  can  have  harboured  so  unutterably  base  purposes 
as  that  Martin  of  Brisadi,  who  made  love  to  Adda  of  the 
Sundgau,  enticed  her  to  folly — the  thing,  though  almost  in- 
credible, is  true — ^fled — ^fled  nrom  the  country  and  boasted  of 
his  villainy,  till  her  cousin  Raymund  silenced  for  ever  his 
infamous  triumph,  by  beating  his  brains  out  with  his  dub, 
even  in  the  very  street  of  tb^  villain's  native  townt  By  the 
Holy  Mother  of  Emsiedlen !  could  I  suspect  this  Englishman 
of  meditating  such  treason,  I  would  saw  the  plank  across  the 
moat  till  a  fly's  weight  would  break  it,  and  it  should  be  at  six 
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fftthomdeep  that  he  should  abye  the  perfidy  which  dared  to  medi- 
tate diBhonoor  against  an  adopted  daughter  of  Switserland  1' 

As  Annette  Yeilohen  spoke,  all  the  fire  of  her  moimtain 
courage  flashed  from  her  eyes,  and  she  listened  teluotantly 
while  Anne  of  Geierstein  endeayoured  to  obliterate  the  danger- 
ous impression  which  her  former  words  had  impressed  on  her 
simple  but  faithful  attendant 

'On  my  word,'  she  said — 'on  my  soul,  you  do  Arthur 
Philipeon  injustice — foul  injustice,  in  intimating  such  a  sua- 
pidon.  His  conduct  towards  me  has  CTcr  been  upii^t  and 
honourable :  a  friend  to  a  friend — a  brother  to  a  sister — could 
not,  in  all  he  has  done  and  said,  haye  been  more  respectful, 
more  anxiously  affectionate,  more  undeviatingly  candid.  In  our 
frequent  interviews  and  intercourse  he  luis  indeed  seemed 
yery  kind — ^yery  attached.  But  had  I  been  disposed — at  times 
I  may  haye  been  too  much  so— to  listen  to  him  with  endurance^' 
— the  young  lady  here  put  her  hand  on  her  forehead,  but  the 
tears  streamed  through  her  slender  fingers — 'he  has  neyer 
spoken  of  any  loye — any  preference ;  if  he  indeed  entertains 
any,  wome  obstacle,  insurmountable  on  his  part,  has  interfered 
to  preyent  him.' 

'Obstacle  1'  replied  the  Swiss  damsel.  'Ay,  doubtless — 
some  chUdish  bashf ulness — some  foolish  idea  about  your  birth 
being  so  high  aboye  his  own — some  dream  of  modesty  pushed 
to  extremity,  which  considers  as  impenetrable  the  ice  of  a 
spring  frost  This  delusion  may  be  brc^en  by  a  moment's 
encouragement^  and  I  will  take  the  task  on  myself,  to  spaxe 
your  blushes,  my  dearest  Anne.' 

'No— no-— for  Heayen's  sake,  no^  Yeilchen!'  answered  the 
baroness,  to  whom  Annette  had  so  long  been  a  companion  and 
confidante,  rather  than  a  domestic.  '  Tou  cannot  anticipate  the 
nature  of  the  obstacles  which  may  preyent  his  thinking  on  what 
you  are  so  desirous  to  promote.  Hear  me.  My  early  education, 
and  the  instructions  of  my  kind  unde,  haye  taught  me  to  know 
something  more  of  foreigners  and  their  fashions  than  I  eyer 
could  haye  learned  in  our  happy  retirement  of  Qeierstein ;  I  am 
weUnigh  conyinced  that  these  Philipsons  are  of  rank,  as  they 
are  of  manners  and  bearing,  hr  superior  to  the  occupation  which 
they  appear  to  hold.  The  father  is  a  man  of  deep  obaeryation, 
of  high  thought  and  pretension,  and  lavish  of  gifts,  far  beyond 
what  consists  with  the  utmost  liberality  of  a  trader.' 

'  That  is  true,'  said  Annette ;  '  I  will  say  for  myself,  that  the 
sUver  chain  he  gave  me  weighs  against  ten  silver  crowns,  and 
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the  dOflB  whioh  Arthur  added  to  it»  the  day  after  the  long  ride 
we  had  tofgestheir  up  towards  Mona  Pilatre,  is  worth,  they  tell 
me^  as  much  more.  There  is  not  the  like  of  it  in  the  cantons. 
WeU,  what  then!  They  are  rich,  so  are  you.  So  much  the 
better.' 

'Alas!  Annette^  they  are  not  only  rich,  but  noble.  I  am 
persuaded  of  this;  for  I  have  obeerred  often  that  even  l^e 
father  retreated,  with  an  air  of  quiet  and  dignified  contempt, 
from  discussions  with  Donnerhugel  and  others,  who,  in  our 
plain  way,  wished  to  fasten  a  dispute  upon  him.  And  when  a 
rude  observation  or  blunt  pleasantry  was  pointed  at  the  son, 
his  eye  flashed,  his  cheek  coloured,  and  it  was  only  a  glance 
frcxm  his  father  which  induced  him  to  repress  the  retort  of  no 
friendly  character  whioh  rose  to  his  lips.' 

'Tou  have  been  a  close  observer,'  said  Annette.  'All  this 
may  be  true,  but  I  noted  it  not  But  what  then,  I  say  once 
more  t  If  Arthur  has  some  fine  noble  name  in  his  own  country, 
are  not  you  yourself  Baroness  of  Amheim  t  And  I  will  frankly 
allow  it  as  something  of  worth,  if  it  smooths  the  way  to  a 
match  where  I  think  you  must  look  for  happiness.  I  hope  so, 
else  I  am  sure  it  should  haye  no  encouragement  from  me.' 

'  I  do  beliere  so^  my  faithful  Yeilchen ;  but»  alas  t  how  can 
you,  in  the  state  o^  natural  freedom  in  which  you  have  been 
bred,  know,  or  even  dream,  of  the  various  restraints  which  this 
gilded  or  golden  chain  of  rank  and  nobilily  hangs  upon  those 
whom  it  fetters  and  encumbers,  I  fear,  as  much  as  it  decoratest 
In  every  country  the  distinction  of  rank  binds  men  to  certain 
duties.  It  may  carry  with  it  restrictionB,  which  may  prevent 
alliances  in  foreign  countries ;  it  often  may  prevent  them  from 
consulting  their  inclinations  when  they  wed  in  their  own.  It 
leads  to  alliances  in  whioh  the  heart  is  never  consulted,  to 
tareaties  of  marriage  which  are  often  fonned  when  the  parties 
are  in  the  cradle,  or  in  leading-strings,  but  which  are  not  the 
lees  binding  on  them  in  honour  and  faith.  Such  may  exist  in 
the  present  case.  These  alliances  are  often  blended  and  mixed 
up  with  state  policy ;  and  if  the  interest  of  England,  or  what 
he  deems  such,  should  have  occasioned  the  elder  Philipson  to 
form  such  an  engagement,  Arthur  would  break  his  own  heart 
— ^the  heart  of  any  one  else-^rather  than  make  false  his  father's 
word.' 

'The  more  shame  to  them  that  formed  such  an  engage- 
ment!' said  Annette.  'Well,  they  talk  of  England  being  a 
free  country ;  but  if  they  can  bar  young  men  and  women  of 
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the  natoial  privilege  to  call  their  hands  and  hearts  their  own, 
I  would  as  soon  he  a  Gennan  serf.  Well,  lady,  you  are  wise, 
and  I  am  ignorant.  Bat  what  is  to  he  donef  I  have  hrought 
this  young  man  here^  expecting,  God  knows,  a  happier  issue  to 
your  meeting.  But  it  is  clear  you  cannot  many  him  without 
his  asking  you.  Now,  although  I  confess  that^  if  I  could  think 
him  willmg  to  forfeit  the  hand  of  the  faureet  maid  of  the 
cantons,  either  from  want  of  manly  courage  to  ask  it  or  from 
regard  to  some  ridiculous  engagement  formed  hetwixt  his  father 
and  some  other  nohleman  of  their  island  of  nohlemen,  I  would 
not  in  either  case  grudge  him  a  ducking  in  the  moat;  yet  it 
is  another  question  whedier  we  should  send  him  down  to  he 
murdered  among  those  cut- throats  of  the  Rhinegraye;  and 
unless  we  do  so,  I  know  not  how  to  get  rid  of  him.' 

'Then  let  the  hoy  William  give  attendance  on  him  here, 
and  do  you  see  to  his  accommodation.  It  is  hest  we  do  not 
meet.' 

'I  will,'  said  Annette;  'yet  what  am  I  to  say  for  yout 
Unhappily,  I  let  him  know  that  you  were  here.' 

'  Alas,  imprudent  girl  i  Tet  why  should  I  blame  thee,'  said 
Anne  of  Geierstein,  '  when  the  imprudence  has  been  so  great 
on  my  own  sidet  It  is  myself  who^  sufiforing  my  imagination 
to  rest  too  long  upon  this  young  man  and  his  merits,  have  led 
me  into  this  entuiglement.  But  I  will  show  thee  tiiat  I  can 
overcome  this  folly,  and  I  will  not  seek  in  my  own  error  a 
cause  for  evading  the  duties  of  hospitality.  Go^  Veilchen,  get 
some  refreshment  ready.  Thou  shalt  sup  with  us,  and  thou 
must  not  leave  us.  Tliou  shalt  see  me  behave  as  becomes 
both  a  German  lady  and  a  Swiss  maiden.  Get  me  first  a 
candle,  however,  my  girl,  for  I  must  wash  these  tell-tales,  my 
eyes,  and  arrange  my  dress.' 

To  Annette  this  whole  explanation  had  been  one  scene  of 
astonishment^  for,  in  the  simple  ideas  of  love  and  courtship  in 
which  she  had  been  brought  up  amid  the  Swiss  mountains,  she 
had  expected  that  the  two  lovers  would  have  taken  the  first 
opportunity  of  the  absence  of  their  natural  guardians,  and  have 
united  themselves  for  ever ;  and  she  had  even  arranged  a  little 
secondary  plot,  in  which  she  herself  and  Martin  Sprenger,  her 
faithful  bachelor,  were  to  reside  with  the  young  couple  as 
friends  and  dependants.  Silenced,  therefore,  but  not  satisfied, 
by  the  objections  of  her  young  mistress,  the  sealous  Annette 
retreated,  murmuring  to  herself — 'That  little  hint  about  her 
dress  is  the  only  natural  and  sensible  word  she  has  said  in  my 
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hearing.  Please  Qod,  I  will  return  and  help  her  m  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye.  That  dresfdng  my  mistress  is  the  only  part  of 
a  waiting-lady's  life  that  I  have  the  least  fancy  for :  it  seems 
so  natuiml  for  one  pretty  maiden  to  set  off  another — ^m  faith  we 
are  but  learning  to  dress  ounselTes  at  another  time.' 

And  with  this  sage  remark  Annette  Yeilchen  tripped  down- 
stairs. 


CHAPTER  XXII 

T«I1  me  not  of  it — I  could  ne'er  abide 
The  mummery  of  all  that  forced  civility. 
'  Pray,  seat  ^urself,  my  lord. '    With  cringing  hams 
The  speech  u  spoken,  and,  with  bended  knee, 
Heard  bv  the  smiling  ooartier.     '  Before  you,  sir  f 
It  must  be  on  the  earth  then.'    Hang  it  all ! 
The  piide  which  cloaks  itself  in  such  poor  fashion 
Is  scarcely  fit  to  swell  a  beggar's  bosom. 

(MPlay. 

Ufstaibs  and  downstairB  tripped  Annette  Yeilchen,  the  soul 
of  all  that  was  going  on  in  the  only  habitable  comer  of  the 
huge  castle  of  Amheim.  She  was  equal  to  eveiy  kind  of  Berricei 
and  therefore  popped  her  head  into  the  stable  to  be  sure  that 
William  attended  properly  to  Arthur's  horse,  looked  into  the 
kitchen  to  see  that  the  old  cook,  Marthon,  roasted  the  partridges 
in  due  time  (an  interference  for  which  she  received  Httle 
thanks),  rummaged  out  a  flask  or  two  of  Rhine  wine  from  the 
huge  Dom  Daniel  of  a  cellar,  and,  finally,  just  peeped  into  the 
parlour  to  see  how  Arthur  was  looking;  when,  having  the 
satisfaction  to  see  he  had  in  the  best  manner  he  could  sedulously 
arranged  his  person,  she  assured  him  that  he  should  shortly  see 
her  mistress,  who  was  rather  indisposed,  yet  could  not  refrain 
from  coming  down  to  see  so  valued  an  acquaintance. 

Arthur  blushed  when  she  spoke  thus,  and  seemed  so  hand- 
some in  the  waiting-maid's  eye,  that  she  could  not  help  saying 
to  herself,  as  she  went  to  her  young  lady's  room — ^WeU,  if 
true  love  cannot  manage  to  bring  that  couple  together,  in  spite 
of  all  the  obstacles  that  they  stand  boggling  at^  I  will  never 
believe  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  true  love  in  the  world,  let 
Martin  Sprenger  say  what  he  will,  and  swear  to  it  on  the 
Gospels.' 

When  she  reached  the  young  baroness's  apartment^  she  found, 
to  her  surprise,  that,  instead  of  having  put  on  what  finery 
she  possessed,  that  young  lady's  choice  had  preferred  the  same 
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simple  kirUeirhioh  she  had  worn  during  the  fint  day  that  Arthur 
had  dined  at  Geienrtein.  Annette  looked  at  fint  puzsled  and 
doubtful,  then  suddenly  recognised  the  good  taste  whioh  had 
dictated  the  attire,  and  exclaimed,  'Tou  are  right — ^you  are 
right :  it  is  best  to  meet  him  as  a  free-hearted  Sinss  maiden.' 

Anne  also  smiled  as  she  replied,  '  But,  at  the  same  time,  in 
the  walls  of  Amheim,  I  must  appear  in  some  respect  as  the 
daughter  of  my  father.  Here,  girl,  aid  me  to  put  this  gem 
upon  the  riband  which  binds  my  hair.' 

It  was  an  aigrette,  or  plume,  composed  of  two  feathers  of 
a  vulture,  fastened  together  by  an  opal,  which  changed  to  the 
changing  light  with  a  yariability  which  enchanted  the  Swiss 
damsel,  who  had  never  seen  anyl^ng  resembling  it  in  her  life. 

'Now,  Baroness  Anne,'  said  she,  'if  that  pretty  thing  be 
really  worn  as  a  sign  of  your  rank,  it  is  the  only  thing  belong- 
ing to  your  dignity  that  I  should  ever  think  of  coveting;  for  it 
d(^  shimmer  and  change  colour  after  a  most  wonderful  fashion, 
even  something  like  one's  own  cheek  when  one  is  fluttered.' 

'Alas,  Annette  1'  said  the  baroness,  passing  her  hand  across 
her  eyes,  'of  all  the  gauds  which  the  females  of  my  house  have 
owned,  this  periiaps  hath  been  the  most  fatal  to  its  possessors.' 

'And  why  then  wear  it f  said  Annette.  'Why  wearitnow, 
of  all  days  in  the  year!' 

'  Because  it  best  reminds  me  of  my  duty  to  my  father  and 
fiimily.  And  now,  girl,  look  thou  sit  with  us  at  table,  and 
leave  not  the  apartment ;  and  see  thou  fly  not  to  and  fro  to 
help  thyself  or  others  wiUi  anything  on  the  board,  but  remain 
quiet  imd  seated  till  William  helps  you  to  what  you  have 
occasion  for.' 

'Well,  that  is  a  gentle  fashion  which  I  like  well  enough,' 
said  Annette,  'and  William  serves  us  so  debonairly,  that  it  is  a 
joy  to  see  him;  yet,  ever  and  anon,  Ifeelas  I  were  not  Annette 
Yeilchen  herself,  but  only  Annette  Yeilchen's  picture,  since  I 
can  neither  rise,  sit  down,  run  about,  or  stand  stOl  without 
breaking  some  rule  of  courtly  breeding.  It  is  not  so,  I  dare- 
say, wil^  you,  who  are  always  mannerly.' 

'Less  courtly  than  thou  seemest  to  think,'  said  the  high- 
bom  maiden;  'but  I  feel  the  restraint  more  on  the  greensward, 
and  under  heaven's  free  air,  than  when  I  undergo  it  dosed 
within  the  walls  of  an  apartment.' 

'Ah,  true— the  dancing,'  said  Annette;  '  that  was  scHnething 
to  be  Sony  for  indeed.' 

'But  most  am  I  sorry,  Annette,  that  I  cannot  tell  whether  I 
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act  preoiflely  right  or  wrong  in  seeing  thia  young  man,  though 
it  must  be  for  the  last  time.  Were  my  father  to  arrive  t  Were 
Ital  Sohreckenwald  to  return ' 

'Tour  father  is  too  deeply  engaged  on  scHne  of  his  dark  and 
mystic  errands,'  said  the  flippant  Swiss — 'sailed  to  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Brockenberg,  where  witches  hold  their  sabbath,  or 
gone  on  a  hunting-party  with  the  Wild  Huntsman.' 

'Fie,  Annette,  how  dare  you  talk  thus  of  my  &thert' 

'Why,  I  know  little  of  him  personally,'  said  the  damsel, 
'and  you  yourself  do  not  know  much  more.  And  how  should 
that  be  false  which  all  men  say  is  true  f ' 

'  Why,  fool,  what  do  they  say  f ' 

'Why,  that  the  count  is  a  wizard,  that  your  grandmother 
was  a  wiU-of-wisp,  and  old  Ital  Schreckenwald  a  bom  deyil  in- 
carnate ;  and  there  is  some  truth  in  that^  whatever  comes  of 
the  rest' 

'Where  is  hef 

'  Gone  down  to  spend  the  night  in  the  village,  to  see  the 
Rhinegrave's  men  quartered,  and  keep  them  in  some  order,  if 
possible ;  for  the  soldiers  are  disappointed  of  pay  which  they 
had  been  promised ;  and  when  this  happens,  nothing  resembles 
a  lanzkneoht  except  a  chafed  bear.' 

'  Go  we  down  then,  girl ;  it  is  perhaps  the  last  night  which 
we  may  spend  for  years  with  a  certain  degree  of  freedom.' 

I  will  not  pretend  to  describe  the  marked  embanassment  with 
which  Arthur  Philipson  and  Anne  of  Geierstein  met :  neither 
lifted  their  eyes,  neither  spoke  intelligibly,  as  they  greeted 
each  other,  and  the  maiden  herself  did  not  blush  more  deeplv 
than  her  modest  visitor ;  while  the  good-humoured  Swiss  girl, 
whose  ideas  of  love  partook  of  the  freedom  of  a  more  Arcadian 
country  and  its  customs,  looked  on  with  eyebrows  a  little 
arched,  much  in  wonder,  and  a  little  in  contempt,  at  a  couple 
who,  as  she  might  think,  acted  with  such  unnatural  and  con- 
strained reserve.  Deep  was  the  reverence  and  the  blush  with 
which  Arthur  offered  his  hand  to  the  young  lady,  and  her 
acceptance  of  the  courtesy  had  the  same  character  of  extreme 
bashf  ulness,  agitation,  and  embarrassment.  In  shorty  though 
little  or  nothing  intelligible  passed  between  this  very  handsome 
and  interesting  couple,  the  interview  itself  did  not  on  that 
account  lose  any  interest.  Arthur  handed  the  maiden,  as  was 
the  duty  of  a  gallant  of  the  day,  into  the  next  room,  where 
their  repast  was  prepared;  and  Annette,  who  watched  with 
singular  attention  eveiything  which  occurred,  felt  with  astonish- 
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ment  that  the  fonns  and  oeremonieB  of  the  higher  orders  of 
society  had  such  an  influence,  even  over  her  free-bom  mind, 
as  the  rites  of  the  Druids  over  that  of  the  Roman  general,  when 
he  said — 

I  scorn  them,  yet  they  awe  me. 

'What  can  have  changed  themf  said  Annette.  'When  at 
Geierstein,  they  looked  but  like  another  girl  and  bachelor,  only 
that  Anne  is  so  Tery  handsome ;  but  now  they  move  in  time 
and  manner  as  if  they  were  leading  a  stately  paTin,  and  behaye 
to  each  other  with  as  much  fonnal  respect  as  if  he  were  Land- 
amman  of  the  Unterwalden  and  she  the  first  lady  of  Beme. 
Tis  all  yery  fine^  doubtless,  but  it  is  not  the  way  that  Martin 
Sprenger  makes  love.' 

Appaiently,  the  circumstances  in  which  each  of  the  young 
people  were  placed  recalled  to  them  the  habits  of  lofty,  and 
somewhat  formal,  courteey  to  which  they  might  have  been 
accustomed  in  former  days;  and  while  the  baroness  felt  it 
necessary  to  observe  the  strictest  decorum,  in  order  to  qualify 
the  reception  of  Arthur  into  the  interior  of  her  retreat,  he,  on 
the  other  hand,  endeavoured  to  show,  by  the  pnxfoimdness  of 
his  respect^  that  he  was  incapable  <k  misusing  the  kindness 
with  which  he  had  been  treated.  They  placed  themselves  at 
table,  scrupulously  observing  the  distance  which  might  become 
a  '  virtuous  gentleman  and  maid.'  The  youth  William  did  the 
service  of  the  entertainment  with  deftness  and  courtesy,  as  one 
weU  accustomed  to  such  duty ;  and  Annette,  placing  herself 
between  them,  and  endeavouring,  as  closely  as  she  could,  to 
adhere  to  the  ceremonies  which  she  saw  them  observe,  made 
practice  of  the  civilities  which  were  expected  from  the  attendant 
of  a  baroness.  Various,  however,  were  the  errors  which  she 
committed.  Her  demeanour  in  general  was  that  of  a  grey- 
hound in  the  slips,  ready  to  start  up  eveiy  moment ;  and  she 
was  only  withheld  by  the  recollection  that  she  was  to  ask  for 
that  which  she  had  fur  more  mind  to  help  herself  to. 

Other  points  of  etiquette  were  transgressed  in  their  turn, 
after  the  repast  was  over  and  the  attendant  had  retired.  The 
waiting  damsel  often  mingled  too  unceremoniously  in  the  con- 
versation, and  could  not  help  calling  her  mistress  by  her  Chris- 
tian name  of  Anne,  and,  in  defiance  of  all  decorum,  addressed 
her,  as  well  as  Philipson,  with  the  pronoun  'thou,'  which  then, 
as  well  as  now,  was  a  dreadful  solecism  in  Oennan  politeness. 
Her  blunders  were  so  far  fortunate,  that^  by  furnishing  the 
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young  lady  and  ArUiur  with  a  topio  foreign  to  the  peculiaritieB 
of  tli^ir  own  situation,  they  enabled  them  to  withdraw  their 
attentions  from  its  embanassments,  and  to  exchange  smiles  at 
poor  Annette's  expense.  She  was  not  long  of  peroeiying  thi% 
and  half  nettled,  half  availing  herself  of  &e  apology  to  speak 
her  mind,  said,  with  considerable  spirit^  'You  have  both 
been  very  merry,  forsooth,  at  my  expense,  and  all  because  I 
wished  rather  to  rise  and  seek  what  I  wanted  than  wait  till  the 
poor  fellow  who  was  kept  trotting  between  the  board  and 
beauffet  found  leisure  to  bring  it  to  me.  You  laugh  at  me  now, 
because  I  call  you  by  your  names,  as  they  were  given  to 
you  in  the  blessed  church  at  your  christening ;  and  because 
I  say  to  you  "  thee  "  and  **  thou,''  addressing  my  Junoker  and 
my  Yun^rau  as  I  would  do  if  I  were  on  my  knees  praying  to 
Heaven.  But  for  all  your  new-world  fancies,  I  can  tell  you, 
you  are  but  a  couple  of  children,  who  do  not  know  your  own 
minds,  and  are  jesting  away  the  only  leisure  g^ven  you  to  pro- 
vide for  your  own  happiness.  Nay,  frown  not,  my  sweet  Mistoees 
Baroness ;  I  have  looked  at  Mount  Pilatre  too  often  to  fear  a 
gloomy  brow,' 

'Peace,  Annette,'  said  her  mistress,  'or  quit  the  room.' 

'  Were  I  not  more  your  friend  than  I  am  my  own,'  said  the 
headstrong  and  undaunted  Annette,  '  I  would  quit  the  room, 
and  the  castle  to  boot,  and  leave  you  to  hold  your  house  here 
with  your  amiable  seneschal,  Ital  Sohreckenwald.' 

'  If  not  for  love,  yet  for  shame,  for  charily,  be  silent,  or  leave 
the  room.' 

'Nay,'  said  Annette^  'my  bolt  is  shot,  and  I  have  but  hinted 
at  what  all  upon  Geierstein  green  said,  the  night  when  the 
bow  of  Buttisholz  was  bended.  You  know  what  the  old  saw 
says- 


'Peace — ^peace,  for  Heaven's  sake,  or  I  must  needs  fly! '  said 
the  young  baroness. 

'Nay,  then,'  said  Annette,  considerably  changing  her  tone, 
as  if  afraid  that  her  mistress  should  actually  retire,  'if  you 
must  fly,  necessity  must  have  its  course.  I  know  no  one 
who  can  follow.  This  mistress  of  mine,  Siguier  Arthur,  would 
require  for  her  attendant,  not  a  homely  girl  of  flesh  and  blood 
like  myself,  but  a  waiting-woman  with  substance  composed  of 
gossamer,  and  breath  supplied  by  the  spirit  of  aether.  Would 
you  believe  it,  it  is  seriously  held  by  many  that  she  par- 
takes of  the  race  of  spirito  of  the  elements,  which  makes  her  so 
much  more  bashful  than  maidens  of  this  everyday  world?' 
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Aime  of  Oeientein  seemed  rather  glad  to  lead  away  the 
ooiiTerBation  from  the  turn  which  her  wayward  maiden  had 
given  to  it»  and  to  turn  it  on  more  indifferent  aubjeots,  though 
these  were  still  personal  to  herself. 

'Signior  Arthur/ she  said, '  thinks,  perhaps,  he  has  some  room 
to  nourish  some  such  strange  suspicion  as  jour  heedless  follj 
expresses,  and  some  fools  beBeTe,  both  in  Germany  and  Switzer- 
land. Confess,  Signior  Arthur,  you  thought  strangely  of  me 
when  I  passed  your  guaid  upon  the  brid^  of  Giaffidust,  on 
the  night  last  past.' 

The  recollection  of  the  circumstances  which  had  so  greatly 
surprised  him  at  the  time  so  startled  Arthur,  that  it  was 
with  some  difficulty  he  commanded  himself,  so  as  to  attempt  an 
answer  at  all ;  and  what  he  did  say  on  the  occasion  was  broken 
and  unconnected. 

*  I  did  hear,  I  own — that  is,  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  reported. 
But  that  I  believed  that  you,  gentle  lady,  were  other  than  a 
Christian  maiden * 

'Nay,  if  Rudolph  were  the  reporter,'  said  Annette,  'you 
would  hear  the  worst  of  my  lady  and  her  lineage,  that  is  certain. 
He  is  one  of  those  prudent  personages  who  depreciate  and  find 
fault  with  the  goods  he  has  thoughts  of  purchasing,  in  order  to 
deter  other  offerers.  Tes,  he  told  you  a  fine  goblin  story,  I 
warrant  you,  of  my  lady's  grandmouier ;  and  traly,  it  so  hap- 
pened that  tixe  circumstances  of  the  case  gave,  I  daresay,  some 
colour  in  your  eyes  to ^ 

'Not  so,  Annette,'  answered  Arthur;  'whatever  might  be 
said  of  your  lady  that  sounded  uncouth  and  strange  fell  to  the 
ground  as  incredible.' 

'Not  quite  so  much  so,  I  fancy,'  interrupted  Annette,  with- 
out heeding  sign  or  frown.  '  I  strongly  suspect  I  should  have 
had  much  more  trouble  in  dragging  you  hither  to  this  castle 
had  you  known  you  were  approaching  the  haunt  of  the  Nymph 
of  the  Fire,  the  Salamander,  as  they  call  her,  not  to  mention 
the  shock  of  again  seeing  the  descendant  of  that  Maiden  of  the 
Fiery  Mantle.' 

'Peace^  once  more,  Annette,'  said  her  mistress ;  'since  Fate 
has  occasioned  this  meeting,  let  us  not  neglect  the  opportunity 
to  disabuse  our  English  friend  of  the  absurd  report  he  has 
listened  to  with  doubt  and  wonder  perhaps,  but  not  with  abso- 
lute incredulity. 

'Signior  Arthur  Philipson,'  she  proceeded,  'it  is  true  my 
grandfather,  by  the  mother^s  side,  Baion  Herman  of  Amheim, 
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was  a  man  of  great  knowledge  in  abstaruae  BoienoeB.  He  was 
alao  a  presiding  judge  of  a  tribunal  of  which  you  must  have 
heard,  called  the  Holy  Vehme.  One  night  a  stranger,  closely 
pursued  by  the  agents  of  that  body,  which  (crossing  herself)  it 
is  not  safe  even  to  name,  azriyed  at  the  castle  and  crayed  his 
protection,  and  the  rights  of  hospitality.  My  grandftither, 
finding  the  adyance  which  the  stranger  had  made  to  the  rank 
of  adepts  gaye  him  his  protection,  and  became  bail  to  deliyer 
him  to  answer  the  charge  against  him  for  a  year  and  a  day, 
which  delay  he  was,  it  seems,  entitled  to  require  on  his  behalf. 
They  studied  togetiier  during  that  term,  aiKl  pushed  their  re- 
searches into  the  mysteries  of  nature  as  far,  in  all  probability, 
as  men  haye  the  power  of  urging  them.  Whsa  the  fatal  day 
drew  nigh  on  whidi  the  guest  must  part  from  his  host,  he  asked 
permission  to  bring  his  daughter  to  the  castle,  that  they  might 
exchange  a  last  fturewell.  She  was  introduced  with  much  secrecy, 
and  after  some  days,  finding  that  her  father's  fate  was  so  uncer- 
tain, the  baron,  with  the  sage's  consent^  agreed  to  giye  the 
forlorn  maiden  refuge  in  his  castle^  hoping  to  obtain  horn  her 
some  additional  information  concerning  the  languages  and  the 
wisdom  of  the  East  Dannischemend,  her  father,  left  this  castle, 
to  go  to  render  himself  up  to  the  Vehm^^cht  at  Fulda. 
The  result  is  unknown ;  perhaps  he  was  sayed  by  Baron  Am- 
heim's  testimony,  perhaps  he  was  giyen  up  to  the  steel  and  the 
cord.    On  such  matters,  who  dare  speak  f 

'The  fair  Persian  became  the  wife  of  her  guardian  and 
protector.  Amid  many  excellencies,  she  had  one  peculiarity 
allied  to  imprudence.  She  ayaUed  herself  of  her  foreign  dress 
and  manners,  as  well  as  of  a  beauty  which  was  said  to  haye 
been  maryellous,  and  an  agility  seldom  equalled,  to  impose 
upon  and  terrify  the  ignorant  German  ladies,  who^  hearing  her 
speak  Persian  and  Arabic,  were  already  disposed  to  consider 
her  as  oyefHslosely  connected  with  unlawful  arts.  She  was  of 
a  fondful  and  imaginatiye  disposition,  and  delighted  to  place 
herself  in  such  colours  and  circumstances  as  might  confirm 
their  most  ridiculous  suspicions,  which  she  considered  only  as 
matter  of  sport  There  was  no  end  to  the  stories  to  which  she 
gaye  rise.  Her  first  appearance  in  the  castle  was  said  to  be 
highly  picturesque,  and  to  haye  inferred  something  of  the 
maryellous.  With  the  leyity  of  a  child,  she  had  some  childish 
passions,  and  while  she  encouraged  the  growth  and  droulation 
of  the  most  extraordinary  legends  amongst  some  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, she  entered  into  disputes  with  persons  of  her  own 
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quality  oonoeniing  rank  and  preoedenoe,  on  which  the  ladies  of 
Westphalia  have  at  all  times  set  great  store.  This  cost  her 
her  life;  for,  on  the  morning  of  tihe  christening  of  my  poor 
mother,  the  Baroness  of  Amheim  died  suddenly,  even  while  a 
splendid  company  was  assembled  in  the  castle  chapel  to  witness 
the  ceremony.  It  was  believed  that  she  died  of  poison,  admin- 
istered by  the  Baroness  Steinf  eldt,  with  whom  she  was  engaged 
in  a  bitter  quairel,  entered  into  chiefly  on  behalf  of  her  &iend 
and  companion,  the  Countess  Waldstetten.' 

<  And  the  opal  gem? — and  the  sprinkling  with  waterf  said 
Arthur  Philipson. 

'  Ah  1 '  replied  the  young  baroness,  *  I  see  you  desire  to  hear 
the  real  truth  of  my  family  histoiy,  of  which  you  have  yet 
learned  only  the  romantic  legend.  The  sprinlding  of  water 
was  necessarily  had  recourse  to  on  my  ancestress's  first  swoon. 
As  for  the  opal,  I  have  heard  that  it  did  indeed  grow  pale^  but 
only  because  it  is  said  to  be  the  nature  of  that  noble  gem,  on 
the  approach  of  poison.  Some  part  of  the  quarrel  with  the 
Baroness  Steinf  eldt  was  about  the  right  of  the  Persian  maiden 
to  wear  this  stone,  which  an  ancestor  of  my  family  won  in 
battle  from  the  Soldan  of  Trebisond.  All  these  things  were 
confused  in  popidar  tradition,  and  the  real  facts  turned  into  a 
fairy  tale.' 

'But  you  have  said  nothing,'  suggested  Arthur  Philipeon, 
•on — on ' 

'  On  what  f '  said  his  hostess. 

<  On  your  appearance  last  night' 

'  Is  it  possible,'  said  she, .  *  that  a  man  of  sense,  and  an  English- 
man, cannot  guess  at  the  explanation  which  I  have  to  give^ 
though  not,  perhaps,  very  disdnctly  f  My  &ther,  you  are  aware^ 
has  been  a  busy  man  in  a  disturbed  country,  and  has  incurred 
the  hatred  of  many  powerful  persons.  He  is,  therefore,  obliged 
to  move  in  secret,  and  avoid  imnecessary  observation.  He  was, 
besides,  averse  to  meet  his  brother,  the  Timdamman.  I  was 
therefore  told,  on  our  entering  Qermany,  that  I  was  to  expect  a 
signal  where  and  when  to  join  him;  the  tckea  was  to  be  a 
small  crudfiz  of  bronse,  which  had  belonged  to  my  poor  mother. 
In  my  apartment  at  Graflblust  I  found  the  token,  with  a  note 
from  my  father,  making  me  acquunted  with  a  secret  passage 
proper  to  such  places,  which,  though  it  had  the  appearance  of 
being  blocked  up^  was  in  fact  very  slightly  barricaded.  By  this 
I  was  instructed  to  pass  to  the  gate,  make  my  escape  into  the 
woods,  and  meet  my  father  at  a  place  appointed  there.' 
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'A  wild  and  perilous  adventore,'  said  Arthur. 

'  I  have  nerer  been  bo  mueh  shocked,'  oontmaed  the  maiden, 
'as  at  leoeiving  this  summons,  compelling  me  to  steal  awaj 
from  my  kind  and  affectionate  unde,  and  go  I  knew  not  whither. 
Tet  compliance  was  absolutely  necessaiy.  The  place  of  meeting 
was  plainly  pointed  out.  A  midnight  walk,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  protection,  was  to  me  a  trifle ;  but  the  precaution  of 
posting  sentinels  at  the  gate  might  have  interfered  with  my 
purpose,  had  I  not  mentioned  it  to  some  of  my  elder  cousins, 
the  Biedermans,  who  readily  agreed  to  let  me  pass  and  repass 
imquestioned.  But  you  know  my  cousins;  honest  and  kind- 
hearted,  they  are  of  a  rude  way  of  thinking,  and  as  incapable  of 
feeling  a  generous  delicacy  as — some  other  persons.  (Here 
there  was  a  glance  towards  Annette  Veilchen.)  They  exacted 
from  me,  that  I  should  conceal  myself  and  my  purpose  fn»n 
Sigismund;  and,  as  they  are  always  making  sport  with  the 
simple  youth,  they  insisted  that  I  should  pass  him  in  such  a 
manner  as  might  induce  him  to  beliere  that  I  was  a  spiritual 
apparition,  and  out  of  his  terrors  for  supernatural  beings  they 
expected  to  have  much  amusement  I  was  obliged  to  secure 
their  connivance  at  my  escape  on  their  own  terms ;  and,  indeed, 
I  was  too  much  grieved  at  the  prospect  of  quitting  my  kind 
uncle  to  think  much  of  anything  else.  Yet  my  surprise  was 
considerable,  when,  contrary  to  expectation,  I  found  you  on  the 
bridge  as  sentinel,  instead  of  my  cousin  Sigismund.  Your  own 
ideas  I  ask  not  for.' 

'  They  were  those  of  a  fool,'  said  Arthur — *  of  a  thrice-sodden 
fool.  Had  I  been  aught  else,  I  would  have  offered  my  escort. 
My  sword * 

'I  could  not  have  accepted  your  protection,'  said  Anne, 
calmly.  'My  mission  was  in  every  respect  a  secret  one.  I 
met  my  father ;  some  intercourse  had  taken  place  betwixt  him 
and  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  which  induced  him  to  alter  his 
purpose  of  carrying  me  away  with  him  last  night.  I  joined 
him,  however,  early  this  morning,  while  Annette  acted  for  a 
time  my  part  amoi^^  the  Swiss  pilgrims.  My  father  desired 
that  it  should  not  be  known  when  or  with  whom  I  left  my 
unde  and  his  escort.  I  need  scarce  remind  you  that  I  saw 
you  in  the  dungeon.' 

'You  were  tiie  preserver  of  my  life,'  said  the  youth,  'the 
restorer  of  my  liberty.' 

'Ask  me  not  the  reason  of  my  silence.  I  was  then  acting 
under  the  agency  of  others,  not  under  mine  own.    Your  escape 
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was  e£feoted  in  order  to  establish  a  communioatioii  betwixt  the 
Swiss  without  the  fortress  and  the  soldiers  within.  After  the 
alarm  at  La  Ferette,  I  learned  from  Sigismnnd  Biederman  that 
a  party  of  banditti  were  pursuing  your  father  and  you,  with  a 
view  to  pillage  and  robb^.  My  &ther  had  furnished  me  with 
the  means  of  changing  Anne  of  Geierstein  into  a  Geiman 
maiden  of  quality.  I  set  out  instantly,  and  glad  I  am  to  have 
given  you  a  hint  which  might  free  you  from  danger.' 

'But  my  father!'  said  Arthur. 

'  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  he  is  well  and  safe,'  answered 
the  young  lady.  *  More  than  I  were  eager  to  protect  both  you 
and  him — ^poor  Sigismimd  amongst  the  first.  And  now,  my 
friend,  these  mysteries  explained,  it  is  time  we  pazt^  and  fcnr 
ever.' 

'Party  and  for  ever ! '  repeated  the  youth,  in  a  voice  like  a 
dying  echo. 

'  It  is  our  fate,'  said  the  maiden.  '  I  appeal  to  you  if  it  is 
not  your  duty — I  tell  you  it  is  mine.  You  will  depart  with 
early  dawn  to  Strasburg — and — and — ^we  never  meet  again.' 

With  an  ardour  of  passion  which  he  could  not  repress, 
Arthur  Philipson  threw  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  maiden, 
whose  faltering  tone  had  clearly  expressed  that  she  felt  deeply 
in  uttering  the  words.  She  looked  round  for  Annette,  but 
Annette  had  disappeared  at  this  most  critical  moment;  and 
her  mistress  for  a  second  or  two  was  not  perhaps  sorry  for  her 
absence. 

*  Rise,'  she  said,  'Arthur — ^rise.  You  must  not  give  way  to 
feelings  that  might  be  fatal  to  yourself  and  me.' 

'  Hear  me,  lady,  before  I  bid  you  adieu,  and  for  ever :  the 
word  of  a  criminal  is  heard,  though  he  plead  the  worst  cause. 
I  am  a  belted  knight,  and  the  son  and  heir  of  an  earl,  whose 
name  has  been  spread  throughout  England  and  France,  and 
wherever  valour  has  had  fame.' 

'Alas!'  said  she,  faintly,  'I  have  but  too  long  suspected 
what  you  now  tell  me.     Rise,  I  pray  yon — ^lise.' 

'  Never  till  you  hear  me,'  said  the  youth,  seising  one  of  her 
hands,  which  trembled,  but  hardly  could  be  said  to  struggle,  in 
his  grasp.  'Hear  me,'  he  said,  with  the  enthusiasm  of  first 
love,  when  the  obstacles  of  bashfulness  and  diffidence  are  sur- 
mounted; 'my  father  and  I  are — ^I  acknowledge  it — Abound  on 
a  most  hazardous  and  doubtful  expedition.  You  will  very  soon 
learn  its  issue  for  good  or  bad.  If  it  succeed,  you  shall  hear  of 
me  in  my  own  character.    If  I  fall,  I  must — I  will — I  do  claim 
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a  tear  from  Anne  of  Oeientein.  If  I  eaoape,  I  have  yet  a  hone, 
a  lanoe,  and  a  sword ;  and  jou  shall  hear  nobly  of  him  whom 
you  have  thrioe  protected  from  imminent  danger.' 

'Arise— «rise/  repeated  the  maiden,  whose  tears  began  to 
flow  f ast»  as,  straggling  to  raise  her  loyer,  they  fell  thick  upon 
his  head  and  face.  '  I  have  heard  enough ;  to  listen  to  more 
were  indeed  madness,  both  for  you  and  myself.' 

*  Yet  one  single  word,'  added  the  youth ;  *  while  Arthur  has 
a  heart,  it  beats  for  you ;  while  Arthur  can  wield  an  ann,  it 
strikes  for  you,  and  in  your  cause.' 

Annette  now  rushed  into  the  room. 

'Away — away!'  she  died.  ' Schreckenwald  has  returned 
from  the  Tillage  with  scune  horrible  tidings^  and  I  fear  me  he 
comes  this  way.' 

Arthur  had  started  to  his  feet  at  the  first  signal  of  alann. 

'  If  there  is  danger  near  your  lady,  Annette,  there  is  at  least 
one  faithful  friend  by  her  side.' 

Annette  looked  anxiously  at  her  mistress. 

'But  Sohrackenwald,'  she  said — 'Sohredkenwald,  your  father's 
steward — ^his  ocmfidant.  0,  think  better  of  it;  I  can  hide 
Arthur  somewhere.' 

The  noble-minded  girl  had  already  resumed  her  composure, 
and  replied  with  dignity.  '  I  hare  done  nothings'  she  said,  '  to 
offend  myfather.  U  Schreckenwald  be  my  father^s  steward,  ha 
is  my  YMsal.  I  hide  no  guest  to  conciliate  him.  Sit  down 
(addressing  Arthur),  and  let  us  receive  this  man.  Introduce 
him  instantly,  Annette,  and  let  us  hear  his  tidings ;  and  bid 
him  remember  that,  when  he  speaks  to  me^  he  addresses  his 
mistress.' 

Arthur  resumed  his  seat,  still  more  proud  of  his  choice  from 
the  noble  and  fearless  spirit  displayed  by  one  who  had  so 
lately  shown  herself  sensible  to  the  gentlest  feelings  of  the 
female  sex. 

Annette,  assuming  courage  from  her  mistress's  dauntless 
demeanour,  clapped  her  hands  together  as  she  left  the  room, 
saying,  but  in  a  low  voice,  '  I  see  that,  after  all,  it  is  something 
to  be  a  baroness,  if  one  can  assert  her  dignity  conformingly. 
How  could  I  be  so  much  frightened  for  this  rude  man ! ' 


CHAPTER  XXm 

Afiain  that  walk, 
As  th«7  say  Bpirits  do,  at  midnight  have 
In  them  a  wilder  native  than  the  bosinees 
That  seeks  dispatch  by  day. 

Henry  FIJI.  Act  V. 

Thb  approach  of  the  steward  was  now  boldly  expected  by  the 
little  party.  Arthur,  flattered  at  once  and  elevated  by  the 
firmness  which  Anne  had  shown  when  this  person's  arrival  was 
announced,  hastOy  considered  the  part  which  he  was  to  act  in 
the  approaching  scene,  and  prudently  determined  to  avoid  all 
active  and  personal  interference,  till  he  should  observe,  from 
the  demeanour  of  Anne,  that  such  was  likely  to  be  useful  or 
agreeable  to  her.  He  resumed  his  place,  therefore,  at  a  distant 
part  of  the  board,  on  which  their  meal  had  been  lately  spread, 
and  remained  there,  determined  to  act  in  the  manner  Anne's 
behaviour  should  suggest  as  most  prudent  and  fitting — ^veiling, 
at  the  same  time,  tihe  most  acute  internal  anxiety  by  an  ap- 
pearance of  that  deferential  composure  which  one  of  inferior 
rank  adopts  when  admitted  to  the  presence  of  a  superior. 
Anne,  on  her  part»  seemed  to  prepare  herself  for  an  interview 
of  interest  An  air  of  conscious  dignity  succeeded  the  extreme 
agitation  which  she  had  so  lately  displayed,  and,  busying 
herself  with  some  articles  of  female  work,  ^e  also  seemed  to 
expect  with  tranquillity  the  visit  to  which  her  attendant  was 
disposed  to  attach  so  much  alarm. 

A  step  was  heard  upon  the  stair,  hurried  and  unequal,  as 
that  of  some  one  in  confusion  as  well  as  haste ;  the  door  flew 
open,  and  Ital  Schreckenwald  entered. 

This  person,  with  whom  the  details  given  to  the  elder 
Philipson  by  the  Landamman  Biederman  haye  made  the  reader 
in  some  degree  acquainted,  was  a  tall,  well-made,  soldierly- 
looking  man.  His  dress,  like  that  of  persons  of  rank  at  the 
period  in  Qeimany,  was  more  yaried  in  colour,  more  cut  and 
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ornamented,  slashed  and  jagged,  than  the  habit  worn  in  Franoe 
and  England.  The  neyer-failing  hawk's  feather  decked  his 
cap,  secured  with  a  medal  of  gold,  which  served  as  a  dasp. 
His  doublet  was  of  buff,  for  defence,  but  *  laid  down,'  as  it  was 
called  in  the  tailors'  craft,  with  rich  lace  on  each  seam,  and 
displaying  on  the  breast  a  golden  chain,  the  emblem  of  his  rank 
in  the  baron's  household.  He  entered  with  rather  a  hasty 
step,  and  busy  and  offended  look,  and  said,  somewhat  rudely — 
'Why,  how  now,  young  lady — ^wherefore  this?  Strangers  in 
the  castle  at  this  period  of  night ! ' 

Anne  of  Geierstein,  though  she  had  been  long  absent  from 
her  native  country,  was  not  ignorant  of  its  habits  and  customs, 
and  knew  the  haughty  manner  in  which  all  who  were  noble 
exerted  their  authority  over  their  dependants. 

*  Are  you  a  vassal  of  Amheim,  Ital  Schreckenwald,  and  do 
you  speak  to  the  Lady  of  Amheim  in  her  own  castle  with  an 
elevated  voice,  a  saucy  look,  and  bonneted  withal  f  Know  your 
place ;  and,  when  you  have  demanded  pardon  for  your  insolence, 
and  told  your  errand  in  such  terms  as  befit  your  condition  and 
mine,  I  may  listen  to  what  you  have  to  say.' 

Schreckenwald's  hand,  in  spite  of  him,  stole  to  his  bonnet^ 
and  uncovered  his  haughty  brow. 

'  Noble  lady,'  he  said,  in  a  somewhat  milder  tone,  *  excuse 
me  if  my  haste  be  unmannerly,  but  the  alarm  is  instant.  The 
soldiery  of  the  Rhinegrave  have  mutinied,  plucked  down  the 
banners  of  their  master,  and  set  up  an  independent  ensign, 
which  they  call  the  pennon  of  St.  Nicholas,  under  which  they 
declare  that  they  will  maintain  peace  with  God  and  war  mm 
all  the  world.  This  castle  cannot  escape  them,  when  they  con- 
sider that  the  first  course  to  maintain  themselves  must  be  to 
take  possession  of  some  place  of  strength.  Tou  must  up,  then, 
and  ride  with  the  very  peep  of  dawn.  For  the  present^  uiey  axe 
busy  with  the  wine-skins  of  the  peasants,  but  when  they  wake 
in  Uie  morning  they  will  unquestionably  march  hither ;  and 
you  may  chance  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  those  who  will  think 
of  the  terrors  <^  the  Castle  of  Amheim  as  the  figments  of  a 
fairy  tale,  and  laugh  at  its  mistress's  pretensions  to  honour  and 
respect.' 

'Is  it  impossible  to  make  resistancet  The  castle  is  strongs' 
said  the  young  lady,  'and  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  the  house 
of  my  fathers  without  attempting  somewhat  in  our  defence.' 

'Five  hundred  men,'  said  Schreckenwald,  'might  garrisoD 
Amheim,  battlement  and  tower.    With  aTleas  number  it  were 
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madnesB  to  attempt  to  keep  such  an  extent  of  walls ;  and  how 
to  get  twenly  soldiets  together,  I  am  sore  I  know  not.  So^ 
having  now  the  trath  of  the  story,  let  me  beseech  you  to 
dismiss  this  guest — ^too  young,  I  think,  to  be  the  inmate  of  a 
lady's  bower — and  I  will  point  to  him  the  nighest  way  out  of 
the  castle ;  for  this  is  a  strait  in  which  we  must  all  be  con- 
tented with  looking  to  our  own  safety/ 

'And  whither  is  it  that  you  propose  to  gof  said  the 
baroness,  continuing  to  maintain,  in  respect  to  Ital  Schrecken- 
wald,  the  complete  and  calm  assertion  of  absolute  superiority, 
to  which  the  seneschal  gaye  way  with  such  marks  of  impatience 
as  a  fiery  steed  exhibits  under  the  management  of  a  complete 
cavalier. 

*To  Strasbuig  I  propose  to  go — that  is,  if  it  so  please  you 
— with  such  slight  escort  as  I  can  get  hastily  together  by  day- 
break. I  trust  we  may  escape  being  observed  by  the  mutineers; 
or,  if  we  fall  in  with  a  party  of  stxagglets,  I  apprehend  but 
little  diffioully  in  forcing  my  way.' 

'And  wherefore  do  you  prefer  Strasbuxg  as  a  place  of 
asylumf 

*  Because  I  trust  we  shall  there  meet  your  Excellency's  father, 
the  noble  Count  Albert  of  Geierstein.' 

'  It  is  well,'  said  the  young  lady.  'You  also,  I  think,  Siguier 
Philipson,  spoke  of  directing  your  course  to  Strasburg.  If  it 
consist  with  your  convenience,  you  may  avail  yourself  of  the 
protection  of  my  escort  as  far  as  that  city,  where  you  expect  to 
meet  your  lather.' 

It  will  readily  be  believed  that  Arthur  cheerfully  bowed 
assent  to  a  proposal  which  was  to  prolong  their  remaining  in 
sodety  together;  and  might  possibly,  as  his  romantic  imagina^ 
tion  suggested,  afford  him  an  opportunity,  on  a  road  beset  with 
dangers,  to  render  some  service  of  importance. 

Ital  Schreckenwald  attempted  to  remonstrate. 

'  Lady — ^lady ! '  he  said,  with  some  marks  of  impatience. 

'Take  breatii  and  leisure,  Schreckenwald,'  said  Anne,  'and 
you  will  be  more  able  to  express  yourself  with  distinctness  and 
with  respectful  propriety.' 

The  impatient  vassal  muttered  an  oath  betwixt  his  teeth,  and 
answered  with  forced  civility — 'Permit  me  to  state,  that  our 
case  requires  we  should  charge  ourselves  with  the  care  of  no  one 
but  you.  We  shall  be  few  enough  for  your  defence,  and  I  can- 
not permit  any  stranger  to  travel  with  us.' 

'  If,'  said  Arthur,^  conceived  that  I  was  to  be  a  useless 
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enoumbranoe  on  the  retreat  of  this  noble  young  lady,  worldBy 
sir  squire,  would  not  induce  me  to  accept  her  offer.  But  I  am 
neither  child  nor  woman :  I  am  a  full-grown  man,  and  ready  to 
show  such  good  service  as  manhood  may  in  defence  of  your  lady.' 

'  If  we  must  not  challenge  your  valour  and  ability,  young 
sir,'  said  Schreckenwald,  '  who  shall  answer  for  your  fidelity  f 

'To  question  that  elsewhere^'  said  Arthur,  'might  be 
dangerous.' 

But  Anne  interfered  between  them.  '  We  must  straight  to 
rest,  and  remain  prompt  for  alarm,  perhaps  even  before  the 
hour  of  dawn.  Schreckenwald,  I  trust  to  your  care  for  due 
watch  and  ward.  You  have  men  enough  at  least  for  that 
puipose.  And  hear  and  mark — it  is  my  desire  and  command 
that  this  gentleman  be  accommodated  with  lodgings  here  for 
this  nighty  and  that  he  travel  with  us  to-morrow.  For  this  I 
will  be  responsible  to  my  father,  and  your  part  is  only  to  obey 
my  commands.  I  have  long  had  occasion  to  know  both  the 
young  man's  father  and  himself,  who  were  ancient  guests  of  my 
uncle,  the  Tjandamman.  On  the  journey  you  will  keep  the 
youth  beside  you,  and  use  such  courtesy  to  him  as  your  rugged 
temper  will  permit.' 

Ital  Schrockenwald  intimated  his  acquiescence  with  a  look 
of  bitterness,  which  it  were  vain  to  attempt  to  describe.  It 
expressed  spite,  mortification,  humbled  pride,  and  reluctant 
submission.  He  did  submit^  however,  and  ushered  young 
PhOipson  into  a  decent  apaitment  with  a  bed,  which  the 
fatigue  and  agitation  of  the  preceding  day  rendered  very 
acceptable. 

Notwithstanding  the  ardour  with  which  Arthur  expected 
the  rise  of  the  next  dawn,  his  deep  repose,  the  fruit  of  fatigue, 
held  him  untO  the  reddening  of  the  east,  when  the  voice  of 
Schreckenwald  exclaimed,  '  Up,  sir  Englishman,  if  you  mean 
to  accomplish  your  boast  of  loyal  service.  It  is  time  we  were 
in  the  saddle^  and  we  shall  tarry  for  no  sluggards.' 

Arthur  was  on  the  floor  of  the  apartment^  and  dressed,  in 
almost  an  instant^  not  forgetting  to  put  on  his  shirt  of  mail, 
and  assume  whatever  weapons  seemed  most  fit  to  render  him 
an  efficient  part  of  the  convoy.  He  next  hastened  to  seek  out 
the  stable,  to  have  his  horse  in  readiness;  and,  descending  for 
that  purpose  into  the  under  story  of  the  lower  mass  of  build- 
ings, he  was  wandering  in  search  of  the  way  which  led  to  the 
offices,  when  the  voice  of  Annette  Yeilchen  softly  whispered, 
'  This  way,  Siguier  Philipson ;  I  would  speak  with  you.' 
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The  Swiss  maiden,  at  the  same  time,  beckoned  him  into  a 
small  room,  where  he  found  her  alone. 

'Were  you  not  surprised,'  she  said,  'to  see  my  lady  queen 
it  so  oyer  Ital  Schreokenwald,  who  keeps  eyery  other  person  in 
awe  with  his  stem  looks  and  cross  words  f  But  the  air  of 
command  seems  so  natural  to  her  that»  instead  of  being  a 
baroness,  she  might  haye  been  an  empress.  It  must  come  of 
birth,  I  think,  t^ter  all,  for  I  tried  last  night  to  take  state 
upon  me,  after  the  fashion  of  my  mistress,  and,  would  you 
think  it,  the  brute  Schreokenwald  threatened  to  throw  me  out 
of  the  window  f  But  if  eyer  I  see  Martin  Sprenger  again,  111 
know  if  there  is  strength  in  a  Swiss  arm,  and  yirtue  in  a  Swiss 
quarter^rtaffi  But  here  I  stand  prating,  and  my  lady  wishes 
to  see  you  for  a  minute  ere  we  take  to  horse.' 

<  Your  lady  1 '  said  Arthur,  starting.  'Why  did  you  lose  an 
instant  t — ^why  not  tell  me  before  f ' 

'  Because  I  was  only  to  keep  you  here  till  she  came,  and — 
here  she  is.' 

Anne  of  Geierstein  entered,  fully  attired  for  her  journey. 
Annette,  always  willing  to  do  as  she  would  wish  to  be  done  by, 
was  about  to  leaye  the  apartment^  when  her  mistress,  who  had 
apparently  made  up  her  mind  concerning  what  she  had  to  do 
or  say,  commanded  her  positiyely  to  remain. 

'I  am  sure,'  she  said,  'Siguier  Philipson  will  rightly  under- 
stand the  feelings  of  hospitality — I  will  say  of  friendship — 
which  preyented  my  suffering  him  to  be  expelled  from  my 
castle  last  nighty  and  which  haye  determined  me  this  morning 
to  admit  of  his  company  on  the  somewhat  dangerous  road  to 
Strasburg.  At  the  gate  of  that  town  we  part,  I  to  join  my 
ftkiher,  you  to  place  yourself  under  the  direction  of  yours. 
From  that  moment  intercourse  between  us  ends,  and  our 
remembrance  of  each  other  must  be  as  the  thoughts  which  we 
pay  to  friends  deceased.' 

'Tender  recollections,'  said  Arthur,  passionately,  'more  dear 
to  our  bosoms  than  all  we  haye  suryiying  upon  earth.' 

'Not  a  word  in  that  tone,'  answered  the  maiden.  'With 
night  delusion  should  end,  and  reason  awaken  with  dawning. 
One  word  more.  Do  not  address  me  on  the  road ;  you  may,  by 
doing  80^  expose  me  to  yexatious  and  insulting  suspicion,  and 
yourself  to  quarrels  and  peril.  Farewell,  our  party  is  ready  to 
take  horse.' 

She  left  the  apartment,  where  Arthur  remained  for  a  moment 
deeply  bewildered  in  grief  and  disappointment.    The  patience. 
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Day,  eren  favour,  with  which  Anne  of  Geieratein  had,  on  the 
previous  night,  listened  to  his  passion  had  not  prepared  him 
for  the  terms  of  reserve  and  distance  which  she  now  adopted 
towards  him.  He  was  ignorant  that  noble  maids,  if  feeling  or 
passion  has  for  a  moment  swayed  them  from  the  strict  patii  of 
principle  and  duty,  endeavour  to  atone  lor  it  by  instantly 
returning,  and  severely  adhering,  to  the  line  from  which  they 
have  made  a  momentiuy  departure.  He  looked  mournfully  on 
Annette,  who,  as  she  had  been  in  the  room  before  Anne's 
anrival,  took  the  privilege  of  remaining  a  minute  after  her 
departure ;  but  he  read  no  comfort  in  the  glances  of  the  con- 
fidante, who  seemed  as  much  disconcerted  as  himself. 

'  I  cannot  imagine  what  hath  happened  to  her,'  said  Annette; 
'  to  me  she  is  kind  as  ever,  but  to  evety  other  person  about  her 
she  plays  countess  and  baroness  with  a  witness ;  and  now  she 
is  begun  to  tyrannise  over  her  own  natural  feelings,  and — ^if 
this  be  greatness,  Annette  Veilchen  trusts  always  to  remain 
the  penniless  Swiss  girl ;  she  is  mistress  of  her  own  freedom, 
and  at  liberty  to  speak  with  her  bachelor  when  she  pleases,  so 
as  religion  and  maiden  modesty  suffer  nothing  in  the  convena- 
tion.  Oh,  a  single  daisy  twisted  with  content  into  one's  hair 
is  worth  all  the  opals  in  India,  if  they  bind  us  to  torment  our- 
selves and  other  people,  or  hinder  us  from  speaking  our  mind, 
when  our  heart  is  upon  our  tongue.  But  never  fear,  Arthur ; 
for,  if  she  has  the  cruelty  to  think  of  forgetting  you,  you  may 
rely  on  one  friend  who^  while  she  has  a  tcmgue  and  Anne  hais 
ears,  will  make  it  impossible  for  her  to  do  sa' 

So  saying,  away  tripped  Annette,  having  first  indicated  to 
Philipson  the  passage  by  which  he  would  find  the  lower  court 
of  the  castle.  There  his  steed  stood  ready,  among  about 
twenty  others.  Twelve  of  these  were  accoutred  with  war 
saddles  and  frontlets  of  proof,  being  intended  for  the  use  of 
as  many  cavaliers,  or  troopers,  retainers  of  the  family  of  Am- 
heim,  whom  the  seneschal's  exertions  had  been  able  to  collect 
on  the  spur  of  the  occasion.  Two  palfreys,  somewhat  distin- 
guished bv  their  trappings,  were  designed  for  Anne  of  Geier- 
stein  and  her  favourite  female  attendimt.  The  other  mentals, 
chiefly  boys  and  women  servants,  had  inferior  horses.  At  a 
signal  made,  the  troopers  took  their  lances  and  stood  by  their 
steeds,  till  the  females  and  menials  were  mounted  and  in  order ; 
they  then  sprang  into  their  saddles  and  began  to  move  forward, 
slowly  and  with  great  precaution.  Schreckenwald  led  the  van, 
and  kept  Arthur  Philipson  dose  beside  him.    Anne  and  her 
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attendant  were  in  the  centre  of  the  little  body,  followed  by  the 
unwarlike  train  of  aervanta,  while  two  or  three  experienced 
cayaliers  brought  up  the  rear,  with  strict  orders  to  guard 
against  surprise. 

On  their  being  put  into  motion,  the  first  thing  which  surprised 
Arthur  was,  that  the  horses'  hoofs  no  longer  sent  forth  the  sharp 
and  ringing  sound  arising  from  the  collifflon  of  iron  and  flint, 
and,  as  the  morning  light  mcreased,  he  could  perceive  that  the 
fetlock  and  hoof  (S  eyenr  steed,  his  own  induded,  had  been 
carefully  wrapped  around  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  wool  to 
preyent  the  usual  noise  which  accompanied  their  motions.  It 
was  a  singular  thing  to  behold  the  passage  of  the  little  body 
of  cayaliy  down  the  rocky  road  whidi  led  from  the  castle,  un- 
attended with  the  noise  which  we  are  disposed  to  consider  as 
inseparable  from  the  motions  of  horse,  the  absence  of  which 
seemed  to  give  a  peculiar  and  almost  an  unearthly  appearance 
to  the  cavalcade. 

They  passed  in  this  manner  the  winding  path  which  led 
from  the  Oastle  of  Amheim  to  the  adjaoent^illage,  which,  as 
was  the  ancient  feudal  custom,  lay  so  near  the  fortress  that  its 
inhabitants,  when  summoned  by  their  lord,  could  instantly 
repair  for  its  defence.  But  it  was  at  present  occupied  by  very 
different  inhabitants,  the  mutinous  soldiers  of  the  Bhinegrave. 
When  the  party  from  Amheim  approached  the  entrance  oi  the 
village,  Schrecukenwald  made  a  signal  to  halt,  which  was  in- 
stanUy  obeyed  by  his  followers.  He  then  rode  forward  in 
person  to  reconnoitre,  accompanied  by  Arthur  Philipson,  both 
moving  with  the  utmost  steadiness  and  precaution.  The 
deepest  silence  prevailed  in  the  deserted  streets.  Here  and 
there  a  soldier  was  seen,  seemingly  designed  for  a  sentinel,  but 
uniformly  &st  asleep. 

'The  swinish  mutineers!'  said  Schreckenwald ;  'a  fair 
night-watch  they  keep,  and  a  beautiful  morning's  rouse  wotdd  I 
ti0Bit  them  with,  were  not  the  point  to  protect  yonder  peevish 
wench.  Halt  thou  here,  stranger,  while  I  ride  back  and  bring 
them  on ;  there  is  no  daoiger.' 

Schredkenwald  left  Arthur  as  he  spoke,  who,  alone  in  the 
street  of  a  village  filled  with  banditti,  tiiough  they  were  lulled 
into  temporary  insensibility,  had  no  reason  to  consider  his  case 
as  very  comf <»rtable.  The  chorus  of  a  wassail  song,  which  some 
reveller  was  trolling  over  in  his  sleep;  or,  in  its  turn,  the 
growling  of  some  viUage  cur,  seemed  the  signal  for  an  hundred 
ruffians  to  start  up  around  him.    But  in  the  space  of  two  or 
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three  minutes  the  noiseless  cavalcade,  headed  bj  Ital  Schrecken- 
wald,  again  joined  him,  and  followed  their  leader,  observing 
the  utmost  precaution  not  to  give  an  alarm.  All  went  well 
till  they  reached  the  farther  end  of  the  village,  where,  although 
the  haairetihauter  *  who  kept  guard  was  as  drunk  as  his  com- 
panions on  duty,  a  laige  shaggy  dog  which  lay  beside  him  was 
more  vigilant.  As  the  little  troop  approached,  the  animal  sent 
forth  a  ferocious  yell,  loud  enough  to  have  broken  the  rest  of 
the  Seven  Sleepers,  and  which  effectually  dispelled  the  slumbers 
of  its  master.  The  soldier  snatched  up  his  carabine  and  fired^ 
he  knew  not  well  at  what>  or  for  what  reason.  The  ball,  how- 
ever, struck  Arthur's  horse  under  him,  and,  as  the  animal 
fell,  the  sentinel  rushed  forward  to  kill  or  make  prisoner  the 
rider. 

'  Haste  on — haste  on,  men  of  Amheim  1  care  for  nothing  but 
the  young  lady's  safety,'  exclaimed  the  leader  of  the  band. 

'  Stay,  I  command  you ;  aid  the  stranger,  on  your  lives ! ' 
said  Anne,  in  a  voice  which,  usually  gentle  and  meek,  she  now 
made  heard  by  those  around  her,  like  the  note  of  a  silver 
clarion.     '  I  will  not  stir  till  he  is  rescued.' 

Schreckenwald  had  already  spurred  his  horse  for  flight ;  but» 
perceiving  Anne's  reluctance  to  follow  him,  he  dashed  back, 
and  seizing  a  horse,  which,  bridled  and  saddled,  stood  picqueted 
near  him,  he  threw  the  reins  to  Arthur  Philipson ;  and  pushing 
his  own  horse,  at  the  same  time,  betwixt  the  Englishman  and 
the  soldier,  he  forced  the  latter  to  quit  the  hold  he  had  on  his 
person.  In  an  instant  Philipson  was  again  mounted,  when, 
seising  a  battle-axe  which  hung  at  the  saddle-bow  of  his  new 
steed,  he  struck  down  the  staggering  sentinel,  who  was  en- 
deavouring again  to  seise  upon  him.  The  whole  troop  then 
rode  off  at  a  ^lop,  for  the  alarm  began  to  grow  general  in  the 
village ;  some  soldiers  were  seen  coming  out  of  their  quarters, 
and  others  were  beginning  to  get  upon  horseback.  Before 
Schreckenwald  and  his  party  had  ridden  a  mile,  they  heard 
more  than  once  the  sound  of  bugles ;  and  when  they  arrived 
upon  the  summit  of  an  eminence  commanding  a  view  of  the 
village,  their  leader,  who^  during  the  retreat,  had  placed  him- 
self in  the  rear  of  his  company,  now  halted  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy  they  had  left  behind  them.  There  was  bustle  and  con- 
fusion in  the  street,  but  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  pursuit; 
so  that  Schreckenwald  followed  his  route  down  the  river,  with 

*  BaarenihaMter  [BSrenh&Mterl—he  of  ttie  bear's  hide— ft  nlcknftme  for  a  Gennan  prlTate 
•oldlar. 
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speed  and  aetivity  indeed,  but  with  bo  mnoh  steadiness  at  the 
same  time  as  not  to  diBtrees  the  slowest  horse  of  his  party. 

When  they  had  ridden  two  hours  and  more,  the  confidence  of 
their  leader  was  so  much  augmented,  that  he  ventured  to  com- 
mand a  halt  at  the  edge  of  a  pleasant  grove,  which  served  to 
conceal  their  number,  whilst  both  riders  and  horses  took  some 
refreshment,  for  which  purpose  forage  and  provisions  had  been 
borne  along  with  them.  Ital  Schreckenwald  having  held  some 
communication  with  the  baroness,  continued  to  offer  their 
travelling  companion  a  sort  of  surly  civility.  He  invited  him 
to  partake  of  his  own  mess,  which  was  indeed  little  difierent 
from  that  which  was  served  out  to  the  other  troopers,  but  was 
seasoned  with  a  glass  of  wine  from  a  moro  choice  flask. 

'  To  your  hecJth,  brother,'  he  said ;  *  if  you  tell  this  day's 
stoiy  truly,  you  will  allow  that  I  was  a  true  comrade  to  you 
two  hours  since^  in  riding  through  the  village  of  Amheim.' 

'I  will  never  deny  it,  fair  sir,'  said  Fhilipson,  'and  I  return 
you  thanks  for  your  timely  assistance,  alike  whether  it  sprang 
from  your  mistress's  order  or  your  own  good-will.' 

'  Ho !  ho  1  my  friend,'  said  Schreckenwald,  laughing,  *  you  aro 
a  phOoeopher,  and  can  try  conclusions  while  your  horse  lies 
rolling  alx>ve  you,  and  a  baarenha/iUer  aims  his  sword  at  your 
throat?  Well,  since  your  wit  hath  discovered  so  much,  I  care 
not  if  you  know  that  I  should  not  have  had  much  scruple 
to  sacrifice  twenty  such  smooth-faced  gentlemen  as  yourself, 
rather  than  the  young  Baroness  of  Amheim  had  incurred  the 
slightest  danger.' 

'The  propriety  of  the  sentiment,'  said  Philipson,  'is  so 
undoubtedly  correct^  that  I  subscribe  to  it,  even  though  it  is 
something  discourteously  expressed  towards  myself.' 

In  making  this  roply,  tiie  young  man,  provoked  at  the 
insolence  of  Schreckenwald's  manner,  raised  his  voice  a  little. 
The  droumstance  did  not  escape  observation,  for  on  the  in- 
stant Annette  YeOchen  stood  beforo  them,  with  her  mistress's 
commands  on  them  both  to  speak  in  whispers,  or  rather  to  be 
altogether  silent. 

'  Say  to  your  mistress  that  I  am  mute,'  said  Philipson. 

'  Our  mistress,  the  baroness,  says,'  c(»itinued  Annette,  with  an 
emphasis  on  the  title,  to  which  she  began  to  ascribe  some  talis- 
manic  influence — 'the  baroness,  I  teU  you,  says,  that  silence 
much  concerns  our  safety,  for  it  wero  most  hawdous  to  draw 
upon  this  little  fugitive  party  the  notice  of  any  passengers 
who  may  pass  along  the  road  during  the  necessary  halt ;  and  so. 
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Btn,  it  18  the  bazoness's  request  that  you  will  ocmtinue  the 
exeroise  of  your  teeth  as  fast  as  you  oan,  and  forbear  that  of 
your  tongues  till  you  are  in  a  safer  condition.' 

'My  lady  is  wise,'  answered  Ital  Sohreokenwald,  'and  her 
maiden  is  witty.  I  drink,  Mrs.  Annette,  in  a  cup  of  Rudes- 
heimer,  to  the  continuance  of  her  sagadty,  and  of  your  amiable 
liveliness  of  disposition.  Will  it  please  you,  fair  mistress^  to 
pledge  me  in  this  generous  liquort' 

'  Out,  thou  German  wine-flask !  Out,  thou  eternal  swill- 
flagon  1  Heard  you  ever  of  a  modest  maiden  who  drank  wine 
before  she  had  dmedf ' 

'  Remain  without  the  generous  inspiration,  then,'  said  the 
Qerman,  '  and  nourish  thy  satirical  vein  on  sour  cider  or  acid 
whey.' 

A  short  spaoe  haying  been  allowed  to  refresh  themselTea, 
the  little  party  again  mounted  their  horses,  and  trayelled  with 
such  speed,  that  long  before  noon  they  arrived  at  the  strongly 
fortified  town  of  Kehl,  opposite  to  Strasbuzg,  on  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Rhine. 

It  is  for  local  antiquaries  to  discover  whether  the  travellers 
crossed  from  Kehl  to  Strasbuzg  by  the  celebrated  bridge  of 
boats  which  at  present  maintains  the  communication  across 
the  river,  or  whetiier  they  were  wafted  over  by  some  other  mode 
of  transportation.  It  is  enough  that  they  passed  in  safety,  and 
had  landed  on  the  other  side,  where — ^whether  she  dreaded  that 
he  might  forget  the  charge  she  had  given  him,  that  here  they 
were  to  separate,  or  whether  she  thought  that  something  more 
might  be  said  in  the  moment  of  parting — the  young  baroness, 
before  remounting  her  horse^  once  more  approached  Arthur 
Philipson,  who  too  truly  guessed  the  tenor  (^  what  she  had  to 
say. 

'  Gentle  stranger,'  she  said,  '  I  must  now  bid  you  &rewelL 
But  first  let  me  ask  if  you  know  whereabouts  you  are  to  seek 
your  fotherf 

'  In  an  inn  called  the  Flying  Stag,'  said  Arthur,  dejectedly ; 
'but  where  that  is  situated  in  this  laige  town,  I  know  not.' 

'  Do  you  know  the  place,  Ital  Schreckenwald  t ' 

'  I,  young  lady  f  Not  I — I  know  nothing  of  Strasbux^  and 
ittf  inns.     I  believe  most  of  our  party  are  as  ignorant  as  I  am.' 

'Tou  and  they  speak  German,  I  suppose,'  said  the  baroness, 
drily,  'and  can  make  inquiry  more  easily  than  a  foreigner? 
Go^  sir,  and  forget  not  that  humanity  to  the  stranger  is  a  reli- 
gious duty.' 
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With  that  shrogof  the  dioiildera  which  testifieB  adispleaaed 
meBBengeTy  Ital  went  to  make  some  inquixy,  and  in  his  absence, 
brief  as  it  was,  Anne  took  an  opportunity  to  say  apart — 'Faie- 
well — ^faieweU  1  Accept  this  token  of  friendship,  and  wear  it 
for  my  sake.    May  you  be  happy !  * 

Her  slender  fingers  dropped  into  his  hand  a  very  small 
parcel.  He  turned  to  thank  her,  but  she  was  already  at  some 
distance ;  and  Sohreckenwald,  who  had  taken  his  place  by  his 
Bide,  said  in  his  harsh  voice,  ^Cknne,  sir  squire,  I  have  found 
out  your  place  of  rendesvous,  and  I  have  but  little  time  to  play 
the  gentleman-usher.' 

He  then  rode  on ;  and  Philipson,  mounted  on  his  militaiy 
charger,  foUowed  him  in  silence  to  the  point  where  a  large 
street  joined,  or  rather  crossed,  that  whidi  led  from  the  quay 
on  which  they  had  landed. 

'Yonder  swings  the  Flying  Stag,'  said  Ital,  pointing  to  an 
immense  sign,  which,  mounted  on  a  huge  wooden  frame^  crossed 
almost  the  whole  breadth  of  the  street  'Tour  intelligence 
can,  I  think,  hardly  abandon  you,  with  such  a  guide-post  in 
your  eye.* 

So  saying,  he  turned  his  horse  without  further  fetfewell,  and 
rode  bade  to  join  his  mistress  and  her  attendants. 

Philipscm's  eyes  rested  on  the  same  group  for  a  moment^ 
when  he  was  re<»lled  to  a  sense  of  his  situation  by  the  thoughts 
of  his  father;  and,  spurring  his  jaded  horse  down  the  cross 
street^  he  reached  die  hostelry  of  the  Flying  Stag. 


CHAPTER  XXIV 

I  WM,  I  mast  oonfesB, 
Fair  Albion's  queen  in  former  golden  days ; 
Bat  now  miscnanoe  hath  trode  my  title  down. 
And  with  dishonoor  laid  me  in  the  dust, 
Where  I  must  take  like  seat  unto  my  fortune, 
And  to  my  humble  seat  conform  myself. 

Henry  IF,  Part  III. 

Thi  hosteliy  of  the  Flying  Stag,  in  Stzasburg,  was,  like  every 
inn  in  the  Empire  at  the  period,  conducted  much  with  the 
same  disoourteous  inattention  to  the  wants  and  accommodation 
of  the  guests  as  that  of  John  Mengs.  But  the  youth  and 
good  looks  of  Arthur  Fhilipson,  circumstances  which  seldom  or 
never  fail  to  produce  some  effect  where  the  fair  are  concerned, 
prevailed  upon  a  short,  plump,  dimpled,  blue-eyed,  fair«kinned 
fwigifrau,  the  daughter  of  the  landlord  of  the  Flying  Stag, 
himself  a  fat  old  man,  pinned  to  the  oaken  chair  in  the  ghtbej 
to  carry  herself  to  the  young  Englishman  with  a  degree  of 
condescension  which,  in  the  privileged  race  to  which  she  be- 
longed, was  little  short  of  degradation.  She  not  only  put  her 
light  buskins  and  her  pretty  ankles  in  danger  of  being  soiled 
by  tripping  across  the  yard  to  point  out  an  unoccupied  stable, 
hut,  on  Arthur's  inquiry  after  his  father,  condescended  to 
recollect  that  such  a  guest  as  he  described  had  lodged  in  the 
house  last  night,  and  had  said  he  expected  to  meet  there  a 
young  person,  his  fellow-traveller. 

*  I  will  send  him  out  to  you,  fair  sir,'  said  the  little  yung- 
Jrau  with  a  smile,  which,  if  things  of  the  kind  are  to  be  valued 
by  their  rare  occurrence,  must  have  been  reckoned  inestimable. 

She  was  as  good  as  her  word.  In  a  few  instants  the  elder 
Fhilipson  enterod  the  stable,  and  folded  his  son  in  his  arms. 

'My  son — ^my  dear  son!'  said  the  Englishman,  his  usual 
stoicism  broken  down  and  melted  by  natural  feeling  and 
parental  tenderness.     'Welcome  to  me  at  all  times — ^wdcome 
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in  a  period  of  doubt  and  danger — and  most  weloome  of  all  in 
a  moment  which  forms  the  very  orims  of  our  ftkte.  In  a  few 
houn  I  shall  know  what  we  may  expect  from  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy.    Hast  thou  the  token  t  * 

Arthur's  hand  first  sought  that  which  was  nearest  to  his 
hearty  both  in  the  literal  and  allegorical  sense,  the  small  parcel, 
namely,  which  Anne  had  given  him  at  parting.  But  he  recol- 
lected himself  in  the  instant,  and  presented  to  his  father  the 
packet  which  had  been  so  strangely  lost  and  recovered  at  La 
Ferette. 

'  It  hath  run  its  own  risk  since  you  saw  it,'  he  observed  to 
his  father,  'and  so  have  I  mine.  I  received  hospitality  at  a 
castle  last  night,  and  behold  a  body  of  lankknechts  in  the 
neighbourhood  began  in  the  morning  to  mutiny  for  their  pay. 
The  inhabitants  fled  from  the  castle  to  escape  their  violence^ 
and,  as  we  passed  their  leaguer  in  the  grey  of  the  morning,  a 
drunken  haarenhauter  shot  my  poor  horse^  and  I  was  forced, 
in  the  way  of  exchange,  to  take  up  with  his  heavy  Flemish 
animal,  with  its  steel  ^ddle  and  its  clumsy  chafl&on.' 

'Our  road  is  beset  with  perils,'  said  his  father.  'I  too  have 
had  my  share,  having  becvi  in  great  danger  (he  told  not  its 
precise  nature)  at  an  inn  where  I  rested  last  night.  But  I 
left  it  in  the  morning;  and  proceeded  hither  in  safety.  I  have 
at  length,  however,  obtained  a  safe  escort  to  conduct  me  to  the 
Duke's  camp  near  Dijon ;  and  I  trust  to  have  an  audience  of 
him  this  evening.  Then,  if  our  last  hope  should  fail,  we  will 
seek  the  seaport  of  MarseiUes,  hoist  sail  for  Gandia  or  for 
Rhodes,  and  spend  our  lives  in  defence  of  Christendom,  since 
we  may  no  longer  fight  for  England.' 

Arthur  heard  these  ominous  words  without  reply ;  but  they 
did  not  the  less  sink  upon  his  heart,  deadly  as  the  doom  of  the 
judge  which  secludes  the  criminal  ^m  sodely  and  all  its  joys, 
and  condemns  him  to  an  eternal  prison-house.  The  bells  from 
the  cathedral  began  to  toll  at  this  instant^  and  reminded  the 
elder  Philipson  of  the  duty  of  hearing  mass,  which  was  said  at 
all  hours  in  some  one  or  other  of  the  separate  chapels  which 
are  contained  in  that  magnificent  pile.  His  son  fculowed,  on 
an  intimation  of  his  pleasure. 

In  approaching  the  access  to  this  superb  cathedral,  the 
travellers  found  it  obstructed,  as  is  usual  in  Catholic  countries, 
by  the  number  of  mendicants  of  both  sexes  who  crowded  round 
the  entrance  to  give  the  worshippers  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
chazging  the  duty  of  almsgiving,  so  positively  enjoined  as  a 
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chief  observanoe  of  their  church.  The  Englishmen  extricated 
themflelves  from  their  importunity  by  bestowing,  as  is  usual  on 
such  occasions,  a  donative  of  small  coin  upon  those  who  ap- 
peared most  needy,  or  most  deserving  of  their  charity.  One 
tall  woman  stood  on  the  steps  dose  to  the  door,  and  extended 
her  hand  to  the  elder  Philipeon,  who,  struck  with  her  appeaj> 
ance,  exchanged  for  a  piece  of  silver  the  copper  coins  which  he 
had  been  distributing  amongst  others. 

<  A  n^arvel ! '  she  said,  in  the  English  language,  but  in  a  tone 
calculated  only  to  be  heard  by  him  alone,  although  his  son  also 
caught  the  sound  and  sense  of  what  she  said — 'ay,  a  miracle  ! 
An  Englishman  still  possesses  a  silver  piece,  and  can  aflford  to 
bestow  it  on  the  poor  1 ' 

Arthur  was  sensible  that  his  &ther  started  somewhat  at  the 
voice  or  words,  which  bore,  even  in  his  ear,  something  of  deeper 
import  than  Uie  observation  of  an  ordinary  mendicant.  But^ 
after  a  glance  at  the  female  who  thus  addressed  him,  his  father 
passed  onwards  into  the  body  of  the  church,  and  was  soon 
engaged  in  attending  to  the  solemn  ceremony  of  the  mass,  as 
it  was  performed  by  a  priest  at  the  altar  of  a  chapel  divided 
from  the  main  body  of  the  splendid  edifice,  and  dedicated,  as 
it  appeared  from  the  image  over  the  altar,  to  St  George — ^that 
military  saint  whose  real  history  is  so  obscure,  though  his 
popular  legend  rendered  him  an  object  of  peculiar  veneration 
during  the  feudal  ages.  The  ceremony  was  begun  and  finished 
with  all  customary  forms.  The  officiating  priest,  with  his  at- 
tendants, withdrew,  and  though  some  of  the  few  worshippers 
who  had  assisted  at  the  solemnity  remained  telling  their  be«uls, 
and  occupied  with  the  performance  of  their  private  devotions, 
far  the  greater  part  left  the  chapel,  to  visit  other  shrines,  or  to 
return  to  the  prosecution  of  their  secular  affiurs. 

But  Arthur  Philipeon  remarked  that^  whilst  they  dropped 
off  one  after  another,  the  tall  woman  who  had  received  his 
other's  alms  continued  to  kneel  near  the  altar  j  and  he  was  yet 
more  surprised  to  see  that  his  father  himself,  who,  he  had  many 
reasons  to  know,  was  desirous  to  spend  in  the  church  no  more 
time  than  the  duties  of  devotion  absolutely  claimed,  remained 
also  on  his  knees,  with  his  eyes  resting  on  the  form  of  the  veiled 
devotee  (such  she  seemed  from  her  dxess),  as  if  his  own  motions 
were  to  be  guided  by  hers.  By  no  idea  which  occurred  to  him 
was  Arthur  able  to  form  the  least  conjecture  as  to  his  father's 
motives ;  he  only  knew  that  he  was  engaged  in  a  critical  and 
dangerous  negotiation,  liable  to  influence  or  interruption  from 
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TsrioviB  quarters ;  and  that  political  saspicioii  waa  so  generally 
awake  both  in  France,  Italy,  and  FUmdera,  that  die  most 
important  agents  were  often  obliged  to  assume  the  most  im- 
penetrable disguises^  in  order  to  insinuate  themseWes  without 
suspcion  into  the  countries  where  their  services  were  required. 
Louis  XI.,  in  particular,  whose  singular  policy  seemed  in 
some  degree  to  give  a  character  to  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  was  well  known  to  have  disguised  his  principal  emis- 
saries and  envoys  in  the  fictitious  garbs  of  mendicant  monks, 
minstrels,  gipsies,  and  other  privileged  wanderers  of  the 
meanest  description. 

Arthur  concluded,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  improbable 
that  this  female  might,  like  themselves,  be  something  nM>re 
than  her  dress  imported;  and  he  resolved  to  observe  his  father's 
deportment  towards  her,  and  regulate  his  own  actions  accord- 
ingly. A  bell  at  last  announced  that  mass,  upon  a  more 
splendid  scale,  was  about  to  be  celebrated  before  the  high 
altar  of  the  cathedral  itself,  and  its  sound  withdrew  from  the 
sequestered  chapel  of  St.  George  the  few  who  had  renudned  at 
the  shrine  of  the  military  saint,  excepting  the  father  and  son, 
and  the  female  penitent  who  kneeled  opposite  to  them.  When 
the  last  of  the  worshippers  had  retired,  the  female  arose  and 
advanced  towards  the  elder  Philipeon,  who,  folding  his  arms 
on  his  bosom,  and  stooping  his  head,  in  an  attitude  of  obeisance 
which  his  son  had  never  before  seen  him  assume,  appeared 
rather  to  wait  what  she  had  to  say  than  to  propose  addressing 
her. 

There  was  a  pause.  Four  lamps,  lighted  before  the  shrine 
of  the  saint,  cast  a  dim  radiance  on  his  armour  and  steed, 
represented  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  transfixing  with  his  lance 
the  prostrate  dragon,  whose  outstretched  wings  and  writhing 
neck  were  in  part  touched  by  their  beams.  The  rest  of  the 
chapel  was  dimly  iUuminated  by  the  autumnal  sun,  which 
could  scarce  find  its  way  through  the  stained  panes  of  the 
small  lanceolated  window,  which  was  its  only  aperture  to  the 
open  air.  The  light  fell  doubtful  and  gloomy,  tinged  with  the 
various  hues  through  which  it  passed,  upon  the  stately,  yet 
somewhat  broken  and  dejected,  form  of  the  female,  and  on 
those  of  the  melancholy  and  anxious  father,  and  his  son,  who^ 
with  all  the  eager  interest  of  youth,  suspected  and  anticipated 
extraordinary  consequences  from  so  singular  an  interview. 

At  length  the  female  approached  to  the  same  side  of  the 
shrine  with  Arthur  and  his  fother,  as  if  to  be  more  distinctly 
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heard,  without  being  obliged  to  ndse  the  alow,  Bolemn  yoice  in 
which  ahe  had  spoken. 

*  Do  you  here  worship,'  she  said,  '  the  St.  George  of  Burgundy 
or  the  St.  Qeorge  of  Merry  England,  the  flower  of  chivalry  f 

'  I  serre,'  said  Philipson,  folding  his  hands  humbly  on  his 
bosom,  'the  saint  to  whom  this  chapel  is  dedicated,  and  the 
Deity  with  whom  I  hope  for  his  holy  intercession,  whether  here 
or  in  my  native  country.' 

'  Ay — ^you,'  said  the  female^  '  even  you  can  foiget — ^you,  even 
you,  who  have  been  numbered  among  the  minor  of  knighthood 
— can  forget  that  you  have  worshipped  in  the  royal  fane  of 
Windsor — that  you  have  there  bent  a  gartered  knee,  where 
kings  and  princes  kneeled  around  you — ^you  can  foiget  Uiis,  and 
make  your  orisons  at  a  foreign  shrine,  with  a  heart  undisturbed 
with  the  thoughts  of  what  you  have  been — praying,  like  some 
poor  peasant^  for  bread  and  life  during  the  day  that  passes  over 
you.' 

'Lady,'  replied  Philipson,  'in  my  proudest  hours  I  was, 
before  the  Being  to  whom  I  prefened  my  prayersi  but  as  a 
worm  in  the  dust.  In  His  eyes  I  am  now  neither  less  nor  more, 
degraded  as  I  may  be  in  the  opinion  of  my  fellow-reptiles.' 

'  How  canst  thou  think  thus  f '  said  the  devotee ;  '  and  yet  it 
is  well  with  thee  that  thou  canst.  But  what  have  thy  losses 
been  compared  to  mine  f ' 

She  put  her  hand  to  her  brow,  and  seemed  for  a  moment 
overpowered  by  agonizing  recollections. 

Arthur  pressed  to  his  father's  side,  and  inquired,  in  a  tone 
of  interest  which  could  not  be  repressed,  '  FaUier,  who  is  this 
ladyt    Is  it  my  mother!' 

'  No,  my  son,'  answered  Philipson.  '  Peace,  for  the  sake  of 
all  you  hold  dear  or  holy ! ' 

The  singular  female,  however,  heard  both  the  question  and 
answer,  though  expressed  in  a  whisper. 

'  Tea,'  she  said,  '  young  man,  I  am — I  should  say  I  was — 
your  mother — ^the  mother,  the  protectress,  of  all  that  was  noble 
in  England.     I  am  Maigaret  of  Anjou.' 

Arthur  sank  on  his  knees  before  the  dauntless  widow  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  who  so  long,  and  in  such  desperate  circum- 
stances, upheld,  by  unyielding  courage  and  deep  policy,  the 
sinking  cause  of  her  feeble  husband ;  and  who^  if  she  occasion- 
ally abused  victory  by  cruelty  and  revenge,  had  made  some 
atonement  by  the  indomitable  resolution  witii  which  she  had 
supported  the  fiercest  storms  of  adversity.    Arthur  had  been 


ANNE  OF  GEIXBSTEIN  805 

bred  in  devoted  adherence  to  the  now  dethroned  line  of  Lan- 
caster, of  which  his  father  was  one  of  the  moat  diBtinguiahed 
aupportera;  and  his  earliest  deeds  of  arms,  which,  though 
unfortunate,  were  neither  obscure  nor  ignoble,  had  been  done 
in  their  cause.  With  an  enthusiasm  belonging  to  his  age  and 
education,  he  in  the  same  instant  flung  his  bonnet  on  the  pave- 
ment and  knelt  at  the  feet  of  hia  ill-fated  sovereign. 

Maigaret  threw  back  the  veil  which  concealed  those  noble 
and  majestic  features  which  even  yet,  though  rivers  of  teara 
had  furrowed  her  cheek,  though  care,  <^8appointment,  domeatic 
grief,  and  humbled  pride  had  quenched  the  fire  of  her  eye,  and 
wasted  the  smooth  dignity  of  her  forehead — even  yet  showed 
the  remains  of  that  beauty  which  once  was  held  unequalled  in 
Europe.  The  apathy  with  which  a  succession  of  misfortunes 
and  disappointed  hopes  had  chilled  the  feelings  of  the  unfor- 
tunate princess  was  for  a  moment  melted  by  the  sight  of  the 
fair  youth's  enthusiasm.  She  abandoned  one  hand  to  him, 
which  he  covered  with  teara  and  kisses,  and  with  the  other 
stroked  with  maternal  tenderness  his  curled  locks,  as  she 
endeavoured  to  ndse  him  from  the  posture  he  had  assumed. 
His  father,  in  the  meanwhile,  shut  the  door  of  the  chapel  and 
placed  his  back  against  it,  withdrawing  himself  thus  from  the 
group,  as  if  for  Uie  purpose  of  preventing  any  stranger  from 
entering  during  a  scene  so  eztraordinaxy. 

^  And  thou,  then,'  said  Margaret,  in  a  voice  where  female 
tenderness  combated  strangely  with  her  natural  pride  of  rank, 
and  with  the  calm,  stoical  indifference  induced  by  the  intensity 
of  her  peraonal  znisfortunes — 'thou,  fair  youth,  art  the  last 
scion  of  the  noble  stem  so  many  fair  boughs  of  which  have 
fiJlen  in  our  hapless  cause.  Alas — alas!  what  can  I  do  for 
theef  Margaret  haa  not  even  a  bleaaing  to  beatow.  So  way- 
ward is  her  fate,  that  her  benedictions  axe  curses,  and  ahe  haa 
but  to  look  on  you  and  wiah  you  well  to  ensure  your  speedy 
and  utter  ruin.  I — I  have  been  the  fatal  poison-tree  whose 
influence  has  blighted  and  destroyed  all  the  fair  planta  that 
aroae  beaide  and  around  me,  and  brought  death  upon  every 
one,  yet  am  myaelf  unable  to  find  it ! ' 

'Noble  and  royal  mistress,'  said  the  elder  Englishman,  'let 
not  your  princely  courage  which  haa  borne  audi  extremities, 
be  dismayed,  now  that  they  are  passed  over,  and  that  a  chance 
at  least  of  happier  times  is  approaching  to  you  and  to 
England.' 

'To  England,  to  me,  noble  Oxford!'  said  the  forlorn  and 
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widowed  Queen.  'If  to-monoVs  son  could  place  me  once 
more  on  the  throne  of  England,  could  it  giye  back  to  me  what 
I  have  loBtt  I  fspeek  not  of  wealth  or  power;  they  are  as 
nothing  in  the  balance.  I  speak  not  of  the  hosts  of  noble 
friends  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of  me  and  mine— SomersetSy 
Percys,  Staffords,  Cliffords;  they  have  found  their  place  in 
fame,  in  the  annals  of  their  country.  I  speak  not  of  my  hus- 
band ;  he  has  exchanged  the  state  of  a  suffering  saint  upon 
earth  for  that  of  a  glorified  saint  in  Heayen.  But  0,  Oxford, 
my  son — ^my  Edward  1  Is  it  possible  for  me  to  look  on  this 
youth,  and  not  remember  that  thy  countess  and  I  <xi  the  same 
night  gave  birth  to  two  fair  boys  t  How  oft  we  endeayoured 
to  prophesy  their  future  fortunes,  and  to  persuade  ourselves 
that  the  same  constellation  which  shone  on  their  birth  would 
influence  their  succeeding  lif e^  and  hold  a  friendly  and  equal 
bias  till  they  reached  some  destined  goal  of  happiness  and 
honour  1  Thy  Arthur  lives ;  but^  alas !  my  Edward,  bom  under 
the  same  auspices,  fills  a  bloody  grave.' 

She  wrapped  her  head  in  hiar  mantle,  as  if  to  stifle  the  com- 
plaints and  groans  which  maternal  affection  poured  forth  at 
thepe  cruel  recollections.  Philipson,  or  the  exiled  Earl  of 
Oxford,  as  we  may  now  term  him,  distinguished  in  those 
changeful  times  by  the  steadiness  with  which  he  had  alwa3rB 
maintained  his  loyalty  to  the  line  of  Lancaster,  saw  the  im- 
prudence of  indulging  his  sovereign  in  her  weakness. 

'Royal  mistress,'  he  said,  'life's  journey  is  that  of  a  brief 
winter's  day,  and  its  course  will  run  on  whether  we  avail  our- 
selves of  its  progress  or  no.  My  sovereign  is,  I  trust,  too  much 
mistress  of  herself  to  suffer  lamentation  for  what  is  passed  to 
deprive  her  of  the  power  of  using  the  present  time.  I  am  here 
in  obedience  to  yotur  command ;  I  am  to  see  Burgundy  forth- 
with, and  if  I  find  him  pliant  to  the  purpose  to  which  we  would 
turn  him,  events  may  follow  which  will  change  into  gladness 
our  present  mourning.  But  we  must  use  our  opportunity  with 
speed  as  well  as  zeal.  Let  me  know,  then,  ma^A^m^  for  what 
reason  your  Majesty  hath  come  hither,  disguised  and  in  danger  t 
Surely  it  was  not  merely  to  weep  over  this  young  man  that  the 
high-minded  Queen  Maigaret  left  her  father's  court,  disguised 
herself  in  mean  attire,  and  came  from  a  place  of  safety  to  one 
of  doubt  at  least,  if  not  of  danger)' 

'Tou  mock  me,  Oxford,'  said  the  unfortunate  Queen^  'or 
you  deceive  yourself,  if  you  think  you  still  serve  that  Maigaret 
whose  word  was  never  spoken  without  a  reason,  and  whose 
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slightest  action  ms  inflaenced  by  a  motiye.  Alas  1  I  am  no 
longer  the  same  firm  and  rational  being.  The  feverish  char- 
acter of  grief,  while  it  makes  one  place  hateful  to  me,  drives 
me  to  another  in  veiy  impotence  aiKl  impatience  of  spirit.  My 
other's  residence^  thou  sayst,  is  safe ;  but  is  it  tolerable  for 
such  a  soul  as  mine  f  Can  one  who  has  been  deprived  of  the 
noblest  and  richest  kingdom  of  Europe — one  who  has  lost  hosts 
of  noble  friends — one  who  is  a  widowed  consort^  a  childless 
mother— one  upon  whose  head  Heaven  hath  poured  forth  its 
last  vial  of  unmitigated  wrath— can  she  stoop  to  be  the  com- 
panion of  a  weak  old  man,  who^  in  sonnets  and  in  music,  in 
mummeiy  and  folly,  in  harping  and  rhyming,  finds  a  comfort 
for  all  that  poverty  has  that  is  distressing,  and,  what  is  still 
worse,  even  a  solace  in  all  that  is  ridiculous  and  con- 
temptible f ' 

'Nay,  with  your  leave,  madam,'  said  her  counsellor,  'blame 
not  the  good  King  Ren6  because,  persecuted  by  fortune,  he  has 
been  able  to  find  out  for  himself  humbler  sources  of  solace, 
which  your  prouder  spirit  is  disposed  to  disdain.  A  contention 
among  his  minstrels  has  for  hun  the  animation  of  a  knightly 
combat ;  and  a  crown  of  flowers,  twined  by  his  troubadours, 
and  graced  by  their  sonnets,  he  iEU)counts  a  i^uable  compensa- 
tion for  the  diadems  of  Jerusalem,  of  Naples,  and  of  both 
Sicilies,  of  which  he  only  possesses  the  empty  titles.' 

'  Speak  not  to  me  of  the  pitiable  old  man,'  said  Maigaxet — 
'sunk  below  even  the  hatred  of  his  worst  enemies,  and  never 
thought  worthy  of  anything  more  than  contempt.  I  tell  thee, 
noble  Oxford,  I  have  been  driven  nearly  mad  with  my  forced 
residence  at  Aix,  in  the  paltry  circle  which  he  calls  his  court 
My  ears,  tuned  as  they  now  are  only  to  sounds  of  affliction,  are 
not  so  weary  of  the  eternal  tinkling  of  harps,  and  squeaking  of 
rebecks,  and  snapping  of  castanets ;  my  eyes  are  not  so  tired 
of  the  beggarly  affectation  of  court  ceremonial,  which  is  only 
respectable  when  it  impdies  wealth  and  expresses  power — as  my 
very  soul  is  sick  of  the  paltry  ambition  which  can  find  pleasure 
in  spangles,  tassels,  and  trumpery,  when  the  reality  of  all  that 
is  great  and  noble  hath  passed  away.  No^  Oxford.  If  I  am. 
doomed  to  lose  the  last  cast  which  fickle  fortune  seems  to  offer 
me,  I  will  retreat  into  the  meanest  convent  in  the  Pyrenean 
hilLs,  and  at  least  escape  the  insult  of  the  idiot  gaiety  of  my 
father.  Let  him  pass  from  our  memory  as  from  the  page  of 
history,  in  which  his  name  will  never  be  recorded.  I  have 
much  of  more  importance  both  to  hear  and  to  tell.    And  now. 
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my  Oxford,  what  news  tram  Italy)  Will  the  Duke  of  Ifilan 
affi>xd  U8  aflflistanoe  with  his  oomuadB,  or  with  Iub  treasureBt' 

'With  his  oomuels  willingly,  madam;  but  how  you  will 
reliflh  them  I  know  not^  since  he  recommends  to  us  submission 
to  our  hapless  fate,  and  resignation  to  the  will  of  Proyidenoe.' 

'  The  wily  Italian  I  Will  not»  then,  Galeasso  advance  any 
part  of  his  hoardsi  or  assist  a  friend  to  whom  he  hath  in  his 
time  full  often  sworn  faith  t  * 

'Not  even  the  diamonds  which  I  o£fered  to  deposit  in  his 
hands,'  answered  the  Earl,  '  could  make  him  unlock  his  treasury 
to  supply  us  with  ducats  for  our  enterprise.  Tet  he  said,  if 
Charles  of  Burgundy  should  think  seriously  of  an  exertion  in 
our  favour,  such  was  his  regard  for  that  great  prince,  and  his 
deep  sense  of  your  Majesty's  misfortunes,  that  he  would  con- 
sider what  the  state  of  his  exchequer,  though  much  exhausted, 
and  the  condition  of  his  subjects,  though  impoverished  by  taxes 
and  talliages,  would  permit  him  to  advance  in  your  behidf.' 

'  The  double-faced  hypocrite  1 '  said  Margaret.  '  If  the 
assistance  of  the  princely  Burgundy  lends  us  a  chance  of 
regaining  what  is  our  own,  then  he  will  give  us  some  paltry 
parcel  of  crowns,  that  our  restored  prosperity  may  forget  his 
indifference  to  our  adversity  1  But  wluit  c^  Burgundy?  I 
have  ventured  hither  to  tell  you  what  I  have  learned,  and  to 
hear  report  of  your  proceedings — a  trusty  watch  provides  for 
the  secrecy  of  our  interview.  My  impatience  to  see  you  brought 
me  hither  in  this  mean  disguise.  I  have  a  small  retinue  at  a 
convent  a  mile  beyond  the  town — I  have  had  your  sxrival 
watched  by  the  faithful  Lambert — and  now  I  come  to  know 
your  hopes  or  your  fears,  and  to  tell  you  my  own.' 

'Boj^  lady,'  said  the  Earl,  'I  have  not  seen  the  Duke. 
Tou  know  his  temper  to  be  wilful,  sudden,  haughty,  and  un- 
persuadable. If  he  can  adopt  the  calm  and  sustained  poliOT 
which  the  times  require,  I  little  doubt  his  obtaining  full 
amends  of  Louis,  his  sworn  enemy,  and  even  of  Edward,  his 
ambitious  brother-in-law.  But  if  he  continues  to  yield  to  ex- 
travagant fits  of  passion,  with  or  without  provocation,  he  may 
hurry  into  a  quarrel  with  the  poor  but  hardy  Helvetians,  and 
is  likely  to  engage  in  a  perilous  contest,  in  which  he  cannot  be 
expected  to  gain  anything,  while  he  uxidergoee  a  chance  of  the 
most  serious  losses.' 

'Surely,'  replied  the  Queen,  'he  will  not  trust  the  usurper 
Edward,  even  in  the  very  moment  when  he  is  giving  the 
greatest  proof  of  treachery  to  his  alliancet' 
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'In  what  respect^  madajn?'  replied  Oxford.  'The  news  yoa 
allude  to  has  not  reached  me.' 

'How,  my  lord!  Am  I  then  the  first  to  tell  you  that 
Edward  of  York  has  orosaed  the  sea  with  such  an  army  as 
scarce  even  the  renowned  Henry  Y.,  my  fother-in-law,  eyer 
transported  from  France  to  Italy?' 

'  So  much  I  have  indeed  heard  was  expected/  said  Oxford ; 
'  and  I  anticipated  the  efiect  as  fatal  to  our  cause.' 

'Edward  is  arrivedy'  said  Margaret,  'and  the  traitor  and 
usurper  hath  sent  defiance  to  Louis  of  France,  and  demanded 
of  him  the  crown  of  that  kingdom  as  his  own  right — ^that  crown 
which  was  placed  on  the  head  of  my  tmhappy  husband,  when 
he  was  yet  a  child  in  the  cradle.' 

'  It  is  then  decided — ^the  English  are  in  France ! '  answered 
Oxford,  in  a  tone  expressive  ol  the  deepest  anxiety.  'And 
whom  brings  Edward  with  him  on  this  expedition  ? ' 

'All — ill  the  bitterest  enemies  of  our  house  and  cause. 
The  false,  the  traitorous,  the  dishonoured  George,  whom  he 
calls  Duke  of  Clarence — the  blood-drinker,  Richard — ^the  licen- 
tious Hastings — ^Howard — Stanley — in  a  word,  the  leaders  of 
all  those  traitors  whom  I  would  not  name,  unless  by  doing  so 
my  curses  could  sweep  them  from  the  foce  of  the  earth.' 

'And — ^I  tremble  to  ask,'  said  the  Earl — 'does  Burgundy 
prepare  to  join  them  as  a  brother  of  the  war,  and  make  common 
cause  with  this  Torkish  host  agsdnst  King  Louis  of  France ?' 

'By  my  advices,'  replied  the  Queen,  'and  they  are  both 
private  and  sure,  besides  that  they  are  confirmed  by  the  bruit 
of  common  fame — ^no,  my  good  Oxford — ^no ! ' 

'  For  that  may  the  saints  be  praised  1 '  answered  Oxford. 
'  Edward  of  York — I  will  not  malign  even  an  enemy — ^is  a  bold 
and  fearless  leader ;  but  he  is  neither  Edward  the  Third  nor 
the  heroic  Black  Prince^  nor  is  he  that  fifth  Henry  of  Lan- 
caster under  whom  I  won  my  spurs,  and  to  whose  lineage  the 
thoughts  of  his  glorious  memory  would  have  made  me  faithful, 
had  my  plighted  vows  of  allegiance  ever  permitted  me  to  enters 
tain  a  thought  of  varying  or  of  defection.  Let  Edward  engage 
in  war  with  Louis  without  the  aid  of  Burgundy,  on  which  he 
has  reckoned.  Louis  is  indeed  no  hero^  but  he  is  a  cautious 
and  skilful  general,  more  to  be  dreaded,  perhaps,  in  these 
politic  days  than  if  Charlemagne  could  again  raise  the  ori- 
flamme,  surrounded  by  Boland  and  all  his  paladins.  Louis 
wiU  not  hazard  such  fields  as  those  of  Cressy,  of  Poitiers,  or  of 
Agincourt.    With  a  thousand  lances  from  Hainault,  and  twenty 
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thousand  crowns  from  Burgundy,  Edward  shall  risk  the  loss  of 
England,  while  he  is  engaged  in  a  protracted  struggle  f(Hr  the 
recoYeiy  of  Normandy  and  Guienne.  But  what  are  the  more- 
ments  of  Burgundy  f ' 

<  He  has  menaced  Germany,'  said  Margaret,  '  and  his  troops 
are  now  employed  in  overrunning  Lorraine,  of  which  he  has 
seized  the  principal  towns  and  castles.' 

'  Where  is  Ferrand  de  Yaudemont — a  youth,  it  is  said,  of 
courage  and  enterprise,  and  claiming  Lorraine  in  right  of  his 
mother,  Yolande  of  Anjou,  the  sister  of  your  Grace!' 

'  Fled,'  replied  the  Queen,  '  into  Germany  or  Hdvetia.' 

'  Let  Burgundy  beware  of  him,'  said  the  experienced  Earl ; 
'for,  should  the  disinherited  youth  obtain  confederates  in  Ger- 
many and  allies  among  the  hardy  Swiss,  Charles  of  Burgundy 
may  find  him  a  far  more  formidable  enemy  than  he  expects. 
We  are  strong  for  the  present  only  in  the  Duke's  strength, 
and  if  it  is  wasted  in  idle  and  desultory  efiSorts  our  hopes,  alas ! 
Tanish  with  his  power,  even  if  he  should  be  found  to  have  the 
decided  will  to  assist  us.  My  friends  in  England  are  resolute 
not  to  stir  without  men  and  money  from  Burgundy.' 

'It  is  a*  fear,'  said  Margaret,  ' but  not  our  worst  fear.  I 
dread  more  the  policy  of  Louis,  who,  unless  my  espials  have 
grossly  deceived  me,  has  even  already  proposed  a  secret  peace 
to  Edward,  offering  with  large  sums  of  money  to  purchase 
England  to  the  Yorkists,  and  a  truce  of  seven  years.' 

'  It  cannot  be,'  said  Oxford.  '  No  Englishman,  commanding 
such  an  army  as  Edward  must  now  lead,  dares  for  very  shame 
to  retire  from  France  without  a  manly  attempt  to  recover  his 
lost  provinces.' 

'  Such  would  have  been  the  thoughts  of  a  rightful  prince,' 
said  Maigaret,  'who  left  behind  him  an  obedient  and  faithful 
kingdom.  Such  may  not  be  the  thoughts  of  this  Edward,  mis- 
named Plantagenet,  base  perhaps  in  mind  as  in  blood,  since 
they  say  his  real  father  was  one  Blackburn,  an  archer  of 
Middleham — ^usurper,  at  least,  if  not  bastard — such  will  not  be 
his  thoughts.*  Every  breeze  that  blows  from  England  will 
bring  with  it  apprehensions  of  defection  amongst  those  over 
whom  he  has  usurped  authority.  He  will  not  sleep  in  peace 
till  he  returns  to  England  with  those  cut-throats,  whom  he 
relies  upon  for  the  defence  of  his  stolen  crown.  He  will  engage 
in  no  war  with  Louis,  for  Louis  will  not  hesitate  to  soothe  his 

*  The  LancMtriftn  par^  threw  the  imputation  of  bestaidy  (which  wu  totally 
vnlbiuMled)  upon  Sdward  IV. 
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pride  by  hamiliationy  to  gorge  bis  avarioe  and  pamper  his 
Yolaptuous  prodigality  by  suma  of  gold ;  and  I  fear  mnoh  we 
shall  soon  hear  of  the  English  army  retiring  from  France  with 
the  idle  boast  that  they  have  displayed  tiieir  banners  once 
more,  for  a  week  or  two,  in  the  proTinoeB  which  were  formerly 
their  own.' 

'It  the  more  becomes  us  to  be  speedy  in  moving  Burgundy 
to  decision,'  replied  Oxford ;  '  and  for  that  purpose  I  post  to 
Dijon.  Such  an  anny  as  Edward's  cannot  be  transported  over 
the  narrow  seas  in  several  weeks.  The  probability  is  that 
they  must  winter  in  France,  even  if  they  should  have  truce 
with  King  Louis.  With  a  thousand  Hainault  lances  from  the 
eastern  part  of  Flanders,  I  can  be  soon  in  the  North,  where  we 
have  many  friends,  besides  the  assurance  of  help  from  Scotland. 
The  faithful  West  will  rise  at  a  signal — a  Clifford  can  be  found, 
though  the  mountain  mists  have  hid  him  from  Richard's 
researches — the  Welsh  will  assemble  at  the  rallying  word  of 
Tudor — the  Red  Rose  raises  its  head  once  more — and  so,  God 
save  King  Henry ! ' 

*Alas!'  said  the  Queen.  'But  no  husband — ^no  friend  of 
mine — ^the  son  but  of  my  mother-in-law  by  a  Welsh  chieftain 
—cold,  they  say,  and  crafty.  But  be  it  so— let  me  only  see 
Lancaster  triumph  and  obtain  revenge  upon  York,  and  I  will 
die  contented  1' 

'  It  is  then  your  pleasure  that  I  should  make  the  proffers 
expressed  by  your  Grace's  former  mandates,  to  induce  Bur- 
gundy to  stir  himself  in  our  cause  f  If  he  learns  the  proposal 
of  a  truce  betwixt  France  and  England,  it  will  sting  sharper 
than  aught  I  can  say.' 

'  Promise  all,  however,'  said  the  Queen.  '  I  know  his  inmost 
soul :  it  is  set  upon  extending  the  dominions  of  his  house  in 
every  direction.  For  this  he  has  seized  Gueldres — ^for  this  he 
now  overruns  and  occupies  Lorraine — for  this  he  covets  such 
poor  remnants  of  Provence  as  my  father  still  calls  his  own. 
With  such  augmented  territories,  he  proposes  to  exchange  his 
ducal  diadem  for  an  arched  crown  of  independent  sovereignty. 
Tell  the  Duke,  Mai^garet  can  assist  his  views ;  tell  him  that 
my  father  Ren6  shall  disown  the  opposition  made  to  the  Duke's 
seizure  of  Lorraine — ^he  shall  do  more,  he  shall  declare  Charles 
his  heir  in  Provence,  with  my  ample  consent;  tell  him,  the  old 
man  shall  cede  his  dominions  to  him  upon  the  instant  that  his 
Hainaulters  embark  for  England,  some  small  pension  deducted 
to  maintain  a  concert  of  fiddlers  and  a  troop  of  morrice-dancers. 
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These  are  RanifB  only  earthly  wants.  Mine  are  still  fewer. 
Revenge  upon  York,  and  a  speedy  grave  I  For  the  paltry  gold 
which  we  may  need,  thou  hast  jewcdis  to  pledge.  F(Hr  the  oUier 
oonditionsy  security  if  required.' 

'For  these,  madam,  I  can  pledge  my  knightly  word,  in 
addition  to  your  royal  faith ;  and  if  more  is  required,  my  son 
shall  be  a  hostage  with  Burgundy.' 

'Oh  no— noT  exclaimed  the  dethroned  Queen,  touched  by 
perhaps  the  only  tender  feeling  which  repeated  and  extnuxrdin- 
aiy  misfortunes  had  not  chilled  into  insensibility.  '  Hazard 
not  the  life  of  the  noble  youth — he  that  is  the  last  of  the  loyal 
and  faithful  house  of  Vere— he  that  should  have  been  the 
brother  in  arms  of  my  beloved  Edward — ^he  that  had  so  nearly 
been  his  companion  in  a  bloody  and  untimely  gravel  Do 
not  involve  this  poor  child  in  these  ftital  intrigues,  which  have 
been  so  baneful  to  his  family.  Let  him  go  with  me.  Him  at 
least  I  will  shelter  from  danger  whilst  I  live,  and  provide  for 
when  I  am  no  more.' 

'  Forgive  me,  madam,'  said  Oxford,  with  th6  firmness  which 
distinguished  him.  'My  son,  as  you  deign  to  recollect^  is  a 
De  Yere,  destined,  perhaps,  to  be  the  last  of  his  name.  Fall 
he  may,  but  it  must  not  be  without  honour.  To  whatever 
dangers  his  duty  and  allegianoe  call  him,  be  it  from  sword  or 
lance,  axe  or  gibbet^  to  these  he  must  expose  himself  frankly, 
when  his  doing  so  can  mark  his  allegiance.  His  ancestors  have 
shown  him  how  to  brave  them  alL' 

'  True — ^true,'  exclaimed  the  unfortunate  Queen,  raising  her 
arms  wildly.  'All  must  perish — all  that  have  honoured  Lan- 
caster— all  that  have  loved  Margaret,  or  whom  she  has  loved ! 
The  destruction  must  be  universal — the  young  must  fall  with 
the  old — not  a  lamb  of  the  scattered  flock  shall  escape  1' 

'For  God's  sake,  gracious  madam,'  said  Oxford,  'compose 
yourself !    I  hear  them  knock  on  the  chapel  door.' 

'  It  is  the  signal  of  parting,'  said  the  exiled  Queen,  ooUeoting 
herself.  '  Do  not  fear,  noble  Oxford,  I  am  not  often  thus ;  but 
how  seldom  do  I  see  those  friends  whose  faces  and  voices  can 
disturb  the  composure  of  my  despair !  Let  me  tie  this  relic 
about  thy  neck,  good  youth,  and  fear  not  its  evil  influence, 
though  you  receive  it  from  an  ill-omened  hand.  It  was 
my  husband's,  blessed  by  many  a  prayer,  and  sanctified  by 
many  a  holy  tear;  even  my  unhappy  hands  cannot  pollute 
it.  I  should  have  bound  it  on  my  Edward's  bosom  on  the 
dreadful  morning  of  Tewkesbury  fight;   but  he  armed  early 
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— went  to  the  field  without  seeing  me,  and  all  my  parpoae  was 
Yain.' 

She  passed  a  golden  chain  round  Arthur's  neck  as  she  spoke, 
which  contained  a  small  gold  crucifix  of  rich  but  barbarous 
manufacture.  It  had  belonged,  said  tradition,  to  Edward  the 
Confessor.    The  knock  at  the  door  of  the  chapel  was  repeated. 

'  We  must  not  tany,'  said  Margaret ;  '  let  us  part  here — you 
f(Hr  Dijon,  I  to  Aiz,  my  abode  of  unrest  in  ProYenoe.  Fare- 
well; we  may  meet  in  a  better  hour — yet  how  can  I  hope  it! 
Thus  I  said  on  the  morning  before  the  fight  of  St.  Albans — 
thus  on  the  dark  dawning  of  Towton — thus  on  the  yet  more 
bloody  field  of  Tewkesbuiy — and  what  was  the  eyentf  Tet 
hope  is  a  plant  which  cannot  be  rooted  out  of  a  noble  breast 
till  the  last  heart-string  crack  as  it  is  pulled  away.^ 

So  saying,  she  passed  through  the  chapel  door,  and  mingled 
in  the  miscellaneous  assemblage  of  personages  who  worshipped, 
or  indulged  their  curiosity,  or  consumed  their  idle  hours,  amongst 
the  aisles  of  the  cathedral. 

Philipeon  and  his  son,  both  deeply  impressed  with  the  singular 
interview  which  had  just  taken  place,  returned  to  their  inn, 
where  they  found  a  pursuivant,  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's 
badge  and  livery,  who  informed  them  that,  if  they  were  the 
English  merchants  who  were  carrying  wares  of  value  to  the 
court  of  the  Duke,  he  had  orders  to  a£find  them  the  countenance 
of  his  esccnrt  and  inviolable  character.  Under  his  protection 
they  set  out  from  Strasburg ;  but  such  was  the  uncertainly  of 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  motions,  and  such  the  numerous 
obstacles  which  occurred  to  interrupt  their  journey,  in  a  country 
disturbed  by  the  constant  passage  of  troops  and  preparation  for 
war,  that  it  was  evening  on  the  second  day  ere  they  reached 
the  plain  near  Dijon  oa  which  the  whole,  or  great  part,  of  his 
power  lay  encamped. 


CHAPTER  XXV 

Thi]0  said  the  Duke — ^thns  did  the  Duke  infer. 

RUihardllL 

Thb  eyes  of  the  elder  traveller  were  well  aoeustomed  to  si^ts 
of  martial  splendour,  yet  even  he  was  dazzled  with  the  rich  and 
glorious  diiE^lay  of  the  Burgundian  camp,  in  which,  near  the 
walls  of  Dijon,  Charles,  the  wealthiest  prince  in  Europe,  had 
displayed  his  own  extravagance,  and  encouraged  his  followers  to 
similar  profusion.  The  pavilions  of  the  meanest  officers  were 
of  silk  and  samite,  while  those  of  the  nobility  and  great  leaders 
glittered  with  cloth  of  silver,  cloth  of  gold,  vari^ated  tapestry, 
and  other  precious  materials,  which  in  no  other  situation  would 
have  been  employed  as  a  cover  from  the  weather,  but  would 
themselves  have  been  thought  worthy  of  the  most  careful 
protection.  The  horsemen  and  infantry  who  mounted  guard 
were  arrayed  in  the  richest  and  most  gorgeous  armour.  A 
beautiful  and  very  numerous  train  of  artillery  was  drawn  up 
near  the  entrance  of  the  camp^  and  in  its  commander  Philipson 
(to  give  the  Earl  the  travelling  name  to  which  our  readers  are 
accustomed)  recognised  Henry  Colvin,  an  Englishman  of  inferior 
birth,  but  distinguished  for  his  skill  in  conducting  these  terrible 
engines  which  had  of  late  come  into  general  use  in  war.  The 
banners  and  pennons  which  were  dL^layed  by  every  knight^ 
baron,  and  man  of  rank  floated  before  their  tents,  and  the 
owners  of  these  transitory  dwellings  sat  at  the  door  half-armed, 
and  enjoyed  the  military  contests  of  the  soldiers,  in  wrestling, 
pitching  the  bar,  and  other  athletic  exercises. 

Long  rows  of  the  noblest  horses  were  seen  at  picquet, 
prancing  and  tossing  their  heads,  as  impatient  of  the  inactivity 
to  which  they  were  confined,  or  were  heard  neighing  over  the 
provender  which  was  spread  plenlifully  before  them.  The 
soldiers  formed  joyous  groups  around  the  minstrels  and  stroll- 
ing jugglers,  or  were  engaged  in  drinking-parties  at  the  sutlers' 
tents;  others  strolled  about  with  folded  arms,  casting  their 
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eyes  now  and  then  to  the  sinking  son,  as  if  desiious  that  the 
hour  should  amve  which  should  put  an  end  to  a  day  unoccupied, 
and  therefore  tedious. 

At  length  the  travellers  reached,  amidst  the  daszling 
Tsrieties  of  this  military  display,  the  pavilion  of  the  Duke  him- 
self, before  which  floated  heavUy  in  the  evening  breeze  the 
broad  and  rich  banner  in  which  glowed  the  armorial  bearings 
and  quarterings  of  a  prince,  duke  of  six  provinces,  and  count 
of  fifteen  counties,  who  was,  from  his  power,  his  disposition, 
and  the  success  which  seemed  to  attend  his  enterprises,  the 
general  dread  of  Europe.  The  pursuivant  made  himself  known 
to  some  of  the  household,  and  the  EInglishmen  were  immedi- 
ately received  with  courtesy,  though  not  such  as  to  draw 
atteHQtion  upon  them,  and  conveyed  to  a  neighbouring  tent,  the 
residence  of  a  general  officer,  which  they  were  given  to  under- 
stand was  destined  for  their  accommodation,  and  where  their 
packages  accordingly  were  deposited,  and  refreshments  offered 
them. 

'As  the  camp  is  filled,'  said  the  domestic  who  waited  upon 
them,  'with  soldiers  of  different  nations  and  uncertain  dis- 
positions, the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  for  the  safety  of  your  mer- 
chandise, has  ordered  you  the  protection  of  a  regular  sentinel. 
In  the  meantime,  be  in  readiness  to  wait  on  his  Highness, 
seeing  you  may  look  to  be  presently  sent  for.' 

Accordingly,  the  elder  Philipson  was  shortly  after  summoned 
to  the  Duke's  presence,  introduced  by  a  back  entrance  into  the 
ducal  pavilion,  and  into  that  part  of  it  which,  screened  by  dose 
curtains  and  wooden  barricades,  formed  Charles's  own  separate 
apartment.  The  plainness  of  the  furniture,  and  the  coarse 
apparatus  of  the  Duke's  toilette,  formed  a  strong  contrast  to 
the  appearance  of  the  exterior  of  the  pavilion;  for  Charles, 
whose  character  was,  in  that  as  in  other  things,  far  from  con- 
sistent, exhibited  in  his  own  person  during  war  an  austerity,  or 
rather  coarseness,  of  dress,  and  sometimes  of  manners  also,  which 
was  more  like  the  rudeness  of  a  German  lanzknecht  than  the 
bearing  of  a  prince  of  exalted  rank ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he 
encouraged  and  enjoined  a  great  splendour  of  expense  and  dis- 
play amongst  his  vassals  and  courtiers,  as  if  to  be  rudely  attired, 
and  to  despise  every  restraint,  even  of  ordinary  ceremony,  were 
a  privilege  of  the  sovereign  alone.  Yet,  when  it  pleased  him  to 
assume  state  in  person  and  manners,  none  knew  better  than 
Charles  of  Burgundy  how  he  ought  to  adorn  and  demean  himself. 

Upon  his  toilette  appeared  brushes  and  combs  which  might 
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have  claimed  diBmiiwal  as  past  the  term  of  Bemoe^  overworn 
hats  and  doublets,  dog-leashes,  leather  belts,  and  other  saoh 
paltry  artioles;  amongst  which  lay  at  random,  as  it  seemed, 
the  great  diamond  ocJled  Sanci,  the  three  mines  termed  the 
Three  Brothers  of  Antwerp,  another  great  diamond  called  the 
Lamp  of  Flanders,  and  other  precious  stones  of  scarcely  inferior 
▼alue  and  rarity.  This  extraordinary  display  somewhat  re- 
sembled the  chaiaoter  of  the  Duke  himself,  who  mixed  cruelty 
with  justice,  magnanimity  with  meanness  of  spirit,  economy 
with  extravagance,  and  liberality  with  avarice ;  being,  in  fiust, 
consistent  in  nothing  excepting  in  his  obstinate  determination 
to  follow  the  opinion  he  had  once  formed,  in  every  situation  of 
things,  and  through  all  variety  of  risks. 

In  the  midst  of  the  valueless  and  inestimable  articles  of  his 
wardrobe  and  toilette,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  called  out  to  the 
English  traveller,  '  Welcome,  fierr  Philipson — ^welcome,  you  of 
a  nation  whose  traders  are  princes,  and  their  merchants  the 
mighty  ones  of  the  earth.  What  new  commodities  have  you 
brought  to  gull  us  witht  Tou  merchants,  by  St.  George,  are 
a  wily  generation.' 

'  Faith,  no  new  merchandise  I,  my  lord,'  answered  the  elder 
Englishman:  'I  bring  but  the  commodities  which  I  showed 
your  Highness  the  last  time  I  communicated  with  you,  in  the 
hope  of  a  poor  trader  that  your  Grace  may  find  them  more 
acceptable  upon  a  review  than  when  you  first  saw  them.' 

'  It  is  well.  Sir — Philipville,  I  think  they  call  you!  Tou  are 
a  simple  trader,  or  you  take  me  for  a  silly  purchaser,  that  you 
think  to  gull  me  with  the  same  wares  which  I  foncied  not 
f ormeriy.  Change  of  fashion,  man — ^novelty — ^is  the  motto  of 
commerce;  your  Lancaster  ^ares  have  had  their  day,  and  I 
have  bought  of  them  like  others,  and  was  like  enough  to  have 
paid  dear  for  them  too.    York  is  all  the  vogue  now.' 

'  It  may  be  so  among  the  vulgar,'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford ; 
^but  for  souls  like  your  Highness  faith,  honour,  and  loyalty 
are  jewels  which  change  of  fancy  or  mutability  of  taste  cannot 
put  out  of  fashion.' 

'Why,  it  may  be,  noble  Oxford,'  said  the  Duke,  'that  I 
preserve  in  my  secret  mind  some  veneration  for  these  old- 
tehioned  qualities,  else  why  should  I  have  such  regaid  for  your 
person,  in  which  they  have  ever  been  distinguish^  t  But  my 
situation  is  painfully  urgent,  and  should  I  mske  a  false  step  at 
this  crisis,  I  might  break  the  purposes  of  my  whole  life.  Observe 
me^  sir  merchant.    Here  has  come  over  your  old  competitor, 
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Blaokbom,  whom  acxme  call  Edwaid  of  Tork  and  of  London, 
with  a  oommodity  of  bowB  and  bills  soch  as  never  entered 
Franoe  sinoe  King  Arthur's  time ;  and  he  offers  to  enter  into 
joint  adventure  with  me,  or,  in  plain  speech,  to  make  common 
cause  with  Burgundy,  till  we  smoke  out  of  his  earths  the  old 
fox  Louis,  and  nail  his  hide  to  the  stabledoor.  In  a  word, 
England  invites  me  to  take  part  with  him  against  my  most 
wily  and  inveterate  enemy,  the  King  of  Franoe ;  to  rid  myself 
of  die  chain  of  vassalage^  and  to  ascend  into  the  rank  of  inde- 
pendent princes;  how  think  you,  noble  earl,  can  I  forego  this 
seducing  temptation  f ' 

'Tou  must  ask  this  of  some  of  your  counsellors  of  Burgundy,' 
said  Oxford;  'it  is  a  question  fraught  too  deeply  with  ruin  to 
my  cause  for  me  to  give  a  fair  opinion  on  it.' 

'Nevertheless,'  said  Charles,  'I  ask  thee,  as  an  honourable 
man,  what  objections  you  see  to  the  course  proposed  to  met 
Speak  your  mind,  and  speak  it  freely.' 

'My  lord,  I  know  it  is  in  your  Highness's  nature  to  enter- 
tain no  doubts  of  the  facility  of  executing  anything  which  you 
have  once  determined  shall  be  done.  Tet^  though  this  prince- 
like disposition  may  in  some  cases  prepare  for  its  own  success, 
and  has  often  done  so^  there  are  others  in  which,  persisting  in 
oxur  purpose,  merely  because  we  have  once  willed  it,  leads  not 
to  success,  but  to  ruin.  Look,  therefore,  at  this  English  army. 
Winter  is  approaching,  where  are  thev  to  be  lodged  f  how  are 
they  to  be  victualled  1  by  whom  are  they  to  be  paid!  Is  your 
Highness  to  take  all  the  expense  and  labour  of  fitting  them  for 
the  summer  campaign?  for,  rely  on  it,  an  English  army  never 
was,  nor  will  be,  fit  for  service  till  they  have  been  out  of  their 
own  island  long  enough  to  accustom  them  to  military  duty. 
They  are  men,  I  grants  the  fittest  for  soldiers  in  the  world,  but 
they  are  not  soldiers  as  yet,  and  must  be  trained  to  become  such 
at  your  Highness's  expense.' 

'Be  it  so,'  said  Charles;  'I  think  the  Low  Countries  can 
find  food  for  the  beef-consuming  knaves  for  a  few  weeks,  and 
villages  for  them  to  lie  in,  and  officers  to  train  their  sturdy 
limbs  to  war,  and  provost-marshals  enough  to  reduce  their 
refractory  spirit  to  discipline.' 

'What  happens  next!'  said  Oxford.  'You  march  to  Paris, 
add  to  Edward's  usurped  power  another  kingdom,  restore  to 
him  all  the  possessions  which  England  ever  had  in  France,  Nor- 
mandy, Maine,  Anjou,  Gascony,  and  all  besides  can  you  trust 
this  Edward  when  you  shall  have  thus  fostered  his  strength. 
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and  made  him  far  Btnmger  than  this  Louis  whom  yoa  have 
united  to  pull  down!' 

'  By  St.  George,  I  will  not  dissemble  with  you  I  It  is  in 
that  very  point  that  my  doubts  trouble  me.  Edward  is  indeed 
my  brother-in-law,  but  I  am  a  man  little  inclined  to  put  my 
hoBul  under  my  wife's  girdle.' 

<  And  the  times,'  said  Philipson,  *  have  too  often  shown  the 
ineffidenoy  of  family  allianoes  to  provent  the  most  gross 
breaches  of  faith.' 

'Tou  say  well,  earl.  Glarenoe  betrayed  his  father-in-law; 
Louis  poisoned  his  brother.  Domestic  affections,  pshaw  I  they 
sit  warm  enough  by  a  private  man's  fireside,  but  they  cannot 
come  into  fields  of  battle,  or  princes'  halls,  where  the  wind 
blows  cold.  No,  my  alliance  with  Edward  by  marriage  were 
little  succour  to  me  in  time  of  need.  I  would  as  soon  ride  an 
unbroken  horse,  with  no  better  bridle  than  a  lady's  garter. 
But  what  then  is  the  result  f  He  wars  on  Louis ;  whicherer 
gains  the  better,  I,  who  must  be  strengthened  in  their  mutual 
weakness,  receive  the  advantage.  The  Englishmen  slay  the 
French  with  their  doth-yard  shafts,  and  the  Frenchmen,  by 
skirmishes,  waste,  weaken,  and  destroy  the  English.  With 
spring  I  take  the  field  with  an  army  superior  to  both,  and  then, 
St.  Qeorge  for  Burgundy  i ' 

'And  if,  in  the  meanwhile,  your  Highness  will  deign  to 
assist^  even  in  the  most  trifling  degree,  a  cause  the  most 
honourable  that  ever  knight  laid  lance  in  rest  for,  a  moderate 
sum  of  money,  and  a  small  body  of  Hainault  lances,  who  may 
gain  both  fame  and  fortune  by  the  service,  may  roplaoe  the 
injured  heir  of  Lancaster  in  the  possession  of  his  native  and 
rightful  dominion.' 

'Ay,  marry,  sir  earl,'  said  the  Duke,  'you  come  roundly  to 
the  point;  but  we  have  seen,  and  indeed  partly  assisted  at,  so 
many  turns  betwixt  York  and  Lancaster,  that  we  have  some 
doubt  which  is  the  side  to  which  Heaven  has  given  the  right) 
and  the  inclinations  of  the  people  the  elSectual  power ;  we  are 
surprised  into  absolute  giddiness  by  so  many  extraordinary 
revolutions  of  fortune  as  England  has  exhibited.' 

'A  proof,  my  lord,  that  these  mutations  aro  not  yet  ended, 
and  that  your  generous  aid  may  give  to  the  better  side  an 
effectual  turn  of  advantage.' 

'And  lend  my  cousin,  Margarot  of  Anjou,  my  arm  to  de- 
throne my  wife's  brother)  Perhaps  he  deserves  small  good- 
will at  my  hands,  since  he  and  his  insolent  nobles  have  been 
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mging  me  with  remonBtranoes,  and  even  thieats,  to  lay  aside 
all  my  own  important  afBgdn,  and  join  Edwaid^  forsooth,  in  his 
knight-errant  expedition  against  Louis.  I  will  march  against 
Louis  at  my  own  time,  and  not  sooner ;  and,  by  St.  Geoige ! 
neither  island  king  nor  island  noble  shall  dictate  to  Charles  of 
Burgundy.  Tou  are  fine  conceited  companions,  you  English  of 
both  sides,  that  think  the  matters  of  your  own  bedlam  island 
are  as  interesting  to  all  the  world  as  to  yourselves.  But 
neither  York  nor  Lancaster,  neither  brother  Blackburn  nor 
cousin  Margaret  of  Anjou,  not  with  John  de  Yere  to  back  her, 
shall  gull  me.    Men  lure  no  hawks  with  empty  hands.' 

Oxford,  familiar  with  the  Duke's  disposition,  suffered  him  to 
exhaust  himself  in  chafing,  that  any  one  should  pretend  to 
dictate  his  course  of  conduct,  and,  when  he  was  at  length  sQent, 
replied  with  calmness — '  Do  I  live  to  hear  the  noble  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  the  mirror  of  European  chivalxy,  say  that  no  reason 
has  been  shown  to  him  for  an  adventure  where  a  helpless  queen 
is  to  be  redressed — a  royal  house  raised  from  the  dust?  Is 
there  not  immortal  Iob  and  honour — ^the  trumpet  of  fame  to 
proclaim  the  sovereign  who,  alone  in  a  degenerate  age,  has 
united  the  duties  of  a  generous  knight  with  those  of  a  princely 
sovereign ' 

The  Duke  interrupted  him,  striking  him  at  the  same  time 
on  the  shoulder — 'And  King  Bend's  five  hundred  fiddlers  to 
tune  their  cracked  violins  in  my  praise,  and  King  Ben6  him- 
self to  listen  to  them,  and  say,  ''Well  fought^  Duke — ^well 
played,  fiddler"!  I  tell  thee,  John  of  Oxford,  when  thou  and 
I  wore  maiden  armour,  such  words  as  fame,  honour,  los^ 
knightly  glory,  lady's  love,  and  so  forth,  were  good  mottoes  for 
our  snow-white  shields,  and  a  fair  enough  argument  for  splinter- 
ing lances — ay,  and  in  tilt-yard,  though  somewhat  old  for 
these  fierce  folUes,  I  would  jeopard  my  person  in  such  a  quarrel 
yet^  as  becomes  a  knight  of  the  order ;  but  when  we  come  to 
paying  down  of  crowns,  and  embarking  of  large  squadrons,  we 
must  have  to  propose  to  our  subjects  some  substantial  excuse  j 
for  plunging  them  in  war — some  proposal  for  the  public  good 
-—or,  by  St.  George  1  for  our  own  private  advantage,  which  is 
the  same  thing.  This  is  the  course  the  world  runs,  and, 
Oxford,  to  tell  the  plain  truth,  I  mean  to  hold  the  same  bias.' 

'Heaven  forbid  that  I  should  expect  ^our  Highness  to  act 
otherwise  than  with  a  view  to  your  subjects'  wetfare — ^the  in- 
crease, that  is,  as  your  Grace  happily  expresses  it^  of  your  own 
power  and  dominion.    The  money  we  require  is  not  in  bene- 
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Tolenoe,  but  in  loan ;  and  Maigaret  is  willing  to  deposit  these 
jewels,  of  which  I  think  yonr  Gnoe  knows  the  Talne,  till  she 
shaU  repay  the  sum  which  your  friendship  may  adyanoe  in  her 
necessity.' 

'Ha,  ha ! '  said  the  Duke,  'would  our  cousin  make  a  pawn- 
broker of  us,  and  have  us  deal  with  her  like  a  Jewish  usurer 
with  his  debtor!  Yet,  in  faith,  Oxford,  we  may  need  the 
diamonds,  for  if  this  business  were  otherwise  feasible,  it  is  pos- 
sible that  I  myself  must  become  a  boirower  to  aid  my  cousin's 
necessities.  I  have  applied  to  the  states  of  the  duchy,  who 
are  now  sitting,  and  expect^  as  is  reasonable,  a  laige  supply. 
But  there  are  restless  heads  and  dose  hands  among  them,  and 
they  may  be  niggardly.  So  place  the  jewels  on  the  taUe  in 
the  meanwhile.  Well,  say  I  am  to  be  no  sufferer  in  purse  by 
this  feat  of  knight-enantry  which  you  propose  to  me,  still 
princes  enter  not  into  war  without  some  view  of  advantage  f ' 

'Listen  to  me,  noble  sovereign.  Tou  are  naturally  bent  to 
unite  the  great  estates  of  your  father  and  those  you  have 
acquired  by  your  own  arms  into  a  compact  and  firm  duke- 
dom  ' 

'Gall  it  kingdom,'  said  Charles;  'it  is  the  worthier  word.' 

'Into  a  kingdom,  of  which  the  crown  shall  sit  as  fair  and 
even  on  your  Grace's  brow  as  that  of  France  on  your  present 
suserain,  Louis.' 

'  It  needs  not  such  shrewdness  as  yours  to  descry  that  such 
is  my  purpose,'  said  the  Duke;  'eke,  wherefore  am  I  here 
with  helm  on  my  head  and  sword  by  my  side!  And  where- 
fore are  my  troops  seising  on  the  strong  places  in  Lorraine^ 
and  chasing  before  them  tiie  beggarly  De  Yaudemont,  who  has 
the  insdence  to  claim  it  as  his  inheritancef  Yes,  my  friend, 
the  aggrsndisement  of  Burgundy  is  a  theme  for  whidi  the 
duke  of  that  tsai  province  is  bound  to  fight,  while  he  can  put 
foot  in  stirrup.' 

'But  think  you  not^'  said  the  English  eari,  'since  you 
allow  me  to  speak  freely  with  your  Grace  on  the  footing  of  old 
acquaintanceship— think  you  not  that  in  this  chart  of  your 
dominions,  otherwise  so  fairly  bounded,  there  is  something  on 
the  southern  frontier  which  might  be  ananged  more  advantage- 
ously for  a  King  of  Burgundy  f ' 

'  I  cannot  gpiess  whither  you  would  lead  me,'  said  the  Duke, 
looking  at  a  map  of  the  duchy  and  his  other  possessions,  to 
which  the  Englishman  had  pointed  his  attention,  and  then 
turning  his  broad  keen  eye  upon  the  face  of  the  banished  eari. 
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*I  would  say,'  replied  the  latter,  'that,  to  so  powerful  a 
prinoe  as  joor  OrsoOy  there  is  no  safe  neighbour  but  the  sea. 
Here  is  Provenoe^  which  interferes  betwixt  you  and  the  Medi- 
terranean— Provenee,  with  its  prinoely  harbours  and  fertile 
cornfields  and  vineyards.  Were  it  not  well  to  include  it 
in  TOur  map  of  sovereignty,  and  thus  touch  the  middle  sea 
with  one  hand,  while  the  other  rested  on  the  sesrcoast  of 
Flandersf 

'Provence,  said  youf  replied  the  Duke,  eagerly;  'why, 
man,  my  very  dreams  are  of  Provence.  I  cannot  smell  an 
oraQge  but  it  reminds  me  of  its  perfumed  woods  and  bowere, 
its  oUves,  oitrons,  and  pomagnnates.  But  how  to  frame  pre- 
tensions to  it!  Shame  it  were  to  disturb  Ren^  the  harmless 
old  man,  nor  would  it  become  a  near  relation.  Then  he  is  the 
unele  of  Louis ;  and  most  probaUy,  failing  his  daughter  Mar- 
garet^ or  peihape  in  pretoence  to  her,  he  hath  named  the 
French  king  his  heir.' 

'A  better  daim  might  be  raised  up  in  your  Grace's  own 
person,'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  '  if  you  will  aflbrd  Margaret  of 
Anjou  the  succour  she  requires  by  me.' 

'Take  the  aid  thou  requireet,'  replied  the  Duke — 'take 
doable  the  amount  of  it  in  men  and  money  I  Let  me  but  have 
a  daun  upon  Provence,  though  thin  as  a  single  thread  of  thy 
Queen  Margaret's  hair,  and  let  me  alone  tar  twisting  it  into 
the  tough  texture  of  a  quadruple  cable.  But  I  am  a  fool  to 
listen  to  the  dreams  of  one  who»  ruined  himself,  can  lose  little 
by  hicMing  forth  to  others  the  most  extravagant  hopes.' 

Charles  breathed  high,  and  chaiu;ed  complexion  as  he  spoke. 

'  I  am  not  such  a  person,  my  Lord  Duke,'  said  the  Eari. 
'IdSten  to  me-— RenA  is  broken  with  years,  fond  of  repose^  and 
too  poor  to  maintain  hk  sank  with  the  necessary  dignity ;  too 
goocUnatnred,  or  too  f eeUe-minded,  to  lay  farther  imposts  on 
his  subjects;  weary  of  contending  with  bad  fortune^  and  desir- 
ous to  resign  his  territories ' 

'Histerrttariesl'  said  Charles. 

'Tes,  all  he  actually  possesses,  and  the  much  more  extensive 
dominiops  which  ha  has  elaim  to^  but  which  have  passed  from 
his  sway*' 

'Tott  take  away  my  breath  1'  said  the  Duke.  'Ren^  rmgn 
Provence  I  And  what  says  Margaret — ^the  proud,  the  high-minded 
Mamret — ^wiU  ahe  sabsoribe  to  so  humiliating  a  proceeding!' 

'For  the  chance  of  seeing  Lancaster  trromph  in  England, 
she  would  resigii»  not  only  dominion,  but  life  itself.    And  in 
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trath  the  saeiiftoe  u  lett  than  it  nmy  Mem  to  be.  It  is  oeitain 
that,  when  RenA  dies,  the  Kkig  of  Fmnce  wiU  dalm  the  old 
aum^  eovnt J  of  Pkoraioe  m  a  male  fie^  and  there  it  no  one 
•trang  enough  to  baok  Maigwet'e  daim  of  ioheritanoey  hmmmm 
juBt  it  may  be.' 

'It  la  jnst^'eaid  Ohailai— <it  is  midaniable  1  I  wBI  not  hear 
of  Its  being  denied  or  ohallenged — ^thot  i%  lAen  onee  it  is 
established  in  our  own  person.  It  is  the  true  principle  of  the 
war  for  the  pablic  good,  that  none  of  A0  great  fieli  be  sufficed 
to  revert  again  to  the  orown  of  Fnaoei  least  of  all  while  it 
stands  on  a  btow  so  astneioiis  end  nnprinolpled  as  that  of 
Louis.  Buigundj  jomed  to  Plorenoe — a  dominion  from  the 
German  OoMn  to  the  Mediterranean!  Qifordy  thoa  art  my 
better  angel  I' 

*Tour  Omoe  mast,  however,  reflect,'  ssid  Ozftxrd,  'that 
honouiaUe  provision  must  be  made  for  King  Ben^.' 

'Certainly,  men— certainly :  he  shall  have  a  score  of  fiddkrs 
and  jugglen  to  play,  roar,  and  redte  to  him  from  morning  till 
niglrti.  He  dudl  have  a  court  of  troubadoui%  Irho  shall  do 
nothing  but  drink,  flute^  and  fiddle  to  him,  and  pronoonoe 
mmaU  ^  kve,  to  be  confixmed  or  reversed  by  an  appeal  to 
hittsdf,  the  supreme  rtd  d^amamr.  And  Margaret  shall  also 
be  honooxably  sustained,  in  the  manner  yon  may  pint  oat.' 

'That  will  be  easily  settled,'  answmd  the  Boglish  earl. 
'  If  our  attempts  on  Eo^and  snooeed,  she  will  need  no  aid  frem 
Burgundy.  If  she  lails,  she  retiies  into  a  oloister,  and  it  wOl 
not  be  long  that  she  wiU  need  the  honourable  maintenanoe 
which,  I  am  sure,  your  Grace's  ganeroaity  will  willingly  assign 
her.' 

'  Unquestionably,'  answered  Charles,  'and  en  a  seale  which 
will  be<»me  us  hc^ ;  but,  by  my  halidome^  John  of  Yere^  the 
abbess  into  whose  oloister  Margaret  of  Anjou  shall  retire  w4ll 
have  an  ungovernable  penitent  under  her  charge.  Well  do  I 
know  her;  and,  sir  earl,  I  will  not  dog  our  discourse  by 
expressing  any  doubts  that,  if  she  pleases,  she  can  compel  her 
lather  to  resign  bis  estates  to  whomsoever  she  wilL  She  is 
like  my  braohe^  Gorgon,  who  compels  whatsoever  hound  is 
coupled  with  her  to  go  the  way  she  chooses,  or  she  strangles 
him  if  he  resists.  So  has  Margaret  aetedwith  her  simple- 
minded  husband,  and  I  am  aware  that  her  lather,  a  fool  of  a 
different  cast,  must  of  necessity  be  equally  traetabfe.  I  think 
/  could  have  matched  her,  though  my  very  neck  aches  at  the 
thought  of  the  strugg^  we  should  have  had  for  mastery.    But 
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joa  look  gmre,  beomifle  I  jest  with  the  pertUMunovfl  temper  of 
my  mihappy  cousul' 

'My  lord,'  Bald  Oxford,  'whatever  are  or  have  been  the  de* 
fects  of  my  mistreeSi  she  is  in  distreBS,  and  almost  in  desolation. 
She  is  my  aoTereign,  and  your  Highness's  ooosin  not  the  less.' 

'Enough  said,  sir  earV  answered  the  Duke.  'Let  us  speak 
seriously.  Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  abdioation  of  Kmg 
Ben^  I  fear  we  shall  find  it  difficult  to  make  Louis  XI.  see  the 
matter  as  favouiably  as  we  do.  He  will  hold  that  the  oounty 
of  Provence  is  a  male  fief,  and  that  neither  the  resignation  oi 
Ben^  nor  the  consent  of  his  daughter  can  prevent  its  revwtii^^ 
to  the  crown  of  France,  as  the  King  of  SicQy,  as  they  call  him, 
hath  no  male  iasue.' 

'  That,  may  it  please  your  Grace,  is  a  question  for  battle  to 
decide;  and  your  JSighness  has  suecessfolly  braved  Louis  for  a 
less  important  stake.  All  I  can  say  is,  that,  if  your  Grace's 
active  assistance  enables  the  young  Earl  of  Biohmond  to  succeed 
in  his  enterprise^  you  shall  have  the  aid  of  three  thousand 
Fjiglish  archers,  if  old  John  of  Oxford,  for  want  of  a  bettor 
leader,  were  to  bring  them  over  himself.' 

'A  noble  aid,'  said  the  Duke,  'graced  still  more  bv  him  who 
piomises  to  lead  them.  Thy  succour,  noble  Oxford,  were 
precious  to  me,  did  you  but  come  with  your  sword  by  vour 
side  and  a  single  page  at  your  back.  I  know  you  weU,  both 
heart  and  head.  But  let  us  to  this  gear;  eolei^  even  the 
wisest,  are  privileged  in  promises,  and  sometimes— excuse  me, 
noble  Qxfoid — impose  on  themselves  as  well  as  on  their  friends. 
What  are  the  hopes  on  which  yon  desire  me  again  to  embark 
on  so  troubled  and  uncertain  an  ocean  as  these  civil  contests  of 
yourst' 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  produced  a  schedule,  and  explained  to 
the  Duke  the  plan  of  his  expedition,  to  be  baclEed  by  an  insuneo- 
tion  of  the  friends  of  Lancaster,  of  which  it  is  enough  to  say, 
that  it  was  bold  to  the  verge  of  temerity;  but  yet  so  wdl 
compacted  and  put  together  as  to  bear,  in  those  times  of  rapid 
revolution,  and  under  a  leader  of  Oxford's  approved  military 
skill  and  political  sagacity,  a  strong  appearance  of  probable 
success. 

While  Duke  Charles  mused  over  the  particulars  of  an  enter> 
prise  attractive  and  congenial  to  his  own  disposition,  while  he 
counted  over  the  afi&onts  which  he  had  received  from  his 
brother-in-law,  Edward  IV.,  the  present  opportunity  for  taking 
a  signal  revenge^  and  the  rich  aoquisitaon  which  he  hoped  to 
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make  in  Piovenoe  by  the  eeseion  in  his  faToor  of  BenAof  Anjoa 
and  his  daughter,  Uie  Wngliwhinan  ftdled  not  to  press  on  his 
consideration  the  urgent  necessity  of  soflforing  no  time  to  escape. 

*The  aoccHnplishment  of  this  scheme,' he  said,  ^demands  die 
utmost  promptitiide.  To  have  a  chance  of  soccessi  I  most  be 
in  England,  with  your  Grace's  auxiliaiy  forces^  before  Edward  of 
York  dan  return  from  France  with  his  army.' 

'And  haying  come  hither,'  said  the  i>uke,  *our  worthy 
brotherwill  be  in  no  hurry  to  return  again.  He  will  meet  with 
black-eyed  French  women  and  rubr-oolouied  Frendi  wine,  and 
brother  Blackburn  is  no  man  to  leaTC  such  commodities  in  a 
hurry.' 

'My  Lord  Duke,  I  will  speak  truth  of  my  enemy.  Edward 
is  indigent  and  luxurious  when  things  are  easy  around  him,  but 
let  him  fed  the  spur  of  necessity,  and  he  becomes  as  eager  as  a 
pampered  steed.  Louis^  too,  who  seldom  fails  in  finding  means 
to  accomplish  his  ends,  is  bent  upon  determining  the  English 
king  to  reoross  the  sea ;  therefore,  speed,  noUe  prince—crpeed 
is  the  floul  of  your  enteiprise.' 

'Speed I'  said  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  'Why,  I  will  go 
with  you  and  see  the  embazkatimi  myself;  and  tried,  a|^royed 
soldiers  you  shaU  haye^  such  as  are  nowhere  to  be  fouiul  saye 
in  Artois  and  Hainault.' 

'But  pardon  jet,  noble  Duke,  the  impatience  of  a  drowning 
wretch  utvently  pressing  for  assistance.  When  shall  we  to  the 
coast  of  lunders  to  order  this  important  measure!' 

'  Why,  in  a  fortnight,  or  peronance  a  week,  or,  in  a  word, 
so  soon  as  I  shall  haye  chastised  to  purpose  a  certain  gang  of 
thieyes  and  robbers  who,  as  the  scum  of  the  caldran  will 
always  be  uppermost,  haye  got  up  into  the  fastnesses  of  the 
Alps,  and  from  thence  annoy  our  frontiers  by  contraband  traffic^ 
pillage,  and  robbeiy.' 

'Tour  Highness  means  the  Swiss  confederates!' 

'  Ay,  the  peasant  churls  giye  themselyes  such  a  name.  They 
are  a  sort  of  manumitted  slayes  of  Austria,  and,  like  a  ban-dog 
whose  chain  is  broken,  they  ayail  themselyes  of  their  liberty 
to  annoy  and  rend  whateyer  comes  in  their  way.' 

'I  trayelled  through  their  country  from  Italy,'  Said  the 
exiled  earl,  ' and  I  heard  it  was  thepurpose of  the  cantons  to 
send  enyoys  to  solicit  peace  of  your  Highness.' 

'Peace!'  exclaimed  Charles.  'A  proper  sort  of  peaceful 
proceedings  those  of  their  embassy  haye  been !  Ayailinff  them- 
selyes -of  a  mutiny  of  the  buighers  of  La  Ferette,  tibe  first 
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gurisoa  town  whioh  they  entered,  they  etotmed  the  walhi 
aeiied  on  Aiohibeld  de  Hagenbaoh,  who  oommanded  the  |^iu)e 
on  my  part^  and  put  him  to  deadi  in  the  market-place.  Such 
an  insult  must  bid  punished,  Sir  John  de  Vere ;  and  if  you  do 
not  see  me  ID  the  storm  of  passion  whioh  it  well  desenresy  it  is 
because  I  have  aheady  given  orders  to  hang  up  the  base  runar 
gates  who  call  themselTes  ambassadors.' 

*  For  God's  sake,  noble  Duke,'  said  the  Fjiglishnwn,  throwing 
himself  at  Charles's  feet,  'for  your  own  ohaiacter,  for  the  sake 
of  the  peace  of  Christendom,  revoke  suoh  an  order  if  it  is  reaUy 
given!' 

<What  means  this  passiont'  said  Duke  Qharles.  <What 
are  these  men's  lives  to  thee,  excepting  that  the  consequences 
of  a  war  may  delay  your  expedition  for  a  few  dayst' 

'May  render  it  altogether  abortive^'  said  the  Earl;  'nay, 
muti  needs  do  so.  Hear  me,  Lord  Duke.  I  was  with  these 
men  on  a  part  of  their  journey.' 

'Tout'  said  the  Dnke — 'vou  a  companion  of  the  paltn^ 
SwiBS  peasantst  Misfortune  has  sunk  tbe  pride  of  Englim 
nobility  to  a  low  ebb^  when  you  selected  such  associates.' 

'  I  was  thrown  amongst  them  by  acddent,'  said  the  EsrL 
'Some  of  them  are  of  noble  Uood,  and  aze^  besides,  men  for 
whose  peaceable  intentions  I  ventured  to  oonstituto  myself 
their  warrant.' 

'On  my  honour,  my  Lord  of  Oxford,  you  graced  them 
highlv,  and  me  no  less^  in  interfering  between  the  Swiss  and 
mysw  1  Allow  me  to  say  that  I  c^idescend  when,  in  defer- 
ence to  past  friendship,  I  permit  you  to  speak  to  me  of  your 
own  English  affidrs.  Methinks  you  might  well  spare  me  your 
opinion  won  topics  with  which  you  have  no  natural  concern.' 

'My  Lard  of  Burgundy,'  replied  Oxford,  'I  followed  your 
banner  to  Paris,  and  had  the  good  luck  to  rescue  you  in  the 
fight  at  Mont  L'H^,  when  you  were  beset  by  the  French 
men«t^arms ' 

'We  have  not  foigot  iy  said  Duke  Charles;  'and  it  is  a 
sign  that  we  keep  the  action  in  remembrance,  that  you  have 
been  suffered  to  stand  before  us  so  long,  pleading  the  cause  of 
a  set  of  rascals  whom  we  are  required  tosparefrom  the  gallows 
that  groans  for  them  because,  forsooth,  they  have  bMu  the 
fellow-travellers  of  the  Eari  of  Oxiord ! ' 

'Not  so^  my  lord.  I  adk  their  lives  only  because  they  are 
upon  a  peaceful  errand,  and  the  leaders  amongst  them  at  least 
have  no  accession  to  the  crime  of  which  you  complain.' 
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The  I>uke  tmvened  the  apaxtment  with  imequal  steps  in 
muoh  agitation,  his  laige  e jebrowB  dxawn  down  orer  his  eyes, 
his  hands  denched,  and  his  teeth  set,  until  at  length  he  seemed 
to  take  a  resolution.  He  rung  a  handbell  ot  sQyer,  which 
stood  upon  his  table. 

'Here,  Gontay,'  he  said  to  the  gentleman  of  his  diiamber 
who  entered,  'are  these  mountain  fe9jows  yet  execatedt' 

'No,  may  it  please  your  Highness;  but  the  executioner 
waits  them  so  soon  as  the  priest  hath  confessed  them.' 

' Let  them  live,'  said  the  Duke.  'We  will  hear  to-morrow 
in  what  manner  they  propose  to  justify  their  prooeediogs 
towards  us.' 

Gontay  bowed  and  left  the  apartment ;  then  turning  to  the 
Englishznan,  the  Duke  said,  with  an  indesoribable  mixture  of 
haughtiness  with  familiarity,  and  even  kindness,  but  having 
his  brows  cleared  and  his  looks  composed — ^' We  are  now  dear 
of  obligation,  my  Lord  of  Oxford :  you  have  obtained  life  for 
life— nay,  to  make  up  some  inequality  which  there  may  be 
betwixt  the  Talue  of  the  commodities  bestowed,  you  have 
obtained  six  lives  for  one.  I  will,  therefore,  pay  no  more 
attention  to  you  should  you  again  upbraid  me  with  the 
stumbling  horse  at  McHit  L'H^,  or  your  own  achieyements 
on  that  occasion.  Most  princes  are  contented  with  privatdy 
hating  such  men  as  have  rendered  them  extraordinary  serrioes. 
I  feel  no  such  disposition — ^I  only  detest  being  reminded  of 
haying  had  occasion  for  them.  Pshaw  t  I  am  hidf-dhoked  with 
the  effort  of  foregoing  my  own  fixed  resolution.  So  ho  1  who 
waits  there  t    Bring  me  to  drink.' 

An  usher  enterod,  bearing  a  large  silver  flagon,  whidi, 
instead  of  wine^  was  filled  with  tisanne^  slightly  flayoured  hj 
aromatio  herbs. 

' I  am  80  hot  and  choleric  by  nature,'  said  the  Duke^  'that 
our  leeches  prohibit  me  from  dnnking  wine.  But  you,  Oxf6rd, 
are  bound  by  no  such  regimen.  Get  thee  to  thy  countryman, 
Cohrin,  the  general  of  our  artillery.  We  commend  thee  to  his 
custody  and  hospitality  till  to-morrow,  which  must  be  a  busy 
day,  since  I  expect  to  receiye  the  answer  of  these  wiseacres  of 
the  Dijon  assembly  of  estates;  and  have  also  to  hear — ^thanks 
to  your  lordship's  interference— these  miserable  Swiss  envoys,  as 
they  caR  themsdves.  Wdl,  no  more  on't.  Good^iight.  Tou 
may  communicate  freely  with  Gdvio,  who  is,  like  yoursdf, 
an  old  Lancastrian.  But  harkye^  not  a  word  respecting 
Provence— >not  even  in  your  deep.     Contay,  conduct  this 


ANNTL  OF  GEIEB8TEIN  S87 

English  gentleman  to  GoItui'b  tent    He  knows  my  pleasure 
req>ecting  him.' 

*  So  please  your  Grace,'  answered  Gontay,  *  I  left  the  English 
gentleman's  son  with  Monsieur  de  Ck)lTin.' 

'What!  thine  own  son,  Oxford t  And  with  thee  here! 
Why  did  you  not  tell  me  of  himi  Is  he  a  true  sdon  of  the 
ancient  tree?' 

'  It  is  my  pride  to  believe  so^  my  lord.  He  has  been  the 
faithful  companion  of  all  my  dangers  and  wanderings.' 

*  Happy  man ! '  said  the  Duke,  with  a  sigh.  'Tou,  Oxford, 
have  a  son  to  share  your  poverty  and  distress ;  I  have  none  to 
be  partner  and  successor  to  my  greatness.' 

'Ton  have  a  daughter,  my  lord,'  said  the  noble  De  Yere, 
'and  it  is  to  be  hoped  she  will  one  day  wed  some  powerful 
prince^  who  may  be  tne  stay  of  your  Highness's  house.' 

'Never!  By  St.  Ctoofge — never!'  answered  Hie  DukCi 
shaiply  and  shortly.  'I  will  have  no  son-in-law,  who  mav 
make  the  daughter's  bed  a  stepping-stone  to  reach  the  father^ 
crown.  Oxford,  I  have  spoken  more  freely  than  I  am  wont» 
perhaps  more  fredy  than  I  ought;  but  I  hold  some  men  trust- 
worthy, and  believe  vou,  Sir  John  de  Yere,  to  be  one  of  them.* 

The  English  nobleman  bowed,  and  was  about  to  leave  his 
presence^  but  the  Duke  presently  recalled  him. 

'  There  is  one  thing  more^  Oxford.  The  cession  of  Provence 
is  not  quite  enough.  Ben6  and  Margaret  must  disavow  this 
hot-brained  Feixand  de  Yaudemont^  who  is  making  some  foolish 
stir  in  Lomine^  in  right  of  his  mother  ToLinde.' 

'My  lord,'  said  Oxford,  'Ferrand  is  the  grandson  of  King 
Bend,  the  nephew  of  Queen  Margaret;  but  yet ' 

'But  yet,  by  St.  Qeoige,  his  rights^  as  he  calls  them,  on 
Lorraine  must  positively  be  disowned.  Tou  talk  of  dieir 
family  feelings,  while  you  are  urging  me  to  make  war  en  my 
own  brother-in-law ! ' 

'Bend's  best  apology  for  deserting  his  grandson,'  answered 
Oxford,  '  will  be  his  total  inability  to  support  and  assist  him. 
I  will  commimioate  your  Grace's  condition,  though  it  is  a  hard 
one.' 

So  saying,  he  left  the  pavilion. 
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I  humbly  thank  TOur  HtcfanflM, 
And  am  right  ffiad  to  oatoh  thia  good  oooaalon 
Moat  thoroughly  to  ba  winnow'dt  whan  mj  ahaff 
And  com  ahall  fly  aannder. 

JRng  Senry  VIIL 

GoLTiNy  the  Engliih  officer,  to  whom  the  Duke  of  Bingandy, 
with  sfdendid  pay  and  appointments,  committed  the  ohaige  of 
his  artillery,  was  owner  of  tiie  tent  assigned  for  the  Englishman's 
lodging,  and  received  the  Earl  of  Ozfonl  with  the  respect  due  to 
his  rank,  and  to  the  Duke's  especial  orders  upon  that  subject 
He  had  been  himself  a  follower  of  the  Lancaster  faction,  and, 
of  course,  was  well  disposed  towards  one  of  the  very  few  men  of 
distinction  whom  he  had  known  personally,  and  who  had  coa- 
stantly  adhered  to  that  family  through  the  train  of  misfortunes 
by  which  they  seemed  to  be  totally  overwhelmed.  A  repast^  of 
which  his  son  had  ahready  partaken,  was  offiared  to  the  Earl  by 
Colvin,  who  omitted  not  to  recommend,  by  precept  and  example^ 
the  good  wine  of  Buxgundy,  ftom  which  the  sovereign  of  the 
province  was  himself  obliged  to  refrsin* 

'  His  Grace  shows  command  of  passion  in  that»'  said  Gdlvin. 
'  For,  sooth  to  speak,  and  only  conversing  betwixt  friends,  his 
temper  grows  too  headlong  to  bear  the  spur  which  a  cup  of 
cordial  beverage  gives  to  the  Uood,  and  he^  therefore,  wisely 
restricts  himself  to  such  liquid  as  may  cod  rather  than  inflame 
his  natural  fire  of  disposition.' 

'I  can  perceive  as  much,'  said  the  Lancastrian  noble.  'When 
I  first  knew  the  noble  Duke,  who  was  then  Earl  of  CharoUi% 
his  temper,  though  always  sufficiently  fiery,  was  calmness  to 
the  impetuosity  which  he  now  displays  on  the  smallest  contra- 
diction. Such  is  the  course  of  an  uninterrupted  flow  of  prosr 
perity.  He  has  ascended,  by  his  own  courage  and  the  advantage 
of  circumstances,  from  the  doubtful  place  of  a  feudatory  and 
tributary  prince  to  rank  with  the  most  powerful  sovereigns  in 
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Europe^  and  to  aasonie  iiidepeDdeiit  maj«0ty.  Bat  I  tnuit  the 
noUe  starts  of  generosity  whioh  atoned  for  his  wilful  and  way- 
ward temper  are  not  more  few  than  fonnezly  f 

'  I  have  good  right  to  say  that  they  are  not»'  replied  the 
soldier  of  fortune^  who  understood  generosity  in  the  restricted 
smse  of  liherali^.  'The  Duke  is  a  noble  and  open-handed 
master.' 

*  I  trust  his  bounty  is  conferred  on  men  who  are  as  f^thful 
and  steady  in  their  senrice  as  you»  Colvin,  have  ever  been.  But 
I  see  a  change  in  your  army.  I  know  the  banners  of  most  of 
the  old  houses  in  Burgundy — ^how  is  it  that  I  observe  so  few 
of  them  in  the  Duke's  campi  I  see  flags,  and  pennons,  and 
pennonceUes;  biit  even  to  me,  who  have  been  so  many  years 
acquainted  with  the  nobility  both  of  France  and  Flanders,  their 
bearings  are  unknown.' 

'My  noble  Lord  of  Oxford,'  answered  the  officer,  'it  ill  be^ 
comes  a  man  who  lives  on  the  Duke's  pay  to  censure  his  con- 
duet;  but  his  Highness  hath  of  late  trusted  too  much,  as  it 
seems  to  me^  to  the  hired  arms  of  foreign  levies,  and  too  little 
to  his  own  native  subjects  and  retainers.  He  holds  it  better 
to  take  into  his  pay  large  bands  of  German  and  Italian  mer- 
cenary soldiers  than  to  repose  confidence  in  the  knights  and 
squires  who  are  bound  to  him  by  allegiance  and  feudal  faith. 
He  uses  the  aid  of  his  own  subjects  but  as  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing him  sums  of  money,  which  he  bestows  on  his  hired  troops. 
The  Germans  are  honest  knaves  enough  while  regnlariy  paid; 
but  Heaven  preserve  me  from  the  Diiice's  Italian  baiMLs,  and 
that  Gampo-basso,  their  leader,  who  waits  but  the  highest  price 
to  sell  his  Highness  like  a  sheep  for  the  shambles !' 

'Think  you  so  ill  of  himf  demanded  the  EkrL 

'So  very  ill  indeed,  that,  I  believe,'  replied  Gdlvin,  'there  is 
no  sort  of  treachery  which  the  heart  can  devise  or  the  arm 
perpetrate  that  hath  not  ready  reoeption  in  his  breast  and 
prompt  execution  at  his  hand.  It  is  painful,  my  lord,  for  an 
honest  Finglishman  like  me  to  serve  in  an  army  where  such 
tndtors  have  command.  But  what  can  I  do,  unless  I  could  once 
more  find  me  a  soldier's  occupation  in.  my  native  country!  I 
often  hope  it  will  please  merdlul  Heaven  again  to  awaken  those 
brave  civil  wars  in  my  own  dear  England,  where  all  was  lair 
fightings  and  treason  was  unheard  of.' 

Lord  Oxford  gave  his  host  to  understand  that  there  was  a 
possibility  that  hk  pious  wish  of  living  and  dying  in  his  own 
country,  and  in  the  practice  <tf  his  profession,  was  not  to  be 
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of.  Meaatiine  he  reqneBted  of  him,  that  eazfy  on 
the  next  morning  he  would  prooore  him  a  pais  «nd  an  eaoovt 
for  hiB  son,  whom  he  was  compelled  to  despatch  forthwith  to 
Nancy  [Aizl  the  residence  of  King  Ren^ 

*  Whatl^saidCoMn,  'is  mjyomig  Loid  of  Oxford  totake 
a  degree  in  the  Court  of  Lore,  for  no  other  bonness  is  Usteoed 
to  at  King  Bend's  capital  save  love  and  poetryt' 

*  I  am  not  ambitions  of  each  distinction  for  him,  mj  good 
host,' answered  Oxford;  'but  Queen  Margaret  is  with  her  father, 
and  it  is  but  fitting  that  the  youth  ebonld  kiss  her  hand.' 

'Enough  spoken,'  said  the  Teteran  Lancastrian.  '  I  trust, 
though  winter  is  fast  approadiing,  the  Bed  Bose  may  Moom  in 
spring.' 

He  then  ushered  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  the  partition  of  the 
tent  which  he  was  to  occupy,  in  which  there  was  a  couch  for 
Arthur  also,  their  host,  as  Oolvin  might  be  termed,  assuring 
tiiem  that,  with  peep  of  day,  horses  and  faithful  attendants 
should  be  ready  to  speed  the  youth  on  his  journey  to  Nancy  [Aix]. 

'And  now,  Arthur,'  said  his  father,  'we  must  part  once 
more.  I  dare  give  thee,  in  this  land  of  danger,  no  written 
communication  to  my  mistress,  Queen  Margaret;  but  say  to 
her,  that  I  haye  found  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  wedded  to  his 
own  yiews  of  interest^  but  not  ayerse  to  combine  them  with 
hers.  Say,  that  I  haye  little  doubt  tiiat  he  will  giant  us  the 
required  aid,  but  not  without  the  expected  resignation  in  his 
f ayour  by  herself  and  King  Ben^  Say,  I  would  neyer  haye 
recommended  such  a  sacrifice  for  the  precarious  chance  of  oyei^ 
throwing  the  house  of  York,  but  that  I  am  satisfied  that  France 
and  Burgundy  are  hanging  like  yultures  oyer  Proyence,  and 
that  the  one  or  other,  or  both  princes,  are  ready,  on  her  father's 
demise,  to  pounce  on  such  possessions  as  they  haye  reluctantiy 
spared  to  him  during  his  life.  An  accommodation  witii  Bur- 
gundy may,  thersfcMw^  on  the  one  hand,  ensure  his  aotiye  oo> 
operation  in  the  attempt  on  England ;  and,  on  the  other,  if  our 
high-spirited  princess  complies  not  with  the  Duke's  request, 
the  justice  of  her  cause  will  giye  no  additional  security  to 
her  hereditaiy  daima  on  her  ftither's  dominions.  Bid  Queen 
Margaret,  therefore,  unless  she  should  haye  dianged  her 
yiews,  obtain  King  Bend's  formal  deed  of  cession,  oonyeying 
his  estates  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  with  her  Majesty's  con- 
sent. Thenecessaiyproyinottsto  the  King  and  to  herself  may 
be  filled  up  at  her  Grace's  pleasure,  or  tiiey  may  be  left 
blank.     I  can  trust  to  the  Duke's  generosity  to  their  being 
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suitably  anaaged.  AH  that  I  fear  i%  that  Charles  may  embroQ 
himself ' 

*  In  some  silly  eiploit^  necesBaty  for  his  own  honour  and  the 
safety  of  his  dominions,'  answered  a  yoioe  behind  the  lining  of 
the  tent,  *and,  by  doing  so^  attend  to  his  own  a£Bur8  more 
than  to  ours — ^ha,  sir  earl  f 

At  the  flame  time  the  curtain  was  drawn  aside,  and  a  person 
entered,  in  whom,  though  dothed  with  the  jerkin  and  bonnet 
of  a  priyate  soldier  of  the  Walloon  guard,  Oxford  instantly 
recognised  the  Duke  of  Buigundy's  hareh  features  and  fierce 
eyes,  as  they  sparkled  from  nnder  the  fur  and  feather  with 
which  the  cap  was  ornamented. 

Arthur,  who  knew  not  the  Prince's  person,  started  at  the 
intrusion,  and  laid  his  hand  on  his  dagger;  but  his  father 
made  a  signal  which  staid  his  hand,  and  he  gued  with  wonder 
on  the  solemn  respect  with  which  the  Earl  received  the  in- 
trusive soldier.    The  first  word  informed  him  of  the  cause. 

<  If  this  masking  be  done  in  proof  of  my  ftdth,  noble  Duke^ 
permit  me  to  say  it  is  superfluous.' 

'Nay,  Oxford,'  answei^  the  Duke^  'I  was  a  courteous  spy; 
for  I  ceased  to  play  the  eavesdropper  at  the  very  moment 
when  I  had  reason  to  expect  you  were  about  to  say  something 
to  anger  me.' 

'As  I  am  a  true  knight,  my  Lord  Duke,  if  yon  had  remained 
behind  the  arras,  you  would  only  have  heard  the  same  truths 
which  I  am  ready  to  tell  in  your  Qraoe's  presence,  though 
it  may  have  chanced  they  might  have  been  more  bluntiy 
exprened.' 

'Well,  speak  them,  then,  in  whatever  phrase  thou  wilt: 
they  lie  in  their  throats  that  say  Charles  of  Burgundy  was 
ever  ofiended  by  advice  from  a  well-meaning  friend.' 

'  I  would  then  have  said,'  replied  the  English  earl,  '  that  all 
which  Margaret  of  Anjou  had  to  apprehend  was  that  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  when  buckling  on  his  armour  to  win  Provence 
for  himself,  and  to  afford  to  her  his  powerful  assistance  to 
assert  her  rights  in  England,  was  likely  to  be  withdrawn  from 
such  high  objects  by  an  imprudently  eager  desire  to  avenge 
himself  of  imaginary  aflhmts  offered  to  him,  as  he  supposed, 
by  certain  confederacies  of  Alpine  mountaineers,  over  wh<»n  it 
is  impossible  to  gain  any  important  advantage  or  acquire 
reputation,  while^  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a  risk  of  losing 
both.  These  men  dwell  amongst  rocks  and  deserts  which  are 
almost  inaccessible,  and  subsist  in  a  manner  so  rude,  that  the 
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poorest  of  your  sabjeota  yrovid  stanre  if  sabjeoted  to  suoh  diat 
They  are  formed  by  nature  to  be  the  gairiaon  of  the  mountain 
fortresses  in  whioh  she  has  placed  them;  for  Heaven's  sake 
meddle  not  with  them,  but  follow  forth  your  own  nobler  and 
more  important  objeotia,  without  stining  a  nest  of  hornets^ 
which,  once  in  motion,  may  sting  you  into  madness.' 

The  Duke  had  promised  patience^  and  endeavoured  to  keep 
his  word ;  but  the  swohi  muades  of  his  U^oe^  and  his  flashing 
eyes,  showed  how  painful  to  him  it  was  to  suppress  his  resentr 
ment 

'Tou  are  misinformed,  my  lord,'  he  said:  Hhese  men  are 
not  the  inoffensive  herdsmen  and  peasants  you  are  pleased  to 
suppose  theuL  If  they  were,  I  might  afford  to  despise  theuL 
But»  flushed  with  some  victories  over  the  sluggish  Austrians, 
they  have  shaken  off  all  reverence  for  authority,  assume  airs  of 
independence,  form  leagues,  make  inroads,  storm  towns,  doom 
and  execute  men  of  noble  birth  at  their  pleasure.  Thou  art 
duU,  and  look'st  as  if  thou  dost  not  apprehend  me.  To  rouse 
thy  English  blood,  and  make  thee  sympathise  with  my  feelings 
to  these  mountaineers,  know  that  these  Swiss  are  very  Scots  to 
my  dominions  in  their  neighbourhood — ^poor,  proud,  ferocious; 
esyuly  offended,  because  they  gain  by  war ;  ill  to  be  appeased^ 
because  they  nourish  deep  revenge;  ever  ready  to  seise  the 
moment  of  advantage,  and  attack  a  neighbour  when  he  is 
engaged  in  other  aflaurs.  The  same  unquieti  perfidious,  and 
inveterate  enemies  that  the  Scots  are  to  England  axe  the 
Swiss  to  Burgundy  and^  to  my  allies.  What  say  yout  Gan  I 
undertake  anytoing  of  consequence  till  I  have  crushed  the 
pride  of  suoh  a  people  I  It  will  be  but  a  few  days'  work.  I 
will  grasp  the  mountain  hedgehog,  prickles  and  all,  with  my 
steel-gauntlet.' 

'  Your  Grace  will  then  have  shorter  work  with  them,'  replied 
the  disguised  nobleman,  'than  our  English  kings  have  had 
with  Scotland.  The  wars  there  have  lasted  so  long^  and  proved 
so  bloody,  that  wise  men  regret  we  ever  began  them.' 

'Nay,'  said  the  Duke,  'I  will  not  dishonour  the  Scots  by 
comparing  them  in  all  respects  to  these  mountain  churls  of  the 
cantons.  The  Scots  have  blood  and  gentry  among  them,  and 
we  have  seen  many  examples  of  both ;  these  Swiss  are  a  mere 
brood  of  peasants,  and  the  few  gentiemen  of  birth  they  can 
boast  must  hide  their  distinction  in  the  dress  and  mannera  of 
clowns.  They  will,  I  think,  scarce  stand  against  a  chaige  of 
Hainauhers.' 
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'Not  if  the  Hunaulten find  gixnind  to  ride  apon.    But- 


'  Nay,  to  silence  your  Bomplesy'  said  the  Duke,  interrupting 
him,  'Imow,  that  these  people  enooumge,  by  their  countenance 
and  aid,  the  formation  of  the  most  dangerous  conspiracies  in 
my  dominions.  Look  here — I  told  you  that  my  officer,  Sir 
Arbhibakl  de  Hagenbaoh,  was  murdered  when  the  town  of 
Brisaoh  was  treacherously  taken  by  these  harmless  Switeers  of 
yours.  And  here  is  a  scroll  of  parchment  which  announces 
that  my  servant  was  murdered  by  doom  of  the  Yehmegerioht, 
a  band  of  secret  assasBinfl,  whom  I  will  not  permit  to  meet  in 
any  part  of  my  dominions.  0,  could  I  but  catch  them  above 
ground  as  they  are  found  lurking  below,  they  should  know 
what  the  life  of  a  nobleman  is  worth  1  Tlien,  look  at  the  in- 
solence of  their  attestation.' 

The  scroll  bore,  with  the  day  and  date  adjected,  that  judg- 
ment had  been  done  on  Archibald  de  Hagenbach,  for  tyranny, 
violence,  and  oppression,  by  order  of  the  Holy  Vehme,  and  that 
it  was  executed  by  their  officials,  who  were  responsible  for  the 
same  to  their  tribunal  alone.  It  was  countersigned  in  red  ink, 
with  the  badges  of  the  Secret  Society,  a  coil  of  ropes  and  a 
drawn  dagger. 

'This  document  I  found  stuck  to  my  toilette  with  a  knife,' 

'  the  Duke— 'another  trick  by  whidi  they  give  mystery  to 

The  thought  of  what  he  had  undergone  in  John  Mengs's 
house,  and  r^ections  upon  the  extent  and  omnipresence  of  these 
secret  associations,  struck  even  the  biave  Englishman  with  an 
involuntary  shudder. 

'For  the  sake  of  every  saint  in  Heaven,'  he  said,  'forbear, 
my  lord,  to  speak  of  these  tremendous  societies,  whose  creatures 
are  above,  beneath,  and  around  us.  No  man  is  secure  of  his 
life,  howerer  guarded,  if  it  be  sought  by  a  man  who  is  careless 
of  his  own.  Tou  are  surrounded  by  Germans,  Italians,  and 
other  strangers.  How  many  amongst  these  may  be  bound  by 
the  secret  ties  which  withdraw  men  from  overy  other  social  bond, 
to  unite  them  together  in  one  inextricable,  diough  secret^  com- 
pact! Beware,  noble  Prince^  of  the  situation  on  which  your 
throne  is  placed,  thoc^h  it  still  exhibits  all  the  splendour  of 
power  and  all  liie  solidity  of  foundation  that  belong  to  so 
august  a  structure.  I — the  friend  of  thy  house — were  it  with 
my  dying  breath,  must  needs  tell  thee  that  tiie  Swiss  hang 
like  an  avalanche  over  thy  head,  and  the  secret  associations 
work  beneath  thee  like  the  first  throes  of  the  coming  earthquake. 
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Provoke  not  the  oontest^  and  the  snow  will  rest  undifltorbed  on 
the  iiioimtainHBide»  the  agitation  of  the  Bubtezranean  T^Krara 
viU  be  hushed  to  rest;  but  a  single  vord  of  defianoe  or  one 
flash  of  indignant  scorn  may  call  their  terrors  into  instant  action/ 

^Tou  speeAit*  said  the  Duke,  'with  more  awe  of  a  pack  of 
naked  churls  and  a  band  of  midnight  sswHiwinH  than  I  have 
seen  you  show  for  real  danger.  Tet  I  will  not  scorn  your 
counsel :  I  will  hear  the  Swiss  envoys  patiently,  and  I  will  not^ 
if  I  can  help  it^  show  the  contempt  with  which  I  cannot  but  re- 
gard their  pretensions  to  treat  as  independent  states.  On  the 
Secret  Associations  I  will  be  sOent»  till  time  gives  me  the  means 
of  acting  in  combination  with  the  Eknperor,  the  Diet^  and  the 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  that  they  may  be  driven  from  all  their 
burrows  at  once.     Ha,  sir  earl,  said  I  wellt' 

'  It  is  well  thought,  my  lord,  but  it  may  be  unhappily  spoken. 
Tou  are  in  a  position  where  one  word  ovezfaeard  by  a  traitor 
might  produce  death  and  ruin.' 

'I  keep  no  traitora  about  me,'  said  Charles.  'If  I  thought 
there  were  such  in  my  camp,  I  would  rather  die  by  them  at 
once  than  live  in  perpetual  terror  and  suepicion.' 

'Tour  Highness's  ancient  followers  and  servants,'  said  the 
Earl,  'apeak  unfavourably  of  the  Count  of  Campo-basso^  who 
holds  so  high  a  rank  in  your  confidence.' 

'Ay,'  replied  the  Duke,  with  composure^  'it  is  easy  to  deoiy 
the  most  faithful  servant  in  a  court  by  the  unanimous  hatred 
of  all  the  others.  I  warrant  me  your  bull^ieaded  countryman, 
Colvin,  has  been  railing  against  the  Count  like  the  rest  of  them; 
for  Campo-basso  sees  nothing  amiss  in  any  department  but  he 
reports  it  to  me  without  fear  or  favour.  And  then  his  opinions 
are  cast  so  much  in  the  same  mould  with  my  own,  that  I  can 
hardly  get  him  to  enlarge  upon  what  he  best  understands,  if  it 
seems  in  any  respect  different  from  my  sentiments.  Add  to 
this,  a  noble  person,  grace,  gaiety,  skill  in  the  exercises  of  war 
and  in  the  courtly  arts  of  peace — such  is  Campo-baaao;  and 
being  such,  is  he  not  a  gem  for  a  prince's  cabinet!' 

'The  very  materials  out  of  which  a  favourite  is  formed,' 
answered  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  'but  something  less  adapted  for 
making  a  faithful  counsellor.' 

'Why,  thou  mistrustful  fool,'  said  the  Duke,  'must  I  tell 
thee  the  very  inmost  secret  req)ecting  this  man,  Campo-bssso, 
and  win  nothing  short  of  it  stay  these  imaginary  suspicions 
which  thy  new  ^ade  of  an  itinerant  merchant  bath  led  thee  to 
entertain  so  rashly  9 ' 
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*  If  your  Hi^^uieflB  hoooun  me  with  your  oonfidenoei'  said 
the  Earl  of  Ozfordi  '  I  can  only  aay  that  my  fidelity  shaU  de? 
wexre  it.' 

*  Know  then,  thou  misbeUeving  mortal,  that  my  good  friend 
and  brother,  Louie  of  France^  sent  me  private  infoimation 
through  no  lees  a  person  than  his  famous  barber,  CMiyer  le 
Diable,  that  Campo-basso  had  for  a  certain  sum  ofRnred  to  put 
my  person  into  his  hands,  alive  or  dead.    Tou  start  ? ' 

*  I  do  indeed,  reoolleoting  your  Highness's  praotioe  of  riding 
out  lightly  armed,  and  with  a  very  small  attendance^  to  recon- 
noitre the  ground  and  visit  the  outposts,  and  therafore  how 
easUy  such  a  treacherous  device  might  be  carried  into  execution.' 

'  Pshaw ! '  answered  the  Duke.  '  Thou  seest  the  danger  as  if 
it  were  real,  whereas  nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that,  if 
my  cousin  of  France  had  ever  received  such  an  ofifor,  he  would 
have  been  the  last  person  to  haye  put  me  on  my  guard  against 
the  attempt.  No,  he  knows  the  value  I  set  on  Gampo-basso's 
services,  and  foiged  the  accusation  to  deprive  me  of  them.' 

'And  jety  my  lord,'  replied  the  English  earl,  'your  High- 
ness, by  my  counsel,  will  not  unnecessarily  or  impatiently  fling 
aside  your  armour  o^  proof,  or  ride  without  the  escort  of  some 
score  of  vour  trusty  Walloons.' 

'Tush,  man,  thou  wouldst  make  a  carbonado  of  a  fever- 
stirred  wretch  like  myself  betwixt  the  bright  iron  and  the  burn- 
ing sun.  But  I  will  be  cautious  though  I  jest  thus ;  and  you, 
young  man,  may  assure  my  cousin,  Maigaret  of  Anjou,  that  I 
will  consider  her  affairs  as  my  own.  And  remember,  youth, 
that  the  secrets  of  princes  are  fatal  gifts,  if  he  to  whom  they 
are  imparted  blase  them  abroad ;  but  if  duly  treasured  up,  they 
enrich  the  bearer.  And  thou  shalt  have  cause  to  say  so  if  thou 
canst  bring  back  with  thee  from  Aix  the  deed  of  resignation  of 
which  thy  father  hath  spoken.     Good-night — good-night ! ' 

He  left  the  apartment. 

'Tou  have  just  seen,'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  his  son,  'a 
sketch  of  this  extraordinary  prince  by  his  own  pencil.  It  is 
easy  to  excite  his  ambition  or  thirst  of  power,  but  wellnigh  im- 
possible to  limit  him  to  the  just  measures  by  which  it  is  most 
likely  to  be  gratified.  He  is  ever  like  the  young  archer,  startled 
from  his  mark  by  some  swallow  crossing  his  eye,  even  careless 
as  he  draws  the  string.  Now  irregularly  and  offensively  sus- 
picious, now  unreservedly  lavish  of  his  confidence ;  not  long 
since  the  enemy  of  the  une  of  Lancaster,  and  the  ally  of  her 
deadly  foe,  now  its  last  and  only  stay  and  hope.    God  mend 
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all !  It  is  a  weaiy  thing  to  look  on  the  game  and  aee  how  it 
might  be  won,  wlule  we  are  debaired  by  the  caprice  of  othera 
from  the  power  of  playing  it  according  to  our  own  skill.  How 
much  must  depend  on  the  dedaion  of  Duke  Ghariea  upon  the 
morrow,  and  how  little  do  I  poaaesa  the  power  of  influencing 
him,  either  for  his  own  safety  or  our  advantage !  Goodnai^t, 
my  son,  and  let  us  trust  eirents  to  Him  who  iJone  can  control 
them.' 


CHAPTEK  XXVn 

My  blood  bath  been  too  oold  and  tempeiate, 
Unapt  to  stir  at  these  IndkmitieB, 
Ana  you  have  fonnd  me ;  nir,  aeooidingly. 
Yon  tread  upon  my  patienoe. 

Thb  dawn  of  morning  roased  the  banished  Earl  of  Oxford  and 
his  son,  and  its  lights  were  soaroe  abroad  on  the  eastern  heaven 
ere  their  hoeti  Golvin,  entered  with  an  attendant^  bearing  some 
bundles,  which  he  placed  on  the  floor  of  the  tent,  and  instantly 
retired.  The  officer  of  the  Duke's  ordnance  then  announced 
that  he  came  with  a  message  from  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

'  His  Highness,'  he  said,  '  has  sent  four  stout  yeomen,  with 
a  commission  of  credence  to  my  young  master  of  Oxford,  and 
an  ample  purse  of  gold,  to  furnish  Us  expenses  to  Aix,  and 
while  his  afihirs  may  detain  him  there;  also  a  letter  of  credence 
to  King  Rend,  to  ensure  his  reception,  and  two  suits  of  honour 
for  his  use,  as  for  an  English  gentleman,  desirous  to  witness 
the  f esttve  solemnities  of  Provence,  and  in  whose  safety  the 
Duke  deigns  to  take  deep  interest  His  farther  affiiirs  uiere^ 
if  he  hatih  any,  his  Highness  recommends  to  him  to  manage 
with  prudence  and  secrecy.  His  Highness  hath  also  sent  a 
couple  of  horses  for  his  use  one  an  ambling  jennet  for  the 
road,  and  another  a  strong  barbed  horse  of  FbuDdem^  in  tese  he 
hath  aught  to  da  It  will  be  fitting  that  my  young  master 
change  his  dress,  and  assume  attire  more  near  his  proper 
rank.  His  attendants  know  the  road,  and  have  power,  in  case 
of  need,  to  summon,  in  the  Duke's  name^  assistance  from  all 
faithful  Buxgundians.  I  have  but  to  add,  the  sooner  the  young 
|;entleman  sets  forward,  it  wHl  be  the  better  sign  of  a  successful 
journey.' 

'  I  am  ready  to  mount  the  instant  that  I  have  dianged  my 
dress,'  said  Arthur. 

'And  I,'  said  his  father,  'have  no  wish  to  detain  him  on  the 
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senrioe  in  which  he  is  now  employed.  Ndther  he  nor  I  will 
eay  more  than  **  Qod  be  with  you."  How  and  where  we  are  to 
meet  again,  who  can  tellt' 

'  I  l^lieve^'  said  Colvin,  '  that  must  rest  on  the  motions  of 
the  Duke,  which,  perchance,  are  not  yet  determined  upon ;  but 
hifl  Highness  depends  upon  your  remaining  with  him,  my  noble 
lord,  till  the  affiiirs  of  which  you  come  to  treat  may  oe  more 
fully  decided.  Something  I  have  for  your  lordship's  private 
ear,  when  your  son  hath  parted  on  his  journey.' 

While  Colvin  was  thus  talking  with  his  father,  Arthur,  who 
was  not  above  half-dressed  when  he  entered  tiie  tent^  had 
availed  himself  of  an  obscure  comer,  in  which  he  exchanged 
the  plain  garb  belonging  to  his  supposed  condition  as  a  mer- 
chant for  such  a  riding-suit  as  became  a  young  man  of  some 
quality  attached  to  the  court  of  Buxgundy.  It  was  not  with- 
out a  natural  sensation  of  pleasure  that  the  youth  resumed  an 
apparel  suitable  to  his  birth,  and  which  no  one  was  personally 
more  fitted  to  become ;  but  it  was  with  much  deeper  feeling  that 
he  hastily,  and  as  secretiy  as  possible,  flung  round  his  neck,  and 
concealed  under  the  coDi^  and  folds  of  his  ornamented  doublet^ 
a  small  thin  chain  of  gold,  curiously  linked  in  what  was  called 
Morisco  work.  This  was  the  contents  of  the  parcel  which  Anne 
of  Geierstein  had  indulged  his  feelings,  and  perhaps  her  own, 
by  putting  into  his  hands  as  th^  parted.  The  diain  was 
secured  by  a  slight  plate  of  gold,  on  which  a  bodkin,  or  a 
point  of  a  knife,  had  traced  on  the  one  side,  in  distinct  though 
tight  characters,  Adibu  fob  svxb  1  while  on  the  reverse  there 
was  much  more  obscurely  traced  the  word  BmngMKimi — ^A. 
▼onG. 

All  who  may  read  this  are,  have  been,  or  vrill  be,  lovers ; 
and  there  is  none^  therefore^  who  may  not  be  able  to  compre- 
hend why  this  token  was  carefully  suspended  around  Arthur's 
neck,  so  that  the  inscription  might  rest  on  the  region  of  his 
hearty  without  the  interruption  of  anv  substance  which  could 
prevent  the  pledge  from  being  agitated  by  eveiy  throb  of  that 
busy  organ. 

This  being  hastily  ensured,  a  few  minutes  completed  the 
rest  of  his  toUette ;  and  he  kneeled  before  his  father  to  ask  his 
and  his  f luiher  commands  for  Aix. 

His  father  blessed  him  almost  inarticulately,  and  then  said, 
with  recovered  firmness,  that  he  was  already  possessed  of  all 
the  knowledge  necessary  for  success  on  his  mission. 

*  When  you  can  bring  me  the  deeds  wanted,'  he  whispered 
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with  mora  fiimnesa^  'you  will  find  me  near  the  penon  ci  the 
Duke  of  Buxgundy/ 

They  went  forth,  of  the  tent  in  BQenoei  and  found  before  it 
the  four  Burgundian  yeomen,  tall  and  aotive-looking  men, 
ready  mounted  themaelvei^  and  holding  two  saddled  horses — 
the  one  aoooutred  lor  war,  the  other  a  spirited  jennet^  for  the 
puipoees  of  the  journey.  One  of  them  led  a  sumpter-horse^  on 
which  CkdTin  informed  Arthur  he  would  find  uie  change  of 
habit  neoessaty  when  he  should  arriye  at  Aix ;  and  at  the  same 
time  delivered  to  him  a  heavy  purse  of  gold. 

'Thiebault^'  he  continued,  pointing  out  the  eldest  of  the 
attendant  troopers,  'may  be  trusted — ^I  will  be  wanant  for  his 
sagacity  and  fidelity.  The  other  three  axe  picked  men,  who 
wiU  not  fear  their  iKin-cutting.' 

Arthur  vaulted  into  the  sMldle  with  a  sensation  of  pleasure 
which  was  natund  to  a  young  cavalier  who  had  not  for  many 
months  felt  a  spirited  horse  beneath  him.  The  lively  jennet 
reared  with  impatience.  Arthur,  sitting  firm  on  his  Beat,  as  if 
he  had  been  a  part  of  the  animal,  only  said,  'Ere  we  are  long 
acquainted,  thy  spirit^  my  fair  roan,  will  be  something  more 
tamed.' 

*  One  word  more,  my  son,'  said  his  father,  and  whispered  in 
Arthur's  ear,  as  he  stooped  from  the  saddle ;  'if  you  receive  a 
letter  from  me^  do  not  think  yourself  fully  acquainted  with  the 
contents  till  the  paper  has  bcMsn  held  opposite  to  a  hot  fire.' 

Arthur  bowec^  and  motioned  to  the  elder  trooper  to  lead 
the  way,  when  all,  giving  rein  to  their  horses,  rode  off  through 
the  enoaminnent  at  a  round  pace,  the  young  leader  signing  an 
adieu  to  hu  father  and  Colvin. 

The  Earl  stood  like  a  man  in  a  dream,  following  his  son 
with  his  eyes,  in  a  kind  of  reverie,  which  was  only  broken 
when  CSolvin  said,  'I  marvel  not|  my  lord,  that  you  are  anxious 
about  my  young  master :  he  is  a  gallant  youth,  well  worth  a 
father's  caring  for,  and  the  times  we  live  in  are  both  folse  and 
bloody.' 

'God  and  St.  Mary  be  my  witness,'  said  the  Earl,  'that  if  I 
grieve,  it  is  not  for  my  own  house  only ;  if  I  am  anxious,  it  is 
not  for  the  sake  of  my  own  son  alone ;  but  it  is  hard  to  xisk  a 
last  stake  in  a  cause  so  perilous.  What  commands  brought 
you  from  the  Duket' 

'His  Grace,'  said  Colvin,  'will  get  on  horseback  after  he  has 
breakfasted.  He  sends  you  some  garments,  which,  if  not  fitting 
your  quality,  are  yet  nearer  to  suitable  apparel  than  those  you 
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now  wear,  and  he  denies  that^  obaerrinR  your  inoognito  as  an 
English  merohant  of  eminenee,  yon  will  join  him  in  his  oaval- 
oade  to  Dijon,  where  he  is  to  reoelTe  the  answer  d  the  Estates 
of  Buigondy  oonoerning  matters  safamitted  to  their  oonsidenk- 
tion,  and  thereafter  give  publio  andienoe  to  the  dqmties  from 
Switserland.  His  Highness  has  ohamd  me  with  the  oare  of 
finding  yon  snitaUe  aooommodation  duzing  the  oeramonies  of 
the  day,  which  he  thinks  yoa  will,  as  a  struifler,  be  pleased  to 
lock  upon.  But  he  probably  told  you  all  uis  himself,  fw  I 
think  you  saw  him  last  night  in  diflgoise.  Nay,  look  as  strange 
as  you  will — ^the  Doke  plays  that  tridk  too  often  to  be  able  to 
do  it  with  seoreoy :  the  Yeiy  horse-boys  know  him  whfle  he 
traverses  the  tents  of  the  common  soldiery,  and  sutler  women 
give  him  the  name  of  the  spied  spy.  If  it  were  only  honest 
Harry  Colvin  who  knew  this,  it  should  not  cross  his  lips.  But 
it  is  practised  too  openly,  and  too  widely  known.  Ckmie,  noble 
lord,  though  I  must  teach  my  tongue  to  forego  that  courtesy, 
will  you  along  to  breakfastt ' 

The  meal,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  time,  was  a 
solenm  and  solid  one;  and  a  favoured  officer  of  the  great  Duke 
of  Burgundy  lacked  no  means,  it  may  be  belieyed,  of  rendering 
due  hospitality  to  a  guest  haying  claims  of  suoh  high  respect 
But,  ere  the  breal^Mt  was  oyer,  a  clamorous  flourish  of 
trumpets  announced  that  the  Duke,  with  his  attendants  and 
retinue,  was  sounding  to  horse.  Philipson,  as  he  was  still 
called,  was,  in  the  name  of  the  Duke,  presented  with  a  stately 
charger,  and  with  his  host  mingled  in  the  splendid  assembly 
whi(£  began  to  gather  in  front  of  the  Duke's  pavilion.  In  a 
few  minutes,  the  Prince  himself  issued  forth,  in  the  superb 
cbess  of  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  of  which  his  fe^er 
Philip  had  been  the  founder,  and  Charles  was  himself  the 
patron  and  sovereign.  Several  of  his  courtiers  were  dressed  in 
the  same  magnificent  robes,  and,  with  their  followers  and 
attendants,  diiq)layed  so  much  wealth  and  splendour  of  appear- 
ance as  to  warrant  the  common  saying,  that  the  Didce  of 
Burgundy  maintained  the  most  magnificent  court  in  Christen- 
dom, llie  officers  of  his  household  attended  in  their  order, 
together  with  heralds  and  pursmvants,  the  grotesque  richness 
of  whose  habits  had  a  singular  effect  among  those  of  the  high 
clergy  in  their  albee  and  dalmatique%  and  ol  the  knights  and 
crown  vassals  who  were  arrayed  in  armour.  Among  these  last, 
who  were  variously  equipped,  according  to  Che  different  char- 
acter of  their  service,  rode  Qxfcml,  but  in  a  peaceful  habit, 
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neither  ao  plain  as  to  be  oat  of  place  amongst  sach  splendonry 
nor  so  rich  as  to  draw  on  him  a  spedal  or  particular  degree  of 
attention.  He  rode  by  the  side  of  Colvin,  his  tall,  museular 
figure  and  deep-marked  features  forming  a  strong  contrast  to 
the  rough,  almost  ignoble,  cast  of  countenance,  and  stout^ 
thickHset  f (mn,  of  the  less  distinguished  soldier  of  fortune. 

Banged  into  a  solemn  procession,  the  rear  of  which  was 
dosed  by  a  guard  of  two  hundred  picked  aiquebusiers,  a 
description  of  soldiers  who  were  just  then  coming  into  notice, 
and  as  many  mounted  mai-«t4unns,  the  Duke  and  his  retinue^ 
leaying  the  barrierB  of  the  camp,  directed  their  march  to  the 
town,  or  rather  city,  of  Dijon,  in  those  days  the  capital  of  all 
Buigundy. 

It  was  a  town  well  secured  with  walls  and  ditches,  which  last 
were  filled  by  means  of  a  small  river,  named  Dousche  [Ouche], 
which  com1]ines  its  waters  for  that  purpose  with  a  torrent 
called  SuEon.  Four  gates,  with  appropriate  barbicans,  out- 
works, and  drawbridges,  conesponaea  nearly  to  the  cardinal 
points  of  the  compass,  and  gave  admission  to  the  dty.  The 
number  of  towers,  which  stood  high  above  its  walls,  and  de- 
fended them  at  different  angles^  was  thirty-three ;  and  the  walls 
themselyeB,  which  exceeded  in  most  places  the  height  of  thirty 
f eet^  were  built  of  stones  hewn  and  squared,  and  were  of  great 
thickness.  This  stately  c&ty  was  surrounded  on  the  outside 
with  hOls  covered  with  yineyards,  while  from  within  its  walls 
rose  the  towers  61  many  noble  buildings,  both  public  and 
private,  as  well  as  the  steeples  of  magnificent  churdies  and  of 
well-endowed  convents,  attesting  the  wealth  and  devotion  of 
the  house  ol  Burgundy. 

When  the  trumpets  ol  the  Duke's  procession  had  summoned 
the  buigher  guard  at  the  gate  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  drawbridge 
fell,  the  portcullis  rose,  the  people  shouted  jovoiidy,  the  windows 
were  hung  with  tapestiy ;  and  as,  in  the  midst  of  his'  retinue^ 
Oharies  himself  came  riding  on  a  milk-white  steed,  attended 
only  by  six  pages  under  fourteen  years  old,  with  each  a  gilded 
partisan  in  hu  hand,  the  acclamations  witii  which  he  was 
received  on  all  sides  showed  that,  if  some  i«g».A«ftfla  of  misrule 
had  diminished  his  popularity,  enough  of  it  remained  to  render 
his  reception  into  his  capital  decorous  at  leasts  if  not  enthusi- 
astic. It  is  probable  that  the  veneration  attached  to  his 
father's  memory  counteracted  for  a  long  time  the  unfavourable 
effect  which  some  of  his  own  actions  were  calculated  to  produce 
on  the  public  mind. 
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The  prooeamon  halted  before  a  laige  Gothio  building  in  the 
centre  of  Dijon.  This  was  then  osJled  Maison  du  Due,  as, 
after  the  union  of  Burgundy  with  France^  it  was  tenned 
Maison  du  Boy.  The  madre  of  Dijon  attended  on  the  steps 
before  this  palaoe,  acoompanied  by  his  official  brethren,  and 
escorted  by  a  hundred  able-bodied  citizens,  in  black  velyet 
cloaks,  bearing  half -pikes  in  their  hands.  The  madre  kneeled 
to  kiss  the  stirrup  of  the  Duke,  and  at  the  moment  when 
Charles  descended  from  his  horse  every  bdl  in  the  city  com- 
menced so  thundering  a  peal,  that  they  might  almost  have 
awakened  the  dead  who  slept  in  the  yicinity  of  the  steeples, 
which  rocked  with  their  clangour.  Under  the  influence  of  this 
stunning  peal  of  welcome,  the  Duke  entered  the  great  hall  of 
the  building,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  were  erected  a  throne 
for  the  sovereign,  seats  for  his  more  distinguished  officers  of 
state  and  higher  vassals,  with  benches  behind  for  persons  of 
less  note.  On  (me  of  these^  but  in  a  spot  from  which  he  might 
possess  a  commanding  view  of  the  whole  assembly,  as  well  as 
of  the  Duke  himself,  Golvin  placed  the  noble  Englishman;  and 
Charles,  whose  quick,  stem  eye  glanced  rapidly  over  the  party 
when  they  were  seated,  seemed,  by  a  nod  so  slight  as  to  be 
almost  imperceptible  to  those  around  him,  to  give  his  appro- 
bation of  the  arrangement  adopted. 

When  the  Duke  and  his  assistants  were  seated  and  in  order, 
the  maire,  again  approaching,  in  the  most  humble  manner,  and 
kneeling  on  the  lowest  step  of  the  ducal  throne^  requested  to 
know  if  his  Highnesses  leisure  permitted  him  to  hear  the 
inhabitants  of  his  capital  express  their  devoted  seal  to  hia 
person,  and  to  accept  the  benevolence  which,  in  the  shape  of  a 
silver  cup  filled  with  gold  pieces,  he  had  the  distinguished 
honour  to  place  before  his  feet,  in  name  of  the  dtizena  and 
community  of  Dijon. 

Charles,  who  at  no  time  affected  much  courtesy,  answered 
briefly  and  bluntly,  with  a  voice  which  was  naturally  harsh  and 
dissonant,  '  All  things  in  their  order,  good  Maater  Ifadre,  Let 
us  first  hear  what  the  Estates  of  Burgundy  have  to  say  to  us; 
we  will  then  listen  to  the  burghers  of  Dijon.' 

The  madre  rose  and  retired,  bearing  in  his  hand  the  silver 
cup,  and  experiencing  probably  some  vexation,  as  well  as  surprise^ 
.that  its  contents  had  not  secured  an  instant  and  gracious 
acceptance. 

'I  expected,'  said  Duke  Charles,  'to  have  met  at  this  hour 
and  place  our  Estates  of  the  duchy  of  Burgundy,  or  a  deputation 
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of  theni,  with  an  answer  to  oar  nififlBageooiiTeyed  to  them  three 
da JB  Binoe  by  our  ohanoellor.  Is  there  no  one  here  on  their 
purtt' 

The  mairef  as  none  else  made  any  attempt  to  answer,  said 
that  the  members  of  the  Estates  had  been  in  dose  deUbeiation 
the  whole  of  that  morning^  and  doubtless  would  instantly  wait 
upon  his  Highness  when  they  heard  that  he  had  honoured  the 
town  with  his  presence. 

'Go,  Toison  d'Or,' said  the  Duke  to  the  herald  of  the  order  of 
the  Golden  fleece,*  'bear  to  these  gentlemen  the  tidings  that  we 
desire  to  know  the  end  of  their  deliberations ;  and  that  neither 
in  courtesy  nor  in  loyally  can  they  expect  us  to  wait  long.  Be 
round  with  them,  sir  hotald,  or  we  shiul  be  as  round  with  you.' 

While  the  hezald  was  absent  <m  his  mission,  we  may  remind 
our  readers  that»  in  all  feudalised  countries  (that  is  to  say,  in 
ahnost  all  Europe  during  the  middle  ages),  an  ardent  nxirit  of 
liberty  pervaded  the  constitution;  and  the  only  fault  that 
could  be  found  was,  that  the  privileges  and  freedom  for  which 
the  great  vassals  contended  did  not  sufficiently  descend  to  the 
lower  orders  of  society,  or  extend  protection  to  those  who  were 
most  likely  to  need  it  The  two  first  ranks  in  the  estate,  the 
nobles  and  deigy,  enjoyed  high  and  important  privileges,  and 
even  the  third  estate,  or  dtisens,  had  this  inununily  in  peculiar, 
that  no  new  duties,  customs,  or  taxes  of  any  kind  could  be 
exacted  from  them  save  by  their  own  consent. 

The  memory  of  Duke  Philip,  the  father  of  Charles,  was  dear 
to  the  Buigundians;  for  during  twenty  years  that  sage  prince 
had  maintained  his  rank  amongst  the  sovereigns  of  Europe 
with  much  dignity,  and  had  accumulated  treasure  without  exact- 
ing or  receiving  any  great  increase  of  supplies  from  the  rich 
countries  which  he  governed.  But  the  extravagant  schemes 
and  immoderate  expense  of  Duke  Charles  had  already  excited 
the  sospidon  of  his  Estates;  and  the  mutual  good-will  betwixt 
the  prince  and  people  began  to  be  exchanged  for  suspidon  and 
distrust  on  the  one  ride  and  defiance  on  the  other.  The  re- 
fractory dispodtion  of  the  Estates  had  of  late  increased,  for 
they  had  disapproved  of  various  wars  in  which  thdr  Duke  had 
needlesdy  embuked ;  and  from  his  levying  such  large  bodies  of 
mercenary  troops,  they  came  to  suspect  he  might  fixuJly  employ 
the  wealtih  voted  to  bun  by  his  subjects  for  the  undue  extendon 
of  his  royal  prerogative,  and  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of 
thepeo[Me. 

*  TlM^hiaroiderofkBfi^kaModJiitlMfteteofBingiiiidy. 
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At  the  same  tiiiiei  the  Dake's  unif(nm  saooees  in  enteipriaeB 
which  appeared  desperate  as  well  as  difficulty  esteem  for  the 
frankness  and  openness  of  his  character,  and  dread  of  the 
ohstinacy  and  headstrong  tendency  ol  a  temper  which  could 
seldom  bear  persuasion,  and  neyer  endured  opposition,  still 
threw  awe  and  terror  around  the  throne,  which  was  materially 
aided  by  the  attachment  of  the  common  people  to  the  person 
of  the  present  duke  and  to  the  memory  of  hu  father.  It  had 
been  understood,  that  upon  the  present  occasion  there  was 
strong  opposition  amongst  the  Estates  to  the  system  of  taxation 
proposed  on  the  part  of  the  Duke,  and  the  issue  was  expected 
with  considerable  anxiety  by  the  Duke's  counsdlorB,  and  with 
fretful  impatience  by  the  soyereign  himself.       v 

After  a  space  of  about  ten  minutes  had  elapsed,  the 
Chancellor  of  Burgundy,  who  was  Arohbishop  of  Yienne,  and 
a  prelate  of  high  rank,  entered  the  hall  wim  his  train;  and 
passing  behind  the  ducal  throne  to  occupy  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  places  in  the  assembly,  he  sto^yped  for  a  moment 
to  urge  his  master  to  receive  the  answer  of  his  Estates  in  a 
piivate  manner,  giving  him  at  the  same  time  to  understand 
that  the  result  of  the  deUberations  had  been  by  no  means 
satisfactory. 

'By  St.  Qeorge  of  Burgundy,  my  Lord  Archbishop,'  answeied 
the  Duke,  sternly  and  aloud,  'we  aro  not  a  prince  of  a  mind  so 
paltry  that  we  need  to  shun  the  moody  looks  of  a  discontented 
and  insolent  faction.  If  the  Estates  of  Burgundy  send  a  dis- 
obedient and  disloyal  answer  to  our  paternal  message^  let 
them  deliver  it  in  open  court,  that  the  assembled  people  may 
learn  how  to  decide  between  their  duke  and  those  petty  yet 
intriguing  spirits  who  would  interfero  with  our  authority.' 

The  chancellor  bowed  gravely  and  took  his  seat;  whOe  the 
English  earl  observed,  tibat  most  of  the  members  of  the 
assembly,  excepting  such  as  in  doing  so  could  not  escape  the 
Duke's  notice,  passed  some  observations  to  their  neighbours, 
which  were  received  with  a  half-expressed  nod,  shrugs  or  shake 
of  the  head,  as  men  treat  a  proposal  upon  whi<di  it  is  dangerous 
to  decide.  At  the  same  time,  Toison  d'Or,  who  acted  as  master 
of  the  ceremonies,  iniroduoed  into  the  hidl  a  committee  of  the 
Estates,  consisting  of  twelve  members,  four  from  each  branch 
of  the  Estates,  announced  as  empowered  to  deliver  the  answer 
of  that  assembly  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

When  the  deputation  entered  the  haU,  Charles  arose  from 
his  throne,  accoiding  to  ancient  custom,  and  taking  from  his 
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hettd  his  bonnet^  ohaiged  wiihahngeplumeof  feadiers,  'Health 
and  veloome/  he  said,  '  to  my  good  subjects  of  the  Estates  of 
Buxgimdy  1 '  All  the  niimerouB  train  of  courtiers  rose  and  un- 
coyered  their  heads  with  the  same  ceremony.  The  members 
of  the  states  then  dropt  on  one  knee,  the  four  ecclesiastics, 
among  whom  Oxford  recognised  the  black  priest  of  St.  Paul's, 
approaching  nearest  to  the  Duke's  person,  the  nobles  kneeling 
behind  them,  and  the  burgesses  in  the  rear  of  the  whole. 

< Noble  Duke,'  said  the  priest  of  St  Paul's,  'will  it  best 
please  you  to  hear  the  answer  of  your  good  and  loyal  Estates 
of  Burgundy  by  the  Yoice  of  one  member  speaking  for  the  whole, 
or  by  three  persons,  each  deUyering  the  sense  of  the  body  to 
which  he  belongs  f ' 

'As  you  wil^'  said  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

'A  priest^  a  noble,  and  a  free  burgher,'  said  the  churchman, 
still  on  one  knee^  'will  address  your  Highness  in  succession. 
For  though,  blesmd  be  the  Qod  who  leads  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity !  we  are  agreed  in  the  general  answer,  yet 
each  body  of  the  Estates  may  haye  special  and  separate  reasons 
to  allege  for  the  common  opinion.' 

'  We  will  hear  yon  separately,'  said  Duke  Charles,  casting 
his  hat  upon  his  head,  and  throwing  himself  carelessly  back 
into  his  seat.  At  the  same  time,  all  who  were  of  noble  blood, 
whether  in  the  committee  or  amongst  the  spectators,  youched 
their  right  to  be  peers  of  their  soyereign  by  assuming  their 
bonnets;  and  a  doud  of  waying  plumes  at  once  addea  grace 
and  dignity  to  the  assembly. 

When  the  Duke  resumed  his  seat,  the  deputation  arose  from 
their  knees,  and  the  black  priest  of  St  Paul's,  again  stepping 
forth,  addressed  him  in  these  words : — 

'My  Lord  Duke,  your  loyal  and  faithful  dergy  haye  con- 
sidered your  Highness's  proposal  to  lay  a  talliage  on  your 
people,  in  order  to  make  war  on  the  Ckmfederate  Cantons  in  the 
countiy  of  the  Alps.  The  quarrel,  my  liege  lord,  seems  to 
your  clergy  an  unjust  and  oppressiye  one  on  your  Highness's 
part;  nor  can  they  hope  that  God  will  bless  those  who  arm  in  it 
They  are  therefore  compelled  to  reject  your  Highness's  proposal.' 

The  Duke's  eye  lowered  gloomily  on  the  ddiyerer  of  this 
unpalatable  message.  He  shook  his  head  with  one  of  those 
stem  and  menacing  looks  which  the  harsh  composition  of  his 
features  rendered  them  peculiarly  qualified  to  express.  'You 
haye  spoken,  sir  priest^'  was  the  only  reply  which  he  deigned 
to  make. 
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One  of  the  four  noblee,  the  Kre  de  MyrabeBOttben  expraned 
himself  thus : — 

'Your  Highnen  has  asked  of  joar  ledthfol  nobles  to ooosent 
to  new  imposts  and  exactions,  to  be  levied  thioogh  Buigundy, 
for  the  raising  of  additional  bands  of  hired  soldiers  for  the 
maintenance  cdP  the  quarrels  of  the  state.  My  lord,  the  swosda 
ol  the  Buxgundian  nobles,  knights,  and  genUemen  have  been 
ever  at  your  Highness's  command,  as  those  of  our  ancestors 
haye  been  readily  wielded  for  your  predecessors.  In  your 
Highness's  just  quarrel  we  will  go  fsither,  and  fight  firmer, 
than  any  hired  fellows  who  can  be  procured,  whether  from 
France,  or  Germany,  or  Italy.  We  wul  not  give  our  consent 
that  the  people  should  be  taxed  for  paying  meroenaries  to  dis- 
charge that  military  duty  which  it  is  alike  our  pzide  and  our 
exclusive  privilege  to  reinler.' 

'Tou  have  spoken,  Sire  de  Myrebeau,'  were  again  the  only 
words  of  the  Duke's  reply.  He  uttered  them  dowly  and  with 
deliberation,  as  if  afiraid  lest  some  phrase  of  imprudent  violence 
should  escape  alone  with  what  he  purposed  to  say.  Oxford 
thought  he  cast  a  ^noe  towards  him  bdfors  he  spoke,  as  if  the 
consciousness  of  lus  poresence  was  some  additional  restraint  on 
his  passion.  'Now,  Heaven  grant,'  he  said  to  himself,  'that 
this  opposition  may  work  its  proper  effect,  and  induce  the  Duke 
to  renounce  an  imprudent  attempt,  so  haaardous  and  so  un- 
necessary!' 

While  he  muttered  these  thoughts,  the  Duke  made  a  sign  to 
one  of  the  H^i  4t(U^  or  commons,  to  speak  in  his  turn.  The 
person  who  obeyed  the  signal  was  Martin  Block,  a  wealthy 
butcher  and  graner  of  Dijon.  His  words  were  these : — '  Noble 
Prince,  our  fathers  were  the  dutiful  subjects  of  your  pre- 
dece8S(»8;  we  are  the  same  to  you;  our  children  will  be  aJike 
the  liegemen  of  your  successors.  But,  touching  the  request 
your  chancellor  has  made  to  us,  it  is  such  as  our  ancestors  never 
complied  with,  such  as  we  are  determined  to  refuse,  and  such 
as  will  never  be  conceded  by  the  Estates  of  Burgundy  to  any 
prince  whatsoever,  even  to  the  end  of  time.' 

Charles  had  borne  with  impatient  silence  the  speeches  of  the 
two  former  orators ;  but  this  blunt  and  hardy  reply  of  the  third 
Estate  excited  him  beyond  what  his  nature  could  endure.  He 
gave  way  to  the  impetuosity  of  his  disposition,  stamped  on  the 
floor  till  the  throne  shook  and  the  high  vault  rung  over  theur 
heads,  and  overwhelmed  the  bold  biugher  with  reproaches. 
'  Beast  of  burden,'  he  said,  'am  I  to  be  stunned  with  uiy  bray- 
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ing,  toof  The  noblee  may  daim  leave  to  speak,  for  they  can 
fight;  the  clergy  may  use  their  tongae%  for  it  is  their  tzade; 
but  thou,  that  hast  never  shed  blood,  save  that  of  bullocks 
moxe  stupid  than  thou  art  thyself — ^must  thou  and  thy  herd 
come  hither,  privileged,  forsooth,  to  bellow  at  a  prince's  foot- 
stoolf  Ejiow,  brute  as  thou  art,  that  steers  are  never  intro- 
duced into  temples  but  to  be  saerifioed,  or  butchers  and 
mechanics  brought  before  tiieir  sovereign,  save  that  they  may 
have  the  honour  to  supply  the  public  wants  from  their  own 
swelling  hoards ! ' 

A  murmur  of  displeasure^  which  even  the  terror  of  the  Duke's 
wrath  could  not  repress,  ran  through  the  audience  at  these 
words ;  and  the  burgher  of  Dijon,  a  sturdy  plebeian,  replied* 
with  little  reverence — 'Our  purses,  my  Lord  Duke,  are  our 
own ;  we  will  not  put  the  strings  of  them  into  your  Highness's 
hands,  imless  we  are  satisfied  with  the  purposes  to  which  the 
money  is  to  be  applied ;  and  we  know  well  how  to  protect  our 
persons  and  our  goods  against  foreign  ruffians  and  plunderers.' 

Charles  was  on  the  point  of  ordering  the  deputy  to  be 
arrested,  when,  having  cast  his  eye  towards  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
whose  presence,  in  despite  of  himself,  imposed  a  certain  degree  of 
restraint  upon  him,  he  exchanged  tiutt  piece  of  imprudence  for 
another. 

*  I  see,'  he  said,  addressing  the  committee  of  Estates,  '  that 
you  are  all  leagued  to  disappoint  my  purposes,  and  doubt- 
less to  deprive  me  of  all  the  power  of  a  sovereign  save  that 
of  wearing  a  coronet,  and  being  served  oa  the  knee  like  a 
second  Clutrles  the  Simple,  while  the  Estates  of  my  kingdom 
divide  the  power  among  them.  But  you  shall  know  that  you 
have  to  do  with  Charles  of  Burgundy — a  prince  who^  though 
he  has  deigned  to  consult  you,  is  fidly  able  to  fight  battles 
without  the  aid  of  his  nobles,  since  they  refuse  him  the  assist- 
ance of  their  swords ;  to  de^y  the  expense  without  the  help 
of  his  sordid  burghers ;  and,  it  may  be,  to  find  out  a  path  to 
Heaven  without  the  assistance  of  an  ungrateful  priesthood.  I 
will  show  all  that  are  here  present  how  little  my  mind  is 
affected,  or  my  purpose  changed,  by  your  seditious  reply  to 
the  message  with  which  I  honoured  you.  Here,  Toison  d'Or, 
admit  into  our  presence  these  men  from  the  confederated 
towns  and  cantons,  as  they  caU  themselves,  of  Switzerland.' 

Oxford,  and  all  who  reaUy  interested  themselves  in  the 
Duke's  welfare,  heard,  with  we  utmost  apprehension,  his  re- 
solution to  give  an  audience  to  the  Swiss  envoys^  prepossessed 
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as  he  was  against  them,  and  in  the  moment  when  his  mood  was 
chafed  to  the  uttennost  by  the  refosal  of  the  Estates  to  giant 
him  supplies.  They  were  aware  that  obstades  opposed  to  the 
conent  of  his  passion  were  like  rooks  in  the  bed  of  a  rivefy 
whose  oourse  they  cannot  intermpt^  while  they  proYoke  it  to 
rage  and  foam.  All  were  sensible  that  the  die  was  cast^  bat 
none  who  were  not  endowed  with  more  than  mortal  preseienoe 
ooold  haye  inuigined  how  deep  was  the  pledge  which  depended 
upon  it.  Oxford,  in  particular,  conoeiTed  tlmt  the  exeoutioa  of 
his  plan  of  a  descent  upon  E^land  was  the  principal  point 
compromised  by  the  Duke  in  Us  rash  obstinacy;  but  he  sus- 
pected not — ^he  dreamed  not  of  supposing — ^that  the  IHie  of 
Charles  himself,  and  the  independence  of  Burgundy  as  a 
separate  kingdcmi,  hung  quiirering  in  the  same  scales. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII 

Why,  'tis  a  boirteroai  and  oraeL  style, 

A  style  for  chaUengen.    Why,  she  defies  ns, 

Like  Turk  to  ChzistiaiL 

Tbb  doom  of  the  hall  were  now  opened  to  the  Swiss  deputies, 
who  tor  the  prpoeding  hour  had  been  kept  in  attendanoe  on 
the  outside  of  the  building,  without  reoeiying  the  slightest 
of  those  attentions  which  among  dvilised  nations  are  luiiyer- 
sally  paid  to  the  representatiyes  of  a  foreign  state.  Indeed, 
their  yery  appearance,  dressed  in  coarse  grey  frocks,  like 
mountain  hunters  or  shepherds,  in  the  midst  of  an  assembly 
biasing  with  diyers-coloured  garments,  gold  and  sOyer  lace, 
embroidery,  and  precious  stones^  serycd  to  confirm  the  idea 
that  they  could  <mly  haye  come  hither  in  the  capacity  of  the 
most  humble  petitioners. 

Oxford,  howeyer,  who  watched  closely  the  deportment  of 
his  late  f eUow-trayeUers,  faOed  not  to  obserye  that  they  retained 
each  in  his  own  person  tibe  character  of  firmness  and  indifierence 
whidi  formerly  distinguished  them.  BudoljA  Donnerhugel 
preeeryed  his  bold  and  haugh^  look ;  the  banneret^  the  militair 
indiflforence  which  made  him  look  with  apparent  apathy  on  aU 
around  him;  the  burgher  of  Sdeure  was  as  formal  and  im- 
portant as  eyer;  nor  did  any  of  the  three  show  themselyes 
aflfeoted  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the  splendour  of  the  scene 
around  them,  or  embarrassed  by  the  consideration  of  their  own 
comparatiye  inferiority  of  appdntments.  But  the  noble  Land- 
amman,  on  whom  O^ord  chiefly  bent  his  attention,  seemed 
oyerwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  the  precarious  state  in  which  his 
oountiy  was  pkoed,  fearing,  from  the  rude  and  unhonoured 
manner  in  which  they  were  reoeiyed,  that  war  was  unayddable, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  like  a  good  patriot,  he  mourned  oyer 
the  consequences  of  ruin  to  the  freedom  of  his  country  by 
defeat^  or  injury  to  her  simplicity  and  yirtuous  indifierence  of 
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wealth  by  the  introduction  of  foreign  luxuiies  and  the  erils 
attending  on  conquest. 

Well  acquainted  with  the  opinions  of  Arnold  Biederman, 
Oxford  could  easily  explain  hu  sadness,  while  his  comrade 
Bonstotten,  less  capable  of  comprehending  his  friend's  feelings, 
looked  at  him  with  the  expression  which  may  be  seen  in  &e 
countenance  of  a  faithful  dog,  when  the  creature  indicates 
sympathy  with  his  master's  melancholy,  though  unable  to  ascer- 
tain or  appreciate  ite  cause.  A  look  of  wonder  now  and  then 
glided  around  the  splendid  assembly  on  the  part  of  all  the 
forlorn  groups  excepting  Donneiiiugel  and  the  TJandamman ;  for 
the  indomitable  pride  of  the  one  and  the  steady  patriotism  of 
the  other  could  not  for  even  an  instant  be  diverted  by  external 
objects  from  their  own  deep  and  stem  reflections. 

After  a  silence  of  nearly  five  minutes,  the  Duke  spoke,  with 
the  haughty  and  harsh  manner  which  he  might  imagine  belonged 
to  his  place,  and  which  certainly  expressed  his  character. 

'Men  of  Berne,  of  Schwyto,  or  of  whatever  hamlet  and 
wilderness  you  may  represent,  Imow  that  we  had  not  honoured 
you,  rebels  as  you  are  to  the  dominion  of  your  lawful  superiors, 
with  an  audience  in  our  own  presence,  but  for  the  intercession 
of  a  well-esteemed  friend,  who  has  sojourned  among  your 
mountaiDs,  and  whcnn  you  may  know  by  &e  name  of  Pli^ipsoD, 
an  Englishman,  following  the  trade  of  a  merchant,  and  charged 
with  certaiD  viJuable  matters  of  traffic  to  our  court.  To  his 
intercession  we  have  so  far  given  way,  that,  instead  of  com- 
manding you,  according  to  your  demerits,  to  the  gibbet  and 
the  wheel  in  the  Place  de  Morimont,  we  have  condescended  to 
receive  you  into  our  own  presence,  sitting  in  our  oowrpUniirtj  to 
hear  from  you  such  submission  as  you  can  ofifer  for  your  out- 
rageous storm  of  our  town  of  La  Ferette,  the  slaughter  of  many 
of  our  liegemen,  and  the  deliberate  murder  of  the  noble  knight, 
Archibald  of  Hagenbach,  executed  in  your  presence,  and  by 
your  countemince  and  device.  Speak,  if  you  can  say  aught  in 
defence  of  your  felony  and  treason,  either  to  deprecate  just 
punishment  or  crave  undeserved  mercy.' 

The  Irfuidamman  seemed  about  to  answer;  but  Buddph 
Donnerhugel,  with  his  characteristic  boldness  and  hardihood, 
took  the  task  of  reply  on  himself.  He  confronted  the  proud 
Duke  with  an  eye  UnappaUed,  and  a  countenance  as  ston  as 
his  own. 

'We  came  not  here,' he  said,  'to  compromise  our  own  honour, 
or  the  dignity  of  the  free  people  whom  we  represent,  by  pleading 
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guilty  in  their  name  or  oar  own  to  crimes  of  whieh  we  are 
innooent.  And  when  you  term  na  rebels,  you  mnst  remember 
that  a  long  train  of  Tictories^  whose  histoiy  is  written  in  the 
noblest  blood  of  Austria,  has  restored  to  the  oonfederaoy  of  our 
oommunities  the  freedom  of  whioh  an  unjust  tyranny  in  vain 
attempted  to  deprive  us.  While  Austria  was  a  just  and  bene- 
fioent  mistress,  we  served  her  with  our  lives ;  when  she  became 
oppressive  and  tyrannical,  we  assumed  independence.  If  she 
has  auffht  yet  to  claim  frcnn  us,  the  descendants  of  Tell,  Faust 
[Furst^  and  Stauffioicher  will  be  as  ready  to  assert  their  liberties 
as  their  fathers  were  to  gain  them.  TourOrace— if  suchbe  your 
title— has  no  concern  with  any  dispute  betwixt  us  and  Austria. 
For  your  threats  of  gibbet  and  wheel,  we  are  here  defenceless 
men,  on  whom  you  may  work  your  pleasure ;  but  we  know  how 
to  die,  and  our  countrymen  know  how  to  avenge  us.' 

The  fiery  Duke  would  have  replied  by  commanding  the 
instant  arrest^  and  probably  the  immediate  execution,  of  the 
whole  deputation.  But  his  chancellor,  availing  himself  of  the 
privilege  of  his  office,  rose,  and,  doffing  his  cap  with  a  deep 
reverence  to  the  Duke,  requested  leave  to  reply  to  the  misproud 
young  man,  who  had,  he  said,  so  greatly  mistaken  the  purpose 
of  his  Highness's  speech. 

Charles,  feeling  perhaps  at  the  moment  too  much  irritated 
to  form  a  calm  decision,  threw  himself  back  in  his  chair  of 
state,  and  with  an  impatient  and  angry  nod  gave  his  chan- 
cellOT  permission  to  speak. 

' Toung  man,'  said  that  high  officer,  'you  have  mistaken  the 
meaning  ot  the  high  and  mighty  sovereign  in  whose  presence 
you  stand.  Whatever  be  the  lawful  righto  of  Austria  over  the 
revolted  villages  which  have  flung  off  their  allegiance  to  their 
native  superior,  we  have  no  call  to  enter  on  that  argument, 
l^t  that  for  which  Burgundy  demands  your  answer  is  where- 
fore, coming  here  in  &e  guise  and  with  the  character  of 
peaceful  envoys,  on  affidrs  touching  your  own  communities  and 
the  ri^to  of  ti^e  Duke's  subjects,  you  have  raised  war  in  our 
peaceful  dominions,  stormed  a  fortress,  massacred  ite  garrison, 
and  put  to  death  a  noble  knight,  ito  commander  t — all  of  them 
actions  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  highly  deserving  of 
the  punishment  with  which  you  have  been  justly  threatened, 
but  with  which  I  hope  our  gracious  sovereign  wul  dispense^  if 
you  express  some  sufficient  reason  for  such  outrageous  insolence, 
with  an  offer  of  due  submission  to  his  Highness's  pleasure,  and 
satisfactory  reparatioi  for  such  a  high  injury.' 
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'Tou  are  a  pne«t»  grKve  airt'  answered  Bndolpli  Donner- 
hugel,  addreeaiiig  the  C^anoellcHr  of  Burgundy.  *If  there  be  a 
soldier  in  this  aaaembly  who  will  ayouoh  your  ohargOy  I  challenge 
him  to  the  combat,  man  to  man.  We  did  not  storm  the  gar- 
rison of  La  Ferette:  we  were  admitted  into  the  gates  in  a 
peaceful  manner,  and  were  there  instantly  surrounded  by  the 
soldiers  of  the  late  Archibald  de  Hagenbach,  with  the  obvious 
purpose  of  assaulting  and  murdering  us  on  our  peaceful  mission. 
I  promise  you  there  had  been  news  of  more  men  dying  than  us. 
But  an  uproar  broke  out  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
assisted,  I  believe^  by  many  neighbours,  to  whom  the  insolence 
and  oppression  of  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  had  become  odious, 
as  to  ail  who  were  within  his  reach.  We  rendered  them  no 
assistance;  and,  I  trusty  it  was  not  expected  that  we  should 
interfere  in  the  favour  of  men  who  had  stood  prepared  to  do 
the  worst  against  us.  But  not  a  pike  or  sword  belonging  to  us 
or  our  attendants  was  dipped  in  Buigundian  blood.  Ardiibald 
de  Hagenbach  perished,  it  is  true,  on  a  scaffold,  and  I  saw  him 
die  with  pleasure,  under  a  sentence  pronounced  by  a  competent 
court,  such  as  is  recognised  in  Westphalia  and  its  dependencies 
on  this  side  of  the  Blune.  I  am  not  obliged  to  vindicate  their 
proceedings ;  but  I  aver,  that  the  Duke  has  received  full  .proof 
of  his  regular  sentence ;  and,  in  fine,  that  it  was  amply  deserved 
by  oppression,  tyranny,  and  foul  abuse  of  his  authority,  I  will 
uphold  against  all  gainsayers,  with  the  body  of  a  man.  There 
lies  my  glove.' 

And,  with  an  action  suited  to  the  language  he  used,  the 
stem  Swiss  flung  his  right-hand  glove  on  the  flo(»r  of  the  halL 
In  the  spirit  of  the  age,  with  the  love  of  distinction  in  arms 
which  it  nourished,  and  perhaps  with  the  desire  of  gaining  the 
Duke's  favour,  there  was  a  general  motion  among  the  young 
Burgundians  to  accept  the  challenge,  and  more  than  six  or 
eight  gloves  were  hastily  doffed  by  ti^e  young  knights  presenti 
those  who  were  more  remote  flinging  tiiem  over  the  heads  of 
the  nearest,  and  each  proclaiming  his  name  and  title  as  he  prof- 
fered the  gage  of  combat. 

'I  set  at  all,'  said  the  daring  young  Swiss,  gathering  the 
gauntlets  as  they  fell  clashing  around  hun.  '  More,  gentlemen 
— more  1  a  glove  for  every  finger !  come  on,  one  at  once — ^fair 
lists,  equal  judges  of  the  field,  the  combat  on  foot,  and  the 
weapons  two-handed  swords,  and  I  will  not  budge  for  a  score 
of  you.' 

'  Hold,  gentlemen— -on  your  allepance,  hdd  ! '  said  the 
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Duke,  gratified  at  the  same  time  and  somewhat  appeased  by 
the  zeal  which  was  displayed  in  his  cause ;  moved  by  the  stnin 
of  reckless  bravery  evinced  by  the  challenger,  with  a  hardi- 
hood akin  to  his  own ;  perhaps  also  not  unwilling  to  display, 
in  the  view  of  his  eotir  pUmUre,  more  temperance  than  he  had 
been  at  first  capable  of.  '  Hold,  I  command  you  alL  Toison 
d'Or,  gather  up  these  gauntlets,  and  return  them  each  to  his 
owner.  God  and  St.  Geoi^e  forbid  that  we  should  hanid  the 
life  of  even  the  least  of  our  noble  Burgundian  gentry  against 
such  a  churl  as  this  Swiss  peasant^  who  never  so  much  as  mounted 
a  hone,  and  knows  not  a  jot  of  knightly  courtesy  or  the  grace 
of  chivalry.  CSarry  your  vulgar  brawls  elsewhere,  young  man, 
and  know  that»  on  the  present  occasion,  the  Place  Morimont 
were  your  only  fitting  lists,  and  the  hangman  your  meet 
antagonist  And  you,  sirs,  his  companions,  whose  behaviour 
in  suffering  this  swaggerer  to  take  the  lead  amongst  you 
seems  to  show  that  the  laws  of  nature,  as  well  as  of  society, 
are  inverted,  and  that  youth  is  preferred  to  age,  as  peasants 
to  gentry — ^you  white-bearded  men,  I  say,  is  there  none  of 
yon  who  can  speak  your  errand  in  such  language  as  it  becomes 
a  sovereign  prince  to  listen  tof ' 

^God  forbid  else,'  said  the  Landamman,  stepping  forward 
and  silencing  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  who  was  commencing  an 
answer  of  defiance— 'God  forbid,'  he  said,  'noble  Duke,  that  we 
should  not  be  able  to  speak  so  as  to  be  understood  before  your 
Highness,  since,  I  trust,  we  shall  speak  the  language  of  truth, 
peace,  and  justice.  Nay,  should  it  incline  your  Highness  to 
listen  to  us  the  more  favourably  for  our  humility,  I  am  willing 
to  humble  myself  rather  than  you  should  shun  to  hear  us.  For 
my  own  part»  I  can  truly  say  that,  though  I  have  lived,  and  by 
free  choice  have  resolved  to  die,  a  husbandman  and  ahunteron 
the  Alps  of  the  Unterwald,  I  may  daim  by  birth  the  hereditary 
right  to  speak  before  dukes  and  kings,  and  the  Emperor  him- 
sdf .  There  is  no  one,  my  Lord  Duke,  in  this  proud  assembly 
who  derives  his  descent  from  a  nobler  source  than  Geierstein.' 

'  We  have  heard  of  you,'  said  the  Duke.  '  Men  call  you  the 
peasant  count.  Your  birth  is  your  shame— or  perhaps  your 
mother's,  if  your  father  had  happened  to  have  a  handsome  plough- 
man, the  fitting  father  of  one  who  has  become  a  willing  serf.' 

'  No  serf,  my  lord,'  answered  the  J<andamman,  '  but  a  free- 
man, who  will  neither  oppress  others  nor  be  himself  tyrannised 
over.  My  lather  was  a  noble  lord,  my  mother  a  most  virtuous 
lady.    But  I  will  not  be  provoked  by  taunt  or  scornful  jest 
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to  refrain  from  Btating  with  nalmneffl  what  mj  country  has 
given  me  in  charge  to  Bay.  The  inhabitants  of  the  bleak  and 
inhospitable  regions  of  ihe  Alps  desire,  mighty  sir,  to  remain 
at  peace  with  all  their  neighbours,  and  to  enjoy  the  goyem- 
ment  they  have  chosen,  as  best  fitted  to  their  condition  and 
habits,  leaving  all  other  states  and  coimtries  to  their  free-will 
in  the  same  respects.  Especially,  they  desire  to  remain  at 
peace  and  in  unity  with  the  princely  house  of  Bui^ndy,  whose 
dominions  approach  their  possessions  on  so  many  points.  My 
lord,  they  desire  it^  they  entreat  it,  they  even  consent  to 
pray  for  it.  We  have  been  termed  stubborn,  intractable,  and 
insolent  contemners  of  authority,  and  headers  of  sedition  and 
rebellion.  In  evidence  of  the  contrary,  my  Lord  Duke,  I,  who 
never  bent  a  knee  but  to  Heaven,  feel  no  dishonour  in  kneeling 
before  your  Highness,  as  before  a  sovereign  prince  in  the  cow 
pUniHre  of  his  dominions,  where  he  has  a  right  to  exact  hom- 
age from  his  subjects  out  of  duty,  and  from  strangers  out  of 
courtesy.  No  vain  pride  of  mine,'  said  die  noble  old  man,  his 
eyes  swelling  with  tears,  as  he  knelt  on  one  knee, '  shall  prevent 
me  from  personal  humiliation,  when  peace — ^that  blessed  peace, 
so  dear  to  Qod,  so  inappreciably  valuable  to  man — ^is  in  danger 
d  being  broken  off.' 

The  whole  assembly,  even  the  Duke  himself,  were  affected 
by  the  noble  and  stately  manner  in  which  the  brave  old  man 
imide  a  genuflection,  which  was  obviously  dictated  by  neither 
meanness  nor  timidity.  'Arise,  sir,'  said  Charles;  ^if  we  have 
said  aught  which  can  wound  your  private  feelings,  we  retract 
it  as  publicly  as  the  reproach  was  spoken,  and  sit  prepared  to 
hear  you,  as  a  fair-meaning  envoy.' 

'For  that»  my  noble  lord,  thanks;  and  I  shall  hold  it  a 
blessed  day  if  I  can  find  words  worthy  of  the  cause  I  have  to 
plead.  My  lord,  a  schedule  in  your  Highness's  hands  has 
stated  the  sense  of  many  injuries  received  at  the  hand  of  your 
Highness's  officers,  and  those  of  Romont  Count  of  Savoy,  your 
strict  ally  and  adviser,  we  have  a  right  to  suppose,  under  your 
Highness's  countenance.  For  Count  Romonl^  he  has  already 
felt  with  whom  he  has  to  contend ;  but  we  have  as  yet  taken 
no  measures  to  avenge  injuries,  affronts,  interruptions  to  our 
commerce^  from  those  who  have  availed  themselves  of  your 
Highness's  authority  to  intercept  our  countrymen,  spoil  our 
goods,  impress  their  persons,  and  even,  in  some  instances,  take 
tiieir  lives.  The  afl&ay  at  La  Ferette— I  can  vouch  for  what  I 
saw — ^had  no  origin  or  abettance  from  us;  nevertheless,  it  is 
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impossible  an  independent  nation  oan  suffer  the  repetition  of 
such  injuries,  and  free  and  independent  we  are  determined  to 
remain,  or  to  die  in  defence  of  our  rights.  What,  then,  must 
follow,  unless  your  Highness  listens  to  the  terms  whioh  I  am 
commissioned  to  offerT  War — a  war  to  extermination ;  for  so 
long  as  one  of  our  confederacy  can  wield  a  halberd,  so  long,  if 
this  fotal  strife  once  commences,  there  will  be  war  betwixt 
your  powerful  realms  and  our  poor  and  barren  states.  And 
what  can  the  noble  Duke  of  Burgundy  gain  by  such  a  strife  f 
Is  it  wealth  and  plunder  f  Alas,  my  lord,  there  is  more  gold 
and  silver  on  the  very  bridle-bits  of  your  Highness's  household 
troops  than  can  be  found  in  the  public  treasures  or  private 
hoanls  of  our  whole  confederacy.  Is  it  fame  and  glory  you 
aspire  tof  There  is  little  honour  to  be  won  by  a  numerous 
army  over  a  few  scattered  bands,  by  men  clad  in  mail  over 
half-armed  husbandmen  and  shepherds — of  such  conquest  small 
were  the  glory.  But  if,  as  all  Christian  men  believe,  and  as  it 
is  the  constant  trust  of  my  countiymen,  from  memory  of  the 
times  of  our  fathers — ^if  the  Lord  of  Hosts  should  cast  the 
balance  in  behalf  of  the  fewer  numbers  and  worse-^nned  party, 
I  leave  it  with  your  Highness  to  judge  what  would,  in  that 
event,  be  the  diminution  of  worship  and  fame.  Is  it  extent  of 
vassalage  and  dominion  your  Highness  desires,  by  warring 
with  your  mountain  neighbours?  Know  that  you  may,  if  it 
be  God's  will,  gain  our  barren  and  rugged  mountains;  but, 
like  our  ancestors  of  old,  we  will  seek  refuge  in  wilder  and 
more  distant  solitudes,  and  when  we  have  remsted  to  the  last, 
we  will  starve  in  the  icy  wastes  of  the  glaciers.  Ay,  men, 
women,  and  children,  we  will  be  frozen  into  annihilation  to- 
gether, ere  one  free  Switser  will  acknowledge  a  foreign  master.' 
The  speech  of  the  lAndamman  made  an  obvious  impression 
on  the  assembly.  The  Duke  observed  it,  and  his  hereditary 
obstinacy  was  irritated  by  the  general  disposition  which  he 
saw  entertained  in  favour  of  the  ambassador.  This  evil  prin- 
dple  overcame  some  impressicm  which  the  address  of  the  noble 
Biederman  had  not  failed  to  make  upon  him.  He  answered 
with  a  lowering  brow,  interrupting  the  old  man  as  he  was 
about  to  continue  his  speech — 'You  argue  falsely,  sir  count, 
or  sir  landamman,  or  by  whatever  name  you  call  yourself,  if 
you  think  we  war  on  you  from  any  hope  of  spoil,  or  any  desire 
of  glory.  We  know  as  well  as  you  can  tell  us  that  there  is 
neither  profit  nor  fame  to  be  achieved  by  conquering  you.  But 
sovereigns,  to  whom  Heaven  has  given  the  power,  must  root 
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out  a  band  of  robbers,  though  there  is  dishonour  in  measuring 
swords  with  them ;  euA  we  hunt  to  death  a  herd  of  wolves, 
though  their  flesh  is  carrion  and  their  skins  are  nought.' 

The  Landamman  shook  his  grej  head,  and  replied,  without 
testifying  emotion,  and  even  with  something  approaching  to  a 
smile— 'I  am  an  older  woodsman  than  you,  my  Lord  Duke, 
and,  it  may  be,  a  more  experienced  one.  The  boldest,  the 
hardiest  hunter  will  not  safely  drive  the  wolf  to  his  den.  I 
have  shown  your  Highness  the  poor  chance  of  gain  and  the 
great  risk  of  loss,  which  even  you,  powerful  as  you  are^  must 
incur  by  risking  a  war  with  determined  and  desperate  men. 
Let  me  now  tell  what  we  are  willing  to  do  to  secure  a  sincere 
and  lasting  peace  with  our  powerful  neighbour  of  Burgundy. 
Your  Grace  is  in  the  act  of  engrossing  Lorraine,  and  it  seems 
probable,  under  so  vigorous  and  enterprising  a  prince,  your 
authority  may  be  ezteDnied  to  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean ; 
be  our  noble  friend  and  sincere  ally,  and  our  mountains,  de- 
fended  by  warriors  familiar  with  victory,  will  be  your  barriers 
against  Germany  and  Italy.  For  your  sake  we  wiU  admit  the 
Count  of  Savoy  to  terms,  and  restore  to  him  our  conquests,  cm 
such  conditions  as  your  Highness  shall  yourself  judge  reason- 
able. Of  past  subjects  of  offence  on  the  part  of  vour  lieutenants 
and  governors  upon  the  frontier  we  wOl  be  Biient»  so  we  have 
assurance  of  no  such  aggressions  in  future.  Nay  more,  and  it 
is  my  last  and  proudest  offer,  we  will  send  three  thousand  of 
our  youth  to  assist  your  Higlmess  in  any  war  which  you  may 
engage  in,  whether  against  Louis  of  France  or  the  Emperor  of 
Germany.  They  are  a  different  set  of  men — ^proudly  and  truly 
may  I  state  it — from  the  scum  of  Germany  and  Italv,  who 
form  themselves  into  mercenary  bands  of  soldiers.  And,  if 
Heaven  should  decide  your  Highness  to  accept  our  offer,  there 
wiU  be  one  corps  in  your  army  which  will  leave  their  carcasses 
on  the  field  ere  a  man  of  them  break  their  plighted  troth.' 

A  swarthy,  but  tall  and  handsome,  man,  wearing  a  oorslet 
richly  engraved  with  arabesque  work,  started  from  his  seat 
with  the  air  of  oae  provoked  beyond  the  bounds  of  restraint. 
This  was  the  Count  de  Campo-basso,  commander  of  Charles's 
Italian  mercenaries,  who  possessed,  as  has  been  alluded  to^ 
much  influence  over  the  Duke's  mind,  chiefly  obtained  by 
accommodating  himself  to  his  master's  opinions  and  prejudices, 
and  placing  before  the  Duke  specious  arguments  to  justify  him 
for  following  his  own  way. 

'This  lofty  presence  must  excuse  me,'  he  said,  'if  I  speak 
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in  defence  of  my  honour,  and  those  of  my  bold  lanoes,  who 
have  followed  my  fortunes  from  Italy  to  serve  the  bravest 
prince  in  Christendom.  I  mighty  indeed,  pass  over  without 
resentment  the  outrageous  language  of  this  grey-haired  churl, 
whose  words  cannot  alfeot  a  knight  and  a  nobleman  more  than 
the  yelling  of  a  peasant's  mastiff.  But  when  I  hear  him 
propose  to  associate  his  bands  of  mutinous,  miggoyemed  rufiSans 
with  your  Highness's  troops,  I  must  let  him  know  that  there 
is  not  a  horse-boy  in  my  nmks  who  would  fight  in  such  fellow- 
ship. No,  even  I  myself,  bound  by  a  thousand  ties  of  grati- 
tude, could  not  submit  to  striye  abreast  with  such  comrades. 
I  would  fold  up  my  banners,  and  lead  five  thousand  men  to 
seek — ^not  a  nobler  master,  for  the  world  has  none  such — 
but  wars  in  which  we  might  not  be  obliged  to  blush  for  our 
assistants.' 

' Silence,  Campo-basso^'  said  the  Duke,  'and  be  assured  you 
serve  a  prince  who  knows  your  worth  too  weU  to  exchange  it 
for  the  imtried  and  untrusdul  services  of  those  whom  we  have 
only  known  as  vexatious  and  malignant  neighbours.' 

Then  addressing  himself  to  Arnold  Biederman,  he  said 
coldly  and  sternly,  '  Sir  Trffcndamman,  we  have  heard  you  fairly. 
We  have  heard  you,  although  you  come  before  us  with  hands 
dyed  deep  in  the  blood  of  our  servant,  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagen- 
bach ;  for,  supposing  he  was  murdered  by  a  villainous  associa- 
tion— which,  by  St.  George  1  shall  never,  while  we  live  and 
reign,  raise  its  pestilential  head  on  this  side  of  the  Rhine — 
yet  it  is  not  the  less  undeniable  and  undenied,  that  yon  stood 
by  in  arms,  and  encouraged  the  deed  the  assassins  performed 
under  your  countenance.  Return  to  your  mountains,  and  be 
thankful  that  you  return  in  life.  Tell  those  who  sent  you  that 
I  will  be  presently  on  their  frontiers.  A  deputation  of  your 
most  notable  persons,  who  meet  me  with  halters  round  their 
necks,  torches  in  their  left  hands»  in  their  right  their  swords 
held  by  the  pointy  may  leam  on  what  conditions  we  will  grant 
you  peace.' 

'  Then  foreweU  peace,  and  welcome  war,'  said  the  Landam- 
man ;  '  and  be  its  plagues  and  curses  on  the  heads  of  those  who 
choose  blood  and  strife  rather  than  peace  and  union !  We  will 
meet  you  on  our  frontiers  with  our  naked  swords,  but  the  hilts, 
not  their  points,  shall  be  in  our  grasp.  Charles  of  Burgundy, 
Flanders,  and  Lorraine,  Duke  of  seven  [six]  dukedoms.  Count 
of  seventeen  [fifteen]  earldoms,  I  bid  you  defiance;  and  declare 
war  against  you  in  tne  name  of  the  Confederated  Cantons,  and 
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mich  others  as  shall  adhere  to  them.  There/  he  said,  'are  mj 
letters  of  defianoe.' 

The  herald  took  from  Arnold  Biederman  the  fatal  denmiciar 
tion. 

'Read  it  not»  Toison  d'Or !'  said  the  haughty  Duke.  'Let 
the  executioner  drag  it  through  the  streets  at  his  horse's  tail, 
and  nail  it  to  the  gibbet^  to  d^ow  in  what  aooount  we  hold  the 
paltry  scroll,  and  those  who  sent  it.  Away,  sirs,'  speaking  to 
the  Swiss,  *  trudge  back  to  your  wildernesses  with  such  haste 
as  your  feet  can  use.  When  we  next  meet^  you  shall  better 
know  whom  you  have  offended.  Get  our  horse  ready;  the 
council  is  broken  up.' 

The  moire  of  Dijon,  when  all  were  in  motion  to  leave  the 
hall,  again  approached  the  Duke,  and  timidly  expressed  some 
hopes  that  his  Highness  would  deign  to  partake  of  a  banquet 
which  the  magistracy  had  prepared,  in  expectation  he  might  do 
them  such  an  honour. 

'No,  by  St.  George  of  Burgundy,  sir  motre,'  said  CharleB^ 
with  one  of  the  withering  glances  by  which  he  was  wont  to 
express  indignation  mixed  with  contempt;  'you  have  not 
pleased  us  so  well  with  our  breakfast  as  to  induce  us  to  trust 
our  dinner  to  the  loyalty  of  our  good  town  of  Dijon.' 

So  saying,  he  rudely  turned  off  from  the  mortified  chief 
magistrate,  and,  mounting  his  horse,  rode  back  to  his  camp,  con- 
versing earnestly  on  the  way  with  the  Count  of  Gampo-bpsso. 

'I  would  ofiOT  you  dinner,  my  Lord  of  Oxford,'  said  Colvin 
to  that  nobleman,  when  he  alighted  at  his  tent»  '  but  I  foresee, 
ere  you  could  swallow  a  mouthful,  you  will  be  summoned  to 
the  Duke's  presence ;  for  it  is  our  Charles's  way,  when  he  has 
fixed  on  a  wrong  course,  to  wrangle  with  his  friends  and  coun- 
sellors, in  order  to  prove  it  is  a  right  one.  Marry,  he  always 
makes  a  convert  of  yon  supple  Italian.' 

Colvin's  augury  was  speedily  realised,  for  a  page  almost 
immediately  sunmioned  the  English  merchant,  Phltipson,  to 
attend  the  Duke.  Without  waiting  an  instant^  Charles  poured 
forth  an  incoherent  tide  of  reproaohes  against  the  Estates  of 
his  dukedom,  for  refusing  him  their  countenance  in  so  slight  a 
matter,  and  launched  out  in  explanations  of  the  necessity  which 
he  alleged  there  was  for  pimidiing  the  audacity  of  the  Swiss. 
'  And  thou,  too,  Oxford,'  he  concluded,  '  art  sudi  an  impatient 
fool  as  to  wish  me  to  engage  in  a  distant  war  with  England, 
and  transport  forces  over  the  sea,  when  I  have  such  insolent 
mutineers  to  chastise  on  my  own  hontiers  f ' 
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When  be  was  at  length  sUenti  the  English  earl  laid  before 
him,  with  respeotful  eamestneflfly  the  danger  that  appeared  to 
be  involyed  in  engaging  with  a  people,  poor  indeed,  but  nni- 
yeraaUy  dreaded,  £rom  their  discipline  and  oounge,  and  that 
under  the  eye  of  so  dangerous  a  rival  as  Louis  of  France,  who 
was  sure  to  support  the  Duke's  enemies  underhand,  if  he  did 
not  join  them  openly.  On  this  point  the  Duke's  resolution 
was  immovable.  *It  shall  never,'  he  said,  'be  told  of  me,  that 
I  uttered  threats  which  I  dared  not  execute.  These  boors  have 
declared  war  against  me,  and  they  shall  learn  whose  wrath  it  is 
that  they  have  wantonly  provoked ;  but  I  do  not»  therefore,  re- 
nounce thy  scheme,  my  good  Oxford.  If  thou  canst  procure  me 
this  same  cession  erf  I^vence,  and  induce  old  Ben6  to  give  up 
the  cause  of  his  grandson,  Ferrand  of  Yaudemont,  in  Lorraine, 
thou  wilt  make  it  well  worth  my  while  to  send  thee  brave  aid 
against  my  brother  Blackburn,  who^  while  he  is  drinking  healths 
potde-deep  in  France,  may  well  come  to  lose  his  lands  in 
England.  And  be  not  impatient  because  I  cannot  at  this 
very  instant  send  men  across  the  seas.  The  march  which  I  am 
maicing  towards  Neufdhatel,  which  is,  I  think,  the  nearest 
point  where  I  shall  find  these  churls,  will  be  but  like  a 
morning's  excursion.  I  trust  you  will  go  with  us,  old  com- 
panion. I  should  like  to  see  if  you  have  foigotten,  among 
yonder  mountains,  how  to  back  a  horse  and  lay  a  lance  in  rest' 

*  I  will  wait  on  your  Highness,'  said  the  Earl,  '  as  is  my 
duty,*^for  my  motions  must  depend  on  your  pleasure.  But  I 
will  not  canj  arms,  especially  against  those  people  of  Helvetia, 
from  whom  I  have  experienced  hospitality,  unless  it  be  for  my 
own  personal  defence.' 

'Well,'  replied  the  Duke,  ' e'en  be  it  so;  we  shall  have  in 
yon  an  excellent  judge,  to  tell  us  who  best  dischaxges  his 
devoir  against  the  mountain  downs.' 

At  this  point  in  the  conversation  there  was  a  knocking  at 
the  entrance  of  the  pavilion,  and  the  Chancellor  of  Burgundy 
presently  entered,  in  great  haste  and  anxiety.  'News,  my 
lord — ^news  of  France  and  England,'  said  the  prelate,  and  then, 
observing  the  presence  of  a  stranger,  he  looked  at  the  Duke 
and  was  silent. 

'It  is  a  faithful  friend,  my  Lord  Bishop,'  said  the  Duke; 
'you  may  tell  your  news  before  him.' 

'It  wUl  soon  be  generally  known,'  said  the  chancellor — 'Louis 
and  Edward  are  fuBy  accorded.' 

Both  the  Duke  and  the  English  earl  started. 
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*  I  expected  thiBy'  said  the  Duke,  'bat  not  bo  bood.' 
'  The  kings  have  met,'  answered  his  minister. 

'How — in  battle f  said  Oxford,  foigetting  himself  in  his 
extreme  eagerness. 

The  ohanoellor  was  somewhat  surprised,  but,  as  the  Duke 
seemed  to  expect  him  to  give  an  answer,  he  replied,  '  No,  sir 
stranger,  not  in  battle,  but  upon  appointment,  and  in  peace 
and  amity.' 

'  The  sight  must  have  been  worth  seeing,'  said  the  Duke^ 
'  when  the  old  fox  Louis  and  my  brother  Black — I  mean  my 
brother  Edward — ^met.     Where  held  they  their  rendezvous  f 

'  On  &  bridge  over  the  Seine,  at  Picquigny.' 

'I  would  thou  hadst  been  there,'  stud  the  Duke,  looking  to 
Oxford,  '  with  a  good  axe  in  thy  hand,  to  strike  one  fair  blow 
for  England  and  another  for  Burgundy.  My  grandfather  was 
treacherously  slain  at  just  such  a  meeting,  at  the  bridge  of 
Montereau,  upon  the  Yonne.' 

'  To  prevent  a  similar  chance,'  said  the  chancellor,  'a  strong 
barricade,  such  as  closes  the  cages  in  which  men  keep  wild 
beasts,  was  raised  in  the  midst  of  the  bridge,  and  preventiad  the 
possibility  of  their  even  touching  each  other's  hands.' 

'  Ha — ^ha !  By  St.  George,  that  smells  of  Louis's  craft  and 
caution ;  for  the  Englishman,  to  give  him  his  due,  is  as  little 
acquainted  with  fear  as  witii  policy.  But  what  terms  have 
they  made  f  Where  do  the  English  army  winter  f  What 
towns,  fortresses,  and  castles  are  surrendered  to  them,  in  pledge 
or  in  perpetuity  f 

'  None,  my  liege,'  said  the  chancellor.  '  The  English  annj 
returns  into  England  as  fast  as  shipping  can  be  procured  to 
transport  them ;  and  Lotus  will  accommodate  them  with  every 
sail  and  oar  in  his  dominions,  rather  than  they  should  not 
instantly  evacuate  France.' 

'And  by  what  concessions  has  LoTiis  bought  a  peace  so 
necessaiy  to  his  affiursf ' 

'By  fair  words,'  said  the  chancellor,  'by  liberal  preaenta^ 
and  by  some  five  hundred  tuns  of  wine.' 

*  Wine ! '  exclaimed  the  Duke.  '  Heaidst  thou  ever  the  like, 
Siguier  Philipsonf  Why,  your  countrymen  are  little  better 
than  Esau,  who  sold  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 
Many,  I  must  confess  I  never  saw  an  Englishman  who  loved 
a  dry-lipped  bargain.' 

'I  can  scarce  believe  this  news,'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford. 
'If  this  Edward  were  content  to  cross  the  sea  with  fifty 
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thoiUKiDd  Engliahmen  merely  to  xetum  again*  there  are  in 
his  oamp  bo&  proud  nobles  and  haughty  oonunons  enough 
to  resist  his  disgraceful  purpose.' 

'  The  money  of  Louis,'  said  the  statesman,  '  has  found  noble 
hands  willing  to  clutch  it.  The  wine  of  France  has  flooded 
every  throat  in  the  English  army;  the  riot  and  uproar  was 
unbounded ;  and  at  one  time  the  town  of  Amiens,  where  Louis 
himself  resided,  was  full  of  so  many  EngUsh  archers,  all  of 
them  intoxicated,  that  the  person  of  the  King  of  France  was 
almost  in  their  hands.  Their  sense  of  national  honour  has 
been  lost  in  the  uniyersal  revel,  and  those  amongst  them  who 
would  be  more  dignified,  and  play  the  wise  politicians,  say  that, 
having  come  to  France  by  connivance  of  the  Duke  of  Bur* 
gundy,  and  that  prince  having  failed  to  join  them  with  his 
forces,  they  have  done  well,  wisely,  and  gallantly,  considering 
the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
quarters,  to  take  tribute  of  France^  and  return  home  in 
triumph.' 

'And  leave  Louis,'  said  Oxford,  'at  undisturbed  freedom  to 
attack  Burgundy  with  all  his  forces  f ' 

'  Not  so,  friend  Philipson,'  said  Duke  Charles ;  '  know,  that 
there  is  a  truce  betwixt  Burgundy  and  France  for  the  space  of 
seven  years,  and  had  not  this  been  granted  and  signed,  it  is 
probaUe  that  we  might  have  found  some  means  of  marring  the 
treaty  betwixt  Edward  and  Louis,  even  at  the  expense  of 
afibrding  those  voracious  islanders  beef  and  beer  during  the 
winter  months.  Sir  chancellor,  you  may  leave  us,  but  be 
within  reach  of  a  hasty  summons.' 

When  his  minister  left  the  pavilion,  the  Duke,  who  with  his 
rude  and  imperious  character  united  much  kindness,  if  it  could 
not  be  termed  generosity,  of  disposition,  came  up  to  the  Lan- 
castrian lord,  who  stood  like  one  at  whose  feet  a  thunderbolt 
has  just  broken,  and  who  is  still  appalled  by  the  terrors  of  the 
shod£. 

'  My  poor  Oxford,'  he  said,  Hhou  art  stupified  by  this  newi% 
which  thou  canst  not  doubt  must  have  a  fatal  efiect  on  the 
plan  which  thy  brave  bosom  cherishes  with  such  devoted 
fidelity.  I  would  for  thy  sake  I  could  have  detained  the 
English  a  little  longer  in  France ;  but  had  I  attempted  to  do 
BO^  there  were  an  end  of  my  truce  with  Louis,  and  of  course  to 
my  power  to  chastise  these  paltry  cantons,  or  send  forth  an 
expedition  to  England.  As  matters  stand,  give  me  but  a  week 
to  punish  these  mountaineere,  and  you  shall  have  a  hunger  forte 
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than  your  modesty  has  requested  of  me  for  your  enterprise ; 
and,  in  the  meanwhile,  I  will  take  care  that  Blackburn  and 
his  cousin-archers  have  no  assistance  of  shipping  from  Flanders. 
Tush,  man,  never  fear  it — ^thou  wilt  be  in  England  long  ere 
they;  and,  once  more,  rely  on  my  assistance-^always,  thou 
knowest,  tiie  cession  of  Provence  being  executed,  as  in  reason. 
Our  cousin  Maigaret's  diamonds  we  must  keep  for  a  time ;  and 
periiaps  they  may  pass  as  a  pledge,  with  some  of  our  own,  for 
the  godly  purpose  of  setting  at  freedom  the  imprisoned  angels 
of  our  Flemish  usurers,  who  will  not  lend  even  to  their 
sovereign,  unless  on  good  current  security.  To  such  straits 
has  the  disobedient  avarice  of  our  Estates  for  the  moment 
reduced  us.' 

'Alas!  my  lord,'  said  the  dejected  nobleman,  'I  were 
ungrateful  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  your  good  intentions. 
But  who  can  presume  on  the  events  (k  war,  especially  when 
time  presses  for  instant  decision!  You  are  pleased  to  trust 
me.  Let  your  Highness  extend  your  confidence  thus  far:  I 
will  take  my  horse,  and  ride  after  the  T<andamman,  if  he  hath 
already  set  forth.  I  have  little  doubt  to  make  such  an  ac- 
commodation with  him  that  you  may  be  secure  on  all  your 
south-eastern  frontiers.  You  may  then  with  security  work 
your  will  in  Lorraine  and  Provence.' 

'Do  not  speak  of  it^'  said  the  Duke,  sharply ;  'thou  forget'st 
thyself  and  me,  when  thou  supposest  that  a  prince  who  has 
pledged  his  word  to  his  people  can  recall  it  like  a  merchant 
chaffering  for  his  paltry  wares.  Oo  to — we  will  assist  you, 
but  we  will  be  ourselves  judge  of  the  tame  and  manner.  Yet» 
having  both  kind  will  to  our  'distressed  cousin  of  Anjou  and 
being  your  good  friend,  we  wiU  not  linger  in  the  matter. 
Our  host  have  orders  to  break  up  this  evening  and  direct  their 
march  against  Neuf chatel,  where  these  proud  Swiss  shall  have 
a  taste  of  the  fire  and  sword  which  they  have  provoked.' 

Oxford  sighed  deeply,  but  made  no  farther  remonstrance, 
in  which  he  acted  wisely,  since  it  was  likely  to  have  exasperated 
the  fiery  temper  of  the  sovereign  to  whom  it  was  addressed, 
while  it  was  certain  that  it  would  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
alter  his  resolution. 

He  took  farewell  of  the  Duke,  and  returned  to  Colvin, 
whom  he  found  inunersed  in  the  business  of  his  department, 
and  preparii^  for  the  removal  of  the  artillery — an  operation 
which  the  clumsiness  of  the  ordnance  and  the  execrable  state 
of  the  roads  rendered  at  that  time  a  much  more  troublesome 
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operatioD  thaa  at  present,  though  it  is  eyen  still  one  of  the 
most  laborious  movements  attending  the  march  of  an  anny. 
The  master  of  the  ordnance  welcomed  Oxford  with  much  glee^ 
and  congratulated  himself  on  the  distinguished  honour  of 
enjoying  his  company  during  the  campaign,  and  acquainted  him 
that,  by  the  especial  command  of  the  Duke,  he  had  made  fitting 
preparations  for  his  acconmiodation,  suitable  to  the  disguised 
chajfacter  which  he  meant  to  maintain,  but  in  eveiy  other 
respect  as  conyenient  as  a  camp  could  admit  of. 
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A  mirtliftil  man  he  was — the  snows  of  age 
Fell,  but  they  did  not  chill  him.    Gaiety, 
Eyen  in  life's  doling  tonoh'd  his  teeming  brain 
With  snch  wild  yisions  as  the  setting  son 
Baises  in  front  of  some  hoar  glacier. 
Painting  the  bleak  ice  with  a  thousand  hues. 

Old  Play. 

Lhavinq  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in  attendance  on  the  stabbom 
Dnke  of  Burgundy  during  an  expedition  which  the  one  repre- 
sented as  a  brief  excursion,  more  resembling  a  hunting-party 
than  a  campaign,  and  whicdi  the  other  considered  in  a  much 
graver  and  more  perilous'  light»  we  return  to  Arthur  de  Yere, 
or  the  younger  Philipson,  as  he  continued  to  be  called,  who 
was  conducted  by  his  guide  with  fidelity  and  success,  but 
certainly  very  slowly,  upon  his  journey  into  Provence. 

The  state  of  Lomdne,  overrun  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's 
anny,  and  infested  at  the  same  time  by  different  scatterad 
bands,  who  took  the  field  or  held  out  the  castles,  as  they 
aUeged,  for  the  interest  of  Cknmt  Ferrand  de  Yaudenion^ 
rendered  journeying  so  dangerous,  that  it  was  often  necessaxy 
to  leave  the  main  road  and  to  take  circuitous  tracks,  in  order 
to  avoid  such  unfriendly  encounters  as  travellers  might  others 
wise  have  met  with. 

Arthur,  taught  by  sad  experience  to  distrust  strange  guides, 
found  himself,  nevertheless,  in  this  eventful  and  perilous  jour- 
ney, disposed  to  rest  considerable  confidence  in  his  present 
conductor,  Thiebault,  a  Provencal  by  birth,  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  roads  which  they  took,  and,  as  far  as  he 
could  judge,  disposed  to  discharge  his  office  with  fidelity. 
Prudence  alike,  and  the  habits  which  he  had  acquired  in 
travelling,  as  well  as  the  character  of  a  merchant  which  he  still 
sustained,  induced  him  to  wave  the  moryu^  or  haughty  superi- 
ority of  a  knight  and  noble  towards  an  inferior  personage, 
especially  as  he  rightly  conjectured  that  free  interooune  with 
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this  man,  whose  aoquirements  seemed  of  a  superior  cast^  was 
likely  to  render  him  a  judge  of  his  opinions  and  disposition 
towflutds  him.  In  return  for  his  condescension,  he  obtained  a 
good  deal  of  information  concerning  the  proTince  which  he  was 
approaching. 

As  they  drew  near  the  boundaries  of  ProTence,  the  com- 
munications of  Thiebault  became  more  fluent  and  interesting. 
He  could  not  only  tell  the  name  and  history  of  each  romantic 
castle  which  they  passed  in  their  devious  and  doubtful  route, 
but  had  at  his  command  the  cluTalrous  history  of  the  noble 
knights  and  barons  to  whom  they  now  pertained,  or  had 
belonged  in  earlier  days,  and  could  recount  their  exploits 
against  the  Saracens  by  repelling  their  attacks  upon  Ghnsten- 
dom,  or  their  efibrts  to  recover  the  Holy  Sepidchie  from  pagan 
hands.  In  the  course  of  such  narrations,  Thiebault  was  led  to 
speak  of  the  troubadours,  a  race  of  native  poets  of  Provencal 
origin,  differing  widely  from  the  minstrels  of  Normandy  and 
the  adjacent  provinces  of  France,  with  whose  tales  of  chivalry, 
as  well  as  tiie  nimierous  translations  of  their  works  into 
Norman-French  and  English,  Arthur,  like  most  of  the  noble 
youth  of  his  country,  was  intimately  acquainted  and  deeply 
embued.  Thiebault  boasted  that  his  grandsire,  of  humble 
birth  indeed,  but  of  distinguished  talent,  was  one  of  this  gifted 
race,  whose  compositions  produced  so  great  an  effect  on  the 
temper  and  manners  of  their  age  and  coimtry.  It  was,  how- 
ever, to  be  regretted  that»  inculcating  as  the  prime  duty  of  life 
a  fantastic  spirit  of  gallantry,  which  sometimes  croosed  the 
Platonic  bound  prescribed  to  it^  the  poetry  of  the  troubadours  * 
was  too  frequently  used  to  so^n  and  seduce  the  heart  and 
corrupt  the  principles. 

Arthur's  attention  was  called  to  this  peculiarity  by  Thie- 
bault singing,  which  he  could  do  with  good  skill,  the  history  of 
a  troubadour  named  William  Gabestaing,  who  loved,  jpar  amcursy 
a  noble  and  beautiful  lady,  Margaret,  Uie  wife  of  a  baron  called 
Baymond  de  Roussillon.  The  jealous  husband  obtained  proof 
of  his  dishonour,  and  having  put  Gabestaing  to  death  by  assas- 
sination, he  took  his  heart  from  his  bosom,  and,  causing  it  to 
be  dressed  like  that  of  an  animal,  ordered  it  to  be  served  up  to 
his  lady ;  and  when  she  had  eaten  of  the  horrible  mess,  told  her 
of  what  her  banquet  was  composed.  The  lady  replied  that» 
since  she  had  been  made  to  partake  of  food  so  precious,  no 
coarser  morsel  should  ever  after  cross  her  lips.    Stke  persLsted 
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in  her  resolution,  and  thmt  starred  herself  to  death.  The 
trouhadour  who  celebrated  this  tragic  history  had  displayed  in 
his  composition  a  good  deal  of  poetic  art.  Glossing  oyer  the 
error  of  the  loyers  as  the  fault  of  their  destiny,  dwelling  on 
their  tragical  fate  with  considerable  pathos,  and  finally  execrat- 
ing the  blind  fury  of  the  husband  with  the  full  fervour  of 
poetical  indignation,  he  recorded,  with  vindiotiTe  pleasure,  how 
eveiy  bold  knight  and  tnie  loTcr  in  the  south  of  France 
assembled  to  besiege  the  baron's  castle,  stormed  it  by  main 
f oroe^  left  not  one  stone  upcm  another,  and  put  the  tyrant  him- 
self to  an  ignominious  death.  Arthur  was  interested  in  the 
melancholy  tale,  which  even  beguiled  him  of  a  few  tears ;  but 
as  he  thought  further  on  its  purport,  he  dried  his  eyes,  and 
said,  with  some  sternness — '  Thiebault,  sing  me  no  more  such 
lays.  I  have  heard  my  father  say  that  the  readiest  mode  to 
corrupt  a  Christian  man  is  to  bestow  upon  vice  the  pity  and 
the  praise  which  are  due  only  to  virtue.  Your  Baron  of  Bona- 
sillon  is  a  monster  of  cruelty;  but  your  unfortunate  lovers 
were  not  the  less  guilty.  It  is  by  giving  fair  names  to  foul 
actionB  that  those  who  would  start  at  real  vice  are  led  to 
practise  its  lessons,  under  the  disguise  of  virtue.' 

*  I  would  you  Imew,  signior,'  answered  Thiebault,  'that  this 
Lay  of  Caheitaing  and  the  Lady  Marga/ret  of  BouuMon  is 
reckoned  a  masterpiece  of  the  joyous  science.  Fie,  sir,  you 
are  too  young  to  be  so  strict  a  censor  of  morals.  What  will 
you  do  when  your  head  is  grey,  if  you  are  thus  severe  when  it 
is  scarcely  brownf ' 

'A  head  which  listens  to  folly  in  youth  will  hardly  be 
honourable  in  old  age^'  answered  Arthur. 

Thiebault  had  no  mind  to  carry  the  dispute  farther. 

'It  is  not  for  me  to  contend  with  your  worship.  I  only 
think,  with  every  true  son  of  chivalry  arid  song,  that  a  knight 
without  a  mistress  is  like  a  sky  without  a  star.' 

'Do  I  not  know  thatf  answered  Arthur;  'but  yet  better 
remain  in  darkness  than  be  guided  by  such  fake  lights  as 
shower  down  vice  and  pestilence.' 

'  Nay,  it  may  be  your  seignorie  is  right,'  answered  the  guide. 
'It  is  certain,  that  even  in  Provence  here  we  have  lost  much 
of  our  keen  judgment  on  matters  of  love — its  difficulties,  its 
intricacies,  and  its  errors,  since  the  troubadours  are  no  longer 
regarded  as  usual,  and  since  the  High  and  Noble  Parliament  of 
Love  *  has  ceased  to  hold  its  sittings. 

•See  Note  0. 
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<  But  in  these  latter  days,'  continued  the  Pioren^al,  *  kingSi 
dukes,  and  soyeieigns,  instead  of  being  the  foremost  and  most 
faithful  vassals  of  the  oourt  of  Cupid,  are  themselyes  the  slaves 
of  selfishness  and  love  of  gain.  Instead  of  winning  hearts  by 
breaking  lanoes  in  the  lists,  they  are  breaking  the  hearts  of 
their  impoverished  vassals  by  the  most  cruel  exactions ;  instead 
of  attempting  to  deserve  the  smile  and  favours  of  their  lady- 
loves, they  are  meditating  how  to  steal  castles,  towns,  and  pro- 
vinces from  their  neighbours.  But  long  life  to  the  good  and 
venerable  King  Ben^  1  While  he  has  an  acre  of  land  left,  his 
residence  will  be  the  resort  of  valiant  knights^  whose  only  aim 
is  praise  in  arms,  of  true  lovers  who  are  persecuted  by  fortune^ 
and  of  high-toned  harpers,  who  know  how  to  celebrate  faith  and 
valour.' 

Arthur,  interested  in  learning  something  more  precise  than 
common  fame  had  taught  him  on  the  subject  of  this  prince^ 
easily  induced  the  ta&ative  Proven9al  to  enlarge  upon  the 
virtues  of  his  old  sovereign's  character,  as  just,  joyous,  and 
debonair,  a  friend  to  the  most  noble  exercises  of  the  chase  and 
the  tilt-yard,  and  still  more  so  to  the  joyous  science  of  poetiy 
and  music ;  who  gave  away  more  revenue  than  he  received,  in 
largesses  to  knights-errant  and  itinerant  musicians,  with  whom 
his  petty  court  was  crowded,  as  one  of  the  very  few  in  which 
the  ancient  hospitality  was  still  maintained. 

Such  was  the  picture  which  Thiebault  drew  of  the  last 
minstrel  monarch ;  and  though  the  eulogium  was  exaggerated, 
perhaps  the  facts  were  not  overcharged. 

Bom  of  royal  parentage,  and  with  high  pretensions,  BenA 
had  at  no  period  of  his  life  been  able  to  match  his  fortunes  to 
his  claims.  Of  the  kingdoms  to  which  he  asserted  right,  nothing 
remained  in  his  possessicm  but  the  county  of  Provence  itself, 
a  fair  and  friendly  principality,  but  diminished  by  the  many 
claims  which  France  had  acquired  upon  portions  of  it  by  ad- 
vances of  money  to  supply  the  personal  expenses  of  its  master, 
and  by  other  portions  which  Burgundy,  to  whom  Ben^  had 
been  a  prisoner,  held  in  pledge  for  his  ransom.  In  his  youth 
he  engl^g;ed  in  more  than  one  military  enterprise,  in  the  hope 
of  attaming  some  part  of  the  territory  of  which  he  was  styled 
sovereign.  His  courage  is  not  impeached,  but  fortune  did  not 
smile  on  his  military  adventures ;  and  he  seems  at  last  to  have 
become  sensible  that  the  power  of  admiring  and  celebrating 
warlike  merit  is  very  dififerent  from  possessing  that  quality. 
In  fact>  Ben^  was  a  prince  of  very  moderate  parts,  endowed 
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with  a  loTO  of  the  fine  arts,  which  he  carried  to  extremity,  and 
a  degree  of  good-humour  which  neyer  permitted  him  to  repine 
at  fortune,  but  rendered  its  poBseaaor  happy,  when  a  prince  of 
keener  feelings  would  have  died  of  despair.  This  insouciant, 
light-tempered,  gay,  and  thoughtless  disposition  conducted 
Ben^  free  from  M  the  passions  which  embitter  life,  and  often 
shorten  it^  to  a  hale  and  mirthful  old  age.  Even  domestio 
losses,  which  often  affect  those  who  are  proof  against  mere 
rererses  of  fortune,  made  no  deep  impression  on  the  feelings 
of  this  cheerful  old  monarch.  Most  of  his  children  had  died 
young ;  Ren^  took  it  not  to  heart  His  daughter  Maigarefs 
marriage  with  the  powerful  Henry  of  England  was  considered 
a  connexion  much  above  the  fortunes  of  the  King  of  the  Trou- 
badours. But  in  the  issue,  instead  of  Ren^  deriving  any 
splendour  from  the  match,  he  was  involved  in  the  misfortunes 
of  his  daughter,  and  repeatedly  obliged  to  impoverish  himself 
to  supply  her  ransom.  Perhaps  in  his  private  soul  the  old 
king  did  not  think  these  losses  so  mortifying  as  the  neoessi^ 
ci  receiving  Margaret  into  his  court  and  family.  On  fire  when 
reflecting  on  the  losses  she  had  sustained,  mourning  over  friends 
slain  and  kingdoms  lost,  the  proudest  and  most  passionate  of 
princesses  was  ill  suited  to  dwell  with  the  gayest  and  best- 
humoured  of  sovereigns,  whose  pursuits  she  contemned,  and 
whose  lightness  of  temper,  for  finding  comfort  in  such  trifles, 
she  could  not  forgive.  The  discomfort  attached  to  her  presence 
and  vindictive  recollections  embarrassed  the  good-humoured 
old  monarch,  though  it  was  unable  to  drive  him  beyond  hia 
equanimity. 

Another  distress  pressed  him  more  sorely.  Yolande,  a 
daughter  of  his  first  wife,  Isabella,  had  succeeded  to  his  claims 
upon  the  duchy  of  Lorraine,  and  transmitted  them  to  her  sc«i, 
Ferrand  Count  of  Yaudemont^  a  young  man  of  courage  and 
spirit,  engaged  at  this  time  in  the  apparently  desperate  under- 
taking of  making  his  title  good  against  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
who,  with  little  right  but  great  power,  was  seising  upon  and 
overrunning  this  rich  duchy,  which  he  laid  claim  to  as  a  male 
fief.  And  to  conclude,  while  the  aged  king  on  one  side  beheld 
his  dethroned  daughter  in  hopeless  despair,  and  on  the  other 
his  disinherited  grandson  in  vain  attempting  to  recover  part 
of  their  rights,  he  had  the  additional  misfortune  to  know  that 
his  nephew,  Louis  of  Fiance,  and  his  cousin,  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, were  secretly  contending  which  should  succeed  him  in 
that  portion  of  Provence  which  he  still  continued  to  possess, 
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and  that  it  was  only  jealousy  of  each  other  which  prevented 
his  being  despoiled  of  this  last  remnant  of  his  territory.  Yet, 
amid  all  this  distress,  Ben^  feasted  and  received  guests,  danced, 
sung,  ccnnposed  poetry,  used  the  pencil  or  brush  with  no  small 
skill,  devised  and  conducted  festivals  and  processions,  and  study- 
ing to  promote,  as  far  as  possible,  the  immediate  mirth  and 
good-humour  of  his  subjects,  if  he  could  not  materially  enlarge 
their  more  permanent  prosperity,  was  never  mentioned  by  them 
excepting  as  Lt  hon  Bci  Beni^  a  distinction  conferred  on  him 
down  to  the  present  day,  and  due  to  him  certainly  by  the 
qualities  of  his  heart,  if  not  by  those  of  his  head. 

Whilst  Arthur  was  receiving  from  his  guide  a  full  account 
of  the  peculiarities  of  King  R^4»  they  entered  the  territories 
of  that  menry  monarch.  It  was  late  in  the  autumn,  and  about 
the  period  when  the  south-eastern  counties  of  France  rather 
show  to  least  advantage.  The  foliage  of  the  olive-tree  is  then 
decayed  and  withered,  and  as  it  predominates  in  the  landscape, 
and  resembles  the  scorched  complexion  of  the  soil  itself,  an 
ashen  and  arid  hue  is  given  to  the  whole.  Still,  however,  there 
were  scenes  in  the  hilly  and  pastoral  parts  of  the  country  where 
the  quantity  of  evergreens  relieved  Uie  eye  even  in  this  dead 
season. 

The  appearance  of  the  country,  in  general,  had  much  in  it 
that  was  peculiar. 

The  travellers  perceived  at  every  turn  some  marks  of  the 
King's  singular  Gharaeter.  Provence,  as  the  part  of  Gaul  which 
first  received  Boman  civilisation,  and  as  having  been  still  longer 
the  residence  of  the  Qredan  colony  who  founded  Marseilles,  is 
more  full  of  the  splendid  relics  of  ancient  architecture  than 
any  other  country  in  Europe,  Italy  and  Greece  excepted.  The 
good  taste  of  the  King  i^ii6  had  dictated  some  attempts  to 
dear  out  and  to  restore  these  memorials  of  antiquity.  Was 
there  a  triumphal  arch  or  an  ancient  temple — huts  and  hovels 
were  cleared  away  from  its  vicinity,  and  means  were  used  at 
least  to  retard  the  approach  of  ruin.  Was  there  a  marble 
fountain,  which  superstition  had  dedicated  to  some  sequestered 
naiad — ^itwas  surrounded  by  olives,  almond,  and  orange  trees; 
its  cistern  was  repaired,  and  taught  once  more  to  retain  its 
crystal  treasures.  The  huge  amphitheatres  and  gigantic  colon- 
nades experienced  the  same  anxious  care,  attesting  that  the 
noblest  specimens  of  the  fine  arts  found  one  admirer  and  pre- 
server in  King  Ren^,  even  during  the  course  of  those  which 
are  termed  the  dark  and  barbarous  ages. 
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A  ohange  of  mannera  could  also  be  observed  in  passing 
from  Burgundy  and  Lorraine,  where  society  relished  of  German 
bluntaess,  into  the  pastoral  countiy  of  Proyenoe,  where  the 
influence  of  a  fine  climate  and  melodious  lang^uage,  joined  to  the 
pursuits  of  the  romantic  old  monarch,  with  the  uniTersal  taste 
for  music  and  poetry,  had  introduced  a  dyilisation  of  manners 
which  approached  to  affectation.  The  shepherd  literally  marched 
abroad  in  the  morning,  piping  his  flocks  forth  to  the  pasture 
with  some  love  sonnet,  the  composition  of  an  amorous  trouba- 
dour; and  his  'fleecy  care'  seemed  actually  to  be  under  the 
influence  of  his  music,  instead  of  being  ungraciously  insensible 
to  its  melody,  as  is  the  case  in  colder  climates.  Arthur  obeerfed, 
too,  that  the  Proyen9al  sheep,  instead  of  being  driyen  before  the 
shepherd,  regularly  followed  him,  and  did  not  disperse  to  feed 
until  the  swain,  by  turning  his  face  round  to  them,  remaining 
stationary,  and  executing  yariations  on  the  air  which  he  was 
playing^  seemed  to  remind  them  that  it  was  proper  to  do  so. 
While  in  motion,  his  huge  dog,  of  a  species  which  is  trained  to 
£soe  the  wolf,  and  who  is  respected  by  the  sheep  as  their 
guardian,  and  not  feared  as  their  tyrant,  followed  his  master 
with  his  ears  pricked,  like  the  chief  critic  and  prime  judge  of 
the  performance,  at  some  tones  of  which  he  seldom  fail^  to 
intimate  disapprobation ;  while  the  flock,  like  the  generality  of 
an  audience,  followed  in  unanimous  though  silent  applause.  At 
the  hour  of  noon,  the  shepherd  had  sometimes  acquired  an 
augmentation  to  his  audience,  in  some  comely  matron  or  bloom* 
ing  maiden,  with  whom  he  had  rendeayoused  by  such  a  fountain  as 
we  haye  described,  and  who  listened  to  the  husband's  or  loyer^s 
ckalumaaiHf  or  mingled  her  yoice  with  his  in  the  duets  of  which 
the  songs  of  the  troubadours  haye  left  so  many  examples.  In 
the  cool  of  the  eyening,  the  dance  on  the  yillage  green,  or  the 
concert  before  the  hamlet  door,  the  little  repast  of  fruits,  cheese, 
and  bread,  which  the  trayeller  was  readily  invited  to  fslxm,  gave 
new  charms  to  the  illusion,  and  seemed  in  earnest  to  point  out 
Proyence  as  the  Arcadia  of  France. 

But  the  greatest  singularity  was,  in  the  eyes  of  Arthur,  the 
total  absence  of  armed  men  and  soldiers  in  this  peaceful  country. 
In  England,  no  man  stirred  without  his  long-bow,  sword,  and 
buckler.  In  France,  the  hind  wore  armour  even  when  he  was 
betwixt  the  stilts  of  his  plough.  In  Germany,  you  could  not 
look  along  a  mile  of  highway,  but  the  eve  was  encountered  by 
clouds  of  dust,  out  of  which  were  seen,  by  fits,  waving  feathers 
and  flashing  armour.     Even  in  Switierland,  the  peasant,  if  he 
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had  a  journey  to  make,  though  but  of  a  mile  or  two^  oaved  not 
to  travel  without  his  halbeid  and  two-handed  sword.  But  in 
Provence  all  seemed  quiet  and  peaceful,  as  if  the  music  of  the 
land  had  lulled  to  sleep  all  its  wrathful  passions.  Now  and 
then  a  mounted  cavalier  might  pass  them,  the  harp  at  whose 
saddle-bow,  or  carried  by  one  of  his  attendants,  attested  the 
chaiaoter  of  a  troubadour,  which  was  affected  by  men  of  all 
ranks ;  and  then  only  a  short  sword  on  his  left  thigh,  borne  for 
show  rather  than  use,  was  a  necessary  and  appropriate  part  of 
his  equipment 

'Peace,'  said  Arthur,  as  he  looked  around  him,  'is  an  in^  |    ^  ^a  v 
estimable  jewel ;  but  it  wUl  be  soon  snatched  from  those  who 
are  not  prepared  with  heart  and  hand  to  defend  it.' 

The  sight  of  the  ancient  and  interesting  town  of  Aix,  where 
King  Ren^  held  his  court,  dispelled  reflections  of  a  general 
character,  and  recalled  to  the  young  Englishman  the  peculiar 
mission  on  which  he  was  engaged. 

He  then  required  to  know  from  the  Proven9al  Thiebault, 
whether  his  instructions  were  to  leave  him,  now  that  he  had 
successfully  attained  the  end  of  his  journey. 

'Mv  instructions,'  answered  Thiebault,  *are  to  remain  in 
Aix  while  there  is  any  chance  of  your  seignorie's  continuing 
there,  to  be  of  such  use  to  you  as  you  may  require,  either  as  a 
guide  or  an  attendant,  and  to  keep  these  men  in  readiness  to 
wait  upon  you  when  you  have  occasion  for  messengers  or 
guards.  With  your  approbation,  I  will  see  them  disposed  of 
in  fitting  quarters,  and  receive  my  &rther  instructions  from 
your  seignorie  wherever  you  please  to  appoint  me.  I  propose 
this  separation,  because  I  understand  it  is  your  present  pleasure 
to  be  private.' 

'  I  must  go  to  court,'  answered  Arthur,  *  without  any  delay. 
Wait  for  me  in  half  an  hour  by  that  fountain  in  the  street^ 
which  projects  into  the  air  such  a  magnificent  pillar  of  water, 
surrounded,  I  would  almost  swear,  by  a  vapour-like  steam,  serv- 
ing as  a  shroud  to  the  jet  which  it  envelopes.' 

'  The  jet  is  so  surrounded,'  answered  the  Provencal,  *  because 
it  is  supplied  by  a  hot  spring  rising  from  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  and  the  touch  of  frost  on  this  autumn  morning  makes 
the  vapour  more  distinguishable  than  usual.  But  if  it  is  good 
King  Ren6  whom  you  seek,  you  will  find  him  at  this  time 
walking  in  his  chimney.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  approaching  him, 
for  there  never  was  a  monarch  so  easy  of  access,  especially  to 
good-looking  strangers  like  your  seignorie.' 
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'  But  his  uflheni'  said  Arthur,  *  will  not  admit  me  into  his 
hall.' 

'His  haU  I'  repeated  Thiebault.     'Whose  halir 

'Why,  King  Bend's,  I  apprehend.  If  he  is  walking  in  a 
chimney,  it  can  only  be  in  that  of  his  hall,  and  a  stately  one  it 
must  be  to  give  him  room  for  such  exercise.' 

'You  mistake  my  meaning,'  said  the  guide,  laughing. 
'  What  we  call  King  Rent's  chimney  is  the  narrow  parapet 
yonder;  it  extends  between  these  two  towersi  has  an  exposure 
to  the  south,  and  is  sheltered  in  evety  other  direction.  Yonder 
it  is  his  pleasure  to  walk  and  enjoy  the  beams  of  the  sun,  on 
such  cool  mornings  as  the  present.  It  nurses,  he  says,  his 
poetical  vein.  If  you  approach  his  promenade  he  will  readily 
speak  to  you,  unless,  indeed,  he  is  in  the  very  act  of  a  poetical 
composition.' 

Arthur  could  not  forbear  smiling  at  the  thoughts  of  a  king, 
eighty  years  of  age,  broken  down  with  misfortunes  and  beset 
with  dimgers,  who  yet  amused  himself  with  walking  on  an  open 
parapet^  and  composing  poetxy  in  presence  of  all  such  of  hm 
loving  subjects  as  chose  to  look  on. 

'If  you  will  walk  a  few  steps  this  way,' said  Thiebault,  'you 
may  see  the  good  king,  and  judge  whether  or  not  you  will 
accost  him  at  present.  I  will  dispose  of  the  people,  and  await 
your  orders  at  the  fountain  in  the  corso.' 

Arthur  saw  no  objection  to  the  proposal  of  his  guide,  and 
was  not  imwilling  to  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  something 
of  the  good  King  Ben4  before  he  was  intioduoed  to  his 
presence. 


CHAPTER  XXX 

At,  this  is  he  who  wean  the  wreath  of  bays 

WoTe  by  Apollo  and  the  Sisten  Nine, 

Which  Joye^B  dread  lifhtning  scathes  not.    He  hath  doft 

The  cmnbrons  helm  of  steel,  and  flung  aside 

The  vet  more  galling  diadem  of  flold ; 

While,  with  aleafy  circlet  ronna  his  brows, 

He  reigns  the  king  of  lovers  and  of  poets. 

A  CAUTiouB  approach  to  the  chimney,  that  is,  the  favourite 
walk  of  the  King,  who  is  described  bj  Shakspeare  as  bearing 

The  s^le  of  Einff  of  Naples, 
Of  both  the  Sicilies,  ana  Jerosalem, 
Yet  not  so  wealthy  as  an  BngUsh  yeoman, 

gave  Arthur  the  perfect  survey  of  his  Majesty  in  person.  He 
saw  an  old  man,  with  locks  and  beard  which,  in  amplitude  and 
whiteness,  nearly  rivalled  those  of  the  envoy  from  Schwyts,  but 
with  a  fresh  and  ruddy  colour  in  his  cheek,  and  an  eye  of  great 
vivacity.  His  dress  was  showy  to  a  degree  almost  inconsistent 
with  his  years ;  and  his  step^  not  only  firm  but  full  of  alert- 
ness and  vivacity,  while  occupied  in  traversing  the  short  and 
sheltered  walk,  which  he  had  chosen  rather  for  comfort  than 
for  privacy,  i^owed  juvenile  vigour  still  animating  an  aged 
frame.  Tlie  old  king  carried  his  tablets  and  a  pencil  in  his 
hand,  seeming  totally  abstracted  in  his  own  thoughts,  and  in- 
different to  being  observed  by  several  persons  from  the  public 
street  beneath  his  elevated  promenade. 

Of  these,  some,  from  their  dress  and  manner,  seemed  them- 
selves troubadours;  for  they  held  in  their  hands  rebecks, 
rotes,  small  portable  harps,  and  other  indications  of  their  pro- 
fession. Such  appeared  to  be  stationary,  as  if  engaged  in 
observing  and  recording  their  remarks  on  the  meditations  of 
their  prince.  Other  passengers,  bent  on  their  own  more 
serious  affidrs,  looked  up  to  the  King  as  to  some  one  whom 
they  were  accustomed  to  see  daily,  but  never  passed  without 
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doffing  their  bonnets,  and  expressing,  by  a  suitable  obeisance, 
a  respect  and  a£fection  towai^  his  person  which  appeared  to 
make  up  in  cordiality  of  feeling  what  it  wanted  in  deep  and 
solemn  deference. 

Ren^  in  the  meanwhile,  was  apparently  unconscious  both 
of  the  gase  of  such  as  stood  still  or  the  greeting  of  those  who 
passed  on,  his  mind  seeming  altogether  engrossed  with  the 
apparent  labour  of  some  aiduous  task  in  poetry  or  music. 
He  walked  fast  or  slow  as  best  suited  the  progress  of  composi- 
tion. At  times  he  stopped  to  mark  hastily  down  on  lus  tablets 
something  which  seemed  to  occur  to  him  as  deserving  of  pre- 
servation ;  at  other  times  he  dashed  out  what  he  had  written, 
and  flung  down  the  pencil  as  if  in  a  sort  of  despair.  On  these 
occasions,  the  Sibylline  leaf  was  carefully  picked  up  by  a  beauti- 
ful page,  his  only  attendant,  who  reverently  observed  the  first 
suitable  opportunity  of  restoring  it  again  to  his  royal  hand. 
The  same  youth  bore  a  viol,  on  which,  at  a  signal  from  his 
master,  he  oocacdonally  struck  a  few  musical  notes,  to  which  the 
old  king  listened,  now  with  a  soothed  and  satisfied  air,  now 
with  a  discontented  and  anxious  brow.  At  times  his  enthusi- 
asm rose  so  high  that  he  even  hopped  and  skipped,  with  an 
activity  which  his  years  did  not  promise ;  at  other  times  his 
motions  were  extremely  slow,  and  occasionally  he  stood  still, 
like  one  wrapped  in  the  deepest  and  most  anxious  meditation. 
When  he  chanced  to  look  on  the  group  which  seemed  to  watch 
his  motions,  and  who  ventured  even  to  salute  him  with  a  mur- 
mur of  applause,  it  was  only  to  distinguish  them  with  a  friendly 
and  good-humoured  nod — a  salutation  with  which,  likewise^  he 
failed  not  to  reply  to  the  greeting  of  the  occasional  passengers, 
when  his  earnest  attention  to  his  task,  whatever  it  might  be^ 
permitted  him  to  observe  them. 

At  length  the  royal  eye  lighted  upon  Arthur,  whose  attitude 
of  silent  observation,  and  the  distinction  of  his  figure,  pointed 
him  out  as  a  stranger.  Beni  beckoned  to  his  page^  who^  re- 
ceiving his  master's  commands  in  a  whisper,  descended  from 
the  royal  chimney  to  the  broader  platform  beneath,  which  was 
open  to  genera]  resort.  The  youth,  addressing  Arthur  with 
much  courtesy,  informed  him  the  King  desired  to  speak  with 
him.  The  young  Englishman  had  no  alternative  but  that  of 
approaching,  though  pondering  much  in  his  own  mind  how  he 
ought  to  comport  himself  towards  such  a  singular  specimen  of 
royalty. 

When  he  drew  near,  King  Ken4  addressed  him  in  a  tone  of 
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oourteoy  not  ummngled  wiih  dignity,  and  Arf^hur^s  awe  in  his 
immediate  presenoe  was  greater  than  he  himself  could  have  an- 
tidpated  frcHn  his  previous  ocmoeption  of  the  royal  character. 

*Toa  are,  from  your  appearance,  fair  sir,'  said  King  Ben^ 
'  a  stranger  in  this  country.  By  what  name  must  we  call  you, 
and  to  what  business  are  we  to  ascribe  the  happiness  of  seeing 
you  at  our  court  r 

Arthur  remained  a  moment  silent,  and  the  good  old  man, 
imputing  it  to  awe  and  timidity,  proceeded  in  an  encouraging 
tone. 

'Modesty  in  youth  is  ever  oonmiendable :  you  are  doubtless 
on  acolyte  in  the  noble  and  joyous  science  of  minstrelsy  and 
musics  drawn  hither  by  the  willing  welcome  which  we  afford  to 
the  professors  of  those  arts,  in  which — upraise  be  to  Our  Lady  and 
the  saints ! — ^we  have  ourself  been  deemed  a  proficient' 

'  I  do  not  aspire  to  the  honours  of  a  troubadour,'  answered 
Arthur. 

*  I  beUeve  you,'  answered  the  King,  '  for  your  speech  smacks 
of  the  northern,  or  Norman,  French,  such  as  is  spoken  in  Eng- 
land and  other  unrefined  nations.  But  you  are  a  minstrel, 
perhaps,  from  these  ultramontane  parts.  Be  assured  we  despise 
not  their  e£fi>rts ;  for  we  haye  listened,  not  without  pleasure  and 
instruction,  to  many  of  their  bold  and  wild  romaunts,  which, 
though  rude  in  device  and  language,  and,  therefore,  far  inferior 
to  the  regulated  poetiy  of  our  troubadours,  have  yet  something 
in  their  powerful  and  rough  measure  which  occasionally  rouses 
the  heart  like  the  sound  of  a  trumpet.' 

'I  have  felt  the  truth  of  your  Grace's  obserration,  when  I 
have  heard  the  songs  of  my  country,'  said  Arthur;  'but  I  have 
neither  skill  nor  audacity  to  imitate  what  I  admire.  My  latest 
residence  has  been  in  Italy.' 

*  Tou  are  perhaps,  then,  a  proficient  in  painting,'  said  Ben^ 
— 'an  art  wluch  applies  itself  to  the  eye  as  poetry  and  musie 
do  to  the  ear,  and  is  scarce  lees  in  esteem  with  us.  If  you  are 
skilful  in  the  art^  you  have  come  to  a  monarch  who  loves  it, 
and  the  fair  country  in  which  it  is  practised.' 

'  In  simple  truth,  sire^  I  am  an  Englishman,  and  my  hand 
has  been  too  much  welked  and  hardened  by  practice  of  the 
bow,  the  lance,  and  the  sword  to  touch  the  harp,  or  even  the 
pencil.' 

'An  Englishman!'  said  Ban^  obviously  relaxing  in  the 
warmth  of  hiswelc<»ne;  'and  what  brings  you  here)  England 
and  I  have  long  had  little  friendship  toother.' 
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*  It  18  even  on  that  aoocrant  that  I  am  herei'  said  Arthur. 
'I  oome  to  pay  mj  homage  to  your  Gmoe's  daughter,  the 
Prinoess  Margaret  of  Anjoo,  whom  I  and  many  true  English- 
men regard  still  as  our  queen,  though  traitors  haye  usurped 
her  title.' 

*  Alas,  good  youth,'  said  Ren^  '  I  must  grieye  for  you,  while 
I  respect  your  loyalty  and  faith.  Had  my  daughter  Margaret 
been  of  my  mind,  die  had  long  since  abandoned  pretensionB 
which  have  drowned  in  seas  of  blood  the  noblest  and  brayest  of 
her  adherents.' 

The  King  seemed  about  to  say  more,  but  checked  himself. 

'  Qo  to  my  palace,'  he  said ;  '  inquire  for  the  seneschal,  Hugh 
de  St.  Cyr,  he  will  giye  thee  the  means  of  seeing  Margaret — 
that  is,  if  it  be  her  will  to  see  thee.  If  not^  good  English 
youth,  return  to  my  palace,  and  thou  shalt  haye  hospitable 
entertainment;  for  a  king  who  loyes  minstrelsy,  music,  and 
painting  is  ever  most  sensible  to  the  claims  of  honour,  yirtue, 
and  loyalty;  and  I  read  in  thy  looks  thou  art  possessed  of 
these  qualities,  and  willingly  believe  thou  mayst^  in  more 
quiet  times,  aspire  to  share  ^e  honours  of  the  joyous  soienoe. 
But  if  thou  hast  a  heart  to  be  touched  by  the  sense  of  beauty 
and  fair  proportion,  it  wiU  leap  withm  thee  at  the  first  sight  of 
my  palace,  &e  stately  grace  of  which  may  be  compared  to  the 
faultless  form  of  some  high-bred  dame,  or  the  artful,  yet  seem- 
ingly simple,  modulations  of  such  a  tune  as  we  have  been  now 
composing.' 

The  King  seemed  disposed  to  take  his  instrument  and  in- 
dulge the  youth  with  a  rehearsal  of  the  strain  he  had  just 
arranged ;  but  Arthur  at  that  moment  experienced  the  painful 
internal  feeling  of  that  peculiar  species  of  shame  whidi  well- 
Gonstructed  minds  feel  when  they  see  others  express  a  great 
assumption  of  importance,  with  a  confidence  that  they  are 
exciting  admiration,  when  in  fact  they  are  only  exposing  them- 
selves to  ridicule.  Arthur,  in  shorty  took  leave,  *  in  very  shame,' 
of  the  King  of  Naples,  both  the  Sicilies,  and  Jerusalem  in  a 
manner  somewhat  more  abrupt  than  ceremony  demanded.  The 
King  looked  after  him  with  some  wonder  at  l^is  want  of  breed- 
ing, which,  however,  he  imputed  to  his  visitor's  insular  education, 
and  then  again  b^;an  to  twangle  his  viol. 

'  The  old  fool ! '  said  Arthur ;  '  his  daughter  is  dethroned, 
his  dominions  crumbling  to  pieces,  his  family  on  the  eve  of 
becoming  extinct^  his  grandson  driven  from  one  lurking-plaoe 
to  another,  and  expelled  from  his  mother's  inheritance^  and  he 
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can  find  amusemeiit  in  these  fopperies !  I  thought  hun,  with 
his  long  white  beard,  like  Nicholas  Bonstetten ;  but  the  old  Swiss 
is  a  Solomon  compared  with  him.' 

As  these  and  other  reflections,  highly  disparaging  to  King 
Ren^  passed  through  Arthur's  mind,  he  reached  the  place  <tf 
rendezYous,  and  found  Thiebault  beueath  the  steaming  fountain, 
forced  from  one  of  those  hot  springs  which  had  been  die  delight 
of  the  Romans  from  an  early  period.  Thiebault,  haying  assuired 
his  master  that  his  retinue,  horse  and  man,  were  so  disposed  as 
to  be  ready  on  an  instant's  call,  readily  undertook  to  guide  him 
to  King  Rent's  palace,  which,  from  its  singularity,  and  indeed 
its  beauty  of  architecture,  deserved  the  eulogium  which  the 
old  monarch  had  bestowed  upon  it.  The  front  consisted  of 
three  towers  of  Roman  architecture,  two  of  them  being  placed 
on  the  angles  of  the  palace,  and  the  third,  which  served  the 
purpose  of  a  mausoleum,  fonning  a  part  of  the  group,  though 
somewhat  detached  from  the  oUier  buildings.  This  last  was 
a  structure  of  beautiful  proportions.  The  lower  part  of  the 
edifice  was  square,  serving  as  a  sort  of  pedestal  to  the  upper 
part»  which  was  ciroular,  and  surrounded  by  columns  of  massive 
gnmite.  The  other  two  towers  at  the  angles  of  the  palace  were 
round,  and  also  ornamented  with  pillars,  and  with  a  double  row 
of  windows.  In  front  of,  and  connected  with,  these  Roman 
remains,  to  which  a  date  has  been  assigned  as  early  as  the 
5th  or  6th  century,  arose  the  ancient  palace  of  the  Counts 
of  Provence,  built  a  century  or  two  later,  but  where  a  rich 
Gothic  or  Moorish  front  contrasted,  and  yet  harmonised,  with 
the  more  regular  and  massive  architecture  of  the  lords  of  the 
world.  It  is  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  years  since  this 
very  curious  remnant  of  antique  art  was  destroyed,  to  make 
room  for  new  public  buildings,  which  have  never  yet  been 
erected. 

Arthur  really  experienced  some  sensation  of  the  kind  which 
the  old  king  had  prophesied,  and  stood  looking  with  wonder  at 
the  eve^open  gate  of  the  palace,  into  which  men  of  all  kinds 
seemed  to  enter  freely.  After  looking  around  for  a  few  minutes, 
the  young  Englishman  ascended  the  steps  of  a  noble  portico, 
and  asked  of  a  porter,  as  old  and  as  lasy  as  a  great  man's 
domestic  ought  to  be,  for  the  seneschal  named  to  him  by  the 
King.  The  corpulent  janitor,  with  great  politeness,  put  the 
stranger  under  the  chwge  of  a  page,  who  ushered  him  to  a 
chamber,  in  which  he  found  another  aged  functionary  of  higher 
rank,  with  a  comely  £soe^  a  dear,  composed  eye,  and  a  brow 
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vhich,  having  never  been  knit  into  gravity,  intimated  that 
the  seneschal  of  Aiz  was  a  proficient  in  the  philosophy  of  his 
royal  master.  He  recognised  Arthur  the  moment  he  addressed 
him. 

'Yon  speak  northern  French,  Mr  sir;  you  have  lighter  hair 
and  a  fairer  complexion  than  the  natives  of  Uus  country ;  you 
ask  after  Queen  Margaret — by  all  these  marks  I  read  you 
English.  Her  Qraoe  H  England  is  at  this  moment  paying  a 
TOW  at  the  monsstety  of  Mont  St  Victoire^  and  if  your  name 
be  Arthur  Philipeon,  I  have  commission  to  forward  you  to  her 
presence  immediately — that  is,  as  soon  as  you  haye  tasted  of 
the  royal  provision.' 

The  young  man  would  haye  remonstrated,  but  the  seneschal 
left  him  no  leisure. 

'Meat  and  mass,'  he  said,  'never  hindered  work:  it  ia 
perilous  to  youth  to  journey  too  far  on  an  empty  stomach ;  he 
himself  would  take  a  mouthful  with  the  Queen's  guest^  and 
pledge  him  to  boot  in  a  flask  of  old  Hermitage.'  * 

The  board  was  covered  with  an  alacrity  which  showed  that 
hospitality  was  familiarly  exercised  in  King  Rent's  dominions. 
Pasties,  dishes  of  game,  the  gallant  boe^s  head,  and  other 
delicacies  were  placed  on  the  table,  and  the  seneschal  played 
the  merry  host,  frequently  apologising  (unnecessarily)  for  show- 
ing an  indifferent  example,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  carve  before 
King  Ren^  and  the  good  king  was  never  pleased  unless  he 
saw  him  feed  lustily  as  well  as  carve  featly. 

'  But  for  you,  sir  guest,  eat  freely,  since  you  may  not  see 
food  again  till  sunset;  for  the  good  queen  takes  her  misfortunes 
so  to  heart  that  sighs  are  her  food,  and  her  tears  a  bottle  of 
drink,  as  the  Psalmist  hath  it.  But  I  bethink  me  you  will 
need  steeds  for  yourself  and  your  equipage  to  reach  Mont  St. 
Yictoire,  which  is  seven  miles  from  Aix.' 

Arthur  intimated  that  he  had  a  guide  and  horses  in  attend- 
ance, and  begged  permission  to  take  his  adieu.  The  worthy 
seneschal,  his  fair  round  belly  graced  with  a  gdd  chain,  accom- 
panied him  to  the  gate  with  a  step  which  a  gentle  fit  of  the 
gout  had  rendered  uncertain,  but  which,  he  assured  Arthur, 
would  vanish  before  three  days'  use  of  the  hot  springs.  Thie- 
bault  appeared  before  the  gate,  not  with  the  tired  steeds  from 
which  they  had  dismounted  an  hour  since,  but  with  fresh 
palfreys  from  the  stable  of  the  King. 

'They  are  yours  from  the  moment  you  have  put  foot  in 
stirrup^'  said  the  seneschal:    'the  good    King  Ren6  never 


AUn^  OF  GE0EB8TBIN  879 

reoeiyed  baok  aa  his  property  a  horse  which  he  had  lent  to  a 
guest ;  and  that  is  perhaps  one  reason  why  his  Highness  and 
we  of  his  household  must  walk  often  a-foot.' 

Here  the  seneschal  exchanged  greetings  with  his  young 
visitor,  who  rode  forth  to  seek  Queen  Maigaret's  place  of  tem- 
porary retirement  at  the  celebrated  monastery  of  St.  Yictoire. 
He  demanded  of  his  guide  in  which  direction  it  lay,  who 
pointed  with  an  air  of  triumph  to  a  mountain  three  thousand 
feet  and  upwards  in  height^  which  arose  at  five  or  six  miles' 
distance  from  the  town,  and  which  its  bold  and  rooky  summit 
rendered  the  most  distinguished  object  of  the  landscape.  Thie- 
bault  spoke  of  it  with  unusual  glee  and  energy,  so  much  so  as 
to  lead  Arthur  to  conceive  that  his  trusty  squire  had  not 
neglected  to  avail  himself  of  the  lavish  hospitality  of  Le  bon 
Hoi  £en^,  Thiebault,  however,  continued  to  expatiate  on  the 
fame  of  the  mountain  and  monastery.  They  derived  their 
name,  he  said,  from  a  great  victory  which  was  gained  by  a 
Roman  general  named  Caio  Mario,  against  two  large  armies  of 
Saracens  with  ultramontane  names  (the  Teutones  probably 
and  Cimbri),  in  gratitude  to  Heaven  for  which  victory  Caio 
Mario  vowed  to  build  a  monastery  on  the  mountain  for  the 
service  of  the  Yii^in  Mary,  in  honour  of  whom  he  had  been 
baptized.  With  all  the  importance  of  a  local  connoisseur, 
Thiebault  proceeded  to  prove  his  general  assertion  by  specific 
facts. 

'Yonder,'  he  said,  'was  the  camp  of  the  Saracens,  from 
which,  when  the  battle  was  apparently  decided,  their  wives  and 
women  rushed,  with  horrible  screams,  dishevelled  hair,  and  the 
gestures  of  furies,  and  for  a  time  prevailed  in  stopping  the 
flight  of  the  men.'  He  pointed  out,  too,  the  river  for  aooess 
to  which,  cut  off  by  the  superior  generalship  of  the  Bomans, 
the  barbarians,  whom  he  called  Saracens,  hasarded  the  action, 
and  whose  streams  they  empurpled  with  their  blood.  In  shorty 
he  mentioned  many  circumstances  which  showed  how  accu- 
rately tradition  will  preserve  the  particulars  of  ancient  events, 
even  whilst  forgetting,  misstating^  and  confounding  dates  and 
persons. 

Perceiving  that  Arthur  lent  him  a  not  unwilling  ear — ^for  it 
may  be  supposed  that  the  education  of  a  youth  bred  up  in  the 
heat  of  dial  wars  was  not  well  qualified  to  oritidse  his  account 
of  the  warn  of  a  distant  period — the  Provencal,  when  he  had 
exhausted  this  topic,  drew  up  close  to  his  master's  side,  and 
asked,  in  a  suppressed  tone,  whether  he  knew,  or  was 
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of  being  made  aoquainted  with,  the  oanae  of  Maigaret's  having 
left  Aix,  to  establish  herself  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Yictoire. 

'For  the  acoomplishment  of  a  vow/  answered  Arthur;  'all 
the  world  knows  it' 

'  All  Aix  knows  the  contrary/  said  Thiebault ;  *  and  I  can 
tell  you  the  truth,  so  I  were  sure  it  would  not  offend  your 
seignorie.' 

*  The  truth  can  offend  no  reasonable  man,  so  it  be  expressed 
in  the  terms  of  which  Queen  Margaret  must  be  spoken  in  the 
presence  of  an  Englishman.' 

Thus  replied  Arthur,  willing  to  receiTe  what  information  he 
coutd  gather,  and  desirous,  at  the  same  time,  to  check  the 
petulance  of  his  attendant. 

' I  have  nothing,'  replied  his  foUower,  'to  state  in  disparage- 
ment of  the  gracious  queen,  whose  only  misfortune  is  thaty  like 
her  royal  father,  she  has  more  titles  than  towns.  Besides,  I 
know  well  that  you  Englishmen,  though  you  speak  wildly  of 
your  sovereigns  yourselves,  will  not  permit  others  to  fail  in 
respect  to  them.' 

'  Say  on,  then,'  answered  Arthur. 

'Your  seignorie  must  know,  then,'  said  Thiebault,  'that  the 
good  King  Ren6  has  been  mudi  disturbed  by  the  deep  melan- 
choly which  afflicted  Queen  Maigareti  and  has  bent  himself 
with  all  his  power  to  change  it  into  a  gayer  humour.  He 
made  entertainments  in  public  and  in  private ;  he  assembled 
minstrels  and  troubadours,  whose  music  and  poetry  might  have 
drawn  smiles  from  one  on  his  death-bed.  The  whole  country 
resounded  with  mirth  and  glee,  and  the  gracious  queen  could 
not  stir  abroad  in  the  most  private  manner,  but,  before  she  had 
gone  a  hundred  paces,  she  lighted  on  an  ambush,  consisting  of 
some  pretty  pageant,  or  festivous  mummery,  composed  often 
by  the  good  king  himself,  which  interrupted  her  solitude,  in 
purpose  of  relieving  her  heavy  thoughts  with  some  pleasant 
pastime.  But  the  Queen's  deep  melimcholy  rejected  all  these 
modes  of  dispelling  it,  and  at  leng^  she  confined  herself  to  her 
own  apartments,  and  absolutely  refused  to  see  even  her  royal 
lather,  because  he  generally  brought  into  her  presence  those 
whose  productions  he  thought  likely  to  soothe  her  sorrow. 
Indeed,  she  seemed  to  hear  the  hai^rs  with  loathing,  and, 
excepting  one,  wandering  Englishman,  who  sung  a  rude  and 
melancholy  ballad,  which  threw  her  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and 
to  whom  she  gave  a  chain  of  price,  she  never  seemed  to  look 
at  or  be  conscious  of  the  presence  of  any  one.    And  at  length. 
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as  I  have  had  the  honour  to  tell  vonr  8eignorie>  she  refused  to 
see  eyen  her  royal  father  unless  he  oame  alone ;  and  that  he 
fomid  no  heart  to  do.' 

'I  wonder  not  at  it»'  said  the  young  man;  '  by  the  white  swan, 
I  am  rather  surprised  his  mummery  drove  her  not  to  frenzy.' 

'Something  like  it  indeed  took  place,'  said  Thiebault;  'and 
I  will  tell  your  seignorie  how  it  chanced.  Tou  must  know  that 
good  King  Ren^  unwilling  to  abandon  his  daughter  to  the  foul 
fiend  of  melancholy,  bethought  him  of  making  a  grand  efR>rt. 
Tou  must  know  further,  that  the  King,  powerful  in  all  the  craft 
of  troubadours  and  jongleurs,  is  held  in  peculiar  esteem  for 
conducting  mysteries,  and  other  of  those  gamesome  and  delight- 
ful sports  and  processions  with  which  our  Holy  Church  permits 
her  grayer  ceremonies  to  be  relieved  and  diversified,  to  the 
cheering  of  the  hearts  of  all  true  children  of  religion.  It  is 
admitted  that  no  one  has  ever  been  able  to  approach  his  excel- 
lence in  the  arrangement  of  the  Fdte-Dieu;  and  the  tune  to 
which  the  devils  cudgel  King  Herod,  to  the  great  edification  of 
aU  Christian  spectators,  la  of  our  good  king's  royal  composition. 
He  hath  danced  at  Tarasoonne  in  the  ballet  of  St.  Maitha  and 
the  Dragon,  and  was  accounted  in  his  own  person  the  only 
actor  competent  to  present  the  Tamtsque.  His  Highness  intro- 
duced also  a  new  ritual  into  the  consecration  of  the  Boy  Bishop, 
and  composed  an  entire  set  of  grotesque  music  for  the  Festival 
of  Asses.  In  shorty  his  Grace's  strength  lies  in  those  pleasing 
and  becoming  festivities  which  strew  the  path  of  edification 
with  flowers,  and  send  men  dancing  and  singing  on  their  way 
to  Heaven. 

'  Now  the  good  ELing  Ren^  feeling  his  own  genius  for  such 
recreative  compositions,  resolved  to  exert  it  to  the  utmosti 
in  the  hope  that  he  might  thereby  relieve  the  melancholy  in 
which  his  daughter  was  plunged,  and  which  infected  all  that 
approached  her.  It  chanced,  some  short  lime  since,  that  the 
Queen  was  absent  for  certain  days,  I  know  not  where  or  on 
what  business,  but  it  gave  the  good  king  time  to  make  his 
preparations.  So^  when  his  daughter  returned,  he  with  much 
importunity  prevailed  on  her  to  make  part  of  a  religious  proces- 
sion to  St.  Sauveur,  the  principal  church  in  Aix.  The  Queen, 
innocent  of  what  was  intended,  decked  herself  with  solemnity, 
to  witness  and  partake  of  what  she  expected  would  prove  a 
work  of  grave  piety.  But  no  sooner  had  she  appeared  on  the 
esplanade  in  front  of  the  palace  than  more  thui  an  hundred 
masks,  dressed  up  like  Turks,  Jews,  Saracensi  Moors,  and  I 
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know  not  whom  besides,  crowded  around  to  ofifer  her  their 
homage,  in  the  character  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba;  and  a 
grotesque  piece  of  music  called  them  to  arrange  themselTes  for 
a  ludicrous  ballet^  in  which  they  addressed  the  Queen  in  the 
most  entertaining  manner,  and  with  the  most  extravagant 
gestures.  The  Queen,  stunned  with  the  noise,  and  affronted 
WI&  the  petulance  of  this  unexpected  onset,  would  have  gone 
back  into  the  palana;  but  the  doors  had  been  shut  bj  the 
King's  order  so  soon  as  she  set  tethi  and  her  retreat  in  that 
direction  was  cut  off.  Finding  herself  eoraluded  from  the 
palace,  the  Queen  advanced  to  the  front  of  the  fa^ade^  and 
endeavoured  by  signs  and  words  to  appease  the  hubbub ;  but 
the  maskers,  who  had  their  instructions,  only  answered  with 
songs,  music,  and  shouts.' 

'  I  would,'  said  Arthur,  '  there  had  been  a  score  of  English 
yeomen  in  presence,  with  their  quarter-staves,  to  teach  the  ImlwI- 
ing  viUains  respect  for  one  that  has  worn  the  crown  of  England !  * 

'All  the  noise  that  was  made  before  was  silence  and  soft 
music,'  continued  Thiebault,  'till  that  when  the  good  king 
himself  appeared,  grotesquely  dressed  in  the  character  of  King 
Solomon * 


*  To  whom,  of  all  princes,  he  has  the  least  resemblance ' 

said  Arthur. 

'With  such  capers  and  gesticulations  of  welcome  to  the 
Queen  of  Sheba  as,  I  am  assured  by  those  who  saw  ity  would 
have  brought  a  dead  man  alive  again,  or  killed  a  living  man 
with  laughing.  Among  other  properties,  he  had  in  his  hand  a 
truncheon,  somewhat  formed  like  a  fool's  bauble        ' 

'A  most  fit  sceptre  for  such  a  sovereign *  said  Arthur. 

'Which  was  headed,'  continued  Thiebault,  'by  a  model  of 
the  Jewish  Temple,  finely  gilded  and  curiouJsly  cut  in  paste- 
board. He  managed  this  with  the  utmost  grace,  and  delighted 
evety  spectator  by  his  gaiety  and  activity,  excepting  the  Queen, 
who,  the  more  he  skipped  and  capered,  seemed  to  be  the  more 
incensed,  imtil,  on  his  approaching  her  to  conduct  her  to  the 
prcNsession,  she  seemed  roused  to  a  sort  of  frenxy,  struck  the 
truncheon  out  of  his  hand,  and  breaking  throng  the  crowd, 
who  felt  as  if  a  tigress  had  leapt  amongst  them  from  a  show- 
man's cart,  rushed  into  the  royal  court-yard.  Ere  the  order  of 
the  scenic  representation,  which  her  violence  had  interrupted, 
could  be  restored,  the  Queen  again  issued  forth,  mounted  and 
attended  by  two  or  three  English  cavaliers  of  her  Majesty's 
suite.    She  forced  her  way  through  the  crowd,  without  regard- 
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ing  either  their  safety  or  her  own,  flew  like  a  hail-atonn  along 
the  streets,  and  never  drew  bridle  till  she  was  as  far  up  this 
same  Mont  St.  Yictoire  as  the  road  would  pennit.  She  was 
then  reoeived  into  the  convent^  and  has  since  remained  there ; 
and  a  vow  of  penance  is  the  pretext  to  cover  over  the  quarrel 
betwixt  her  and  her  father/ 

'How  long  may  it  b%'  Hdd  Arthni;  'smoe  tiiese  thingB 
chanced)' 

'It  is  but  three  days  sinoe  Queen  Maigaret  left  Aix  in  the 
manner  I  have  told  you.  But  we  are  ocnne  as  far  up  the  moun- 
tain as  men  usually  ride.  See,  yonder  is  the  monastery  rising 
betwixt  two  huge  rocks,  which  form  the  very  top  of  Mont  St. 
Yictoire.  There  is  no  more  open  ground  than  is  afforded  by 
the  deft,  into  which  the  convent  of  St.  Mary  of  Victory  is,  aa 
it  were,  niched ;  and  the  access  is  guarded  by  the  most  danger- 
ous precipices.  To  ascend  the  mountain,  you  must  keep  Uiat 
narrow  path,  which,  winding  and  turning  among  the  difis, 
leads  at  length  to  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  the  gate  of  the 
monastery.' 

'  And  what  becomes  of  you  and  the  horses  f '  said  Arthur. 

*  We  will  rest,'  said  Thiebault^  *  in  the  hospital  maintained 
by  the  good  fathers  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain,  for  the 
accommodation  of  those  who  attend  on  pilgrims ;  for  I  promise 
you  the  shrine  is  visited  by  many  who  come  from  afar,  and  are 
attended  both  by  man  and  horse.  Care  not  for  me,  I  shall  be 
first  under  cover ;  but  there  muster  yonder  in  the  west  some 
threatening  clouds,  from  which  your  seignorie  may  suffer  incon- 
venience, unless  you  reach  the  convent  in  time.  I  will  give 
you  an  hour  to  do  the  feat,  and  will  say  you  are  aa  active  as  a 
chamois  hunter  if  you  reach  it  within  the  time.' 

Arthur  looked  around  him,  and  did  indeed  remark  a  muster- 
ing of  clouds  in  the  distant  west,  which  threatened  soon  to 
change  the  character  of  the  day,  which  had  hitherto  been 
brilliantly  clear,  and  so  serene  that  the  falling  of  a  leaf  might 
have  been  heard.  He  therefore  tumed  him  to  the  steep  and 
rocky  path  which  ascended  the  mountain,  sometimes  by  scaling 
almost  precipitous  rocks,  and  sometimes  by  reaching  their  tops 
by  a  more  circuitous  process.  It  winded  through  thickets  of 
wild  boxwood  and  other  low  aromatic  shrubs,  which  afforded 
some  pasture  for  the  mountain  goats,  but  were  a  bitter  annoy- 
ance to  the  traveller  who  had  to  press  through  them.  Such 
obstacles  were  so  frequent,  that  the  full  hour  sJlowed  by  Thie- 
bault  had  elapsed  before  he  stood  on  the  summit  of  Mont 
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St.  Yictoire,  and  in  front  of  the  wngiilar  oonrent  of  the  same 
name. 

We  have  ahready  said  that  the  crest  of  the  mountam,  con- 
sisting entirely  of  one  bare  and  solid  rock,  was  divided  by  a 
deft  or  opening  into  two  heads  or  peaks,  between  which  the 
convent  was  buOt,  occupying  all  the  space  between  them.  The 
front  of  the  building  was  of  the  most  ancient  and  sombre  cast 
of  the  old  Gothic,  or  rather,  as  it  has  been  termed,  the  Saxon ; 
and  in  that  respect  corresponded  with  the  savage  exterior  of  the 
naked  cIi£Be^  of  which  the  structure  seemed  to  make  a  -part,  and 
by  which  it  was  entirely  sunounded,  excepting  a  small  open 
space  of  more  level  ground,  where,  at  the  expense  of  much  toil, 
and  by  carrying  earth  up  the  hiU,  from  different  spots  where 
they  could  collect  it  in  small  quantities,  the  good  Others  had 
been  able  to  arrange  the  accommodations  of  a  garden. 

A  bell  summoned  a  lay-brother,  the  porter  of  this  singularly 
situated  monastery,  to  whom  Arthur  announced  himself  as  an 
English  merchant^  Philipeon  by  name^  who  came  to  pay  his 
duty  to  Queen  Maigaret.  The  porter,  with  much  respect^ 
showed  the  stranger  into  the  convent,  and  ushered  him  into  a 
parlour,  which,  looking  towards  Aix,  conmianded  an  extensive 
and  splendid  prospect  over  the  southern  and  western  parts 
of  Provence.  This  was  the  direction  in  which  Arthur  had 
approached  the  mountain  from  Aix;  but  the  circuitous  path 
by  which  he  had  ascended  had  completely  carried  him  round 
the  hill.  The  western  side  of  the  monastexr,  to  which  the 
parlour  looked,  commanded  the  noble  view  we  nave  mentioned ; 
and  a  species  of  balcony,  which,  connecting  the  two  twin  oragSy 
at  this  place  not  above  four  or  five  yards  asunder,  ran  along 
the  front  of  the  building,  and  appeared  to  be  constructed  for 
the  purpose  of  enjoying  it.  But  on  stepping  from  one  of  the 
windows  of  the  parlour  upon  this  batUementeii  bartizan,  Arthur 
became  aware  that  the  wall  on  which  the  parapet  rested 
stretched  along  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  which  sunk  sheer  down 
five  hundred  feet  at  least  from  the  fouindations  of  the  convent. 
Surprised  and  startled  at  finding  himself  <m  so  giddy  a  verge^ 
Arthur  turned  his  eyes  from  the  gulf  beneath  hun  to  admke 
the  distant  landscape,  partly  illumined,  with  ominous  lustre,  by 
the  now  westerly  sun.  The  setting  beams  showed  in  dark  red 
splendour  a  vast  variety  of  hill  and  dale^  champaign  and  cul- 
tivated ground,  with  towns,  churohee,  and  castles,  some  of 
which  rose  from  among  trees,  while  others  seemed  founded  on 
rocky  eminences;  others  again  lurked  by  the  side  of  streams 
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or  lakes,  to  which  the  heat  and  drought  of  the  olimate  natiually 
attracted  them. 

The  rest  of  the  landflcape  preaented  simOar  objects  when 
the  weather  was  serene,  but  they  were  now  rendered  indistinct^ 
or  altogether  obliterated,  by  the  sullen  shade  of  the  approaching 
douds,  which  gradually  spread  over  great  part  of  the  horizon, 
and  threatened  altogether  to  eclipse  the  son,  though  the  lord 
of  the  horizon  stiU  struggled  to  maintain  his  influence,  and, 
like  a  dying  hero^  seemed  most  glorious  eren  in  the  moment  of 
defeat.  Wild  sounds,  like  groans  and  howls,  formed  by  the 
wind  in  the  numerous  caverns  of  the  rocky  mountain,  added  to 
the  terrors  of  the  scene,  and  seemed  to  foretell  the  fury  of 
some  distant  storm,  though  the  air  in  general  was  even  unnatur> 
ally  calm  and  breathless.  In  gazing  on  this  extraordinary 
scene,  Arthur  did  justice  to  the  monks  who  had  chosen  this  wild 
and  grotesque  situation,  from  which  they  could  witness  nature 
in  her  wildest  and  grandest  demonstrations,  and  compare  the 
nothingness  of  humanity  with  her  awful  conyulsions. 

So  much  was  Arthur  awed  by  the  scene  before  him,  that  he 
had  almost  forgotten,  while  gazing  from  the  bartizan,  the  im- 
portant business  which  had  brought  him  to  this  place,  when  it 
was  suddenly  recalled  by  finding  himself  in  the  presence  of 
Margaret  of  Anjou,  who^  not  seeing  him  in  the  parlour  of 
reception,  had  stept  upon  the  balcony,  that  she  might  meet 
with  him  the  sooner. 

The  Queen's  dress  was  black,  without  any  ornament  except 
a  gold  coronal  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  restraining  her  long  black 
tresses,  of  which  adyandng  years,  and  misfortunes,  had  partly 
altered  the  hue.  There  was  placed  within  the  ciidet  a  black 
plume  with  a  red  rose^  the  last  of  the  season,  which  the  good 
&ther  who  kept  the  garden  had  presented  to  her  that  morning, 
as  the  badge  of  her  husband's  house.  Care,  &tigue,  and  sorrow 
seemed  to  dwell  on  her  brow  and  her  features.  To  another 
messenger,  she  would  in  all  probability  have  administered  a 
sharp  rebuke  for  not  being  alert  in  his  duty  to  reoeiYe  her  as 
she  entered;  but  Arthur's  age  and  appearance  corresponded 
with  that  of  her  loved  and  lost  son.  He  was  the  son  of  a  lady 
whom  Margaret  had  loved  with  almost  sisterly  afiection,  and 
the  presence  of  Arthur  continued  to  excite  in  the  dethroned 
queen  the  same  feelings  of  maternal  tenderness  which  had  been 
awakened  on  their  first  meeting  in  the  cathedral  of  Straaburg. 
She  raised  him  as  he  kneeled  at  her  feet,  spoke  to  him  wi& 
much  kindness,  and  encouraged  him  to  detail  at  full  length  his 
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father's  maiMigfl,  and  Booh  other  xiewa  as  his  brief  rendenoe  at 
Dijon  had  made  him  aoquainted  with. 

She  demanded  whioh  way  Duke  Ohaxles  had  moved  with  his 
anny. 

'As  I  was  given  to  mideietand  by  the  master  of  his  artilleiy/ 
said  ArthuTi  'towards  the  Lake  of  Neufohatel,  on  which  side  he 
proposes  his  first  attack  on  the  Swiss.' 

'The  headstrong  fool  1 '  said  Queen  Margaret^  'he  resembles 
the  poor  lunatic  who  went  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain 
that  he  might  meet  the  rain  half-way.  Does  thy  father,  then,' 
continued  Margaret^  'advise  me  to  give  up  the  last  remains  of 
the  extensive  territories  once  the  dominions  of  our  royal  house^ 
and  for  some  thousand  crowns,  and  the  paltry  aid  of  a  few 
hundred  lances,  to  relinquish  what  is  left  of  our  patrimony  to 
our  proud  and  selfish  kinsman  of  Burgundy,  who  extends  his 
daim  to  our  all,  and  a£brds  so  little  help,  or  even  promise  of 
help,  in  return  f 

'  I  should  have  ill  discharoed  my  father's  commission,'  said 
Arthur,  'if  I  had  left  your  Highness  to  think  that  he  recommends 
so  great  a  sacrifice.  He  feels  most  deeply  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's 
grasping  desire  of  dominion.  Nevertheless,  he  thinks  that 
Provence  must,  on  King  Bend's  death,  or  sooner,  fall  either  to 
the  share  of  Duke  Charles  or  to  Louis  of  France,  whatever 
opposition  your  Highness  may  make  to  such  a  destination ;  and 
it  may  be  that  my  father,  as  a  knight  and  a  soldier,  hopes  much 
from  obtaining  the  means  to  make  another  attempt  on  Britain. 
But  the  decision  must  vest  with  your  Highness.' 

'Toung  man,'  said  the  Queen,  'the  contemplation  of  a  ques- 
tion so  doubtful  almost  deprives  me  of  reason. 

As  she  spoke,  she  sunk  down  as  one  who  needs  rest  on  a 
stone  seat  placed  on  the  very  verge  of  the  balcony,  regaxdless 
of  the  storm,  which  now  began  to  rise  with  dreadful  gusts  of 
wind,  the  course  of  which  being  intermitted  and  altered  by  the 
crags  round  which  they  howled,  it  seemed  as  if  in  very  deed 
Boreas,  and  Euros,  and  Gaums,  unchaining  the  winds  frcMn 
every  quarter  of  heaven,  were  contending  for  mastery  around 
the  convent  of  Our  Lady  of  Victory.  Amid  this  tumult,  and 
amid  billows  of  mist  which  concealed  the  bottom  of  the  precipice, 
and  masses  of  clouds  which  racked  fearfully  over  their  heads, 
the  roar  of  the  descending  waters  rather  resembled  the  fidl  of 
cataracts  than  the  rushing  of  torrents  of  rain.  The  seat  on 
which  Margaret  had  placed  herself  was  in  a  considerable  degree 
sheltered  from  the  storm,  but  its  eddies,  varying  in  every 
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direotion,  often  toaaed  aloft  her  diaheyelled  hair;  and  we 
oannot  describe  the  appeaninoe  of  her  noble  and  beaatifal, 
yet  ghastly  and  wasted,  features,  agitated  strongly  by  anxious 
hesitation  and  conflicting  thoughts,  miless  to  those  at  our  readers 
who  haye  had  the  adyantage  of  haying  seen  our  inimitable 
Siddons  in  such  a  character  as  this.  Arthur,  confounded  by 
anxiety  and  terror,  could  only  beseech  her  Majesty  to  retire 
before  the  fury  of  the  approaching  storm  into  the  interior  of 
the  conyent. 

'  No,'  she  replied  with  firmness;  'roofs  and  walls  haye  ears, 
and  monks,  though  they  haye  forsworn  the  world,  are  not  the 
leas  curious  to  know  wbAt  passes  beyond  their  cells.  It  is  in 
this  place  you  must  hear  what  I  haye  to  say.  As  a  soldier  you 
should  scorn  a  blast  of  wind  or  a  shower  of  rain ;  and  to  me, 
who  haye  often  held  counsel  amidst  the  sound  of  tnunpets  and 
dash  of  arms,  prompt  for  instant  fight,  the  war  of  elements  is 
an  unnoticed  trifle.  I  tell  thee,  young  Arthur  Yere,  as  I 
would  to  your  father — as  I  would  to  my  son — ^if  indeed  Heayen 
had  left  such  a  blessing  to  a  wretch  f orlom-^^ — * 

She  paused,  and  then  proceeded. 

*  I  tdl  thee,  as  I  would  haye  told  my  beloyed  Edward,  that 
Margaret,  whose  resolutions  were  once  nrm  and  immoyable  as 
these  rocks  among  which  we  are  placed,  is  now  doubtful  and 
yariaUe  as  the  clouds  which  are  drifting  around  us,  I  told 
your  father,  in  the  joy  of  meeting  once  more  a  subject  of  such 
inappreciable  loyalty,  of  the  sacrifices  I  would  make  to  assure 
the  assistance  of  Charles  of  Burgundy  to  so  gallant  an  under- 
taking as  that  proposed  to  him  by  ihe  faitfalul  Oxford.  But 
since  I  saw  him  I  haye  had  cause  of  deep  reflection.  I  met 
my  aged  father  only  to  ofibnd,  and,  I  say  it  with  shame,  to 
insult,  the  old  man  in  presence  of  his  people.  Our  tempers  are 
as  opposed  as  the  sunshine,  which  a  riiort  space  since  gilded  a 
serene  and  beautiful  landscape,  differs  from  the  tempests  which 
are  now  wasting  it.  I  spumed  with  open  scorn  and  contempt 
what  he,  in  his  mistaken  afifeotion,  haid  deyised  for  means  of 
oonsolation,  and,  disgusted  with  the  idle  follies  which  he  had 
deyised  for  curing  the  melancholy  of  a  dethroned  queen, 
a  widowed  sponse,  and,  alas!  a  childless  mother,  I  retired 
hither  from  the  noisy  and  idle  mirth,  which  was  the  bitterest 
aggrayation  of  my  sorrows.  Such  and  so  gentle  is  Rent's 
temper,  that  eyen  my  unfilial  conduct  will  not  diminish  my 
influence  oyer  him;  and  if  your  father  had  announced  that 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  like  a  knight  and  a  soyereign,  had 
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ooxdially  and  nobly  entered  into  the  plan  of  the  faithful 
Ozf Old,  I  could  have  found  it  in  my  heart  to  obtain  the  oeflsion 
of  territory  his  cold  and  ambitious  policy  requiree,  in  order  to 
ensure  the  assistance  which  he  now  postpones  to  affi)rd  till  he 
has  gratified  his  own  haughty  humour  by  settling  needless 
quarrels  with  his  unoffending  neighbours.  Since  I  have  been 
here,  and  calmness  and  solitude  have  giyen  me  time  to  reflect* 
I  have  thought  on  the  offences  I  haye  given  the  old  man,  and 
on  the  wrongs  I  was  about  to  do  him.  My  father,  let  me  do 
Jiim  justice,  is  also  the  father  of  his  people.  They  have  dwelt 
under  their  vines  and  fig-trees,  in  ignoble  ease,  perhaps*  but 
free  from  oppression  and  eicaction,  and  their  happiness  has  been 
that  of  their  good  king.  Must  I  change  all  this  t  Must  I  aid 
in  turning  over  these  contented  people  to  a  fierce,  headlong,  arbi- 
trary princet  May  I  not  break  even  the  easy  and  thoughtless 
heart  of  my  poor  old  &ther,  should  I  succeed  in  urging  him  to 
do  so  t  These  are  questions  which  I  shudder  even  to  adL  mysdf . 
On  the  other  hand,  to  disappoint  the  toils,  the  venturous  hopes 
of  your  father,  to  forego  the  only  opportunity  which  may  ever 
again  oSer  itself  of  revenge  on  the  bloody  traiton  of  York, 
and  restoration  of  the  house  of  Lancaster )  Arthur,  the  scene 
around  us  is  not  so  convulsed  by  the  fearful  tempest  and  the 
driving  clouds  as  my  mind  is  by  doubt  and  uncertainty.' 

*  Alas,'  replied  Arthur,  *  I  am  too  young  and  inexperienced 
to  be  your  Majesty's  adviser  in  a  case  so  aiduous.  I  would  my 
father  had  been  in  presence  himself.' 

'  I  know  what  he  woidd  have  said,'  replied  the  Queen ;  *  but 
knowing  all,  I  despair  of  aid  from  human  counsellors.  I  have 
sought  others,  but  they  also  are  deaf  to  mv  entreaties.  Yes, 
Arthur,  Margaret's  misfortunes  have  renderea  her  superstitious. 
Enow,  that  beneath  these  rocks,  and  under  the  foundation  of 
this  convent,  there  runs  a  cavern,  entering  by  a  secret  and 
defended  passage  a  little  to  the  westward  ^  the  summit*  and 
running  through  the  mountain,  having  an  opening  to  the  south, 
from  which,  as  from  this  bartizan,  you  can  view  the  landscape 
so  lately  seen  from  this  balcony,  or  the  strife  of  winds  and  con- 
fusion of  clouds  which  we  now  behold.  In  the  middle  of  this 
cavernous  thorough&re  is  a  natural  pit*  or  perforation,  of  great 
but  unknown  depth.  A  stone  dropped  into  it  is  heard  to  dash 
from  side  to  side,  until  the  noise  of  its  descent*  thundering 
from  diff  to  cli£^  dies  away  in  distant  and  fsdnt  tinkling^  less 
loud  than  that  <k  a  sheep's  bell  at  a  mile's  distance.  The  com- 
mon people*  in  their  jargon,  call  this  fearful  gulf  Lou  Gaia- 
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gonle;  and  the  traditions  of  the  monastery  annex  wild  and 
fearful  reoolleotiona  to  a  place  in  itself  suffioiently  terrible. 
Oracles,  it  is  said,  spoke  from  thence  in  pagan  days,  by  subter- 
ranean Yoioes,  arising  from  the  abyss;  and  from  these  the 
Roman  general  is  said  to  have  heard,  in  strange  and  uncouth 
rhymes,  promises  of  the  victory  which  giyes  name  to  this 
mountain.  These  oracles,  it  is  ayerred,  may  be  yet  consulted 
after  performance  of  strange  rites,  in  which  heathen  ceremonies 
are  mixed  with  Christian  acts  of  deyotion.  The  abbots  of 
Mont  St.  Tiotoire  haye  denounced  the  consultation  of  Lou 
Qaragoule,  and  the  spirits  who  reside  there,  to  be  criminal. 
But^  as  the  sin  may  be  expiated  by  presents  to  the  church,  by 
masses,  and  penances,  the  door  is  sometimes  opened  by  the 
complaisant  others  to  those  whose  daring  curiosity  leads  them, 
at  all  risks,  and  by  whatever  means,  to  search  into  futurity. 
Arthur,  I  have  made  the  experiment,  and  am  even  now  returned 
from  the  gloomy  cavern,  in  which,  according  to  the  traditional 
ritual,  I  have  spent  six  hours  by  the  margin  of  the  gulf,  a  place 
ao  dismal,  that  after  its  horrors  even  this  tempestuous  scene  is 
refreshing.' 

The  Queen  stopped,  and  Arthur,  the  more  struck  with  the 
wild  tale  that  it  reminded  him  of  his  place  of  imprisonment  at 
La  Ferette,  asked  anxiously  if  her  inquiries  had  obtained  any 
answer. 

'None  whatever,'  replied  the  unhappy  princess.  'The 
demons  of  Qaragoule,  if  there  be  such,  are  desi  to  the  suit  of 
an  unfortunate  wretch  like  me,  to  whom  neither  friends  nor 
fiends  will  affi>rd  counsel  or  assistance.  It  is  my  father's  cir- 
cumstances which  prevent  my  instant  and  strong  resolution. 
Were  my  own  claims  on  this  piping  and  paltry  nation  of 
troubadours  alone  interested,  I  could,  for  the  chance  of 
once  more  setting  my  foot  in  Meny  England,  as  easily  and 
willingly  resign  them  and  their  paltry  coronet  as  I  commit 
to  the  storm  this  idle  emblem  of  the  royal  rank  which  I  have 
lost' 

As  Margaret  spoke,  she  tore  from  her  hair  the  sable  feather 
and  rose  which  the  tempest  had  detached  from  the  circlet  in 
which  they  were  placed,  and  tossed  them  from  the  battlement 
with  a  gesture  of  wild  energy.  They  were  instantly  whirled 
off  in  a  bickering  eddy  of  the  agitated  douds,  which  swept  the 
feather  far  distant  into  empty  space,  through  which  the  eye 
could  not  piursue  it.  But  while  that  of  Arthur  involuntarily 
strove  to  follow  its  course,  a  contrary  gust  of  wind  caught  the 
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nd  roie  and  dioTB  it  back  against  his  bfeast^  so  that  it  was 
easy  for  him  to  oatoh  hold  of  and  retain  it 

<  Joy— j  07,  and  good  f ortnne,  royal  mistress  I '  he  said,  retom- 
ing  to  her  the  emblematic  flower:  'the  tempest  brings  baok 
the  badge  of  Lancaster  to  its  proper  owner.' 

*I  accept  the  omen,'  said  Maigaiet;  'but  it  coooenis  yoiuv 
self,  noble  youth,  and  not  me.  The  feather,  which  is  bome 
away  to  waste  and  desolation,  is  Margaret's  embleoL  My  eyes 
will  never  see  the  restoration  of  the  line  of  Lancaster.  But 
you  will  liye  to  behold  it,  and  to  aid  to  achieve  it^  and  to  dye 
our  red  rose  deeper  yet  in  the  blood  of  tyrants  and  traitors. 
My  thoughts  are  so  strangely  poised,  that  a  feather  or  a  flower 
may  turn  the  scale.  But  my  head  is  still  giddy  and  my  heart 
sick.  To-morrow  you  shall  see  another  Ma^garet^  and  WL  then 
adieu.' 

It  was  time  to  retire,  for  the  tempest  began  to  be  mingled 
with  fiercer  showers  of  rain.  When  they  re-entered  the  par- 
lour, the  Queen  clapped  her  hands,  and  two  female  attendants 
entered. 

'  Let  the  father  abbot  know,'  she  said,  '  that  it  is  our  desire 
that  this  young  gentleman  receive  for  this  night  such  hospi- 
tality as  befits  an  esteemed  friend  of  oura.  Till  to^norrow, 
young  sir,  ftoewell.' 

With  a  countenance  which  betrayed  not  the  late  emotion  of 
her  mind,  and  with  a  stately  courtesy  that  would  have  become 
her  when  she  graced  the  halls  of  Windsor,  she  extended  her 
hand,  whidi  the  youth  saluted  respectfully.  After  her  leaving 
the  parlour,  th»  abbot  entered,  and  in  his  attention  to  Arthur^s 
entertainment  and  acoommod»tion  for  the  evening  showed  his 
anxiety  to  meet  and  obey  Queen  Maigaret^ 
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WAnt  yon  a  aoan 
Experienced  In  the  world  and  its  affiurs  t 
Here  he  is  for  yonr  tnnpoee.    He'e  a  monk. 
He  hath  fortvorn  the  world  and  all  its  wwk, 
The  raUier  that  he  kiiowB  it  paaimg  well, 
Special  the  wont  of  it,  for  he*8  a  nionk. 

OldPlaif, 

WhuiB  the  dawn  of  the  morniiig  was  yet  grey,  Arthur  was 
awakened  by  a  loud  ringing  at  the  gate  of  the  monastery,  and 
presently  afterwards  the  porter  entered  the  oell  which  had 
been  allotted  to  him  for  lus  lodgings,  to  tell  him  that,  if  his 
name  was  Arthur  Philipson,  a  biother  of  their  order  bad  Iniought 
him  despatches  from  bis  lather.  The  youth  started  up^  hastily 
attired  himself,  and  was  introduced  in  the  parlour  to  a  Car- 
melite monk,  being  of  the  same  order  with  the  community  of 
St  Viotoue. 

'I  ha^e  ridden  many  a  mile,  youns;  man,  to  present  yon 

b  this  letter,'  said  the  monk,  'havmg  undertaken  to  your 
father  that  it  diould  be  delivered  without  delay.  I  came  to 
Aix  last  ni^t  during  the  stonn,  and  learning  at  the  palace 
that  you  luul  ridden  hither,  I  mounted  as  soon  as  the  tempest 
abated,  and  here  I  am.' 

'  I  am  beholden  to  you,  laiher,'  said  tiie  youth,  *and  if  I  could 
repay  your  pains  with  a  small  donative  to  your  convent       ■' 

*By  no  means,'  answered  the  good  hAet;  *l  took  my 
personal  trouble  out  of  friendship  to  your  father,  and  mine 
own  errand  led  me  this  wav.  The  enMuses  of  my  long  journey 
have  been  amply  provided  for.  But  open  your  packet,  I  ean 
answer  your  questions  at  leisure.' 

The  young  man  aoooidingiy  stepped  into  an  embrssure  of 
the  window,  and  read  as  foUovrs  ^-* 

*SoN  AmnuB — ^Touching  the  state  of  the  countiy,  in  so  far 
as  concerns  the  safety  of  travelling,  know  that  the  same  is 
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precarious.  The  Doke  hath  taken  the  towns  of  Brie  and 
Gianson,  and  put  to  death  five  hundred  men  whom  he  made 
prisoners  in  garrison  there.  But  the  Confederates  are  approaoh- 
ing  with  a  large  force,  and  God  will  judge  for  the  right.  How- 
soever the  game  may  go^  these  are  sharp  wars,  in  which  little 
quarter  is  spoken  of  on  either  side,  and  therefore  there  is  no 
safety  for  men  of  our  profession  tiU  something  decisive  shall 
happen.  In  the  meantime,  you  may  assure  the  widowed  lady 
that  our  correspondent  continues  well  disposed  to  purchase  the 
property  which  she  has  in  hand ;  but  will  scarce  be  able  to 
pay  the  price  till  his  present  pressing  affidrs  shall  be  settled, 
wluch  I  hope  will  be  in  time  to  permit  us  to  embark  the  funds 
in  the  profitable  adventure  I  told  our  friend  of.  I  have  em- 
ployed a  friar,  travelling  to  Provence,  to  carry  this  letter,  which 
I  trust  will  come  safe.    The  bearer  may  be  trusted. 

*  Your  affectionate  father, 

'John  Prilifson.' 

Arthur  easily  comprehended  the  latter  part  of  the  epistle, 
and  rejoiced  he  had  received  it  at  so  critical  a  moment.  He 
questioned  the  Carmelite  on  the  amount  of  the  Duke's  army, 
which  the  monk  stated  to  amount  to  sixty  thousand  men, 
while  he  said  the  Confederates,  though  making  every  exertion, 
had  not  yet  been  able  to  assemble  the  third  part  of  that 
number.  The  young  Ferrand  de  Vaudemont  was  with  their 
army,  and  had  received,  it  was  thought^  some  secret  assistance 
from  France ;  but  as  he  was  little  known  in  arms,  and  had  few 
followers,  the  empty  title  of  general  which  he  bore  added  little 
to  the  strength  of  the  Confederates.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
reported  that  every  chance  appeared  to  be  in  favour  of  Charies, 
and  Arthur,  who  looked  upon  his  success  as  presenting  the 
only  chance  in  favour  of  his  father's  enterprise,  was  not  a  little 
pleased  to  find  it  ensured,  as  far  as  depended  on  a  great 
superiority  of  force.  He  had  no  leisure  to  make  farther  in- 
quiries, for  the  Queen  at  that  moment  entered  the  apartment^ 
and  the  Carmelite,  learning  her  quality,  withdrew  froai  her 
presence  in  deep  reverence. 

The  paleness  of  her  complexion  still  bespoke  the  fatigues  of 
the  day  preceding ;  but,  as  she  graciously  bestowed  on  Arthur 
the  greetings  of  the  morning,  her  voice  was  firm,  her  eye  clear, 
and  her  countenance  steady.  '  I  meet  you,'  she  said,  '  not  as  I 
left  you,  but  determined  in  my  purpose.     I  am  satLsfied  that, 
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if  Beii6  does  not  Toluntarily  yidd  up  his  throne  of  Prorence, 
by  some  step  like  that  which  we  propose^  he  will  be  hurled 
from  it  by  Tiolence»  in  which,  it  may  be,  his  life  will  not  be 
spared.  We  will,  therefore,  to  work  with  all  speed.  The  worst 
is,  that  I  cannot  leave  this  oonyent  till  I  have  made  the 
necessary  penances  for  having  visited  the  Garagoule,  without 
performing  which  I  were  no  Christian  woman.  When  you 
return  to  Aiz,  inquire  at  the  palace  for  mv  secretary,  with 
whom  this  line  wOl  give  you  credence.  I  have,  even  before 
this  door  of  hope  opened  to  me,  endeavoured  to  form  an 
estimate  of  King  Bend's  situation,  and  collected  the  documents 
for  that  purpose.  Tell  him  to  send  me,  duly  sealed  and  under 
fitting  ohaige^  the  small  cabinet  hooped  with  silver.  Hours  of 
penance  for  past  errors  may  be  employed  to  prevent  others; 
and,  from  the  contents  of  tibat  cabinet,  I  shall  learn  whether  I 
am,  in  this  weighty  matter,  sacrificing  my  father's  interests  to 
my  own  half-desperate  hopes.  But  of  this  I  have  little  or  no 
doubt.  I  can  cause  the  deeds  of  resignation  and  transference 
to  be  drawn  up  here  under  my  own  direction,  and  arrange  the 
execution  of  tiiem  when  I  return  to  Aiz,  which  shall  be  the 
first  moment  after  my  penance  is  concluded.' 

< And  this  letter,  gracious  madam,'  said  Arthur,  'will  inform 
you  what  events  are  approaching,  and  of  what  importance  it 
may  be  to  take  time  by  the  forelock.  Place  me  but  in  pos- 
session of  these  momentous  deeds,  and  I  will  travel  night  and 
day  till  I  reach  the  Duke's  camp.  I  shall  find  him  most  likely 
in  the  moment  of  victory,  and  with  his  heart  too  much  open 
to  refuse  a  boon  to  the  royal  kinswoman  who  is  surrendering 
to  him  all.  We  will,  we  must  in  such  an  hour  obtain 
princely  succours;  and  we  shall  soon  see  if  the  licentious 
Edwud  of  York,  the  savage  Richard,  the  treacherous  and 
perjured  Clarence,  are  hereafter  to  be  lords  of  Meny  Eng- 
laiid,  or  whether  they  must  give  place  to  a  more  rightful 
Bovweign  and  better  man.  But  O !  royal  madam,  all  depends 
on  haste.' 

'True;  yet  a  few  days  may, nay, must,  cast  the  die  between 
Charles  and  his  opponents ;  and,  ere  making  so  great  a  surrender, 
it  were  as  well  to  be  assured  that  he  whom  we  would  propitiate 
is  in  capacity  to  assist  us.  All  the  events  of  a  tragic  and  varied 
life  have  led  me  to  see  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an  inconsider- 
able enemy.  I  will  make  haste,  however,  trusting  in  the  in- 
terim we  may  have  good  news  from  the  banks  of  the  lake  at 
Neufchatel.' 
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'But  who  shall  be  emplojed  to  diair  these  nosfc  important 
deedsf  said  the  young  man. 

Margaret  mused  eve  she  replied — ^The  father  g^oaidian  is 
oomplaiaant»  and  I  think  faitUul ;  but  I  would  not  wiUingty 
repose  coofidenoe  in  one  of  the  TtOYmnqtl  monks.  Stay,  let 
me  think;  your  fitther  says  the  Oaimelite  who  brought  the 
letter  may  be  trusted — ^he  shall  do  the  tom.  He  is  a  stranger, 
and  will  be  silent  for  a  piece  of  money.  Eareweil,  Arthur  de 
Yere.  Ton  will  be  treated  with  all  hospitality  by  my  father. 
If  thou  dost  reoeiTO  fsrther  tidings,  thou  wilt  let  me  know 
them;  or,  should  I  haye  instruotions  to  send,  thou  wilt  hear 
from  me.    So,  benedidte.' 

Arthur  prooeeded  to  wind  down  the  mountain  at  a  much 
quicker  pace  than  he  had  asoended  on  the  day  before.  The 
weather  was  now  gloriously  serene^  and  the  beanties  of  yegetar 
tion,  in  aoountry  where  it  neyer  totally  slumbers,  were  at  once 
delicious  and  refreshing.  His  thoughts  wandered  from  the 
crags  of  Mont  St  Yiotoire  to  the  cliff  of  the  canton  of  Unter- 
walden,  and  iaxicy  recalled  the  moments  when  his  waUui 
through  suoh  scenery  were  not  solitary,  but  when  there  was  a 
form  by  his  side  whose  simple  beauty  was  engmyed  on  his 
memory.  Suoh  thoughts  were  of  a  preoccupying  nature,  and 
I  grieye  to  say  that  they  entirely  dn>wned  the  recollection  of 
the  mysterious  caution  giyen  him  by  his  father,  intimating 
that  Arthur  might  not  be  able  to  comprehend  sndi  letters  as 
he  should  recetye  from  him  till  they  Were  wanned  before  a  fire. 

I^e  first  thing  which  reminded  him  of  this  singular  caution 
was  the  seeing  a  chafingKiish  of  eharooal  in  the  kitohen  of  the 
hostelry  at  the  bottom  oi  the  mountain,  where  he  found  Thie- 
bault  amd  his  horses.  This  was  the  first  fire  which  he  had  seen 
since  receiying  his  father's  letter,  and  it  reminded  him  not 
unnaturally  of  what  the  Eari  had  recommended.  Great  was 
his  surprise  to  see  that»  after  exposing  the  paper  to  the  fire  as 
if  to  dry  it^  a  word  emerged  in  an  important  passage  of  the 
letter,  and  the  concluding  words  now  read — 'The  beeoer  may 
noi  be  trusted.'  Welhii^  choked  with  diame  and  yexation, 
Arthur  could  think  of  no  other  reniedy  than  instantly  to  return 
to  the  conyent  and  acquaint  the  Queen  with  this  discoyery, 
which  he  hoped  still  to  conyey  to  her  in  time  to  preyent  any 
risk  being  incurred  by  the  CSarmelite's  treachery. 

Incensed  at  himself,  and  eager  to  redeem  his  foult^  he  bent 
his  manly  breast  against  the  steep  hill,  which  was  probably 
neyer  scaled  in  so  short  time  as  by  the  young  heir  of  De  Yere ; 


Aims  OF  QmsBsmmf  t^t 

f or»  within  forty  minuteB  from  hk  ccxmnencing  the  ftBcent,  lie 
stood  breatUeoi  and  panting  in  the  pre&ence  of  Queen  Maigaiet» 
who  was  alike  surprised  at  his  appearance  and  his  exhausted 
coDdition. 

'IVost  not  the  Carmelite!'  he  exclaimed.  ^You  are  be- 
trayed, noble  Queen,  and  it  is  by  my  negligenoe.  Here  is  my 
dagger ;  bid  me  strike  it  into  my  heart  I ' 

Mazgaret  demanded  and  obtained  a  more  speeial  explanation, 
and  when  it  was  giyen,  she  said,  '  It  is  an  unhappy  ohanoe ; 
but  your  father's  instructions  ought  to  hare  been  more  distinct 
I  haye  ttAd  yonder  Carmelite  the  purpose  of  the  contracts,  and 
engaged  with  him  to  draw  them.  He  has  but  now  left  me  to 
serve  at  the  choir.  There  is  no  withdrawing  the  confidence 
I  have  unhappily  placed ;  but  I  can  easily  prevail  with  the 
&ther  guardian  to  prevent  the  monk  from  leaving  the  convent 
till  we  are  indifferent  to  his  secrecy.  It  is  our  best  chance  to 
secure  it,  and  we  will  take  care  that  what  inconvenience  he 
sustains  by  his  detention  shall  be  well  recompensed.  Mean- 
whUe,  rest  thou,  good  Arthur,  and  undo  the  throat  of  thy 
mantle.  Poor  youth,  thou  art  wellni^  exhausted  with  thy 
haste.' 

Arthur  obeyed,  and  sat  down  on  a  seat  in  the  parlour ;  for 
the  speed  which  he  had  exerted  rendered  him  almost  incapable 
of  standing. 

*If  I  <»iuld  but  see,'  he  said,  'the  false  monk,  I  would  find 
a  way  to  charm  him  to  secrecy  I' 

'Better  leave  him  to  me,'  said  the  Queen ;  'and  in  a  woid, 
I  forbid  you  to  meddle  with  him.  The  coif  can  treat  better 
with  the  cowl  than  the  casque  can  do.  Bay  no  more  of  him. 
I  joy  to  see  you  wear  around  your  neck  the  holy  relic  I  bestowed 
on  you ;  but  what  Moorish  charmlet  is  that  you  wear  beside  itf 
Alas !  I  need  not  ask.  Tour  heightened  colour,  almost  as  deep 
as  when  you  entered  a  quarter  of  an  hour  hence  [since],  con- 
fesses a  true4ove  tdicen.  Alas  1  poor  boy,  hast  thou  not  only 
such  a  share  of  thy  country's  woes  to  bear,  but  also  thine  own 
load  of  affliction,  not  the  less  poignant  now  that  future  time 
will  show  thee  how  fantastic  it  ist  Margaret  of  Anjou  could 
once  have  uded  wherever  thy  affaotioiis  were  placed ;  but  now 
she  can  <Nily  contribute  to  the  misery  of  her  friends,  not  to 
their  happiness.  But  this  lady  of  the  diarm,  Arthur,  is  she  fair 
— ^is  she  wise  and  virtuoua^is  she  of  noble  birth — and  does 
she  lovet'  She  perused  his  countenance  with  the  glance  of  an 
eagie^  and  continued,  'To  aU  thou  wouldst  answer  "Tes,"  if 
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shamefacedneaB  permitted  thee.  Lave  her  then  in  tnnii  my 
gallant  boy,  for  We  is  the  parent  of  btaye  actiomu  Go^  my 
noble  youth ;  high-bom  and  loyal,  valorous  and  virtuous,  en- 
amoured and  youthful,  to  what  mayst  thou  not  riset  The 
chivalry  of  andent  Europe  only  lives  in  a  bosom  like  thine. 
Go,  and  let  the  praises  of  a  queen  fire  thy  bosom  with  the  love 
of  honour  and  achievement.     In  three  days  we  meet  at  Aiz.' 

Arthur,  highly  gratified  with  the  Queen's  condescension, 
once  more  left  her  presence. 

Betuming  down  the  mountain  with  a  speed  very  different 
from  that  which  he  had  used  in  the  ascent^  he  again  found  his 
Proven9al  squire,  who  had  remained  in  much  surprise  at  witness- 
ing the  confusion  in  which  his  master  had  left  the  inn,  almost 
immediately  after  he  had  entered  it  without  any  apparent  haste 
or  agitation.  Arthur  explained  h!s  hasty  return  by  alleging  he 
had  forgot  his  purse  at  the  convent.  *  Nay,  in  that  case,'  said 
Thiebault^  *  considering  what  you  left  and  where  you  left  it»  I 
do.  not  wonder  at  your  speed,  though,  Our  Lady  save  me,  as  I 
never  saw  living  creature,  save  a  goat  with  a  wolf  at  his  heels, 
make  his  way  over  crag  and  briers  with  half  such  rapidity  as 
you  did.' 

They  reached  Aiz  after  about  an  hour's  riding,  and  Arthur 
lest  no  time  in  waiting  upon  the  good  King  Ren^  who  gave  him 
a  kind  reception,  both  in  respect  of  the  letter  from  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  and  in  consideration  of  his  being  an  Englishman,  the 
avowed  subject  of  the  unfortunate  Margaret  The  placable 
monarch  soon  forgave  his  young  guest  the  want  of  complaisance 
with  which  he  had  eschewed  to  listen  to  his  compositions ;  and 
Arthur  speedily  found  that  to  apologise  for  his  want  of  breeding 
in  that  particular  was  likely  to  lead  to  a  great  deal  more 
rehearsing  than  he  could  find  patience  to  tolerate.  He  could 
only  avoid  the  old  king's  extreme  desire  to  redte  his  own  poems 
and  perform  his  own  music  by  engaging  him  in  speaking  of  his 
daughter  Margaret.  Arthur  had  been  sometimes  induced  to 
doubt  the  influence  which  the  Queen  boasted  herself  to  possess 
over  her  aged  father;  but^  on  being  acquainted  with  him 
personally,  he  became  convinced  that  her  powerful  understand- 
ing and  violent  passions  inspired  the  feeble-minded  and  passive 
king  with  a  mixture  of  pride,  afiection,  and  fear,  which  united 
to  give  her  the  most  ample  authority  over  him. 

Although  she  had  parted  with  him  but  a  day  or  two  since, 
and  in  a  manner  so  ungracious  on  her  side,  Ren6  was  as  much 
overjoyed  at  hearing  of  the  probability  of  her  speedy  return  as 
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the  fondeBt  fkther  oould  haye  been  at  the  proepect  of 
reunited  to  the  most  duttfol  child,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for 
years.  The  old  king  was  impatient  aB  a  boy  for  the  day  of  her 
arriTal,  and,  still  strangely  unenlightened  on  the  difierenoe  of 
her  taste  from  his  own,  he  was  with  difficulty  induced  to  lay 
aside  a  project  of  meeting  her  in  the  charactered  old  Palemon — 

The  prince  of  shepherdB,  and  their  pride— 

at  the  head  of  an  Arcadian  procession  of  nympha  and  swains, 
to  inspire  whose  choral  dances  and  songs  every  pipe  and  tam- 
bourine in  the  countxy  was  to  be  jdaced  in  requisition.  Even 
the  old  seneschal,  however,  intimated  his  disapprobation  of  this 
spedes  cHjoyeiuH  enirde;  so  that  Ben6  suffered  himself  at  length 
to  be  persuaded  that  the  Queen  was  too  much  occupied  by  the 
leligioua  impressions  to  which  she  had  been  of  late  exposed  to 
receiye  any  agreeable  sensation  from  sights  or  sounds  of  levity. 
The  King  gave  way  to  reasons  which  he  could  not  sympathise 
with ;  and  tiius  Margaret  escaped  the  shook  of  welcome,  which 
would  perhaps  have  driven  her  in  her  impatience  back  to  the 
mountain  of  St.  V ictoire,  and  the  sable  cavern  of  Lou  Garagoule. 

During  the  time  of  her  absence,  the  days  of  the  court  of 
Provence  were  employed  in  sports  and  rejoidngs  of  every 
description — ^tilting  at  the  barrier  with  blunted  spears,  riding  at 
the  ring,  parties  for  hare-hunting  and  falconry,  frequented  by 
the  youth  of  both  sexes,  in  the  company  of  whom  the  King 
delighted,  while  the  evenings  were  consumed  in  dancing  and 
musia 

Arthur  could  not  but  be  sensible  that  not  long  since  all  this 
would  have  made  him  perfectly  happy ;  but  the  last  months 
of  his  existence  had  developed  his  uiKLerstanding  and  passions. 
He  was  now  initiated  in  the  actual  busineea  of  human  life,  and 
looked  on  its  amusements  with  an  air  of  something  like  con- 
tempt ;  so  that  among  the  young  and  gay  noblesse  who  com- 
posed this  merry  court  he  acquired  the  title  of  the  youthful 
philosopher,  which  was  not  bestowed  upon  him,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed, as  inifernng  anything  of  peculiar  compliment. 

On  the  fourth  day  news  were  received,  byan  express  messenger, 
that  Queen  Margaret  would  enter  Aix  before  the  hour  of  noon, 
to  resume  her  residence  in  her  father's  palace.  The  good  King 
Ben6  seemed,  as  it  drew  nigh,  to  fear  the  interview  with  his 
daughter  as  much  as  he  had  previously  desired  it,  and  contrived 
to  make  all  around  him  partake  of  his  fidgety  anxiety.  He 
tormented  his  steward  and  cooks  to  recollect  what  dishes  th^ 
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had  ever  obaeonred  her  to  tasto  of  with  approbatioa ;  he  pc«ued 
the  muflidanB  to  remember  the  tonea  which  she  approyed,  and 
when  one  of  them  boldly  rephed  he  had  never  Icnown  her 
Majesty  endure  any  strain  with  patience,  the  old  monarch 
threatened  to  turn  him  out  of  his  seryioe  for  slandering  the  taste 
of  his  daughter.  The  banquet  was  ordered  to  be  served  at  half- 
past  eleven,  as  if  accelerating  it  would  have  had  the  least  effect 
upon  hurrying  the  arrival  of  the  expected  guests ;  and  the  old 
king,  with  his  napkin  over  his  arm,  traversed  the  hall  from 
window  to  window,  wearying  ev^y  one  with  questions  whether 
they  saw  anything  of  the  Queen  of  England.  Exactly  as  the 
bells  tolled  noon,  the  Queen,  with  a  very  small  retinue,  chiefly 
English,  and  in  mourning  habits  like  herself  rode  into  tiie  town 
of  Aix.  King  Ben^  at  the  head  of  his  courts  failed  not  to 
descend  from  the  front  of  his  stately  palace  and  move  along  the 
street  to  meet  his  daughter.  Lofty,  proud,  and  jealous  of  incur- 
ring ridicule,  Margaret  was  not  pleased  with  this  public  greeting 
in  the  market-place.  But  she  was  desbous  at  present  to  make 
amends  for  her  late  petulance,  and  therefore  she  descended  fnun 
her  palfrey ;  and  although  something  shocked  at  seeing  Beni6 
equipped  with  a  napkin,  she  humbled  herself  to  bend  the  knee 
to  him,  asking  at  once  his  blessing  and  f oigiveness. 

'  Thou  hae^b — ^thou  hast  my  blessing  my  suffering  dove,'  said 
the  simple  king  to  the  proudest  and  most  impatient  princess 
that  ever  wept  for  a  lost  crown.  *  And  for  my  pardon,  how 
canst  thou  ask  it^  who  never  didst  me  an  offence  since  God  made 
me  father  to  so  gracious  a  child  t  Rise— -I  say  rise ;  nay,  it  is 
for  me  to  ask  thy  pardon.  True,  I  said  in  my  ignorance^  and 
thought  within  myself,  that  my  heart  had  indited  a  goodly 
thing;  but  it  vexed  ^ee.  It  is  therefoTB  for  me  to  crave 
pardon.'  And  down  sunk  good  King  Ben^  npon  both  knees; 
and  the  people,  who  are  usually  captivated  with  anything  re- 
sembling the  trick  of  the  scene,  applauded  with  mnch  noise^ 
and  some  smothered  laughter,  a  situation  in  which  the  royal 
daughter  and  her  parent  seemed  about  to  rehearse  the  scene 
of  the  Boman  Charity. 

Margaret^  sensitively  alive  to  shame,  and  fully  awaxe  that 
her  present  poaitioa  was  sufficiently  ludicnnis  in  its  pablidt^ 
at  leasts  signed  sharply  to  Arthur,  whom  she  saw  in  the  King's 
suite,  to  come  to  her;  and,  using  his  arm  to  rise,  she  muttered 
to  him  aside,  and  in  English — 'To  what  saint  shall  I  vow 
myself  that  I  may  preserve  patience  when  I  so  much  need  itt' 

'For  pity's  sake,  royal  madam,  recall  your  finnneas  of  mind 
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and  oompoBiuey'  whispered  her  eeqnire^  who  felt  at  the  momeiit 
more  embanmaaed  than  honoured  by  his  diadngaiahed  office, 
for  he  ooold  feel  that  the  Queen  actually  trembled  with  yeza' 
tion  and  impatience. 

They  at  length  reenmed  their  route  to  the  palace,  the  father 
and  daughter  ann  in  ann*-«  posture  most  agreeable  to  Margaret, 
who  co^  bring  henelf  to  endure  her  father's  efihsions  of 
tenderness,  and  the  general  tone  of  his  oonTexiation,  so  that  he 
was  not  overheard  by  others.  In  the  same  manner,  she  bore 
with  laudable  patience  the  teasing  attentions  which  he  addressed 
to  her  at  tablp,  noticed  some  of  his  particular  courtiers,  inquired 
after  others,  led  the  way  to  his  fayourite  subjects  of  conversa- 
tion on  poetry,  painting,  and  music,  till  the  good  king  was  as 
much  delighted  with  the  unwonted  civilities  A  his  daughter  as 
ever  was  lover  with  the  favourable  confessions  of  his  mistress, 
when,  after  years  of  warm  courtship,  the  ice  of  her  bosom  is  at 
length  thawed.  It  cost  the  haughty  Maigaret  an  effort  to  bend 
henelf  to  play  this  part.  Her  pride  rebuked  her  for  stooping  to 
flatter  her  father's  foibles  in  order  to  bring  him  over  to  the 
resignation  of  his  dominions ;  yet^  having  undertaken  to  do  so^ 
and  so  much  having  been  already  hasarded  upon  this  sole 
remaining  chance  of  success  in  an  attack  upon  England,  she 
saw,  or  was  willing  to  see,  no  alternative. 

Betwixt  the  banquet  and  the  ball  by  which  it  was  to  be 
followed,  the  Queen  sought  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to 
Arthur. 

'Bad  news,  my  sage  counsellor,'  she  said.  'The  Carmelite 
never  returned  to  the  convent  after  the  service  was  over. 
Having  learned  that  you  had  come  back  in  great  haste,  he  had, 
I  suppose^  concluded  he  might  stand  in  suspicion,  so  he  left 
the  convent  of  Mont  St  Yictoire.' 

'We  must  hasten  the  measures  which  your  Majesty  has 
resolved  to  adopts'  answered  Arthur. 

'I  will  speak  with  my  father  to-morrow.  Meanwhile,  you 
must  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  evenings  for  to  you  they  may 
be  pleasures.  Young  lady  of  Boisgelin,  I  give  you  this  cavalier 
to  be  your  partner  for  the  evening.' 

The  black-eyed  and  pretty  Pioven^ale  courtesied  with  due 
decorum,  and  glanced  at  the  handsome  young  Engliahman  with 
an  eye  of  approbation ;  but,  whether  afraid  of  his  character  as 
a  philosopher  or  his  doubtful  rank,  added  the  saving  clause — 
'  If  my  mother  approves.' 

'Your  mother,  damsel,  will  acaroe,  I  think,  diaapprove  of 


400  WAVKBUET  NOVELS 

any  partner  whom  you  leoeiYe  from  the  hands  ci  Mazgaret  of 
Anjou.  Happy  priyilege  ci  youth,'  she  added  with  a  aigh,  as 
the  youthful  oouple  went  off  to  take  their  place  in  the  brunde^ 
*  which  can  anatdi  a  flower  eyen  on  the  roughest  road  1 ' 

Arthur  acquitted  himself  so  well  during  the  evening,  that 
perhaps  the  young  countess  was  only  sonry  that  so  gay  and 
handsome  a  gallant  limited  his  compliments  and  attentions 
within  the  cold  bounds  ci  that  courteqr  enjoined  by  the  rules 
of  ceremony. 


CHAPTER  XXXn 

For  I  liave  fAvea  here  my  ftill  oonflent^ 
To  nndeck  uie  pompoiis  oodjr  of  a  kuig, 
Make  fAoTf  base,  and  aorereignty  a  slave, 
IVoud  Migesty  a  subject,  state  a  peasant 

lUehafdlL 

Tee  next  day  opened  a  grave  scene.  King  Ben^  had  not  for- 
gotten to  arrange  the  pleunires  of  the  day,  when,  to  his  horror 
and  discomfiture,  Maigaret  demanded  an  interview  upon  serious 
business.  If  there  was  a  proposition  in  the  world  which  Ren6 
from  his  soul  detested,  it  was  any  that  related  to  the  very  name 
<rf  business. 

'What  was  it  that  his  child  wanted)'  he  said.  'Was  it 
money?  He  would  give  her  whatever  ready  sums  he  had, 
though  he  owned  his  exchequer  was  somewhat  bare;  yet  he 
had  received  his  income  for  the  season.  It  was  ten  thousand 
crowns.  How  much  should  he  desire  to  be  paid  to  her — ^the 
half,  three  parts,  or  the  whole  f    All  was  at  her  command.' 

'Alas,  my  dear  father,'  said  Maigareti  '  it  is  not  my  affidrs, 
but  your  own,  on  whidi  I  desire  to  speak  with  you.' 

'If  the  affiurs  are  mine,'  said  Ben^  'I  am  surely  master  to 
put  them  off  to  another  day — ^to  some  rainv,  dull  day,  fit  for 
no  better  purpose.  See,  my  love,  the  hawking-party  are  all 
on  their  steeds  and  ready,  tixe  horses  are  neighing  and  paw- 
ing, the  gallants  and  maidens  mounted,  and  i^y  with  hawk 
on  fist^  the  spaniels  struggling  in  the  leash.  It  were  a  sin, 
with  ^dnd  and  weather  to  friend,  to  lose  so  lovely  a  morning.' 

'Let  them  ride  their  way,'  said  Queen  Margaret^  'and  find 
their  sport;  for  the  matter  I  have  to  speak  concerning  involves 
honour  and  rank,  life  and  means  of  living.' 

'Nay,  but  I  have  to  hear  and  judge  between  Calenm  and 
John  of  Acqua  Mortis,  the  two  most  celebrated  troubadouxs.' 

'Postpone  their  cause  till  to-moirow,'  said  Maigareti  'and 
dedicate  an  hour  or  two  to  more  important  affiurs.' 

xziii  26 
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'If  you  are  peremptoxy/  replied  King  Ben^  'yon  are  aware, 
my  ohud,  I  cannot  say  yon  nay.' 

And  with  reluctance  he  gave  orden  for  the  hawken  to 
go  on  and  follow  their  sporty  aa  he  could  not  attend  tham 
that  day. 

The  old  king  then  sufiered  himaelf ,  like  an  unwilling  grey- 
hound withheld  from  the  chase,  to  be  led  into  a  separate 
apartment.  To  ensure  privacy,  Maigaret  staticmed  her  secret- 
ary Mordaunt,  with  Arthur,  in  an  ante-ohamber,  giving  them 
orders  to  prevent  all  intrusion. 

*  Nay,  for  myself,  Margaret,'  said  the  good-natured  old  man, 
'since  it  must  be,  I  consent  to  be  put  au  iearet;  but  why  keep 
old  Mordaunt  from  taking  a  walk  in  this  beautiful  mornings 
and  why  prevent  young  Arthur  from  going  forth  with  the  rest  f 
I  promise  you,  though  they  term  him  a  philosopher,  yet  he 
showed  as  light  a  pair  of  heels  last  nighty  with  the  young 
Oountess  de  Boisgelin,  as  any  gallant  in  Provence.' 

'They  are  come  fiom  a  country,'  said  Margaret^  'in  which 
men  are  trained  from  infancy  to  prefer  their  duty  to  their 
pleasure.' 

The  poor  king,  led  into  the  council-closet,  saw  with  intenud 
shuddering  the  h,tal  cabinet  of  ebony,  bound  with  silver,  which 
had  never  been  opened  but  to  overwhelm  him  with  weariness^ 
and  dolefully  calculated  how  many  yawns  he  must  strangle  ere 
he  sustained  tixe  consideration  of  its  contents.  They  proved, 
however,  when  laid  before  him,  of  a  kind  that  excited  even  his 
interest,  though  painfully. 

His  daughter  presented  him  with  a  short  and  dear  view  of 
the  debts  which  were  secured  on  his  dominions,  and  for  which 
they  were  mortgaged  in  various  pieces  and  panoels.  She  then 
showed  him,  by  another  schedule,  the  large  claims  of  which 
payment  was  instantly  demanded,  to  discharge  which  no  funds 
could  be  found  or  assigned.  The  King  defied  himself  like 
others  in  his  forlorn  situation.  To  every  daim  of  six,  seven,  or 
eight  thousand  ducats,  he  replied  by  the  assertion  that  he  had 
ten  thousand  crowns  in  his  chancery,  and  showed  some  reluct* 
ance  to  be  convinced,  till  repeatedly  urged  upon  him,  that  the 
same  sum  could  not  be  adequate  to  the  discharge  of  thirty 
times  the  amount. 

'  Then,'  said  the  King,  somewhat  impatiently,  '  why  not  pay 
off  those  who  are  most  pressings  and  let  the  others  wait  till 
receipts  come  roundl' 

'It  is  a  practice  which  has  been  too  often  resorted  to^' 
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replied  the  Queen,  'and  it  is  bat  a  part  of  "honeBty  to  pay 
creditors  who  have  advanced  their  all  in  your  Grace's  service.' 

'But  are  we  not|'  said  Ren6,  'king  of  both  the  Sicilies, 
Naples,  Arragon,  and  Jerusalem  1  And  why  is  the  monarch  of 
sudi  fair  kingdoms  to  be  pushed  to  the  wall,  like  a  bankrupt 
yeoman,  for  a  few  bags  of  paltry  crownst' 

'  You  are  indeed  monarch  of  these  kingdoms,'  said  Margaret : 
'but  is  it  necessary  to  remind  your  Majesty  that  it  is  but  as  1 
am  Queen  of  England,  in  whidi  I  have  not  an  acre  of  land,  and 
cannot  command  a  penny  of  revenue  f  Tou  have  no  dominions 
which  are  a  source  of  revenue,  save  those  which  you  see  in  this 
scroll,  with  an  exact  list  of  the  income  they  afibrd.  It  is 
totally  inadequate,  you  see,  to  maintain  your  state  and  to  pay 
the  large  engagements  incurred  to  former  creditors.' 

'It  is  cruel  to  press  me  to  the  wall  thus,'  said  the  poor 
king.  '  What  can  I  do  ?  If  I  am  poor,  I  cannot  help  it.  I 
am  sure  I  would  pay  the  debts  you  talk  of ,  if  I  knew  the 
way.' 

'  Royal  father,  I  will  show  it  you.  Resign  your  useless  and 
unavailing  dignity,  which,  with  the  pretensions  attending  it, 
serves  but  to  make  your  miseries  ridicidous.  Resign  your  rights 
as  a  sovereign,  and  the  income  which  cannot  be  stretched  out 
to  the  empty  excesses  of  a  beggarly  court  will  enable  you  to 
enjoy,  in  ease  and  opulence,  all  the  pleasures  you  most  delight 
in  as  a  private  baron.' 

'Ma^gareti  you  speak  folly,'  answered  Ren^  somewhat 
sternly.  'A  king  and  his  people  are  bound  by  ties  which 
neither  can  sever  without  guilt.  My  subjects  are  my  fiock ;  I 
am  their  shepherd.  They  are  assigned  to  my  governance  by 
Heaven,  and  I  dare  not  renounce  the  chaxge  of  protecting 
them.' 

'Were  you  in  condition  to  do  so^'  answered  the  Queen, 
'  Margaret  would  bid  you  fight  to  the  death.  But  don  your 
harness,  long  disused,  mount  your  war-steed,  ciy  "Ren^  for 
Provence  1 "  and  see  if  a  hundred  men  will  gather  round  your 
standard.  Tour  fortresses  are  in  the  hands  of  strangers;  armv 
you  have  none ;  your  vassals  may  have  good-will,  but  they  lack 
all  military  skill  and  soldierlike  discipline.  Tou  stand  but  the 
mere  skeleton  of  monarchy,  which  France  or  Burgundy  may 
prostrate  on  the  earth,  whichever  first  puts  forth  his  arm  to 
throw  it  down.' 

The  tears  trickled  fast  down  the  old  king's  oheeks  when 
this  unflattering  prospect  was  set  before  him,  and  he  could  not 
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fiorbear  owning  his  total  want  of  power  to  defend  himself  and 
his  dominionB,  and  admitting  that  he  had  often  thought  of  the 
necessity  of  compounding  for  his  resignation  with  one  of  his 
powetfttl  neighbours. 

'It  was  thy  interesti  Margaret^  harsh  and  serene  as  you  are, 
which  prevented  my  entering,  before  now,  into  measures  most 
painful  to  my  feelings,  but  peifaaps  best  caloolated  for  my 
advantage.  But  I  had  hoped  it  would  hold  on  for  my  day ; 
and  thou,  my  child,  with  1^  talents  Heaven  has  given  thee, 
wouldst^  I  thought^  have  f6und  remedy  for  distresses  which  I 
cannot  escape  otherwise  than  by  shunning  the  thoughts  of 
them.' 

'  If  it  is  in  earnest  you  speak  of  my  interest^'  said  Maigaret> 
'know,  that  your  resigning  Provence  will  satisfy  the  nearest^ 
and  almost  the  only,  wish  that  my  bosom  can  form;  but,  so 
judge  me  Heaven,  as  it  is  on  your  aocounti  gracious  sire,  as 
well  as  mine,  that  I  advise  your  compliance.' 

'  Say  no  more  on%  child ;  give  me  the  parchment  of  resigna- 
tion and  I  will  sign  it  I  see  thou  hast  it  ready  drawn ;  let  us 
sign  it|  and  then  we  will  overtake  the  hawkers.  We  must 
si^fer  woe,  but  there  is  little  need  to  sit  down  and  weep 
for  it' 

'Do  you  not  ask,'  said  Maigaret^  suiprised  at  his  apathy, 
'to  whom  you  cede  your  dominions?' 

'What  boots  it,'  answered  the  King,  'since  they  must  be  no 
more  my  own  ?  It  must  be  either  to  Charles  of  Burgundy  or 
my  nephew  Louis — both  powerful  and  politic  princes.  God 
send  my  poor  people  may  have  no  cause  to  wish  their  old  man 
back  again,  whose  only  pleasure  was  to  see  them  happy  and 
mirthful.' 

'  It  is  to  Burgundy  you  resign  Provence,'  said  Margaret 

'  I  would  have  preferred  him,'  answered  Ben^ :  '  he  is  fierce, 
but  not  malignant  One  word  more — are  my  subjects'  privi- 
leges and  immunities  fully  secured)' 

'Amply,'  replied  the  Queen;  'and  your  own  wants  of  all 
kinds  honourably  provided  for.  I  would  not  leave  the  stipula- 
tions in  your  favour  in  blank,  though  I  might  periiaps  have 
trusted  Charles  of  Burgundy  where  money  alone  is  concerned.' 

'I  ask  not  for  myself;  with  my  viol  and  my  pencil, 
Ben^  the  troubadour  will  be  as  happy  as  ever  was  Ben6 
the  king.' 

So  saying,  with  practical  philosophy  he  whistled  the  burden 
of  his  last  composed  ariette,  and  signed  away  the  rest  of  his 
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loyal  posBeflrioDfl  withoat  puUing  off  his  glove  or  eren  reading 
the  instniineiit. 

'What  is  thigf  he  said,  looking  at  anotlier  and  separate 
parchment  of  muoh  briefer  contents.  *  Must  my  kinsman  Charles 
have  both  the  SicOies,  Catalonia,  Naples,  and  Jerusalem,  as  well 
as  the  poor  remainder  of  Provence?  Methinks,  in  decency,  some 
greater  ertent  of  parchment  should  have  been  allowed  to  so 
ample  a  cession.' 

'That  deed,'  said  Margaret,  'only  disowns  and  reUnquishes 
all  countenance  of  Ferrand  de  Yaudemont's  rash  attempt  on 
Lorraine,  and  renounces  all  quarrel  on  that  account  against 
Charles  of  Burgundy.' 

For  once  Margaret  miscalculated  the  traotability  of  her  lather's 
temper.  Ben6  positively  started,  coloured,  and  stammered  with 
passion,  as  he  interrupted  her — '  Onlp  disown— on/y  reUnquish 
—only  renounce  the  cause  of  my  grandchild,  the  son  of  my 
dear  Tolande— his  rightful  clainui  on  his  mother's  inheritance ! 
Margaret,  I  am  ashuned  for  thee.  Thy  pride  is  an  excuse 
for  thy  evil  temper ;  but  what  is  pride  wortii  whidi  can  stoop 
to  commit  an  act  of  dishonourable  meanness  t  To  desert,  nay, 
disown,  my  own  flesh  and  blood,  because  the  youth  is  a  bold 
knight  under  shield  and  disposed  to  battle  for  his  right — ^I 
were  worthy  that  harp  and  horn  rung  out  shame  on  me,  should 
I  listen  to  thee.' 

Margaret  was  overcome  in  some  measure  by  the  old  man's 
unexpected  opposition.  She  endeavoured,  however,  to  show 
that  there  was  no  occasion,  in  point  of  honour,  why  BenA 
should  engage  in  the  cause  of  a  wild  adventurer,  whose  right, 
be  it  good,  be  it  bad,  was  only  upheld  by  some  petty  and  under- 
hand supplies  of  money  from  France,  and  the  countenance  of  a 
few  of  the  restless  banditti  who  inhabit  the  borders  of  all  nations. 
But,  ere  Ben6  could  answer,  voices,  raised  to  an  unusual  pitch, 
were  heard  in  the  ante-chamber,  the  door  of  which  was  flung 
open  by  an  armed  knight,  covered  with  dust,  who  exhibited  aU 
the  marks  of  a  long  journey. 

'Here  I  am,'  he  said,  'father  of  my  mother — ^behold  your 
grandson — ^Ferrand  de  Yaudemont ;  the  son  of  your  lost  Tolande 
kneels  at  your  feet,  and  implores  a  blessing  on  him  and  hie 
enterprise.' 

'^Hiou  hast  it,'  replied  Ben^  'and  may  it  prosper  with  thee, 
gallant  youth,  image  of  thy  sainted  mother — ^my  blessings^  my 
prayers,  my  hopes,  go  with  you ! ' 

'  And  you,  fair  aunt  of  England,'  said  the  young  knight, 


406  WAYBBIJET  NOVELS 

addreflsmg  Maigaxet — 'you  who  ace  youndf  dispoawpod  by 
traitoTB,  will  you  not  own  the  oause  of  a  kinsman  who  is  strug- 
gling for  his  inheritance  t ' 

'  I  wish  all  good  to  your  person,  foir  nephew,'  answered  the 
Queen  of  England,  '  although  your  features  are  strange  to  me. 
But  to  advise  this  old  man  to  adopt  your  oause,  when  it  is  des- 
perate in  the  eyes  of  all  wise  men,  were  impious  madness.' 

'  Is  my  cause,  then,  so  desperate  V  said  Ferrand ;  *  foigive  me 
if  I  was  not  aware  of  it»  And  does  my  aunt  Margaret  say  this, 
whose  strength  of  mind  supported  Lancaster  so  long,  after  the 
spirits  of  her  warriors  had  been  quelled  by  defeat?  What — 
forgive  me,  for  my  oause  must  be  pleaded — what  would  you 
have  said  had  my  mother  Tolande  been  capable  to  advise  her 
father  to  disown  your  own  Edward,  had  Qod  permitted  him  to 
reach  Provence  in  safety  t ' 

'Edward,'  said  Maigaret,  weeping  as  she  spoke,  'was  in- 
capable of  desiring  his  friends  to  espouse  a  quarrel  that  was 
inemediable.  His,  too^  was  a  oause  for  which  mighty  princes 
and  peers  laid  lance  in  rest.' 

'Yet  Heaven  blessed  it  not '  said  Yaudemont. 

'  Thine,'  continued  Margaret, '  is  but  embraced  by  the  robber 
nobles  of  Germany,  the  upstart  burghers  of  the  Bhine  cities, 
the  paltry  and  clownish  confederates  of  the  cantons.' 

'But  Heaven  has  blessed  %t,^  replied  Yaudemont.  'Know, 
proud  woman,  that  I  come  to  interrupt  your  treacherous  in- 
trigues— ^no  petty  adventurer,  subsisting  sjid  mAinfAJnwg  war* 
fkre  by  sleight  rather  than  force,  but  a  conqueror  from  a  bloody 
field  of  battle,  in  which  Heaven  has  tamed  the  pride  of  the 
tyrant  of  Burgundy.' 

'  It  is  false ! '  said  the  Queen,  starting.     '  I  believe  it  not.' 

'It  is  true,' said  De  Yaudemont^  'as  true  as  Heaven  is  above 
us.  It  is  four  days  since  I  left  ^  field  of  Gianson,  heaped 
with  Burgundy's  mercenaries ;  his  wealth,  his  jewels,  his  plate, 
his  magmficent  decorations,  the  prise  of  the  poor  Swiss^  who 
scarce  can  tell  their  value.  *  Enow  you  this.  Queen  Margaret?' 
continued  the  young  soldier,  showing  the  well-known  jewel 
which  decorated  the  Duke's  order  of  the  Golden  Fleece ;  '  think 
you  not  the  lion  was  closely  hunted  when  he  left  such  trophies 
as  these  behind  him  ? ' 

Margaret  looked  with  dassled  eyes  and  bewildered  thoughts 
upon  a  token  which  confirmed  the  Duke's  defeat,  and  the  ex- 
tinction of  her  last  hopes.  Her  father,  on  the  contrary,  was 
struck  with  the  heroism  of  the  young  warrior — a  quality  which. 
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exoept  as  it  existed  in  his  daughter  Maigaret^  had,  he  feaied, 
taken  leave  of  his  family.  Admiring  in  his  heart  the  youth 
who  eznoaed  himself  to  danger  for  the  meed  of  pnuse  almost 
as  much  as  he  did  the  poets  by  whom  the  warrior's  &me  is 
rendered  inmiortal,  he  hugged  his  grandson  to  his  bosom,  bid- 
ding him  'gird  on  his  sword  in  strength,'  and  assuring  him,  if 
money  could  advance  his  afiGBurs,  he,  Emg  Ren^,  could  conunand 
ten  tibousand  crowns,  any  part,  or  the  whole,  of  which  was  at 
Ferrand's  command ;  thus  giving  proof  of  what  had  been  said  of 
him,  that  his  head  was  incapable  of  containing  two  ideas  at  the 
same  time. 

We  return  to  Arthur,  who,  with  the  Queen  of  England's  sec- 
rotary,  Mordaunt,  had  been  not  a  little  surprised  by  the  entrance 
of  the  Count  de  Yaudemont^  calling  himself  Duke  of  Loiraine, 
into  the  ante-room,  in  which  they  kept  akind  of  guard,  followed 
by  a  tall  strong  Swias,  with  a  huge  halberd  over  his  shoulder, 
llie  prince  naming  himself,  Arthur  did  not  think  it  becoming 
to  oppose  his  entrance  to  the  presence  of  his  grand&ther  and 
aunt,  especiaUy  as  it  was  obvious  that  his  opposition  must  have 
created  an  affiay.  In  the  huge  staring  halberdier,  who  had 
sense  enough  to  remain  in  the  ante-room,  Arthur  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  recognise  Sigismund  Biederman,  who,  after  staring 
wildly  at  him  for  a  moment,  like  a  dog  which  suddenly  recog- 
nises a  favourite,  rushed  up  to  the  young  Englishman  with  a 
wild  cry  of  gladness,  and  in  hurried  accents  told  him  how  happy 
he  was  to  meet  with  him,  and  that  he  had  matters  of  importance 
to  tell  him.  It  was  at  no  time  eai^  for  Sigismund  to  arrange 
his  ideas,  and  now  they  wero  altogether  confused  by  the  triumph- 
ant j  qy  which  he  expressed  for  the  recent  victory  of  his  countiy- 
men  over  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ;  and  it  was  with  wonder  that 
Arthur  heard  his  confused  and  rude,  but  faithful,  tale. 

'Look  you.  King  Arthur,  the  Duke  had  come  up  with  his 
huge  army  as  far  as  Granson,  which  is  near  the  outlet  of  the 
great  lake  of  Neuf  chatel.  Thero  wero  five  or  six  hundred  Con- 
federates in  the  place,  and  they  held  it  till  provisions  failed, 
and  then  you  know  ihej  wero  forced  to  give  it  over.  But, 
though  hunger  is  hard  to  bear,  they  had  better  have  borne  it  a 
day  or  two  longer,  for  the  butcher  Charles  hung  them  all  up 
by  the  neck,  upon  trees  round  the  place;  and  thero  was  no 
swallowing  for  them,  you  know,  after  such  usage  as  that. 
Meanwhile,  all  was  busy  on  our  hills,  and  every  man  that  had 
a  sword  or  lance  accoutred  himself  with  it.  We  met  at  Neuf- 
chatel,  and  some  Germans  joined  us  with  the  noble  Duke  of 
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Loiraine.  Ah,  King  Arthur,  there  is  a  leader!  we  all  think 
him  second  but  to  Rudolph  of  Donnerhugel.  Tou  saw  him 
even  now — ^it  was  he  that  went  into  that  room ;  and  you  saw 
him  before — ^it  is  he  that  was  the  Blue  Knight  of  B&le ;  but  we 
called  him  Laurenz  then,  for  Rudolph  said  his  presence  among 
us  must  not  be  known  to  our  father,  and  I  did  not  know  my- 
self at  that  time  who  he  really  was.  Well,  when  we  came  to 
Neuf chatel  we  were  a  goodly  company :  we  were  fifteen  thou- 
sand stout  Confederates,  and  of  others,  Germans  and  Lorraine 
men,  I  will  warrant  you  five  thousand  more.  We  heard  that 
the  Burgundian  was  sixty  thousand  in  the  field ;  but  we  heard, 
at  the  same  time,  that  Charles  had  hung  up  our  brethren  like 
dogs,  and  the  man  was  not  among  us — among  the  Confederates, 
I  mean — ^who  would  stay  to  count  heads,  when  the  question 
was  to  avenge  them.  I  would  you  could  have  heard  the  roar 
of  fifteen  thousand  Swiss  demanding  to  be  led  against  the 
butcher  of  their  brethren  1  My  father  himself,  who,  you  know, 
is  usually  so  eager  for  peace,  now  gaye  the  first  voice  for  battle; 
80»  in  the  grey  of  the  morning,  we  descended  the  lake  towards 
Granson,  with  tears  in  our  eyes  and  weapons  in  our  hands, 
determined  to  have  death  or  vengeance.  We  came  to  a  sort  of 
strait,  between  Vauxmoreux  and  the  lake ;  there  were  horse  on 
the  level  ground  between  the  mountain  and  the  lake,  and  a 
large  body  of  infantry  on  the  side  of  the  hill.  The  Duke  of 
Lorraine  and  his  followers  engaged  the  horse,  while  we  dimbed 
the  hill  to  dispossess  the  infkntry.  It  was  with  us  the  affiur 
of  a  moment.  Every  man  of  us  was  at  home  among  the  crags, 
and  Charles's  men  were  stuck  among  them  as  thou  wert^  Arthur, 
when  thou  didst  first  come  to  Geierstein.  But  there  were  no 
kind  maidens  to  lend  them  their  hands  to  help  them  down. 
No — ^no^  there  were  pikes,  dubs,  and  halberds,  many  a  one^ 
to  dash  and  thrust  them  from  places  where  they  could  hardly 
keep  their  feet  had  there  been  no  one  to  disturb  them.  So  the 
horsemen,  pushed  by  the  Lorrainers,  and  seeing  us  upon  their 
flanks,  fled  as  fast  as  their  horses  could  cany  them.  Then  we 
drew  together  again  on  a  fair  field,  which  is  buon  oampagna^  as 
the  Italian  says,  where  the  hills  retire  from  the  lake.  But  lo 
you,  we  had  scarce  arrayed  our  ranks,  when  we  heard  such  a 
din  and  clash  of  instruments,  such  a  trample  of  their  great 
horses,  such  a  shouting  and  crying  of  men,  as  if  all  the  soldiers, 
and  all  the  minstrels,  in  France  and  Germany,  were  striving 
which  should  make  the  loudest  noise.  Then  there  was  a  huge 
cloud  of  dust  approaching  us,  and  we  began  to  see  we  must  do 
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or  die»  f6r  thia  was  Charles  and  his  whole  army  come  to  sup- 
port his  Yanguard.  A  blast  from  the  mountain  dispersed  the 
dust,  for  they  had  halted  to  prepare  for  battle.  0,  good 
Arthur,  you  would  have  given  ten  years  of  life  but  to  have 
seen  the  sight  1  There  were  thousands  of  horse  all  in  complete 
array,  glandng  against  the  sun,  and  hundreds  of  knights  with 
crowns  of  gold  and  mlver  on  their  helmets,  and  thick  masses  of 
spears  on  foot,  and  cannon,  as  they  call  them.  I  did  not  know 
what  things  Uiey  were  which  they  drew  on  heayily  with  bul- 
locks and  placed  before  their  army,  but  I  knew  more  of  them 
before  the  morning  was  orer.  Well,  we  were  ordered  to  draw 
up  in  a  hollow  square,  as  we  are  taught  at  exerciser  and  before 
we  pushed  forwards,  we  were  commanded,  as  is  the  godly  rule 
and  guise  of  our  warfare,  to  kneel  down  and  pray  to  God,  Our 
Lady,  and  the  blessed  saints;  and  we  afterwaoxls  learned  that 
Charles,  in  his  arrogance,  thought  we  asked  for  mercy.  Ha ! 
ha  1  ha  1  a  proper  jest.  If  my  father  once  knelt  to  him,  it  was 
for  the  sake  of  Christian  blood  and  godly  peace;  but  on  the 
field  of  battle,  Arnold  Biederman  would  not  have  knelt  to  him 
and  his  whole  chivalry,  though  he  had  stood  alone  with  his 
sons  on  that  field.  Well,  but  Charles,  supposing  we  asked 
grace,  was  determined  to  eiiow  us  that  we  had  a^ed  it  at  a 
graceless  face,  for  he  cried,  "  Fire  my  cannon  on  the  coward 
slaves;  it  is  all  the  mercy  they  have  to  expect  from  mel" 
Bang — ^bang — ^bang — off  went  the  things  I  told  you  of,  like 
thunder  and  lightning;  and  some  mischief  they  did,  but  the 
less  that  we  were  kneeling,  and  the  saints  doubtless  gave  the 
huge  balls  a  hoist  over  the  heads  of  those  who  were  asking 
grace  from  them,  but  from  no  mortal  creatures.  So  we  had 
the  signal  to  rise  and  rush  on,  and  I  promise  you  there  were 
no  sluggards.  Every  man  felt  ten  men's  strength.  My  hal- 
berd is  no  child's  toy — ^if  you  have  forgotten  it,  there  it  is — 
and  yet  it  trembled  in  my  grasp  as  if  it  had  been  a  willow 
wand  to  drive  cows  with.  On  we  went,  when  suddenly  the 
cannon  were  silent,  and  the  earth  shook  with  another  and  con- 
tinued growl  and  battering,  like  thunder  under  ground.  It 
was  the  men-at-arms  rushing  to  charge  us.  But  our  leaders 
knew  their  trade,  and  had  seen  suc^  a  sight  before;  it  was, 
"Halt,  halt — ^kneel  down  in  the  front — stoop  in  the  second  rank 
—dose  shoulder  to  shoulder  like  brethren — ^lean  aU  spears  for- 
ward and  receive  them  like  an  iron  waJl ! "  On  they  rushed, 
and  there  was  a  rending  of  lances  that  would  have  served  the 
Unterwalden  old  women  with  splinters  of  firewood  for  a  twelve- 
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montlL  Down  went  anned  bone  —  down  went  aoooatred 
knight— down  went  banner  and  baEnnerman — down  went  peaked 
boot  and  crowned  behnet^  and  of  those  who  fell  not  a  man 
escaped  with  life.  So  they  drew  off  in  oonfuBi(»i,  and  were 
getting  in  order  to  charge  again,  when  the  noble  Duke  Fenand 
and  his  horsemen  dashed  at  them  in  their  own  way,  and  we 
moved  onward  to  support  him.  Thus  on  we  pressed,  and  the 
foot  hardly  waited  for  us,  seeing  their  cavalry  so  handled* 
Then  if  you  had  seen  the  dust  and  heard  the  blows  1  The  noise 
of  a  hundred  thousand  thrashers,  the  flight  of  the  chaff  which 
they  drive  about,  would  be  but  a  type  of  it.  On  my  word,  I 
almost  thought  it  shame  to  dash  about  my  halberd,  the  rout 
was  so  helplessly  piteous.  Hundreds  were  slain  unresisting^ 
and  the  whole  army  was  in  complete  flight.' 

'My  father — ^my  father!'  exclaimed  Arthur;  'in  sudi  a 
rout,  what  can  have  become  of  himT 

'  He  escaped  safely,'  said  tbe  Swiss — '  fled  with  Charles.' 

'  It  must  have  been  a  bloody  field  ere  he  fled,'  replied  the 
Englishman. 

*  Nay,'  answered  Sigismund,  '  he  took  no  part  in  the  fight, 
but  merely  remained  by  Charles;  and  prisoners  said  it  was 
well  for  us,  for  that  he  is  a  man  of  great  counsel  and  acticm  in 
the  wars.  And  as  to  flying,  a  man  in  such  a  matter  must  go 
back  if  he  cannot  press  forward,  and  there  is  no  shame  in  it, 
especially  if  you  be  not  engaged  in  your  own  person.' 

As  he  spoke  thus,  their  conversaltion  was  interrupted  by 
Mordaunt,  with  'Hush — hush,  the  King  and  Queen  come 
forth.' 

'What  am  I  to  do)'  said  Sigismund,  in  some  alarm.  'I 
care  not  for  the  Duke  of  Lorraine ;  but  what  am  I  to  do  when 
kings  and  queens  enterf ' 

'  Do  noliiing  but  rise,  unbonnet  yourself,  and  be  silent' 

Sigismund  did  as  he  was  directed. 

King  Bend  came  forth  arm  in  arm  with  hie  grandson ;  and 
Margaret  followed,  with  deep  disappointment  and  vexation  on 
her  brow.  She  signed  to  Arthur  as  she  passed,  and  said  to 
him — '  Make  thyself  master  of  the  truth  of  this  most  unexpected 
news,  and  bring  the  particulars  to  me.  Mordaunt  will  introduce 
thee.' 

She  then  cast  a  look  on  the  young  Swiss,  and  replied 
courteously  to  his  awkward  salutation.  The  royal  party  then 
left  the  room,  Rene  bent  on  carrying  his  grandson  to  the 
sporting-party,  which  had  been  interrupted,  and  Margaret  to 
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seek  the  solitade  of  her  private  apertment^  and  await  the 
oonfirmatioiL  of  what  she  r^arded  as  evil  tidings. 

They  were  no  sooner  passed,  than  Sigismund  observed — 
'And  so  that  is  a  king  and  queen  1  PetU!  the  King  looks 
somewhat  like  old  Jacomo,  the  violer,  that  nsed  to  scrape  on 
the  fiddle  to  us  when  he  came  to  Geientein  in  his  rounds.  But 
the  Queen  is  a  stately  creature.  The  chief  cow  of  the  herd, 
who  carries  the  bouquets  and  garlands,  and  leads  the  rest  to 
the  chalet)  has  not  a  statelier  pace.  And  how  deftly  you 
approached  her  and  spoke  to  her  1  I  could  not  have  done  it 
with  so  much  grace.  But  it  is  like  that  you  have  served 
apprentice  to  the  court  trader 

'Leave  that  for  the  present^  good  Sigismund,'  answered 
Arthur,  'and  tell  me  more  of  this  battle.' 

'  By  St.  Mary,  but  I  must  have  some  victaals  and  drink  first,' 
Sigismund,  'if  your  credit  in  this  fine  place  reaches  so  far.' 

'  Dmibt  it  not,  Sigismund,'  said  Arthur;  and,  by  the  inter> 
ventionof  Moidaunt,  he  easily  procured,  in  a  more  retired  apart- 
ment, a  collation  and  wine,  to  which  the  young  Biederman  did 
great  honour,  smacking  his  lips  with  much  gusto  after  the 
delicious  wines,  to  which,  in  spite  of  his  fatheor's  ascetic  pre- 
cepts, his  palate  was  beghming  to  be  considerably  formed  and 
habituated.  When  he  found  himself  alone  with  a  flask  of  e&U 
t6H  and  a  biscuit,  and  his  friend  Arthur,  he  was  easily  led  to 
continue  his  tale  of  conquest. 

'  Well — ^where  was  I  f  Oh,  where  we  broke  their  infkntiy — 
well — they  never  rallied,  and  fell  into  greater  confusion  at  eveiy 
step — and  we  might  have  slaughtered  one  half  of  them,  had  we 
not  stopt  to  examine  Charles's  camp.  Mercy  on  us,  Arthur, 
what  a  sight  was  there  I  Eveiy  pavilion  was  full  of  rich  dothes, 
splendid  armour,  and  great  diflhes  and  flagons,  which  some  men 
said  were  of  silver ;  but  I  knew  there  was  not  so  much  silver  in 
the  world,  and  was  sure  they  must  be  of  pewter,  rarely  burnished. 
Here  there  were  hosts  of  laced  lackeys,  and  grooms,  and  pages, 
and  as  many  attendants  as  there  were  soldiets  in  the  annv; 
and  thousands,  for  what  I  knew,  of  pretty  maidens.  By  the 
same  token,  both  menials  and  maidens  placed  themselves  at 
the  disposal  of  the  victors ;  but  I  promise  you  that  my  father 
was  right  severe  on  any  who  would  abuse  the  rights  of  war. 
But  some  of  our  young  men  did  not  mind  him,  tiU  he  taught 
them  obedience  with  tiie  staff  of  his  halberd.  Well,  Arthur, 
there  was  fine  plundering,  for  the  Germans  and  French  that 
were  with  us  rifled  eveiything,  and  some  of  our  men  followed 
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the  example — ^it  is  yeiy  oatehing.  So  I  got  into  ChaileB^a  own 
payilion,  where  Rudolph  and  some  of  his  people  were  trying  to 
keep  out  every  one»  that  he  might  haye  the  spoiling  A  it 
himiself ,  I  think ;  but  neither  he  nor  any  Bernese  of  them  all 
dared  lay  truncheon  oyer  my  pate;  so  I  entered,  and  saw  them 
putting  piles  of  pewter^trenchers,  so  dean  as  to  look  like  silyer, 
into  diests  and  trunks.  I  pressed  throng  them  into  the  inner 
place,  and  there  was  Charles's  pallet-bed — I  will  do  him  justice, 
it  was  the  only  hard  one  in  his  camp— and  there  were  fine 
sparkling  stones  and  pebbles  lying  about  among  gauntlets^ 
boots,  yambrace%  and  such-like  gear.  So  I  thought  of  your 
father  and  you,  and  looked  for  something,  when  what  should  I 
see  but  my  old  ftiend  here  (here  he  drew  Queen  Margaret's  neck- 
lace from  his  bosom),  which  I  knew,  because  you  remember  I 
reooyered  it  from  the  Kharfgeriehter  at  Brisaoh.  '^Oho  1  you 
pretty  sparklers,"  said  I,  **  you  shall  be  Burgundian  no  longer, 
but  go  back  to  my  honest  English  friends,"  and  therefore—' 

'  It  is  of  immense  yalue,'  said  Arthur,  *  and  belongs  not  to 
my  father  or  to  me,  but  to  the  queen  you  saw  but  now.' 

'  And  she  will  become  it  rarely,'  answered  Sigismund.  '  Were 
she  but  a  score^  or  a  score  and  a  half,  years  younger,  she  were 
a  gallant  wife  f6r  a  Swiss  landholder.  I  would  warrant  her  to 
keep  his  household  in  high  order.' 

*  She  will  reward  thee  liberally  for  recoyering  her  property,' 
said  Arthur,  soaroe  suppressing  a  smile  at  the  idea  of  the  proud 
Margaret  becoming  the  housewife  of  a  Swiss  shepherd. 

'How — ^reward  1'  said  the  Swiss.  'Bethink  thee  I  am  Sigia- 
mund  Biederman,  the  son  of  the  Tiandamman  of  Unterwalden. 
I  am  not  a  base  lansknechti  to  be  paid  for  courtesy  with  piastrea. 
Let  her  grant  me  a  kind  word  of  thanks^  or  the  matter  of  a 
kiss,  and  I  am  well  contented.' 

'A  kiss  of  her  hand,  perhaps,'  said  Arthur,  again  smiling  at 
his  friend's  simplicity. 

*  Umph,  the  hand  1  Well,  it  may  do  for  a  queen  of  some  fifty 
years  and  odd,  but  would  be  poor  homage  to  a  Queen  of  May.' 

Arthur  here  brought  back  the  youth  to  the  subject  of  his 
battle,  and  learned  that  the  slaughter  of  the  Duke's  forces  in 
the  flight  had  been  in  no  degree  equal  to  the  importance  of 
the  action. 

'Many  rode  off  on  horseback,'  said  Sigismund;  'and  our 
German  reiters  flew  on  the  spoil,  when  they  should  haye 
followed  the  chase.  And  besides,  to  speak  truth,  Charles's 
camp  delayed  our  yery  selves  in  the  pursuit ;  but  had  we  gone 
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ball  a  mile  further,  and  seen  our  friends  hanging  on  trees,  not 
a  Confederate  would  have  stopped  from  the  chase  while  he  had 
limbs  to  carry  him  in  pxursuit.' 

'And  what  has  become  of  the  Duke?' 

'Charles  has  retreated  into  Burgundy,  like  a  boar  who  has 
felt  the  touch  of  the  spear,  and  is  more  enraged  than  hurt; 
but  is,  they  say,  sad  and  sulky.  Others  report  that  he  has 
collected  all  his  scattered  army,  and  immense  forces  besides, 
and  has  screwed  his  subjects  to  give  him  money,  so  that  we 
may  expect  another  brui^  But  all  Switserland  will  join  us 
after  such  a  victory.' 

'And  my  father  is  with  him?'  said  Arthur. 

'Truly  he  is,  and  has  in  a  right  godly  manner  tried  to  set 
afoot  a  treaty  of  peace  with  my  own  father.  But  it  will  scarce 
succeed.  Charles  is  as  mad  as  ever;  and  our  people  are  right 
proud  of  our  yictoxy,  and  so  they  well  may.  Nevertheless,  my 
father  for  ever  preaches  that  sudi  victories,  and  such  heaps  of 
wealth,  will  change  our  ancient  manners,  and  that  the  plough- 
man will  leave  his  labotu:  to  turn  soldier.  He  savs  much  about 
it;  but  why  money,  choice  meat  and  wine,  and  fine  clothing 
ahotild  do  so  much  harm,  I  cannot  bring  my  poor  brains  to  see. 
And  many  better  heads  than  mine  are  as  much  puzded. 
Here's  to  you,  friend  Arthur.    This  is  choice  liquor.' 

'And  what  brings  you  and  your  general.  Prince  Ferrand, 
post  to  Nancy  [Aiz]  ? '  said  the  young  Englishman. 

'  Faith,  you  are  yourself  the  cause  of  our  jotumey.' 

'I  the  cause?'  said  Arthur.     'Why,  how  could  that  be?' 

'Why,  it  is  said  you  and  Queen  Margaret  are  urging  this 
old  fiddling  King  Ben^  to  yield  up  his  territories  to  Charles, 
and  to  disown  Ferrand  in  his  claim  upon  Lorraine.  And  the 
Duke  of  Lorraine  sent  a  man  that  you  know  well — ^that  is,  you 
do  not  know  Amu,  but  you  know  some  of  his  &mily,  and  he 
knows  more  of  you  thiui  you  wot — ^to  put  a  spoke  in  your 
wheel,  and  prevent  your  getting  for  Charles  the  county  of 
Provence,  or  preventing  Ferrand  being  troubled  or  traversed  in 
his  natural  rights  over  Lorraine.' 

'On  my  word,  Sigismund,  I  cannot  comprehend  you,'  said 
Arthur. 

'Well,'  replied  the  Swiss,  'my  lot  is  a  hard  one.  All  our 
house  say  that  I  can  comprehend  nothing,  and  I  shall  be  next 
told  that  nobody  can  comprehend  me.  Well,  in  plain  language, 
I  mean  my  unde.  Count  Albert,  as  he  calls  himself,  of  Geier- 
stein — ^my  father^s  brother.' 
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<  Anne  of  Geientein's  father ! '  echoed  Arthur. 

'Ay,  truly;  I  thought  we  should  find  Bome  mark  to  make 
you  know  him  by.' 

'  But  I  never  saw  him.' 

'Ay,  but  you  have  though.  An  able  man  he  is,  and  knows 
more  ci  eveitj  man's  business  than  the  man  does  himself. 
Oh  1  it  was  not  for  nothing  that  he  manied  the  daughter  of  a 
salamander!' 

'Pshaw,  Sigismund,  how  can  you  belieye  that  nonsense!' 
answered  Arthur. 

'  Rudolph  told  me  you  were  as  much  bewildered  as  I  was 
that  night  at  Gni.fiBalust»'  answered  the  Swiss. 

*  If  I  were  so^  I  was  the  greater  ass  for  my  pains,'  answered 
Arthur. 

'Well,  but  this  unde  of  mine  has  got  some  of  the  old  con- 
juring books  from  the  library  at  Amheim,  and  they  say  he  can 
pass  from  place  to  place  with  more  than  mortal  speed;  and 
that  he  is  helped  in  his  designs  by  mightier  counsellors  than 
mere  men.  Always,  howeyer,  uiough  so  able  and  highly 
endowed,  his  gifts,  whether  coming  from  a  lawful  or  unlawful 
quarter,  bring  him  no  abiding  advantage.  He  is  eternally 
plunged  into  strife  and  danger.' 

'  I  know  few  particulars  of  his  life,'  said  Arthur,  disguising 
as  mudi  as  he  could  his  anxiety  to  hear  more  of  hha ;  '  but  I 
have  heard  that  he  left  Switierland  to  join  the  Emperor.' 

'  True,'  answered  the  young  Swiss, '  and  manied  the  young 
Baroness  of  Amheim;  but  afterwards  he  incurred  my  name- 
sake's imperial  diBpleasure,  and  not  less  that  of  the  Duke  of 
Austria.  They  say  you  cannot  live  in  Borne  and  strive  with 
the  Pope ;  so  my  unde  thought  it  best  to  cross  the  Rhine,  and 
betake  himself  to  Charles's  courts  who  willingly  received  noble- 
men from  all  countries,  so  that  they  had  good  sounding  names, 
with  the  title  of  count,  marquis^  baron,  or  such-like,  to  march 
in  front  of  them.  So  my  unde  was  most  kindly  received ;  but 
within  this  year  or  two  all  this  friendship  has  been  broken  up. 
Unde  Albert  obtained  a  great  lead  in  some  mysterious  sode- 
ties,  of  whidi  Charles  disapproved,  and  set  so  hard  at  my  poor 
unde,  that  he  was  foin  to  take  ordets  and  shave  his  hair,  rather 
than  lose  his  head.  But,  though  he  cut  off  his  hair,  his  brain 
remains  as  busy  as  ever ;  and  although  the  Duke  sufiered  him 
to  be  at  large,  yet  he  found  him  so  often  in  his  way,  that  all 
men  believed  he  waited  but  an  excuse  for  seizing  upon  him  and 
putting  him  to  death.    But  my  uncle  persists  ^t  he  fears  not 
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GharleB;  and  that»  duke  as  he  ifSy  Charles  has  more  oocasion  to 
be  afraid  of  him.  And  ao  you  saw  how  boldly  he  played  his 
part  at  La  Ferette.' 

*By  St.  Geoige  of  Windsor,'  exclaimed  Arthur,  'the  black 
priest  of  St.  Paul's  1' 

'  Oh  ho !  you  understand  me  now.  Well,  he  took  it  upon 
him  that  Charles  would  not  dare  to  punish  him  for  his  share  in 
De  Hagenbach's  death ;  and  no  more  did  he,  although  unde 
Albert  sat  and  voted  in  the  Estates  of  Buigundy,  and  stirred 
them  up  all  he  could  to  refuse  giving  Charles  the  money  he 
asked  of  theoL  But  when  the  Swiss  war  broke  out,  unde 
Albert  became  assured  his  being  a  clergyman  would  be  no 
longer  his  protection,  and  that  the  Duke  intended  to  have  him 
accused  of  corresponding  with  his  brother  and  countrymen; 
and  so  he  appeared  suddenly  in  Ferrand's  camp  at  Neuf  chatd, 
and  sent  a  message  to  Charles  that  he  renounced  his  alli- 
ance, and  bid  him  defiance.' 

*A  singular  story  of  an  active  and  versatile  man,'  said  the 
young  Englishman. 

'Oh,  you  may  seek  the  world  for  a  man  like  uncle  Albert. 
Then  he  knows  everything ;  and  he  told  Duke  Ferrand  what 
you  were  about  here,  and  offered  to  go  and  bring  more  certain 
informaldon ;  ay,  though  he  left  the  Swiss  camp  but  five  or  six 
days  before  the  battle,  and  the  distance  between  Aries  *  and 
Neufchatel  be  four  hmklred  miles  complete,  yet  he  met  him  on 
his  return,  when  Duke  Ferrand,  with  me  to  show  him  the  way, 
was  hafltffliing  hitherward,  having  set  off  from  the  very  field  of 
battle.' 

'Met  himl'  said  Arthur.  'Met  whomt  Met  the  hhydk 
priest  of  St.  Paul's  r 

'Ay,  I  mean  so,'  replied  Sigismund ;  '  but  he  was  habited  as 
a  Carmelite  monk.' 

'A  Carmelite ! '  said  Arthur,  a  sudden  light  flashing  on  him; 
'and  I  was  so  blind  as  to  reccsnmend  his  services  to  the  Queen! 
I  remember  well  that  he  kept  his  face  much  concealed  in  his 
cowl ;  and  I,  foolish  beast,  to  fall  so  grossly  into  the  suare ! 
And  yet  perhaps  it  is  as  well  the  transaction  was  interrupted, 
since  I  fear,  if  carried  successfully  through,  all  must  have  been 
disconcerted  by  this  astounding  defeat.' 

Their  ccmversation  had  thus  far  proceeded,  when  Mordaunt, 
appearing,  sumnumed  Arthur  to  his  royal  mie^ress's  apartment. 

*  [Should  be  Alx ;  the  tnie  dlitanoe  from  Neullchstel  to  Alx  Is  aboat  two  handled 
And  flftj  mllee.] 
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In  that  gay  palaoe»  a  gloomy  room,  whose  windows  looked  upon 
some  part  of  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  edifice,  but  ezduded  eyeiy 
other  object,  save  broken  waUs  and  tottering  oolumns,  was  the 
retreat  whidi  Maxgaret  had  chosen  for  her  own.  She  received 
Albert  [Arthur]  with  a  kindness  more  touching  that  it  was  the 
inmate  of  so  proud  and  fieiy  a  disposition— of  a  heart  assailed 
with  many  woes,  and  feeling  them  severely. 

'Alas,  poor  Arthur ! '  she  said,  'thy  life  begins  where  thy 
father's  threatens  to  end,  in  useless  labour  to  save  a  suiking 
vessel.  The  rushing  leak  pours  in  its  waters  faster  than 
human  force  can  lighten  or  discharge.  All — all  goes  wrong 
when  our  unhappy  cause  becomes  connected  with  it.  Strength 
becomes  weakness,  wisdom  folly,  and  valour  cowardice.  The 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  hitherto  victorious  in  all  his  bold  under- 
takings, has  but  to  entertain  the  momentazy  thought  of  yield- 
ing succour  to  Lancaster,  and  behold  his  sword  is  broken  by 
a  peasant's  flaU;  and  his  disciplined  army,  held  to  be  the 
finest  in  the  world,  flies  like  chaff  before  the  wind ;  while  their 
spoils  are  divided  by  renegade  German  hirelings  and  barbar- 
ous Alpine  shepherds  I  What  more  hast  thou  learned  of  this 
strange  talet' 

'little,  madam,  but  what  you  have  heard.  The  worst 
additions  are,  that  the  battle  was  shamefully  cowardlike,  and 
completely  lost,  with  every  advantage  to  have  won  it;  the 
best,  that  the  Burgundian  armv  has  been  rather  dispersed  than 
destroyed,  and  that  the  Duke  himself  has  escaped,  and  is  rally- 
ing his  forces  in  Upper  Burgundy.' 

'To  sustain  a  new  defeat,  or  engage  in  a  protracted  and 
doubtful  contest,  fatal  to  his  reputation  as  defeat  itself. 
Where  is  thy  fothert' 

'With  the  Duke,  madam,  as  I  have  been  informed,'  replied 
Arthur. 

'  Hie  to  him,  and  say  I  charge  him  to  look  after  his  own 
safety,  and  care  no  further  for  my  interests.  This  last  blow 
has  sunk  me :  I  am  without  an  ally,  without  a  friend,  without 
treasure ' 

'Not  so,  madam,'  replied  Arthur.  'One  piece  of  good 
fortune  has  brought  back  to  your  Grace  this  inestimable  relic 
of  your  fortunes.'  And  producing  the  precious  necklace,  he 
gave  the  history  of  its  recovery. 

'  I  rejoice  at  the  chance  which  has  restored  these  diamonds,' 
said  the  Queen,  '  that  in  point  of  gratitude,  at  least,  I  may  not 
be  utterly  bankrupt.    Carry  them  to  your  father;  tell  him  my 
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BohemoB  are  over,  and  my  heart,  whioh  ao  long  dung  to  hope^ 
is  broken  at  last.  Tell  him  the  trinketa  are  his  own,  and  to 
his  own  use  let  him  apply  them.  They  will  but  poorly  repav 
the  noble  earldom  of  Oxford,  loet  in  the  caoae  of  her  who  acauu 
them.' 

'Boyal  madam,' aaid  the  youth,  'beaaaured  my  father  would 
sooner  live  by  aervioe  aa  a  $ehtoa/nreiter  than  become  a  burden 
on  your  miafortunea.' 

'He  never  yet  disobeyed  command  of  mine,'  said  Margaret; 
'and  this  la  the  laat  I  will  lay  upon  him.  If  he  la  too  rich  or 
too  proud  to  benefit  hj  hia  queen'a  beheat,  he  will  find  enough 
of  poor  Lancaatriana  who  have  fewer  meana  or  fewer  acruplea.' 

'  There  ia  yet  a  dieumstance  I  have  to  commimicate,'  said 
Arthur,  and  recounted  the  history  of  Albert  of  Qeierstein,  and 
the  disguise  of  a  Carmelite  mcmk. 

'Are  you  such  a  fool,'  answered  the  Queen,  'aa  to  suppoae 
thia  man  haa  any  aupematuial  powers  to  aid  him  in  hia  am* 
bitioua  projecta  and  hia  haaty  joomeya  t ' 

'No,  madam;  but  it  ia  whiapered  that  the  Count  Albert  of 
Geierstein,  or  this  black  priest  of  St.  Paul's,  is  a  chief  amongst 
the  secret  sodetiea  of  Qennany,  which  even  princea  dread  whilat 
they  hate  them;  for  the  man  that  can  command  a  hundred 
daggers  mnat  be  feared  even  by  thoae  who  rule  thonaanda  of 
awoida.' 

'Can  thia  person,'  aaid  the  Queen,  'being  now  a  churchman, 
retain  authority  amongat  thoae  who  deal  in  life  and  deatht  It 
ia  contrary  to  tbe  canona.' 

' It  would  aeem  ao^  royal  madam;  but  everything  in  theae 
dark  inatitutiona  difilna  from  what  ia  practiaed  in  the  light  of 
day.  Prelatea  are  often  heada  oi  a  V  ehmique  bench,  and  the 
Arohbiahop  of  Cologne  exerdaea  the  dreadful  office  of  their 
chief,  aa  Duke  of  Weatphalia,  the  prindpal  region  in  which 
theae  aodetiea  flouriah.*  Such  privilegea  attach  to  the  aecret 
influence  of  the  chiefa  of  thia  dark  aaaodation  aa  may  well 
aeem  aupematural  to  thoae  who  are  unappriaed  of  dreum* 
atancee  of  which  men  ahun  to  apeak  in  plain  terma.' 

'Let  him  be  wimd  or  aaaaaain,'  aakl  the  Queen,  'I  thank 
him  for  having  contributed  to  interrupt  my  plan  of  the  old 
man'a  ceadon  ^  Provence,  which,  aa  eventa  atand,  would  have 
stripped  Ren6  of  hia  dominiona,  without  furthering  our  plan  of 
invading  England.  Once  more,  be  atirring  with  the  dawn,  and 
bend  thy  way  back  to  thy  father,  and  ohuge  him  to  care  for 
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and  think  no  more  of  me.  Bretagne,  where  the  heir 
of  Lancaster  resides,  will  be  the  safest  place  of  refuge  for  its 
bravest  followers.  Along  the  Bhine,  the  Invisible  Tribonal,  it 
would  seem,  haunts  both  shores,  and  to  be  innocent  of  ill  is  no 
security ;  even  here  the  proposed  treaty  with  Burgundy  may 
take  air,  and  the  Proven9aux  cany  da^^iers  as  well  as  crooks 
and  pipes.  But  I  hear  the  horses  fast  returning  from  the 
hawking-party,  and  the  silly  old  man,  fofgetting  all  the  event- 
ful proceedings  of  the  day,  whistling  as  he  ascends  the  steps. 
WeU,  we  wOl  soon  parti  and  my  removal  will  be^  I  think, 
a  relief  to  him.  Prepare  for  banquet  and  ball,  for  noise  and 
nonsense — above  all,  to  bid  adieu  to  Aix  with  morning  dawn.' 

Thus  dismissed  from  the  Queen's  presence^  Arthui^s  first 
care  was  to  smnmon  Thiebault  to  have  all  things  in  readiness 
for  his  departure ;  his  next  to  prepare  himself  for  the  pleasures 
of  the  evening,  not  perhaps  so  heavily  affected  by  the  f aOure 
of  his  negotiation  as  to  be  incapable  of  oonsolatum  in  such  a 
scene;  for  the  truth  was,  that  his  mind  secretly  revolted  at 
the  thoughts  of  the  simple  old  king  being  despoiled  of  his 
dominions  to  further  an  invasion  of  England,  in  which,  what- 
ever interest  he  might  have  in  his  daughter's  rights,  there  was 
little  chance  of  success. 

If  such  feelings  were  censurable,  they  had  their  punishment. 
Although  few  knew  how  completely  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of 
Lorraine,  and  the  intelligence  he  brought  with  him,  had  dis- 
concerted the  plans  of  Queen  Margaret^  it  was  well  known  there 
had  been  little  love  betwixt  the  Queen  and  his  mother  Tolande ; 
and  the  young  prince  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
party  in  the  court  of  his  grandfather,  who  disliked  his  aunt's 
haughty  manners,  and  were  wearied  by  the  unceasing  melan- 
choly of  her  looks  and  conversataon,  and  her  undisguised  con- 
tempt of  the  frivolitite  which  passed  around  her.  Fenand, 
besides,  was  young,  handsome,  a  victor  just  arrived  from  a 
field  of  batde,  fought  ^oriously,  and  gained  against  all  chances 
to  the  contrary.  That  he  was  a  general  favourite,  and  excluded 
Arthur  Philipson,  as  an  adherent  of  the  unpopular  Queen, 
from  the  notice  her  influence  had  on  a  former  evening  procured 
him,  was  only  a  natural  consequence  of  thdr  relative  condition. 
But  what  somewhat  hiurt  Arthui^s  feelings  was  to  see  his  friend 
Sigismund  the  Simple,  as  his  brethren  ctJled  him,  shining  with 
the  reflected  ^ory  of  the  Duke  Ferrand  of  Lorraine^  who  intro- 
duced to  all  the  ladies  present  the  gallant  young  Swiss  as 
Count  Sigismund  of  Geierstein.    His  care  had  prociued  for  his 
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foUower  a  dreiB  imtfaer  moro  suitable  for  Bodi  a  soene  than 
the  countiy  attire  of  the  ooont^  otherwiae  SigiBmund  Biederman. 

For  a  certain  time,  whatever  of  novelty  is  introduoed  into 
soeietj  is  pleasing^  though  it  has  nothing  elae  to  Tecommend 
it.  The  Swias  were  little  known  peteonallj  out  of  their  own 
coontry,  but  they  were  much  talked  of;  it  waa  a  recommenda- 
tion to  be  of  that  country.  Sigiamund'a  mannera  were  blunt 
— a  mixture  of  awkwardneea  and  rudeneea,  which  waa  termed 
frankneaa  during  the  moment  of  hia  favour.  He  apoke  bad 
French  and  worae  Italian ;  it  gave  naXvet^  to  all  he  aaid.  Hia 
limba  were  too  bulky  to  be  el^;ant;  hia  dancing,  for  Count 
Sigiamund  faUed  not  to  dance,  waa  the  bounding  and  gambol- 
ling of  a  young  elephant;  yet  they  were  preferred  to  the 
handaome  proportiona  and  courtly  mo vementa  of  the  youthful 
Engliahman,  even  by  the  black-eyed  countesa,  in  whoae  good 
gracea  Arthur  had  made  aome  progresa  on  the  preceding 
evening.  Arthur,  thua  thrown  into  the  ahade,  felt  aa  Mr. 
Pepya  afterwarda  did  when  he  tore  hia  camlet  doak:  the 
damage  waa  not  greats  but  it  troubled  him.  ^ 

Nevertheleaa,  the  paaaing  evening  brought  him  aome  re- 
venge. There  are  aome  worka  of  art  the  d^ecta  of  which  are 
not  aeen  till  they  are  injudidoualy  placed  in  too  atrong  a  light, 
and  auch  waa  the  caae  with  Sigiamund  the  Simple,  l^e  quick- 
witted though  fantaatic  Proven^auz  aoon  found  out  the  heavi- 
neaa  of  hia  intellect  and  the  extent  of  hia  good-nature^  and 
amuaed  themaelvea  at  his  expenae  by  ironical  complimenta  and 
well-veiled  raillery.  It  ia  probable  they  would  have  been  leea 
delicate  on  the  aubject  had  not  the  Swiaa  brought  into  the 
dancing-room  along  with  him  hia  eternal  halberd,  the  aize,  and 
weight,  and  thiokneaa  of  which  boded  little  good  to  any  one 
whom  the  owner  might  detect  in  the  act  of  making  merry 
at  hia  expenae.  But  Sigiamund  did  no  further  miachief  that 
night,  except  that,  in  achieving  a  auperb  mUrechai^  he  alighted 
with  hia  whole  weight  on  the  miniature  foot  of  hia  pretty 
partner,  which  he  wellnigh  cruahed  to  piecea. 

Arthur  had  hitherto  avoided  looking  towarda  Queen  Mar- 
garet during  the  courae  of  the  evening,  leat  he  ahould  diaturb 
her  thoughta  from  the  channel  in  which  they  were  rolling,  by 
aeeming  to  lay  a  daim  on  her  protection.  But  there  waa 
aometlmig  ao  whimaical  in  the  awkward  phyaiognomy  of  the 
maladroit  Swiaa,  that  he  could  not  help  ghmcing  an  eye  to  the 
alcove  where  the  Queen'a  chair  of  atate  waa  placed,  to  aee  if 
die  obaerved  him.    The  veiy  firat  view  waa  auch  aa  to  rivet 


4S0  WAVXBLEr  NOVELS 

hiB  attention.  MargaiefB  head  was  redined  on  the  diair,  her 
eyes  soaroely  open,  her  features  drawn  up  and  pindied,  her 
hands  closed  with  effnrt.  The  l^^g^i«^  lady  of  honour  who 
stood  behind  her,  old,  deaf,  and  dim-sighted,  had  not  dis- 
covered anything  in  her  mistress's  position  more  than  the 
abstiaoted  and  indifferent  attitade  with  which  the  Queen  was 
wont  to  be  present  in  body  and  absent  in  mind  during  the 
festivities  of  the  Provencal  court  But  when  Arthur,  greatly 
alarmed,  came  behind  the  seat  to  press  her  attention  to  her 
mistress,  she  exclaimed,  after  a  minute's  investigation,  '  Mother 
of  Heaven,  the  Queen  is  dead ! '  And  it  was  so.  It  seemed 
that  the  last  fibre  of  life  in  that  fieiy  and  ambitious  mind  had, 
as  she  herself  prophesied,  given  way  at  the  same  time  with 
the  last  thread  of  political  hope. 


CHAPTER  XXXni 

Toll,  toU  the  beU! 

Greatnees  is  o'er, 

The  heart  hu  broke, 

To  aohe  no  more ; 
An  uniabetuitial  pomat  all  1 
Drop  o'er  the  aoene  tne  ftmeral  pelL 

Tbm  omnmotion  and  shrieks  of  fear  and  amasonent  whioh  were 
excited  among  the  ladiee  of  the  court  bj  an  erent  ao  singular 
and  shocking  had  begun  to  abate,  and  tiie  sighs,  more  serious 
though  lees  intrusiye,  of  the  few  English  attendants  of  the 
deceased  queen  b^gan  to  be  heard,  together  with  the  groans  of 
old  King  Ren^  whose  emotions  were  as  acute  as  they  were 
short-lived.  The  leeches  had  held  a  busy  but  unavailing  con- 
sultation, and  the  body  that  was  once  a  queen's  was  deliyered 
to  the  priest  of  St.  Sauveur,  that  beauttful  church  in  which 
the  spoils  of  pagan  temples  haye  contributed  to  fill  up  the 
magnificence  of  t£e  Christian  edifice.  The  stately  pile  was  duly 
lighted  up,  and  the  funeral  provided  with  such  splendour  as 
Aix  could  supply.  The  Queen's  papers  being  examined,  it  was 
found  that  Maigaret^  by  duapodng  of  jewels  and  living  at  small 
expense,  had  rMlised  the  means  of  making  a  decent  proyi8i<m 
for  life  for  her  veiy  few  English  attendants.  Her  diamond 
necklace,  described  in  her  last  will  as  in  the  hands  of  an  Eng- 
lish merchant  named  John  Philipeon,  or  his  son,  or  the  price 
thereof,  if  by  them  sold  or  pledged,  she  left  to  the  said  John 
Philipeon  and  his  son  Arthur  Philipson,  with  a  view  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  design  which  they  had  been  destined  to 
advance,  or,  if  that  shoi^d  prove  impossible,  to  their  own  use 
and  prGrifit  The  charge  of  her  funonl  rites  was  wholly  en- 
trusted to  Arthur,  called  Philipson,  with  a  request  that  they 
should  be  conducted  entirely  after  the  fonns  observed  in  Eng- 
land. This  trust  was  expressed  in  an  addition  to  her  will, 
signed  the  very  day  on  which  she  died. 
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Arthur  lost  no  time  in  despatching  Thiebault  express  to  his 
father  with  a  letter,  exphuning,  in  such  tenns  as  he  knew  would 
be  understood,  the  tenor  of  all  that  had  happened  since  he 
came  to  Aix,  and  above  all,  the  death  of  Queen  Margaret. 

Finallj,  he  requested  directions  for  his  motions,  since  the 
necessary  delay  occupied  by  the  obsequies  of  a  person  of  such 
eminent  rank  must  detain  him  at  Aix  tUl  he  should  reoeiye 
them. 

The  old  king  sustained  the  shock  of  his  daughter's  death  so 
easily,  that  on  the  second  day  after  the  event  he  was  engaged 
in  arranging  a  pompous  procession  for  the  funeral,  and  conn 
posing  an  elegy,  to  be  sung  to  a  tune  also  of  his  own  compoB- 
ing,  in  honour  of  the  deceased  queen,  who  was  likened  to  the 
goddesaeB  of  heathen  mythology,  and  to  Judith,  Deborah,  and 
all  the  other  holy  women,  not  to  mention  the  saints  of  the 
Christian  dispensation.  It  cannot  be  concealed  that»  when  the 
first  burst  of  grief  was  over.  King  Ben4  could  not  help  feeling 
that  Margaret^s  death  out  a  political  knot  which  he  might  have 
otherwise  found  it  difficult  to  untie,  and  permitted  him  to  take 
open  part  with  his  grandson,  so  far  indeed  as  to  afiford  him  a 
considerable  share  of  the  contents  of  the  Provencal  treasury, 
which  amounted  to  no  larger  sum  than  ten  thousand  crowns. 
Ferrand,  having  received  the  blessing  of  his  grandfather  in  a 
form  which  his  afihirs  rendered  most  important  to  him,  returned 
to  the  resolutes  whom  he  commanded;  and  with  him,  after 
a  most  loving  farewell  to  Arthur,  went  the  stout  but  simple- 
minded  young  Swiss,  Sigismund  Biederman. 

The  little  court  of  Aix  were  left  to  their  mourning.  King 
Ben^  for  whom  ceremonial  and  show,  whether  of  a  joyful  or 
melancholy  character,  was  always  matter  of  importance,  would 
wiUingly  have  bestowed  on  solemnising  the  obsequies  of  his 
daughter  Margaret  what  remained  of  his  revenue,  but  was 
prevented  from  doing  so,  partly  by  remonstrances  from  his 
ministers,  partly  by  the  obirtades  opposed  by  the  young  Eng- 
lishman, who^  acting  upon  the  presumed  will  of  the  dead, 
interfered  to  prevent  any  such  fantastic  exhibitioDS  being  pro- 
duced at  the  obsequies  of  the  Queen  as  had  disgusted  her 
daring  her  life. 

The  funeral,  therefore,  after  many  days  had  been  spent  in 
public  prayers  and  acts  of  devotion,  was  solemnised  with  the 
mournful  magnificence  due  to  the  birth  of  the  deceased,  and 
with  which  the  Church  of  Rome  so  well  knows  how  to  afibct  at 
once  the  eye^  ear,  and  feelings. 
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Amid  the  vaiioos  nobles  who  assisted  on  the  solemn  oocsr 
Aoa^  there  was  one  who  arrived  just  as  the  tolling  <rf  the  great 
beUa  of  St  Sauyeur  had  announced  that  the  procession  was 
already  on  its  way  to  the  cathediaL  The  stranger  hastily  ex- 
changed his  trayellingdvess  for  a  suit  of  deep  mourning,  which 
was  made  after  the  fashion  proper  to  England.  So  attired,  he 
repaired  to  the  catJiedralf  where  the  noble  mien  of  the  cavalier 
imposed  sodi  respect  on  the  attendants,  that  he  was  permitted 
to  approach  dose  to  the  side  ol  the  bier;  and  it  was  across  the 
coffin  of  the  queen  for  whom  he  had  acted  and  suffiwed  so 
mach  that  the  gaUant  Earl  of  Oxford  exchanged  a  melandioly 
glance  with  his  BOfOu  The  assistants,  especially  the  Engliiji 
servants  of  Margaret,  gaied  on  them  both  with  respect  and 
wonder,  and  the  elder  cavalier,  in  particular,  seemed  to  them 
no  unapt  representative  of  the  ^thful  sabjects  of  England, 
paying  their  last  duty  at  the  tomb  of  her  who  had  so  long 
sway^  the  sceptre^  if  not  faultlessly,  yet  always  with  a  bold 
and  resolved  hand. 

The  last  sound  of  the  solenm  dirge  had  died  away,  and 
almost  all  the  funeral  attendants  had  retired,  when  the  UAhet 
and  son  still  lingered  in  mournful  silence  beside  the  remains  of 
their  sovereign.  The  clergy  at  length  approached,  and  inti- 
mated they  were  about  to  conclude  the  last  duties,  by  remov- 
ing the  body  which  had  been  lately  occupied  and  animated  by 
so  haughty  and  restless  a  spirit  to  the  dust^  darkness,  and 
silence  of  the  vault,  where  the  long-descended  Cknmts  of  Pro- 
vence awaited  dissolution.  Six  priests  raised  the  bier  on  their 
shoulders,  otfaecs  bore  huge  waxen  torches  before  and  behind 
the  body,  as  they  carried  it  down  a  private  staircase  which 
yawned  in  the  floor  to  admit  their  descent.  The  last  notes  of 
the  requiem,  in  which  the  churchmen  joined,  had  died  away 
along  the  high  and  fretted  arches  of  the  cathedral,  the  last 
flash  of  light  which  arose  from  the  mouth  of  the  vault  had 
glimmered  and  disappeared,  when  the  Esri  of  Oxfdrd,  taking 
his  son  l^  the  arm,  led  him  in  silence  forth  into  a  small  cloistered 
court  behind  the  building  where  they  found  themselves  al<me. 
They  were  silent  for  a  few  minutes,  for  both,  and  particulariy 
the  father,  were  deeply  affected.    At  length  the  Earl  spoke. 

<  And  this,  then,  is  her  end,'  said  he.  'Here^  royal  lady,  all 
that  we  have  planned  and  pledged  life  upon  falls  to  pieces  with 
thy  dissolution !  The  heart  of  resolution,  the  head  of  policy 
is  gone;  and  what  avails  it  that  the  limbs  of  the  enterprise 
still  have  motion  and  lifet    Alas,  Margaret  of  Anjou!  may 
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Heayen  reward  thy  rataes,  and  abaolye  tiiee  horn  ihe  oonae- 
quenoe  of  thine  enon !  Both  belonged  to  thj  Btatton,  and  if 
thou  didst  hoist  too  high  a  sail  in  prosperity,  never  lived  there 
princess  who  defied  more  proudly  the  storms  of  adverdtyy  or 
bore  up  against  them  with  sooh  dauntless  nobility  of  deter- 
mination. With  this  event  the  drama  has  dosed,  and  our 
parts,  my  son,  are  ended.' 

'We  bear  arms,  then,  against  the  infidels,  my  lordt'  said 
Arthur,  with  a  sigh  that  was,  however,  hardly  audible. 

'Not,'  answexid  the  Earl,  'until  I  learn  that  Henry  of 
Biehmond,  the  undoubted  heir  of  the  house  of  Lanoaater,  has 
no  occasion  for  my  services.  In  these  jewels  of  which  you 
wrote  me,  so  strangely  lost  and  recovered,  I  may  be  able  to 
supply  him  with  resources  more  needful  than  either  your 
services  or  mine.  But  I  return  no  more  to  the  camp  of  the 
Duke  of  Buigundy ;  for  in  him  there  is  no  help.' 

'Can  it  be  possible  that  the  power  of  so  grsat  a  sovereign 
has  been  overdirown  in  one  fatal  battle  f  said  Arthur. 

'By  no  means,'  replied  his  father.  'The  loss  at  Granscm 
was  very  great;  but  to  the  strength  of  Buigundy  it  is  but  a 
scratch  on  the  shoulders  of  a  giant  It  is  the  spirit  of  Charles 
himself,  his  wisdom,  at  least,  and  his  foresight,  which  have 
given  way  under  the  mortification  of  a  defeat  by  such  as  he 
accounted  inconsiderable  enemies,  and  expected  to  have  trampled 
down  with  a  few  squadrons  of  his  men^t-arms.  Then  his 
temper  is  become  froward,  peevish,  and  arbitrary,  devoted  to 
those  who  flatter  and,  as  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe^ 
betray  him,  and  suspicious  of  those  counsellorB  who  give  him 
wholesome  advice.  Even  I  have  had  my  share  of  distrust. 
Thou  knowest  I  refused  to  bear  arms  against  our  late  hosts  the 
Swiss,  and  he  saw  in  that  no  reason  for  rejecting  my  attend- 
ance on  his  march.  But  since  the  defeat  of  Granaon,  I  have 
observed  a  strong  and  sudden  change^  owing,  perhaps,  in  some 
degree  to  the  insinuations  of  Gampo-basso^  and  not  a  little  to 
the  injured  pride  of  the  Duke,  who  was  imwilling  that  an  in- 
different person  in  my  situaticm,  and  thinking  as  I  do^  should 
witness  the  disgrace  of  his  anns.  He  spoke  in  my  hearing  of 
lukewarm  friends,  cold-blooded  neutrals — of  those  who^  not 
being  with  him,  must  be  against  him.  I  teU  tiiee,  Arthur  de 
Vere,  the  Duke  has  said  that  which  touched  my  honour  so 
nearly,  that  nothing  but  the  commands  of  Queen  Margaret 
and  the  interests  of  the  house  of  Lancaster  could  have  made 
me  remain  in  his  camp.    That  is  over.    My  royal  mistress  haa 
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no  more  oocamon  for  my  poor  servioeB ;  the  Duke  can  spare  no 
aid  to  our  oauae,  and  if  he  could,  we  can  no  Icmger  dispose  of 
the  only  bribe  whioh  might  have  induced  him  to  affi>rd  us 
succours.  The  power  of  seconding  his  Tiews  on  Provence  is 
buried  with  Margaret  of  Anjou.' 

'What,  then,  is  your  purposet'  demanded  his  son. 

*  I  propose,'  said  Oxford,  '  to  wait  at  the  court  of  King  Reni6 
until  I  can  hear  from  the  i^l  of  Eiohmond,  as  we  must  still  call 
him.  I  am  aware  that  banished  men  are  rarely  welcome  at  the 
court  of  a  foreign  prince ;  but  I  have  been  the  faithful  follower 
of  his  daughter  Margaret.  I  only  propose  to  reside  in  dii^^uise^ 
and  desire  neither  notice  nor  maintenance ;  so  methinks  King 
Bend  will  not  refuse  to  permit  me  to  breathe  the  air  of  his 
dominions,  until  I  leam  in  what  direction  fortune  or  duty  shall 
call  me.' 

'Be  assured  he  will  not,'  answered  Arthur.  'Bend  is  in- 
capable of  a  base  or  ignoble  thought ;  and  if  he  could  despise 
trifles  as  he  detests  dishonour,  he  might  be  ranked  high  in  the 
list  of  monavohs.' 

This  resolution  being  adopted,  the  son  presented  his  father 
at  King  Bend's  court,  whom  he  privately  made  acquainted  that 
he  was  a  man  of  quality,  and  a  distinguished  Lancastrian.  The 
good  king  would  in  his  heart  have  preferred  a  guest  of  lighter 
accomplishments  and  gayer  temper  to  Oxford,  a  statesman 
and  a  soldier  of  melancholy  and  grave  habits.  The  Earl  was 
consdous  of  this,  and  seldom  troubled  his  benevolent  and  light- 
hearted  host  with  his  presence.  He  had,  however,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  rendering  the  old  king  a  favour  of  peculiar  value. 
This  was  in  conducting  an  important  treaty  betwixt  Bend  and 
Louis  XI.  of  France,  his  nephew.  Upon  that  crafty  monarch 
Bend  finally  settled  his  principality ;  for  the  necessity  of  extri- 
cating his  affiiirs  by  sucli  a  measure  was  now  apparent  even  to 
himself,  every  thought  of  favouring  Charles  of  Burgundy  in 
the  arrangement  having  died  with  Queen  Margaret.  The 
policy  and  wisdom  of  the  English  earl,  who  was  entrusted  with 
almost  the  sole  charge  of  this  secret  and  delicate  measure,  were 
of  the  utmost  advantage  to  good  King  Bend,  who  was  freed  from 
personal  and  pecuniary  vexations,  and  enabled  to  go  piping  and 
tabouring  to  his  grave.  Louis  did  not  foil  to  propitiate  the 
plenipotentiary,  by  throwing  out  distant  hopes  of  aid  to  the 
efforts  of  the  Lancastrian  party  in  England.  A  faint  and  in- 
secure negotiation  was  entered  into  upon  the  subject;  and 
these  aflbirs^  which  rendered  two  journeys  to  Paris  necessary  on 
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the  part  of  Oxford  and  his  son  in  the  spring  and  aanuner  of 
the  year  1476,  oooapied  them  until  that  year  waa  half  spent. 

In  ti^e  meanwhile,  the  wan  of  the  Dvike  of  Bnigmidy  with 
the  Swiss  oantonfl  and  Goant  Fefiand  of  Lomine  oontinned 
to  raga  Before  midBnmmer  1476,  Ghariee  had  assembled  a 
new  anny  of  at  least  sixty  thousand  men,  supported  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  oannon,  for  the  purpose  of  iuTading 
Switserland,  where  the  warlike  mountaineers  easily  levied  a 
host  of  thirty  thousand  Switiers,  now  aooounted  almost  in- 
Tindble,  and  called  upon  their  oonledOTates,  the  Free  Cities  on 
the  Rhhie,  to  support  them  with  a  powerful  body  of  cavalry. 
The  first  e£R>rts  of  Charles  were  suocessfuL  He  overran  the 
Pays  de  Yaud,  and  recovered  most  of  the  plaoes  which  he  had 
lost  after  the  defeat  atOranaon.  But^  instead  of  attempting  to 
secure  a  weU-defended  frontier,  or,  what  would  haye  been  still 
more  politic,  to  aohieye  a  peace  upon  equitable  terms  with  his 
redoubtaUe  neighbours,  this  most  obstinate  of  princes  resumed 
the  purpose  of  penetrating  into  the  reoesMS  of  the  Alpine 
mountains,  and  chastimng  the  mountaineers  even  within  their 
own  strongholda,  though  experience  might  haye  taught  him 
the  danger,  nay,  desperation,  of  the  attempt  Thus  tiie  news 
reoeiyed  by  O^^rd  and  his  son,  when  they  returned  to  Aix  in 
midsummer,  was,  that  Duke  Charles  had  adyanced  to  Morat 
(or  Mmrten),  situated  upon  a  lake  of  the  same  name,  at  the 
yery  entrance  of  Switserland.  Here  report  said  that  Adrian 
de  Bubenberg,  a  yeteran  knight  of  Berne,  commanded  and 
maintained  the  most  obstinate  defence,  in  expectation  of  the 
relief  which  his  countrymen  were  hastUy  assembling. 

*  Alas,  my  old  brother-in-arms  1 '  said  the  Eari  to  his  son,  on 
hearing  these  tidings,  'this  town  besieged,  these  assaults  re- 
pelled, this  yidnity  of  an  enemy's  country,  this  profound  lake^ 
these  inaccessible  clifiBi,  threaten  a  second  part  of  the  tragedy 
of  Qranson,  nu»e  calamitous  periiaps  than  eyen  the  former  1 ' 

On  the  last  week  of  July  [June],  the  capital  of  Pxoyence  was 
agitated  by  one  of  those  unauthorised,  yet  generally  receiyed, 
rumours  which  transmit  great  eyents  with  incredible  swiftness, 
as  an  apple  flung  from  hand  to  hand  by  a  number  of  people  will 
pass  a  giyen  space  infinitely  faster  than  if  borne  by  tbd  most 
rapid  series  of  expresses.  The  report  announced  a  second  defeat 
of  the  Burgundiana,  in  terms  so  exaggerated  as  induced  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  to  consider  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole^  as  a 
fabrication. 
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And  is  the  hostile  troop  arriyed, 

And  have  they  won  the  day  ? 
It  must  have  been  a  bloody  field 

Ere  Darwent  fled  away  1 

The  JBttriek  Shepherd. 

Slbbp  did  not  oloee  the  eyes  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  or  his  son ; 
for,  although  the  BucoeBS  or  defeat  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
oould  not  now  be  of  importanoe  to  their  own  private  or  politictd 
aflBUrs,  yet  the  father  did  not  oease  to  interest  hinuseft  in  the 
fate  of  hiB  fonner  oompanion-in-arms ;  and  the  son,  with  the 
fire  of  youth,  always  eager  after  novelty,*  expected  to  find 
something  to  adyance  or  thwart  his  own  progress  in  every 
remarkable  event  which  agitated  the  world. 

Arthur  had  risen  from  his  bed,  and  was  in  the  act  of  attir- 
ing himself,  when  the  tread  of  a  horse  arrested  his  attention. 
He  had  no  sooner  looked  out  of  the  window  than,  exclaiming, 
'News,  my  fother — news  from  the  army  1'  he  rudied  into  the 
street^  where  a  cavalier,  who  appeared  to  have  ridden  very 
hard,  was  inquiring  for  the  two  Philipeons,  father  and  son. 
He  had  no  difficulty  in  reoogni^ing  Colvin,  the  master  of  the 
Burgundian  ordnance.  His  ghastly  look  bespoke  distress  of 
mind ;  his  disordered  array  and  broken  armour,  which  seemed 
rusted  with  rain  or  stained  with  blood,  gave  the  intelligence  of 
some  afi&ay  in  which  he  had  probably  been  worsted ;  and  so 
exhausted  was  his  gallant  steed,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the 
animal  could  stand  upright.  The  ccmdition  of  the  rider  was 
not  much  better.  When  he  alighted  from  his  horse  to  greet 
Arthur,  he  reeled  so  much  that  he  would  have  fallen  without 
instant  support.  His  homy  eye  had  lost  the  power  of  specular 
ti(m,  his  limbs  possessed  imperfectly  that  of  motion,  and  it 
was  with  a  half-«nffi)cated  voice  that  he  muttered,  '  Only  fatigue 
— ^want  of  rest  and  of  food.' 

*  Ooiddiii  novarom  nnun. 
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Arthur  assisted  him  into  the  house,  and  refreshments  were 
procured;  but  he  refused  all  except  a  bowl  of  wine,  after 
tasting  which  he  set  it  down,  and  loddng  at  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
with  an  eye  of  the  deepest  afflicticxi,  he  ejaculated,  'The  Duke 
of  Burgundy  1 ' 

' Slain t' replied  tiie  Earl;  <I  trust  not!' 

'  It  might  have  been  better  if  he  were,'  said  the  Englishman ; 
'but  dishonour  has  come  before  death.' 

'  Defeated,  then  f '  said  Oxford. 

'  So  completely  and  fearfully  defeated,'  answered  the  soldier, 
'  that  all  that  I  have  seen  of  loss  before  was  slight  in  com- 
pari80^.' 

'But  how  or  wheret'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford;  'you  were 
superior  in  numbers,  as  we  were  informed.' 

'Two  to  one  at  leasts'  answered  GolTin ;  'and  when  I  speak 
of  our  encounter  at  this  moment,  I  could  rend  my  flesh  with 
my  teeth  for  being  here  to  teU  such  a  tale  of  shame.  We  had 
sat  down  for  about  a  week  before  that  paltry  town  of  Murten, 
or  Morat»  or  whatever  it  is  called.  The  governor,  one  of  those 
stubborn  mountain  bears  of  Berne,  bade  us  defiance.  He  would 
not  even  condescend  to  shut  his  gates,  but»  when  we  summcmed 
the  town,  returned  for  answer^  we  might  enter  if  we  pleased 
— ^we  should  be  suitably  received.  I  would  have  tried  to  bring 
him  to  reason  by  a  salvo  or  two  of  artillery,  but  the  Duke  was 
too  much  irritated  to  listen  to  good  counsel.  Stimulated  by 
that  black  tndtor,  Gampo-basso^  he  deemed  it  better  to  run 
forward  with  his  whole  force  upon  a  place  which,  though  I 
could  soon  have  battered  it  about  their  German  ears,  was  yet 
too  strong  to  be  carried  by  swords,  lances,  and  hagbuts.  We 
were  beaten  off  with  great  loss,  and  much  discouragement  to 
the  soldiers.  We  then  commenced  more  regularly,  and  my 
batteries  would  have  brought  these  mad  Switoers  to  their  senses. 
Walls  and  ramparts  went  down  before  the  lusty  cannoneerB  of 
Burgundy ;  we  were  well  secured  also  by  intrenchments  against 
those  whom  we  heard  of  as  approaching  to  raise  the  siege.  But 
on  the  evening  of  the  twentieUi  [twenty-firstlof  this  month,  we 
learned  that  tiiey  were  close  at  hand,  and  Charles,  consulting 
only  his  own  bold  spirit,  advanced  to  meet  them,  relinquishing 
the  advantage  of  our  batteries  and  strong  position.  By  his 
orders,  though  against  my  own  judgment^  I  accompanied  him 
with  twenty  good  pieces,  and  the  flower  of  my  people.  We  broke 
up  on  the  next  morning,  and  had  not  advanced  far  before  we  saw 
the  lances  and  thick  array  of  halberds  and  two-handed  swords 
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whioh  oreBted  tbe  mountain.  Heayen,  too^  added  its  tenon : 
a  thondenrtoim,  with  all  the  fozy  €i  thoeetempestaous  dimates, 
descended  on  both  armies,  but  did  most  annoyance  to  ours, 
as  our  troops,  especially  the  Italians,  were  more  sensible  to  the 
torrents  of  rain  which  poured  down,  and  the  riyulets  which, 
swelled  into  torrents,  inundated  and  disordered  our  position* 
The  Duke  for  once  saw  it  necessary  to  alter  his  purpose  of 
instant  battle.  He  rode  up  to  me,  and  directed  me  to  defend 
with  the  cannon  the  retreat  which  he  was  about  to  commence, 
adding,  that  he  himself  would  in  person  sustam  me  with  the 
men-at-arms.  The  order  was  given  to  retreat.  But  the  move- 
ment gave  new  spirit  to  an  enemy  already  sufficiently  audacious. 
The  ranks  of  the  Swiss  instantly  prostrated  themselves  in  prayer 
— a  practice  on  the  field  of  battle  which  I  have  ridiculed,  but  I 
will  do  so  no  more.  When,  after  five  minutes,  they  sprung  again 
on  their  feet,  and  began  to  advance  rapidly,  sounding  their  horns 
and  crying  their  wai^sries  with  all  their  usual  ferocity,  behold, 
my  loid,  the  clouds  of  heaven  opened,  shedding  on  the  Confeder- 
ates the  blessed  light  of  the  returning  sun,  while  our  ranks  were 
still  in  the  gloom  of  the  tempest.  My  men  were  discouraged. 
The  host  behind  them  was  retxeating ;  the  sudden  light  thrown 
on  the  advancing  Switoers  showed  along  the  mountains  a  pro- 
fusion of  banners,  a  glancing  of  aims,  giving  to  the  enemy 
the  appearance  of  double  the  numbers  tluit  had  hitherto  been 
visible  to  us.  I  exhorted  my  followers  to  stand  fast,  but  in 
doing  so  I  thought  a  thought,  and  spoke  a  word,  which  was  a 
grievous  sin.  ''Stand  feust,  my  brave  cannoneers,"  I  said,  ''we 
will  presently  let  them  hear  louder  thunders,  and  show  them 
more  fatal  li^tnings,  than  their  prayers  have  put  down ! "  My 
men  shouted.  But  it  was  an  impious  thought — a  blasphemous 
speech,  and  evil  came  after  it.  We  levelled  our  guns  on  the 
advancing  masses  as  fairly  as  cannon  were  ever  pointed :  I  can  t  I 
vouch  it,  for  I  laid  the  Grand  Duchess  of  Bimmndy  mysdf^  Ah,  \.\ 
poor  Duchess  \  what  rude  nanas  manage  thee  now  i  xhe^oUey 
was  fired,  and  ere  the  smoke  spread  fnun  the  munles  I  could 
see  many  a  man  and  many  a  banner  go  down.  It  was  natural 
to  think  such  a  discharge  should  have  checked  the  attack,  and 
whilst  the  smoke  hid  the  enemy  from  us,  I  made  every  effort 
again  to  load  our  cannon,  and  anxiously  endeavoured  to  look 
through  the  mist  to  discover  the  state  of  our  opponents.  But 
ere  our  smoke  was  cleared  away,  or  the  camum  again  loaded, 
they  came  headlong  down  on  us,  horse  and  foot,  old  men  and 
boys,  men-at-arms  and  varlets,  charging  up  to  the  musde  of 
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ihe  gun%  and  cwor  them,  with  total  duvegaid  to  their 
My  brave  fellows  were  out  down,  pierced  thxooghy  and  oTomm, 
while  they  were  again  loading  their  pieces,  nor  do  I  believe 
that  a  single  cannon  was  fired  a  second  time.' 

<  And  the  Duke—'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  'did  he  not 
support  yout' 

'Most  loyally  and  bravely,'  answered  Golvin,  'with  his  own 
body-guard  of  Walloons  and  Biugondians.  But  a  thousand 
Italian  mercenaries  went  o£^  and  never  showed  face  again*  The 
pass,  too^  was  cumbered  with  the  artillery,  and  in  its^  narrow, 
bordering  on  mountains  and  difb,  a  deep  lake  close  beside.  In 
short,  it  was  a  place  totally  unfit  for  horsemen  to  act  in.  In 
spite  of  the  Duke's  utmost  exertions,  and  those  of  the  gallant 
Flemings  who  fought  around  him,  aU  were  borne  back  in 
eonoplete  disorder.  I  was  on  foot,  fighting  as  I  could,  without 
hopes  of  my  life,  or  indeed  thoughts  of  saving  it^  when  I  saw 
the  guns  taken  and  my  fidthful  cannoneers  slain.  But  I  saw 
Duke  Charles  hard  preesed,  and  took  my  horse  from  my  page 
that  held  him.  Tlun^  too^  art  lost,  my  poor  orphan  boy !  I 
oould  only  aid  Monseignenr  de  la  Groye  and  otheis  to  extri- 
cate the  Duke.  Our  retreat  beoame  a  total  rout»  and  when 
we  reached  our  rearf^uard,  which  we  had  left  strongly  encamped, 
the  banneis  of  the  Switsers  were  waving  on  our  batteries^  for 
a  large  division  had  made  a  oirouit  through  mountain  passes 
known  only  to  themselves^  and  attacked  our  camp^  vigorously 
seconded  by  that  accursed  Adrian  de  Bubenberg,  who  sallied 
from  the  beleaguered  town,  so  that  our  entrendiments  wera 
stormed  on  both  sides  at  once.  I  have  more  to  say,  but,  having 
ridden  day  and  night  to  bring  you  these  evil  tidings,  my  tongue 
dings  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  and  I  feel  that  I  can  speak  no 
more.  The  rest  is  all  flight  and  massacre,  disgraceful  to  every 
soldier  that  shared  in  it.  For  my  part,  I  confess  my  con- 
tumelious self-confidence  and  insolence  to  man,  as  well  as 
blasphemy  to  Heaven.  If  I  live,  it  is  but  to  hide  my  disgraced 
head  in  a  cowl,  and  expiate  the  numerous  sins  of  a  licentious 
life.' 

With  difficulty  the  broken-minded  soldier  was  prevailed  upon 
to  take  some  nourishment  and  repose,  together  with  an  opiate 
which  was  prescribed  by  the  physician  of  King  Ben^  who  re- 
commended it  as  necessary  to  preserve  even  the  reason  of  his 
patient,  exhausted  by  the  events  of  the  battle  and  subsequent 
fatigue. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford,  diamisHing  other  assistance,  watdied  alter- 
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Bon  at  Golvin'B  bedside.  Notwithstanding  the 
draught  that  had  been  administered,  his  repose  was  far  from 
sound.  Sudden  starts^  tiw  penpixation  which  started  from  his 
brow,  the  distortions  of  his  oountenanee^  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  denohed  his  fists  and  flung  aboai  faia  limbs,  showed 
that  in  his  dreams  he  was  again  encountering  the  tatrors  of  a 
desperate  and  forlorn  combat.  This  lasted  for  several  homes; 
but  about  noon,  fatigue  and  medicine  prevailed  over  nervous 
excitation,  and  the  defeated  commander  fell  into  a  deep  and  un- 
troubled repose  till  evening.  About  sunset  he  awakened,  and, 
after  learning  with  whom  and  where  he  was,  he  partook  of  re- 
freshments, foid,  without  any  apparent  consdousness  of  having 
told  them  before,  detaUed  once  more  all  the  particulars  of  the 
battle  of  Murten. 

<  It  were  little  wide  of  truth,'  he  said,  ^  to  calculate  that  one 
half  of  the  Duke's  army  fell  by  the  sword  or  were  driven  into 
the  lake.  Those  who  escaped  are  great  part  of  them  scattered, 
never  again  to  unite.  Such  a  denierate  and  irretrievable  rout 
was  never  witnessed.  We  fled  like  deer,  sheep^  or  any  other 
timid  AnltnAlg^  which  only  remain  in  company  because  they  are 
afraid  to  separate,  but  never  think  of  order  or  of  defence.' 

'And  the  Dukef '  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford. 

*We  hurried  him  with  us,'  said  the  soldier,  'rather  from  in- 
stinct than  loyalty,  as  men  flying  from  a  conflagration  snatch 
up  what  they  have  of  value,  witiiout  knowing  what  they  are 
doing.  Knight  and  knave^  officer  and  soldier,  fled  in  the  same 
panic,  and  each  blast  of  the  horn  of  Uri  in  our  rear  added  new 
wings  to  our  flight.' 

'And  the  Dukef  repeated  Oxford. 

'At  first  he  resisted  our  efibrts,  and  strove  to  tuxn  back  on 
the  foe;  but  when  the  flight  became  general,  he  galloped  along 
with  us,  without  a  word  spoken  or  a  command  issued.  At  first 
we  thought  his  silence  and  passiveness,  so  unusual  in  a  temper 
so  fiery,  were  fortunate  for  securing  his  personal  safety.  But 
when  we  rode  the  whole  day,  without  being  able  to  obtain  a 
word  of  reply  to  all  our  questions,  when  he  sternly  refused  re- 
freshments of  every  kind,  though  he  had  tasted  no  food  all  that 
disastrous  day,  when  every  variation  of  his  moody  and  imcertain 
temper  was  sunk  into  silent  and  sullen  despair,  we  took  counsel 
what  was  to  be  done,  and  it  was  by  the  general  vmce  that  I  was 
despatched  to  entreat  that  you,  for  whose  counsels  alone  Charles 
has  been  known  to  have  had  some  occasional  deference,  would 
come  instantly  to  his  place  of  retreat^  and  exert  all  your  influence 


48S  WAYXBLEY  NOVXLB 

to  awaken  hun  from  thu  lethazgyy  whioh  may  otherwiie  tei^^ 
his  ezistenoe.' 

^And  what  remedy  can  I  interpoeet'  aaid  Oxford.  'You 
know  how  he  neglected  my  advice,  when  following  it  might  have 
flerred  my  interest  as  well  as  his  own.  Ton  are  aware  that  my 
life  was  not  safe  among  the  miscreants  that  surrounded  the 
Duke  and  exercised  influence  over  Imn.' 

'Most  true,'  answered  Golvin;  'but  I  also  know  he  is  your 
ancient  companion-in-arms,  and  it  would  ill  become  me  to  teach 
the  noble  Esrl  of  Oxford  what  the  laws  of  chivalry  require. 
For  your  lordship's  safety,  every  honest  man  in  the  anny  will 
give  willing  security.' 

'  It  is  for  that  I  care  leasti'  said  Oxford,  indifiBarently ;  'and 
if  indeed  my  presence  can  be  of  service  to  the  Duke — if  I  could 
believe  that  he  desired  it ' 

'He  does — ^he  does,  my  lord,'  said  the  faithful  soldier,  with 
tears  in  his  eves.  '  We  heard  him  name  your  name^  as  if  the 
words  escaped  him  in  a  painful  dream.' 

'  I  will  go  to  him,  such  being  the  case,'  said  Oxford — '  I  will 
go  instandy.  Where  did  he  purpose  to  establish  his  head- 
quartemf 

'He  had  fixed  nothing  for  himself  on  that  or  other  matters; 
but  Monsieur  de  Gontay  named  La  Rivi^re^  near  Salins^  in  Upper 
Burgundy,  as  the  place  of  his  retreat.' 

'Thither,  then,  will  we,  my  son,  with  all  haste  of  preparation. 
Thou,  Golvin,  hadst  better  remain  here^  and  see  some  holy  man, 
to  be  assoilzied  for  thy  hasty  speech  on  the  bi^tle-fieldof  Morat. 
There  was  offence  in  it  without  doubti  but  it  will  be  ill  atoned 
for  by  quitting  a  generous  master  when  he  hath  most  need  of 
your  gcKxl  service ;  and  it  is  but  an  act  of  cowardice  to  retreat 
into  the  doister  tUl  we  have  no  longer  active  duties  to  perform 
in  this  world.' 

'It  is  true^'  said  Golvin, '  that»  should  I  leave  the  Duke  now, 
perhaps  not  a  man  would  stoy  behind  that  could  stell  a  cannon 
properly.  The  sight  of  your  lordship  cannot  but  operate  favour- 
ably on  my  noble  master,  since  it  has  waked  the  old  soldier 
in  myself.  If  your  lordsMp  can  delay  your  journey  till  to- 
morrow, I  will  have  my  spiritual  affiurs  settled,  and  my  bodilv 
health  sufficiently  restored,  to  be  your  guide  to  La  Riviere ;  ana, 
for  the  cloister,  I  wiU  think  of  it  when  I  have  regained  the  good 
name  which  I  have  lost  at  Murten.  But  I  will  have  mftsscs  said, 
and  these  right  powerful,  for  the  souls  of  my  poor  cannoneers.' 

The  proposal  of  Golvin  was  adopted,  and  Oxford,  with  his 
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son,  attended  by  Thiebaulti  spent  the  day  in  preparation,  except- 
ing the  time  neoesaary  to  take  fonnal  leave  of  King  Ben^  who 
seemed  to  part  with  them  with  regret.  In  oompany  wiUi  the 
ordnance  officer  of  the  discomfited  duke,  they  traversed  those 
parts  of  Provence,  Dauphin^  and  fVanohe-Gompt6  which  lie 
between  Aix  and  tiie  place  to  which  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  had 
retreated ;  but  the  distance  and  inconvenience  of  so  long  a  route 
consumed  more  than  a  fortnight  on  the  road,  and  the  month  of 
July  1476  was  commenced  when  the  travellers  arrived  in  Upper 
Burgundy,  and  at  the  Castle  of  La  Biviire,  about  twenty  mOes 
to  the  south  of  the  town  of  Salins.  The  castle,  which  was  but 
of  small  sise^  was  surrounded  by  very  many  tents,  which  were 
pitched  in  a  crowded,  disordered,  and  unsoldierlike  manner,  very 
unlike  the  discipline  usually  observed  in  the  camp  of  Charles  the 
Bold.  That  the  Duke  was  present  there,  however,  was  attested 
by  his  broad  banner,  which,  rich  with  all  its  quarterings, 
streamed  from  the  battlements  of  the  castle.  The  guard  turned 
out  to  receive  the  strangers,  but  in  a  manner  so  disorderly,  that 
the  Earl  looked  to  Colvin  for  explanation.  The  master  of  the 
ordnance  shrugged  up  his  shotdders  and  was  silent. 

Colvin  having  sent  in  notice  of  his  arrival,  and  that  of  the 
English  earl,  Monsieur  de  Contay  caused  them  presently  to  be 
admitted,  and  expressed  much  joy  at  their  arrival. 

'A  few  of  us,'  he  said,  'true  servants  of  the  Duke,  are 
holding  counsel  here,  at  which  your  assistance,  my  noble  Lord 
of  Oxford,  will  be  of  the  utmost  importance.  Messieurs  De  la 
Croye,  De  Craon,  Bubempr^  and  others,  nobles  of  Buigundy, 
are  now  assembled  to  superintend  the  defence  of  the  country  at 
this  exigence.' 

They  all  expressed  delight  to  see  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  had 
only  abstained  from  thrusting  their  attentions  on  him  the  last 
time  he  was  in  the  Duke's  camp,  as  they  understood  it  was  his 
wish  to  observe  incognito. 

'His  Grace,'  said  De  Craon,  'has  asked  after  you  twice,  and 
on  both  times  by  your  assumed  name  of  Philipson.' 

'I  wonder  not  at  that,  my  Lord  of  Ciaon,'  replied  the 
English  nobleman :  'the  origin  of  the  name  took  its  rise  in 
former  days,  when  I  was  him  during  my  first  exile.  It  was 
then  said  that  we  poor  Lancastrian  nobles  must  assume  other 
names  than  our  own,  and  the  good  Duke  Philip  said,  as  I  was 
brother-in-«rms  to  his  son  Charles^  I  must  be  called  after  himself, 
by  the  name  of  Philipson.  In  memory  of  the  good  sovereign, 
I  took  that  name  when  the  day  of  need  actually  arrived,  and  I 
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see  that  the  Diike  tiiinlu  of  our  eariy  intiina<7  by  hiB  d^ 
ingmeao.    How  fares  his  Qraoef 

The  Borgundkna  looked  at  each  other,  and  there  was  a  pause. 

'Even  like  a  man  stunned,  brave  Oxford/  at  length  De 
Contay  replied.  '  Sieur  d'Aigenton,*  you  can  best  infbnn  the 
noble  £an  of  the  condition  of  our  sovereign.' 

'He  is  like  a  man  distracted,'  said  the  future  historian  of 
that  busy  period.  'After  the  battle  of  Granson,  he  was  never, 
to  my  thinking,  of  the  same  sound  judgment  as  before.  But 
then  he  was  capricious,  unreasonable,  peremptoiy,  and  incon- 
sistent! and  resented  every  counsel  that  was  offered,  as  if  it  had 
been  meant  in  insult;  was  jealous  of  the  least  trespass  in  point 
of  ceremonial,  as  if  his  subjects  were  holding  him  in  contempt. 
Now  there  is  a  total  change,  as  if  this  second  blow  had  stunned 
him,  and  suppressed  the  violent  passions  which  the  first  called 
into  action.  He  is  silent  as  a  Gsrthusian,  solitary  as  a  hermit^ 
expresses  uiterest  in  nothing,  least  of  all  in  the  guidance  of  his 
army.  He  was,  you  know,  anxious  about  his  drees;  so  much 
so,  that  there  was  some  afiectation  even  in  the  rudenesses 
which  he  practised  in  that  matter.  But^  woe's  me,  you  will 
see  a  chai^y^e  now :  he  will  not  suffer  his  hair  or  nails  to  be 
trimmed  or  arranged.  He  is  totally  heedless  of  respect  or 
disrespect  towards  him,  takes  little  or  no  nourishmenti  uses 
strong  wines,  which,  however,  do  not  seem  to  affect  his  under- 
stan(£ng;  he  will  hear  nothing  of  war  or  state  afhirs,  as  little 
of  hunting  or  of  sport  Suppose  an  anchorite  brought  from  a 
cell  to  govern  a  kingdom,  you  see  in  him,  except  in  point  of 
devotion,  a  picture  of  the  fiery,  active  Charles  of  Burgundy.' 

'Tou  speak  of  a  mind  deeplv  wounded,  Sieur  d'Aigenton,' 
replied  the  Englishman.  '  Think  you  it  fit  I  should  present 
myself  before  the  Duke  t ' 

'  I  will  inquire,'  said  Contay ;  and  leaving  the  apartment, 
returned  presently,  and  made  a  sign  to  the  Eari  to  follow  him. 

In  a  cabinet,  or  closeti  the  unfortunate  Charles  redined  in 
a  large  arm-duur,  his  legs  carelessly  stretched  on  a  footstool, 
but  so  changed  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  could  have  believed 
what  he  saw  to  be  the  ghost  of  the  once  fieiy  Duke.  Indeed, 
the  shaggy  length  of  hair  which,  streaming  from  his  head, 
mingled  with  his  beard,  the  hoUowness  of  the  caverns  at  the 
bottom  of  which  rolled  his  wild  eyes,  the  falling  in  of  the 
breast,  and  the  advance  of  the  shoulders,  gave  the  ghastly 

*  Philip  dM  ComfneB,  Sieur  d'Aigenton,  Mtbor  of  ITMoriool  Jfemoirs  (LodiffX    [See 
QvmUU^  Durmd,  Notee  85,  46,  pp.  444,  44&] 


ANNE  OF  QEDEBSTBIN  486 

appeaianoe  of  one  who  haa  soflbred  the  final  agony  which  takes 
from  mortality  the  signs  of  life  and  energy.  His  very  costume 
(a  cloak  flnng  loosely  over  him)  increased  his  resemblance  to  a 
shrouded  phantom.  De  Contay  named  the  Earl  of  Oxford; 
but  the  Duke  gaced  on  him  with  a  lustreless  eye,  and  gave 
him  no  answer. 

'Speak  to  him,  braTC  Oxford,'  said  the  Buigundian,  in  a 
whisf^;  'he  is  even  worse  than  usual,  but  perhaps  he  may 
know  your  Yoice.' 

Never,  when  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  was  in  the  most  palmy 
state  of  his  fortunes^  did  the  noble  ^glishman  kneel  to  kiss 
his  hand  with  such  sincere  reverence.  He  respected  in  him 
not  only  the  afflicted  friend,  but  the  humbled  sovereign,  upon 
whose  tower  of  trust  the  lightning  had  so  recently  bioken. 
It  was  probably  the  falling  of  a  tear  upon  his  haiid  which 
seemed  to  awake  the  Duke's  attention,  for  he  looked  towards 
the  Earl  and  said,  'Oxford — Philipson — my  old — my  only 
friend,  hast  thou  found  me  out  in  this  retreat  of  shame  and 
misery  t' 

'  I  am  not  your  only  friend,  my  lord,'  said  Oxford.  '  Heaven 
haa  given  you  many  affectionate  friends  among  your  natural 
and  loyal  subjects.  But  though  a  stranger,  and  saving  the 
allegiance  I  owe  to  my  lawful  sovereign,  I  will  yield  to  none 
of  them  in  the  respect  and  deference  which  I  have  paid  to 
your  Grace  in  prosperity,  and  now  come  to  render  to  you  in 
adversity.' 

'  Adversity  indeed  1 '  said  the  Duke — '  irremediable,  intoler- 
able adversity !  I  was  lately  Charles  of  Buigundy,  called  the 
Bold ;  now  am  I  twice  beaten  by  a  msam  of  German  peasants, 
my  standard  taken,  my  men-at«xms  put  to  flighty  my  camp 
twice  plundered,  and  each  time  of  value  more  than  equal  to 
the  price  of  all  Switserland  fairly  lost;  myself  hunted  like  a 
caitiff  goat  or  chamois.  The  utmost  spite  of  hell  could  never 
accumulate  more  shame  on  the  head  of  a  sovereign  1' 

'On  the  oontraiy,  my  lord,'  said  Oxford,  'it  is  a  trial  of 
Heaven,  which  calls  for  patience  and  strength  of  mind.  The 
bravest  and  best  knight  may  lose  the  saddle;  he  is  but  a 
laggard  who  lies  rolling  on  the  sand  of  the  lists  after  the 
accident  has  chanced.' 

'Ha,  laggard,  sayst  thout'  said  the  Duke,  some  part  of  his 
ancient  spirit  awakened  by  the  broad  taunt.  '  Leave  my  pre- 
sence^ sir,  and  return  to  it  no  more  till  you  axe  summoned 
thither ' 


486  WAVEBUGY  NOVELS 

'  Which  I  trust  will  be  no  later  than  your  Grace  quits  your 
dishabille,  and  disposes  yourself  to  see  your  vassals  and  friends 
with  such  ceremony  as  befits  you  and  thenii'  said  the  Earl, 
composedly. 

'How  mean  you  by  that»  sur  earlt    Tou  are  nnmanneily.' 

'  If  I  be,  my  lord,  I  am  taught  my  ill  breeding  by  droum- 
Btanoes.  I  can  mourn  over  fallen  dignity;  but  I  cannot 
honour  him  who  dishonours  himself  by  bending,  like  a  regardless 
boy,  beneath  the  scourge  of  evil  fortune.' 

'And  who  am  I  that  you  should  term  me  suehf  said 
Charles,  starting  up  in  all  his  natural  pride  and  ferocity;  'or 
who  are  you  but  a  miserable  exile,  that  you  should  break  in 
upon  my  privacy  with  such  disrespectful  upbraiding  t' 

'For  me,'  replied  Oxford,  'I  am,  as  you  say,  an  unrespeoted 
exile;  nor  am  I  ashamed  of  my  condition,  since  undiaken 
loyalty  to  my  king  and  his  successors  has  brought  me  to  it. 
But  in  you,  can  I  recognise  the  Duke  of  Burgundv  in  a  sullen 
hermit,  whose  guards  are  a  disorderly  soldiery,  dreadful  only 
to  their  friends ;  whose  councils  are  in  confusion  for  want  of 
their  sovereign,  and  who  himself  lurks  like  a  lamed  wolf  in  its 
den,  in  an  ol«cure  castle,  waiting  but  a  blast  of  the  Switser's 
horn  to  fling  open  its  gates,  which  there  are  none  to  defend ; 
who  wears  not  a  knightly  sword  to  protect  his  penon,  and 
cannot  even  die  like  a  stag  at  bay,  but  must  be  worried  like  a 
hunted  foxf 

'Death  and  hell,  slanderous  traitor  1'  thundered  the  Duke, 
glancing  a  look  at  his  side,  and  perceiving  himself  without  a 
weapon.  '  It  is  well  for  thee  I  have  no  sword,  or  thou  shouldst 
never  boast  of  thine  insolence  going  unpunished.  Contay,  step 
forth  like  a  good  knight  and  confute  the  calumniator.  Say, 
are  not  my  soldiers  arrayed,  disciplined,  and  in  order  t ' 

'My  lord,'  said  Contay,  trembling  (brave  as  he  was  in 
battle)  at  the  frantic  rage  which  Charles  exhibited,  '  there  are 
a  numerous  soldiery  yet  under  your  cooomand,  but  they  are  in 
evil  order,  and  in  worse  discipline,  I  think,  than  they  were 
wont.' 

'  I  see  it — I  see  it|'  said  the  Duke ;  '  idle  and  evil  counseUors 
are  ye  all.  Hearken,  Sir  of  Contay,  what  have  you  and  the 
rest  of  you  been  doing,  holding  as  you  do  large  lands  and  high 
fiefs  of  us,  that  I  cannot  stretch  my  limbs  on  a  sick-bed,  when 
my  heart  is  half  broken,  but  my  troops  must  fall  into  such 
scandalous  disorder  as  exposes  me  to  the  scorn  and  reproach  of 
each  beggarly  foreigner  ? ' 
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'  My  lord,'  replied  GoDtay,  move  firmly,  '  we  have  done  what 
we  could.  But  your  Grace  has  accustomed  your  mercenary 
generals  and  leaders  of  Free  Companies  to  take  their  orders 
only  from  your  own  mouth  or  hand.  They  damour  also  for 
pay,  and  the  treasurer  refuses  to  issue  it  without  your  Grace's 
order,  as  he  alleges  it  might  cost  him  his  head;  and  they  will 
not  be  guided  and  restrained,  either  by  us  or  those  who  com- 
pose your  council.' 

The  Duke  laughed  sternly,  but  was  evidently  somewhat 
pleased  with  the  replv. 

'  Ha,  ha  1 '  he  said^  '  it  is  only  Burgundy  who  can  ride  his 
own  wild  horses,  and  rule  his  own  wild  soldiery.  Hark  thee, 
Gontay.  To-morrow  I  ride  forth  to  review  the  troops ;  for  what 
disorder  has  passed,  allowance  shall  be  made.  Pay  also  shall 
be  issued ;  but  woe  to  those  who  shall  have  offended  too  deeply! 
Let  my  grooms  of  the  chamber  know  to  provide  me  fitting 
dress  and  arms.  I  have  got  a  lesson  (glancmg  a  dark  look  at 
Oxford),  and  I  will  not  again  be  insulted  without  the  means  of 
wreaking  my  vengeance.  Begone,  both  of  you.  And,  Gontay, 
send  the  treasurer  hither  with  his  accounts,  and  woe  to  his  soul 
if  I  find  aught  to  complain  of  1  Begone,  I  say,  and  send  him 
hither.'  ' 

They  left  the  apartment  with  suitable  obeisance.  As  thev 
retired,  the  Duke  said,  abruptly,  '  Lord  of  Ocford,  a  word  with 
you.  Where  did  you  study  medicine  t  Li  your  own  famed 
tiniversity,  I  suppose.  Thy  physic  hath  wrought  a  wonder.  Tet, 
Doctor  Pldlipson,  it  might  have  cost  thee  thy  life.' 

'  I  have  ever  thought  my  life  cheap,'  said  Oxford,  '  when  the 
object  was  to  help  my  friend.' 

'  Thou  art  indeed  a  friend,'  said  Gharlee,  'and  a  fearless  one. 
But  go— I  have  been  sore  troubled,  and  thou  hast  tasked  my 
temper  closely.  To-monow  we  will  speak  further;  meantime, 
I  f^give  thee,  and  I  honour  thee.' 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  retired  to  the  council-hall,  where  the 
Burgundian  nobility,  aware  of  what  had  passed,  crowded  around 
him  with  thanks,  compliments,  and  congratulations.  A  general 
busUe  now  ensued ;  orders  were  hurried  off  in  every  direction. 
Those  officers  who  had  duties  to  perform  -wllch  had  been 
neglected  hastened  to  conceal  or  to  atone  for  their  negligence. 
There  was  a  general  tumult  in  the  camp,  but  it  was  a  tumult 
of  joy ;  for  soldiers  are  always  most  pleased  when  they  are  best 
in  order  for  performing  their  military  service ;  and  license  or 
inactivity,  however  acceptable  at  times,  are  not|  when  continued, 
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80  agreeable  to  their  nature  as  strict  disoipline  and  a  prospect 
of  employment. 

The  treasurer,  who  was,  luckily  for  him,  a  man  of  sense 
and  method,  haying  been  two  hours  in  private  with  the  Duke, 
returned  with  looks  of  wonder,  and  professed  that  never,  in 
Charles's  most  prosperous  days,  had  he  showed  himself  more 
acute  in  the  departmmt  of  finance,  of  which  he  had  but  that 
morning  seemed  totally  incapable;  and  the  merit  was  uni- 
versally attributed  to  the  vint  of  Lord  Oxford,  whose  timely 
reprimand  had,  like  the  shot  of  a  cannon  dispersing  foul  mists, 
awakened  the  Duke  from  his  black  and  bilious  melancholy. 

On  the  following  day,  Charles  reviewed  his  troops  with  his 
usual  attention,  directed  new  levies,  made  various  dispositions 
of  his  forces,  and  corrected  the  &ults  of  their  discipline  by 
severe  orders,  which  were  enforced  by  some  deserved  punish- 
ments (of  which  the  Italian  mercenaries  of  Campo-basso  had  a 
large  share),  and  rendered  palatable  by  the  payment  of  arrears, 
which  was  calculated  to  attach  them  to  the  standard  under 
which  they  served. 

The  Duke  also,  after  consulting  with  his  council,  agreed 
to  convoke  meetings  of  the  States  in  his  difierent  territories, 
redress  certain  popular  grievances,  and  grant  some  boons  which 
he  had  hitherto  denied ;  and  thus  began  to  open  a  new  account 
of  popularity  with  his  subjects,  in  place  of  that  which  his  rash- 
ness had  exhausted. 


CHAPTER  XXXV 

Here's  a  weapon  now 
Shall  shake  a  oonqnering  general  in  his  tent» 
A  monaich  on  his  throne^  or  reach  a  prelate. 
However  holy  be  his  offices, 
E'en  while  he  serres  the  altar. 

Old  Play, 

Fboh  this  time  all  was  activity  in  the  Duke  of  Buigundy^a 
oourt  and  anny.  Money  was  oollected,  soldiers  were  levied, 
and  certain  news  of  the  Confederates'  motions  only  were  wanting 
to  bring  on  the  oampaign.  But  although  Charles  was,  to  all 
outward  appearance,  as  active  as  ever,  yet  those  who  were  more 
immediatcuy  about  his  person  were  of  opinion  that  he  did  not 
display  the  soundness  <^  mind  or  the  energy  of  judgment  which 
had  been  admired  in  him  before  these  (udamities.  He  was 
still  liable  to  fits  of  moody  melancholy,  similar  to  those  which 
descended  upon  Saul,  and  was  vehemently  furious  when  aroused 
out  of  them.  Indeed,  the  Earl  of  Oxford  himself  seemed  to 
have  lost  the  power  which  he  had  exercised  over  him  at  first 
Nay,  though  in  general  Charles  was  both  grateful  and  affac- 
tionate  towards  him,  he  evidently  felt  humbled  by  the  recollec- 
tion of  his  having  witnessed  his  impotent  and  disastrous 
condition,  and  was  so  much  afraid  of  Lord  Oxford  being 
supposed  to  lead  his  counsels,  that  he  often  repelled  his  advice, 
merely,  as  it  seemed,  to  show  his  own  iodependence  of  mind. 

In  these  froward  humours,  the  Duke  was  much  encouraged 
by  Campo-basso.  That  wily  traitor  now  saw  his  master's  af^ra 
tottering  to  their  fall,  and  he  resolved  to  lend  his  lever  to  the 
work,  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  a  share  of  the  spoiL  He  regarded 
Oxford  as  one  of  the  most  able  friends  and  counsellorB  who 
adhered  to  the  Duke ;  he  thought  he  saw  in  his  looks  that  he 
fathomed  his  own  treacherous  purpose,  and  therefore  he  hated 
and  feared  him.  Besides,  in  order  perhaps  to  colour  over,  even 
to  his  own  eyes,  the  abraninable  perfidy  he  meditated,  he  aflfocted 
to  be  exceedii^ly  enraged  against  the  Duke  for  the  late  punish- 
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ment  of  maraudera  belonging  to  hk  Italian  bands.  He  believed 
that  chastisement  to  have  been  inflicted  by  the  advice  of  Oxford ; 
and  he  suspected  that  the  measure  was  pressed  with  the  hope 
of  discovering  that  the  Italians  had  not  pillaged  for  their  own 
emolument  only,  but  for  that  of  their  commander.  Believing 
that  Oxford  was  thus  hostile  to  him,  Campo-basso  would  have 
speedily  found  means  to  take  him  out  of  his  path,  had  not  the 
Earl  himself  found  it  prudent  to  observe  some  precautions ;  and 
the  lords  of  Flanders  and  Buigundy,  who  loved  him  for  the  very 
reasons  for  which  the  Italian  abhorred  him,  watched  over  hu 
safety  with  a  vigilance  of  which  he  himself  was  ignorant^  but 
which  certainly  was  the  means  of  preserving  his  life. 

It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  Ferrand  of  Lorraine  should 
have  left  his  victory  so  long  unimproved ;  but  the  Swiss  Con- 
federates, who  were  the  strength  of  his  forces,  insisted  that  the 
first  operations  should  take  place  in  Savoy  and  the  Pays  de 
Yaud,  where  the  Buzgundians  had  many  garrisons,  which,  though 
they  received  no  relief,  yet  were  not  eaulv  or  speedily  reduced. 
Besides,  the  Switeers  being,  like  most  of  the  national  soldiers  of 
the  time,  a  kind  of  militia,  most  of  them  returned  home  to  get  in 
their  harvest  and  to  deposit  their  spoil  in  safety.  Ferrand,  tiiere- 
fore,  though  bent  on  pursuing  his  success  with  all  the  ardour  of 
youthful  chivalry,  was  prevented  from  making  any  movement 
in  advance  until  the  month  of  December  1476.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  forces,  to  be  least  burdensome  to 
the  country,  were  cantoned  in  distant  places  of  his  dominions, 
where  every  exertion  was  made  to  perfect  the  discipline  of  the 
new  levies.  The  Duke,  if  left  to  himself,  would  have  precipitated 
the  struggle  by  again  assembling  his  forces  and  puslung  forward 
into  the  Helvetian  territories ;  but,  though  he  inwardly  foamed 
at  the  recollection  of  Granson  and  Murten,  the  memory  of  these 
disasters  was  too  recent  to  permit  such  a  plan  of  the  cam- 
paign. Meantime,  weeks  glided  past,  and  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber was  far  advanced  when  one  morning,  as  the  Duke  was 
sitting  in  council,  Campo-basso  suddenly  entered,  with  a  degree 
of  extravagant  rapture  in  his  countenance  singularly  difllraent 
from  the  cold,  regulated,  and  subtie  smile  which  was  usually 
his  utmost  advance  towards  laughter.  '  Ovafttes^^  *  he  said — 
'gtumtes,  for  luck's  sake,  if  it  please  your  Grace.' 

'And  what  of  good  fortune  comes  nigh  ust'  said  the  Duke. 
'  Methought  she  had  forgot  the  way  to  our  gates.' 

'  She  has  returned  to  them,  please  your  Highness,  with  her 

"  See  Note  11. 
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oomucopia  full  of  choioest  gifts,  xeady  to  pour  her  fruit,  her 
flowera,  her  treasures,  on  the  head  of  the  sovereign  of  Europe 
most  worthy  to  reoeiYe  them.' 

'The  meaning  of  all  thisT  said  Duke  Charles :  'riddles  are 
for  children.' 

'  The  harebrained  young  madman  Ferrand,  who  calls  himself 
of  Lorraine,  has  broken  down  from  the  mountains,  at  the  head 
of  a  desultory  anny  of  scapegraces  like  himself;  and  what 
think  you — ^ha  1  ha  I  ha ! — they  are  orerrunning  Lorraine,  and 
have  taken  Nancy — ha  1  ha  i  ha ! ' 

'By  my  good  faith,  sir  count,'  said  Gontay,  astonished  at 
the  gay  humour  with  which  the  Italian  treated  a  matter  so 
serious,  'I  have  seldom  heard  a  fool  laugh  more  gailv  at  a 
more  scurvy  jest  than  you,  a  wise  man,  laugh  at  the  loss  of 
the  principal  town  of  the  province  we  are  fighting  for.' 

' I  laugh,'  said  Campo-basso^  'among  the  spean,  as  my  war- 
horse  does — hal  hal — among  the  trumpets.  I  laugh  also 
over  the  destruction  of  the  enemy,  and  the  dividing  of  the 
spoil,  as  eagles  scream  their  joy  over  the  division  of  their  prey. 
I  laugh ' 

'You  laugh,'  said  the  Lord  of  Contay,  waxing  impatient^ 
'  when  you  have  all  the  mirth  to  yourself,  as  you  laughed  after 
our  losses  at  Granson  and  Murten.' 

'  Peace,  sir  I '  said  the  Duke.  'The  Count  of  Campo-basso  has 
viewed  the  case  as  I  do.  This  young  knight^rrant  ventures 
from  the  protection  of  his  mountains ;  and  Heaven  deal  with 
me  as  I  keep  my  oath,  when  I  swear  that  the  next  fair  field 
on  which  we  meet  shall  see  one  of  us  dead  1  It  is  now  the 
last  week  of  the  old  year,  and  before  Twelfth  Day  we  will  see 
whether  he  or  I  shall  find  the  bean  in  the  cake.  To  arms,  my 
lords ;  let  our  camp  instantly  break  up,  and  our  troops  move 
fonraid  towards  Lcnrndne.  Send  ofif  the  Italian  and  Albanian 
light  cavalry,  and  the  Stradiots,  to  scour  the  country  in  the 
van.  Oxford,  thou  wilt  bear  aims  in  this  journey,  idlt  thou 
note 

'Surely,'  said  the  Earl.  'I  am  eating  your  Highness's 
bread;  and  when  enemies  invade,  it  stands  with  my  honour 
to  fight  for  your  Qrace  as  if  I  was  your  bom  Bu}>ject.  With 
your  Grace's  permission,  I  will  despatch  a  pursuivant,  who 
shall  cany  letters  to  my  late  kind  host^  the  Landamman  of 
Unterwalden,  acquainting  him  with  my  purpose.' 

The  Duke  having  given  a  ready  assent,  the  pursuivant  was 
dismissed  accordingly,  and  returned  in  a  few  hours,  so  near  had 
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the  armies  approached  to  each  other.  He  boie  a  letter  from 
the  Ijandamman,  in  a  tone  of  courtesy  and  even  kindneasy 
regretting  that  any  cause  should  have  occurred  for  bearing 
arms  against  his  late  guest^  for  whom  he  expressed  high 
personal  regard.  The  same  pursuiTant  also  brought  greet- 
ings from  the  family  of  the  Biedermans  to  their  friend  Arthur, 
and  a  separate  letter,  addressed  to  the  same  person,  of  which 
the  contents  ran  thus : — 

'Rudolph  Donnerhugel  is  desirous  to  give  the  young  mer- 
chanti  Arthur  Philipson,  the  opportunity  of  finishing  the  bargain 
which  remained  unsettled  between  them  in  the  caistle-court  (rf 
Geierstein.  He  is  the  more  desirous  of  this,  as  he  is  awaiB 
that  the  said  Arthur  has  done  him  wrong,  in  seducing  the 
affections  of  a  certain  maiden  of  rank,  to  whom  he,  Philipson, 
is  not,  and  cannot  be,  anything  beyond  an  ordinaiy  acquaint- 
ance. Rudolph  Donnerhugel  will  send  Arthur  Philipson  word 
when  a  fair  and  equal  meeting  can  take  place  on  neutral  ground. 
In  the  meantime,  he  will  be  as  often  as  possible  in  the  first 
rank  of  the  skirmishers.' 

Toung  Arthur^s  heart  leapt  high  as  he  read  the  defiance^ 
the  piqued  tone  of  which  diowed  the  state  of  the  writer^s 
feelings,  and  argued  sufficiently  Rudolph's  disappointment  on 
the  subject  of  Anne  of  Qeierstein,  and  his  suspicion  that  she 
had  bestowed  her  affections  on  the  youthful  stranger.  Arthur 
found  means  of  despatching  a  reply  to  the  challenge  of  the 
Swiss,  assuring  him  of  the  pleasure  with  which  he  would  attaid 
his  commands,  either  in  front  of  the  line  or  elsewhere,  as  Rudolph 
might  desire. 

Meantime  the  armies  were  closely  approaching  to  each  other, 
and  the  light  troops  sometimes  met.  The  Stradiots  from  the 
Venetian  territory,  a  sort  of  cavalry  resembling  that  of  the 
Turks,  perfonned  much  of  that  service  on  the  part  of  the 
Burgundian  army,  for  which,  indeed,  if  their  fidelity  could 
have  been  relied  on,  they  were  admirably  well  qualified.  The 
Earl  of  Oxford  observed,  that  these  men,  who  were  under  the 
command  of  Gampo-basso,  always  brought  in  intelligence  that 
the  enemy  were  in  indifferent  order  and  in  full  retreat. 
Besides,  infonDoation  was  communicated  through  their  means 
that  Bundiy  individuals,  against  whom  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
entertained  peculiar  persanal  dislike^  and  whom  he  specially 
desired  to  get  into  his  hands,  had  taken  refuge  in  Nancy.   This 
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* 
greatly  increased  the  Duke's  ardour  for  retaking  that  place, 
which  became  perfectly  ungoYemable  when  he  learned  that 
Ferrand  and  his  Swiss  allies  had  drawn  off  to  a  neighbouring 
position  called  St.  Nicholas,  <m  the  news  of  his  arriyal.  The 
greater  part  of  the  Burgundian  counseUors,  together  with  the 
Earl  of  Oxford,  protested  against  his  besieging  a  place  of  some 
strength,  while  an  actiTC  enemy  lay  in  the  neighbourhood  to 
relieve  it.  They  remonstrated  on  the  smallness  of  his  army, 
on  the  nevmty  oi  the  weather,  on  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
provisions,  and  exhorted  the  Duke,  that»  having  made  such  a 
movement  as  had  forced  the  enemy  to  retreat,  he  ought  to 
suspend  decisive  operations  till  spring.  Charles  at  first  tried 
to  dispute  and  repel  these  aiguments;  but  when  his  counsellors 
reminded  him  that  he  was  placing  himself  and  his  army  in  the 
same  situation  as  at  Granson  and  Murten,  he  became  furious  at 
the  recollection,  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  ooly  answered  by 
oaths  and  imprecations  that  he  would  be  master  of  Nancy 
before  Twelfth  Day. 

Accordingly,  the  army  of  Burgundy  sat  down  before  Nancy, 
in  a  strong  position,  protected  by  the  hollow  of  a  watercourse, 
and  covered  with  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  which  Golvin  had 
under  his  charge. 

Having  indu^^  his  obstinate  temper  in  thus  arranging  the 
campaign,  the  Duke  seemed  to  give  a  little  more  heed  to  the 
advice  of  his  counsellors  touching  the  safety  of  his  person,  and 
permitted  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  with  his  son,  and  two  or  three 
officers  of  his  household,  men  of  approved  trust,  to  sleep  within 
his  pavilion,  in  addition  to  the  usual  guard. 

It  wanted  three  days  of  Christmas  when  the  Duke  sat  down 
before  Nancy,  and  on  that  very  evening  a  tumult  happened 
which  seemed  to  justify  the  alann  for  his  personal  safety.  It 
was  midnight,  and  all  in  the  ducal  pavilion  were  at  rest,  when 
a  cry  of  treason  arose.  The  Earl  of  Oxford,  drawing  his  sword, 
and  snatching  up  a  light  which  burned  beside  him,  rushed  into 
the  Duke's  apartment^  and  found  him  standing  on  the  floor 
totally  undressed,  but  with  his  sword  in  his  hand,  and  striking 
around  him  so  furiously,  that  the  Earl  himself  had  difficulty  in 
avoiding  his  blows.  The  rest  of  his  officers  rushed  in,  their 
weapons  drawn,  and  their  cloaks  wrapped  around  their  left 
arms.  When  the  Duke  was  scnnewhat  composed,  and  found 
himself  surrounded  by  his  friends,  he  informed  them,  with  rage 
and  agitation,  that  the  officers  of  the  Secret  Tribunal  had,  in 
q>ite  of  the  vigilant  precautions  taken,  found  means  to  gain 
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entranoe  into  his  chamber,  and  charged  him,  tmder  the  highest 
penalty,  to  appear  before  the  Holy  Vehme  upon  Christmas  night. 

The  bystanders  heard  this  story  with  astonishment^  and 
some  of  them  were  mioertain  whether  they  ought  to  consider 
it  as  a  reality  or  a  dream  of  the  Duke's  irritable  fancy.  But 
the  citation  was  found  on  the  Duke's  toilette,  written,  as  was 
the  form,  upon  parchment,  signeted  with  three  crosses,  and 
stuck  to  the  table  with  a  knife.  A  slip  of  wood  had  been  also 
cut  from  the  table.  Oxford  read  the  summons  with  attention. 
It  named,  as  usual,  a  place,  where  the  Duke  was  cited  to  come 
unarmed  and  unattended,  and  from  which  it  was  said  he  would 
be  guided  to  the  seat  of  judgment. 

Charles^  after  looking  at  the  scroll  for  some  time,  gave  vent 
to  his  thoughts. 

<I  know  from  what  quiver  this  arrow  comes,'  he  said.  *It 
is  shot  by  that  degenerate  noble,  apostate  priest^  and  acoom- 

glice  of  sorcerers,  Albert  of  Geierstein.  We  have  heard  that 
e  is  among  the  motley  group  of  murderers  and  outlaws  whom 
the  old  fiddler  of  Pzovence's  grandson  has  raked  together. 
But,  by  St.  George  of  Burgundy !  neither  monk's  cowl,  soldier^s 
casque^  nor  conjurer's  cap  shaU  save  him  after  such  an  insult 
as  this.  I  will  degrade  him  from  knighthood,  hang  him  from 
the  highest  steeple  in  Nancy,  and  his  daughter  ^iall  choose 
between  the  meanest  herd-bcy  in  my  army  and  the  convent 
of  JUle$  rqteiU^* 

'Whatever  are  your  purposes,  my  lord,'  said  Contay,  Mt 
were  surely  best  be  silent^  when,  feom  this  late  apparition,  we 
may  conjecture  that  more  than  we  wot  of  may  be  within 
hearing.' 

The  Duke  seemed  struck  with  this  hint»  and  was  sQent,  or 
at  least  only  muttered  oaths  and  threats  betwixt  his  teeth, 
while  the  strictest  search  was  made  for  the  intruder  on  his 
repose.    But  it  was  in  vain. 

Charles  continued  his  researches,  incensed  at  a  flight  of 
audacity  higher  than  ever  had  been  ventured  upon  by  these 
Secret  Societies,  who,  whatever  might  be  the  dread  inspired  by 
them,  had  not  as  yet  attempted  to  cope  with  sovereigns.  A 
trusty  party  of  Buigundians  were  sent  on  Christmas  night  to 
watch  the  spot  (a  meeting  of  four  cross  roads),  named  in  the 
summons,  and  make  prisoners  of  any  whom  they  could  lay 
hands  upon ;  but  no  suspicious  persons  appeared  at  or  near  the 
place.  The  Duke  not  the  less  continued  to  impute  the  affront 
he  had  received  to  Albert  dt  Geierstein.    There  was  a  price  set 
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upon  his  head ;  and  Gampo-basscs  always  willing  to  please  his 
master's  mood,  undertook  that  some  of  his  Italians,  sufficiently 
experienced  in  such  feats,  should  bring  the  obnoxious  baron 
before  him,  aliye  or  dead.  Colvin,  Contay,  and  others  laughed 
in  seoret  at  the  Italian's  promises. 

*  Subtle  as  he  is,'  said  Ck>lyin,  'he  will  lure  the  wild  Tulture 
from  the  heayens  before  he  gets  Albert  of  Qeierstein  into  his 
power.' 

Arthur,  to  whom  the  words  of  the  Duke  had  giyen  subject 
for  no  small  anxiety,  on  account  of  Anne  of  Qeierstein,  and  of 
her  father  for  her  sake,  breathed  more  lightly  on  hearing  his 
menaces  held  so  cheaply. 

It  was  the  second  day  after  this  alarm  that  Oxford  felt  a 
desire  to  reconnoitre  the  camp  of  Ferrand  of  Lorraine,  haying 
some  doubts  whether  the  strength  and  position  of  it  were 
accurately  reported.  He  obtained  the  Duke's  consent  for  this 
purpose,  who  at  the  same  time  made  him  and  his  son  a  present 
of  two  noble  steeds  of  great  power  and  speed,  which  he  himself 
highly  yalued. 

So  soon  as  the  Duke's  pleasure  was  communicated  to  the 
Italian  Count,  he  expressed  the  utmost  joy  that  he  was  to  haye 
the  assistance  of  Oxford's  age  and  experience  upon  an  explora- 
tory party,  and  selected  a  chosen  band  of  an  hundred  Stradiots, 
whom  he  said  he  had  sent  sometimes  to  skirmish  up  to  the 
yery  beards  of  the  Switsers.  The  Earl  showed  himself  much 
satisfied  with  the  actiye  and  intelligent  manner  in  which  these 
men  performed  their  duty,  and  droye  before  them  and  dispersed 
some  parties  of  Ferrand's  cayalry.  At  the  entrance  of  a  little 
ascen^ng  yalley,  Campo-basso  communicated  to  the  English 
noblemen  that,  if  they  could  adyance  to  the  farther  extremity, 
they  would  haye  a  full  yiew  of  the  enemy's  position.  Two  or 
three  Stradiots  then  spurred  on  to  examine  this  defile,  and, 
returning  back,  communicated  with  their  leader  in  their  own 
language,  who,  pronouncing  the  passage  safe,  inyited  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  to  accompany  him.  They  proceeded  through  the 
yalley  without  seeing  an  enemy,  but,  on  issuing  upon  a  plain  at 
the  point  intimated  by  Campo-basso^  Arthur,  who  was  in  the 
yan  of  the  Stradiots,  and  separated  from  his  father,  did  indeed 
see  the  camp  of  Duke  Fenand  within  half  a  mile's  distance;  but 
a  body  of  cayalry  had  that  instant  issued  from  it,  and  were 
riding  hastily  towards  the  gorge  of  the  yalley,  from  which  he 
had  ]ust  emerged.  He  was  al^ut  to  wheel  his  horse  and  ride 
off,  but^  conscious  of  the  great  speed  of  the  animal,  he  thought 
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he  might  yenture  to  stay  for  a  moment's  more  aoouzate  Bunrey 
of  the  camp.  The  Straoiota  who  attended  hun  did  not  wait  hus 
orders  to  retire,  but  went  off,  as  was  indeed  their  duty,  when 
attacked  by  a  superior  force. 

Meantime,  Arthur  observed  that  the  knight  who  seemed 
leader  of  the  adyandng  squadron,  mounted  aa  a  powerful  horse 
that  shook  the  earth  beneath  him,  bore  on  his  shield  the  Bear 
of  Berne,  and  had  otherwise  the  appearance  of  the  massiye 
frame  of  Rudolph  Donnerhugel.  He  was  satisfied  of  this  when 
he  beheld  the  cavalier  halt  his  party  and  advance  towards  him 
alone,  putting  his  lance  in  rest,  and  moving  slowly,  as  if  to  give 
him  time  for  preparation.  To  accept  such  a  challenge,  in  sudi 
a  moment,  was  dangerous,  but  to  refuse  it  was  disgraceful ;  and 
while  Arthur's  blood  boiled  at  the  idea  of  chastising  an  insolent 
rival,  he  was  not  a  little  pleased  at  heart  that  their  meeting  on 
horseback  gave  him  an  advantage  over  the  Swise^  through  his 
perfect  acquaintance  with  the  practice  of  the  tourney,  in  which 
Rudolph  might  be  supposed  more  ignorant. 

They  met>  as  was  the  phrase  of  the  time,  'manful  under 
shield.'  The  lance  of  the  Swiss  glanced  from  the  helmet  of  the 
Englishman,  against  which  it  was  addressed,  while  the  spear  of 
ArUiur,  directed  right  against  the  centre  of  his  adversazy's 
body,  was  so  justly  aimed,  and  so  truly  eeoonded  by  the  full 
f  uiy  of  the  career,  as  to  pierce,  not  only  the  shield  which  hung 
round  the  Ul-feted  warrior^s  neck,  but  a  breastplate,  and  a  shirt 
of  mail  which  he  wore  beneath  it  Passing  clear  through  the 
body,  the  steel  point  of  the  weapon  was  only  stopped  by  the 
back-piece  of  the  unfortunate  cavalier,  who  feQ  headlong  from 
his  horse,  as  if  struck  by  lightning,  rolled  twice  or  thrice  over 
on  the  ground,  tore  the  earth  with  his  hands,  and  then  lay 
prostrate  a  dead  corpse. 

There  was  a  cry  of  rage  and  grief  among  those  men-at-azms 
whose  ranks  Rudolph  hi^  that  instant  left,  and  many  couched 
their  lances  to  avenge  him ;  but  Ferrand  of  Lorraine,  who  was 
present  in  person,  ordered  them  to  make  prisoner,  but  not  to 
harm,  the  successful  champion.  This  was  accomplished,  for 
Arthur  had  not  time  to  turn  his  bridle  for  flighty  and  resistance 
would  have  been  madness. 

When  brought  before  Ferrand,  he  ndsed  his  visor,  and  said, 
'  Is  it  well,  my  lord,  to  make  captive  an  adventurous  knight 
for  doing  his  devoir  against  a  personal  challenger?' 

*  Do  not  complain,  Sir  Arthur  of  Oxford,'  said  Ferrand, '  before 
you  experience  injury.    Tou  are  free,  sir  knight    Tour  father 
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axid  you  were  faithful  tomyioyal  aunt  Margaret^  and,  although 
she  was  my  enemy,  I  do  juatioe  to  your  fidelity  in  her  behalf; 
and  from  reEfpect  to  her  memory,  disinherited  as  she  was  like 
myself,  and  to  please  my  grancUather,  who  I  think  had  some 
r^ard  for  you,  I  give  you  your  freedom.  But  I  must  also  care 
for  your  safety  during  your  return  to  the  camp  of  Burgundy. 
On  this  side  of  the  hill  we  are  loyal  and  true-hearted  men;  on 
the  other  they  are  traitors  and  murderers.  Ton,  sir  count, 
will,  I  think,  gladly  see  our  captiye  placed  in  safety.' 

The  knight  to  whom  Ferrand  addressed  himself,  a  tall  stately 
man,  put  himself  in  motion  to  attend  on  Arthur,  while  the  former 
was  expressing  to  the  young  Duke  of  Lorraine  the  sense  he 
entertained  of  his  chivalrous  conduct.  '  Farewell,  Sir  Arthur  de 
Yere,'  said  Fenand.  '  Tou  have  slain  a  noble  champion,  and  to 
me  a  most  useful  and  faithful  friend.  But  it  was  done  nobly 
and  openly,  with  equal  arms,  and  in  the  front  of  the  line ;  and 
evil  befall  him  who  entertains  feud  first ! '  Arthur  bowed  to 
his  saddle-bow.  Ferrand  returned  the  salutation,  and  they 
parted. 

Arthur  and  his  new  companion  had  ridden  but  a  little  way 
up  the  ascent,  when  the  stranger  spoke  thus : — 

'  We  have  been  fellow-travellers  before,  young  man,  yet  you 
remember  me  not.' 

Arthur  turned  his  eyes  on  the  cavalier,  and,  observing  that 
the  crest  which  adorned  his  helmet  was  feshioned  like  a  vulture, 
strange  suspicions  began  to  cross  his  mind,  which  were  confirmed 
when  the  knight^  opening  his  helmet,  showed  him  the  dark  and 
severe  features  of  the  priest  of  St.  Paul's. 

'Count  Albert  of  Geierstein  1 '  said  Arthur. 

'The  same,'  replied  the  Counti  'though  thou  hast  seen  him 
in  other  garb  and  head-gear.  But  tyranny  drives  all  men  to 
arms,  and  I  have  resumed,  by  the  license  and  command  of  my 
superiors,  those  which  I  had  laid  aside.  A  war  against  cruelty 
and  oppression  is  holy  as  that  waged  in  Palestine,  in  whidii 
priests  bear  armour.' 

'  My  Lord  Count,'  said  Arthur,  eagerly,  '  I  cannot  too  soon 
entreat  you  to  withdraw  to  Sir  Fenand  of  Lorraine's  squadron. 
Here  you  are  in  peril,  where  no  strength  or  courage  can  avail 
you.  The  Duke  has  placed  a  price  on  your  head;  and  the 
country  betwixt  this  and  Nancy  swarms  with  Stradiots  and 
Italian  light  horsemen.' 

'  I  laugh  at  them,'  answered  the  Count.  '  I  have  not  lived  so 
long  in  a  stormy  world,  amid  intrigues  of  war  and  policy,  to  fall 
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by  the  mean  hand  of  saoh  aa  ihey ;  beddes,  thou  art  with  me, 
and  I  have  seen  but  now  that  thou  canst  bear  thee  nobly.' 

'  In  your  def enoe,  my  lord,'  said  Arthur,  who  thought  of  his 
oompanion  as  the  Either  of  Anne  of  Geierstein,  '  I  &ould  try 
to  do  my  best' 

'  What|  youth ! '  replied  Count  Albert  with  a  stem  sneer 
that  was  peculiar  to  lus  countenance ;  '  wouldst  thou  aid  the 
enemy  of  the  lord  under  whose  banner  thou  serrest  against  his 
waged  soldiersf 

Arthur  was  somewhat  abashed  at  the  turn  given  to  his 
ready  offer  of  assistance,  for  which  he  had  expected  at  least 
thanks;  but  he  instantly  collected  himself,  and  replied,  'My 
Lord  Gount  Albert,  you  haye  been  pleased  to  put  yourself  in 
peril  to  protect  me  from  partisans  of  your  party ;  I  am  equally 
bound  to  defend  you  from  those  of  our  side.' 

'It  is  happily  answered,'  said  the  count;  'yet  I  think  there 
is  a  little  blmd  partisan,  of  whom  troubadours  and  minstrels 
talk,  to  whose  instigation  I  mighti  in  case  of  need,  owe  the 
great  seal  of  my  protector.' 

He  did  not  allow  Arthur,  who  was  a  good  deal  embarrassed, 
time  to  reply,  but  proceeded — 'Hear  me,  young  man.  Thy 
lance  has  this  day  done  an  evil  deed  to  Switserhuid,  to  Beme, 
and  Duke  Ferrand,  in  slaying  their  bravest  champion.  But  to 
me  the  death  of  Budolph  Donnerhugel  is  a  welcome  event 
Know  that  he  was,  as  his  services  grew  more  indispensable, 
become  importunate  in  requiring  Duke  Ferrand's  interest  with 
me  for  my  daughter's  hand.  And  the  Duke  himself,  the  son  of 
a  princess,  blushed  not  to  ask  me  to  bestow  the  last  of  my 
house — ^for  my  brother's  family  are  degenerate  mongrels — ^upon 
a  presumptuous  young  man,  whose  undo  was  a  domestic  in  the 
house  of  my  wife's  father,  though  they  boasted  some  relation* 
ship,  I  believe,  through  an  illegitimate  channel,  which  yonder 
Budolph  was  wont  to  make  the  most  of,  as  it  favoured  his  suit' 

'Surely,'  said  Arthur,  'a  match  with  one  so  unequal  in 
birth,  and  far  more  in  every  other  respect^  was  too  monstrous 
to  be  mentionedf ' 

'While  I  lived,'  replied  Gount  Albert,  'never  should  such 
union  have  been  formed,  if  the  death  both  of  bride  and  bride- 
groom by  my  dagger  could  have  saved  the  honour  of  my  house 
from  violation.  But  when  I — ^I  whose  days,  whose  very  hours 
are  numbered — shall  be  no  more,  what  could  prevent  an  un- 
daunted suitor,  fortified  by  Duke  Fenand's  £ftvour,  by  the 
general  applause  of  his  country,  and  perhaps  by  the  unfortunate 
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propoflBOOcion  of  my  brother  Arnold,  from  oanyiDg  his  point 
against  the  resistanoe  and  Boraples  of  a  solitaiy  maidenf ' 

*  Rudolph  is  dead,'  replied  Arthur,  *  and  may  Heaven  assoilzie 
him  from  guilt  I  But  were  he  aliye,  and  urging  his  suit  on 
Anne  of  Geierstein,  he  would  find  there  was  a  oombat  to  be 
fought ' 

'  Whioh  has  been  already  decided,'  answered  Count  Albert. 
'  Now,  maik  me^  Arthur  de  Yere  1  My  daughter  has  told  me 
of  the  passages  betwixt  you  and  her.  Tour  sentiments  and 
conduct  are  worthy  of  the  noble  house  you  descend  from,  which 
I  well  know  ranks  with  the  most  illustrious  in  Europe.  Tou 
are  indeed  disinherited,  but  so  is  Anne  of  Geierstein,  saye  such 
pittance  as  her  unde  may  impart  to  her  of  her  paternal  inherit- 
ance. If  you  share  it  together  till  better  days — always  sup- 
posing your  noble  father  giyes  his  consent,  for  my  child  shall 
enter  no  house  against  the  will  of  its  head — my  daughter 
knows  that  she  has  my  willing  consent  and  my  blessing.  My 
brother  shall  also  know  my  pleasure.  He  will  approye  my 
purpose ;  for,  though  dead  to  thoughts  of  hcmour  and  chiyaliy , 
he  is  aliye  to  social  feelings,  loyes  his  niece,  and  has  friendship 
for  thee  and  for  thy  father.  What  say'st  thaa,  young  man,  to 
taking  a  beggarly  countess  to  aid  thee  in  the  journey  of  lifef 
I  belieye — ^nay,  I  prophesy,  for  I  stand  so  much  on  the  edge  of 
the  graye  that  methmks  I  command  a  yiew  beyond  it^  that  a 
lustre  will  one  day,  after  I  haye  long  ended  my  doubtful  and 
stormy  life^  beam  on  the  coronets  of  De  Yere  and  Geierstein.' 

De  Yere  threw  himself  from  his  horse,  clasped  the  hand  of 
Count  Albert)  and  was  about  to  exhaust  himself  in  thanks; 
but  the  Count  insisted  on  his  silence. 

*  We  are  about  to  part,'  he  said.  *  The  time  is  shorty  the 
place  is  dangerous.  You  are  to  me,  personally  speaking,  less 
than  nothing.  Had  any  one  of  the  many  schemes  of  ambition 
which  I  haye  pursued  led  me  to  success,  the  son  of  a  banished 
earl  had  not  been  the  son-in-law  I  had  chosen.  Bise  and 
remount  your  horse ;  thanks  are  unpleasing  when  they  are  not 
merited.' 

Arthur  arose,  and,  mounting  his  hoise,  threw  his  raptures 
into  a  more  acceptable  form,  endeayouring  to  describe  how  his 
loye  for  Anne^  and  efforts  for  her  happiness,  should  express  his 
gratitude  to  her  father ;  and,  obeerring  that  the  Count  listened 
with  Bome  pleasure  to  the  picture  he  drew  of  their  future  life, 
he  could  not  help  exclaiming,  'And  you,  my  lord — ^you  who 
haye  been  the  author  of  all  1^  happiness,  will  you  not  be  the 
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witaieflB  and  partaker  of  itf  Belieye  me,  we  will  strive  to  soften 
the  effect  of  the  haxd  blows  which  fortune  has  dealt  to  yon, 
and  should  a  ray  of  better  luck  shine  upon  us,  it  will  be  the 
more  welcome  that  you  can  share  it' 

*  Forbear  such  folly,'  said  the  Count  Albert  of  Oeierstein. 
'I  know  my  last  scene  is  approaching.  Hear  and  tremble. 
The  Duke  cl  Buigundy  is  sentenced  to  die^  and  the  Secret  and 
Invisible  Judges,  who  doom  in  secret  and  avenge  in  secret, 
like  the  Deity,  have  given  the  cord  and  the  dagger  to  my 
hand.' 

'Oh,  cast  from  you  these  vile  symbols ! '  exclaimed  Arthur, 
with  enthusiasm — '  let  them  find  butchers  and  common  stabbers 
to  do  such  an  office,  and  not  dishonour  the  noble  Lord  of 
Geierstein ! ' 

'Peace,  fooliah  boy,'  answered  the  Count.  'The  oath  by 
which  I  am  sworn  is  higher  than  that  clouded  sky,  more  deeply 
fixed  than  those  distant  mountains.  Nor  think  my  act  is  that 
of  an  ftSHHBmn,  though  for  such  I  might  plead  the  Duke's  own 
example.  I  send  not  hirelings,  like  these  base  Stradiots,  to 
hunt  his  life^  without  imperilling  mine  own.  I  give  not  his 
daughter,  innocent  of  his  ofiences,  the  choice  betwixt  a  dm- 
graceful  marriage  and  a  discreditable  retreat  from  the  world. 
No,  Arthur  de  Vere,  I  seek  Charles  with  the  resolved  mind  of 
one  who,  to  take  the  life  of  an  adversary,  exposes  himself  to 
certain  death.' 

'I  pray  you  speak  no  farther  of  it^'  said  Arthur,  veiy 
anxiously.  'Consider  I  serve  for  the  present  the  prince  whom 
you  threaten ' 

'And  art  bound,'  interrupted  the  Count,  'to  unfold  to  him 
what  I  tell  you.  I  desire  you  should  do  so ;  and  though  he 
hath  already  n^lected  a  summons  of  the  Tribunal,  I  am  glad 
to  have  this  oppOTtunity  of  sending  him  personal  defiance.  Say 
to  Charles  of  Burgundy,  that  he  has  wronged  Albert  of  Geierstein. 
He  who  is  injured  in  bis  honour  loses  all  value  for  his  life,  and 
whoever  does  so  has  full  command  over  that  of  another  man. 
Bid  him  keep  himself  well  from  me,  since,  if  he  see  a  second  sun 
of  the  approaching  year  rise  over  the  distant  Alps,  Albert  of 
Geierstein  is  forsworn.  And  now  begone,  for  I  see  a  party 
approach  under  a  Burgundian  banner.  They  will  ensure  your 
safety,  but,  should  I  remain  longer,  would  endanger  mine.' 

So  saying,  the  Count  of  Geierstein  turned  his  horse  and  rode 
off. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI 

Faint  the  din  of  battle  bray'd 

Distant  down  the  heavy  wind ; 
War  and  terror  fled  before, 

Wounds  and  death  were  left  behind. 

MiCKIiX. 

Abthur,  left  alone^  and  desiioiis  perhaps  to  coyer  the  retreat  of 
Count  Albert)  rode  towards  the  approaching  body  of  Buigundian 
caTaliy,  who  were  arrayed  under  the  Lord  Contay's  banner. 

'  Welcome — ^welcome,'  said  that  nobleman,  adyancing  hastily 
to  the  young  knight.  '  The  Duke  of  Burg^undy  is  a  mile  hence, 
with  a  body  of  horse  to  support  the  reconnoitring  party.  It  is 
not  half  an  hour  since  your  father  galloped  up,  and  stated  that 
you  had  been  led  into  an  ambusoule  by  the  treachery  of  the 
Stradiots,  and  made  prisoner.  He  has  impeached  Campo-basso 
of  treason,  and  chaUenged  him  to  the  combat.  They  have  both 
been  sent  to  the  camp,  imder  charge  of  the  grand  marshal,  to 
pieyent  their  fighting  on  the  spot,  though  I  think  our  Italian 
showed  little  desire  to  come  to  blows.  The  Duke  holds  their 
gages,  and  they  are  to  fight  upon  Twelfth  Day.' 

'I  doubt  that  day  will  neyer  dawn  for  some  who  look  for  it,' 
said  ArUiur ;  'but  if  it  do,  I  will  myself  daim  the  combat^  by 
my  father's  permission.' 

He  then  turned  with  Contay,  and  met  a  still  larger  body  of 
cayahry  under  the  Duke's  bioad  banner.  He  was  instantly 
brought  before  Charles.  The  Duke  heard,  with  some  apparent 
anxiety,  Arthur's  support  of  his  father's  accusations  against  the 
Italian,  in  whose  fayour  he  was  so  deeply  prejudiced.  When 
assured  that  the  Stradiots  had  been  across  the  hill,  and  com- 
municated with  their  leader  just  before  he  encouraged  Arthur 
to  adyance,  as  it  proyed,  into  the  midst  of  an  ambush,  the  Duke 
shook  his  head,  lowered  his  shaggy  brows,  and  muttered  to  him- 
self— '  111  will  to  Oxford,  perhaps — ^these  Italians  are  yindictiye.' 
Then  raising  his  head,  he  commanded  Arthur  to  proceed. 
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He  heard  with  a  spedes  of  eostaay  the  death  of  Rudolph 
Donnerhugel,  and,  taking  a  pcmderons  gold  chain  from  his  own 
neck,  flung  it  over  Arthur's. 

'Why,  thou  hast  forestalled  all  our  honours,  young  Arthur : 
this  was  the  biggest  bear  of  them  all :  the  rest  are  but  suckling 
whelps  to  him.  I  think  I  haTe  found  a  youthful  David  to 
matdi  their  huge  thick-headed  Goliath.  But  the  idiot,  to 
think  his  peasant  hand  could  manage  a  lance !  Well,  my  brave 
boy,  what  moref  How  earnest  thou  off f  By  some  wUy device 
or  a^e  stratagem,  I  warrant.' 

'Pardon  me,  my  lord,'  answered  Arthur.  'I  was  protected 
by  their  chief,  Fenand,  who  ccmsidered  my  encounter  with 
Rudolph  Donnerhugel  as  a  personal  duel ;  and  desirous  to  uae 
foir  war,  as  he  said,  dismissed  me  honourably,  with  mv  horse 
and  arms. 

'Umphi'  said  Charles,  his  bad  humour  returning;  'your 
Prince  Adventurer  must  play  the  generous.  Umph — ^well,  it 
belongs  to  his  part,  but  shall  not  be  a  line  for  me  to  square  my 
conduct  by.    Proceed  with  your  story.  Sir  Arthur  de  Yere.' 

As  Arthur  proceeded  to  tell  how,  and  imder  what  circum- 
stances, Count  Albert  of  Geierstein  named  himself  to  him,  the 
Duke  fixed  on  him  an  eager  look,  and  trembled  with  impatienoe 
as  he  fiercely  interrupted  him  with  the  question — 'And  you — 
you  strudL  him  with  your  poniard  under  the  fifth  rib^  did  you 
not?' 

'I  did  not,  my  Lord  Duke;  we  were  pledged  in  mutual 
assurance  to  each  other.' 

'Tet  you  knew  him  to  be  my  mortal  enemy?'  said  the  Duke. 
'Go,  young  man,  thy  lukewarm  indifference  has  cancelled  thy 
merit.  The  escape  of  Albert  of  Geierstein  hath  counterbalanced 
the  death  of  Rudolph  Donnerhugel.' 

'Be  it  so,  my  lord,'  said  Arthur,  boldly.  ' I  neither  dlaini 
your  praises  nor  deprecate  your  censure.  I  had  to  move  me 
in  either  case  motives  personal  to  myself:  Donnerhugel  was 
my  enemy,  and  to  Count  Albert  I  owe  some  kindness.' 

The  Burgundian  nobles  who  stood  around  were  terrified  for 
the  effect  of  this  bold  speech.  But  it  was  never  possible  to 
guess  with  accuracy  how  such  things  would  aflfeot  Charles.  He 
looked  around  him  with  a  laugh.  'Hear  you  this  English 
cockerel,  my  lords ;  what  a  note  will  he  one  day  sound,  that 
already  crows  so  bravely  in  a  prince's  presence  ? ' 

A  few  horsemen  now  came  in  from  different  quarters,  re- 
counting that  the  Duke  Ferrand  and  his  company  had  retired 


ANNE  OF  QEIEBSTEIN  i5S 

into  their  enoampment,  and  the  oountry  mm  dear  of  the 
enemy. 

<L(Bt  us  then  draw  back  also,'  said  CSiarles,  'since  there  is 
no  chance  of  breaking  spears  to-day.  And  thou,  Arthur  de 
Yere,  attend  me  closely.' 

ArriTcd  in  the  Duke's  payilion,  Arthur  underwent  an  ex- 
amination,  in  which  he  said  nothing  of  Anne  of  Oeierstein,  or 
her  father's  designs  concerning  him,  with  which  he  considered 
Charles  as  haying  nothing  to  do;  but  he  frankly  conyeyed  to 
him  the  personal  threats  which  the  Count  haa  openly  used. 
The  Duke  listened  with  more  temper,  and  when  he  heard  the 
expression,  '  That  a  man  who  is  desperate  of  his  own  life  might 
command  that  of  any  other  person,'  he  said,  'But  there  is  a 
life  beyond  this,  in  which  he  who  is  treacherously  murdered 
and  his  base  and  desperate  assassin  shall  each  meet  their 
deserts.'  He  then  took  from  his  bosom  a  gold  cross,  and  kissed 
it|  with  much  appearance  of  devotion.  '  In  this,'  said  he,  '  I 
will  place  my  trust.  If  I  foil  in  this  world,  may  I  find  grace 
in  ^e  next.  Ho,  sir  marshal!'  he  exdaimed.  'Let  your 
prisoners  attend  us.' 

The  marshal  of  Burgundy  entered  with  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
and  stated  that  his  other  prisoner,  Campo-basso^  had  desired  so 
earnestly  that  he  might  be  suffered  to  go  and  post  his  sentinels 
on  that  part  of  the  camp  entrusted  to  the  protection  of  his 
troops,  that  he^  the  marshal,  had  thought  fit  to  comply  with 
his  request. 

'It  is  well,'  said  Burgundy,  without  further  remark.  'Then 
to  you,  my  Lord  Oxford,  I  would  present  your  son,  had  you 
not  already  looked  him  in  your  arms.  He  has  won  great  las 
and  honour,  and  done  me  brave  service.  This  is  a  period  of 
the  year  when  good  men  forgive  their  enemies.  I  Imow  not 
why — ^my  mind  was  little  apt  to  be  charged  with  such  matters 
— ^but  I  feel  an  unconquerable  desire  to  stop  the  approaching 
combat  betwixt  you  and  Campo-bassa  For  my  sake^  consent 
to  be  friends,  and  to  receive  back  your  gage  of  battle^  and  let 
me  conclude  this  year — perhaps  the  last  I  may  see— with  a 
deed  of  peace.' 

'My  lord,'  said  Oxford,  'it  is  a  small  thing  you  ask  of  me, 
since  your  request  only  enforces  a  Christian  do^.  I  was 
enraged  at  the  loss  of  my  son.  I  am  grateful  to  Heaven  and 
your  Grace  for  restoring  him.  To  be  fnends  with  Campo-basso 
is  to  me  impossible.  Faith  and  treason,  truth  and  falsehood, 
might  as  soon  shake  hands  and  embrace.    But  the  Italian  shall 
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be  to  me  no  more  than  he  haa  been  before  this  mptnie;  and 
that  is  literally  nothing.  I  put  my  honour  in  your  Grace's 
hands ;  if  he  reoeiyes  back  his  gage,  I  am  willii^  to  receive 
mine.  John  de  Vere  needs  not  be  apprehensive  that  the  world 
will  suppose  that  he  fears  Gampo-basso.' 

The  Duke  returned  sincere  thanks^  and  detained  the  officers 
to  spend  the  evening  in  his  tent.  His  manners  seemed  to 
Arthur  to  be  more  placid  than  he  had  ever  seen  them  before^ 
while  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford  they  recalled  the  earlier  days  in 
which  their  intimacy  commenced,  ere  absolute  power  and 
unbounded  success  had  spoiled  Charles's  rough  but  not  un- 
generous disposition.  The  Duke  ordered  a  distribution  of 
provisions  and  wine  to  the  Boldiersi  and  expressed  an  anxiety 
about  their  lodgings,  the  cure  of  the  woonded,  and  the  health 
of  the  army,  to  which  he  received  only  unpleasiiig  answers. 
To  some  of  his  counsellors,  apart,  he  said,  'Were  it  not  for  our 
vow,  we  would  relinquish  this  purpose  till  spring,  when  our 
poor  soldiers  might  take  the  field  with  lees  of  8u£fi»ing.' 

Nothing  else  remarkable  apj^^eared  in  the  Duke's  manner, 
save  that  he  inquired  repeatedly  after  Gampo-basso^  and  at 
length  received  accomits  that  he  was  indisposed,  and  that  his 
physician  had  reconmiended  rest ;  he  had  therefore  retired  to 
repose  himself,  in  order  that  he  might  be  stirring  on  his  duty 
at  peep  of  day,  the  safety  of  the  camp  depending  much  on  his 
vigilance. 

The  Duke  made  no  observation  on  the  apology,  which  he 
considered  as  indicating  some  lurking  disinclination  on  the 
Italian's  part  to  meet  Oxford.  The  guests  at  the  ducal  pavilion 
were  dismissed  an  hour  before  midii^ht. 

When  Oxford  and  his  scm  were  in  their  own  tent,  the  Earl 
fell  into  a  deep  reverie,  which  lasted  nearly  ten  minutes.  At 
length,  starting  suddenly  up,  he  said,  'My  son,  give  orders  to 
Thiebault  and  thy  yeomen  to  have  our  horses  before  the  tent 
by  break  of  day,  or  rather  before  it;  and  it  would  not  be  amiss 
if  you  ask  our  neighbour  Golvin  to  ride  along  with  us.  I  will 
visit  the  outposts  by  daybreak.' 

'  It  is  a  sudden  resolution,  my  lord,'  said  Arthur. 

'And  yet  it  may  be  taken  too  late,'  said  his  father.  ' Had 
it  been  moonlight,  I  would  have  made  the  rounds  to-night.' 

'It  is  dark  as  a  wolfs  throat,'  said  Arthur.  'But  where- 
fore, my  lord,  can  this  night  in  particular  excite  your  appre- 
hensions t ' 

'  Son  Arthur,  perhaps  you  will  hold  your  father  credulous. 
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Bat  my  nurse,  Martha  Nixon,  was  a  Northern  womaoy  and  full 
of  Buperstition&  In  particular,  she  waa  wont  to  say  that  any 
sudden  imd  causeless  change  of  a  man's  nature,  as  fh>m  license 
to  sobriety,  from  temperance  to  indulgence,  from  avarice  to 
extravagance,  from  prodigality  to  love  of  money,  or  the  like, 
indicates  an  immediate  change  of  his  fortunes;  that  some 
great  alteration  of  circumstances,  either  for  good  or  evil,  and 
for  evil  most  likely,  since  we  live  in  an  evil  world,  is  impending 
oyer  him  whose  disposition  is  so  much  altered,  lliis  old 
woman's  fancy  has  recurred  so  strongly  to  my  mind,  that  I  am 
determined  to  see  with  mine  own  eyes,  ero  to-morroVs  dawn, 
that  all  our  guards  and  patrols  around  the  camp  are  on  the 
alert' 

Ardmr  made  the  neoeasaiy  communicationB  to  OolYin  and 
to  Thiebault,  and  then  retirecl  to  rest. 

It  was  ero  daybreak  of  the  first  of  January  1477,  a  period 
long  memorable  for  the  events  which  marked  it,  that  the  Earl 
of  Oxford,  Golvin,  and  the  young  Englishman,  followed  only  by 
Thiebault  and  two  other  servants,  commenced  their  rounds  of 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  encampment.  For  the  greater  part 
of  their  progress,  they  found  sentinels  and  guards  all  on  the 
alert  and  at  their  posts.  It  waa  a  bitter  morning.  The  ground 
was  partly  covered  with  snow,  that  snow  had  been  partly 
melted  by  a  thaw,  which  had  prevailed  for  two  days,  and  partly 
congealed  into  ice  by  a  bitter  frost,  which  had  commenced  the 
pre^ding  evening  and  still  continued.  A  more  dreary  scene 
could  scarcely  be  witnessed. 

But  what  were  the  surprise  and  alarm  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
and  his  companions,  when  they  came  to  that  part  of  the  camp 
which  had  been  occupied  the  day  before  by  Campo-basso  and 
his  Italians,  who,  redLoningmen-^tarmsand  Stradiots,  amounted 
to  nigh  two  thousand  men — ^not  a  challenge  waa  given — ^not  a 
horse  neighed — ^no  steeds  were  seen  at  picquet — ^no  guard  on 
the  camp.  They  examined  several  of  the  tents  and  huts — they 
were  empty. 

'Let  us  back  to  alaim  the  camp,'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford ; 
'  here  is  treachery.' 

'Nay,  my  lord,'  said  Ck>lvin, ' let  us  not  carry  back  imperfect 
tidmgs.  I  have  a  battery  an  hundred  yards  in  advance, 
covering  the  access  to  this  hollow  way;  let  us  see  if  my 
Qerman  cannoneers  are  at  their  post,  and  I  think  I  can  swear 
that  we  shall  find  them  so.  The  battery  commands  a  narrow 
pass,  by  which  alone  the  camp  can  be  approached,  and  if  my 
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men  are  at  their  duty,  I  will  pawn  my  life  that  we  make  the 
pass  good  till  you  bring  up  succours  £K>m  the  main  body.' 

'Forward,  then,  in  God's  name !'  said  the  Earl  of  O^dord. 

They  galloped,  at  every  risk,  over  broken  ground,  slippery 
with  ice  in  some  places,  encumbered  with  snow  in  others. 
They  came  to  the  cannon,  judidously  placed  to  sweep  the  pass, 
which  rose  towards  the  artillery  on  the  outward  side,  and  then 
descended  gently  from  the  battery  into  the  lower  ground. 
The  waning  winter  moon,  mingling  with  the  dawning  light, 
showed  them  that  the  guns  were  in  their  places,  but  no  sen- 
tinel was  visible. 

'The  villains  cannot  have  deserted  1'  said  the  astonished 
Golvin.  'But  see^  there  is  light  in  their  cantonment.  Oh, 
that  unhallowed  distribution  of  wine!  Their  usual  sin  of 
drunkenness  has  beset  them.  I  will  soon  drive  them  from 
their  revelry.' 

He  sprung  from  his  horse,  and  rushed  into  the  tent  from 
whence  the  light  issued.  The  cannoneers,  or  most  of  them, 
were  still  there,  but  stretched  on  the  ground,  their  cups  and 
flagons  scattered  around  them ;  and  so  drenched  were  they  in 
wassail,  that  Colvin  could  only,  by  commands  and  threats^ 
awaken  two  or  three,  who,  staggering,  and  obeying  him  rather 
from  instinct  than  sense,  reeled  forward  to  man  the  battery. 
A  heavy  rushing  soimd,  like  that  of  men  marching  f ast^  was 
now  heard  coming  up  the  pass. 

'  It  is  the  roar  of  a  distant  avalanche,'  said  Arthur. 

'It  is  an  avalanche  of  Switzers,  not  of  snow,'  said  Golvin. 
'  Oh,  these  drunken  slaves !  The  cannon  are  deeply  loaded  and 
well  pointed ;  this  volley  must  check  them  if  they  were  fiends, 
and  the  report  will  alarm  the  camp  sooner  than  we  can  do. 
But,  oh,  these  drunken  villains ! ' 

'Care  not  for  their  aid,'  said  the  Earl :  'my  son  and  I  will 
each  take  a  linstock,  and  be  gunners  for  once.' 

They  dismounted,  and  bade  Thiebault  and  the  grooms  look 
to  the  horses,  while  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  his  son  took  each  a 
linstock  from  one  of  the  helpless  gunners,  three  of  whom  were 
just  sober  enough  to  stand  by  their  guns. 

'Bravo !'  cried  the  bold  master  of  ordnance,  'never  was  a 
battery  so  noble.  Now,  my  mates — ^your  pardon,  my  lords,  f or 
there  is  no  time  for  ceremony — and  you,  ye  drunken  knaves, 
take  heed  not  to  fire  till  I  give  the  word,  and,  were  the  ribs  of 
these  tramplers  as  flinty  as  their  Alps,  they  shall  know  how  old 
Colvin  loads  his  guns.' 
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They  stood  breathlesa,  eaoih  by  his  oannon.  The  dreaded 
sound  approached  nearer  and  more  near,  till  the  imperfect  light 
showed  a  dark  and  shadowy,  but  dense,  column  of  men,  armed 
with  long  spears,  pole-axes,  and  other  weapons,  amidst  which 
banners  dimly  floated.  Colvin  suffered  them  to  approach  to  the 
distance  of  about  forty  yards,  and  then  gaye  the  word,  'Fire  1' 
But  his  own  piece  alone  exploded ;  a  slight  flame  flashed  from 
the  touch-hole  of  the  others,  which  had  been  spiked  by  the 
Italian  deserters,  and  left  in  x^ality  disabled,  though  apparently 
fit  for  seryice.  Had  they  been  all  in  the  same  condition  with 
that  fired  by  Oolyin,  Uiey  would  probably  haye  yerified  his 
prophecy;  for  eyen  that  single  discharge  produced  an  awful 
efifect^  and  made  a  long  lane  of  dead  and  wounded  through  the 
Swiss  column,  in  whidi  the  first  and  leading  banner  was  struck 
down. 

'Stand  to  it  yet^'  said  Colyin,  'and  aid  me  if  possible  to 
reload  the  piece.' 

For  this,  howeyer,  no  time  was  allowed.  A  stately  form,  con- 
spicuous in  the  front  of  the  staggered  column,  raised  up  the  fallen 
banner,  and  a  yoice  as  of  a  giant  exclaimed, '  What^  oountiymen! 
haye  you  seen  Murten  and  Granson,  and  are  you  daunted  by  a 
single  gun  f  Berne — Uri — SchwytB--bannerB  forward !  Unter- 
walden,  here  is  your  standard !  Cry  your  warories,  wind  your 
horns.    Unterwalden,  follow  your  Tjandamman  1 ' 

They  ruined  on  IDlc  a  raging  ocean,  with  a  roar  as  deafen- 
ing and  a  course  as  impetuous.  Colyin,  still  labouring  to  re- 
load his  gun,  was  struck  down  in  the  act.  Oxford  and  his  son 
were  oyerfchrown  by  the  multitude,  the  closeness  of  which 
preyented  any  blows  being  aimed  at  them.  Arthur  partly 
sayed  himself  by  getting  under  the  gun  he  was  posted  at ; 
his  father,  less  fortunate,  was  much  trampled  upon,  and  must 
haye  been  crushed  to  death  but  for  his  armour  of  proof.  The 
human  inundation,  consisting  of  at  least  four  thousand  men, 
rushed  down  into  the  camp,  continuing  their  dreadful  shouts, 
soon  mingled  with  shrill  shrieks,  groans,  and  cries  of  alarm. 

A  broaid  red  glare  rising  behind  the  assailants,  and  putting 
to  shame  the  pallid  lights  of  the  winter  mornings  first  recalled 
Arthur  to  a  sense  of  his  condition.  The  camp  was  on  fire  in 
his  rear,  and  resounded  with  all  the  yarious  shouts  of  conquest 
and  terror  that  are  heard  in  a  town  which  is  stormed.  Start- 
ing to  his  feet,  he  looked  around  him  for  his  father.  He 
lay  near  him  senseless,  as  were  the  gunners,  whose  condition 
preyented  their  attempting  an  escape.     Haying  opened  his 
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father^B  casque,  he  was  lejoioed  to  see  him  give  symptomB  of 
leanimation. 

'The  horses — ^the  honesl'  said  Arthur.  'Thiebault,  where 
art  thouf 

'At  hand,  my  lord,'  said  that  trusty  attendant^  who  had 
saved  himself  and  his  charge  by  a  prudent  retreat  into  a  small 
thicket,  which  the  assailants  had  ayoided  that  Umbj  might  not 
disorder  their  ranks. 

'Where  is  the  gallant  CSolTint' said  the  Eaii;  'get  him  a 
horse,  I  will  not  leare  him  in  jeopardy.' 

'His  wan  are  ended,  my  lord,'  said  Thiebault:  'he  will 
nerrar  mount  steed  more.' 

A  look  and  a  sigh  as  he  saw  Colyin,  with  the  ramrod  in  his 
hand,  before  the  muzzle  of  the  piece,  his  head  cleft  by  a  Swias 
battl&«ze^  was  all  the  moment  permitted. 

'Whither  must  we  take  our  course?'  said  Arthur  to  his 
father. 

'To  join  the  Duke,'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  'It  is  not  on 
a  day  like  this  that  I  will  leave  him.' 

'So  please  you,'  said  Thiebault,  'I  saw  the  Duke,  followed 
by  some  half-score  of  his  guards,  riding  at  full  speed  across  this 
hollow  wateroourae,  and  making  for  the  open  country  to  the 
northward.     I  think  I  can  guide  you  on  the  track.' 

'  If  that  be  so^'  replied  Oxford,  '  we  will  mount  and  follow 
him.  The  camp  has  been  assailed  on  several  places  at  once, 
and  all  must  be  over  since  he  has  fled.' 

With  difficulty  they  assisted  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  his  horsey 
and  rode  as  fast  as  his  returning  strength  permitted  in  the 
direction  which  the  Pioven9al  pointed  out.  Their  other 
attendants  were  dispersed  or  slain. 

They  looked  ba^  more  than  once  on  the  camp,  now  one 
great  scene  of  conflagration,  by  whose  red  and  glaring  light 
they  could  discover  on  the  ground  the  traces  of  Charles's 
retreat.  About  three  miles  from  the  scene  of  their  defeat^ 
the  sound  of  which  they  still  heard,  mingled  with  the  bells  of 
Nancy,  which  were  ringing  in  triumph,  they  reached  a  half- 
frozen  swamp,  round  which  lay  several  dead  bodies.  The  most 
conspicuous  was  that  of  Charles  of  Burgundy,*  once  the  possessor 
of  such  unlimited  power,  such  unbounded  wealth.  He  was 
partly  stripped  and  plundered,  as  were  those  who  lay  roimd 
him.  His  body  was  pierced  with  several  wounds,  inflicted  by 
various  weapons.    His  sword  was  still  in  his  hand,  and  the 

«  See  ChaileB  the  Bold.    Note  12. 
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aingnlar  f erodty  which  was  wont  to  animate  his  features  in 
battle  still  dwelt  on  his  stiffened  countenance.  Close  behind 
him,  as  if  they  had  ftdlen  in  the  act  of  mutual  fight,  lay  the 
corpse  of  Count  Albert  of  Qeierstein;  and  that  of  Ital  Schredk- 
enwald,  the  faithful  though  unscrupulous  follower  of  the  latter, 
lay  not  for  distant.  Both  were  in  itie  dress  of  the  men-at-arms 
composing  the  Duke's  guard,  a  disguise  probably  assumed  to 
execute  the  fatal  commission  of  the  Secret  Tribunal.  It  is 
supposed  that  a  party  of  the  traitor  Campo-basso's  men  had 
been  engaged  in  the  uiimish  in  which  the  Duke  fell,  for  six  or 
seven  c^  them,  and  about  the  same  number  of  the  Duke's 
guards,  were  f oimd  near  the  spot. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  threw  himself  from  his  horse,  and 
examined  the  body  of  his  deceased  brother-in-arms  with  all 
the  sorrow  inspired  by  early  remembrance  of  his  \  indnfli 
Bnt»  as  he  gave  way  to  the  feelingB  in^Mxed  by  ao  melandioly 
an  example  of  the  £b11  of  human  greatness,  Thiebault^  who  was 
looking  out  on  the  path  they  had  just  pursued,  exclaimed,  '  To 
horse,  my  lord !  here  is  no  time  to  mourn  the  dead,  and  little 
to  save  tibe  living — ^the  Swiss  are  upon  us.' 

'Fly  thyself,  good  fellow,'  said  the  Earl;  'and  do  thou, 
Arthur,  fly  also^  and  save  thy  youth  for  happier  days.  I 
cannot  and  will  not  fly  farther.  I  will  render  me  to  the  pur- 
suers; if  they  take  me  to  grace,  it  is  well;  if  not,  there  is  okb 
above  that  will  receive  me  to  His.' 

' I  will  not  fly,'  said  Arthur,  'and  leave  you  defenceless :  I 
will  stay  and  share  your  fate.' 

'And  I  will  remain  also,'  said  Thiebault;  'the  Switsers 
make  fair  war  when  their  blood  has  not  been  heated  by  much 
opposition,  and  they  have  had  little  enough  to^y.' 

The  party  of  Swiss  which  came  up  proved  to  be  Sigismund, 
with  his  brother  Ernest  and  some  ol  the  youths  of  Untei^ 
walden.  Sigismund  kindly  and  joyfully  received  them  to 
mercy ;  and  thus,  for  the  third  time,  rendered  Arthur  an  im- 
portant service,  in  return  for  the  kindness  he  had  expressed 
towards  him. 

'I  will  take  you  to  my  father,'  said  Sigismund,  'who  will  be 
right  glad  to  see  you ;  only  that  he  is  ill  at  ease  just  now  for 
the  death  of  brother  Rudiger,  who  fell  with  the  banner  in  his 
hand,  by  the  only  cannon  tibat  was  fired  this  morning ;  the  rest 
could  not  bark :  Campo-basso  had  muzzled  Colvin's  mastififo,  or 
we  should  many  more  of  us  have  been  served  like  poor  Budiger. 
But  Colvin  himself  is  killed.' 
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<Campo-ba880^  theiit  was  in  your  ooRespQndenoer  aaid 
Arthur. 

<  Not  in  ouQi — ^we  soom  such  oompaniona — ^but  some  dealing 
there  was  between  the  Italian  and  Duke  Fenand;  and  haying 
disabled  the  cannon,  and  filled  the  Qennan  gunners  soundly 
drunk,  he  came  off  to  our  camp  with  fifteen  hundred  horse, 
and  offered  to  act  with  us.  "But  no— no !"  said  my  father, 
"traitors  come  not  into  our  Swiss  host";  and  so,  though  we 
walked  in  at  the  door  which  he  left  open,  we  would  not  have 
his  company.  So  he  marched  with  Duke  Feirand  to  attack 
the  other  extremity  of  the  camp,  where  he  found  them  entrance 
by  announcing  them  as  the  return  of  a  reconnoitring  party.' 

'Nay,  then,'  said  Arthur,  'a  more  accomplished  traitor 
never  drew  breath,  nor  one  who  drew  his  net  with  such 
success.' 

'Tou  say  well,'  answered  the  young  Swiss.  'The  Duke  will 
never,  they  say,  be  able  to  coUeot  another  army.' 

'Never,  young  man,'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  'for  he  lies 
dead  before  you.' 

Sigismund  started;  for  he  had  an  inherent  respect^  and 
somewhat  of  fear,  for  the  lofty  name  of  Charles  the  Bold,  and 
could  hardly  believe  that  the  mangled  corpse  which  now  lay 
before  him  was  once  the  personage  he  had  been  taught  to 
dread.  But  his  surprise  was  mingled  with  sorrow  when  he  saw 
the  body  of  his  uncle,  Count  Albert  of  Qeierstein. 

'Oh,  my  imde ! '  he  said — 'my  dear  unde  Albert  I  has  all 
your  greataiess  and  your  wisdom  brought  you  to  a  death  at 
the  side  of  a  ditch,  like  any  erased  beggarl  Come,  this  sad 
news  must  be  presently  told  to  my  father,  who  wiU  be  con- 
cerned to  hear  of  his  brother^s  death,  whidi  will  add  gall  to 
bitterness,  coming  on  the  back  of  poor  Budiger's.  It  is  some 
comfort,  however,  that  father  and  unde  never  could  abide  each 
other.' 

With  some  difficulty  they  once  more  assisted  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  to  horseback,  and  were  proceeding  to  set  forward,  when 
the  English  lord  said,  'Ton  wUl  place  a  guard  here,  to  save 
these  bodies  from  farther  dishonour,  that  they  may  be  interred 
with  due  solemnity.' 

'By  Our  Lady  of  Einsiedlen!  I  thank  you  for  the  hint,' 
said  Sigismund.  'Yes,  we  should  do  all  that  the  church  can 
for  uncle  Albert  It  is  to  be  hoped  he  has  not  gambled  away 
his  soul  beforehand,  playing  witii  Satan  at  odds  and  evens. 
I  would  we  had  a  priest  to  stay  by  his  poor  body;  but  it 
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mattera  not^  sinoe  no  one  ever  heard  of  a  demon  appearing 
just  befoie  breakfaBt.' 

They  proceeded  to  the  I^mdamman'a  quarters,  through  sights 
and  scenes  which  Arthur,  and  CTcn  his  f atiier,  so  well  accustomed 
to  war  in  all  its  shapes,  could  not  look  upon  without  shudder- 
ing. Bat  the  simple  Sigismund,  as  he  walked  by  Arthur's  side, 
contrived  to  hit  upon  a  theme  so  interesting  as  to  divert  his 
sense  of  the  horrors  around  them. 

'  Have  you  farther  business  in  Burgundy,  now  this  Duke  of 
yours  is  at  an  end!' 

'My  father  knows  best,'  said  Arthur;  'but  I  apprehend  we 
have  none.  The  Duchess  of  Burgundy,  who  must  now  succeed 
to  some  sort  of  authority  in  her  late  husband's  dominion, 
is  sister  to  this  Edward  ci  York,  and  a  mortal  enemy  to  the 
house  of  Lancaster,  and  to  those  who  have  stood  by  it  faith- 
fully. It  were  neither  prudent  nor  safe  to  tarry  where  she  has 
influence.' 

'  In  that  case,'  said  Sigismund,  'my  plan  will  fkdge  bravely. 
Tou  shall  go  back  to  Geierstein,  and  take  up  your  dwelling 
with  us.  Tour  father  will  be  a  brother  to  mine,  and  a  better 
one  than  unde  Albert,  whom  he  seldom  saw  or  spcke  with ; 
while  with  your  father  he  will  converse  from  morning  till  night, 
and  leave  us  all  the  work  of  the  farm.  And  yon,  Arthur — ^you 
shall  go  with  us,  and  be  a  brother  to  us  all,  in  place  of  poor 
Rudiger,  who  was,  to  be  sure,  my  real  brother,  which  you  can- 
not be.  Nevertheless,  I  did  not  like  him  so  well,  in  respect  he 
was  not  so  good-natured.  And  then  Anne— oousin  Ann&— is 
left  all  to  my  father's  charge,  and  is  now  at  Qeieistein;  and 
you  know.  King  Arthur,  we  used  to  call  her  Queen  Guenever.' 

'  Tou  spoke  great  folly  then,'  said  Arthur. 

'But  it  is  great  truth.  For,  look  you,  I  loved  to  tell  Anne 
tales  of  our  hunting,  and  so  forth ;  but  she  would  not  listen  a 
word  till  I  threw  in  something  of  King  Arthur,  and  then  I 
warrant  she  would  sit  stOl  as  a  heath-hen  when  the  hawk  is 
in  the  heavens.  And  now  Donnerhugel  is  slain,  you  know  you 
may  many  my  cousin  when  you  and  she  will,  for  nobody  hath 
interest  to  prevent  it.' 

Arthur  blushed  with  pleasure  under  his  helmet,  and  almost 
forgave  that   new   year's   morning   all  its  complicated  dis- 

'You  forget,'  he  replied  to  Sigismund,  with  as  much  in- 
difierence  as  he  could  assume, '  that  I  may  be  viewed  in  your 
country  with  prejudice  on  account  of  Rudolph's  death.' 
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*Not  a  whit — ^DOt  a  whit;  we  bear  no  malice  for  what  is 
done  in  fair  fight  tinder  shield.  It  iB  no  more  than  if  you  bad 
beat  him  in  wrestling  or  at  quoits,  only  it  is  a  game  cannot 
be  F^y^  oyer  again.' 

They  now  entered  the  town  of  Nanqr;  the  windows  were 
hung  with  tapestry,  and  the  streets  crowded  with  tumultuous 
and  rejoicmg  multitudes^  whom  the  success  of  the  battle  had 
relioTed  from  great  alarm  for  the  formidable  vengeance  of 
Charles  of  Burgundy. 


The  prisoners  were  receiyed  with  the  utmost  kindness  by 
the  Landamman,  who  assured  them  of  his  protection  and  friend- 
ship. He  appeared  to  support  the  death  of  his  son  Budiger 
with  stem  resignation. 

'He  had  rather,'  he  said,  'his  son  fell  in  battle  than  that 
he  should  live  to  despise  the  old  simplicity  of  his  country,  and 
think  the  object  of  combat  was  the  gaining  of  spoil.  The  gold 
of  the  dead  Burgundy,'  he  added,  '  would  injure  the  morals  of 
Switzerland  more  irretrievably  than  ever  his  sword  did  their 
bodies.' 

He  heard  of  his  brother's  death  without  surprise,  but 
apparently  with  emotion. 

'It  was  the  conclusion,'  he  said,  'ol  a  long  tissue  of  am- 
bitious enterprises,  which  often  offered  fair  prospects,  but 
uniformly  ended  in  disappointments 

The  TAudamman  farther  intimated,  that  his  brother  bad 
apprised  him  that  he  was  engaged  in  an  affidr  of  so  much 
danger  that  he  was  aknost  certain  to  perish  in  it,  and  had 
bequeathed  his  daughter  to  her  uncle's  caie^  with  instruoticmB 
respecting  her. 

Here  they  parted  for  the  present,  but  shortly  after  the 
TAudamman  inquired  earnestly  of  tbb  Earl  of  Oxford  what  his 
motions  were  like  to  be,  and  whether  he  could  assist  them. 

'  I  think  of  choosing  Bretagne  for  my  place  of  refuge,'  an- 
swered the  Earl,  'where  my  wife  has  dwelt  since  the  battle  of 
Tewkesbury  expelled  us  from  England.' 

'Do  not  so,'  said  the  kind  Landamman,  'but  come  to  Geier- 
stein  with  the  Countess,  where,  if  she  can,  like  you,  endure  our 
mountain  manners  and  mountain  fare,  you  are  welcome,  as  to 
the  house  of  a  brother,  to  a  soil  where  neither  conspiracy  nor 
treason  ever  flourished.  Bethink  you,  the  Duke  of  Bretagne 
is  a  weak  prince,  entirely  governed  by  a  wicked  favourite,  Peter 
Landais.  He  is  as  capable — ^I  mean  the  minister — of  seUing 
brave  men's  blood  as  a  butcher  of  seUing  bullock's  flesh ;  and 
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you  know  there  are  those,  both  in  Franoe  and  Bnigundy,  that 
thirst  after  yours.' 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  proposal, 
and  his  determination  to  profit  by  it^  if  approved  of  by  Henry 
of  I^mcaster,  Earl  of  Biohmond,  whom  he  now  regarded  as  his 
sovereign. 

To  dose  the  tale,  about  three  months  after  the  battle  of 
Nanqy,  the  banished  Earl  of  Oxford  resumed  his  name  of 
Philipson,  bringing  with  his  lady  some  renmants  of  their  former 
wealth,  which  enabled  them  to  procure  a  commodious  residence 
near  to  Geierstein ;  and  the  Landamman's  interest  in  the  state 
procured  for  them  the  right  of  denicenship.  The  high  blood 
and  the  moderate  fortunes  of  Anne  of  Geierstein  and  Arthur 
de  Yere,  joined  to  their  mutual  inclination,  made  their  marriage 
in  every  respect  rational ;  and  Annette  with  her  bachelor  took 
up  their  residence  with  the  young  people,  not  as  servants,  but 
mechanical  aids  in  the  duties  of  the  farm ;  for  Arthur  continued 
to  prefer  the  chase  to  the  labours  of  husbandry,  which  was  of 
little  consequence,  as  his  separate  income  amounted,  in  that 
poor  country,  to  opulence.  Time  glided  on,  till  it  amounted 
to  five  years  since  the  exiled  family  had  been  inhabitants  of 
Switzerland.  In  the  year  1482,  the  Tjandamman  Biederman 
died  the  death  of  the  righteous,  lamented  universally,  as  a 
model  of  the  true  and  valiant,  simple-minded  and  sagacious 
chiefs  who  ruled  the  ancient  Switzers  in  peace,  and  headed 
them  in  battle.  In  the  same  year,  the  Earl  of  Oxford  lost  his 
noble  countess. 

But  the  star  of  Lancaster  at  that  period  began  again  to 
culminate,  and  called  the  banished  lord  and  his  son  from  their 
retirement^  to  mix  once  more  in  politics.  The  treasured  neck- 
lace of  Margaret  was  then  put  to  its  destined  use,  and  the 
produce  applied  to  levy  those  bands  which  shortly  after  fought 
the  celebrated  battle  of  Bosworth,  in  which  the  arms  of  Oxford 
and  his  son  contributed  so  much  to  the  success  of  Henry  VII. 
This  changed  the  destinies  of  De  Yere  and  his  lady.  Their 
Swiss  farm  was  conferred  on  Annette  and  her  husband ;  and 
the  manners  and  beauty  of  Atme  of  Geierstein  attracted  as 
much  admiration  at  the  English  court  as  formerly  in  the  Swiss 
chalet. 


NOTES  TO  ANNE  OF  GEIEESTEIN 


KOTI  1.— DOUBLB-OAHCOntS,  p.  142 

DoUBLK-WALiriRfl,  a  name  in  Germany  for  thote  aerial  dnplioatee  of  hmnanity 
who  represent  the  f  eatoree  and  appearance  of  other  liTing  persons. 


Nora  2.— Loun  XI/s  UnxwEOB,  p.  178 

Lonis  XL  was  pobably  the  first  king  of  IVanoe  who  flnng  aside  all  affecta- 
tion of  choosing  hu  ministers  from  among  the  nol^ty.  He  often  placed  men 
of  mean  birth  m  sitoations  of  the  highest  trust. 


Nora  8.— OiBMAN  DuvoBOV,  p.  175 

In  connexion  with  the  description  of  this  dungeon,  it  may  be  stated  that 
the  Author,  in  composing  this  noveL  derived  considerable  assistance  from  a 
journal  of  foreign  travel,  the  work  of  his  intimate  friend  the  late  James  Skene 
of  Bubislaw.  It  is  also  curious  to  obserre  that  in  the  Arehaoloffia  Sootiea,  lS28f 
ToL  iii  p.  17,  there  appears  an  account  by  Mr.  Skeoib  of  a  suite  of  apart- 
ments excavated  from  the  rocks  on  which  Uie  castle  of  Baden,  in  SwaUa, 
stands,  supposed  to  have  been  connected  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Secret 
Tribunal  in  that  country  {Laing). 


Nora  4.— PuBUO  SnoDnomB,  p.  19^ 

There  is  abundant  evidence  that  in  the  middle  ages  the  office  of  nubHo 
executioner  was  esteemed  highly  honourable  all  over  Germany.  It  still  is,  in 
such  parts  of  that  country  as  retain  the  old  custom  of  execution  bv  stroke  of 
sword,  very  far  from  being  held  discreditable  to  the  extent  to  which  we  csrrv 
our  feelings  on  the  subjedi,  and  which  exnosed  the  magistrates  of  a  Soot<^ 
town,  I  rather  think  no  less  a  one  than  GHaagow,  to  a  good  deal  of  ridicule 
when  they  advertised,  some  few  years  ago,  on  occasion  of  the  death  of  their 
hangman,  that  '  none  but  pei^sons  of  respectable  character '  need  apply  for 
the  vacant  situation.  At  this  day  in  China,  in  Persia,  and  probably  m  other 
Oriental  kingdoms,  the  chief  executioner  is  one  of  the  great  officers  of  state, 
and  is  as  proud  of  the  emblem  of  his  fatal  duty  as  any  European  lord  chamber- 
lain cl  his  golden  key. 

The  circumstances  of  the  strange  trial  and  execution  of  the  knight  of 
Hagenbach  are  detailed  minutely  by  M.  de  Barante  from  contemporary  MS. 
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documents ;  and  the  reader  wQl  be  gratified  wiih  a  specimen  of  that  writer's 
narratiTe.  A  trwulation  is  also  giyen  for  the  beoaflt  cf  many  of  my  kind 
readers. 

De  tootas  parts  on  Msit  aooonm  par  mflliers  pour  asslstar  an  piroois  de  oe  cnel 
goaTSRiflur,  tant  la  halna  todt  gnmde  oontn  loL  De  sa  prison,  Q  entcodsit  rstsntbr 
■or  le  pont,  et  aa-dassoos  des  vofttes  ds  la  porte^  Is  pas  des  ehevau.  at  s'enqiiteitt  i  aon 
gadller  de  oenx  qoi  anriTaia&tk  solt  poor  litre  ses  Joges,  soft  poor  dtra  tAmoins  de  son 
soppUoau  Fsrfou  le  geAUar  rapondait^ '  Oa  sent  das  ^teangan ;  Je  na  las  eonnals  pas.' 
'Na  sontsM  pas.'  dlsslt  le  prisoiiniar,  *  des  gens  asses  msl  TAtus,  de  hanta  tsUISi  da  iorta 
apparenoa,  monus  sur  das  chsTanz  anz  oonrtes  Qrallles  Y '  et  die  gadUar  rapondalt, '  Oni' 
— ^Ah oa sont les Saissas,' s'teilalt Hsgeabach.  'MonDiaOfayaspiti^demolI'et  ilsa 
lappalait  toutas  las  insolias  qn'il  lanr  STslt  fltttas,  toutas  ses  Insofancas  e&Ten  eoz.  n 
paDSBlty  mafs  trop  tud,  qne  o'ttait  lenr  allJanoe  aveo  la  maison  d'Antriehe  qui  Malt 
causa  de  aa  parte. 

La  4  Mai  1474»  aprts  avoir  iU  mis  i  la  qnastloD,  Q  ftit»  i  la  diUgence  d'Hannann 
d'Bptliigaiii  goaTsmeur  poor  I'Srohidnc,  amane  daYsat  sea  Jngas,  sw  la  plsea  pabUqne  da 
BriMch.  Sa  eontananca  Malt  fnrma  et  d'nn  faomma  qui  ne  crunt  pas  la  moit.  Hanzi 
IsaUn  de  Bile  porta  la  parole  an  nom  d'Hennann  d'Bpttngan,  sgisssnt  pour  le  seigneur  at 
le  [da]  pays,  nparla  4  peu  prte  en  oes  tannas :  '  Flarre  da  Hsgenbaeh,  diaTalierMnattra 
dlidtal  de  Monaeignaur  le  Due  de  Boaxaogne,  et  aon  gouTemanr  dans  las  pays  de  Feietto 
eCHante-Alsace,  aoiait  dt  respecter  les  priTlltees  rteer?6s  par  I'acte  d'engsgement ; 
mais  il  n'a  pas  moins  ftml^  snz  pieds  les  lots  de  Dlea  et  des  hommas,  qne  las  droits  jurte 
et  garantis  an  pays,  n  a  Ikit  mettre  i  mort  sans  Jngement  quatra  honnfttes  bourgeois  de 
Thann ;  il  a  dlponill^  la  ville  de  Brisach  de  sa  jniidietlon,  et  y  a  ^bli  Jugas  et  ocm- 
snls  da  son  ohoix ;  il  arompa  et  disperse  las  oommunantas de  la  booxgeoisie  et  das 
mitiats;  ilalariaasinipdtsparsaseolaTolontA;  H a. ooatre  toutas  les  iois,log6  dhes 
les  habitans  das  gens  de  guerre— Lombards,  FranQsis,  Flcards,  on  Flamands ;  et  a 
ikTorisA  lenr  d^rdres  et  plUagas.  n  laur  a  mAme  command^  d'dgoiger  leuis  h6tes 
doiant  la  nuit,  et  aTslt  fldt  pr^arer,  pour  y  embszquer  las  fjommes  et  les  enJans,  daa 
bateaux  qui  devaient  ^tra  submeigte  dans  le  Bhin.  Bnfln,  lore  mtaie  qu'H  rqjetterait 
de  teUes  oruautte  sur  les  ordres  quil  a  imoB,  comment  pourvslt-il  s'ezouser  d'avolr 
Ikit  yiolenoe  et  outage  k  l*bonneur  de  tant  de  flllae  et  lemmas,  et  mAme  de  sstntaa 
reUaieusasY' 

D'autras  aeousatlons  ftirent  porttes  dans  las  lateErogatotres ;  et  das  tAmoins  attaa- 
ttonnt  las  Tiolenoes  fldtes  auz  gans  de  MuDiausan  et  anz  marohands  de  BAIe. 

Pour  suiyre  toutas  les  formes  de  la  Justice^  on  avait  donni  un  aTocat  iraeensft. 
<  Measira  Pierre  de  Hsgenliach,'  dit-Il, '  na  reoonnatt  d'autre  Juge  et  d'autre  seigneur  que 
Monsalgnenr  le  Duo  de  Bouxgogncu  dont  U  avaitcommission,  et  reosTsit  les  oommaade- 
mens.  II  n'sTsit  nul  droit  de  ocmtrOler  les  ordres  qu'il  itait  oliaig6  d'exfenter,  et  aon 
devoir  itait  d'ob^.  Ne  salt-on  pas  quelle  soumiasUm  les  gens  de  raeRe  doivent  4  lenr 
seigneur  et  msttre  ?  Oroit-on  que  le  landvogt  de  Monseigneur  le  i/uc  eiit  k  lul  remon- 
trer  et  &  lul  resiBter  ?  Bt  monseigneur  n'a-t-u  pas  ensulte,  par  sa  prteence,  eonflnuA  et 
latlflA  tout  oe  qui  avait  M6  Ikit  en  son  nomT  Bi  des  imp6ts  out  4M  demsndte,  c^est 
qull  avait  beaom  d'argent.  Pour  les  reeueillir,  il  a  bien  flOlu  punir  oeux  qui  sa  rafii- 
aaient  k  payer.  CTest  ce  qua  If onseigneur  le  Due,  et  mtene  rempereur,  quand  ils  sont 
▼enus,  ont  reoonnu  n^ceasiura.  Le  logement  des  gens  de  ffuerre  etait  anasi  la  suite  des 
ordns  du  Due  Quant  k  la  Juridiction  de  Brisaoh,  la  lanavogt  pouvait-il  aouiMr  cette 
rMstanoeY  fiifin  dans  une  aiBdre  si  grave,  oti  il  y  va  de  la  vie,  convient-O  de  produtre 
comme  un  vMtable  grief;  la  dernier  dont  a  pail6  raoousateurT  Farml  oeux  qui  Con- 
tent, y  en  a-t-il  un  seul  qui  puisse  se  vanter  de  ne  pas  avoir  saisi  lea  occasions  de  se 
divertirT  N'est-il  pas  clair  que  Messira  de  Hsgenbach  a  seulement  profits  de  la  bonne 
volontA  de  quelques  funmas  ou  fUles ;  on,  pour  mettre  les  ohosaa  an  pis,  qull  n'a  exarcA 
d'autre  oonutainte  envers  elles  qu*au  moyen  de  son  bon  srpntY' 

Les  JuMs  si^gteent  longtemps  sur  leor  trlbunaL  Douse  faeuxes  antitoes  pstsfaent 
sans  que  raflktra  f&t  tenninte.  Le  Sire  de  Hsgenliach,  touiours  ferme  et  calme,  n'al- 
Uffua  d'autras  d tfenses,  d'autres  excuses,  que  cellaa  qull  avsit  donntoi  d^  sous  la  torture 
—408  ordias  et  la  volontA  de  son  seigneur,  qui  6tait  son  seul  Jugs,  et  la  aeul  qui  piit  lul 
demander  oompte. 

Enfln,  k  sept  haures  du  solr,  k  la  darti  des  flsmbeaux,  lea  Juges,  ante  avoir  dMaxk 
qu'i  euz  appwrtenait  le  drdt  da  prononcer  sur  les  crimes  imputes  an  laadvogt,  le  iirant 
lappaler,  et  rendlrant  lenr  sentence  qui  le  condamna  k  mort.  n  ne  s'teiut  pas  davan- 
tage,  et  demands  pour  touts  grace  d^avoir  seulement  la  tMe  tranchte.  Huit  bounaaux 
dea  divaraea  villes  se  presentment  pour  exfcuter  I'arrdt.  Celui  de  Oolmsr,  qui  paasalt 
pour  le  plus  adroit,  fat  pref^ri.    Avant  de  le  conduire  k  I'^cbsikud.  les  seise  chevaliers 

aui  fidsalent  partie  des  juges  raquirent  que  Messlre  de  Hsgenbaen  ttt  digradA  de  sa 
ignite  da  chevalier  et  de  tons  ses  faonneuis.    Four  lors  s'avanea  Gaspard  Hurtar, 
hezaut  de  Tempereur,  et  il  dit :  'Pierre  de  Hageabaoh,  il  me  dApialt  grandemeat  que 
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TODS  ajM  il  mal  BmsSmi  totn  vie  mortelle,  de  torte  qa'fl  ooDTiant  que  tons  perdin 
Bon  Molament  la  dlgnite  et  oardn  d»  olieTalflrie,  maU  «um  la  yle.  Yotn  deTolr  ebalt  da 
mdre  la  Juatios,  oa  nroMgar  la  yaoTe  et  rorphalin,  de  reqwotar  lea  femmei  et  lea 
fines,  dtumorer  faa  lamtea  prMree,  de  Tona  oppoaer  k  toate  Ix^nete  violaiioe,  et  an 
oontimiie.  Tona  aves  oommii  toot  oe  qne  toos  devtei  empteber.  ATant  aind  forlUt  aa 
noUa  owe  da  oheTalade,  et  anz  ■ermena  que  yoiia  aviex  Jnrte,  lee  dievalien  id  preeAns 
m'ont  et^oint  de  Toua  en  dter  lee  inalgnea.  Ne  lee  Toyant  pea  sor  yooa  en  oe  moment 
Je  Tona  proolame  Indiana  ohevalier  de  St  Geoise,  an  nom  at  a  llionnear  dnquel  on  Tona 
avait  antrefoie  honore  du  bandrier  de  cheralene.^  Poia  e'aTancA  Hennann  d'Eptingen : 
'Poia  qn'on  vlent  de  te  digxader  de  ehevaleiie,  Je  te  diponiue  da  ton  collier,  dialne 
d'or,  annean,  polgnaid,  Aperon,  gantelet'  n  lee  ini  prtt  et  Ini  en  ftappa  le  tImm,  et 
i^onta :  *  Oheyalien,  et  Tone  qoi  dMres  le  derenir  J'eep^  qne  oette  pnnition  pnlrnqna 
▼ona  eanrlia  d'examnle.  et  que  vona  Tlyres  dana  la  enunte  de  Dien,  noblament  et  Tail- 
lamment,  eelon  la  dignity  de  la  oherelerie  et  llionnenr  de  Totre  nom.'  Bnfin,  Thomaa 
Schnti,  preTdt  d'Xinslahelm  et  mai^hal  de  oette  eommiaeion  de  Jngea,  ae  lera,  et 
a'adreeeant  an  booirean.  Ini  dlt : '  Fdtea  salon  la  Jnatioei' 

Tons  les  Jnges  montuent  i  dieval  alnsi  qn'Hennann  dlSptlngen.  An  mlllen  d'enz 
marchait  Pierre  de  Hsgenbach,  entre  danx  pr6trea.  CTMait  nendant  la  nnlt.  Dea 
torehea  6elalialent  la  marehe;  nne  fonle  Immense  se  preasait  antonr  de  oe  triata 
oortAse.  Le  condamnA  s'entretenait  avec  son  oonfessenr  d'nn  air  pienz  et  recneUli. 
maia  fame ;  se  reoommandant  ansal  anx  priirea  da  tona  oeox  qnl  rentonzaient.  Anriya 
dans  nne  pnUrle  devant  la  porta  de  la  ville,  il  monta  snr  I'tehaflrad  d'nn  paa  asani^ ; 
pnia  fleyant  la  yoiz— 

*  Je  n'ai  paa  penr  de  la  mort*'  dit-Q ; '  encore  qne  Je  ne  I'attendiasa  pasde  oette  aorte, 
maia  bien  les  armes  i  la  main ;  oe  qne  Je  plaina  o  est  tootle  sang  qne  le  mien  Una  cooler. 
If  onselgnenr  ne  laissera  nolnt  oe  Jour  sans  yengeanoa  poor  moL  Je  ne  zegrette  ni  ma 
yie,  ni  mon  corpa.  .  .  .  w'6tala  bomme-— inries  pour  moi.'  .  .  .  n  s'entretint  encore  nn 
Inatant  ayeo  le  oomflBeaenr,  pr6eenta  la  t^te  et  regnt  le  coop.— [BsvaikMi  di]  BAKAim 
[Hiitoin  dtt  Dum  ds  2kmrgogm»  tu  ppw  U0-1M). 


TBAxaL4Tioir 

Sodi  waa  tbe  detestation  in  wbicb  tbia  cmel  goyamor  ivaa  bdd,  tbat  mnltttodea 
flocked  in  ftom  all  quarters  to  be  present  at  bla  lariaL  He  beard  from  bia  prison  tiia 
bridge  and  tbe  arebway  of  tbe  gate  re-edio  wltb  tbe  tread  of  bones,  and  would  ask  of 
bis  JkHae  respecting  tbose  wbo  were  arrlying,  wbetber  tbey  migbt  be  bla  Judgea,  or 
tboee  desirous  of  witnessing  bis  pnnisbmoit  Rometimea  tbe  Jailer  would  answer, 
*Tbese  are  strsngen  wbom  I  know  not'  *Are  not  tbey,'  said  tbe  priaoner.  'men 
meanly  dad,  tall  m  stature,  and  of  bold  mien,  mounted  on  diort-eared  borsea  ?'  And 
if  tbejailer  answered  in  tbe  afDrmatlye,  '  Ab,  tbeae  are  tbe  Swiss,'  cried  Hegenbacb. 
*lfy  Ood,  baye  mercy  on  ma  I'  and  be  recalled  to  mind  all  tbe  inanlta  and  cnulties  be 
bad  beaped  upon  tbem.  He  considered,  but  too  lata,  tbat  tbelr  alliance  wttb  tbe  bouae 
of  Austria  baa  been  bis  destruction. 

On  tbe  4tb  of  May  1474, after  being  pnt  to  tbe  torture^be waa brondit befbre bia 
Judgea  in  tbe  public  square  ct  Brisaeb,  at  tbe  instance  of  Hermann  d'Bptfngen,  wbo 

Sfyemed  for  uie  Arcbduke.  His  countenance  waa  firm,  as  ona  wbo  fbars  not  deatb. 
enry  Isdin  of  BAle  first  spoke  in  tbe  name  of  Hermann  d'Bptingen,  wbo  acted  fior  tba 
lord  and  [of  1  the  country.  He  proceeded  in  neerbrtbese  terms  :^  Peter  deHsgenbacb, 
knight,  steward  of  my  lord  tbe  I>nke  of  BurgnnffiTi  snd  bis  goyemor  in  tbe  country  of 
FSratte  and  Haut*>Alnee,  waa  bound  to  obsorve  tne  priyfleges  roseivod  by  act  of  com- 
pact, but  be  baa  alike  trampled  under  foot  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  tbe  rights 
wbicb  baye  been  guaranteed  py  oath  to  tbe  country.  He  baa  caused  rour  wotsbipftil 
burgesses  of  Tbann  to  be  pnt  to  deatb  without  trid ;  bebaa  spofled  tbe  dtsr  of  Brisaeb, 
and  established  there  Judgea  and  consuls  diosen  by  bimsdr;  be  has  broken  and  dia- 
peraed  tbe  yarloos  communities  of  buirikers  and  craftsmen ;  be  has  leyied  imposts  of 
his  own  win :  contrary  to  eyery  law,  be  has  quartered  upon  tbe  inhabitants  soidien  of 
yarlooa  countries,  Lombards,  French,  men  of  PIcardy,  and  Fleminga,  and  baa  encour- 
aged tbem  in  pillaae  and  diaorder ;  be  baa  even  commanded  tbeae  men  to  bntdier  their 
boata  during  tbe  night,  and  bad  oauaedboata  to  be  prepared  to  embaric  therein  woman 
and  diildren  to  be  sunk  in  tbe  Bbine.  FlnaUy,  d&ould  be  plead  tbe  orders  wbldi  be 
bad  recdyed  aa  an  ezonae  for  tbeae  cmdtiea,  bow  can  be  dew  bimadf  of  baring  dia- 
bononred  ao  many  wmnen  and  mddena,  eren  thoae  under  religioua  vowa  T' 

Ottier  acenaationa  were  brouf^t  Mainat  him  by  examination,  and  wltneaaea  proyod 
outragea  committed  on  tbe  people  ofMolbauaen  and  tbe  merchanta  of  B41e. 

Tbat  eyary  form  of  Juatice  mfin^t  be  obeeryed,  an  adyocate  waa  appointed  to  defond 
tba accnaed.  *Meaalre  Peter  da  Hagenbaeb,'  aaid  be,  'recogniaea  no  other  Judge  or 
master  than  my  kard  the  Dnke  of  Bugundy,  whoae  oammfirimi  be  bare  and  wboae 
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ord«ni  he  reeelTBd.  He  had  no  eontrol  OT«r  the  onlflra  hie  ivM  ciliaiged  to  eneate :  his 
da^  ma  to  obey.  Who  le  ignonnt  of  the  iabmiialoiL  doe  by  nflltuy  letalnen  to 
their  lord  and  master?  Ohd  any  one  believe  that  the  landTogt  of  my  lord  the  Doke 
could  remonstrate  with  or  reein  him  T  And  has  not  my  lord  oonilnned  and  ratified  by 
his  presence  all  acts  done  in  hJs  name?  If  impoats  have  been  levied,  it  was  beoaose  he 
had  need  of  money ;  to  obtain  it.  it  was  necessary  to  poniah  those  who  nftised  payment ; 
this  proceeding  my  lord  the  Ihike,  and  the  Bmperor  himself,  when  present,  nave  con- 
sidered as  expedient  The  quartering  of  soldiers  was  also  in  aoooidance  with  the  Olden 
of  the  Dake.  With  respect  to  the  Jnrisdiction  of  Biisaeh,  coold  the  landtogt  permit 
any  resistance  fh>m  that  qnarter?  To  oondade^  in  so  serious  an  aflkir— one  which 
toaches  the  lUb  of  the  prisoner^-oan  the  last  aecosation  bezeaUy  considered  a  griey- 
anoe?  Among  all  thoee  iHio  hear  me,  is  there  one  man  who  can  say  he  haa  nerer  com- 
mitted similar  impmdences?  Is  it  not  evident  that  Messire  de  fiagenbach  has  only 
taken  advantage  of  the  good-will  of  some  gixls  and  women,  or,  at  the  wocBt»  that  his 
money  was  the  only  restraint  imposed  upon  them  ?* 

The  judges  sat  for  a  long  time  on  the  tribonaL  Twelve  hours  elapsed  before  the 
termination  of  the  triaL  llie  knight  of  Hagembach,  always  calm  and  undaunted, 
brought  ibrward  no  other  defence  or  excuse  than  what  he  had  beltore  given  when  under 
the  torture,  vis.  the  orders  and  will  of  his  lord,  who  alone  was  his  Judge^  and  who 
alone  could  demand  an  explanation.  At  length,  at  seven  in  the  evening,  and  by  ttie 
Ugbt  of  torches,  the  Judges,  after  having  declwed  it  their  province  to  pronounce  judg- 
ment on  the  crimes  of  wiii<m  the  landv^  was  accused,  caused  him  to  be  called  before 
them,  and  delivered  their  sentence  condemning  him  to  death.  He  betrayed  no  emotion, 
and  only  donanded  aa  a  Ihvour  that  he  should  be  beheaded.  Bight  exeeuttoners  of 
various  towns  presented  themselves  to  execute  the  sentence ;  the  one  belonging  to 
Oolmar,  who  was  accounted  the  most  expert  was  preferred. 

Before  conducting  him  to  the  scaflold.  the  sixteen  kxdghta  who  acted  aa  Judges 
required  that  Hessin  de  Higenbach  should  be  degraded  ftom  the  dignity  of  kni^t 
and  firom  all  his  honours.  Then  advanced  Oascar  fiurter,  herald  of  the  Bmperor,  and 
said—'  Peter  de  Haoenbach,  I  deeply  deplore  that  yon  have  ao  employed  your  mortal 
lilia,  that  you  must  lose  not  only  the  dignity  and  honour  of  knighthood,  but  your  life 
also.  Tour  dntor  was  to  render  Justice,  to  protect  the  widow  and  orphan,  to  respect 
women  and  maidens,  to  honour  the  holy  jmests,  to  oppose  every  uqjust  outrage ;  out 

Kn  have  yourself  committed  what  you  ought  to  have  opposea  in  others,  aaving 
t>ken,  therefine,  the  oaths  which  you  have  sworn,  snd  having  forfeited  the  noble 
order  of  knighthood,  the  knights  hen  present  have  e^Joined  meto  deprive  you  of  its 
insignia.  Not  perceiving  than  on  your  person  at  this  moment,  I  proclaim  you  un- 
wonhy  knight  of  St  George,  in  whose  name  and  honour  y^  were  formerly  admitted 
In  the  order  of  knighthood.'  Thai  Hermann  d'Bptingen  advanced.  'Since  you  an 
degraded  fhim  knighthood,  I  deprive  you  of  your  collar,  sold  chain,  ring,  poniard,  spur, 
and  gauntlet'  He  then  took  them  from  him,  and,  strilong  him  on  the  fhee,  added— 
'  Knights,  and  you  who  aspire  to  that  honour,  I  tmsttals  public  punishment  will 
serve  as  an  example  to  you,  and  that  yon  will  live  in  the  fear  of  God,  nobly  and  vali- 
antly, in  accordance  with  the  dignity  of  knighthood  and  the  honour  of  your  name.' 
At  last  the  provost  of  Binslshelm,  and  marshal  of  that  commission  of  judges,  aicse, 
and  addressing  himself  to  the  executioner—*  Let  Justice  be  done.' 

All  the  Judges,  alons  with  Hermann  d'Bptlngen,  mounted  on  horseback ;  in  the 
midst  of  them  walked  Peter  de  Hagenbach  between  two  priests.  It  was  night  and 
they  marehed  by  the  light  of  torches :  an  immense  crowd  pressed  around  this  sad  pro- 
cession.  The  prisoner  conversed  with  his  confessor  with  pious,  colleeted,  and  firm 
demeanour,  recommending  himself  to  the  pnyen  of  the  spectators.  On  arriving  at  a 
meadow  without  the  gate  of  the  town,  he  mounted  the  scaflbld  with  a  firm  step,  and 
elevating  his  voice,  exclaimed— 

*  I  fear  not  death,  I  have  always  expected  it ;  not,  indeed.  In  this  manner,  but  with 
arms  in  my  hand.  I  regret  alone  the  blood  whkdi  mine  will  cause  to  be  shed :  my 
lord  will  not  permit  this  day  to  pass  unavenged.  I  regret  neither  my  life  or  body.  I 
was  a  man- pny  for  me  r  He  conversed  an  JaMtant  mar»  with  hi^  wffiirMaar,  nnisentod 
his  head,  and  zeoeiyed  the  blow. 


Non  6.— <Dmt  Rhuh,  dbb  Rhbik,*  p.  224 
TbaM  ii  oiM  of  tho  beat  and  most  popular  of  the  German  ditties;' 

Der  Rhein,  der  Bhein.  gesegnet  eel  der  Bheln. 
Da  wadiaen  unsre  Beben,  etc 
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NozB  6.— VxHiai,  p.  253 

The  word '  V ehme '  is  of  unoertain  deriTation,  but  was  always  used  to  intimate 
this  inquisitoiial  and  secret  court.  The  members  were  termed  wstenden^  or 
initiated,  answering  to  the  modem  phrase  of  iUumituUu  Mr.  Pal^nrave  seems 
inclined  to  derire  the  word  'Vehme'  from  'ehme/  i.e.  law,  and  ne  is  prob- 
ably right. 

KoTB  7.— BSD  Soil,  p.  260 

The  parts  of  Qermany  subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  Secret  Tribunal 
were  called,  from  tiie  blood  which  it  spilt,  or  from  some  other  reason  ^Mr. 
Palmve  suggests  the  ground  tincture  <n  the  ancient  banner  of  the  district), 
theKed  SoiL  WestpluUia,  as  the  limits  of  that  country  were  understood  in 
the  middle  ag^  which  are  considerably  different  from  the  present  boundaries, 
was  the  principal  theatre  of  the  Vehme. 

NoTB  8.— Thb  Tboubadoubs,  p.  865 

The  smoothness  of  the  FMyen^al  dialect,  partaking  strongly  of  the  Latin, 
which  had  been  spoken  for  so  many  ages  in  what  was  called  for  distinction's 
sake  the  Roman  proTinoe  of  Gaul,  and  the  richness  and  fertility  of  a  country 
abounding  in  all  that  could  delight  the  senses  and  soothe  the  imagination, 
naturally  disposed  the  inhabitants  to  cultivate  the  art  of  poetry,  and  to  value 
and  foster  tine  genius  of  those  who  distinguished  themselves  by  attaining 
excellence  in  it.  Troubadours,  that  is, '  finders '  or '  inventors, '  equivalent  to  the 
Northern  term  of  *  makers,'  arose  in  every  class,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest, 
and  success  in  their  art  dignified  men  of  the  meanest  rank,  and  added  fresh 
honours  to  those  who  were  bom  in  the  patrician  file  of  society.  War  and 
love,  more  especially  the  latter,  were  dictated  to  them  by  the  cmvalry  of  the 
times  as  the  especial  subjects  of  their  verse.  Such,  too,  were  the  themes  of 
our  Northern  minstrels.  But  whilst  the  latter  confined  tnemselves  in  general 
to  those  well-known  metrical  histories  in  which  scenes  of  strife  and  combat 
mingled  with  adventures  of  enchantment,  and  fables  of  giants  and  monsters 
subdued  by  valiant  champions,  such  as  beet  attracted  the  ears  of  the  some- 
what duller  and  more  barbarous  warriors  of  northern  France,  of  Britain,  and 
of  Qenaanjj  the  more  lively  troubadours  produced  poems  which  turned  on 
human  passion,  and  on  love,  affection,  and  dutiful  observance,  with  which  the 
faithful  Knight  was  bound  to  regard  the  object  of  his  choice,  and  the  honour 
and  respect  with  which  she  was  oound  to  recompense  his  faithful  services. 

Thus  far  it  cannot  be  disputed  that  the  themes  selected  by  the  troubadours 
were  those  on  whieh  poetry  is  most  natnrallv  exerted,  and  with  the  best 
chance  of  rising  to  exceUenoe.  But  it  usually  happens  that,  when  any  one 
of  the  fine  arts  is  cultivated  exclusively,  the  taste  ot  those  who  ivactise  and 
admire  its  productions  loses  sight  of  nature,  simplicity,  and  trae  taste,  and 
the  artist  endeavours  to  discover,  while  the  public  learn  to  admire,  some  more 
complicated  system,  in  which  pedantry  supersedes  the  dictates  of  natural 
feeting,  and  metaphysical  ingenuity  ii  used  instead  of  the  more  obvious  quaU- 
ficatioos  of  simplicity  and  ffood  sense.  Thus,  with  the  unanimous  approbation 
of  their  hearers,  the  troiuadours  framed  for  themselves  a  species  of  poetry 
describing  and  inculcating  a  system  of  metaphysical  affection  as  inconsistent 
with  nature  as  the  minstrel's  tales  of  magicians  and  monsters ;  with  this  evil 
to  society,  that  it  was  calculated  deep!  v  to  injure  its  manners  and  its  morals. 
Every  troubadour,  or  ffood  knight,  who  took  the  maxims  of  their  poetical 
school  for  Wa  rule,  was  boimd  to  choose  a  lady  love,  the  fairest  and  noblest 
to  whom  he  had  access,  to  whom  he  dedicated  at  once  lus  Ijrre  and  his  sword, 
and  who,  married  or  single,  was  to  be  the  object  to  whom  ms  life,  words,  and 
actions  were  to  be  devc^ecL    On  the  other  hand,  a  lady  thus  honoured  and 
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distinffaished  was  bound,  by  aooepiiDff  the  tervioet  of  BOoh  a  jg^aUant,  to  oon- 
ridernim  as  her  lorer,  and  on  all  oue  oooasions  to  grace  him  as  sooh  with 
distingoished  marks  of  penonal  favour.  It  is  tme  that,  according  to  the  best 
authorities,  the  interoourse  betwixt  her  lover  and  herself  was  to  be  entirely 
of  a  Platonic  character,  and  the  loyal  swain  was  not  to  require,  or  the  chosen 
lady  to  grant,  anything  beyond  the  favoor  she  might  in  stnct  modesty  bestow. 
Eyen  under  this  restriction,  the  system  was  like  to  make  wild  work  with  the 
domestic  peace  of  families,  smce  it  permitted,  or  rather  enjoined,  snoh  famili- 
arity betwixt  the  fair  dame  and  her  poetical  admirer ;  uoA  very  frequently 
human  passions,  placed  in  such  a  dangerous  situation,  proved  too  strong  to 
be  confined  within  the  metaphysical  bounds  prescribed  to  them  by  so  fantastic 
and  perilous  a  system.  The  injured  husbands  on  many  oooasions  avenged 
themselves  with  severity,  and  even  with  dreadful  omeliy,  on  the  unfaithful 
ladies,  and  the  musical  skill  and  chivalrous  character  of  the  lover  proved  no 
protection  to  lus  person.  But  the  real  spirit  of  the  system  was  seen  in  this, 
that  in  the  poems  of  the  other  troubadours,  by  whom  such  events  are 
recorded,  their  pity  is  all  bestowed  on  the  hapless  lovers,  while,  without 
the  least  allowance  for  just  provocation,  the  injured  husbaind  is  held  iq»  to 
execration. 

Non  9.— PABUAMXlfT  OF  LOYB,  p.  806 

In  Provence,  during  the  flourishing  time  of  the  troubadour^  love  was 
esteemed  so  grave  and  formal  a  part  of  the  business  of  life,  that  a  Parliament 
or  High  Court  of  Love  was  appointed  for  deciding  such  questions.  This 
angular  tribunal  was,  it  may  be  supposed,  conversant  with  more  of  imaginary 
than  of  real  suits ;  but  it  is  astonishing  with  what  cold  and  pedantic  ingenuity 
the  troubadours  of  whom  it  consiBted  set  themselves  to  plead  and  to  decide, 
upon  reasoning  which  was  not  less  singular  and  able  than  out  of  place,  the 
absurd  questions  which  their  own  fantastic  imaginations  had  previously  de- 
vised. There,  for  example,  is  a  reported  case  of  much  celebrity,  where  a  lady, 
sitting  in  company  with  three  persons  who  were  h«r  admirers,  listened  to  one 
with  tiie  most  favourable  smiles,  while  she  pressed  the  hand  of  the  second| 
and  touched  with  her  own  the  foot  of  the  third.  It  was  a  case  much  agitated 
and  keenly  contested  in  the  Parliament  of  Love  which  of  these  rivals  had 
received  the  distinguishing  mark  of  the  lady's  favour.  Much  ingenuity  was 
wasted  on  this  and  similar  cases,  of  which  there  ii  a  collection,  in  all  judicial 
form  of  legal  proceedings,  under  the  title  of  arrdi  6^ amour  (adjudged  cases  of 
the  Court  of  Love). 


Nora  10.— HSAD  OF  THB  ViHiao  TBmDKAIfl,  p.  417 

The  Archbishop  of  Cologrne  was  recognised  as  head  of  all  the  free  tribunals 
({.<.  the  Vehmique  benches)  in  Westphalia,  by  a  writ  of  privilege  granted  in 
1868  by  the  Einperor  Charles  lY.  WinoMlaos  confirmed  this  act  by  a  pri* 
vilege  dated  18^  in  which  the  archbishop  is  termed  Qrand  Master  of  the 
Vehme,  or  Grand  Inquisitor.  And  this  prelate  and  other  priests  were  en- 
couragad  to  exercise  such  office  by  Pope  Bonitece  IIL,  whose  ecdesiastioal 
discipline  permitted  them  in  such  cases  to  aanime  the  right  of  judging  in 
matters  of  life  and  death. 

Nora  11.— GuABm,  p.  440 

Guantes,  used  by  the  Spanish  as  the  French  say  ftrtnanu,  or  the  English 
handsell  or  luckpenny — phrases  used  by  inferiors  to  their  patrons  as  the 
bringers  of  good  news. 
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NOTB  12i--€HABLB8  TBB  BOLD,  p.  458 

The  following  very  striking  paange  is  that  in  which  Philip  de  Comines 
soma  up  the  last  scene  of  Charles  the  Bold,  whose  varions  fortones  he  had 
long  watched  with  a  dark  anticipation  that  a  character  so  reddees,  and  capable 
of  such  excess,  must  sooner  or  later  lead  to  a  tragical  result : — 

As  soon  as  the  Ooont  de  OsmpO'bssio  siriYed  in  the  Duke  of  LormiD's  anny,  word 
WH  sent  him  to  leave  the  camp  immediately,  for  they  would  not  entertain,  nor  have 
any  commtmlcation  with,  such  traitors.  Upon  which  mesaa^  he  retired  with  his  pu^ 
to  Ckmde,  a  castle  and  pass  not  fltr  off,  where  he  fortified  himself  with  carts  and  ot^er 
things  as  well  as  he  coold,  in  hopes  that,  if  the  Duke  of  Bnrgnndy  was  ronted,  he 
might  have  an  opportnni^  of  coming  in  for  ahare  of  the  plunder,  as  he  did  afterwards. 
Not  was  this  praoaoe  with  the  Duke  of  Ixmain  the  most  ezecxaue  action  that  Gampo- 
bssso  was  guilty  of;  but  before  he  left  the  anny  he  oonspir'd  with  several  other  olBceni 
(finding  it  was  impractioable  to  attempt  anyching  against  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's 
perKm)  to  leave  him  just  as  they  came  to  charge,  for  at  that  time  he  sunpos'd  it  would 
put  the  Duke  into  the  greatest  terror  and  oonstmiatlon,  and  if  he  fled,  ne  was  sure  he 
could  not  sseape  aUve,  for  he  had  order'd  thirteen  or  fourteen  sure  men^some  to  run 
as  soon  as  the  Qermans  came  up  to  charge  'em.  and  othen  to  watch  the  I)uke  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  kill  him  In  the  rou^  which  was  well  enough  contrived ;  I  myself  have  seen 
two  or  three  of  those  who  were  emidoyed  to  kill  the  Duke.  Having  thus  settled  his 
conspiracy  at  home,  he  wmt  over  to  uie  Duke  of  Lonaln  upon  the  approach  of  tlie 
German  army ;  but  finding  they  would  not  entertain  him,  he  retired  to  Oonde. 

The  German  army  maich'd  forward,  and  with  'em  a  considerable  body  of  French 
hmse,  whom  the  long  had  given  leave  to  be  present  at  that  action.  Several  parties 
lay  in  ambush  not  Ikr  off.  that  if  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  was  routed,  they  might  sur- 
prise lome  person  of  qnslity,  or  take  some  considerable  booty.  ^  this  every  one  may 
see  into  what  a  deplorable  condition  this  poor  Duke  had  brought  himself  by  his  con- 
tempt of  good  oounseL  Both  armies  bebg  Join'd,  the  Duke  of  Burgund^s  forees 
havmg  been  twlee  beaten  before,  and  by  consequence  wesk  snd  dispirited,  and  ill  pro- 
vided Msides,  were  quickly  broken  snd  entirely  defteted.  Kany  sav'd  themselves  and 
got  off :  the  rest  were  either  tsken  or  kill'd ;  and  among  'em  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
himself  was  kill'd  on  the  spot.  .  .  .  One  Monsieur  Claude  of  Bausmont,  captain  of  the 
Oastle  of  Dler  in  LoiTain,  kill'd  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Ftndins  his  army  routed,  he 
mounted  a  swift  hone,  and  endeavouring  to  swim  a  little  river  m  order  to  make  his 
escape,  his  horse  fisll  with  him,  and  overset  him.  The  Duke  cry'd  out  for  quarter  to 
ttkis  gentleman  who  was  punning  him,  but  he  being  deaf,  and  not  hearing  him,  im- 
mediately kill'd  and  steipp'd  him.  not  knowing  who  he  wss,  and  left  him  naked  in  the 
ditch,  where  his  body  was  found  the  next  day  after  the  battle;  which  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  (to  his  eternsl  honour)  burled  with  great  pomp  and  magnificence  in  St  Geoige's 
ehurch.  In  Uw  old  town  of  Nan<7,  himself  and  all  his  nobifity,  in  deep  moummg, 
attending  the  eorpse  to  the  grave.  The  ftdlowlng  epitaph  was  some  time  sfterwards 
engrav'd  on  hia  tomb  :•» 

Gsrolus  hoc  bosto  Burnndn  gloria  gentis 
Oondltor,  Boropg  qui  ftdt  ante  timer.  .  .  . 

I  saw  a  seal  ring  of  his,  since  his  death,  at  MUan,  with  his  srms  cot  eurlously  upon  a 
sardonvK  thatlhave  seen  him  often  wear  in  a  riband  at  his  breast  which  was  sold  at 
Milan  ror  two  ducats,  snd  had  been  stolen  flram  him  by  a  rascsl  that  waited  on  him  in 
his  chamber.  I  have  often  seen  the  Duke  dress'd  snd  undrees'd  In  great  state  and 
formality,  and  attended  by  very  great  persons:  but  at  his  death  all  this  pomp  snd 
msgnifioence  cess'd,  snd  his  fiunUy  was  involv'd  in  the  same  ruin  withhimseir .  .  .  and 
very  Ilkdv  as  a  punishment  for  his  having  deliver'd  up  the  Gonstable  not  long  before, 
out  of  a  base  and  avaricious  principle ;  but  God  foriive  him.    I  have  known  him  a 

Kwerftal  and  honourable  prince,  In  as  great  esteeni|  ana  as  much  courted  bfhls  ndgh- 
UTS  (when  his  aflhirs  were  In  a  prosperous  conoitionX  as  sny  prince  In  Europe,  and 
perhaps  more ;  snd  I  esnnot  conceive  what  should  provoke  God  jQmighty's  displeasure 
so  highly  sgainst  him,  unless  it  was  his  self-love  and  arrogance,  in  appropriating  all 
the  success  of  his  enterprises,  and  all  the  renown  he  ever  acquir'd.  to  nls  own  wisdom 
and  conduct,  without  atbributinganytliing  to  God.  Tet,  to  spesk  truth,  he  was  master 
of  several  good  qualitiesL  No  prince  ever  had  a  greater  amution  to  entertain  young 
noblemen  than  he^  nor  was  more  eareftal  of  their  education.  His  presents  snd  bounty 
were  never  proftase  snd  eztiavagant,  because  he  gave  to  many,  and  had  a  mind  every- 
body shoula  teste  of  it    No  prince  was  ever  more  essy  of  sccess  to  his  serraats  and 
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tnl^ti.  Wliilft  I  wit  in  hit  scrviee  be  wu  newtat  ernel,  but  a  Utile  btfbre  hit  d<tfh 
he  took  up  that  hvmoar,  which  waa  an  inlUUIde  algn  of  the  ahortaeaa  of  hia  lift.  He 
waa  Toiy  aplendid  and  curloiia  in  hia  dreaa,  and  in  eveiything  elae,  and  indeed  a  little 
too mach.  Hepald great  honours  to  all  ambaaaadota and forelgnera, and entertain'd 
them  nobly.  Hia  ambitioaa  dealie  of  flune  waa  inaatlable,  and  it  waa  that  which  in- 
duced him  to  be  etonaUy  In  wan,  more  than  any  other  motiye.  He  ambitionaljr  dealz'd 
to  imitate  the  old  klnga  and  heroea  of  antiquiiy,  wboae  actions  still  shine  In  historj. 
and  are  so  muoh  talked:  of  In  the  world,  and  his  oouiage  waa  equal  to  any  prince's  of 
his  time. 

But  all  hia  deaigns  and  imaginations  were  yain  and  extrayaguit.  and  tnn'd  after- 
wards to  his  own  dishonour  and  conftislon,  for  tis  the  eonqnerofs  and  not  the  eonqner'd 
that  purchase  to  themselyes  renown.  I  cannot  eaally  deiennine  towards  whom  God 
.^nigbiy  shew'd  His  anger  most,  whether  towarda  him  who  died  suddenly  without 
pain  or  sickness  In  the  field  of  battle,  or  towards  his  snt^eets  who  neyer  ei^Joy'd  peaee 
after  his  death,  but  were  contlnoally  inyoly'd  in  ware,  against  which  they  were  notaUe 
to  maintain  themselyes,  upon  aooount  of  the  dyil  disaentions  and  cruel  animoattlea 
that  arose  among  'em ;  and  that  which  waa  the  moat  insupporfiable  waa,  that  the  yery 
people  to  whom  ihey  were  now  obUg'd  for  their  defence  and  pieseiiatton  were  the 
Gexmans,  who  were  strangers,  and  not  long  aince  their  proftss  d  enemies.  In  short, 
after  the  Duke's  death,  there  was  not  a  neighbouring  state  that  wiah'd  them  to  prosper, 
nor  even  Germany  that  defended  'em.  And  by  the  management  of  their  allkirs,  uieir 
understanding  seem'd  to  be  as  much  infttuated  as  their  master's,  for  tttey  rejected  all 

good  counsel,  snd  pursued  such  methods  as  directly  tended  to  their  destnietloa ;  and 
bey  are  atlu  in  such  a  condition,  that  though  they  haye  at  present  some  little  ease 
and  relaxation  firora  their  sorrows,  yet  'tis  with  great  danger  of  a  relapee^  and  *tia  weD 
if  it  turns  not  In  the  end  to  their  utter  ruin. 

I  am  partly  of  their  opinion  who  maintain,  that  God  glyea  princes,  as  He  in  His 
wisdom  thinks  fit,  to  punish  or  rhastlse  the  suh)eets ;  and  fie  disposes  the  aflbction  of 
sut|}ects  to  their  princes,  as  He  haa  determln'd  to  raiae  or  depreaa  em.  Just  so  it  baa 
pleas'd  Him  to  deal  with  the  house  of  Burgundy ;  Ibr,  after  a  loi^;  series  of  riches  and 
prosperity,  and  slx*and-twenty  years'  peace  under  three  fllustrioua  prfneea,  niwlecessais 
to  this  Charles  (all  of  'em  exoellent  persons,  and  of  great  prudence  and  diseretkm),  It 
pleas'd  God  to  send  this  Duke  Charles,  who  Inyoly'd  them  In  bloody  waza,  as  well 
winter  as  summer,  to  their  a;reat  aflliction  and  expenae,  in  which  most  of  their  richest 
and  Btouteat  men  were  eitner  klll'd  or  utterly  undone.  Ihdr  misfortunes  began  at 
the  aiefle  of  Nus,  and  so  oontlnu'd  for  three  or  four  battlea  aueeeaaiyely  to  the  yeiy 
hour  of  his  death ;  and  after  such  a  manner,  that  at  the  last  the  whole  strength  of 
ttieir  country  was  destroy'd,  and  all  klU'd  or  taken  prisoners  who  had  any  seal  or 
aflbctlon  for  the  house  of  Burgundy,  and  had  power  to  defend  the  state  and  dignity  of 
that  fiimily ;  so  that  in  a  manner  their  loases  were  equal  to,  if  not  oyer>ba]ane'd, 
their  former  prosperity ;  for  as  I  haye  seen  theae  princes  heretofore  puissant,  rich, 
and  honourable,  so  It  ftred  the  same  with  their  sul^aets ;  for  I  think  I  haye  seen 
and  known  the  neatest  part  of  Europe ;  yet  I  neyer  knew  any  province  or  country, 
tho'  perhaps  of  a  larger  extent,  ao  abounding  In  money,  so  extravagantly  fine  In  ftiml< 
tore  for  their  horses,  so  sumptuous  in  their  buOdlngs,  so  profose  in  their  expenses,  so 
luxurious  in  their  feasta  and  entertainments,  and  so  prodinl  in  all  respects,  as  the 
sultfeots  of  these  princes,  in  my  time  .  .  .  but  it  has  pleased  God  at  one  blow  to  subvert 
and  ruin  this  powerfol  and  i&ustrious  ftmily.  .  .  .  Such  changes  and  revolutions  of 
states  snd  kingdoms  God  In  His  providenoe  haa  wrought  before  we  were  bom,  and  will 
do  aain  when  we  are  in  our  graves ;  for  this  Is  a  oertain  maxim,  that  the  proaperity 
or  adversity  of  prlnees  are  wholly  at  His  disposal.— Oominbi,  Book  V.  chap^  ix. 
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WOBBS,  PHRASES,  AND  ALLUSIONS 


Abtb,  to  pay  tbe  penaltj 
ot,  atone  for 

AoJBCTBD,  appoided, 
added 

Aoxxa,  Quvsv  (p.  IW^ 
wife  of  King  Andrew  of 
HonguT,  and  daughter 
of  the  (Smperor)  Albert, 
took  inhnman  Tenge- 
anoe  on  her  Iktfaer's  mor- 
derers 

AiGBXTTB,  a  ploma  of 
ftathen 

Albbbt,  BmsBOB,  more 
ooirectly  Knro  of  tboi 
BoMAm,  waa  aaiaaaln- 
ated  by  his  nephewi  and 
other  oonaptxaton  near 
Habeborg  in  Swltierland 
In  1906 

Almaiv,  or  Alldcaosb, 
Germany 

Altib  boo,  Moond  self 

ABzxm,  a  little  song 

Abqubbusibb.  a  soldier 
aimed  with  an  arqne- 
bose,  an  sarly  form  of 
mnsket 

Abbists  of  loyb,  decresa 
of  the  troabadoor  coorts 
of  lore.  5m  Note  0,  p. 
470 

Aai,  or  JBsiB,  a  elaas  of 
gods  In  andent  Scandi- 
navian mythology 

AasBs,  Fbrital  of.  Ste 
FestiTal  of  Asses 

AsnrcioiTS,  astute,  shrewd 

Au  SBGBBT,  fbr  a  confiden- 
tial consultation 

AvB,  Atb  Mabia,  Hall  to 
thee,  Maiy!  A  prayer 
beginning  with 
words 


BAABBMHAFriB,  eonectlT, 
BlBXiniiuTBB,  a '  bear^ 
hider.'  a  nickname  given 
to  toe  lansfcnedUcL  or 
ZiMMUbMflUf,  at  the  time 
of  the  Thirty  Tears  War, 
ih)m  their  fondness  for 
lying  stretched  at  laiy 
ease  on  a  beaxHikin  or 
similar  rug 

Bavxbbbt,  a  standard- 
bearer 

Bah  of  tbb  Empibb, 
sentence  of  oatiawiy ; 
authority 

Babqitbtib,  the  walk  be- 
hind the  parapet  of  a 
fortress 

Bababib,  A.  O.  P.  Bbu- 
oxhBB,  Babob  SB,  author 
of  Hi9toir$  du  Dua  dt 
Sourgogne,  12  vols.  (1SS4- 
88) 

Babbbb,  Loina  XL's. 
Coa^an  Oliver  le  Daln 
in  Qutntin  Dunoard 

Babbicab,  the  outwork 
defending  the  gate  of  a 
fortress 

Babob  of  tbb  Bmpibb,  a 
baron  who  owed  no 
allegianoe  to  any  flmdal 
superior  eicept  the 
emperor 

Babtizax,  a  smsU  over- 
hanging turret,  pro|)eot- 
ing  parapet 

BBAB    ni  THB    GAKB.       Hc 

who  obtained  the  bean, 
previously  placed  in  the 
Twelfth  Night  cake,  was 
Twelfth  Night  King 
Bbbbdicttb,  my  blessing 
rest  upon  you 


g 


Bbbcbtold  of  Ovvbibobb 
[p.  IflOX  a  soldier  and 
kermit|  who  established 
his  cell  near  the  spot 
where  Albert  (fl.«.)  waa 
slain 

BioBBBixo,  quivering, 
rapidly  fluttering 

Blaob  fbiabs  of  St. 
Fbabois's  obdbb.  8m 
St  Francis's  order 

Blihk  out  of,  to  evade, 
uhlrk 

Blutackbb.  Sit  Steinem- 
hers,  Frands,  etc. 

BoBXAS,  in  andent  Greek 
mythology,   the    North 

BoTABOo,  the  roe  of  the 

mullet  or  tunny,  salted 

and  dried 
BothBiciubs.  iSwSldlies, 

both 
BowTBB,    a    maker    of 

bows 

BOT  BiSBOP,  OOBSUBATIOB 

OF  (pu  8811  an  annual 
mummery  in  most  Eng- 
lish cathedral  towns,  on 
St  Nichohw's  Da/Ytfth 
December),  a  boy  niuiop 
being  elected  in  mockery 
^thedernr 

Bbacbb,  a  kind  of  sport- 
ing dog,  that  hunted  by 
scent 

Bbanslb,  a  brawl,  spedes 
of  dsnoe^  tesembHng  the 
cotillon 

Bbbtaobb,  Brlttanv 

Bboad-pibcb,  an  old  Bng- 
lish  gold  oolnaSOs.,  first 
issued  by  James  I.  in 
1819 
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B 

HiiJ^  a  ■ommit  in  ths 
Han  Moontalna  of  Oer- 
many,  where  fhe  witehea 
were  belieyed  to  aa- 
aemble  for  weird  revelry 
at  leaat  once  a  year 

Bbuit,  ramonr 

Bull,  wilz>,  called  In 
Latin  uruB,  whenoe  Url 
(«Mp.l90) 

Buov  CAKPAOirA,  open 
ooontry 

BuTTiavoLS,     near    to 


RoBSwyl  (g.«.)    In   the 
canton  of  Looeme 

Oabarr,  a  wlne-flhop 

Cabbraikq^  Wiluam,  a 
troabadoor  of  RooMil* 
Ion,  who  lived  In  the  end 
of  uie  12th  oentary 

CALB90H8,  dimwen 

Omxdijl,  or  Obrb,  waa  at 
the  date  of  thia  novel  a 
poawwrion  of  Venice ; 
nearly  all  the  Levant, 
except  thia  ialand  and 
Rhodea  (a>v.X  waa  lab- 
Jeot  to  the  Tuika 

Capotb,  a  long  ahaggy 
overcoat 

GA&AVAmnu,  an  inn 

Gabbohado,  a  piece  of  meat 
or  game,  aeaaoned  and 
broiled 

Cakoaxbt.  a  iMW^huw, 
drolet  dTJewela 

Gabolub  hoc  burO)  etc 
(p.  47li  In  thia  tomb 
u  embalmed  Charlea,  the 
glory  ot  the  Bnxgtmdian 
nation,  formerly  the 
tenor  of  Europe 

Gabthubiah  TBiABa,  take, 
amongst  other  vowb,  one 
of  almoat  total  alienee 

Gathat,  China 

Gaubub,  in  andent  Greek 
mytholMj,  the  Weat> 
North-west  Wind 

Ghajtbom,  or  ohamfbov, 
the  armoored  ftontlet  of 
ahorse 

Gralumbau,  a  reed  made 
Into  an  inatmment  of 
nraslo 

Ghablb  thb  Sdiplb,  a 
flMble  pappet'Ung  of 
Ftanoe,  wno  reigned  in 
the  end  of  the  9th  and 
beginning  of  the  10th 
century 

Glabbvcb  ahd  bib  fathib- 
xir-LAW  (p.  818)i  George 
Dnkeof  Clarence,  brother 
of  Bdward  IV.,  married 
laab^Oa.  danghterof  War- 
wick  tbe  King-maksr. 


and  WarwIdE 
went  over  to  Henry  VL ; 
but  the  dnke  soon  aban- 
doned hia  Ikther-in-law 
and  retained  to  Join  hia 
brother 

Cozr,  a  woman'a  head- 
dresB 

O0B80,  the  chief  street  or 
square  in  an  Italian  town 

Otrt  B6n,  wine  grown  on 
a  snnny  slope 

Goucx,  Ihqblbax  sob,  or  Bh- 
ouBBBABD  VIL,  married 
Isabella,  a  dansfater  of 
Bdward  in.  of  Bngland, 
and  in  1874-76  daimed 
certain  Swias  teiritoriea 
M  belonging  to  the 
dowry  ot  his  mother,  an 
Aostrian  prinoeaa 

CouB  pLnma.  a  great 
gathering  (tf  all  a  king'a 


CGUBDT' 

atsB,    nsed   oontempta- 

onsly 
Gbbdo,  the  ApoBtles'  (or 

other)  Greed 
Gbbbsbt,  a  laige  kind  of 

candlestick  fbr  holding  a 

small  fire  or  iUominant 


DaLMATIG,  DAUCATIQint,  B 

long  eociesiaatioal  robe 

Dbo  obatias,  To  God  be 
'the  thanks 

*1)BB  Rhbix,  dsb  Bmnr,* 
etc.(a468>  TheBhlne, 
the  Khlne,  blessed  be 
Hie  Bhine^  There  grow 
our  noUe  grapes,  etc 

DiBHBTTAO^  serving-day, 
Tuesday 

DiBr,the  national  assembly 

Duov  (p.  801X  iB  more  than 
100  mUes  firom  Strasbunc 
as  the  crow  fllea,  ana 
lies  sonth-wsBt  from 
Bile,  wheresB  BtraBboig 
lies  north  from  B41e 

DiHosTAO,  court -day, 
Tuesday 

DoM  Dahtbl,  in  Oriental 
lore,  a  huge  cavern  Bup- 
posed  to  ue  *  under  the 
foots  of  the  ocean,' 
in  whidi  evil  spirits, 
enehantera.  and  other 
wicked  bel&gB  an  con- 
fined 

DooKSMiv,  all  who 
gathered  at  the  doom, 
or  great  popular  court 

DoBvr,  correctly  soar,  a 
village 

DOTTBLB-OAMOBB,    Of    DOF- 

a   spectnl 


ooonterpnt  of  a  living 
perBon 
Ducat,  an  old  gold  coin, 
wortai  about  0s.  4d. 

tfcHBViir,  dieriir,  SHBMsnr 

BiHBIBDLBH,     OT      BXV- 

BiBDBur,    a    celebrated 
Benedictine  abbey,  a  few 
milea  south  of  the  lake 
of  Zurich 
Bkptbb,  bav  op.    Sm  Ban 

of  the  Empire 
Bhtbbghat,  a  caper 
Bbbbbuboh,  an  old  frontier 
fbrtress  or  fbrtifled  camp 
of  the  andent  Saxons, 
about  18  milea  south  of 
Baderbom 


BsPADov,   a   long   hMvy 

sword 
BTBBHVBa,  a  free  gift, 

eameat-money 
BuBxn,  in  andent  Greek 

mythology,     the     Bast 

Wind 

Fadob,  to  Buoceed,  flt» 
turnout  wdl 

FAURBBCBrr,  dub-law,  the 
right  daimed  by  the 
petty  barons  of  the  Bm- 
nire  to  wage  private  war- 
mre 

Fbbbttb,  La«  a  district 
or  county  in  southern 


Fbbtival  of  Asbbs,  cele- 
brated on  14th  January, 
in  commemoration  of 
the  Fli^t  into  Bgypt  of 
Jose|^  and  Mary 

FtTB-DiBU,  a  nve-dayB* 
festival,  consigting  d 
processions,  spectades, 
games,  etc,  flistarrangod 
by  Etog  Ben6  in  146S, 
and  oelebnted  annually 
atAlx 

Hat  voldbtab  tua«  Thy 
wm  be  done 

FnxBB  Baeamim,  ftUen 
women 

FoLTBBXAiocxB,  a  tortore- 
chamber 

FoBBBT  Cabtoibb,  Luceme, 
Url,  Schwys,  and  Unter- 
waldeiL  grouped  around 
the  Lske  of  Luceme 


CITIBS  or   THB   JEM- 

piBB,  owed  allegiance  to 
no  prince  or  ruler  except 
the  emperor 
Fbbb  ooubt  op  thb  Bm- 
piBB.  a  count  who  owed 
allegiance  to  no  feudal 
superior  except  tlia  em- 
peror 
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Jndgw   of   the  Yelunle 

tribooftlfl 
FBBTunACK,  near  Zaiieh ; 

tli«ra  tlM   OonHBdastM 

were  attacked   on   S3d 

May  1448  l>j  Aoitria  and 

Zurich 
FaxmuMwaioHTi      fkee 

Held  court 
yaiTOMAi  >ac  H  A wMf I  ftee 

coantiea 
FxsTMH6FPiBi,  or  fun- 

acHdFFBV,  nee  balUIII^ 

■herfflb 
Fbohvsb.  a  amnmoiMr, 

miiMw  fa^tfffai  offlcer 

Galilss,  a  porch  or  chapel 
betide  a  monasterj  oar 
church,  in  irhlch  the 
monkf  reoetved  Tlaiton, 
where  proceeilone  wen 
ftmned,  penitente  eta* 
tioned,  and  io  forttL  Sm 
Note  i5,  pw  448,  of  Fair 
Maidf/Fertk 

Gau,  an  adminlfltratiye 
diatriet  of  the  Gennan 
Smplie 

OAOSfl.  trinketa,  onamenta 

GsAX,  DoaineM,  aflhlr ;  pro- 

GsmuRKDi,  Toltare^tone 
OsnarA,  or  oxav,  ooont^ 

earl 
GxTBian,  or  Gbblbb,  the 

halliff  of  the  Dnke  of 

AnaMa  In  Switaarland. 

the    oppieaaive    ^nBUit 

who  flguea  in  the  atory 

of  William  TeU 
OnAVfiLoaT,  or  GnAvnr- 

LUST,    meaaa    'ooantTa 

delight' 
Obats,  aeoont 
Oumn-BLOODKD,  ot  the 

meaneat  bixth 

Ha«»ut,  a  mnaket)  aiqae- 

hofle 
HivDaBLy  eaneat-money 
Ha  van,   or  Havb'a«  an 

aMOeiatlon    of   trading 

towna,  verr  powerftd  on 

the  Baltle  and  North  Boa 

ooaata  of  Germany 
Hauptmaw,    more    oor- 

leotly  HAumum,  a  cap* 

tain 
HKLBBomr,  an  old  German 

town    on    the   Nec&ar, 

aboat  80  milea  north  or 

Stattgait 
HHMUCHn  AOHir,  the  aecnt 

tribonal  of  the  Yehmlo 

Inatitntion 
HsLvanA,  the  Latin 

ftar  Bwitssriand 


nr  V.^SOOX  carried 
Iwaiung  anny  firom 
to  nanc 


Inland  ofir  to  nance, 
bat  not  £rom  fjtaaee  tale 
Itidy 

HsBHXTAan  (p.  STO)^  wine 
grown  in  a  TineTaid 
attoated  10  or  11  mike 
north  of  Valenee,  In  the 
■onth^eaat  of  France 

Htpocaubt,  a  atore^  heat- 
ing apparatoa 

*  I  HATi  nnr  tbs  wiokxd 
XAV/  etc  (p.  160).  Oom- 
pare  Faalm  zzzm  88,  88 

Illukivati,  a  aeeret 
eodety  ftnmded  by  Adam 
Weiahanptat  Ingolatadt 
in  1778  for  promoting 
general  enlightenment 
and  combating  tyranny 

iLLvannmio^  vary  illna- 
trionaeir 

DnouciAXT,  heedleea,  re- 
gaidleei 

lufDrouLB,  or  iBimmlinj^ 
a  polar  dedicated  to 
Irmin,  an  ancient  Tea- 
tonic  dei^ 

JovQLKDB,  a  minatrd-poet 
of  Northern  France 

Joraran  KirmiB.  maUng 
entry  in  featal  nahlon 

JoToua  Bciivcn,  mln- 
atreliiy 

JuDoioarT  or  Goi>»  trial  by 
ordeal,  each  aa  Jadldal 
combat^  eazTTtag  red-hot 
iron»etc. 

JWGHBEEV,    or    JUVO- 

HKBBBir.  a  general  title 
giren  to  isob  aona  of 
noblea 

Kino  or  Gone  amd  ICnr, 
the  Zona  of  the  Gieeka, 
Jnpiter  of  the  Bomana 

KivQ  or  Nah^b,  aTTLB  or, 


etc.  (jx  878X  trom  Hmuif 
F/.,^ait  m.  Act  L 
ee.  4 

KomiaanLOT,  or  Kdnos- 
nu>BH,  in  the  canton 
of  Aaivin,  about  17  mflea 
north- weet  of  Zurich 

KSxioaarnHL,  king'a  leat, 
eeat  of  Judgment 

KnnoTZBn,  or  ouumn, 
an  old  aUrer  or  copper 
coin  of  Gennany,  nr- 
merlyailld. 


La 
La 


the 


Off  «wiie, 

or  TtSmim- 
Vol. 


tore,  the  lamat  bird  of 
prey  of  the^d  Worid^ 

IiAxnAia,  Ficm,  fhvourite 
of  Vwnda  IL,  Duke  of 
Brtttany;  he  waa  the 
aon  of  a  tailor,  and  waa 
hanged  at  Nantea  In 
1486 

Lavdaxxav.  the  chief 
magiatiate  in  a  Swiaa 
canton 

LAmtvooT,  a  baHiir 

LAmumcBT,  or  LAxna- 
nncBT,  a  Gettaan  mer- 
cenary aoldier 

Laupbv,  in  the  canton 
of    Berne;    there    the 


■  peeaante  deHnted 
the  nelghboaring  Dsadal 
noblea  ta  1880 

Lsaodbl  a  fixed  camp, 
generallr  ftntlfled  or  en- 
venohed 

Ln  now  Boi  Bari,  good 
KingBenA 

LsuMuan^  general  bad  re- 
patation 

Lnoa  (p.  164X  waa  tdDen 
by  Oharlea  of  Boigundy 
ta  1487,  and,  albwa  rialng 
of  the  dtlaena,  again  in 
1488,  when  he  treated 
the  people  with  much 
aef  enty  and  croelty 

LonatTO,  HOLT  nouan  or, 
a  amall  room  traditioB- 
aUy  believed  to  hare 
been  the  Naaueth  home 
of  the  Tlxgin  Mary,  ia 
rererenoed  at  Loretto 
near  Ancowa,  on  the 
Adriatic  coaat  of  ItiOy 

Loa,orLAija,  pniae 

LoaKL,  a  good-for-nothing, 
worthleae  fellow 

Louie  XI.,  Ainnnaor.  One 
of  hie  principal  adrlaeni 
waa  the  ci-denmt  barber, 
OliTer  le  Dein.  who 
flgurea  ao  prominently 
in  Quenffn  Dunmni ; 
Louza  XL  roiBovBD 
Bia  BnoTBiE  (p.  8181 
Louie  canaed  hla 
brother  Oharlea,  Dnke 
of  Guienne^  to  be  put 
to  deaUi.  Sm  QueiMm 
Jharward,  Note  40^  pi 
448 

LTxs-Boom>)  a  large  dog, 
aa  a  bloodhound 

MAonnoo^  your  magnlfl- 

oence 
MAXia,bagnge 
MAUfouB,  ue  thing  atdlcn ; 

Ihet,  act 
Maiu,  mayor 
MAiaooi  DU  Dvo^  the  docal 
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palAoa;  mmook mo  Bar, 
the  royftl  palaee 

the  oondition  of  not  being 

belleyed 
HsnTHSKR,  Hr. 
linauK,  a  kind  of  hawk, 

fbnnerly  tndned  to  hunt 

game  birds 
Hri-waitd,    meamring- 

rod 
XiHiTBBZvoiB,  a  poet- 

minatrel    of    meduBval 

Qermany 
MoHXTioir,  a  ftnmal  notioe 

requiring  the  amendment 

of  some  ofRmee 
MoirmnAV,    Banxn    or 

S[».  8«>X  there  in  1419 
ohn  the  Fisarleae,  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  wae  treaoh- 
eroualT  slain  by  the 
attendants  ot  the  Dau- 
phin, son  of  Charles  VL 
of  France 
XomBBOHUP,  a  hunts- 
man's cap,  proTided  with 
flaps  tat  protecting  the 
cheeks 

MOMT 


L*HinT  (p.  SS5X 
fbught  on  16th  Jvdy  1466 
between  Louis  XI.  on  the 
one  part  and  certain  of 
the  great  nobles  of  Fiance 
on  uie  other 

MoBAT,  or  MuBTKN.  abont 
12  miles  ftom  Neunshatel, 
on  the  east  side  of  the 
LskeofNenflBhatel 

XoBouB.  the  proud,  dis- 
dainftu  look  of  a  superior 
to  an  InCurlor 

MoRisoo,  a  Moor  of  Spain, 
Moorish 

Mount  Hxrssl»  dose  to 
Zurich,  stormed  by  the 
Oonfledemted  Bwlss  in 
1448 

NAHCT,     B4TTLB    OV,     WSS 

fought,  not  on  1st,  but 
on  6th.  January  1477. 
The  body  of  Charles  the 
Bold  was  found  on  the 
sonth-wesL  not,  ss  p. 
456  seems  to  impW,  on 
the  north,  of  the  dty 

Nasaebvb,  correctly 
Nasaeitb,  Bamson  the 
Judge  of  Israel.  Sm 
Numbers  tI.  8  and 
Judges  ^IL  6 

NimBKsniKBB,  crown  at 
Niersteln,  10  miles  south 
of  Mayence,  on  the  Rhine 

NnacnsAT,  means  *neTer 
satisfied' 

NoN  FaATBR,  etc  (p.  S69X 
brother  it  not  saa  fhun 


brother,  nor  the  gmit 
£rom  his  host 

OwwwanAMM  divcl  the  open 
court  of  the  Vehmlo  in- 
siitutlon 

Oeitlammi,  the  sacred 
standard  of  the  kingdom 
of  France,  was  msde  of 
red  silk  with  a  flame-like 
edcdng,  and  bmrna  on  a 
gUoedpola 


Fa  LBV  ox.  in  Thomson's 

Stdstmt,  Antomn 
Pae    AiiouBB,    forbidden 

love 
FABDOimL  allcensed  seller 

of  papal  Indulgences 
Payix,  or  PAVAK,  a  stately 

Spanish  dsnw 
Pats  ds  Vaud,  the  country 

of  Vaud,  a  Swiss  canton 
PxLTBT,  skins  and  Am  of 

wild  animals 
PsmiovGBLLn,  a  little  flag 

fixed  to  a  lance 

PSPTB,    AlfD    HIS    CAMUrr 

CLOAK  (p.  419>.    Sm  his 

JKary,  under  date  80th 

December  1667 
PiASTBs,  a  silver  coin, 

worth  4s. 
PiQHT,  pitched,   placed, 

fixed 

FXIA.TRB,  MOMT,  mOTC  COT^ 

rectly  Pilatus,  a  con- 
spicttous  peak  bedde 
Lske  Lucerne 

Plump,  a  dump,  collec- 
tion 

Pon  KLnanrr,  a  German 
oath 

PUBUC  OOOD,  WAS  OV  THB 

(p.  8S8X  wsged  by  the 
Dukes  of  Burgundy, 
Britanny,  and  othergreat 
feudatories  of  Fkance 
against  Louis  XI.  Sm 
QuuMm  Durmmli  p.  898 


QusmoMABT.  a  pedlar  of 
idles  or  indulgmes 

Rax's  Allkt,  now  Hsre 
Place,  off  Fleet  Street 
and  near  Whitefriars, 
a  resort  of  thieves  and 
low  characters,  and  noted 
for  its  dirty  cook-shops 

RnncK,  or  nnno.  a  mud- 
ed  instrument  of  the  viol 


Rk>  Lavd,  a  name  given  to 
Westphalia,  the  peculiar 
home  of  the  V§lma§riekU 
or  Secret  Tribunals. 
These  were  dways  most 
pow«ftdinthew«st|  not 


the  east,  of  tine  Rmpire 

0^861).    SMottoNote?, 

p.  460 
BszRB,  a  horse  sddier 
RBBomAL,  the  valley  of 

the  Rhine 
RHtinHAAvn,  count  of  the 

Rhine  oounhr,  a  district 

near  Wiesbaden 
Rhodd,  at  the  date  of  this 

novd^  waa  garrisoned  by 

the  Knights  HospttsUers 

of  St.  John 
RiOAixxnr,  a  dance  with  a 

peculiar  hopping  step 
Rrmn,  a  knl0lit 

ROBA  DX  OUADAOlfO,  pRlAt- 

able  goods,  booty 
Boi  d'amoub,  king  of  lova, 

5 resident  of  the  troaba- 
our  courts 
RoacAUiiT,  a  story  or  tale 

inverse 
RoTB.  a  kind  of  harp  or 
viol,  played  by  tuminga 

RorsBXLLOir,  Maboabct 
na  (p.  866X  wifo  of  Bay- 
mondctf  Rousslllon.  Aflar 
she  had  partaken  of  the 
horrid  dish  of  her  lover's 
heart,  she  threw  hersdf 
fhim  a  fadoony  in  order 
to  Mospo  the  murderous 
ftiry  oiher  husband 

RuDnHcixBB,  or  RUdb- 
SHBxicBB,  a  variety  of 
Rhine  wine,  grown  at 
Rfldeehelm,  nearly  oppo- 
dtetoBingen 

RusswTL,  or  RuswiL,  in 
the  canbm,  and  west  of 
the  dty,  of  Lucerne.  Sm 
/kwtkerp.  47;  dfoButtiS' 
hols  and  Good,  Ingd- 
rsmde 

8t.Fbahcd'sobdbb,  black 
PBiABs  op  (p,  S50>  The 
Franciscan  frisis  wore 
grey  gowns ;  it  was  the 
Dominicans  who  wore 
than  black 

St.  Gall,  or  Savkt  (p.  57) 
Gallbh,  in  the  Swiss 
canton  of  St  Gdl,  a 
ftmoos  seat  of  lesnung 
in  the  middle  sges 

Br.  Jacob,  cbapbl  op  (p. 
67),  under  the  walls  of 
Zurich,  where  in  July 
1448  tiie  men  of  that  town 
were  routed  by  the  Con- 
federated Swiss.  This 
most  be  distlngnidied 
ftom  the  heroic  flg^t  at 
St  Jacob,  ontdde  BAle, 
agslnst  tne  ftench,  in 
Ai|gQstl444 
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St.  Macuiub  tbi  IfABmL 
no  doabt  the  Earl  or 
Orkney,  who  wu  tMtiB- 
■Inated  In  1116,  hnrdly 
the  8th  oentoiy  monk  en 
FOMen  and  8t  G«I1 

Bt.  Mabtha  An>  m 
DnAoov.    5m  TuTuqpe 

St.  Nicholas  (p.  S90X  the 
patron  aalnt  of  tmeyea 
and  highway  rohbera 

St.  Pxvjcb  of  nu  ApiTUta. 
Compon  Aeta  zU.  Hie 
ehauia  with  which  the 
Apoaile  was  boondwere 
long  regarded  (at  Rome) 
with  aunoet  idolatroos 
devotion 

St.  Wnnxuv,  a  hennlt 
and  Bwineherd  of  the 
difltriet  of  TkeTea,  in  the 

'   Tthcentnry 

SALnxx-wxBi,  two  Unee 
eroaaing  one  another 
diaoouaiy  like  a  St 
Andrew's  croia 

BAMm,  a  hMvy  sOk  tex- 
tile 

Savctuk  SAiroromvM,  the 
most  prlTste  apartment 

BAmMcnrr  nm  TnvwmLf 
a  German  oath 

BcABDn,  shcriflb,  asaeaaon 
r,  ABTBB  or 
SSdX  the  flOlsofthe 
at  Schaffhansen, 
ahortlY  after  it  emerges 
fhnn  the  lAke  of  Oon- 
stance 

BCHAETOSBXCRTSB,    or 


(p.  SM 

Shine 


tloner 

ScBLArrmtniK,  a  sleeping- 
draught 

SoBOPPBV,  ahoold  be 
written  scHdFnH,  the 
initiatea  of  the  vehm- 
gerichte  or  Vehme 

BCTWABZBnn,  black  beer 

BcHWABXURSB,  a  blsck 
rider,  German  meroen- 
ary  horse-soldier  wearing 
hlacknnifoim 

BoiBHon,  JOTOUi,  min- 
stnlsy 

Bbipach,  in  the  canton  ot 
Laceroe ;  tiiere  the  Bwiaa 
defeated    the    Aostrisn 

^  nobOily  in  1886 

Bimxr  JsiXBPBBS,  noble 
youths  of  Sphesns,  shut 
np  in  a  csts  dniing  the 
perMcotion  of  the  Gnria- 
tians  by  the  Boman  Bm- 
peror  Dedns,  aboat  850 : 
there  they  slept  until 
the  year  447,  whan  they 
•wakened  Iter  a   short 


SdtUiIir  liav,  the  omen- 
lar  or  predoos  saying 

SiciLDB,  BOTH.  At  dUtar- 
ent  periods  between  the 
years  ISM  and  1718  the 
crown  of  Nanlea  and  the 
crown  of  SloUy  were  worn 
by  one  and  the  same 
rnler,  who  governed 
under  the  title  of  King 
oftheTwoSiciUes 

SiDDOXs,  Sabah,  the 
peat  tragic  actreia  (1786- 

BrASTHounat,  an  imperial 
deputy,  governor 

BTAurvAGBBB,  onc  of  the 
champions  of  Swiss  in- 
dependence, an  asaocfatte 
ofWniiamTtfl 

Btblnbhiiukks,  Tbabcis 
(FBABZ)yOV  Blotackxb, 
equivalent  in  BngUah  to 
Frands  Stonyheart  of 
Blood-aere 

Brll,  to  place,  flz 

Broup,  a  drinkinp-cnp 

Stbadiotb,  or  OTBAnorai 
ll^t  cavalry  recruited 
in  Albania  and  Morea 
(Greece) 

Btbappado.  a  military 
punishment:  the  ofRm- 
dar's  hands  were  tied  be- 
hind his  back,  then  he 
waa  lifted  up  1^  them 
to  a  considerable  neic^tk 
and  suddenlv  let  ikll 

SniGUcnn).  m  chfld  of 
the  €hosa,  tiie  prisoner 
on  trial  before  the  Yehmio 
tribunal 

BruBB,  strictly,  a  living- 
room  containing  a  stove 
(Germ.  qAm) 

BruHLHBBB,  lord  or  Judge 
of  a  Yehmio  court 

SvarDOAU,  or  Uppbb  Al- 
SACB,  the  southern  divi- 
sion of  Alsace 

SwAUA,  an  old  duchy  and 
division  of  the  German 
amdze,  now  embraced 
in  w tkrtemberg.  Baden. 
Bavaria,  and  Switserland 

SwAH,  wHm,  sacred  to 
Orpheus,  ths  god  of 
music,  and  so  of  min- 
strelsy 

Bwiaa,  BPOKx  xv  (p.  il7), 
the  only  language  pecu- 
liar to  Switserland  is  the 
Bomanseh,  spoken  in  the 
canton  of  tat  Orisons. 
French,  German,  and 
Italian  are  the  languages 
of  the  bulk  of  the  people 

SwiTZBB,  a  native  of 
Bwitxerland 


Taluaob,  a  subsidy,  tax 

TABASooam,  or  Tabasoob, 
a  town  on  the  Rhone, 
•bout  16  miles  soutt- 
west  of  Avignon 

Tabbasqub,  or  TABAaqOB, 
the  nsme  of  the  dragon 
which  in  amdent  tlmea 
terrorised  Tluaaoon,  and 
waa  driven  out  and  into 
the  Rhone  1^  Martha, 
Bister  of  Mary  Ifagdn- 
lene.  King  Bm  pl^ed 
the  Tuasque  in  the 
annual  masque  in  the 
year  1480 

Tsn-Dn-POHT,  the  defen- 
aive  outwork  upon  which 
the  drawbridge  rested 
when  It  was  lowered 

Trabb,  one  in  rank  inter- 
mediate between  a  f^nee- 
man  and  a  great  noUe 

*ThB   BTVLl   OP    KXBO    OP 

Napabb,'  etc  (n.  878X 
fhnn  Hmry  KL,  jhort  HI. 
ActL  sc.  4 

Iteou,  USB  OP,  nr  Gbbmavt 
(p.  S81X  Annette  Vefl- 
cnen  would  almost  cer- 
tainly have  used  habltn- 
aUy  *thou'  and  *thee' 
to  Anne  of  Gelerstein, 
they  being  members  of 
the  same  nuntly  and  the 
period  the  16th  century ; 
out  certainly  ahe  would 
not  have  used  it  to 
a  stranger  like  Arthur 
FhUlpBon 

TisBs  iTAT,  the  third 
estate,  or  representatives 
of  the  people 

TiSABBB,   or  PTUAB,  S  do- 

oootion  of  barley 

TBnBUOBD,   SOLDAB  OP,  a 

kingdom  in  the  north  of 
Asia  Xinor,  ruled  over 
by  a  branch  of  tiie  Im- 
perial Byaantlne  ihmily 
of  tiie  Comneni  Ibr  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years 
(till  1481) 
Tbbillagb,  trellis-woik 
Tboobadoub,  a  minstrel- 
poet  of  the  south  of 
France 

TUBBPIKB-STAIB,    S    Spixal 

or  winding  staircase 


Ubi  (jx  190X  from  HTM, 
the  lAtln  name  for  the 
wUdoz 

USDX  BOB  HABBO,  I  dO  BOt 

know  how  to  use  it 


Vai»  bxxbo,  get  thee  be- 
hind 
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Vaili  to  doff,  lowv,  lakt 

off 
YAMBBif.  tlM  pl«ee  of 

•nponrthftt  oorwidtlio 

HffMtfn 
YiBrliarr,  oondemiMd  bf 

the  YdmMb  oatUwad 
YsiTiABT,  a  room   te 

keeping  ▼wtmoiti 
Ymn,  Tenae,  tlie  dfstriet 

when  a  law  Mtloii  most 

be  tried 

Walloov  ovabd.  Aw 
OloeMunrto  QmtiOii^  Dmr- 
vmrd,  *BlMkWallooiie' 

Wapbhtaxb,  an  old  mib- 
diTlBlon  of  the  Snglkh 
oonntiet 

Wabbahd,  a  defender 

Waiiazl,  ale  or  wine 
flweetened  and  flaTonied 
with  epioee ;  rerelrr ; 
wiMAiTreoiiiq,  a  dimk- 
Ing-aoDg,  ciioaiiag-toiig 

WBEB^wlna 


WBLKBDb    or 

marked  with  ridgw  Uke 

awhelk 
Wild  HvvnMAjr,  a  ipeo- 

tel  hnnter,  wno  iweape 

thioogh  the  air  with  a 

■peotoal  tialB  of  dogi 

and  evil  ipirtti 
Wupu,  a  ihawl  won  by 

wonen  oat  of  doom 

WXVKBLBIBD,  ABWOLO, 

the  hero  who,  in  the 
battle  of  Sempaeh  <s.«lX 
gathered  np  an  annftu 
of  AnsMan  apean  and 
buried  them  Inhla  own 
boatmi,  thna  opening  a 
path  tat  the  BwIm 
throogfa  the  eloee-locked 
ranka  of  the  enemy 

WiBBBVDBV,  thoee  who 
know,  the  initiated 

Wboob,  or  TmAOB,  fonnal 
reportii  pmentmenta 

TmonAv,  or  Jusanav, 


;ilietttIeloMr 

giiren  to  an  nnmanied 

ladj  of  noble  birth 

TmroRKBBKV,    or    Juso- 

HBBBBir  (pL ;  ling.  Jowo- 

i\  or  Ju]^D^^  a  title 


given  to  jroong 
ofnoUo&th 


Zbochin,  or  8BQUIV|  a 
Ycnefciaa  gold  oob, 
worth  ta.  to  lOi. 

SacHOuo,  JoHAm  H.  D., 
German  novelict,  who 
alao  wrote  a  Hidor^  qf 
tte  Tkfw  Ltagnm  1m 
Swltmiand(ym) 

ZUBICB,  WAB  OF  (l^M-MX 

between  that  euitOBaad 
the  euiton  of  Bdhwrx 
and  iti  alliea  fbr  the 
pneeemlone  of  the  ImI 
Ooont  of  TonanbiDgt  in 
which  Znrieh,  who  waa 
■iiliteil  by  Anatria,  waa 
dlautrooaly  beateo 


Alx,  tnj  King  fUBtrt  n 
Albwt,  Bmpnor,  lOO,  a\ 
Alp*,  is 

Antonio,  tb«  guMo,  4 ;  pli 


ApcdlTOn,  Hmnuior  Arnlwbii'i  itaad,  11 
— n  s^  lU;  Urt(ii7  ol 


AaihdmOutla,M 


Ian,  dDnnan  in  CMtl*.  *W 
.    ii.  81 ;  Inkoiidall^  of,  Bt :  nnth  ot 

nwu  tfas  SiAa  d<piiU«,  Ut 
Bunbaig,  Hitaap  or,  Ut 
Bmnls,  Bnglin  it,  qnatad,  4W 
fiutlutopivw,  tb*  Euue,  114 ;  lili  plot 

roiisiLiis 

Bsvhbdd  otOOHiigfgi,  1«0,  47S 

Bona,  canton  ot  a :  maiiluta  at,  IS, 
lU 

Bladanun,  Ainold,  liii  baaH  and  ttaa, 
tt;  valocoM  Aithni  PhlliTaai,  U; 
daaarlptlon  of  Um,  M;  eonvanatlaD 
wltfa  Thlllpaon,  41 ;  Ua  oobl*  daacant, 
U  i  iBtaTTlawvttli  SohnckmnM,  U; 
rto^a  tka  dnd,  <8 ;  nfttaad  admltnuw* 
Into  BUs,  » :  tanoraa  Ua  am  Brnaat, 
■T ;  Ua  napant  fbr  PhDIpaMu  1411 :  la 
mat  br  Arthor  FUUpaon,  187;  ooa- 
feianoa  with  Da  Hagantwili,  IM !  abot 
BD  in  tk*  dnnoaon,  1R7 ;  aaka  eoonaal 
of  Phmuon,  m :  addraana  Charica 
tha  BOUTlU:  at  Hanej,  4ST,  4M 

Hadannas,    Imaat,    taprorad    bf    Ua 

BManMB,  Bodlgs,  4g ;  at  OraHUut, 

IdB,  117  J  bldd«i  «t  "--  ~'" 

awar.l01^Uad<atE,« 


haTtig  nan  tha  appamlon,  141 ;  Ui 
daTDtion  to  ArUiiu  PhlUiwn,  Ui; 
nooTan  the  emikat,  *M ;  deaoltiia  the 


caikat  a  aaoond  Uma,  4la;  la  Alx 
aoeM7,  tU;  alda  Ai&nr  at  Naner, 

Black  TTtaatotSt.  Paula.    AiQcIsaMn, 

Albartof 
Blook,  lIutb^  U 
Blna  Knlcbt.     8 

BoHsalin,  Udr  ot  tM 

Bmitattm,  Hicholai,  T7,  81,  M;  ()•«■ 

hl>  mult  to  FhlUpvJD,  147;  JoMflea 

hlnaal^  Wl ;  objai^  to  iM*  on  hnaa- 

back,liO 
B(7  Blihon,  ttL  4TB 
BrJaaoh,  iti,  ill ;  InvKlad  bj  tha  intli 

otBALsigfi 
Brockenbais,  ISO,  474 
BorffniHlj,  Coluol.    5«  Oharlaa  tha  Bold 
BnrgimdT,  Satat«a  of,  W 
Bnlfiib^  bcFw  ot,  ae  1  battle  oi;  47 

CtnsTtnra,  WlUlun,  M6, 474 

Ckmpo-baaHi,  Coont  o^  US,  04 :  iHaki 
Is  (Ua  owu  dafoooe,  lU ;  hii  doabtfol 
■Imi,  IN ;  bahigi  nawi  at  Famod  da 

aaiic*,44S;  tnaciuiT  to  Dak*  Oharint 

46t,  UB,4«a 
Cksdla,  Ml,  471 

Charlea  tha  Bold,  hli'  nlatliMia  trlth  tba 
Swlaa,  4S,  71;  with  Idwaid  IV.  of 
BnglaBd,  SI,  Tl ;  hli  gamp  naar  DUOB, 
■14;  Intantoimlth FUUpaon, aid ;_lito 


Clannoa,  OaorB*,  Dnka  or,  ns,  474 
OologiHLAKhbyiDp  of,  417 
Colvb,  BatuT,  114 ;  antaitat_ 
(18 ;  i«sda  off  Aithnr  PUlli 
ntataa  tha  battla  el  Morat,  tl 
tbamQoata,  *Ui  klBad,  OI 
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Ogmlnet,  Fhfllp  dei,  4M ;  qooted,  471 
OompuB,  mftriiiar's,  8 
Conti^rtonl  de,  8S6,  4S8,  48«b  451 
Ckvbey,  Free  Field  Ooart  oC^  Tili,  z 
Oarnwii^  chiTalir  of,  106 
Oood,  Ingelnun  de,  47,  474 
Gnon,  Loid  de,  4S8 

Dashuckimbid,  the  Fenian  mupM,  1S8 

DtJon,  ChATlee's  ounp  near,  814 ;  the  dtj, 
841,474.    SMoZwllatnofD^ 

Dom  DanieL  S78,  474 

Donnerlkiigei,  Rudolph,  88 ;  hie  Jealmiay 
of  Arthur  Fhnipeon.  48;  dbaUengee 
Um,  61:  duel  with  him,  64;  patrole 
round  OraflUiut,  06;  invitee  Arthur 
Fhllipeon  to  join  the  iMsoe,  114 ;  hie 
tale  of  the  Amheime,  190 ;  ie  met  by 
Arthur  FhUipeon.  186 ;  Ue  poUer.  808 ; 
hie  ttonr  ezplamed,  888 ;  repuee  to 
Gharlee  the  sold,  860 ;  ohaUengee  the 
Borgondlans,  862;  ehaUengee  Arthur 
FhiSpeon,  448;  slain bj him,  446 

Donneningel,  Theodore,  40 

Doable-ganger,  148,  466 

Dungeon,  Gennan,  176,  466 

Bdwaed  IV.  of  Bn^and,  68,  78 ;  hla  in- 
Taaion  of  Franoe,  808, 817 ;  malwa  peaoe 
withLooisXI.,860 

Blnsiedlen,  Oor  Lady  of,  18 ;  the  abbey,  474 

IBresbnrgh,  ▼ill,  474 

■zecationer,  of  La  Fteette,  168,  108; 
olllceof;466 

Fnnxn.  La,  town  and  oaaUe  of,  76 
Farry.  Ohai 


jr».,,  vr«Apel  of  the,  816,  826 
F6te-Diea,  881,  474 
Fire,  saored,  of  the  Zoroaitrfana,  188 
Flying  Stag  Inn,  in  StrMbai&  800 
Fmit  Oantona,  8,  48, 66,  474r 
Frejenfaaeh,  67,  476 

Gauxa  475 

Gaiagonie,  Lon,  888 

Oeienteln.  Albert  of,  64 ;  demands  back 
his  daognter,  60 ;  wania  De  Hagenbaeh, 
160 ;  liberatee  Arthnr  Fhilipeon,  177 ; 
IbUs  Bartholomew,  886 ;  arrtves  at  the 
Inn,  844;  at  the  Vehmegeilcht,  865; 
speaks  for  the  Borgnndian  dergy.  846 ; 
brings  a  letter  to  Arthnr  FuUpson, 
801 ;  interriew  with  him,  447 ;  ap- 
pointed  to  klU  Duke  Charles,  460;  his 
own  death,  460 

Geierstein,  Anne  of,  rescnes  Arthur 
Fhilipeon,  85 ;  deecrlption  of  her,  80 ; 
her  manner  towards  Donnerhusel,  80: 
asks  for  the  bow  of  Bnttishols,  46; 
broukht  to  Arnold  Biederman,  68 ;  her 
watchfulness  prevents  tiie  duel,  70 ; 
dedicatee  the  pearls  to  Our  Lady  of  Bln- 
sledlen,  78 ;  at  Graflhlnst,  01,  04 ;  ap- 
parition of,  100, 106. 885 ;  her  ancestry, 
180, 180 ;  leads  Arthur  FhUipeon  fkom 
the  dungeon,  177;  warns  him  on  the 
road,  817 ;  at  Amhelm  Oastle,  870 ;  in- 
terview with  Arthur  Phlllpaon,  870 ; 
oommente  upon  Donnerhugel's  story. 


Geyslor,  or 
Glossary.  478 


888 ;  keeps  Sdneckenwald  in  his  place, 
880;  travels  to  Stnsboig,  884;  her 
marriage^  468 

Geierdwin,  OssOeof.  IS,  80 

Geierstein,  fomily o£n 

GeoAey,  the  ostbr,  888 


,900^  475 


Goets  oiBerlichlngen,  itoir  of;  218 

Golden  Fleece,  order  of;  848 

Golden  Fleece  Inn,  888 

GraflUust  86,  00 

Granson,  battle  of;  407 

Gratian,  Father,  begging  IHar,  887,  841 

Gnantes,  440,  470 

HAGBcaAOB,  Archibald  de,  75 ;  oonsultB 
with  KHian.  158 ;  warned  by  the  priest 
of  St  Paul's,  160 ;  his  oonveiaation 
with  the  executioner,  168;  robe  and 
imprisons  the  Fhilipsons,  166 ;  appro- 
priates the  valuable  paoKct,  160;  in- 
sults the  Swiss  deputies,  108 ;  executed, 
106 

Hagenbaeh,  Pierre  de.  exeontkm  of;  466 

Hans,  the  boatman,  his  chapel,  816^  885 ; 
story  o£  888 

Hansa,  xU,  476 

Heilbroan,  166,  475 

Henry  Y.  of  Bngland,  800,  476 

Hermione,  the  Persian,  181,  884 

Hermltaoe  vineyard,  878, 475 

Hochspibgen,  Duke  of;  184 

*Iir  I  hit  mast,' etc,  40 
niuminati,  460,  475 
Inn,  German,  888 
Introduction,  Author's,  vli 

KiUAK,  Hsgenbaeh's  squire,  158 ;  brings 
the  Flkilipaons  before  him,  165 :  argues 
with  him,  171, 100 

Kirchhoir,  818,  888,  884 

Koenigsfoldt,  160, 476 

La,  Pxuttb.    Stt  Ferette,  La 

Lammergder,  88 

Landais,>eter,  468,  476 

Laupen,  8,  475 

Laurens.    Sm  Vaudemont  FMnmd  de 

Liege,  154,  475 

Lorsfcto,  846,  475 

Lorraine,  state  of,  880^  864,  866,  405,  440 

Louis  XL,  his  astute  policy,  48;  his 
ministers,  178,  466 ;  makes  peace  with 
Bdward  IV.,  860, 475;  dedared  hdr  to 
Provence,  485 

Love,  Paiiiament  oi;  866, 470 

Lucerne,  8 ;  lake  of,  5 

Maxbb of Duov,  848|868 

Margaret,  widow  of  Henry  VI.,  In  Stna- 
burg  cathedral,  808 ;  annoyed  by  King 
Ben4's  levit/,  880 ;  at  Mont  St  vfctoirs, 
886 ;  interview  with  Arthur  Fhilipeon, 
886;  welcomed  home  by  King  B«n4, 
persuades  him   to   resign   his 
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domlnioiu,  401 ;  her  death,  419 ;  ftmoial, 

428 
Matthew  of  Donouter,  44 
Mayor  of  DIJod.    See  Maire  of  Dyon 
*  Measnrera  of  good  and  evil/  260 
Mengs,  John,  innkeeper,  285;  offended 

with  FhiUpeon,  289,  242 ;  apologises  to 

him,  247 
Monterean,  bridge  of,  seo,  479 
Mont  I'H^nr,  826,  476 
Mont  8t.  Victolre.    See  St  IHctoire,  Mont 
Mont,  or  Marten,  battle  of,  427 
Myrebean,  Sire  de,  840 

NavoT,  besieged  by  Oharles,  448 ;  battle 
0(460,470 

Oral.,  the  myatle,  182, 1^»  U7 
Oxford,  Barl  oL    See  Fhilipson,  John 

PALORaYK,  Mr.  Ftuicis,  quoted,  vlli,  x 

Parliament  of  liove,  800,  470 

Philipson,  Arthur,  travelUng  In  the  Alps, 
8 ;  attempts  to  reach  Arnold  Bieder* 
man's,  14 ;  alarmed  by  the  lammergeler, 
22 ;  rescned  by  Anne  of  Geiersteln,  25 ; 
shoots  the  bow  of  Battlshols,  48: 
ehallensed  by  DonneihogeL  61 ;  duel 
with  him,  04 ;  thooghls  of  Anne  of 
Geiersteln,  70, 04, 90 ;  takes  Sigismnnd's 
post  as  sentinel,  97 :  sees  the  ajqiarltlon 
of  Anne  of  GeieEBtein,  100,  108 ;  his 
dislike  of  Donnrahugel,  105 ;  inyited  to 
Join  the  Swiss  yonths,  114 ;  is  told  the 
history  of  the  Amheims,  120 ;  reports 
to  his  flither,  145 ;  in  the  dungeon  of 
La  Foette,  176 ;  led  out  of  it  by  Anne 
of  Geiersteln,  177;  sent  to  tram  the 
Swiss,  181 ;  meets  Donneifaugel,  184 ; 
meets  Arnold  Biederman,  187;  seeks 
his  fliUier,  190;  warned  by  Anne  of 
Geiersteln,  217 ;  ocmsnlted  by  his  ikther, 
216 :  sepamtes  fh>m  him,  225 ;  aniyes 
at  Amneim  Castle,  205 ;  his  interview 
with  Anne  of  Geiersteln,  279 ;  discloses 
his  rank  to  her.  287 ;  aooompaniea  her 
to  Stnsborg,  2M :  meets  Queen  Mar- 
ffsret,  802 ;  sets  off  ftir  FiOTence,  887 ; 
nag  audienoe  of  King  Ben^876 :  risits 
Queen  Manpoet  at  Mont  St  Yietoire, 
880 ;  receives  his  fMfher's  letter.  801 ; 
discovers  the  invisible  ink,  894 ;  Is  told 
who  the  Carmelite  was,  414 ;  challenged 
again  by  DonnerhugeL  442 ;  slays  him, 
440 ;  conversation  wltn  Albert  of  Geier- 
steln. 447 ;  visits  the  outposts,  466 ;  his 
marriage,  408 

Fhilipson,  John,  travelling  as  a  merchant, 
8;  his  anxiety  regarding  Arthur,  18; 
reunited  with  him.  86;  his  conversa- 
tion with  Arnold  Biederman,  41 ;  stcqps 
the  duel,  08 ;  gives  pearls  to  Anne  of 
Geiersteln,  71 ;  resolves  to  part  from 
the  Swiss  envoys,  140;  robbed  and 
imprisoned  by  Hagenbach,  166,  188; 
rescued  from  the  dungeon,  190;  in 
counsel  with  the  Swiss  enroys,  204; 
recovers  the  casket,  200 ;  is  suspicious 
of  Bartholomew,  216 ;  consults  with 
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Arthur,  218;  separates  from  him, 
226;  meets  the  priest  of  St  Paul's,  220; 
arrives  at  the  mn,  282 ;  offends  John 
Mengs,  289,  242 ;  anaimed  before  the 
Vehme,  249, 265 ;  meets  Queen  Margaret, 
802;  his  interview  with  Charles  the 
Bold,  810 ;  pleads  for  the  Swiss  deputies, 
824,  882;  surprised  by  Duke  Charles, 
881 ;  another  interview  with  him,  869 ; 
his  letter  to  Arthur,  891 ;  attends 
Queen  Maigaref s  fkmeral,  428 ;  rouses 
Duke  Charles.  486 ;  visits  the  outposts, 
465 ;  retuma  to  England,  408 

Pilatre  (FllatusX  Mount,  0 

Pontius  Pilate,  kgend  of,  0 

Provence,  811,  805,  869;  Parliament  of 
Love  in,  860, 470 

Public  Good,  war  of,  824,  470 

Ram's  Allbt,  London,  242,  470 

Bed  Land,  Red  SoiL  267,  260,  469, 470 

BenA,  King,  807;  Charles's  estimate  of, 
819 ;  account  of  him.  867 ;  his  chimney, 
872 ;  in  the  throes  of  oompositi<m,  874; 
Interview  with  Arthur,  875 ;  his  fond- 
ness for  pageants,  881;  masqued  as 
Solomon,  882;  welcomes  home  hla 
daughter,  888 ;  reslgna  his  dominions, 
402 

Rhine,  river,  84,  468 ;  vaOey  of,  218,  204 ; 
Hans's  fernr,  210,  222 

RoussHlon,  lurgaret  de,  806,  470 

RooasQlon,  Raymond  de,  805 

Russwyl,  4, 476 

St.  Cnt,  Hugh  de,  878 

St  Jacob,  baUle  of,  67,  470 

St.  Manius  the  Martyr,  208,  477 

St  Pam's,  black  priest  ot  See  Oelerrtein, 
Albert  of 

St.  Peter  of  the  Fetters,  197, 477 

St  Victolre,  Mont,  879,  888 ;  monastery 
of;  884;  oracle  of  Lou  Garagoule,  888 

Schaffhansen,  Iklls  of,  260, 477 

Sdiarfqerit^Ur.    SwSteinemherZjFtancis 

Schonmldt,  Lienteoant,  150 

Schreekenwald,  ItaL  60, 289 ;  brings  Anne 
of  Geiersteln  to  ner  uncle,  56 ;  repri- 
manded by  her,  200 :  conducts  her  to 
Strasburg,  295 ;  his  death,  469 

Secret  Tribunal.    See  Vehmegeiicht 

Bleaies,  Both.  807,  477 

Soleure,  mercoanis  o^  76, 165 

Steinernhers,  Francis,  executioner,  168, 
166 :  beheads  his  own  master,  199 

Steinfeldt,  Baroness,  186,  286 

Stradiots,  442 

Strappado,  477 

Btnsbuig,  Flying  Stag  Inn,  800;  cathe- 
dral. 801 

StridekindfiSS 

Bturmtbal,  Melchlor,  78,  90, 188 

Swabia,  65,  477 

Swiss,  relations  of,  with  Austria,  2 ;  with 
Charles  of  Burgundy,  42, 72 ;  languages 
of,  217,  477 ;  battle  of  Ckanaon,  407;  of 
Morat  427 ;  of  Nancy,  467 

Swiss  envoys,  70 ;  reftued  admittance  to 
BAle,  86 ;  warlike  inclinations,  77,  81, 
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